The Athenian Mercury

Relblving W E E K LY all the mofl:

m\e and .Curious Quejiions

Propos'd by the |

Licenfed and Emred accordingto Order.

Aving encouragement by a great many
Letters to continue our Gaz.ett, asan
undertaking that will be veryufeful
to many, ( for we never expelled of accom-
plifhing that impoffible Task of pleafing every
Body, ) we Oiall endeavour asgeneral a fatisfa-
flion as we can, by anfwcring whatfoever Que-
ftions or Objedhons are fent us, that are confift-
ent with Modefty and pertinent for Information.
Qudt. |- Whether the jinthor is not in League
roith the General Penny-Pofi O ~cel
Anfwer. No, butwe are in league with their

Majefties Intcreft, having this firft Week about’

forty Penny-Poft Leiter?, which, ( with what
this number may probably increafe to in a little
time,) will be a confiderable advancement fer
Annum-, to that Branch of their Majefties Reve-
nue.

Queft. 2. What can Prompt that Monger ofa
Man” that calls himfelf hy the Name of Pro-
teflanty to bring in the French, and reftore King
James ?

Anfve. He may well becall'd a Monfter (and
a greater than Polyphemus™ to whom Nature gave
but one Eye ) that cannot fee the peculiar Hand
of God inthe late happy Revolution, and the
particular Guardian Care of Heaven towards the
Inftrumentjhis Sacred Majefty,in his firftAttempt,
his Aftion at the Boyne, and his late. Voyage in-
to Holland. | know no reafon thefeOppofers of
Heaven can pretend fer their Charge in the
Queftion, but Intereft, or a mifguided Confei-
ence, or both ~and I am fure they themfelves
cannot find out any other fo foon as they might
find out their Error, ifthey took half the pains
in unprejudic’'d thinking, as they do in an unac-
countable afting.

Q»ieft. 3. What probable Conje[lure may begiven
of the Efficient Ca'ufe and Nature of the SpoutSy
which. Mariners frequently meet with in the Medt-
terranean”but mere cfpecialiy +« rfc Eaft-Indian
VerfiATi foyages}

Anfw. Thofe Seas arc notorious for various
Winds two Ships in aRight Line approaching
each other, havefometimes both of them avery
fair Gale of Wind \ many luch oppofite Winds
meeting together in one Center, produce that
we call a Whirl-Wind, which finding a Cloud
that isready to break, buoy itupfo long that
coming too near the Water, it has not air c-
.nough under it to expafid and fcatter it into a
Shower, but fails in many hundred Tuns toge-
ther 5 You may experience this Truth by.emp-
tying a Cup or Glafs of Water out of yourCham-
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fpread abroad, till it appears asthin as Paper,
and then immediately flyes into drops for avery
great Breadth \ but if you empty the Water
near the Ground, it has not Air enough under
it to bear it up for adiflipaiion, there is another
fort of Spouts, if lhave anfwered one for ano-
ther, let the Inquirer diftinguifti in the next.

Queft. 4. Whether it is better to cheat ones felf
or another |

Anfw. ldon't yet fee a poffibllity of being
inevitably put upon fuch an unhappy Choice, fo
that this Queftion feemslobe put for Arguments
fake ; however,upon a fuppofition of the poflibi-
IKy, we afterc 'tis better to cheat another: In
Life and Death xhc great Good and Evil of Na-
ture, the Law of Selfprefervacion is taught by
the meaneft Infeft, now if it holds in greater,
it holds in lefler Circumftanccs, for 'tis an un-
deniable Maxim, that every particular isofthe
fame Nature as its general, or elfe it is no par-
ticular of that general j 'Tis a common faying
amongft fome Perfons,that they had rather fpend
five pound,than be cheated of five lhillings,which
is as much as to fay they had rather cheat them-
felves of five pounds than be cheated by another
of five fiiillings  or they had rather kill them-
felves twenty iimes,(if poffible) than be killed by
another once. Certainly he deferves to be beg’d
who rather than defend himfelf upon an anaulr,
will abufe himfelfand break his own Head \ the
Gafe is much the fame, and the Application too,
iIf the Inquirer pleafes.

Queft. 5. What fort of Men are the Pooref in
the World?

Anfw. Poverty is but a fuggeftion of our own
Fancy , therefore thofe Men arc the Pooreft, who
think they want moft,not thofe that pofTefs Icafti

Queft. 6. What it the Caufe of Dreams ? and
why doth a Perfon receive equals if not more enjoy-
ment in a Dream than in a thing real f

AnfwMdin'j Caufes areby Nacuralifts afiign’d;
thechiefeft is ourComplexion orConftitutidn
the Phlegmatick Dreams of W ater, Snai!”,c”c.
The Chollerick of Fire, Qiiarrels, &c. and fo of
the reft, as to our Enjoyments, Fears, Efcapes,
€7c. *tis effected by the Cooperation of our Con-
ftitution, with the Power of our Imagination,
our Conftitution being the efficient Caufe, and
our Imagination the Formal.

Queft .7. Whether f nee 'tis yottr Opinion that if
a Man be a dtferett and prudent M.in-, he mr.y
ccrnSl the misbehaviour of his Wife by beatings
vige verfa, a Wife being fo qualified.y and having
a Sot to her Husband, whether ffe m<y tor (if



Anfrc. The ]>3wer va*? at fiifr veiled In Man fpecifical'
Fy, without Provifions, diftu.Elions, or Limitations of
Sot, foolifh, weak, iTt. Therefore thefe altering
not his Species by confequence, cannot annul his Pre-
rogative.

Queft. 9, Whaktr uis poOle to commit d si/if tohereof
me kx-'s no former Ida inout bVndf

Arj'-a. The committing a Sin fuppofrs a Rrcach of
fome Law, but there is no Law againft wliat is nor,
and where there is no Law, there is no Tranigreflioii.

Quell. 10. Wkat n tIx Cinuntfrencs arU ik dntfs of
the Earth ?

Arjm. Elias Veneti commenting on SaeroSo'k , af-
firmeth tlie Earths compais to extend 250C00 Stadia®
(S whereof make a mile, ) wliich does far exceed the
received Opinion of tlie moft expert Mathematicians
of all Nations , whofe diverlity in Aflertions proceeds
not from a miftaking the Truth, but from the diver-
lity of Miles in divers Nations, which if you confult
the Maps, you will hncl to be great, if the Qiieftion
be asked in Pfhijh miles, we fay, He that Travels 60
miles towards the North , fliall perceive the Pole to
rile a degree higher, and the Equinoftial to fall a
degree lower. Now 60 miles anfwering a Degree,
and there being 360 in the great Circle, it follows,
that 360 multiplied by 60, produces 21600 miles
Briiijh--------- As to the thicknefs of Che Earth, the
proportion of a Circles Circumference to it's Diame-
ter, is fomething mote than triple, called by Mathe-
. maticians Sef.{ufeprmi , or as 12 to 7. Now upon
working by the Kule of proportion, the Diameter or
Thicknefs of [the Earth is found to be near 7000
miles Britrl]).

Qusft. Il1. Vfhy does the Needle in the Sex Compafs
alrbegn turn to the North ?

Anfiv. Arifioik in his riiyficks, affirms, ( 7 and
with him moft Philofophers, ) that the Laxd"ione at-
trafteth lron unto it by their fimilltude and likenefs
of Subftances 3 for fo you fee they are both of the
like Colour ; Cxfpxr Sothlomy fayi, That the Load-
fhne does not niceily and folely by its attractive Fa-
culty draw Iron unto it, but that it is nourilhed and
fed by/run. The moft receiv’d Opinion is. That there
is under our North Pole an huge black Rock, from
under which the Ocean iffiietli forth in four Cur-
rents, aufwcrablc to the four Corners of the Earth
or four winds, which Rock is thought to be all of
Loid-ftotie 3 fo tliat by a kind of affinity, it draweth
all fuch like Stones or other Metals touched by them
towards it.

Qiieft. 12. why the Sea is fult ?

Anfn. The Veafbn of it is the Sun, by whole Beams
the more thin and fubtle parts are exhal’'d in Vapours,
when the more grofs and terreftrlal parts are left
behind, and become Aduft and Salt. This is evident,
in chat the Southern Seas are falter, and that more in
Summer than the others are : And therefore it is,
that the deeper the Water the frcflier it is, the Sun
having moft power at the top ; Upon the fame ac-
count our Urine is fait , in refiieft that the thinner
and purer part of thit Moiftnre, by. our inbred Heat
is convey’'d and carry’d from our Stomach through
the Fores, when the other fettles ~ and the longer
time it is kept in the Ro;ly, the falter it grows by
the power of Heat working upon if, as ‘tis evident,
by our much Drinking , when Urine pafles quickly,
it is almoft of the fame Nature as it was in the Li-
quor.

Qi_icft. r~. whether Eifoes maybe faid u Breath ?

Anfw. This Queflion hath been long agitated pro isf
contra, Ariftctle denying that they can brcaihe, Tlato and
his Followers affirm they can; driy?oi/f maintaining the
Negative, Reafons thus ; Creatures that want Organs
and Inftruments of breathing, cannot be faid to breathe
or refpirej but fuch are all Fiftiesi therefore, CMe.-----
The P/aion/y/jthus maintain their Breathing: All living
Creatures denyed of Breach, dye, Kut Fifties arc li-
ving Creatures: Therefore, iSc. The M”or is Erroneous,
For | have known a <iurry or Rock of Stone broke a-
funder for building, and in a folid place of it, there lay
a Toad, with juft rocni for her Body and no more',
and when the Rock was broken, aixl the Toad came in-
to the open Air, it Immediately dyed, which ihews tliat
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Tl,e Arif.ote'lm Do-
That Filhfs <lo not
InlUuinents of Bleach-

Creatures may live without Air.
drineis cerrainly the Truth,
breathe, having no Lungs the
ing.

Qnieftions fl-nt in this Week yet unanfv/ered, which
we fliall take Notice of in the next.

Queft. I. Whp Mafter Smith the Co™ee-man in your Ad-
vertifcmeHt, aid plain Mathew and Luke in your Quo-
tations.®

Qneft. 2. why a Horfe, &c.
enough what tKe reft was.

Queft. 3. what caufes the £bbin;i and floningof the Sea?

Queft. 4. What's the reafon that ferae Men have no Beards ?

Queft, 5. Whence proceeds laughing and weeping from one
and the fame thing ?

Qneft. 6. Whether there be Witches ? and what good Boaks
vave been written on that Subled ?

Queft. 7. why Fijh that The in Salt Water tajle frep,
as Whitings, ~c.

Qiieft. 8, whether thereit a Vacuum, and rtibere ?

Cneft. 9. whether there is a Pplnpbrrs Stone ?

Queft. 10. Why do the Hair*and Nails oj Dead People
grow ?

Queft, ij. How Beajjs came into llands?

Queft. 12. Whether ii happier 4 marrjed or
State ?

Qtieft. 13. what fo't of Government is bed?

Qiicft. 14. who is the Author of the laft Query ?

Queft. 15. ]/ the Star in the Conjiellaiion of Cafliopeia,
feeln about 1619, and never befon or finte j was a Mi-
ncle ?

Queft, 16. Whether whet Dr. Sherlock cites out of Bi-
Pop Overabx Convocation Sook®, and other his Affer-
rier;s, be fufficient to ground an Oath ef Allegiance up-
on 7

Queft. 17. Whether a Confefor may difeover Secrets com
mitted to him ?,

Queft. 18. Quitritur num Argentum Vivum a enatora
producturn ( quod nomen Liquoris *cerni apud Pli-
mum meruit, ) inveniri poterit decies fepties aqua

The Querlft knows well

unmarryei

Thamifi ponderefius, & apud quern venalc reperitur
Londini.

Queft. Are Miracles ceas'd?

Queft.»2c. what are we to think of thofe that dye in In-
fancy ?

Queft. 21. Whether Poligamy was lawful to the Jews?

Queft, 22. What is the caufe of Titillation ?

We have receiv'd fome Quefiions which we think
not proper to take any notice of, our Delign being
to anfwer only what is a fning Enteruinment for the
Ingenious, or what docs confift with Faith and good.
Manners : And if we have now, or ftiould hereafter
omit the Refolution of any fuch Qiicftions fent us,
( through over-fight or otherwife, upon frefh notice
given by the Enquirer, he may cxpetl an Anfwer to
his full facisfaftlon. ‘Tis true, we liave already re-
ceiv'd fome Queftions that are very fit to be anfwer-
ed, but arc not fo proper for Coffee-boufes; as to all
fuch we fliall prelerve them carefully by us till the
conclufion of our firft Mulumt , which will be Numb.'o,
and then they fhall be publiftit with a full refolu*
tion, together with a Preface and Index to the whole;
And this will be the'method we (hall always oblervc.
As to the Objedions which we receive from time to

time, we defign to anfwer them every three Weeks;
ror by that time we fuppofe we fliall have enough
to fill one Paper.

Continue to fend your Qiufiions as direfled in the
hrit Gf~ctte, viz. To be left at Mr- Smith't Coffee-
houfe m Stocks-mariet.

ADVERTISEMEMT,

There being through a Mijfahe feveral feeming Reflexions
infested in Religio Bibliopolse, f which being altogether
both undtjervei and undeflgned, ) are now left cut ibreugb-
out the whole Impnjflon. Tk faid Book was both Li-
cens'd and Er.tred according to Order before ever pub-
lijh'd.

P. Smart,
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for P. Smart.





