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T i t s : T h e Undcrtakere being refolvcJ to fpare neí-
ther Pains ñor Money for thc Grntification o í the Au-
¿ienccJ C 

N^ 6. Wednefday, March 7. 

Cfcdehartt hoc grande Nefas, Mcríe piandum. 
Si Juvenh Vetulo non ajurrexerat • Juv. 

IKnow no Evil undcr thc Sun fo great as the Abufc of 
the UnJcrñanfling, and yet theic is no one Vice more 
common. I t has diffufed it felí through both Sexes 

and all Qwlíties of Mankind, and there is hardiy tliat 
Perfon to ^ found, who 13 not more concerned for 
the Reputation of Wit and Scnfe, than Honcfty and 
\ ' i r tue . But this unhappy Affectation of being Wifc ra-
thcr thaa Kcaeíl , Wit iy than Good-nar.ir'a, is ího 
Source of moft of the 111 Habits of Life. Such fejfe Im-
prefiions are owing to the abnndoned Writings of Men of 

_Wit, and the aukward Imitation of the rell <5'Mankind. 

F O R this Reafon Sir ROGBR was faying lart Nigh t , 
Tha t he was of opinion none but Men of ftne Parts de-
ferve to be hangea. T h e Refiexions of fuch Men are fo 
delicate upon all Occurrences whích they are concerned 
in, that they íhould be expofed to more than ordinary 
Infamy and Puniíhment for offending againft fuch quick 
Admonitions as their own Souls give them, and blunting 
the fine Edge of their Mínds in íuch a Manner, that they 
are no more íhocked at Vice and Folly, than Men of 
llowcr Capacities. 1 here is no greater Monfter in Being, 
than a very ill Man of great Parts: H e Uves like a Man 
in a Palfy, with one Side of him dead. While perhaps 
he enjoys the Satisfañion of Luxury, of Wealth, of Am-
biticMi, he has loft the Tafte of Good-will, of Friendihip, 
of Innocaice. Scarecr»w, the Bcggnr in Linctlrí-i-Ihh' 
fields, who difabled himfelf in hii> Kight Leg, and aiks 
Alms all Day to get himfelf a v/arm Supper aód a TruH 
at Night , is half fo defpicablc a W r t t c i as fach a 
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Man of Senfe. T h e Bcggar has no Reliíh above Sen-
fiitions; he finds Rell more agreeable than Motion ; and 
while he has a warm Fire and his Doxy, never reficfts 
that he deferves to be whipped, Every Man who ter-
mina t« his Satisfañions and Enjo/meuts within thcSup-
ply of his own Ncceflities and Paflions, is, fays Sir 
K o o E R, in my Eyc as poor a Rogiie as Scarecrtnv. 
But, continued 'he, fbr the Lofs of publíck and prívate 
Virtue, we are beholden to your Men of Parts forlooth > 
it is with them no matter what is done, fo it he done wilh 
an Air. But to me, who am fo whimfjcal in a corrupt 
Age as to a£t accord ng to Natare and Reafon, a fdfilh 
Man, in the moft fliining Circumftance and Equipage, 
appears In the faine Condition with the FcÜow 
mentioned, but more contemptible, ín Proportion to 
what more he robs the l'ublick of and cnjoys abovc 
him. I lay it down therefore for a Rule, Tha t the 
whoíe Man ¡s to move togecherj that every A£Uon of 
any Importance, is to have a Profpeít of publick G o o d ; 
and that tlic genenil Tradency of our indiffCTent Aétion?, 
ought to be agreeable to the Di¿tates of Reafon, of 
Religión, of good Breeding; without this, a Man, a s i 
before have hinted, is hopping inftcad of walking, he is 
not in his intire and proper Motion. 

W H I L E the honcll Knight was thus bewildering 
himfelf in good Starts, I looked intentlvely upon h im, 
which made him, I thought, colleft his Mind a little. 
What I aim at, fays he, is to reprefent, Tha t I zm of 
Opinión, to poUlh our Underftandings and ncgleft our 
Manners, is of aü thíngs the moft inexí-níable. Reafon 
ftould govern Paffion, but inllead of that, you fee, it 
is oftcn fubfervient to i t ; and as unaccountable as one 
would think it, a wife Man is not always a ^ood Man, 
This Degeneracy is not only the Guilt of particular Per-
fons, but at fome times of a whole People; and per-
haps it may appear upon Examination, that the moft pc-
lite Ages are the leaft virtuous. This may be a t t r i b u t ^ 
to the Folly of admitting Wi t and Leaming as Merit in 
themfelves, without conlidering the Application of them. 
By this Mcans it becomes a Rule, not fo much to regard 
what we do, as liow we do it. But this falfc Beauty wijl 
not país upon Mcn of hwíeft Minds and truc Taftc. Sir 
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Richard Blackmore fays, with as much good Senfe as 
Virtue, It is a mighty Dijhonour and Sbame to employ 
txctlUnt Faculties and abmdance of U'it to kumour and 
flrafe Mtn in their Vtces and FoH'tes. ^Tke great Enftny 
tf Mankind, notvjitbjianding his Wit and Angtlick Facul' 
tifSy is the moft odicus Being i» the njhole Creatio». H e 
gücn en foon after to fay very gcneroully, Tha t he un-
clertook thewriting of his Poem to re/eue the Mu/es ovt of 
f!.'t Hands of Raiijhers, to refore thcm to their fwect and 
ehafe Manfions, and to engage thcm in an Emphymcnt 
j^itatie to their Dignity. l ' h i s ccrtainly ought to be the 
rurpofe of evcry Mr.n who apfears in Publick, and 
whcever does not proceed upen that Found:ition, in-
jurcs his Country as faft as he fuceeeds in his Studies, 
When Modefty ceafes to be the chief Ornament of one 
Scx, and Integrity of the other, Society is upon a wrong 
B-^fi?, and v;e (hall be cver afier without Rules to guíde 
CUV Judgmcnt in what ís really becomíng and ornamental. 
Nature and Reafon direít one thing, Paffion and H u -
mour another: T o follow the Diftates of the t^vo latter, 
is going into a Road that Ís both endlefs, and intricate; 
v h c n we purfue the other, our Faffage is deüghtfül, and 
what we aim at eafily attainable. 

I do not doubt but England is at prefent as polite a 
Kation as any in the World ; but any Man who thinkj 
can eafily fee, that the Afteñation of being Gay and ia 
Faíhion, has very near eaten up our good Senfe and our 
Religión. Is there any thing ib juft, as that Mode and 
Gaüantry íhould be built upon exerting our felves in what 
is proper and agreeable to the Inftitutions of Juftice and 
Piety among u$ ? And yet is there any thing more com-
mon than that we run in perfcdl Contradiítion to thcm ? 
Al! which is fupportcd by no other Pretention, than that 
it is done with what we cali a good Grace. 

N O T H I N G ought to be held laudable or becomíng, 
but what Nature it felf íhould prompt us to think fo. Re-
fpeft to all kind of Superiors is founded, methinks, upon 
Jnftinft i and yet what is fo ridiculous as Age ? I m ^ 
ihis abnipt Tranfjtion to theMention of this Vice more 
than any other, in order to introduce a littie Story, 
which I think a pretty Inllance that the moft polite Ago 
is in danecr cf being the moft vicious. 
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* I T híippened at Athens, durlng a pubück Reprefen-
tation of fome P!ay exhibited in Honour of the Com-
monwealth, that an oíd Gentleman carne too late for 
a Place fuitable to his Age and Quality. Many of the 
youngGentlemenwhoobferved the DifEculty and Con-
fiifion he was in, made Signs to him that they would 
accommoclate him if he carne where they f a t : T h e 
good Man buftled through the Crowd accordingly ; but 
when he carne to the Seats to which he was invited, 
the Jeñ was to fit clofe, and expofe him, as he rtood 
out of Countenance, to the whole Audicnce. T h e Fro-
lick went round all the Mbenian Benchcs. But on 
thofe Occafions there were alfo particular Places af-
ligned for Foreigners: When the good Man skulked 
towards the Boxes appointedforthe Lace^emonianttúi^t 
honeft People more virtuous than polite, roíe up all 
to a Man, and with the greatell Refpeft receiveo hin» 
among thcm. T h e Jtheniam being fuddenly toucheJ 
with a Senfe of the Spartan Virtue and their own De^ 
jeneracy, gave a Thunder of Applaufe j and the oíd 
vían cryed out, Ibe Athcniaiis undirfiand 'uihat it 

good, hut tle Lacedemonians fraílift it. Ji-

7. nurfday, March 8. 
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Somniíi, terrores mágicos^ miracula. Sagas, 
ííoSurnoi lemures, portentaque ^hejfala rides t Hor . 

GO I N G Yellerday to diñe with an oíd Acquain-
tance, I had the Misfortune to fiiid his whole í a -
mily very much dejeñed. Upon asking him th« 

Occafion of it, he told me that hís Wife had dreamt a 
Arange Dream the Night before, which they wercafraid 
portended fóme Misiortune to themfelves or to their 
Children. At her coming inte the Room I obferved 
a íettled Melancholy in her Countenance, which I 
íhould have been troubled for, had I not heavd frcnx 
wbence it proceedcd. W e wcrc no fconer fa; down, 
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