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Tits: The Lr’;lcv‘n(n being refolved to {pare nei-

ther Pains nor Money for the Gratification of the Au-
dience. C
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Know no Evil r oun {o great as the Abufe of
the Underitanding, and yet there 15 no one Vice more

common. It has diffufed it felf through both Sexes
and all Qualities of Mankind, and there is hardly that
Perfon to be found, who is not more CL-"_rtrmd for

the Reputation of Wit and Senfe, than }_' nefty and

Virtue. ' But this unhappy Affectation of being Wife ra- )
ther -than Hsn»... Witey than Good-natur'd, is the
Source of moft of the ill ii\blt\ of Life. Surh falfe Im-
pxeh.um are owing to the at mned Writings of \1\ n of

Wit, and the auk \wd Imitation of the reft of Manl nnl
FOR this Reafon Sir Rocer was {“}m" laft Nigh
"That he was of o }mxon none but Men of fine Parts u- -
ferve to be hanged. The Reflexions \." {fuch Men are {o
delicate upon all Occurrences which Llls-y are concerned

in, that they fhould be expofed to more than ordinary
Infamy and Punifhment for offending againft fuch qur k
Admonitions as their own Souls 3'“ the m, and blur nting
the fine Edge of their Minds in fuch a ’VI"mr‘r that they
are no more fhocked at Vice and Folly, than Men uf
flower Caj 'Lritic: There is no greater Monfter in Bein
than a very ill Man of great Parts: He lives like 2 I\A.f

in a Palfy, with one Side of him dead. While perhaps i

he "‘x’,’w" the S xti‘ faction of Luxury, of Wealth, of Am- :
bition, he has loft the Tafle of Good-will, of Friendthip,
of Inn¢ ocence l\“:x’rul'(’.'{‘, ?i;‘ B ogar f‘\ .7.": oin’s- Inn-
Fields, who difabled himfelf in his Right Leg, and asks
Alms all Day to get himfelf a warm Supper and a Trull |
at Night, 1s not half fo defpicable a Wretch as fuch a

1

‘»A.LI\



N° 6. The SPECTATOR. 21
Q

Man of Senfe. The Beggar has no Relith
fations ; he finds Reit more agreeable than Motion ; and
he has a warm Fire an nd his Doxy, never refleits

) an w ho ter-

that he deferves to be whipped _
minates his Satisfa&ions and Enjoyments within the Sup-
lv of his own Neceffities an is, fays Su
RocEeRr, in my Eye as poor

But, continued *he, f)x the [.- { lick and private
Virtue, we are beholden to your 1\1‘1 of Parts forfooth ;

it is with them no matter what is done, fo it be done \...ﬂ.

an Air. But to me, who am 1o v.‘n‘.fnl‘.c-‘. In a corrupt
i [ fon, a LT';* h

ivi "g{ “‘\ ] : 5

apj Fellow above-

m ne Prot 1L«
no enjoys. abov
]

lay it down therefo
whole Man is to move together; that every
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anv Importance, 1s to have a I'i ect of :IJKJ ick Good ;
~ 3 3 g r 3 3 L S

and that the general Tendency of our indifferent Aétions,

ought to "sc '70"(‘ 101€ 1&) tne Dictates of R .Lu“, C
Religion, (‘ good l,.(\ ling ; without this, a Man, as

before have hinted, is hopping inftead of walking, he i

w M~ _,'

not in his i'm;-.\- and proj ser \I( tion.
WHILE the honeft Knight was thus bewildering
himfelf in good Starts, I looked i tentively upon him,
which made him, I thoaght, collet hi Mind
What I aim at, fays he, is to reprefent, That I am of
Opinion, to P lith our T ’m’.::“.‘::ﬁ, £
Manners, is of all things the moft inexenfable. Reafon
fhould govern Paffion, but in tead of that, you fee, it
is often fubfervient to it; and as unaccountable as one
would think it, a wife Man is not always a good Man.
This Degeneracy is not o“‘\ the Guilt of particular Per-
fons, but at fome times of a whole im, le; and per-
haps it may appear upon I'\' amina nnn that the moft po-
} e Ages are the ].C’ilm virtuc : i
to '}'-_\.“u"‘} of admitting Wit and Learning as Merit in
themfelves, without confidering the -\;‘plh aition of them

Bv this Means it becomes a Rule, not {fo much to
1
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a little.

and negilect ou
¢ A our

.

-

what we do, as how we doit. But
t pafs upon Men of honeft Minds and true
B 4 Richard

his falfe Beauty
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Richard Blackmore fays, with as much good Senfe as
Virtue, It isa mig bty Difbonour and Shame to employ
excellent Faculties and abundance of Wit to kumour and
pleafe Men in t/nr Vices and Follies. The great Enemy
_/]U‘ml‘md notwithflanding bis Wit and - //"f..'. k Facul-
ties, is the mofl odious Bemr in the avbole Creation. He
goes on foon after to 1.1_‘ very gen eroufly, That he un-
dertoo k the writing of his Poem #o refeue t/u fhu/l: oxt of
the Hands of R nmu(. 2o u’.’ re them to their [wert ar /
chafle Manfions, and engage them in an Em '/,,7,'
{uf{u//t to their Dignity. 'This certainly ought to be the
urpofe of every Man who appears in Publ .xl-., and
whcever does not proceed upon that Foundation, in-
jures his Country as faft as he {fuceeeds in his Studies.
When Modefty ceafes to be the chief Ornament of one
S\\, and Integrity of the other, Society is upon a wroag
Bzfis, and we fhall be ever after without Rules to guide
cur Judgment in what is really becoming and ornamtental.
Nature and Reafon direét one t‘nng, Paffion and Hu-
mour another : To follow the Diates of the two latter,
is going into a Road that is both endlefs, and intricate ;
v.} en we purfue t h(’ othu our Paffage is deiightful, and
what we aim at eafily attz v'**l le.

I do not doubt but England is at }n fent as pol i‘f‘ a
Nation as any in the W orld ; 1 it any Man who think
can eafily iu', that the Affe@ation of being Gay and in
Fafhion, has very near eaten up our nocl t,u)ic “and ou
Religion. Is there any thing fo juft, as that Mode .md
Gallantry fhould be bui it l‘pO'\ exerting our fL lves in what
is proper and agreeable to the Inft ututwnx f Juftice and
Piety among u:? And yet is there any th ng more com-
mon than t}“-.h we run in perfect Contra wdiétion to them ?
All which i i 'w} orted by no other Pretention, than that
it is done with what we call a good Gra ice.

NOTH Il\\ (x ought to be held laudable or becomin
bat what Nature it felf fhould prompt us to think fo. I\L-
{pect to all kind of Superiors is founded, methinks, upon
Inftinét; and yet what is fo ridiculous as Age? I make
this abrupt Tranfition to the Mention of this Vice more
than any other, in order to introduce a little Story,
which I think a pretty Inftance that the moft polite Age
1s in danger of being the moft vicious. V3,
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¢ I'T happened at Athens, during a publick Reprefen-
tation of fome Play exhibited in Honour of the Com-
monwealth, that an old Gentleman came too late for
a Place fuitable to his Age and thtv Many of the
)oung(;entlemcn who obier\ ed the le’icult) and Con-
fafion he was in, made Signs to him that they would
accommodate him if he came where they 11t The
good Man buftled through the Crowd accordi ngly ; but
when he came to the Lmts to which },c was uv'nted
the ]cti was to fit clofe, and expofe him, as he ftood
out of Countenance, to the whole Audience. The Fro-
lick went round all the Athenian Benches. But on
thofe Occafions there were alfo particular Places af-
figned for Foreigners: When the good Man skulked
towards the Boxes appointed for the Lacedemonians, rimr
honeft Peo pk more virtuous ‘nun polite, rofe up :
to a Man, and with the greatef kc'put received l 1m
among them. The 4.'/u ians L ing {uddenly touched
with a Senfe <‘f the Spartan Virtue and their own De:
generacy, gave a Thunder of :\;‘.";.mc; and the old
I\x in cr)u. out, 74e Athenians .u:‘.n-j.u');d awhat is
good, but the Lacedemonians praéZife it. R
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Somnia, terrores magicos, miracula, Sacas,
AT)C;.H':’.':! l:./’-'“)t.f, 71‘14.’(5’“( ]/(’ju.l{ 1:4{!} ; }Ikr

O IN G Yefterday to dine with an c old Acquain-
tance, I had the Misfortune to find his whole Fa~
mily very much mju‘“»" Upon asking him the
Occafion of it. he told me that his Wife "
firange Dream the Night before, w hich they were
por ’cmcd !unL Mi ul[ mme to themfelves or to thei
Children. At her coming into the Room | obferve
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a fettled l‘-ICi”n(th’ in her Countenance, which 1
| 1
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have been troubled for, had I not heard iron

whence it ;‘x‘VCc'.».CJ. We were no feoner fat down

B S .L‘.AL






