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H O W  T H E  R O B I N  C A M E ,

B y  J o h n  G . W h i t t i e u .

V o L . X I ,— 6 ,

H a p p y  j-o u n g  fr ie n d s , sit b y  m e , 

U n d e r  M a y ’s b lo w n  a p p le - t r e e ;
H e ar a  story, stran ge a n d  oíd,

B y  th e wild red  Indian s told,
H ow  th e robin  carne to b e :

O n ce a  great c h ie f  le ft his son,—  

W ell-b eloved , his on ly  o n e ,—

W h e n  th e boy was w ell-n igh  grown,
In th e trial-lod ge alone.

L e ft for tortures lo n g  and slow  

Y o u th s  lik e  him  m iist und crgo,
W h o  th cir prid e o f  m an hood test, 

L a c k in g  w ater, food, a n d  rest.

S even  days the fast h e  kep t,
S even  n igh ts h e  n ever siept.

T h e n  th e p oor b o y , w ru n g  w ith  pain, 

W e a k  from  n atu re ’s overstrain, 

F a lterin g , m oan cd a  lo w  com p la in t;
“  S p are  m e, F a th e r, for I f a i n t ! ”

B u t th e  chicftain , h a u gh ty-eyed ,
H id  h is p ity  in his pride.

“  Y o u  sh all b e  a  h u n ter good,

K n o w in g  n e v e r  la c k  o f  fo o d ;

Y o u  sh all be a  w arrior great,
W ise  as fox and stro n g  as b e a r;

M an y scalps you r b e lt sh all wear,

I f  w ith p atien t h ea rt you  w ait 

O n e d a y  m ore ! ”  the fath er said.

W h e n , n ext m orn , th e lo d ge  h e  sought.
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[ D E C B M B 5 B>

A n d  b o iled  sam p  a n d  m oose-m cat b rou gh t 

F o r  th e b o y , h e  found him  dead.

A s  «vith g r ie f  h is grave  th e y  m ade,

A n d  h is b o w  b esid e  h im  laid,
Pipe, and k n ife , a n d  w am pum -braid 

O n  th e lo d ge-to p  overhead,
P ree n in g  sm ooth its b reast o f  red 
A n d  th e brow n coat th a t it w ore,

S a t a  b ird , unkn ow n  before.
A n d  as if  w ith h u m an  ton gue,
M ourn m e n o t ,"  it  said, o r su n g ;

I, a  b ird, am  still y o u r son,
H ap p ier th an  i f  h u n ter fleet,

O r a  b rave , b efore  you r feet 
L a y in g  sca lp s in b a ttle  won.
F rie n d  o f  m an , m y  so n g  sh a ll cheer 
L o d g e  a n d  c o rn -la n d ; h o ve rin g  near,

T o  each  w igtvam  I sh a ll b r in g  

T id in g s  o f  th e  co m in g  sp r in g ;

E v e ry  ch ild  m y  vo ice  sh a ll kn ow  

In  th e  raooti o f  m e ltin g  snow ,
W h e n  th e  m aple ’ s re d  b u d  swells,

A n d  th e w in d-flow cr lifts  its bells.

A s  th eir fond com panion
M en  sh a ll h en ceforth  own you r son,

A n d  m y  so n g sh a ll testify 
T h a t  o f  h u m a n  kin  a m  1. ”

T h u s  th e Indian  le g c n d  saith 
H o w , at first, th e robin  carne 
W ith  a  sw ecter life  from  death,

B ird  fo r b o y , a n d  still the sam e.

I f  m y  y o u n g  friends d oub t th at this 

Is th e  robin ’s génesis,
N o t in vain  is still th e m yth 

I f  a  tru th  b e  found th crew ith :

U n to  gen tlen ess b c lo n g
G ifts  unknow n to  pride and w ro n g ;

H ap p ier far than h a tc  is praise —

H e  w ho sin gs th an  h e  who slays.
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L IT T L E  boy, n am ed  A lm io n , trav- 
e lin g  from  a  d istan t land, cam e at 
even in g  to th e bord ers o f  a  new  
cou ntry. H e  w as v e ry  w eary, and, 
b efore  g o in g  farther, h e  looked 

about fo r a  p lace  in w h ich  to  rest him self. H e 
soon found a  b a n k  o f  soft m oss ben eath  th e facc 
o f a  rock, w hich w as still w arm  from  th e sun- 
shine th at h a d  been  on  it a ll th e afternoon. So 
h e  h i d  h im se lf dow n on th e  m oss, w ith  h is b a ck  
against th e w arm  ro ck , and b ega n  to w onder 
w h at adven tu res aw aited  him  in th e c o u n tiy  over 
yonder. T h e  duskin ess o f  tw ilight h a d  b y  this 
time so overspread th e earth  th at A lm io n  could 
see httle. H e  fan eied th ere  w as a  g lim m cr o f  
m any ligh ts som ew here in th e d istance in front 
o f  him , a n d  a  m u rm ur as o f  m a n y  v o ic e s : but 
while h e  was stra in in g  h is eyes and ears, try in g  
to m ak e ou t w h at th e lig h ts  w ere and w h at th e 
voices said, h is w earin ess overcam e h im , and he 
fell asleep,

H e had a  stra n g e  dream  d u rin g  h is sleep. H e 
dream t th at it  tvas early  'm orning, ju s t  before 
sunrise, a n d  tb a t h e  w as w a lk in g  tow ard th e East, 
when h e  saw , a d va n cin g  to m eet him , a  beautifu l 
httle girl, S h e  w as d ressed  in  a  w onderfu l gar- 
raent, so ft a s  th e touch  o f  th c  south w ind in June, 
M d  c h a n g in g  w ith  rain bow  h u es as she moved.' 
H er h a ir flow ed dow n on h e r  shouldevs lik e  a  deli- 
catc m ist o f  a m b e r ; her e yes sp ark led  lik c  b lu e  
stars, and h e r  v o ice  w as lik e  th e m u sic  o f  birds 
s in p n g  for j o y — o n ly  b ird s can  n ot sp e a k  in words,
a s  ffiis  h ttle  m aiden d id .

‘ ‘ A lm io n , is th at you  ? ”  she said.

I  am  A lm io n ,”  h e  sa id , gazin g  a t  h e r ;  “ but 
I tiave never seen  yo u  before. W h o  are you  ? ”

“ I a m  a  p rin cess,”  she rep lied , “ and I a m  sent 
to be you r com p an ion .”

A lm io n  th o u gh t it w ould b e  pleasan t to have 
such a  lo ve ly  little  com panion. .So h e  stretched 
forth h is h a n d  to ta k e  hers, and said, “  C om e, 
th en , le t  us g o  to g e th e r ! ”

T h a t  can  n ot be, A lm io n ,”  answ ered th e  prin- 
cess, “ u ntil you  h ave  becom e rich  and bcautiful, 
an d  w ear a  ga rm en t lik e  th is o f  m ine. ”

“ H o w  sh all I b ecom e rich a n d  beautifu l, and 
w here sh a ll I  find su ch  a  ga rm en t ? ”  ask ed  tlie 
boy.

“ T h a t  you  m a y  learn in yon d er c o u n try ,”  said 
th e little  princess, p o in tin g  tow ard the W est.
“  T h e re  is w ork to b e  done th ere  which w ill give 
yo u  bo th  ricb e s and b eau ty  a n d  th c  p ow er to 
w eave a  ra in b o w  garm en t. A n d  th en , d e a r A l- 
m ion, w e w ill b e  h a p p y  to ge th er.”

A s  she said  these w ords, th e princess siniled 
a n d  w avcd  h e r  han d  to h im , a s  if  she w ere abou t 
to g o  aw ay. B ut A lm io n  exc la im e d : “ S h a ll I 
n ev e r see you w hile m y  w ork is g o in g  on.? M ust 
I b e  a ll a lo n e ? ”

T h e  prin cess was silen t for a  m om ent, a n d  A l­
m ion faneied h e  saw  tears in h e r  eyes. A t  last she 
s a i d ;

Y o u  w ill not be alone, A lm io n , unless you 
w ish to be. B u t you r princess can  n ot show  her­
s e lf  to you  unless you  seek  fo r her. A n d  som e- 
tim es, perhaps, w h en  y o u  th in k  she is ncarest 
you , she w ill be farth est aw ay. B u t i f  you find 
th c  r ig h t gold, and kn ow  th e true b eau ty , a ll will 
b e  well. O thenvise, even  th o u g h  I stood iDcside 
y o u , y o u  w ould not k n ow  m e .”

“ O h, I sh a ll a lw ays k n ow  y o u ! ”  excla im ed 
A lm io n . T h e  prin cess sm iled a g a in , th ou gh  the
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tears w ere s t ill  in h e r  e yes, a n d  a gain  w aved her 
han d . A n d  a t  th at m om en t th e grea t sun  tose 
a b o v e  th e earth , d irecü y  b e h in d  her, a n d  in its 
stro n g  bvigh tn css h e r  ra in bow  figu re  seem ed to 
b e  absorbed and to van ish  ; s o  th at w h en  fiie  sun 

h a d  risen a  little  h ig h e r, th e p lace  w h ere  sh e  had 

ju st stood  w as e m p ty . A lm io n  turned 
lo ok ed  b e h in d  h im , b u t saw  on ly  h is  lo n g  shadou 
stretch in g  over th e bord erlan d  o f  th e n ew  countr>. 
W ith  that h e  aw oke a n d  ru b b cd  h is  eyes, anc 
fou nd th at it  w as a  d re a m ; b u t th e n ig h t had 
p assed  over h im  w h ile  h e  slept, and the sun had 
indeed arisen, a n d  w as sh in in g  o v e r th e new  coun- 
trv  T h e  prln cess w as now here to b e  s^ en , b 
over th e itieadow  there w as a  w reat^  o f  golden 
m ist that rem in ded  A lm io n  o f  h e r  h a ir, a n d  from  
th e grove carne a  m u sic  o f b ird s th at w as lik e  the 
ton es o f  her v o ice , and th e  grass w as sp n n k led  
w ith  dew  th at sp ark led  lik e  th e tears m  h e r  eyes 
w hen she h a d  sm iled  th ro u gh  th em . h o , al- 
th o u g h  h e  h a d  on ly  dream t o f  her, h e  fe lt sure 
th at she w as a  re á l princess, a n d  th at th ey  w ould

Almfo^Ts sleep  h a d  rested  h im , b u t h e  fe lt quite 
h u n g r y :  so , h a v in g  w ash ed  h is face m  a  broo k  
th a t fiow ed across th e road, h e  set forw ard brisk  y 
in the h o p es o f  m e e tin g  w ith  som e one w ho w ould 
give h im  a  breakfast. T h e  n ew  c o u n ti? , seen 
b v  d a v ligh t, lo ok ed  v e ry  p leasan t. B efore h im  
stretch ed  a  w ide p la in , w h ich , b e y o n d , seem ed  to 
d escen d  in to a  d eep  vaU ey, w ith ro ck y  clefts here 
an d  th ere, and sh a g g y  cliim ps o f  p m e-trees and 
ta n g lc d  bushes. O n th e favther side o f  th is vafiey 
a  grea t m o u n ta in  rose  h ig h  aloft, w ith  a, m isty 
h c ig h t  o f snow y p in nacles, a n d  its d ark  sides, 
above th e forest-belt, seam ed w ith  th e ancient 
furrow s m ade b y  glaciers and avalan ches. T h e  
v a lle y  a n d  th e  m oun tain  seem ed w ild  a n d  pei ilous 
b u t th e  plain  w as fevtile, w ith  cu ltivated  fields and 
w a vin g  crops, a n d  sh ady lo ad s w m d m g through 
th e m idst. U p o n  th e  v e rg e  o f  th e p lam , ju s t  
w here i l  o v e rh u n g  Ihe d eep  v a lle y , stood  a  pretty 
v illa g e  w ith m a n y  little  w h ite  h ouses ra n g e d  in 
row s, e a ch  house w ith  a  red  b r ic k  ch im n ey, and 
stan din g in  th e m id st o f  a  sm all square y a rd  sur- 
roun ded b y  a  w all. T h e  road a lon g w h ich  A lm io n  
w as w alk in g  led  d irectly  to  th is v illa g e , and as 
he  carne n carcr, h e  saw  n um bers o f  little  people 
h a sten in g  to a n d  fro in th e streets. A t  fivst, he 
th o u gh t they w ere ch ild ren , fo r few  o . th em  were 
any ta ller th an  h im se lf; b u t w h en  h e  rea ch ed  the 
entrance o f the v illag e , h e  saw  that then  faces 

w cie otd, lik e  th o s e  o f  grow n-up p eop le . T h e y  a

appeared very  b u sy , fo r th e y  h u rried  a lo n g , with 
th cir  eyes on  th e ground or lo o k in g  stra igh t b e ­
fore th em ; a n d  th e y  p a id  no atten tion  to onc 

another.

“  W ill  yo u  te ll m e w here I can  g e t  som e b re a k ­
fast ? ”  ask ed  A lm io n  o f  one o f  th em  w h o w as

p a ssin g  him . ,
■ T h e  little  m an , w ith o u t sto p p m g  o r even  lo o k ­
in g  arou n d, p oin ted  w ith h is th u m b  o v e r h is shoul­

der, and h u rried  on. . .. .  u
A lm io n  w en t in  th e  direction  m d icated , w hich 

w as tow ard  th e  cen tcr o f  th e v illa g e . O n  h is w ay 
th ith er, h e  p assed  and w as p assed  b y  m a n y  per- 
sons, a n d  often  h e  rep eated  to them  h is  qu esü on , 
“ W h e re  can  I get m y  b rea k fa st?  ”  Som e o f  them  
tu rn ed  th eir h ead s aside, a n d  crossed th e  ro ad  as 
i f  to  g e t  ou t o f  h is w a y ; others stared at h im  and 
fro w n e d ; others sm iled  o d d ly ; a n d  others agam  
n oin ted  w ith  th eir th u m b s in th e sam e w a y  th at 
th e first h a d  done, A t  la st th e h u n g ry  travelcT 
carne to  a  la rg e  open sq u are , in th e m id st o f  w hich 
w as a  la rg e  tab le  h e a p ed  u p  w ith p ies a n d  cake 
an d  oth er g o o d  th in g s to  e a t ;  a n d  sittm g in  a  
ch a ir  beside th e  tab le  w as a  litt le  o íd  wom an 
th e very  first w om an  th at A lm ion  lia d  seen  in  the

w h ole  v illage.
“  G o o d -m o rn in g ,”  sa id  A lm io n , w a lk m g  up to 

th e ta b le . “  Is th is b rea k fa st fo r m e ? ”
T h e  o íd  w om an  h a d  tw o  b o xes, one on each  side 

o f  h e r , b o th  co n ta in in g  a  q u an tity  o f  c o a ^  ^ ,7  
du st th a t g lo w ed  in  th e su n lig h t w i *  4  
taw n v  lu ster, a n d  w h ich  A lm io n  th o u gh t lo ok ed  
too d irty  to  h an d le . N everth elcss, th e  o íd  woraan 
k e p t d ip p in g  h e r  fin gers in to th e  b o x  on  th e n g h t, 
d u tc h in g  up han dfuls o f  th e ye llo w  du st, and put- 
tin g  it  in to the b o x  on  th e  le ft ;  a n d  every  üm e 
sh e  d id  th is, she w ould m u tter to h e rse lf  th e fol­

lo w in g  r h y m e ;

“ Double musí, preuy 
H c a i t s  o f  m e n  a n d  ¡ r o n  r i i s t "

O n h c a rin g  A lm io n ’s qu estion , sh e  g la n ccd  up 
at h im  for a  m om en t, a n d  th e n  sa id , w h ile  she 
w en t on  w ith h e r  occup ation  : ‘ Y e s ,  if  y o u  have

20ld e n o u g h .”
“ W h a t  sort o f  g o ld ? ”  ask ed  A lm io n , rem em -

bering w h a t  t h e  prin cess h a d  to ld  him .

“ T h e  r ig h t sort, to  b e  su re ,”  answ ered oíd 
w o m a n —  “  th e  sort I h a v e  h e r e ; ”  a n d  sh e  fished 
un an oth er h an dful o f  th e taw n y dust.

“ I f  th a t is g o ld ,”  sa id  A lm io n , “ I h a v e  nonc,

a n d  don ’ t w a n t a n y .”  v '„a
“ T h e n  y o u  don ’ t w ant a n y  break fast, replie

th e  o íd  w om an.
N o w  A lm io n  d id  w a n t h is  b rea k fast very  m uch. 

a n d  th e  sigh t o f  th e  cak es and pies lia d  m ade him 
h im g ric r  than ever. S o  h e  sa id , “ W h e re  can  I

find th e go ld , t h e n ? ”  ,
“ W h e re  oth er ho n est fo lk s do, I suppose,

turned she.
“  A n d  w here is tlia t ? ”
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“ In th e p i t ! ”  was h e r  a n sw e r; and n othin g 
more could h e  in d u ce  h e r  to  say, excep t to m utter 
the oíd d o g g e r e l:

“  D oubk musí, pretty dust,
H caits of men and Íron rusr,”

A lm ion  turned aw ay, fee lin grath erd o w n -h earted ; 
but h e  told h im se lf th at su ch  ye llo w  dirt as th e oíd 
woman w anted m u st b e  com m on  en o ugh , a n d  th at 
if  be could but find his w ay to th e p it, a ll w ould 
soon be well. “ B esid e s,”  added  h e , brigh ten in g  
up a  little , “  g o ld  is  w h at th e princess to ld  m § 
to g e t ; and i f  th e  o íd  w om an  told th e truth about 
this b e in g  th e r ig h t go ld , th en  I sh a ll n ot only 
be earn in g m y  break fast, b u t m y  princess, too ! ’ ’ 
T his idea  so en cou raged  h im  th at h e  stepp ed  out 
briskly, and, o v e rta k in g  a  little  m an  w h o was 
h u rry in g  a lo n g  w ith  a  spade in on e  han d  and a 
bu cket in th e other, h e  in qu ired  h is w ay  to the 
pit.

T h e  little m an ga ve  h is h e a d  a  je r k  in th e d irec­
tion m  w hich th ey  bo th  w ere g o in g , as m u ch a s  to 
say that th e pit la y  b efore  th e m ; so , w ithout m ore 
words (for A lm io n  h a d  b y  th is tim e b egu n  to find 
out that v e ry  little  ta lk in g  w as do n e in th is cou n ­
try), th e y  jo g g e d  a lo n g  to g e th e r  sid e  b y  side, and 
the road b y  which th e y  w ent le d  tow ard th e deep 
valley b eyon d  th e verge  o f  th e plain.

W h e n  th e y  g o t th ere, A lm io n  lo ok ed  down and 
saw an im m en se hole, b ig  en ough to h ave  h e ld  a  
good-sized h i ll;  a n d  m ultitudes o f  th e little  people 
were scattered  a ll abou t in its depths, w o rk in g  as 
if their lives dep en d ed  u pon  it. E a c h  m an  h a d  a 
spade a n d  a  b u ck et, a n d  th e y  w ould first loosen 
the earth w ith  th eir sp ades, a n d  then sit down and 
sift ic care fu lly  th ro u gh  th eir fin g ers; and a ll the 
yellow  grain s th at w ere sifted  out th e y  w ould put 
into the bu ckets. It was a  very  tiresom e and 
clirty busm ess, b u t otherw ise th ere  seem ed to  be 
no p a rticu lar d ifficu lty  abou t it, a n d  A lm ion 
thought h e  w ould soon  b e  a b le  to g e t  a ll th e go ld  
he needed. S o  h e  se t abou t c lam b erin g  dow n into 
the pit B u t, b efore  d o in g  so, h e  lo ok ed  ou t across 
the v a lley  and tow ard  th e m oun tain . T h e  vallei- 
was a  vast ch asm  o f  w ild  a n d  aw fu l b e a u ty ; thé 
sunshine n ev e r seem ed  to find ¡ts w a v  in to the 
lower depths, w here th e b la c k  ro cks aiid  sw arthy 
pines m ade a  sort o f  m id n ight even  a t  noon. F a r  
Dcyond, on  th e  farther side, uprose th e m ig h tv  
niounta.n, to w erin g  tow ard th e sk y , ste cp  and 
sublime, w ith th e puré g lea m  o f  snow upon its 
pm iiacled sum m it. It seem ed a  p ity  to g o  down 
mto the d irty  p it, ou t o f  s ig h t o f  a ll this gran deu r 
Dut how eJse w as A lm io n  to earn  h is break fast ’  
Down h e  w ent, therefore, a n d  on his w a y  h e  asked 

is com panion w h ether a n y  on c e ve r h a d  crossod 
h e v a ile y a n d  clim b ed  th e m ountain. T h e  little

m an seem ed p erp lexed  a t  this question. H e put 
on a  p a ir  o f  horn  sp ectacles a n d  stared in the 
direction A lm io n  p oin ted  ; b u t soon he sh oo k  h is 
h ead  and sm iled  od d ly , a s  m u ch as to sa y  tliat 
there w ere no su ch  th in gs as a  v a lle y  and a  m ount- 
am , a n d  th at A lm io n  m ust b e  out o f  h is w its to 
ta lk  abou t su ch  th in gs. I t  is eviden t, how ever, 
th at one m ig h t as w ell sh ut o n e ’s eyes a s  attem p t 
to see  th ro u gh  a  pair o f  horn  spectacles.

A l l  d ay lo n g , A lm io n  d u g  a n d  sifted in th e p it 
a n d  b y  e v e n in g  h e  h a d  quite a  la rg e  heap  o f  y e l­
lo w  dust in h is b u c k e t ; b u t h e  was a ll b egi im ed 
w ith d irt, and v e ry  tired. A s  h e  c lim bed ou t o f  
th e ho le, on his w ay  b a c k  to th e v illag e , h e  saw 
th at a  m U t h a d  g a th ered  over th e va lley , m a k in g  
it lo o k  lik e  a  c lo u d y  o c c a n ; b u t around th e crest 
o f  th e m ountain w as a  w reath o f  vapor, w hich the 
se ttin g  sun had tu rn ed  in to celestial gold. A s 
A lm io n  gBzed a t it, a  fear carne over him  th at tliis 
m ig h t b e  th e r ig h t so rt o f  go ld  a fter a ll, a n d  tliat 
th e s tu ff h e  h a d  in h is b u ck et was n o th in g  b u t the 
d irt th at it  ap p eared  to be. T h e  th ou gh t alm ost 

m a d e h im  c r y ;  b u t ju s t  at th at m om en t som e one 
touched h is sh ou ider, a n d  lo o k in g  arou n d, whom  
sh ou ld  h e  see b u t th e little  o íd  w om an, w ith  a  
b a sk e t fu ll o f  p ies and cak es on her arm.

“  C o m e, m y  d e a r,”  sh e  said, sp e a k in g  in a  m uch 
p leasan ter tone than in th e m orning. “  Y o u  h ave  
d u g  w ell to-d ay, a n d  th at is a  fine lo t o f  g o ld  you  
h ave  sifted  out. C om e h om e with m e, and sin ce  
you  h a d  no b rea k fast this m orning, yo u  shall noiv 
h ave  breakfast, d inner, and su p p er a il in  one. 
C o m e a lo n g , m y  d e a r; you  w ill b e  as rich  and 
han dsom e a s a n y  o f  them  before lo n g .”

T h e  s ig h t o f  th e good  th in gs to eat, a n d  th e 
pleasan t m an n er o f  the o íd  w om an, encou raged 
A lm io n  grea tly , a n d  m ade h im  forget a ll about 
th e go lden  w reath  on th e m ountain . So h e  le t 
th e o íd  w om an take him  to h e r  house, w hich was 
a  litU e square w h ite  b u ild in g  lik e  th e others, with 
a  b r ick  ch im n ey, and a  w all su rro im d in g th e yard. 
T h e re  A lm io n  ate  u ntil h e  was sa tis fie d ; and then, 
fee lin g  ver>’ h e a v y  and stupid, h e  fell aslcep . But 
he h a d  no su ch  dream  as had visited  him  th e n igh t 
before.

H e w as aw akened in tite m o rn in g b y  hearin g  
the voice o f  the oíd w om an ín th e k itchen , where 
sh e  w as sco ld in g  so m ebo d y very  hard. A lm io n  
lo ok ed  in, a n d  saw her stan d in g  over a  little  creat­
ure in a  b la ck  gow n, w ho w as on h e r  knees scrub- 
b in g  th e k itch en  floor.

“ W h o  is th at you are s c o ld in g ? ”  A lm io n  
asked.

“ S h e is our scrvan t, m y d e a r,”  th e oíd wom an 
a n sw ered ; “ and a  m ore  lazy, good -fo i-n o th in g, 
vicious little  w retch does n ot live in this v illage! 
A n d  the m ore I scoid h e r  th e worse she " c t s .”

Ayuntamiento de Madrid



|:l

A lm io n  th o u gh t th at, in th a t case, it  m ig h t b e  
b e tter  n ot to sco ld  h e r  at all. B u t ju s t  at that 
m om en t th e o íd  w om an b e g a n  to  la y  th e tab le  for 
break fast, a n d  th e s ig h t o f  it put th e th o u g h t o f  
th e little  servant ou t o f  h is h ead . H e  a te  very 
h e a rtily , th e o íd  w o m an  a ll th e w h jle  p ressin g him  
to eat m o r e ; a n d  w h en  h e  h a d  finished, she said : 

“ A n d  now , m y  dear, y o u  can  g o  b a c k  to thc

day A s  h e  w en t ou t o f  th e house, h e  h ea rd  the 
oíd  w om an  sco ld in g  M on a, th e little  servan t, m 
th e k itch en , and h e  even  th o u g h t she w as bea tm g 
her. H e  cou ld  n o t h elp  fee lin g  sorry for th e  poor 
creature, w h o seem ed to  h im  m ore feeb le  a n d  u n ­
h a p p y  th an  vicious. B u t  h e  told h im se lf  th at the 
o íd  wom an m ust k n ow  m ore abou t th at than h e  ; 
so h e  drove th e subject out o f  h is m in d, and w ent

‘ S H Ü  C K R T A I N L Y  IS

p it a n d  get som e m ore o f  th e p retty  dust. A n d  
w h ile  yo u  are  aw ay, I w ill b e g in  to  w eave your

ga rm en t for y o u .”  , • . .
“  M y  rain bow  g a rm e n t? ”  cried  A lm io n , b n g h t-

e n in g  up.
“ T o  b e  sure, m y  d e a r; o n ly  iC w ill be m ucn 

p rettier th jn  a  rainbow , for it  w ill b e  a ll m ade of 
go ld  a n d  precious stones. A n d  th e  m ore d u st you 
get th e p rettier it  w ill b e , a n d  the soon er it  w ill be

fin ished.”  . ,
“  A n d  th en  sh a ll I find m y  princess ? in quired

A lm io n .
“ T o  b e  sure you  w ill, m y  d e a r,”  rep lied  the 

other, n od din g k n o w in gly . “ Y o u  w ill find her 
sooner th an  y o u  exp ect, a n d  a  v e ry  p retty  p n n - 
cess she w ill b e , th o u g h  I say it .”

A lm io n  lo o k e d  at th e o íd  w om an, and it  seem ed 
to  h im  th a t she w as n eith er so o íd  ñ o r so  u g ly  as 
th e d a y  before, a n d  h e r  v o ice  w as qu ite  soft and 
agrecab le . H e  h a rd ly  k n ew  w h at to  m a k e  ’o f  i t ; 
bu t h e  resolved to get a  great dea l o f  d u st th at

C K E A T U U E ,' S A I P  A L M I O N  T O  H I M S E L F .

dow n to th e p it. A s  h e  d escen ded, h e  g lan ced  
over at th e v a lle y  a n d  th e m oun tain  ; b u t a  h e a v y  
gra y  m ist s till la y  o v c r  th e  form er, a n d  th e latter 
seem ed so rem óte a n d  d im  as a lm ost to b e  invisi­
ble. B u t  th e p it w as fu ll o f  little  m en , a ll o f  them  
w o k i n g  as h a rd  a s  i f  th eir liv es d ep en d ed  u pon  it, 

and ch a n tin g  this r h y m e :

“  Frctty pelf, ptetcy pelf,
Every man for himself:
Lay it up on ihc shelf,
Pretty pelf, pretty pelf.”

A t  first, it striick  A lm io n  as b e in g  m ere  m ean- 
in gless d o g g e re l;  b u t a fter aw hile , as th e chant 
w en t on, h e  fou n d h im se lf  jo in in g  in  w ith  th e rest, 
a n d  th e ch a n tin g  o f  th e w ords seem ed rea lly  to 
m a k e  th e d ig g in g  a n d  siftin g easier to h im . So 
h e  d u g  a n d  siftcd  a n d  ch an ted  a ll d a y  lo n g , and 
b y  e v e n in g  h e  h a d  filled  h is b u c k e t up to th e  brim  
w ith  ye llo w  dust. A t  th e p it’s  m o u th  h e  m et the 
o íd  w om an, a s  b e fo re ; b u t it  w as suvprising to see 
ho w  m u ch  she h a d  im p roved  in  ap p earan cc. She
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seem ed scarcely  m ore than m id d le-aged , a n d  her 
face w as alm ost handsom e. A lm io n  gazed at her, 
and h ard ly  k n ew  w h at to m ak e o f  it.

“  T h e re  yo u  are , m y  d e a r ! ”  sh e  excla im ed, 
sm iling a t  h im ; “  and a  v e i7  good  d a y ’s  w ork you  
have done, sure en o ugh . C o m e h om e w ith m e at 
o n ce; th ere  is a  d e lic io u s su p p er w a itin g , i f  th at 
lazy g ir l. M ona, h as n ot sp oiled  it  w h ile  I was 
away. B u t  I ’l l  g iv e  h e r  w h at she deserves ! ”

“  W h y  don ’t  y o u  sen d  h e r  aw ay, sin ce  she is 
good for n oth in g  ? ”  a sk e d  A lm io n .

“ A h !  th at is  ju st w h at she w ould lik e ;  b u t I ’m  
not g o in g  to p lease  h er. N o , in d e e d ; she sh all 
stay  and w ork h e r  fingers to th e  b o n e, if  I  h a v e  to 
scold her from  m o rn in g till n ig h t. B u t  d o n ’t  you  
trouble y o u rse lf  abou t h er, m y  dear. I h ave  b e ­
gun to w eave y o u r ga rm en t, a n d  it  w ill b e  finished 
b y  the end  o f  th e w eek , i f  yo u  w o rk  as w ell as you 
have d o n e.”

W h e n  th ey  rea ch ed  th e house, th e m istress 
bustled  abou t to g e t  th e  su p p er on th e table, 
ratin g M on a so u n d ly  a ll th e while. A lm io n  p eep ed  
into th e k itch en , a n d  th ere  w as th e little  servant 
on  her k n ee s on th e floor, scru b b in g  a w a y  with 
soap and sand, a n d  lo o k in g  d in g ier a n d  ra g g c d e r 
th an  ever, S h e  k e p t  h e r  face tu rn ed  a w a y  from  
A lm io n , b u t h e  co u ld  im a g in e  how  h o m ely  and 
h a gg ard  it m ust look. “  S h e certa in ly  is a  w retched 
little creatu re ,”  h e  said  to h im se lf; “ I w ish we 
cou ld  g e t  rid  o f  h e r  a lto g e th e r.”  B y  th is tim e 
supper w as re a d y , a n d  it tasted  even  b etter than 
the e ve n in g  b efore , a n d  A lm io n  a te  t i ll  h e  was 
a s  full as h is ow n b u ck et, his com pan ion  h e a p in g  
m ore good  th in gs on  his píate. A t  la st h e  fairly  
fell asleep  in h is ch air, and slep t h e a v ily  until the 
next m orning.

A t  breakfast th e o íd  w om an  ap p eared , lo ok in g  
so  fresh a n d  y o u n g  and a g re e ab le  th at it w as 
piainly im p ossible  to th in k  o f  h e r  a s  an o íd  w om an 
any longer. S h e  w as you th fu l, rosy, co m cly , with 
the softest o f  voices a n d  th e sw eetest o f  sm iles. 
H er eyes w ere b r ig h t b lu e, lik e  b its o f  b lu e  cliina^ 
and instead o f  th e o íd  h o od  w h ich  had, t i ll  now, 
covered h e r  h ead , she w orc a  g re a t coil o f  ye llow  
hair, very  m u ch th e sam e co lo r a s  th e g o ld  dust 
that A lm io n  h a d  been so  b u sy  ga th erin g . A lto - 
gethgr, i f  A lm io n  h a d  n ot had a n  id ea  th at h e  had 
heard h e r  sco ld in g  a n d  b e a tin g  th at w retch ed  little

M on a ju s t  before h e  w as fu lly  aw ak e, h e  w ould 
h ave  tak en  h e r  to  b e  a  ch a rm in g  y o u n g  la d y , as 
good -tem p ered  as sh e  w as good -lookin g. B u t it 
w ás a  curious fact, w h ich  A lm io n  h a rd ly  k n ew  w hat 
to m ak e of, th at w h en ever she sp o k e  to M on a, her 
voice h a d  th e sam e harsh  and crack ed  to n e th at 
h e  h a d  n oticed  w h en  h e  first ta lk e d  w ith  h e r  in 
th e m ark et-p lace, as sh e  sat sco o p in g  the. du st out 
o f  one b o x  in to th e other. A s  for M on a, it  did  
not seem  lik e ly  th at she w ould  la st m u ch  lo n ger. 
S h e tottered  abou t as i f  she w ere g o in g  to fa ll 
dow n from  w eakness, a n d  h e r  oíd b la c k  gow n 
h u n g  abou t h e r  in tatters. S h e h a d  ap p aren tly  
go t a ll the age  a n d  in firm ity th at h e r  m istress had 
lost.

“ G ood -m orn in g, A lm io n  d e a r ,” said  th e y o iln g  
la d y , sm ilin g  a t  h im  w ith  h e r  b lu e  eyes a n d  her 
red  lips. “  H o w  w cil and handsom e y o u  lo o k  after 
y o u r n ig h t’s sleep 1 A n d  y o u  w ill soon b e  so  rich 
th at n o th in g  sh ort o f  a  prin cess w ill b e  good  
en o u g h  for you , B u t see  w h at a  beautifu l garm en t 
I ara  w e a v in g  for y o u — a ll go ld  th read  a n d  pre- 
cious s to n e s ! ”

“ Y e s , it  is v e ry  fin e ,”  said A lm io n , lo o k in g  at 
th e half-fin ished garm en t, w h ich  w as r ic h , h ea vy , 
a n d  g litte rin g . “  B u t it  does n ot lo ok  m u ch  lik e  a 
ra in bow .”

“ T h e re  is  alw ays a  d ifference, A lm io n  d e a r ,”  
rep lied  sh e, in  a  so ft voice, “ betw een  w h at onc 
im agin es in  a  dream  a n d  w h at o n e  sees in reality. 
A  ga rm en t m ade o f  a  ra in b o w  w ould n ot last you  
ten  m in u te s; it  is n o th in g  b u t a s i l l y f a n c y ;  but 
this th a t I am  m a k in g  for yo u  is a ll gem s and 
p reciou s m etal, a n d  w ill la st a ll y o u r life. ”

“ B u t I saw  th e  princess in m y  d re a m ,”  said 
A lm io n . “ W a s  she a  s illy  fan cy, t o o ? ”

“  A  rea l princess is b e tter  th an  a  d ream  o n c ,” 
answ ered th e oth er, n o d d in g  w ith  a  k n o w in g  look.
“  B u t, dear- m e ! ”  she ad d e d , tu rn in g  aw ay, 
“ there is th at lazy  w retch . M on a, a t  h e r  tricks 
a gain  ! ”  A n d  she ran into th e k itchen.

“  S o  this it  is to b e  rich  a n d  handsom e 1 ”  said 
A lm io n  to him self, witli a  sig h , a s  h e  a te  h is b re a k ­
fast. “  B u t  the re a l princess —  w h o can  sh e  b e  ? ”  
In  truth, A lm io n  had b egu n  to h ave  an  id e a  th at 
th e rea l prin cess w as n ot far o ff; b u t for the 
p resen t h e  th ou gh t it as w ell to k e ep  h is  ideas to 
him self.

( T o  61 conclltiUd.)
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T H E  R P I Y M E  F O R  T W E L F T H .  

B y  F r a n k  M. B i c k n e l l .

m /

1-NCE upon a  tim e th ere  w as a  y o u th  w ho had 
n ever learn ed  a  trad c, and n ot k n ow in g 
w h at else to d o  for a  liv in g , h e  reso lved  to 
b e  a  poet. S o  h e  h u n g  a  sign  o v e r his 

door, a n d  sa t dow n in  fron t o f  h is  cot­
ta g e  to w ait fo r pati-ons. B u t th e people 
o f  th at cou n try  w ere p easan ts, w h o kn ew  

n o th in g  abou t p o etry , a n d  for m a n y  d a ys n o one 
carne n car him , A t  la st, how ever, th e K in g  drovc 
b y  and saw  his sign . N o w , th e  K in g  w as a  very 
stupid person, w h o k n ew  little  en o u g h  abou t any-

' ‘ « “ th ”  K m g  ,o ,i= e d  ,1.0 p oo.’s s ign , hn w .n .c d  ta n w  its a e n n i n g , .»  h= snid ,o  .h e  C n .e e h .e d :

“  A tten tio n , K o r u h l! W h a t  do yo u  see over y o n d e r d oor?
“  A  sign -b o ard  b e a rin g  th e w ord ‘ P o c t ,’ s i te ,”  answ ered th e C atech ised , p rom p tly .
“  V e r y C o d , ”  said  t h f  K in g , ap p rovin gly  ; “ a n d  w h at does th e w ord  ‘ p o e t ’ s.g m fy , K o .u h l?

now  te ll m e - w h a .  do w e  u n d etstan d  b y  th e term  p o e t r y ? ”
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“  P o e tiy , sire, is  m etrica l com p osition ,”  returned 
th e C atech ised , a n d  th e K in g  b ecam e silen t until, 
noticing th at th e C atech ised  seem ed to b e  ponder- 
in g  d eep ly , h e  e x c la im e d ;

“  K o ru h l, w h a t do yo u  suppose I am  th in k in g  
about ? ”

“ S ire ,”  answ ered th e C atech ised , slow ly, “ yo u  
have a lread y a  C o u rt O rator, a  C o u rt H istorian, 
a  C ou rt S tory-te ller, a  C o u rt R id dle- 
m aker, a n d  a  C o u rt J e ste r; perhaps 
you w ant to  add a  C o u rt P o e t .”

“ Y o u  h ave  g u essed  m y  thoughts,
K o ru h l,”  rctu rn ed  th e K in g , m u ch d e­
lighted. “ L e t  it  b e  d o n e .”

So th e p o et w as tak en  to th e  p alace, 
and m ade C o u rt P o et, H e  w as given 
a  fine ap artm en t, w here h e  m ig h t sit 
and m ed ítate  a ll d a y  lo n g , a n d  every- 
body w ho saw  him  adm ired  h im , for he 
had a  p a lé  face , lo n g , fair liair, and 
large, m oum fu l eyes.

“ H ow  han dsom e and in terestin g  he 
is ! ”  th e y  a ll said. “  H e  looks a s  i f  h e  
could w rite b e a u tifu l p o e try .”  Y e t  no 
one ever k n ew  o f  h is w ritin g  a  sin gle  
word.

E v e ry  m orn in g, th e K in g  sat in his 
audience ch am ber, a fter th e fashion  o f 
th e cou ntry, a n d  h ea rd  th e com plaints 
and settled  th e  d isputes th a t h is subjects 
brou gh t before h i m ; th a t ís to sa y , this 
business w as a tten d ed  to w ith  th e help  
o f  th e C atech ised , w ho w as a lw ays the 
real ju d g e . O n e d a y , a fter an  unu su al 
num ber o f  decisions h a d  been  rendered, 
th e K in g  sa id , w ith  a  grea t y a w n :

ctffin

C o v ]ií n o t tKirJí 

■for

“  P erh ap s, sire, y o u  are  g o in g  to b id  m e send 
for tire C ou rt P o e t, a n d  order him  to m a k e  som e 
verses fo r yo u  ? ”

“ E x a c t ly , K o ru h l,”  answ ered thc K in g , m uch 
p leased ; “ le t it be d o n e.”

T h e  C ou rt P o e t b e in g  sum m oned and th e K in g ’s 
wishes m ade know n, h e  bo w cd  low  a n d  s a id :

' O n w h at su bject w ill Y o u r  M ajesty  h ave  m e 
w rite ? ”

“  K o ru h l,”  dem an dcd  the K in g , “  on 
w h at su b je ct do p oets u su ally  w rite ? ”  

“ O n  a  v a r ic ty  o f  su bjects, s ire ,”  
answ ered th e C a te c h is e d ; “ th ou gh  in 

th is case y o u  w ill doubt- 
less a sk  for a  p oem  to be 

read  on th e tw elftb 
b irth -d ay  o f 
th e princess, 
w h ich  w ill 
occur next 

m o n th ." 
T h e  K in g  

n odded 
loftily

to  the 
C o u rt Poet.

, “  S u ch  is m y  
w il l ; le t  it  be 
d o n e.”

“ Y o u r  M aj­
esty  is doubt- 
Icss aw are,”  
sa id  th e C ou rt 
P o et, “ th atp o - 
e try  is a  w ork 

o f  tim e, a n d  to be 
re a lly  go o d  m ust b e  
w ritten in so litu de.”  

“ C e rta in ly ,”  re­
turned th e K in g , w ho 
w ould h ave been 
ash am ed to a p p ea r 
ign o ran t in the m at­
t e r ;  “ yo u  m a y  g o  
b a c k  to y o u r apart­
m en t u ntil th e poem  
is d o n e.”

S o  th e C o u rt P o e t 
w en t to h is room  
a ud, ta k in g  pen  and 
p ap er, h e  th ou gh t

m u d f ° h f d  ¡h - T -  fbtigued, w ith so  in ten tly  u ntil bed-tim e ; b u t h e ' ^ S  n otM n g w h lt-

X a l  l  a m  ‘ i f  ^ h e  n ex t day , it  w as th e sam e ; h e  d id  not
g o m g  to do for recreation  ? w ritc becau se  lie  cou ld  n ot th in k  o f  a n y th in g  to say.
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“ I f  I cou ld  on ly  m ak e a  b e g in n in g ,”  h e  ex- th ro u gh . I  m ust find a  su itable  rh ym e for

[c ft pSvlsvcc 

¿t-ndi \x/erkt to  ^

p en  and w en t to  the C ou rt P h y sic ia n  for h elp . 
T h e  C o u rt P h y sic ian  w as a  le a rn e d  m an , a n d  w hen 
th e C ou rt P oet a sk e d  h im  h ow  h e  sh ou ld  b e g in  his 
poem , h e  answ ered im m ed iate ly  :

“ O h , th at is very  s im p le ; y o u r first two lines 

sh ou ld  b e  so m eth in g  lik e  th is :

“  Beautiful üitle prircess, on your birthday— ’t is  the iweiíth—  
Permit your loviog suhjecut lo inquire about your hcaliti.

T h e  C ou rt P o e t th an k ed  h im  and w en t b a c k  to 
h is  w o rk , b u t as h e  rep eated  th e lin es to him self, 
h e  n oticed  th at henlth w as n ot a  rh ym e for Iweljtk

a t a ll. ,  , .
“ T h is  w ill n ot d o ,”  h e  sa id ; “  unless I b eg in  

m y  p oem  a rig h t, I sh a ll n ever b e  a b le  to  carry  it

A lm o st covered  h is face ; b u t a lth o u g h  h e  th ou gh t 
stca d ily  for a  lo n g  tim e, h e  cou ld  n o t th in k  o f  any

ío\ t-wclfth. , , ,  a-a
“ T h is  is v e r y  stra n g e ,”  h e  said  a t  la s t ; I  clid 

n o t k n ow  I sh ou ld  b e  trou bled  in th is w ay, Per- 
h a p s i f  I  g o  ou t in to th e  open air th e rh y m e  w ill 
com e to  m e. I h ave  h ea rd  th a t p octs som etirnes 
w rite th eir p o e try  w h ile  w a n d erin g  in  th e fie ld s.”

S o  h e  le ft  th e  p a lace  a n d  w en t to w alk. H e  h a d  
n ot b een  ou t v e ry  lo n g  w h en  h e  h ea rd  som e birds 
s in g in g  a m o n g  th e trees. T h is  le d  him  to w onder 
if  th e y  ever su n g  in rh ym e, a n d  h e  lis ten ed  to 
them  p atien tly  for n ea rly  an hour, h o p in g  to h ear 
a  rh ym e for tw elfth;  b u t th e  birds k n ew  n othin g 
a b o u t twelfth o r its rh ym es, a n d  so h e  w as disap- 
pointed , B y  a n d  b y , a  b r ig h t id e a  carne to  him .

“  I w ill a sk  every  on c 1 m e e t,”  h e  said  ; “  surely 
som e on c m u st k n o w  a  rh y m e  fo r twelfth."

T h e  first person  w ho ch a n c e d  to p ass th a t w ay 
w as th e  C o u rt H istorian , w h o w a lk ed  w ith han ds 
clasped b e h in d  h im  a n d  e yes fixcd  on th e  ground.

“ N o ,”  sa id  h e , gran d ly , in  answ er to th e ques­
tion  o f  th e C o u rt P o e t, “ h is to iy  n ever uses rh y m es; 
th e y  are  u n d ign ified ,”  a n d  h e  w en t h is w ay.

N e x t carne th e C o u rt O rator, w h o h e ld  h is h ead  
very  h ig h  a n d  w aved  h is h an d s in a ir  m ajestically  
a s  h e  reh earsed  a  sp eech  h e  w as to g ive  th a t even ­
in g  a t  a  g ran d  d inner. H e  w ould h a rd ly  listen  to

th e C o u rt P o e t at all.
“  R h y m in g  is a  silly  am usem ent, u n w o rth y a  

grea t m in d ,”  h e  d eclared , a n d  a lso  w en t h is  w ay.
T h e n  carne th e C ou rt R id d le-m ak er, in  a  great

“ í  am  ch a sin g  an id e a ,”  h e  sa id ; “  do n ot stop 
m e 1 h ave  so m eth in g  else to  do b esid e  find ing 
rh ym es for oth er p eop le  ; I  h ave  a lre a d y  too m u ch
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trouble w itb  m y  ow n d u ties,”  and h e , too, disap- 
peared.

A s  th e C o u rt P o e t cast h is eyes ab ou t, h e  saw, 
sitting on a  ston e b en ch  u n d er a  tree, a  m an  w ho 
was w ecp in g  b itte r ly ; a n d  w h en  h e  w en t tow ard 
him  h e  saw  h e  w as no oth er th an  th e C ou rt Jester.

“ W h a t  is th e  m a tt e r ? ”  h e  in quired, b en d in g  
over him .

“  N o th in g ,”  answ ered th e  C o u rt Jester.
“  W h y  do yo u  w eep , then ? ”  p crsisted  th e C ou rt 

Poet-

“  B ecau se  th e K in g  h as given  m e a  holiday. 
A fte r  I h ave  ca rn e d  m y  b rea d  so  m an y ye ars  b y  
m ak in g  jo k c s  a n d  b e in g  in erry , w h y  m a y  I not 
now enjoy a  few  tears und istu rbed ? ”

“  C e rta in ly , yo u  m a y ; o n ly  te ll m e  first, d o  you  
kn ow  any rh y m e  fo r Iwel/th ? "  _

“  N o ,”  re p lie d  th e C o u rt Jester, sh ortly.
“ A la s I  w h at sh a ll I  d o ?  C a n  n o one 

g ive  m e th e  in form ation  I need ? ”
“  H a v e  y o u  been  to th e saffron-faced C ar- 

rotufti ? ”  a sk e d  th e C ou rt Jester, ta k in g  a  
little  p ity  on  him ,

  ^

“ In th e low er le ft-han d córn er o f  th e K in gd om  
o f  K an d alab ara , in a  ston'e h o u se .”

T h e  C o u rt P o e t th an ked  the C o u rt Jester (who 
im m ed iately  resum ed his w eep in g  Just w h ere  he 
h a d  le ft it  o ff) a n d  se t ou t for th e house o f  th e saf­
fron-faced C arro tu fti, w here h e  a ir iv e d  in about 
five  days. T h is  house was v e ry  la rg e , for a lth o u gh  
o n ly  th e C arro tu fti lived  in  it , h e  h a d  so  m an y 
w ords, letters, figures, a n d  oth er u sefu l a n d  curi­
ous th in gs, th at a  grea t d ea l o f  room  w as necessary 
to h o ld  th em . T h e  CaiTOtufti w as a  v e ry  o íd  per- 
son w ith  b righ t yellow  skin  a n d  a  lo n g  w h ite  beard, 
a n d  h e  w ore a  green  gow n, a  p a ir o f  im m ense 
round-éyed sp ectacles, and a  p oin ted  cap . H e 
w as e xceed in g ly  b u sy  w h en  th e C o u rt P o e t entered 
h is  house, fot th ere  w ere,-w aitin g to b e  served, phi-

' é

' , § r \  .

“ N o , I h ave  n o t ,”  return ed the C o u rt Poet, 
b righ tenin g. “  W h o  ís h e  ? ”

“  D o  yo u  n ot k n ow  ? ”  a sk e d  th e C o u rt Jester, in 
surprise. “  H e  is th e w isest m an  in th e w orld  and 
h e  deais in la n g u a ge . H e  h as a  collection  o f  m any 
tliousand w ords, from  w hich h e  se lls to those who 
w an t to b u y . I f  there are  a n y  rh ym es for twelfth 
h e w ill su re ly  h ave  th em .”

“  C a n  y o u  te ll m e  w here h e  lives ? ”

losophers, astron- 
om ers,pviests, law -m akers, 

orators, book-w riters, a n d  m any 
others w ho had use for w ords. T h e re  

w ere a lso  dishonest persons, e a g e r  to get 
w ords w ith w hich to te ll falsehoods a n d  deceive 
w h om  th ey  m ig h t:  b u t th e C arro tu fti w as too 
sh rew d for th em , and, g u essin g  th eir evil designs, 
refused to h ave  a n y th in g  to d o  w ith th em , so they 
w ere forced  to  g e t  a lo n g  w ith  w h at w ords they 
cou ld  b e g  o r stea l from  th e others.

A s  each  o n e  m ade know n h is  n eeds, th e  C arro- 
tu ñ i w en t to so m eth in g  th at lo ok ed  lik e  a  large  
b o ok  set up on  end, and, tu rn in g  one o r another 
o f  its h u ge  leaves, se lected  from  a m o n g  th e little  
cases o r draw ers w ith  w h ich  it  w as filled  th e letters, 
words, o r figu res requ ired , laid them  on th e  coun­
ter, a n d  to ok  p aym en t acco rd in g  to  th eir valué.

B y  and b y , w hen it w as th e C o u rt P o e t’s  turn to
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b e  w aited  u p on , th e  C arrotufti n od ded  fo r him  to 

m ak e kn ow n  his wants.
“ S ir ,”  sa id  th e C o u rt P o e t, “ I h ave  com e a 

lo n g  distance to Icatn  w h ether yo u  h ave  any 

rhym es for iw elfth."
T h o  C arro tu fti shook h is head. “  T h e re  is  bu t 

one rh ym e for iwelfth  in  th c  w hole w orld, a n d  th at 
I so ld  a  h u n dred  years a go , to b e  used a t  th c  coro- 
nation o f  ou r good  k in g , S h arlos T w elfth . P erh aps 
th c  rh y m e  is s till in thc ro y a l treasury, a n d  the 
yo u n g  q u een  w ho is  now  re ig n in g  m a y  b e  wiHing 
to le t  yo u  h ave  it. Y o u  m ig h t go to th e palace 

an d  see h e r .”
T h e  C ou rt P o e t th an k ed  th e  saffron-faced C a r ­

rotu fti fo r h is inform ation, and, h a v in g  tak en  his 
leave, set ou t for th e  ro yal p a lace, w hich he 
reach ed  in  so m e th in g  less th an  tw o d a ys. T h e  
Q u een , w ho w as y o u n g  a n d  v e ry  b eautifu l, received 
h im  graciou sly , a n d  d irected  th at h e  should  b e  
lo d ged  in  a  sp len d id  gu est-ch am bcr a n d  presented 
w ith a  fine new  su it o f  c loth es, for h is  ow n were 
w orn  a n d  travel-stain ed. A fte r  h e  h a d  rested  and 
refresh ed  h im se lf  h e  carne into th c  Q u een ’s pres-

h e r  for several hours. W h e n  h e  ask ed  h e r  about 
th e rh ym e for twelfth, a n d  toicl h e r  w h y h e  w anted 
it, she hesita ted  before answ erin g, for she th ou gh t 

to h e r s e lf :
“ A lth o u g h  I h ave  th e rh ym e am on g m y  treas- 

ures, I m ust not g ive  it to him  a t  on ce, le st, w hen 
h e  h a s  it in h is h an d s, h e  m a y  le av e  m e a n d  return 
Co h is ow n cou n try , w h ich  m u st n o t b e , for one 
does n ot e ve ry  d a y  encou n ter a  y o u n g  m an  so 
b ea u tifu l to  b eh old , so  a g re ca b le  to converse w ith, 
and also a  p o e t.”  S o  she p resen tly  said to him 
c a re le ss ly ; “  I th in k  tho rh ym e yo u  seek  is som e­
w h ere  abou t th e p a la ce , th ou gh  I d o n ’t kn ow  
ex a ctly  w here. I t  h a s  lo n g  b e e n  ou t o f  sty le, and 
is so  cum b rous I have m a d e  no use o f  it w h a te v e r ; 
therefore, I fea r it  h as n ot been  w ell tak en  carc  of, 
an d  th e le tte rs  m a y  b e  scattered  from  one end  of 
th e h o u se  to th e other. 1 w ill ord er a  search , and 
i f  it  can  b e  found y o u  sh a ll h ave  it. M eanw hile, 
ta rry  w ith  us, a n d  I w ill ta k e  carc th at tim e sh all 

p ass p leasan tly  w ith  y p u ."
T h e  C o u rt P o e t w as very  g la d  to stay  and be 

enterta ined  b y  th e Q u een , w h o, on th e  first d ay .

^ © U p t  ord ered  a  grea t d in n er to b e  p rep ared , and
^  ^  in vited  a  b r illia n t com p an y, w ho trea tcd  the

ence, lo o k in g  so  n ob le  a n d  han dsom e in h is  e leg an t C ou rt P oet as' i f  h e  h a d  been  a  p rm cc. A t  m gh t,
a p p are l th at she fe ll in love  w ith  h im  stra igh tw ay, a fter th is fcastm g h a d  b e e n  b ro u g h t to a n  end , he 
a n d  m ade h im  sit dow n at h e r  side a n d  ta lk  w ith  L o rd  C h am b erla in  cam e b efore  th e Q ueen a n d  th e

il
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C ou rt PoGt to m ak e his report. H e  inform ed 
them  th at a  strict search h a d  been m ade th rough 
one w in g  o f  th e palace, a n d  th e la st le tte r  o f  the 
rhyrac for iwelftk had been 
found in an oíd b o o k  o f  songs 
00 a  ston e tab le  in one o f  
th e to w erch am b ers. H eth en  
presen ted  th e le tter to the 
Q ueen, w ho g a v e  it  to the 
C ourt P o et, w ho, for safe 
k ecp in g , stru n g  it on a  silken 
cord w h ich  h e  p u t abou t his 
neck.

O n the inorrow , the Q ueen 
again  ca lle d  to ge th er a  great 
m an y illustrious peop le  and 
m ade a  gran d  chase, to w hich 
the C o u rt P o e t rodé at her 
side, m o u n ted  on a  crcam - 
yellow  h orse, and arm ed with 
a  costly  hu n tin g-kn ife  h a v in g  
three la rg e  d iam onds in the 
hilt. W h e n  th e y  retu rn ed to 
the p a lace, th e L o rd  C h am - 
berla in  ap p eared  as before, 
to sa y  th at th e servants had 
hunted carefu lly  th ro u gh  an­
other p a rt o f  th e p a lace, and 
h a d  found th e n ex t to th e 
iast letter o f  th e rh y m e  for 
twel/th in a  co o k ery  b o ok  
h a n g in g  on th e w a ll n ear the 
great fire-p lace in  th e k itc h ­
en. T h is  le tte r  h e  a lso  laid  
before th e Q u een , w ho band- 
ed it to th e  C o u rt P o ct, w ho 
p n t it on th e silk en  cord  with 
th e other.

T h e  n ext d a y , th ere  was 
a g ran d  to iirn am en t, a n d  the 
n ext a  series o f  ga in es such 
as w ere p e cu liar to th at cou n ­
try. T h e n  th e Q u een  ga ve  
a  sp len did  b a ll, a t  w h ich  she 
would dan ce only w ith  the 
C ourt P o et, a lth o u g h  m an y 
nobles, and even  princes, 
so u g h t h e r  as a  partner.

A n d  so  each  d a y  w as spent 
in som e k in d  o f  fcstiv ity , and 
each n ig h t th e L o rd  C h am - 
berla in  b ro u gh t anoth er le t­

ter o f  th e rh y m e  for tivclflh, until a ll b u t one had 
been given  in to the han ds o f  the C ou rt P o e t and 
sti u n g on th e cord about h is neck. T h is , th e first 
and m ost im portant, th e L o rd  C h a m b erla in  dc- 
clared , cou ld  n ot b e  fo u n d ; w h creu p oii the Q ucen

preten ded to b e  vexed, a n d  o rd ered  a  continual 
search to b e  m ade, n ot o n ly  in a n d  abou t th e  p al­
a ce , b u t through ou t th e kin gdom , u n til th e m issin g

letter sh ou ld  b e  b ro u g h t to 
lig h t. M ea n tim c, sh e  tried, 
b y  fillin g  each  d á y  w ith  new  
pieasures, to m a k e  th e C ou rt 
P o e t’s life  th e m o st agreeab le  
th at co u ld  b e  im agin ed, a n d  
to rem ove from  his h e a rt a ll 
desire for a  return  in to his 
ow n cou ntry.

B u t, a lth o u gh  m uch gratified  b y  th e attentions 
show n h im , h e  cou ld  not fo rg et th a t h is poem  
was unfin ished and the b irth d a y  o f  th e  little  prin­
cess was a p p ro a ch in g; so, w h en  th e L o rd  C liam - 
berla in  h a d  ann ou n ced for th e ten th  ti,me th at
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n oth in g  h a d  been  found d u rin g  the day , h e  ad­

dressed th e Q u een  t h u s :
“ Y o u r  M ajesty , since y o u r servants are  u nable to

• (
'Thz L o rd  CK-Stmberim carne 

before tke ^u«-efN s-nci Ibe Court

w as very  deep  a n d  v e ry  clear, she to ok  from  her 
p o ck et th e m issin g  first le tte r  o f  th e  rh ym e for 
twelfth a n d  secretly  d rop p ed  it  m to the water, 

w here it  im m ed iately  san k  u ntil it 
rested  on  th e bottom , fa r  below . 
T h e n  she lean ed  o v e r th e sido o f  the 
b o at and gazed a t  it  in  silen ce  for a  
lo n g  tim e, u n til th e C o u rt P o et, 
o b serv in g  h er, fin a lly  ask ed  w h y  she 

d id  so.
“ 1 th in k ,"  answ ered th e Q ueen, 

slow ly, “ th at th e first le tte r o f  th e 
rh ym e for twelfth h a s  fa lle n  in to the 

la k e .’ ’
H e  b e n t over to  see  i f  th is w ere

Foet

 ■ find th e le tte r  n ee d e d  to
T "  com p lete  th e rh y m e  for twelfth, 1 

_  a m  o f  th e opin ión  th at it  m u st certain ly 
have  b e e n  stolen  a n d  carried  ou t o f  Y o u r  M ajesty ’s 
dom inions. T h e re fo re , I p ra y  y o u , p crm it m e to 
express m y  devou t gratitu d e for a ll Y o u r  M ajesty  s 
gracious k in d n esses,— a n d  now  to g o  aw ay  mto 

th e  w orld  in quest o f  th e m issin g  letter.
A t  h e a rin g  th ese w ords, th e Q u een  w as v e ry  sad, 

for sh e  cou ld  th in k  o f  n o  excuse  for d e n y m g his 
request, and sh e  p e rceiv ed  h e  w as u n w ilh n g  to  be 
deta in ed  any lo n g e r ; n everth eless, she b esou gh t 
h im  to  rem ain  one m ore day , p ro m isin g  th at, i f  the 
le tte r  w ere n o t th en  found, she w ould suffer h im  to

d ep art. . , , . ,
S o  h e  staid , a n d  she tr ied  to th in k  o f  a  plan  

w h ereb y  sh e  m ig h t forever p reven t h im  from  leav ­
in g  h e r  dom ains. B y  a n d  b y , sh e  decided  ho w  to 
act, and w h en  th e  sun  b e g a n  to  go dow n in the 
w estern  sk y , sh e  in v ited  h im  to take a  sa il w ith 
h e r  on  a  b eau tifu l la k e  ly in g  in  fron t o f  th e p alace. 
W h e n  th e y  w ere in  th e  m id d le  o f  th is la k e , w hich

true a n d  as h e  lo ok ed  dow n  in to th e  w ater, she 
scizéd a  p a i r o f  scissors w h ich  she h a d  concealed  
a n d  q u ick ly  cu t th e silk en  cord  on w h ich  a ll th e 
oth er le tters w ere h a n g in g , so  th a t th e y  also feU 

into th e la k e  a n d  san k  to th e bottom .
A t t h i s  a cc id e n t— for su ch  h e  th o u g h t R  — t"® 

C o u rt P o e t w as m u ch  d ism ayed , a n d  w ru n g  his 

han ds w ith  grief.
“ W h a t  s h a l l  1 d o ! ’ ’ h e  excla im ed. N o w  all 

are  lost. I  n ever can  finish m y  p oem  w ithout the 
rh ym e for twelfth, w h ich  an u n h a p p y  m isch an ce 
h as now  m a d e  it  im p ossible  fo t m e e ve r to  obtam , 
and I sh a ll n ot d ate  g o  b a c k  to th e K in g , w ho 
w ill b e  v e ry  a n g ry  w ith  m e, a n d  w ill doubüess 
ord er m e to  b e ’ put to d eath  at once. W h a t  sh all 

I  do to ‘  escape m y  f a t c ! ” ’ „  .
T h e n  th e Q u een  lo o k e d  a t  him  k in d ly , and 

said, in  h e r  m o st graciou s to n c s ;
“  D o  n ot la m e n t; w h y n eed  yo u  g o  b a c k  a t  a ll ? 

Is n o t m y  cou n try  as b ea u tifu l as yo u rs?  Is  n ot 
m y  p a lace  a s  sp len d id  as you r K in g ’s  ? Is  n ot m y 
k in g d o m  as gran d  a n d  la rg e  as h is ? M y  people
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have ask ed  m e to  choose a  h u sban d , b u t I have 
never u n til n ow  cared to m ak e a  ch olee , for I have 
sworn 1 w ill w ed  none b u t a  poet. B u t y o u  are a  
great p o e t ; can  yo u  n ot s ta y  w ith  m e and share 
m y possessions ? ”

I t  is  n ot eve ry  on e  to w h om  is m a d e  a n  offer so 
fine as this. T h e  C o u rt P o e t d id  n ot hesitate  lo n g  
before a ccep tin g  it.

“ M ad am ,”  h e  retu rn ed, “ th e h on or a n d  the 
happiness are b e y o n d  m y  d eserts; b u t to m e  y o u r 
wishes are  com m an ds, a n d  obedience to  y o u  is 
a lw ays a  p le a su re .”

S o  th e y  w ere m arried , a n d  th e C o u rt P o e t b e ­
cam e  K in g . H e n ever a g a in  tried  to w rite any 
p o e tr y ; the ill success o f  his first attem p t had 
•com pletely d isco u raged  h im , a n d , besides, h e  had 
n ot tim e for rh ym in g, w ith  th e affairs o f  a  grea t 
k in gd o m  to lo ok  after.

A s  for th e b irth d a y  o f  th e little  p rin cess, it  carne 
a n d  w en t w ithout a n y  p oem  w h atev er; fo r th e 
rh ym e for twelfth la y  ou t o f  reach  hun dreds and 
hun dreds o f  feet b e lo w  th e surface o f  th e  lo ve ly  
lak e, w h ere, i f  th is sto ry  b e  true, it  doubtless lies 
to  th is day.

A  L U L L A B Y .
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c a t ’ s - c r a d l e .
[ D e c r m d r k ,

C A T ' S - C R A D I . E .

“  It  ’s  criss-cross h ig h , a n d  i t ’ s criss-ctoss fla t; 
T h e n  four stra igh t lin es fo r th e  p u ssy  c a t ; 
T h e n  criss-cross u n d e r ; a h , n ow  there ’l l  be 
•A n ice deep  eradle, d ear G ra n d p a  ! S ee  !

“ N o w  ch a n g e  a gain , a n d  i t ’ s flat once m ore —  
A  la ttice -w in d o w ! B u t w h ere  ’s th e d oor? 
W h y , ch a n g e  on ce  m ore, a n d , h o ld in g  it so, 
W e  can  h a v e  a  v e ry  g o o d  door, y o u  know .

“ N o w  over, now  und er, n ow  p u lí it t ig h t;  
See-saw , G ra n d p a  ! — e x a ctly  r i g h t ! ”
S o  p rattled  th e little  one, G ran d fa th er’s pet, 
A s  d eftly  she w rou ght, “  S ee, now  it  ’s a  n e t I

’ B u t  w h ere  did  yo u  learn  cat’ s-cradle so w e ll? ” 
S h e  su d d en ly  a s k e d ; a n d  h e  co u ld  n o t tell.
H e cou ld  n o t tell, for h is h e a rt w as sore,
A s  h e  g ra v cly  said, “ I h a v e  p la ye d  it  b e fo re .”

W h a t  cou ld  th e sw eet little  m aid cn  know 
O f  b e a u tifu l su m m ers lo n g  a go  ?
O f  th e m e rry  sports, a n d  th e garaes h e  p layed , 
W h e n  “ M am m a ,”  herself, w as a  litt le  m aid?

W h a t  co u ld  she k n ow  o f  th e th ou gh ts th at ran 
T h ro u g h  th e w eary  b rain  o f  th e w orld-w orn m an  ? 
B u t she k n ew , w h en  she k issed  h im , dear 

G ra n d p a  sm iled,
A n d  th at w as enough for th e h a p p y  child .
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T A L E S  O F  T W O  C O N T I N E N T S .  

B y  H j a l m a r  H j o r t h  B o y e s e n ,

F i r s t  S t o r y — M a g n i e ’s  D a í Ig e r o u s  R i d e .

M a GNIE was con su m ed w ith th e  h u n tin g  fever. 
H e h a d  been  aw ay  to sch ool sin ce  h e  was ten 
years oíd, and h a d  n ever had th e chance o f  d o in g  
an yth in g  rem arkable. W h ile  h is brother, O laf, 
who was a  m id sh ip m an  in  th e n a v y , roam ed about 
the world, a n d  h a d  d e ligh tfu l adven tu res w iü i 
T u rk s and A ra b s, and a ll sorts o f outlandish peo- 
pies, M agnie h a d  to sean  V ir g íl  a n d  H o race  and 
torm ent his soul w ith  a lgob ra ic  problem s. I t  was 
not at a ll th e k in d  o f  life  h e  h a d  sk etch ed  ou t for 
himself, a n d  i f  it  h a d  n ó t b e e n  h is fa th er who 
had im posed it u pon  h im , h e  w ould  h ave broken 
aw ay from  all restraints a n d  gone to T u r k e y  or 
C hina, o r som e p la ce  w h ere  e x c itin g  th in gs hap­
pened. In  th e m eanw hile, as h e  la ck e d  m o n ey 
for such an  enterp rise, h e  w ould con tent h im se lf 
with w h atever excitem en t there was in  hu n tin g, 
and as his brothcrs, O la f  and little  E d w in  (who 
«vas fourteen years oíd ), w ere a lso  at h om e for the 
vacation, there was a  p ro sp ect o f  m a n y  deligh tfu l 
expeditions b y  se a  and b y  lan d . M oreover, their 
oíd friend, G rim  H e rin g -L u ck , w ho w as their 
father’s  right-han d m an , h a d  p rom ised  to b e  at 
their disposal a n d  p u t th em  on th e tra ck  o f  excit­
in g  experiences. T h e y  h a d  go t each  a  gun, and 
had practiced  sh o o tin g  a t  a  m a rk  d a ily  since their 
return from  th e city , M agn ie , o r M agn u s B irk  as 
his real ñ am e was, h a d  once (though O la f  stou tly  
m aintained th at it w as m ere .ch an ce) h it th e b u ll’s- 
eye  a t  a  h u n dred  yard s, and h e  «vas n o w  e a g e r  to 
show  his sk ill on  so m eth in g  m ore va lu ab le  than 
a  painted target. I t  «vas, therefore, d ecided  that 
G rim  and th e b o y s should  g o  re in d eer hunting. 
T h e y  w ere to b e  accom p an ied  b y  th e professionaT 
hunter, B jarn e Sheepskin .

It w as a  glorious m orn in g. T h e  rays o f  th e sun 
shot from  th e g la c ie r  p e a k s in lo n g  radian t shafts 
down into th e va lley . T h e  calm  m irror o f  th e  fiord 
gdittered in th e l ig h t  a n d  fairly  dazzled th e e y e , and 
the sea-birds drifted  in n oisy  com pan ies abou t the 
lutting crags, p lu n g ed  h ead lo n g into th e sea, and 
scattered th e sp ray  h ig h  in to th e air. T h e  b lu e  
sm oke rose perp end icu larly  from  th e chim n eys 
o f  the fishei-men’s co ttag es a lo n g  th e b e a ch , and 
the housew ives, s till drow sy w ith  sleep, carne out, 
rubbed th eir eyes a n d  lo ok ed  tow ard  th e sun  to 
Judge o f  the hour. O n e b o at after an o th er was 
pushed out u pon  th e w ater, a n d  th e ripples in  their 
wakes spread in lo n g  d iv e rg in g  lin es tow ard e ith er 
shore. T h e  fish leap ed  in th e sun, h eed less o f  the 
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gu lls w hich sa iled  in w id e  circles u nder th e sky, 
k e e p in g  a  sharp lo ok ou t for th e m ovem en ts o f  the 
finny tribe, T h e  three, b o ys cou ld  o n ly  stan d  and 

in du m b aston ish m ent upon th e splendid 
sigh ts  w h ich  th e  com b in ed  heaven s, earth , a n d  sea  
afforded. T h e ir  father, w ho w as m u ch pleased 
w ith th eir determ ination  a n d  .en terp rise, had 
readfiy  g iv en  h is con sen t to the re in d eer hunt, on 
condition th a t G rim  should  ta k e  com m an d and be 
responsible for their safety. T h e y  «vere n ow  m ounted 
u pon  three sturdy- poiües, w h ile  th eir provisions, 
guns, a n d  oth er com m odities w ere p a ck e d  upon 
a  fourth b e a st— a  sh a g g y  litt le  ih on ster n am ed 
B runo, w h o lo ok ed  m ore lik e  a  h orn less g o a t than 
a  horse. B ja rn e  S h eep sk in , a  lo n g , round-shoul- 
dered feilovv, .with a  p a ir o f  sm all, l iv e ly  eyes, was 
le a d in g  th is h e a vily  laden  B runo b y  th e bridle, 
a n d  th e little  caravan , b é in g  once set in m otion ’ 
c lim b ed  th e steep  slópes tow ard  th e m ountains 
w ith  m u ch pem istence a n d  d exterity . T h e  ponics, 
which. h a d  b een  esp ecia lly  train ed  for m ountain  
c lim b in g , p lan ted  th eir hoofs upon th e siip pery  rocks 
w ith a  precisión  w hich «vas w onderfu l to  behold, 
ju m p e d  from  ston e tb  stone, slipped, scram b led  
u p and dow n , b u t n ev e r fell. A s  th e y  entered the 
p in e fórest, w here th e h u ge  fru n ks grew  in lon g, 
d árk  colonnades, le ttin g  in heré a n d  títere stray 
patch es o f  su n sh ine, p arfr id ges and ptarm igan  
often started  under. th e very  noses o f  th e horses, 
and M ag n ie  c lam ored  lo udly  for h is gu n , a n d  grew  
qu ite  a n ^ y  with B jarn e, «vho w ould allow  “ no 
fo o lin g  «vith tom tits a n d  chipm un ks, «vlien th e y  
w ere in  search  o f  b ig  g a fn e .”  E v e n  haros w ere per- 
m itted.to g o  u n m o le sted ; a n d  it w as not u ntil a  fine 
caper-cailzie* cock  tu m bled ou t o f  tbe underbrush 
cióse to  th e p a th , th at B jarn e flun g his g u n  to his 
c h eek  and fired. T h e  caper-cailzie m a d e  a  som - 
ersau lt in th e  air, and the feath ers flew  a b o u t it 
as it fcll, B jarn e p ick ed  it  up q u ietly , tied  its  legs 
to geth er, and h u n g  it  on th e p o n y n el o f  E d w in ’s 
saddle. “ T hat«vill m ake a  din n er for gcn tle fo lk s,”  
h e  said, “  i f  the dairy-m aids up on  th e saeíers 
sh ou ld  happen  to h ave  n oth in g  in th e la rd e r.”  

G ra d u a ily , as th e y  m o u n ted  h ig h e r, th e trees 
b ecam e m ore stu n ted  in their .gro 'vth , and the 
«vhole ch a ra cter o f  the v eg e ta tio n  ch a n g ed . T h e  
lo w d w arf-b irch  stretched its lo n g , tw isted branches 
a lo n g  the earth , th e  silvery-w h ite  roindeer-m oss 
cioth ed  in p atch es the barren grou n d , and a  few 
sh iv er in g  a lp in e  p lants lifted  th eir p a lé, p in k

o f  gTOH5«.»
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flow ers out o f th e gen era l desolation. A s  they  
rea ch ed  th e rid ge o f  th e  lo w er m oun tain  ra n ge , the 
b o y s saw  before th em  a  scene th e m agm ficen ce  oi 
w hich n ea rly  to ok  th eir b reath  aw ay. B efore  them  
la y  a  w id e m ountain  p la in , in  th e bo ttom  o f  w hich 
tw o con n ected  lak es la y  co ld ly  glitterin g. R o u n d  
ab ou t, th e p la in  w as settled  w ith  ru d e  litt lc  log- 
houses, th e so -called  saeters, o r m ountain  dairies, 
w h ere  th e N o rse  p easan fs sp en d th eir b n e f  sum - 

m ers, p a stu rin g  th eir cattle.
T h e y  started  a t  a  liv e ly  tro t dow n th e slop e to ­

w ard th is h ig h la n d  p la in , in te n d in g  to rea ch  th e 
H asselru d  saeter, w h ere  th e y  exp ected  to sp en d  the 
n i g h t ; fór it  w as a lread y several h ours p ast noon, 
an d  th ere  cou ld  b e  n o th o u gh t o f  h u n tm g  rem deer 
so  la te  in  th e  d ay . J u d g in g  b y  ap p earan ces, th e 
b o y s co n clu d ed  th at fifteen o r tw en ty  m inutes 
w ould  b r in g  th em  to  th e saeterj b u t th e y  rodé on 
fo r n ea rlv  tw o  hours, a n d  a lw ays th e  cottages 
seem ed tó  reced e, and th e d istance sh ow ed no signs 
o f d im inishin g. T h e y  d id  n ot k n ow  ho w  decep tive  
a ll d istanccs are in th is w ond rously c lea r m oiint- 
a in  air, w h ose b r ig h t tran sp aren cy is  undirom ed 
b y  th e d u st a n d  exh alatio n s o f  th e lo w er region s 
o f  th e  earth . T h e y  w ould  sca rce ly  h a v e  believed 
th a t th ose h u g e  g la c ie r  p c a k s , w h ich  seem ed to 
b e  lo o m in g  u p  above th eir v e r y  heads, w ere som e 
e ie h t to tw elve  m iles a w a y , and th at th e eagle  
w h ich  so a red  above th eir h ead s w as far b eyon d  

th e ra n g e  o f  th eir rifles.
I t  was abou t five o’c lo ck  w h en  th e y  ro d é  in  upon 

th e saeter green , w here th e dairy-m aid s w ere al- 
tern ately  b lo w in g  th eir liorn s and yo d elin g . T h e ir  
long- flaxen  braid s h u n g  down th eir b a ck s, a n d  their 
tig h t-fittin g  scarlet bo d ices a n d  w h ite  sleevcs gave 
th em  a  p icturesque a p p earan ce . T h e  cattle  w ere 
lo w in g  a g a in st th e sk y , an sw erin g  th e c a .l o f  the 
horn . T h e  b e lls  o f  cow s, goats, and sh cep  w ere 
ia n g led  in  harm onious co n fu sió n ; and th e noise 
o f  th e b e llo w in g  bu lls , th e  b le a tin g  sh eep , a n d  the 
n e ig h in g  h o rses w as heard  from  a ll sides over

th e w ide plain.
T h e  three broth ers w ere recoived  w ith  grea t cor- 

d ia lity  h y  th e in aid s, and th e y  sp cn t th e  even in g, 
a fter th e su p p er was finished, in  lis te n in g  to  inar- 
velo u s stories about th e o g res w h o in h abited  the 
m oun tain s, a n d .th e  h u n tin g  adven tu res w ith  w hich 
B ia rn e  S h eep sk in ’s life  h a d  b e e n  crow dcd, and 
w h ich  h e  re la tcd  w ith  a  sp ortsm an ’s u su al exag- 
gcratio n . T h e  b ed s in  one o f  th e r a r fe f  cottages 
w ere given  u p  to th e b o y s, a n d  th e y  slep t peacefu lly  
u n til abou t fou r o’c lo ck  in th e m orn in g, w h en  G rim  
arou sed  th cm  and told them  th a t e v e ry th in g  was 
read y  for th eir dep artu rc. T h e y  sw allow ed th eir 
b rea k fa st h a s tily  a n d  started  in exc ite d  silen ce 
across th e p la tean . E d w in  and th e h orses th cy  
le ft  b e h in d  in  c h a rg e  o f  th e dairy-m aid s, b u t to ok

w ith th em  a  sh ep herd  d o g  w ho h a d  som e good 
b lo o d  in h im , a n d  h a d  a  finer scen t than h is scd a te  
b eh av io r a n d  th e sh ap e o f h is  nose w ould h ave  led

one to  suppose.
L ig h t  clouds h o vered  u n d er th e s k y ; th e  m ist 

la y  l ik e  a  w hite sh e et over th e  m oun tain , and 
drifted in p atch es across th e p la in . ^ jarn e  a n d  
G rim  w ere c a rr y in g  th e  gu n s, w ln le  O la f  le d  Uie 
d b g  a n d  M agn u s trotted  b r isk ly  a lo n g , sto o p in g  
every  n ow  and th en  to  exam in e e v e ry  u n fam iliar 
ob ject th a t carne iu  h is w ay. T h e  w in d  b lew  to­
w a rd  th em , so th at th ere  w as n o ch an ce  th at th cir 
scen t cou ld  b e tra y  th em , in case th ere  w ere h e rd s 
o f  d eer tow ard  th e  n orth  a t  th e b a se  o f  th e glaciers. 
T h e y  h a d  n o t w a lk e d  v e ry  far, w h en  B ja rn e  put 
h is  h a n d  to h is  lip s a n d  stoo p ed  dow n to  exam in e 
th e grou nd . T h e  d o g  lifte d  h is  n ose a n d  b e g ^  
to  sn u ff th e air, w a g  h is  ta il, a n d  w hine im patien tly. 

“ H u sh , Y u tu l,”  w h ispered B ja r n e ;  d o w n .

dow n, ánd k e e p  s l i l l ! ”  ■ -  , j  u-
T h e  d o g  crou ch ed  dow n o b ed ien tly  a n d  h e ld  h is

peace.
“ H ere  is a  fresh tr a c k ,”  th e h u n ter w en t on, 

p o in tin g  to a  h a rd ly  p ercep tib le  depression m  the 
m oss. “ T h e re  h a s  b e e n  a  la rg e  h e r d b c r e  — one 
b u c k  a n d  at least a  dozen cow s. L o o k , h ere  is  a  
s ta lk  th a t h as ju s t  b e e n  b itte n  off, a n d  th e ju ic e  is

n ot d ry  y e t .”  , ,
“  H ow  lo n g  do vou th in k  it  w ill b e  b efore  w e 

sh a ll m e e t th em  ?'”  a sk e d  M agn u s, breaffilessly . 
T h e  h u n tin g-fe ve r w as th ro b b in g  in  h is v ein s, and 
h e  craw led  cau tiou sly  a m o n g  tb e  bow ld ers w ith h is  

rifle cocked.
“  C o u ld  n ’t t e l l ; m a y  b e  a n  hour, m a y  b e  three. 

H a n d  m e  y o u r  field-glass, L ieu ten an t, a n d  I w ill 
see i f  1 can  catch  s ig h t o f  ’cm . A  gra y  b e a st is n  t 
e í^ ily  seen  agin  th e gra y  stone. I t  w as fer th e 
sam e reason  1 w anted  y e  to  w e a r gra y  c lo th e s; 
w c  don ’ t w a n t to g ive  th e ga m e a n y  a d va n ta g e , 
fcr  th e sentinels b e  a llers on th e  lo o k o u t fer th e 
h c rd  and at th e least b it  o f  u n fam iliar color, th ey  
g iv e ’ th eir w arn in ’ snort, a n d  o ff starts th e flock, 
scu d d in g  a w a y  lik e  a  drift o f  m ist b efore  th o wind, 

C ro u ch in g  dow n am on g th e lich en -clad  rocks, 

a ll lis ten ed  in  e a g e r  exp ectation .
‘ ‘ D o w n ! ’' com m an d ed  B jarn e,  ̂ a n d  co ck

rifles ! A  p a ir  o f  ántlers a g in  th e snow  ! T h a t  ’ s 
al!. D o n ’ t a n y b o d y  rise so as to show  a gin  th e sky. 
H a llo !  it  is as I  th o u g h t— a  b ig  hcrd- O n e,
tw o, t h r e e — f iv e — se v e n — te n  — fourtccn-l O n e 

stunnin’ b u c k , w orth  h is fo rty  do llars, at least 
N o w  follow  m e  slow ly. L o o k  ou t fo r y o u r g u n s .
Y o u , G r i m ,  k e ep  th e  d o g  m u zzled .”

T h e  b o y s stra ined  th eir e yes above th e e d g e  ot 
th e stones, b u t cou ld  see  n oth in g. T h e ir  liearts 
h a m m cred  a gain st th eir sidos, a n d  th e  b lood  
th ro b b ed  in  th eir tem ples. A s  fa t  as th e ir  eyes
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could reach , th ey  saw  o n ly  th e gra y  waste o f  bow l- 
ders, infeiTupted h cre  a n d  th ere  b y  p atch es o f  snow  
or a  w h ite  glacier-streatn , w h ich  p lu n ged  wOdly 
over a  precip ice, w h ile  a  h o v e rin g  sm oke in dicated

“ P R E S E H T L V  T H E  W H O L E  I IO D V  O P  A  P K O U D  A N I M A L  W A S  D I S -  
T i N C T L y  V I S I B L E  A C A I N S T  T H E  C L A C I E R / '

Its further p rogress th ro u gh  th e  p lain. N everth e- 
less, trusting th e exp erien ce o f  th eir lead er, they 
m ade no rem ark, b u t crep t a fte r  h im ,-ch oosin g, 
iiKe him , every  a va ilab le  stone fo r cover. A fter

d cn ly  stretched h im se lf flat upon the grou nd , and 
th e others, th ou gh  seein g  n o occasion  fo r su ch  
a  maneOvor, p ro m p tly  follow ed h is exam p lc . B u t 
the n ex t m om en t en ligh ten ed  them . L o o m in g  up 

a gain st th e w hite snow , som e sixty  or a  
h u n dred  feet from  th em , th e y  saw  a  m ag- 
n ificent p a ir o f  an tlers, and p re sen tly  the 
w hole b o d y  o f  a  proud a n im al was distinctlj- 
v isib lc  a gain st th e glacier. In  th e rn v in e b e - 
low , a  dozen o r m ore cow s w ith th eir calves 
w ere n ib b lin g  th e m oss betw een  th e  stones, 
but with great deliberateness, liftin g  theír 
heads e ve ry  m inute a n d  sn u ffin g  th c  air 
su sp iciously; th e y  p resen tly  c lim bed  up on 
th e h ard  snow  and b e g a n  a  frolic, tlie  like 
o f  w hich th e b o ys had n ever seen  before. 
T h e  grea t b u c k  ra ised  h im se lf on h is hind- 
legs , sh oo k  his h ead , a n d  m a d e  a  leap, 
k ic k in g  th e snow  abou t him  w ith  great 
veh em en ce. S everal o f  th e cows took this 
as a n  invitation for a  gen era l jollification , 
a n d  th e y  b e g a n  to  fvisk abou t, k ic k in g  their 
h eels a gain st tho sk y  a n d  sh a k in g  their 
heads, n ot w ith thc w anton  g race  o f  their 
chief, b u t w ith lia lf-p ath etic  attem p ts at 
im itation. T h is , M agn u s th ou gh t, w as cvi- 
d en tly  a  re in d eer b a l l ; a n d  v e ry  sensible 
th e y  w ere to h ave  it  e a r ly  in th e m orning, 
w h en  th e y  fe lt g a y  a n d  frisky, ra th er than 
in  th e nj^ht, w hen th e y  o u gh t to b e  asleep. 
W h a t  troubled him , how ever, w as th at 
B ja rn c  did  n ot sh o o t; h e  h im se lf did  not 
vcn tu re to send a  b u lle t in to th e b ig  buck, 
a lth o u g h  it seem ed to  liim  lie h a d  a n  ex­
cellen t aim . T h o  sligh test tu rn  in the w ind 
w ould in ev itab ly  b e tra y  th em , a n d  then th ey  
w ould  h ave  h a d  a ll their to il for nothing. 
H e  w ould h ave  lik e d  to su gg est this to 
B ja rn e  ; b u t in order to do this, h e  would 
h ave  tó overtake him , and B ja rn e  w as still 
w rig g lin g  liim se lf cautiously forw ard am on g 
th e  stones, p u sh in g h im se lf on w ith  his 
elbow s, a s  a  se a l does w ith  his flippers. In 
h is eagerness to im p art h is cou nsel to B jarne, 
M agn u s b e g a n  to m ove m ore r a p id ly ; rais- 
in g  h im se lf on  his kn ees, lie  qu ite  inadver- 
te n tly  show ed his cu rly  h e a d  above a  liowl- 
der. T h e  b u ck  liftcd  h is superb lie a d  with 
a  snort, a n d  w ith in cred ible  sp ced  th e w hole 
herd ga llo p e d  a w a y ; b u t in  th e sam e m o­
m ent tivo bullets w h istled  a fter th em , and 
th e b u ck  fell flat upon th c  snow . T h e  cow 

w h ich  h a d  stood  n ea rcst to h im  reared  on  her 
h ind-legs, m ade a  grea t le a p , and p lu n g ed  hcad- 
lo n g  dow n a m o n g  the stones. W ith  a  w ild  war-

oorious exercise , B ja rn e  sud- h a d  com e n ear ru m m g th e w hole sport, seized, in
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ord er to m ak e up for h is  raisliap, a  lo n g  hu n tin g- 
k n ife  a n d  ru sh ed  forw ard to g ive  th e  b u c k  th e coup 
de grace,*  in accordan ce w ith th e ru les o f  t h t  chase.

th in g  w as b e in g  done b y  h is com p an ion s for his 
rescue. B u t h e  cou ld  see n o th in g  excep t a  great 
expanse o f  gra y  and w h ite  lines, w h ich  ran into

‘ 'M A C -.N IE  I N 5 T .N C T I V E B Y  S E I Z E B  O N E  O F  T . . E  R E I N O B E R ’ S  H O B N S  T O  K E B F  F E O M  F A L U N G . "

B o u n d in g  forw ard w ith  reck less d isregard  o f  a ll ob- 
Stacles, h e  w as the first dorvn on  th e  snow . In  one 
in stan t h e  w as astride o f  th e an im al, a n d  h a d  just 
ra ised  h is k n ife , w h en  up le a p e d  th e b u c k  a n d  toro 
a w a y  a lo n g  th e cd g e  o f th e snow  lik e  a  g u st o f  
w ind. T h e  lo n g -ran ge  shot, h itt in g h im  in th e h ead , 
h a d  on ly  stun n ed h im , b u t h a d  n ot peneW ated th e 
sku ll. A n d , w h at w as w orsc, in  h is bew ild erm en t 
a t  the u n exp ected  m a n eu vcr, M ag n u s d rop p ed  his 
kn ife , seizing in stin ctively  th e horn s o f  th e rein- 
d e cr to k e ep  from  fallin g. A w a y  th e y  w en t w ith a 
terrific , d izzying speed. T h e  frigh ten ed  b o y  d u n g  
con vu lsively  to  th e grea t antlei-s ; i f  h e  sh ou ld  fall 
off, h is  h e a d  w ould  b e  crushed  a gain st th e  bow l- 
d ers. T h e  coid  glacier-w in d  w histled  in h is ears, 
an d  stu n g  h is face lik e  a  m u ltitu d e o f  tin y  needles. 
H e  h a d  to turn h is h e a d  in order to  c a tc h  his 
b r e a th ; a n d  he strained h is eyes to  see i f  any-

each  oth er a n d  c lim b e d  a n d  u n d ulated  tow ard h im  
a n d  sloped aw ay, b u t seem ed associated w ith  no 
tan gib le  ob jcct. H e  th ou gh t, for a  m om en t, that 
h e  saw  G rim  H erin g-L u # k  a im in g h is  gun, b u t he 
seem ed to b e  u p  in  th e sk y , a n d  to b e  grow in g h u ger 
a n d  h u g c r  u ntil h e  lo o k e d  m ore lik e  a  fantastic 
c lou d  th an  a  m an. T h e  th o u gh t su d d en ly  struck 
h im  th at h e  m ig h t b e  fa in tln g , and it  sen t a  th n ll 
o f  h orror th rq u gh  him . W ith  a  vch em en t effort 
h e  m astered  h is fear and reso lved  th a t, w h atevcr 
hap p encd, h e  w ould n o t g ive  w a y  to w eakness. If 
he w as to  lose h is life, h e  w o uld , a t  a ll evcn ts, m ake 
a  hard- f ig h t fo r i t ; it was, on th e w h ole , quite a  
valu ab le  U fe, h e  con ciuded, a n d  h e  d id  n o t m ean

to se ll it  cheaply.
T ro u b lih g  h im se lf little  abou t th e  direction  his 

s te e d w a s  ta k in g , h e  sh u t h is  eyes, and b e g a n  to 
m edítate  u pon  h is chan ces o f  e sc a p e ; and after

'  The finishjng sirolíe.
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some m in u tes, h e  w as forced  to  adm it th at th e y  
seem ed v e ry  slim. W h e n  th e b u ck  should  have 
exhausted his stre n gth , a s  in th e course o f  tim e 
he m ust, h e  w ould  le av e  h is rid er som ew here in 
this vast track less w ilderness, w h ere  th e b itin g  
wind sw ept dow n  from  th e  etern al p e a k s o f  ice, 
where w olves roam ed a b o u t in g ie a t  h u n g ry  com- 
panies, and w h ere, beside th em , th e rcin d eer and 
the ptarm igan  w ere  th e o n ly  liv in g  th in g s am id 
the universal desolation. W h e n  h e  op en ed  his 
eyes again , M agn u s d isco vered  th at th e b u c k  had 
overtaken th e f le e in g  h crd , w hich , h ow ever, w ere 
tearin g aw ay  m a d ly  at h is a p p roach , b e in g  evi­
dently frigh ten ed  a t  th e s igh t a n d  th e scen t o f  the 
unfam iliar rider. T h e  a n im al w as still g a llo p in g  
on, th ou gh with a  less d izzyiiig  rap id ity , a n d  M ag­
nas cou ld  d istin gu ish  th e gen era l outline o f  the 
objects w h ich  seem ed  tó b e  ru sh in g  a gain st him , 
as if  ru n n in g a  race  in th e opposite direction. 
T h e  herd w ere e vid en tly  se e k in g sa fe ty  
in th e u p per g la c ie r  reg ió n , w h ere  no 
foot less lig h t and sw ift th an  th eir oivn 
could find safety  a m o n g  the terrible 
ravincs a n d  crevasscs.

F u lly  an  h o u r h a d  passed , possib ly 
two, and it seem ed v ain  tó atternpt to 
m easure th e d istan ce  w h ich  h e  had 
passed over in th is tim e. A t  a ll events, 
th e reg ió n  d id  n ot p resen t one fam il­
iar object, a n d  o f  O la f  and h is com ­
panions M agn ie  saw  n o trace. T h e  
on ly  question was, w h at ch an ce  h a d  
they o f  fin d in g  h im , i f  th e y  u nd ertook 
to search for him  as, o f  courae, th ey  
would. I f  h e  cou ld  o n ly  le av e  som e 
sign or m a rk  b y  w h ich  th e y  m ight 
know the direction  h e  h a d  ta k en , their 
search m ig h t p erh ap s b e  rew arded 
with success. H e p u t one hand in biS 
pocket, b u t co u ld  find n o th in g  th at 
he could spare excep t a  red  silk  hand- 
kerchief. T h a t  h a d  th e a d va n ta ge  o f 
b e in g  b rig h t, a n d  w ould  b e  sure to 
attract attention. T h e  d o g  w ould be 
lik e ly  to d etect it  o r to c a tc h  th e scent 
o f it. B u t h e  m u st h ave  so m eth in g  
heavy to tie u p  in th e han dkerchief, 
or it  m ight b lo w  “ a ll o v e r  c re atio n .”
T h e  on ly  th in g  h e  cou ld  find w as a 
silver m atch-box w h ich  h e  h a d  ob- 
tained b y  a  trad e  w ith O laf, a n d  which 
hore th e la tte r ’s  in itials. H e carefully  

em ptied it, and p u t th e  m atches (w hich h e  fore- 
saw m ig h t p rove useful) in h is v est p o c k e t ; then 
óed  up th e b o x  se cu re ly  and d rop p ed  it, w ith  the 

andkevchicf, upon a  conspicuous rock, w here its 
írig h t color m ig h t ap p ear s lr ik in g  and iinnatural.

H e w as ju s t  on th e rid ge  o f  w h at proved to b e  a  
secon d a n d  h ig h e r m oun tain  p la teau , th e wild 
gran deu r o f  w h ich  fa r  tran scend ed  th at o f th e  first. 
B efore him  la y  a  la rg e  sh eet o f  w ater o f  a  cool 
gree n  tint, a n d  so clear th at the bottom  was v isib le  
as far as th e e y e  cou ld  reach. A  river had m a d e  
its  w ay  from  tho e n d  o f  this la k e  and p lu n ged , ¡n 
a  series ó f  short cataracts, dow n  th e slope to th e  
low er plain,

I t  m ade M agnus sh iver w ith d read  to lo ok  at 
th is co ld ly  g litte rin g  siirfacc, a iid  w h at was his 
horror w h en  su dd en ly  his rcindeer, in h is pursuit 
o f  th e herd, w hich w ere a lread y  ,in th e w ater, 
ru sh ed  in, a n d  b ega n  w ith loud snorts to swim 
across to  th e fu rth er shore ! T h is  was an unfore- 
seen  stratagem  w h ich  extinguished  h is last hope 
o f  rescue; for ho w  could B jarn e track  h im  th ro u gh  

•the w ater, a n d  w h at m eans w ould h e  find o f  Cross­
in g , in case h e  should  guess th at th e herd h a d

“  H E  C L I M D E D  ITP O N  T H E  C B E A T  A N T L E E S ,  S T E A D Y I N G  H I M S E L F  C A R E F U L L Y , ’

p la ye d  th is dan gerou s tr ick  on h im ?  H e  b e g a n  
to  d read  also th at th e  end uran ce o f  th e b u c k  w ould 
b e  exhausted before h e  reach ed  d ry  lan d  again , a n d  
th a t th ey  m ig h t bo th  p erish  m iserab ly  in the la k e . 
In  th is horrible distress, n o th in g  occurred  to  him.
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e xccp t to w h is p e r  th e L o rd 's  P ra y e r; b u t as his 
terror in ctea sed , h is  v o ice  grew  lou d er and louder, 
u ntil h e  fairly  sh ou ted th e w ords, “  A n d  delivei 
US from  e v il,”  and th é  echoes from  th e v ast soli­
tudes rep eated  first c lea rly  a n d  lo u d ly , th en  w ith  
fain ter and faih ter a c c e n ts : “ A n d  d e h ve r us 
from  e v il— a n d  d e liv er u s from  evil. ”  H is despair- 
in g  voice ra A g  stra n g ely  u nder th e  grea t etnpty 
sk v  a n d  ru m b led  aw ay  a m o n g  th e glaciers, w hich 
flu n g i t  b a c k  and forth  u n til it  d ied  a w a y  m  th e 
b lu e  distance. I t  w as as if  th e vast silen t wilder- 
ness, startled  a t  th e sound o f  a  h u m an  voice, w ere 
w o n d erin gly  re p e a tin g  th e strange and solem n

words. , . V
A  v a g u e  scn se o f  security stole over h im  w hen 

h e  h a d  fin ished  h is p rayer. B u t  th e ch ill o f  the 
ic v  w ater h a d  n ea rly  b en u m b ed  h is hm bs, and 
h e  feared  th at th e loss o f  h e a t w o u ld  conquer 
his w ill, and m ak e h im  u ncon scious b efore  the 
b u ck  sh ou ld  re a ch  th e  slw re . H e fe lt d istm ctly  
h is stren gth  e b b in g  aw ay, a n d  h e  k n ew  o f  n oth in g  
th at h e  co u ld  do to save  him self. T h e n  su dd en ly  
a  d a rin g  th o u gh t flashed  th ro u gh  h is  bram . W ith  
slow  a n d  cautious m ovem en ts h e  d rew  his le g s  out 
o f  th e w ater, and, sta n d in g  for a  m om en t erect on 
th e b u c k 's  b a c k , h e  craw led  a lo n g  h is n e c k  and 
c lim b ed  u p  on  the grea t antlers, ste a d y m g  h ^ -  
s e lf  carefu lly  a n d  c lin g in g  w ith a ll h is m ight. 
o n ly  fea r was th at th e a n im al w ould  sh a k e  lu m  off 
a n d  send h im  lic a d lo n g  in to th e ic y  b a th  from  w hich 
h e  w as en d eavorin g  to  escape. B u t, a fter two futile 
efforts, d u rin g  w hich th e  b o y  h a d  h e ld  on on ly  b y  
desperate exertion , th e b u ck . w ould p ro b a b ly  h ave  
resign ed  h im se lf to h is fate, i f  h e  h a d  n o t been  
in im m inen t d a n g e r o f  drow n in g. M ag n u s was, 
therefore, m u ch a gain st h is will, forced  to  d ip  his 
lim b s in to th e ch illy  w ater, a n d  resum e his for­
m er position. It w as a  stra n g e  sp ecta cle , to sec 
a ll th c  horn ed  h ead s ro u n d  abou t s tick in g  out 
o f  th c  w ater, and M agn u s, th o u g h  h e  h a d  always 
h a d  a  th irst for adven tu res, h a d  n ever exp e cte d  to 
find h im se lf in su ch  an in cred ib le  situation. F o rt­
u n ately , th e y  w ere n ow  a p p roach in g  th o shore, 
a n d  w h atev er com fort th ere  w as in h a v in g  ierra 
firma u nder his feet w o u ld  n o t b e  w a n tin g  to  h im . 
T h e  la st m in u tes w ere in deed  te rr íb ly  lo n g , and 
a g a in  and a gain  th e b u ck , overeóm e w ith  fatigue, 
d ip p ed  h is  nose u n d er th e w ater, on ly  to raise it 
a g a in  w ith  a  snort, a n d  sh ake h is h e a d  a s  i f  im - 
patient to  rid  h im se lf o f  h is b u rd cn . B u t th e  oy, 
w ith a  sp a rk  o f  re v iv in g  hope, c lu n g  o n ly  tlie  m ore 
ten aciou sly  to  th c  antlers, a n d  remainecl unm oyed.

A t  la st, a n d  it  seem ed a  sm all e te rn ity  sm ce
(C<niclnd<d

h e  h a d  le ft  h is brother a n d  com p an ion s,— M agn u s 
saw th e h e rd  scram b le  up on th e ston y  b each , 
a n d  th e b u ck  h e  rodé was soon  am on g th e fore- 
m ost, and, h a v in g  reach ed  th e lan d , shook his 

grea t b o d y  and sn orted v iolentiy.
“ N o w ’s m y  ch a n ce ,”  th o u gh t M agn u s, “ now  1 

can  slide off in to th e snow  before h e  tak es to his

h ee ls a g a in .”  .
B u t, odd as it  m a y  seem , h e  h a d  a  reh ictan ce  to 

p a rt co m p a n y w ith  th e o n ly  U ving creature (except 
the w olves) th a t in h a b ited  th is aw fu l desert. T h e re  
w a s-a  v a g u e  chance o f  k e e p in g  from  freezm g to 
d ea th  as lo n g  as h e  c lu n g  to tho la rg e , w arm  ani­
m a l;  w h ile, seated  alone u pon  th is b le a k  shore, 
w íth  h is c loth es w rin g in g  w et, a n d  th e co k l b rea th  
o f  th e g la cier sw eep in g dow n u pon  h im , h e  w ould 
die slow ly  a n d  m iserab ly  w ith  h u n ger a n d  coid. 
H e  w as ju s t  co n te m p la tin g  this p ro sp ect, seein g 
•him self in sp irit ly in g  d e a d  u pon  th e shore o f  the 
la k e , and p ictu rin g  to h im se lf th e g n e f  o f  his 
brother a n d  fath er, w h en  su dd en ly  h is g la n ce  was 
arrested  b y  w h at seem ed a  fa in t colu m n  o f  sm oke 
risinc? from  a m o n g  th e bow lders. T h e  h erd  o f  
re in deer h a d  cv id cn tly  m ade th e sam e discovery^ 
for th e y  paused , in a  s u r t le d  m an n er, and 
w h eeled  abou t tow ard  the e asterly  shore, past 
w hich a  b ra n c h  o f  th e g la cier w as p u sh in g  down- 

w ard in to th c  lo w er fiord-valley.
M agn ie , w ho h a d  h y  this tim e m ade u p  his 

m in d  n o t to  give u p  h is p resen t p lace  excep t for a  
b etter on e, strained  h is e y e  in th e opposite^ d irec­
tion, to  m ak e sure th at h e  w as n ot d eceiv ed ; and 
h a v in g  satisfied  h im se lf  th a t w h a t h e  saw was 
re a lly  sm ok e, h e  determ ined  to leap  from  his seat 
a t  th c  v e ry  first op p ortun ity . B u t as y e t  thc 
sp eed  o f  th e b u c k  m ade su ch  a  vcn tu re  iinsafe. 
W ith  e ve ry  step, h o w ever, th e te rn to ry  w as be- 
co m in g  m ore ir r ^ u la r ,  a n d  m ade th e progress 

even  o f a  rein deer difficult.
M ag n u s drew  up h is feet, and w as abou t to 

slide off, h a v in g  p lan n ed  to  drop w itb as sh gh t 
a  sh o ck  as possib le  u pon  a  fiat m oss-grow n rock, 
w h en , to h is u tter am azem en t, h e  saw  a  hum an 
figure stan d in g  a t  th e  ed ge  o f  the g la cier , and 
a im in g  a  rifle, as it  ap p eared , stra igh t at h is head. 
H e  tried  to  scream , b u t terror c h o k e d  h is  voice. 
H e  cou ld  n ot b r in g  forth a  sound. A n d  before 
even  th e th o u gh t h a d  ta k e n  shape in h is bew ild ered  
brain  h e  saw  a  flash, a n d  h ea rd  th e rep ort o f  a  
shot w h ich  ru m b led  aw ay  w ith  trem endoiis rcver- 
beraü on s a m o n g  th c  glaciers. T h e re  w as a  surg- 
in g  sound in  h is ears, and strange h g h ts  danced 
b efore  h is  eyes. H e th o u g h t h e  m u st b e  dead.
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T H E  P R I N C E  O F  N A P L E S  A N D  H I S  P A L A C E .

B y  O l i v e  M a y  E a g e r .
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1

T H E  f K l N C E  O F  H A F L E S .  (F K O M  A  P H O T C X IR A I 'H  E V  d ' a L L E S A N E E I

All boys and girls who have read recent Italian 
history are familiar with the ñame of Víctor Em- 
manuel, who United the various States of Italy 
mto one kingdom. As the Italians had long been 
hoping and praying for this unión, they naturally 
regarded Víctor Einmanuel as the savior of their 
country, and were much grioved when he died, in 

Humbert succeeded him on the 
throne, and he in time will be followed by his only

B R O T H E R S ,  I’H O T Ü O R A P H E H S  T O  T H E  R O Y A L  F A M I L Y  O F  I T A I - V . )

son, the Prince of Naples, this titie córresponding 
in Italy to the title of Prince of Wales in Engiand.

The little Prince bears his grandfather’s namc, 
Víctor Emmanuel, and was born November ii, 
i86g, in Naples, probably the most beautiful city 
of the «vhole world. Should the Prince marry 
before he becomcs king, he will live in the royal 
palace of Naples, which is built overlooking the 
lovely bay, and in full view of Vesuvius, with its

Ayuntamiento de Madrid



i'
X

f

undying volcanic fires and streams of smoke. As 
I walked through the large palace, passing suiU  
after sui/e of elegantly furnished rooms, I thought 
ofthc boyish owner, and wondered if he feels very 
haught)' and proud as he gazes upon his posses- 
sions. In the center of the superb dining-room 
stands an ornamental cradle presented at his birth 
by the city of Naples.

Adjoining one end of the palace is the theater 
of San Cario, which has an interesting story. 
When Charles III. was King of Naples, he issued 
orders for the most magnificcnt theater of Europe 
to be built in the shortest time possiblc. Angelo 
Carasalc, a Neapolitan architect, offered to com­
plete it in three months, and by great effort and 
encrgy actually did so. On the opening night, 
the King sent for the architcct to come to the royal 
balcony, and there publicly commended his work, 
adding that only one thing was lacking, and that 
was a private door and stair-case Icading from the 
palace into the theater for the use of the royal 
family. The architect bowed low, and retired that 
the play might begin. Whe'n the play was fin­
ished, the architect again. appeared before the 
King, saying, “ Your Majesty’s wish is accom- 
plished,” and preceded the astonished monarch to 
a privaté entrance in one end of the theater. In 
the three hours that the acting had engaged the 
Kin^s attention, the untiring architcct had col­
lected his workmen, and by almost supcrhuman 
effort had completed his task. He had torn down 
partitions and laid huge logs of wood for a stair- 
way: but elegant velvet carpets and beautiful cur- 
tains concealed the rough floors and defaced walls, 
while a skillful arrangement of handsome mirrors 
and chandeliers produced a magical effect, and 
made the whole seem the work of fairy hands. 
Afterward, the entrance was properly finished, and 
last summer I walked from the palace through 
this private door, and stood in the royal balcony 
where the King had received the architect nearly 
one hundred and fifty years before. I trust the 
Prince of Naples will profit by this monument of 
energy and perseverance which he has continually 
before him in his own palace.

The young Prince spends his winters in Rome,

and may be often seen driving on the Corso, the 
main Street of the city. Were it not for the bright 
scarlet livery of the coachmen, a stranger would 
not notice particularly the neatly and quietly 
dressed boy, driving with a middle-aged gentle­
man. But the Romans all know and love the 
boyish face, raising their hats politely as the car- 
liage passes, while the principino  (little prince), as 
thev cali him, gracefully hows -in acknowledgmcnt 
of their courtesy. He is a fino, manly little fellow, 
and is being trained with the care and attention 
that his ramk deserves. He has the best masters 
that it is possible to procure, and thcy instruct him 
in various branches of study.

At rare intervals he is soen driving with his 
mother, the beautiful and beloved Queen Mar­
gare! ; but he is usually accompanied by his private 
tutor, a cultured and educatcd man, whose chicf 
thought is to interest his young charge and im- 
prove his mind. Thcy often drive by in carnest 
conversation, the Prince evidently asking qucstions 
about something he has seen in passing, and the 
tutor giving him all the informajjon in bis power.
I  am sure this gentleman is fully sensible of the 
great responsibility resting upon him, for upon 
him more than any other man depends the char­
acter of the next king of Italy, who will have grave 
matters to decide and momentous qucstions to 
settle. Judging from his face, I feel equally sure 
that the principino  himself thinks scriously of the 
importance of improving the present, in order that 
he may know how to rule his people with judg- 
ment and wisdom.

I give the following incident as it was related to 
me by the personal friend of an English peeress 
who was in the habit of attending the court rc- 
ceptions. She was at a private reception of the 
Queen, when the principino  carne into the room 
and gave her a kiss of greeting. His mother told 
him it was rude not to ask pcrmission to kiss a 
lady. The boy replied archly, “ Ah, Mother, 
E nglish  ladies like to be kissed.”

I conclude this short sketch with two Ítems that 
may interest you. The Prince of Naples speaks 
the English language very well, and is also a con- 
stant reader of St .,NiCHOLAS.
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T H E  B I R D S  A T  M O N K S T O W N  C A S T L E .

B y  M r s . S . M . B . P i a t t .

M O N K S T O W N  C A S T L E ,  I R S L A K D .  (D R A W N  B V  H A R R Y  F E N N , P R O M  A  l 'H O T O C R A P H  B Y  M , J E N K I N S  &  S O N .)

1 K N O W  a ru in  on a  h i l l—
L ik e  oth er ru ins it m a y  be,

It m ust b e  tired  o f  sta n d in g  still 
A n d  a lw ays lo o k in g  at th e  sea.

S o  oíd th at I a m  y o u n g  b y  it,
It te lls  m e ta les o f  m o n k  a n d  k n ig h t—

T a le s  th at no ch ro n icler h ath  writ,
Just as ra y  grea t-gra n d m o th cr m ight.

It likes to  ta lk  o f  silk en  train,
O f  je w eled  sw ord a n d  p lu m éd  h ead ,

A n d  qu ite  forgets ho w  lo w  th e  rain 
H as b e a te n  dow n  its cou rtly  dead.

It to ld  m e, w ith a  gracio u s air,
A b o u t E lizab eth ’s b e st g o w n ;

B u t w h en  i  sp o k e  o f  h e r  red  hair 
A n d  p ain ted  n ose, I saw  it  frow n 1

I t  h as in vited  m e to sit
T ill  a fter dark. B u t then  it  ’s c le a r—

S o m eh o w — oh, I don ’t care  a  whit 
F o r  T h in g s  yo u  can  n ot see ñ o r hear.

B u t, ch ild ren , th ou gh  th is ru in  m ig h t 
N o t b e  th e  p lace  to sleep , you  see,

A t  m o rn in g  it ’s th e p rcttiest sight 
In  a ll this p retty  w orld to m e.

F o r  w h en , lik e  one th at ’s slept too lo n g , 
T h e  su dd en  sun  b efore  m e springs,

Ivy  a n d  stone b rca k  into song
A n d  h a ll and b a ttlem cn t ta k e  w in gs !

T h e  lords o f  earth  lie  still dow n th e r e ; 
T h e y  h ave  their n ig h t w h o h a d  th cir  day.

S ee, in th eir p lace  th e lords o f  air 
M ak e  m erry  w ith  th eir hon ors g r a y ;
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F ro m  m u llion ed  Windows th e y  p eep  out, 

In  fam ihes or in lo ver-p a irs;
O n th e h ig h  w alls th e y  w a lk  about 

A n d  ch atter o f  th eir sw eet affairs.

T h e  w ind h a s  b low n  aw ay  y o u r ñam e, 
B ut, in m y  h ea rt, I reveren ce you.

S ir  S o m eth in g , gone from  g ravc-yard  fame, 
G o d  rest y o u  u n d er fiow er a n d  dew-!

O h , y o u  w ere g o o d  to  b u ild  (too good 
F o r  m e to se t you r praise to words) 

So b rave  a  castle  b y  tlie  w ood 
T o  lie  th e h a p p y  h om e o f  b ir d s !

B y  T u d o r  Je n k s .

A  LAZY m agic ian , tired  o f  w ork, le ft D am ascu s 
a n d  w ent into a  san dy desert, seek in g  qu iet and 
solitude. F in d in g  a  lo n e ly  place, h e  filled  h is pipe, 
and, a fter sm o k in g  it out, fe ll fast asleep.

A n  in d o len t w izard, lo o k in g  for rest, cam e rid ing 
across the d esert u pon  a  m a g ic  cam cl, w h ich  he 
h a d  m a d e  ou t o f  a n  o íd  ru g  th at m orn in g, and, 
n ot se e in g  th e sleep in g  m agic ian , ran  over him .

N ow , m a g ic a l creation s can  n ot to u ch  m agician s 
w ithout van ish in g. So th e wizard’s  cam el van- 
ished, th c  w izard fe ll p lu m p  dow n  on top o f  thc 
m agic ian , and th e b a g g a g e  w h ich  th e cam el car­
ried  was scattered  on  thc sand.

T h e  w izard was th e first to co llect h is senses, and 
asked, in  a  fierce v o ic e ; “ W h e re  is m y  c a m e l? ” 

T h e  m agic ian  replied, w ith som e a n g e r; “  D o n ’t 
y o u  th in k  yo u  ’d  b e tter  a sk  som e one w ho was 
a w ak e  w h ile  you r cam el w as g e ttin g  a w a y ? ”  • 

“ Y o u  are  th e on ly  m an  I h ave  m e t in  this 
d esert,”  rep lied  th e wizard.

“  P erh ap s,”  rcsum ed th e m agic ian , “  y o u r cam el 
m a y  h a v e  clim b ed  one o f  th c  trees w ith  w hich you 
see th e desert is c o v e re d ; i f  y o u  th in k  I ’v e  got 
h im , y o u  can  search  m e .”

“ I m a d e  th at c a m c l o n ly  th is m o rn in g ,”  said 
th e w izard, com p lain ingly .

“  Y o u  are  then  a  m agician  ? ”  a sk e d  thc other.
“  N o ; I ’m  o n ly  a  w izard,”  rep lied  th c  first. 
“ W e ll,  J'm -,\  m a gic ian , a n d  1 sh ou ld  th ink 

you  w ould k n o w  b etter th an  to drive  you r cam el 

up a g a in st m e .”
“ It w as careless, I  a d m it,”  rep lied  th e w izard. 

“  B u t le t  th at g o ; I can  m ak e another. I  h o p e I 
d id  n ’t  h u rt y o u ? ”

“ O h ! n ot at a ll;  I  w as ly in g  dow n th ere  on 
p u rp o se ; th at is  w h y  I carne to th e desert, where 
there are  so m a n y  p a ss in g ,”  rem a rk ed  th e m agi­
cian , ru b b in g  h is side.

“  I can  n ot re g ret an  a ccid en t w hich b r in g s me 
so a gre ca b le  a  co m p an ion ,”  rep lied  th e wizard, 

w ith a  low  bow .
“ 1 ’m  soiTy to h ave  lo st m y  te m p e r,”  said the 

m agic ian , m ore  g o o d n a tu re d ly ; “ bu t, since 1 cam e 
to  th is desert lo o k in g  for qu iet a n d  solitude, I was 

g la d  to see  y o u .”
“  I , also, w as sorry to m eet a n y  on e, even  your­

self, for 1 w as e q u ally  anxious to b e  a lo n e ,”  re- 
jo in e d  th e w izard, fran kly.
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“  W e ll,”  said th e m a gic ian , th ou gh tfu lly , “  since 
you are a  wizard and 1 a  m a gic ian , a n d  each  of-us 
w ish e s ' solitude, the m atter is easily  rem edied. 
N oth ing is easier th an  to p u t tw en ty  leag u es b e ­
tween U S .  I h ave  o n ly  to w ish i t .”

“ A llo w  m e ,”  ask ed  the w izard, p o lite ly , “  to join  
you  in the w is ll.”

“  C e rta in ly ,”  sa id  th e  m a g ic ia n ; “  w e can  save 
our feelin gs b y  m a k in g  th e p a rtin g  m utual. W c  
will wish to g e th er .”

“ A g r e e d ,”  said  th e  w izard, eag erly , “ A r e  you 
ready ? ”

“  Quite ! ”  retu rn ed th e m agic ian , delighted.
So th ey  raised th e ir  w ands, sh oo k  han ds, and 

said to g e th e r : “  1 w ish m y s e lf  tw en ty  leag u es 
a w a y ! ”

T h e y  w ere pow erfui en ch an ters, a n d  th e wish 
was at once accom p lish ed , In  a n  in stan t th ey  
stood to geth er in a  p lace  tw en ty  leag u es aw ay.

“ I am  afra id ,”  sa id  th e m agic ian , a fter a  mo- 
m ent’s silen ce,— “  I a m  afraid  th at th is can  n ot be 
called a  success. W e  h ave  traveled  som e distance, 
but solitude seem s as far ofF a s  ever. P erh aps 
we forgot to  ta k e  it  w ith  us. W e  m ust w ish a gain  ; 
this tim e, each  fo r h im s e lf !”  T h e  wizard agreed 
that this w as th e b e st p lan. S o , sayin g, “ E xcuse  
m y b a c k ,”  h e  tu rn ed  from  th e m a gic ian  a n d  wished 
h im self b a c k  a g a in  w h ere  h e  w as a t  first, Instantly 
he.w as th ere, a m o n g  h is p ieces o f  b a g g a g e .

“ A h ,”  said h e , sm ilin g , “ it  w as n o t a  bad  
adventurc, b u t I a m  g la d  to b e  a lon e a gain  ! ” 

“ A h c r a ! ”  cxc la im ed  a  v o ice  b eh in d  him , “ I 
b eg  pardon, I ’m  s u r e ; b u t I fea r th ere  h as been 
another m istake., I am  so rry  to see  w e bo th  h a p ­
pened to find th is spot so  a ttr a c tiv e ! ”

T h e  wizard turn ed a n d  saw th e m agician  stan d­
in g  b eh in d  h ira , lo o k in g  v e ry  foolish.

“ So you  ’re  th ere , are  y o u ?  W e ll, it  was a 
natural m istake ! W e  m ust h ave  no m istake this 
time. 1 ’l l  g ive  th e w ord, a n d  le t us each  w ish our- 
sclves forty  leag u es a w a y  tn op p o site  directions —  
you to th e east, I to th e w est.”

T h e  w ord w as g iv e n , th e w ands w a vcd , and, 
p resto! —  n o th in g  a t  a l l !  E a ch  stood  w h ere  he 
was before, for each  exp ected  th e oth er to wish 
him self aw ay.

“  It seem s to m e ,”  said  the w izard, a fter a  sligh t 
pause, “  th at it  is h a rd ly  fair to exp ect m e  to leave  
a ll m y b a g g a g e  ly in g  aroun d h ere  on th e san d  ! ”

“  B u t I w as here first,”  sa id  th e m agician .
“ Y e s, to slcep . I t  strikes m e as ra th er a  

spacious bedroom  1 ”
“  I lik e  a  la rg e  b ed ro o m ,”  rep lied  th e m agician . 

“  B u t w e w and er from  th e su bject. I t  is, o f  course, 
useless for us to w ish  again . W e  h ave h a d  our 
three chances, a n d  m ust n ow  m ak e th e b e st o f  it. 
S it down and h ave  a  sm o k e .”

In a  m om ent th e y  w ere p u ffin g  out b lu e  clouds 
o f  sm oke, sittin g  cross-lcg ged  opposite e a ch  other, 

“  M ay  I a s k ,”  sa id  th e w izard, p resen tly , “  how  
lo n g  you  h ave  b een  p ia ctic in g  you r profession ? ” 

“ O n ly  since M erlin ’s  tim e — sa y  abou t a  thou- 
san d  years. I  was a  p u p il o f  M erlin , and a  very 
good  teach cr h e  w a s.”

“  In d eed  ! ”  sa id  th e w izard, w ith m ore r e s p e c t; 
“  th at is a  lo n g  tim e. I can  n ot c la im  m ore than 
five centuries. I am  but a  begin rier beside y o u .” 

“  B y  h ard  w ork you  m ig h t h ave  learn ed  m uch 
in th at tim e .”

“ I fea r I have been  la zy ,”  said the w izard, 
regretfu lly .

“ P erh ap s b e in g , a s  S hak esp eare  w l U  soon say, 
‘ an  o ld er soldier, n o t a  b e tter ,’ I  m ig h t b e  able 
to g ive  yo u  a  useful h in t or two. W e  h ave  still 
som e d a y lig h t before us. S up p ose w e  h ave  a 
le s s o n ? ”

“ I fear 1 w ill o n ly  b o re  y o u ,”  said the wizard, 
ra th er n ettled  b y  th e p atro n age  o f  th e other,

“ I h ave  n o th in g  e lse  to do, and should  enjoy 
te a ch in g  so p rom ising a  p u p il,”  sa id  th e m agician , 
ra th er pom pousiy.

T h is  was a  little  too m u ch , fot th e w izard had 
grad u ated  w ith th e d egree  o f  F , W . (F u ll W izard ) 
som e th re e  centuries before. I-Ie a ttem p ted  to 
m ak e excuses, sa y in g ; “  1 a m  re a lly  out o f  prac- 
tic e ; m y  w an d  is d u sty  from  d isu se .”

“ O h , b o th cr  y o u r e x c u se s! I can  see  you r 
true ra n k  a t  once. G o  a h e a d ! ”  sa id  th e m agician.

N o t se e in g  ho w  to refuse w ith o u t b e in g  rude, 
th e w izard, a fter a  in inu te’s h esitation , rose and, 
w a lk in g  a  little  ap art, d rew  a  c irc le  in th e sand. 
S ta n d in g  h ere, h e  w aved  h is w and slow ly  in th e air 
a n d  rep eated  a  m ystic  incantation. T h e  m agician , 
w ho h a d  on ly  received  th e d egree  o f  P. M . (Pass- 
a b le  M agician ) w h en  he grad uated , lo ok ed  on very 
critica lly,

A t  th e m ost im pressive p a rt o f  th e charm , the 
wizard su dd en ly  and v io le n tly  sneezed, in spite o f 
a ll h é  co u ld  do. M uch  asharoed, h e  tu rn ed  to ex­
cuse h im self.

“  O h , th at ’s n o th in g ,”  said the m agic ian , w ith a  
con d escen d in g  sm ile. “  It is a  little  aw kw ardness 
n atural to a  begin n er. N o  m ore th an  I exp ected  1 
T h ro w in g  y o u r arm s abou t creates a d r a f t — m akes 
y o u  ch illy ; yo u  sneeze, n a tu ra lly  e n o u g h . G o o n ;  
w e wont cou nt this tim e.”

T h e  w izard was m u ch v ex cd , b u t k e p t h is tem ­
p er a n d  resum ed th e ch arm . Soon, a  m ist poured 
from  th e tip  o f  h is w and, like th e sm oke from  a 
cigar, and form ed a  clou d  above h is h e a d , whicli 
slow ly  revolved a n d  w ound its e lf  up in to a  ball 
u n til, as th e ch an t en d ed , an enorm ous figure 
app eared . T h o  wizard turned p ro u d ly  to the m a ­
g ician , who said n oth in e. A t  le n g th  th e wizard,

Ayuntamiento de Madrid



io8 A  D U E L  I N  A  D E S E R T . [Decsmbur,

’P

k .

i

il
í

i

i

se e in g  n o sign  o f  in ovem en t in h is riv a l, a sk e d  con- T h e  m agic ian  sm iled, a n d  risin g, took a  handful
f id e n tly : “ H o w ’s t h a t ? ”  o f  du st and th rew  it o v e r the wizard’s  head.

“ W e ll ,”  sa id  th e other, Crossing h is le g s  as h e  “ W h e n  are  y o u  to  b e g in  ? ”  ask ed  the wizard.
filled h is pipe, “ it  is n ’t  b a d — n ot bad . I t  “  L o o k  a ro u n d ,”  sa id  th e m agician .

T H B  I N D O L E N T  W U A P D  O N  T H E  M A G I C  C A M B L  M B E T S  T B E  L A Z V  M A G I C I A N  I N  T H E  D E 5 B B T .

is re a lly  fair w ork, o f  a  certain  k in d . B u t it  is  n 't 
th e w a y / w a s  ta u g h t. H ow ever, I ’m  afraid  o f  
h u rtin g  y o u r fee lin gs.”

“  N o t at a l l ,”  said th e  w izard. “  I am  delighted 
to b e  critic ised . S p e a k  freely , 1 b e g  1 ”

T h e  o íd  m a g ic ia n , w ith  a  b la n d  sm ile a n d  half- 
sh u t eyes, w en t o n ; “ W é l l , i t  seem s to m e too 
lo n g — m u ch too lo n g . I f  y o u  w ere in  a  h u rry ,—  
suppose a  rh in oceros w as stam p in g h is fee t on 
y o u r do or-m at,— yo u  w ould  n ’t  h a v e  tim e to do 
a l l  that. T h a t  c lou d  is n o  u se — it on ly  spoils 
th e  e ffe c t ; it is ou t o f  sty le. A n d  y o u r spirit 
looks rath er stu p id  and u n d er-b rcd — an u g ly  

w retch  ! ”
A  terrific  h ow l was h ea rd  as th e  sp irit dashed 

dow n  u pon  th e  m agic ian , se e k in g  to  tear h im  to 
p ieces. T h e  m agician  g e n tly  ra ised  h is  w an d , and 
th e spirit m elted  as snow  does in to th e ocean, 
a n d  th e m agician  w cnt on q u ie tly : “ T h a t  shows 
yo u  w h at a  fool h e  is — no d iscretion  a n d  no 

stam in a .”
T h e  w izard w as rath er cast dow n  a n d  said sul- 

le n ly :  “  P erh ap s y o u  w ill show  m e h o w  yo u  w ould 

d o  i t ? ”

T h e  w izard turn ed and saw  a  little  w in g e d  figure, 
lo o k in g  lik e  a  fairy.

“  T h a t  is  7iiy sp ir it,"  sa id  th e m agic ian .
“  It ’s too sm all to  b e  o f  a n y  u se ,”  rem arked  th e 

w izard, scornfully.
“ I  th in k  you  w ill find it  quite la rg e  en o u g h  for 

a ll practica l p u rp oses.”
“ W h y , my sp irit,”  sa id  th e w izard, “ could 

ro ll yo u rs up lik e  a  d ry  le a f  a n d  p u t it  in his 
p o c k e t ! ”

“  W e ll ,”  sa id  th e m a gic ian , good  n atu red ly , “  I 
h ave  n o objection  to  th a t ;  le t h im  tr y .”

T h e  w izard p ron ou nced  th e in can tation  and 

sum m oned h is spirit.
“ A h a b ,”  cried  th e w izard, ca llin g  the sp irit b y  

ñ am e, “  fetch  m e th at sm all im p ! ”
“  M aster, I o b e y  ! ”  sh ou ted  th e sp irit in a  voice 

o f  th un der, a n d  then  su dd en ly  dashed dow n upon 

th e little  fairy.
I f  th e fa iry  h a d  rem ain ed  still it m ig h t h ave  been 

h u r t ; b u t, ju s t  as A h a b  carne ru sh in g  dow n, the 
fa iry  d a rted  aw ay  lik e  a  h u m m in g -b ird , too qu ick  
for th e e y e  to see th e m otion. A h a b  m ade a  clutch , 
b u t c a u g h t n o th in g  b u t sand. A g a in  h e  tried , b u t
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with no b etter success. A  th ird  and fourth tr ia l 
so exhausted the h u g e  m o n ster th at h e  sa t down 
upon thc san d com p lete ly  tired  out.

T h e  wizard d an ced  arou n d  in  a  perfect la g e ;  
and w hen A h a b  ga ve  it  up, ra is in g  h is w an d  he 
waved it  thrice, a n d  com m an ded th e fa iry  to stand 
still. T h e  fa iry  bow ed, a n d  stood quiet.

“  N ow , A h a b ,”  sa id  th c  wizard, 
trium phantly, “  b r in g  h e r  to m e ! ”

A lia b  aróse, and w a lk in g  heav- 
ily  to the fa iry , to ok  h e r  b y  the 
arm. T h e  arm  cam e o ff in  h is 
g ra s p ; b u t A h a b , n ot n oticin g 
this, b ro u gh t it  to th e wizard.

“ Y o u  dun ce ! ”  com m en ced  th e 
w iza rd ; b u t th e absu rd ity  o f  the 
situation overcam e h im , and he 
laughed, sa y in g : “ W e ll,  b r in g  m e 
the rest o f  h e r ! ”

O n th e n ext trip , A h a b  b rou gh t 
thc head.

“  V e ry  g o o d ,”  sa id  th e w iza rd ;
“  p eiseveran ce  w ill-brin g  her. G o 
on.”

In a  few m ore jo u rn cy  s th e pieces 
o f  the fairy  la y  a t  th e w izard ’s feet.

“ T h c r e ! ”  said  th e w izard, in 
trium ph, “  I th in k  th at en d s yottr 
sp ir it! ”

“  N o t a t  a ll ,”  sa id  th e m agician , 
pointing h is w and a t  th e h eap  o f 
arms, w ings, b o d y , and h ead . In 
an instan! th e p ieces flew togeth er, 
and th e fa iry  stood before th em  as 
w ell as ever,

“  C om e n o w ,”  said  th e wizard, 
angrily, “  th a t ’s  n ot fair ! ”

“ Y o u  h a d  to help  y o u r spirit, 
w hy should  n ’t I h e lp  m in e? ”

“  1 on ly  k e p t you r spirit s till 1 ”
“  I on ly  p u t m ine to geth er ! ”
T h e  w izard h a d  to  a d m it th e 

justice o f  th e raag ician ’s c la im ; 
but, com p letely  lo sin g  his tem per, 
he sa id  a n g rily ; “ I don ’t b e licve  
you are a n y  sort o f  a  m agician , 
with a ll y o u r airs ! Y o u  m a y  have 
a  friend a m o n g  th e fairies, b u t I ’d 
like to see w h at y o u  can  d o  b y  your­
se lf; send y o u r spirit aw ay, and 
we '11 see w ho is th e b e tter  m an  ! ”

T h e  spirits w ere dism issed, and 
the m agician , n ever lo sin g  h is tem p er, said w ith a 
sm ile; • “ ! can ’t  afforcl to show  m y  m a gic  for 
n othin g ! I f  y o u  w ill in sist on  se e in g  w h at I can  
do in th e w a y  o f  rea l o íd  E g y p tia n  m agic, 1 w ill 
show you, on One co n d itio n .”

“  W h a t  is th at ? ”
“  T h a t  h e  who show s th e best m a gic  sh all take 

th e w an d  and pow er o f  th e other. D o  yo u  a g re e ?  ” 
T h e  w izard, a lth o u g li startled, was too a n g ry  to 

b e  prudcnt, auid rcp lied  b o ld ly  ; “  I agree  ! ”
“ L e t us lo se  no tim e, th en ,”  sa id  th e m agician , 

w ith  a  crafty  sm ile, “ A r e  y o u  rea d y?  ”

T r i e  W I Z A K D  R A I S E S  A H A B ,

“ Q u ite  re a d y ,”  sa id  th e wizard.
“ F in d  th a l, t h e n ! ”  a n d , as h e  sp o k e , the 

m a gic ian  th rew  his w and h ig h  in to th e  air. A n  
im m cn sc bird, th at was f ly in g  overh ead , c lutch ed 
th c  w and, a n d  flew  o f f  w ith  lig h tn in g  speed.
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“ A  b a b y ’s t r i c k ! ”  sa id  the w izard, la u gh in g. 
“  I le a rn e d  th a t w ith  th e a lp h abet. T h e  id ea  o f  
p la y in g  m a gica l h id e-an d -seek  w ith  m e ! ”  and 
b re a k in g  h is  w an d  in to n ine sh ort p ieces, h e  stuck 
th em  up in th e sand, form in g a  c irc le ^ ro u n d  him . 
O u t from  each  su dd en ly  sp ra n g  a w irc  a n d  stretchccl 
its e lf  a lo n g  above th e san d, lik e  a  serp en t, o n ly  a 
th ou san d lim es fa s te r ; a n d  dow n  from  th is wire 
fe ll p oles a n d  stu ck  up in th e sand. In  the m iddle 
o f  th e r in g  o f  sticks sa t th e w izard, w ith  a  tele- 
g ra p h  in strum en t, t ic k in g  aw ay  fo r d e a r life. In  a 
m o m en t h e  stop p ed  a n d  listen ed . A n  answ ering 
tick  w as soon  h e a r d ; a n d  th e w izard, sm iling, 
s a id : “ W e  sh a ll h a v e  a  disp atch  v e ry  soon !
W o n d e rfu l th in g , th e te le g ra p h — w o n d e r fu l! ”

A  sp e ck  w as seen  in  th e  d istance co m in g  qu ick ly  
tow ard th cm . I t  soon resolved its e lf  in to a  sm all 
b o y , ru n n in g  as fast as h e  could.

“  W e ll,  m y  b o y  ? ”  said  th e w izard, ru b b in g  his 
h an d s, aS th e m essen ger atrived .

“  P le a se , sir, h e re  ’s  a  p a ck a g c  a n d  a  le tte r  for 
you , s ir ,”  rep lied  the b o y , p u ffin g  a  little  from  his 
ru n . “  P lease  sign  m y  re c e ip t .”

“  C e rta in ly , ce rta in ly ,”  sa id  th e w izard, scarcely 
h e a rin g  w h at w as s a id ; a n d  h a n d in g  th e paclcage 
to th e m agic ian , h e  op en ed  h is le tter. I t  read  as 
fo llo w s:

"  Bo r n e o ,  July lath.
“  Your messagc received. Inctoscd find wand as requestcd. Had 

to shoot bird. Soriy. W ill have ít stuScd.
‘ •Yours, A h a b . ”

T h e  m a gic ian  o p en ed  th e p a ck a g e , a n d  there was 
th e w and.

“ Y o u  are a  little  b e h in d  the a g e ,”  sa id  th e 
wizard. “ I sh o u ld  th in k  yo u  w ould k n o w  better 
th an  to race  w ith  e lectricity  ! ”

“ Y o u  re a lly  did  it  very  w ell, v e ry  w ell, in d eed ,”  
said th e m agic ian , a  little  v e x e d ;  “ bu t, as yo u  say, 
it  w as a  b a b y ’s  tr ic k ;  I w as foolish to try  it .”

“  W e ll ,”  sa id  th e w izard, “  le t us n ot w aste a n y  
m ore tim e. D o  you r v e r y  b e st th is tim e, and le t us 
g e t  th ro u gh  w ith i t ! ”

“ P ic a se , sir,”  sa id  th e te legra p h  m essenger, 
“ sign  m y  re c e ip t; I  ’m  in a  h u rr y .”

“  G e t  o u t ! I can ’ t b o th er w ith  y o u  now  ! ”  said 
th e  w izard, iin p atien tly . “  T h e  id e a ,”  h e  w en t on, 
to the m a gic ian , “  o f  sto p p in g  m e  n ow  fo r su ch  a  
triflc  a s  s ig n in g  a  r e c e ip t ! ”

T h e  b o y  la u g h e d  so ftly  to h im self, b u t n o onc 
n oticed  h im , so  h e  stood  a n d  w a tch cd  w h at was 

g o in g  on.
M ean w h ile, th e m agic ian  w as th in k in g  over his 

v e ry  b e st tricks. A t  last h e  sa id , s o le m n ly : T h is
tim e I ’l l  show  y o u  so m eth in g  w orth  se e in g  ! ” 

T h e n  h e  w ip ed  h is wand in th e sk irt o f h is  robe, 
an d  p ronounced a  lo n g  in can tation , w h ile  the 
w izard p reten ded  to  b e  v e ry  tired  o f  it. A s  th e

in can tation  proceeded, a  cry sta l b a ll  form ed itse lf 

ou t o f  th e a ir  a n d  flo a ted  b efore  them .
“ W h a t ’s  th at f o r ? ”  a sk e d  th e b o y , ap p aren tly  

m u ch in terested , “  T h a t  ’s th e b ig g e st m arb le  I 

eve r saw  ! ”
“ T h a t ,”  said th e m a gic ian  w ith  grea t im pres- 

siveness, n o t n o tic in g  w h o sp oke, “ is the m a gi- 
cian-tester. M erlin  in veiited  it for th e express 
purposc o f  p u ttin g  dow n con ceited  m agician s. Such 
is its p ecu liar con struction  th a t o n ly  th e greatest 
a n d  m o st pow erfui m a gic ian  can  g e t  in sid e o f  i t .”

“  G e t in to th at m arble  ! ”  said th e boy. “  1 don ’t 

see w h at fo r.”
“  P ro b a b ly  n o t,”  said th e m agic ian , m uch 

am used.
“  N o w  see  h ere, J o h n n y ,”  said  th e w izard, im pa- 

tien tly , “  don’ t y o u  th in k  y o u  ’d  b e tter ru n  h om e ? ” 
“ I  m u sí h a v e  m y  receip t s ig n ed ,”  sa id  the 

boy, p o sitiv e ly; “ besides, i t ’ s fun  to  see  th is g a m e.”  

“ N e v e r  m in d  h im ,”  sa id  th e m agic ian . “  N ow , 
w h at I propose is th is : Y o u  a n d  I stan d  about 
tw en ty  p aces from  th e te s te r; th en  le t  the b o y  
cdunt th ree  (for, w h ile  yo u  p a y  for h is tim e, we 
m a y  as w ell use him ). W h o e v e r  first appears in 
th e tester sh a ll b e  th e  winner. ”

“ A m  I in t h is ? ”  ask ed  th e b o y , m u ch d e­
ligh ted .

“ C e rta in ly ,”  sa id  th e  m agic ian , sm ilin g  gra- 
ciously.

“  L e t  ’s  see  i f  I  k n ow  th e g a m e ,”  said th e b o y , 
eag erly . “ Y o u  two fellow s stan d  a  little  w a y  off, 
then  I co u n t th ree, a n d  you  tw o cu t as fast as you  
can  fo r the m arb le  ¡ a n d  then  w h oever o f  us th ree  
gets into it firet w in s? ”

T h e  m agician  w as m u ch am used to see th at the 
b o y  in clu ded  h im se lf in th e “  g a m e ,”  a n d  rep lied : 
“ W e ll,  y e s ;  th at ’s  th e gam e. T h e re  can  b e  no 
h a rm  in y o u r tr y in g .”

“ W h a t 's  th e  use o f  ta lk in g  nonsense to th e 
b o y  ? ”  ask ed  th e wizard.

“  O h , it arauses him  a n d  does n ’t h u r tu s ,”  replied 
th e  m a gic ian , good  n aturedly.

“  G e t y o u r p laces ! ”  ca lle d  th e boy, w ho seem ed 
to 'c n jo y  th e  gam e v e ry  m uch.

T h e y  retired  in  opposite direction s, w hile th e 
b o y  a lso  w en t b a c k  som e distance.

“  A l l  r e a d y ? ”  cried  the m agician.
“  H o ld  o n ,”  sa id  th e b o y , s u d d e n ly ; “  I ’m  not 

h a lf  so  b ig  as y o u  tw o —  I o u g h t to h a v e  a  s t a r t ! ”  
T h e  w izard w as m u ch  p ro vo k ed  a t  th e d e lay , but 

th e m a gic ian  said, la u g h in g : “ A llr ig h t ,  m y b o y ;  
ta k e  a n y  start yo u  lik e , b u t hurry. ”

T h e  b o y  to ok  a  few  steps, care fu lly  com pared 
th e d istan ccs, a n d  to ok  a  step  or two m ore. H e 
seem ed v e ry  m u ch  excited.

“  Is th a t abou t r ig h t ? ”  h e  asked.
“  Y e s , y es; d o  h u rry  u p  ! ”  said th e wizard.
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“ Are you ready?” 
said the boy.

“ Yes ! ” they replied.
“ One— two— three!” 

shouted the boy, and off 
he went as fast as his 
short legs could carry 
him. The wizard and 
magician, starting at the 
same instant, ran with 
very great speed, and 
reached thc testcr on op­
posite sides at about the 
same time. Both did 
their best to get inside ; 
but it was no use. Each 
turned away, thinking 
himself defeated. In 
turning from the tester, 
they met.

“ Hallo!” cried the 
magician, “ I thought 
you were inside the 
tester ! ”

“  And I thought you 
were I” said thc wizard, equally surprised.

“ Well, what means this?” asked the magician. 
“ I can’t tell,” rcplied thc wizard; “ I did n’t 

make the tester ; there 
must have been some 
mistake.”

“ Oh, no; it ’s all 
right,” said the magi­
cian ; “  we must try
again. Where ’s the 
boy?”

“ Here I am ! ” said 
the boy’s voice.

“ Where?” they ask­
ed, not able to see him.

“ In the marble ! ” 
said the boy. “ I ’ve 
won! ”

There was no mistake.
They could both see him, 
coiled up in the tester 
and gi-inning with de­
light.

“ This is too ridicu- 
lous! ” said the magi­
cian. “  Come out of 
Ihat, you little mon- 
key ! ”

“ I sha n’t,” said the 
hoy, clapping his hands
with glee. “  I ’ve won, and I ’m to have the prize ! ” 

“  You sha’n’t have anything but a good thrash-

* ‘ B O T B  D I D  T H E I R  B E S T  T O  G E T

ing ! ” said the wizard, and catching up his wand 
he rushed toward the tester.

But at that moment, a crack was heard. The

T H E  M A G I C I A H  A M D  T H E  W I Z A R D  G O  H O M E ,

tester broke like a Ijiibble, and forth from it came 
the majestic figure of the enchanter Merlin.
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T h e  wizard and m agic ian  fell u pon  th eir knees.
“  I t  is M crlin  ! ”  th e y  ciied .
“ Y e s ,”  rep lied  th e cn chan ter, gravely , “  it is 

M erlin . W h e n  a  w izard and m agician  sp en d their 
m ig h ty  pow crs in ju g g lin g  trick s fit o n ly  to am use 
fools, those pow ers m u st b e  tak en  from  tliem . 
Y o u  h ave  m ade th e a greein en t and m u st ab id e  b y  
it. D ro p  you r w ands ! ”

T h e  w a n d s'fe ll u pon  the sand.

“  G o  h o m e, a n d  w ork ! ”
T h e y  w en t h om e a n d  w orked, a n d  n eith er o f  

th em  m arried  a  princess o r liv ed  h a p p ily  ever 
after.

M erlin  la u g h e d  so ftly  to him self, a n d  rem arkin g, 
“  T h e re  ’s a  cou p le  o f  dunces ! ”  c h a n g ed  h im self 
b a c k  into a  m essen ger-boy, sign ed  h is receip t h im ­
self, a n d  w a lk ed  aw ay  over th e desert. S oon  he 
disap p eared  oyer th e horizon, a n d  a ll w as still.

T h e y  p u t m e in th e  grea t spare b e d , a n d  th ere  th ey  b a d e  rae s l e e p :
I m iist n ot s t i r ; I  m u st n o t w a k e ; I m u st n ot even  p e e p !
R ig h t  opposite th at lo n e ly  b ed , m y  C h ristm as sto c k in g  h u n g ;
W h ile  n ea r it, w a itin g  fo r th e m orn, m y  S u n d a y  c loth es w ere flun g.

_I counted so ftly , to m yself, to ten , a n d  ten  tim es ten,
A n d  w en t th ro u gh  a ll th e a lp h a b et, and then  b e g a n  a g a in ;
1 rep eated  th at F ifth  R e a d e r  p iece  —  a  p oem  ca lle d  “ R e p o se ,”
A n d  tiie d  a  dozen oth er w ays to fa ll in to a  doze —
W h e n  su d d en ly  th e room  grew  lig h t. I h c a rd  a  soft, stron g b o u n d  —
’T  w as S a n ta  C lau s, I fe lt qu ite  sure, b u t dared  n o t lo o k  around.
’T  was n ice to k n ow  th at h e  w as th ere, and th in g s w ere  g o in g  righ tly,
A n d  so I to ok  a  littie  n ap , and tried  to sm ile p olitely.

“  H o ! M erry  C h ristm as ! ”  cried  a  vo ice  ¡ I fe lt th e  b e d  a -ro c k in g ; 
’T w a s  day lig h t —  B ro th er B o b  w as u p  ! a n d  oh, th at sp len did  sto c k in g !
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S O P H T E ' S S E C R E T  — . 4  C H R I S T M A S
(6egui> on pagc «5 of the November number,)

S T O R Y .

B v  L o ü iS A  M . A l c o t t .

P A R T  III.

ECE.WBER snow  was 
fa llin g  fast and thc 
w intry w ind w his­
tled  th ro u gh  the 
streets, b u t it  was 
w arm  a n d  cozy in 
the luxurious par­
lor w here D i and 
D o w ere sitting 
m a k in g  C hristm as 
presents, a n d p lan - 
n in g  w h at th ey  

w ould w ear at th e  p arty F a n n y  w as to 
g ive  on C h ristm as E ve.

“ If I can get Mamma to buy me a 
new dress 1 shaü have something yel- 

I .  low. It is always becoining to bru-
I nettes, and I ’m so tired of red,” said

^ I Di, giving a last touch to the lace that
trimmed a blue satin sachet for Fann)'.

“ That will be lovely. I shall have 
pink, with roses of the same color. Un­

der muslin it is perfectly sweet.” And 
Dora eyed the sunflower she was 
embroidering as if she already saw 
the new toilet before her.

“ Fan always wears blue, so we 
shall make a nice contrast. She is 

coming over to show me about finisli- 
ing off my banncr-screen, and I asked 
Sophie to come with her. I want to 
know what she is going to wear,” said 
Di, taking a little sniff- at the violet- 
scented bag.

“ That okl white cashmere. Just 
think 1 1 asked her why she did n’t get 

a new one, and she laughed and said she could n’t 
afford it. Fan told me Sophie’s father sent her a 
hundred dollars not long ago, yet she has n’t got a 
thing that we know of. I do think she ’s mean.” 

“ She bought a great bundle of books. 1 was 
there when the parcel came, and I peepcd while she 
was out of the room, bccause she put it away in a 
great hurry. I ’m afraid she is mean, for she 
never buys a bit of candy, and she weai-s shaljby 
boots and gloves, and she has made over her oíd 
hat instead of having that lovely one with the 
pheasant’s breast in it.”

“  She ’s very queer; but I can’t help liking her,

she ’s so pretty and bright and obliging. I ’d give 
anything if I could speak three languages and 
play as she does.”

“ So would I. It seems so elegant to be able 
to talk to foreigncrs. Papa had some Frenchmen 
to dinner the other day, and they ivere so pleased 
to find they need n’t speak English to Sophie. I 
could n’t get on at all, and I was so mortified when 
Papa said all the money he had spent on my lan­
guages was thrown away.”

“ I would n’t mind. I t ’s so much easier to 
learn those things abroad, she would be a goose 
if she did n’t speak French better than we do. 
There ’s Fan ! she looks as if something had hap­
pened. 1 hope no one is ill and the party spoilt.’-’

As Dora spoke, both girls looked out to see 
Fanny shaking the snow from her seal-skin sack 
on the doorstep; then Do hastened to meet her, 
while Di hid thc sachet and was hard at work 
on an old-gold sofá cushion when the new-comer 
entered.

“ What’s thc matter? Where’s Sophie?” ex­
claimed thc girls togetlier as Fan threw off her 
wraps and sat down with a tragic sigh.

“  She will be along in a few minutes. I ’m dis­
appointed in her 1 I would n’t have believed it if 
I had n’t seen them. Promise not to breathe a 
word to a living soul and I ’ll tell yoti something 
dreadful,” began Fanny, in a tone that caused her 
friends to drop their work and draw their chairs 
nearer as they solemnly-vowed eternal sOence.

“ I ’vc seen Sophie’s Christmas presents— all 
but mine, and they are just nothing at a ll! She 
has n’t bought a thing, not even ribbons, lace, 
or silk to make up prettily as we do. Only a 
painted shell for one, an acorn emery for another, 
her ivory fan with a new tassel for a third, and I 
suspect one of those nice handkeichiefs embroid- 
ered by the nuns for me, or her silver filigree neck- 
lace. I saw tlie box in the drawer with the other 
things. She ’s knit woolen cuffs and tippcts for 
the children, and got some eight-cent calicó gowns 
for the servants. I don’t know how people do 
things in Switzerland, but I do know that if /  had 
a hundred dollars in my pocket, I would be more 
generous than that! ”

As Fanny paused, out of breath, Di and Do 
groancd in sympathy, for this was indeed a sad 
State of things; because the girls had a code that 
Christmas being thc season for gifts, extravagance 
would be forgiven then as at no other time.
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“  I have a lovely smelling-bottlc for her, but 
I ’ve a great mind not to give it now,” cried Di, 
feeling defrauded of the bracelet she had plainly 
hinted she would like.

“ I shall heap coals of fire on her head by giving 
her ihat," and Dora displayed a very useless but 
very pretty apron of muslin lace and carnation 
ribbon.

“ It isn’t the worth of the things; I don’t care 
for that so much as 1 do for being disappointed in 
her, and I have been latcly in more ways than 
one,” said Fanny, listlessly taking up the screen 
she was to finish. “ She used to tell me every­
thing, and now she does n’t. 1 ’m sure she has 
some sort of a secret, and I do think I  ought to 
know it. 1 found her smiling over a letter one 
day, and she whiskcd it into her pocket and never 
said a word about it. I always stood by her and I 
do feel hurt.”

“  I should think you might! It ’s real naughty 
of her, and I shall tell her so ! Perhaps she ’ll 
confide in you then, and you can just give me a 
hint; I always liked Sophie, and never thought of 
not giving 7!ty present,” said Dora, persuasively, 
for both girls were now dying with curiosity to 
know the secret.

“  I ’U have it out of her, without any dodging 
or bribing. I ’m not afraid of any one, and I shall 
ask her straight out, no matter how much she 
scowls at me,” said dauntless Di, with a thrcaten- 
ingnod.

“ There she is ! Let us sec you do it now!” 
cried Fanny, as the bell rang, and a clear voice 
was heard a moment later asking if MademoiseUe 
was in.

“ You shall!” and Di looked ready for any 
audacity.

“  I ’ll wager a box of candy that you don’t find 
out a thing,” whispered Do.

“ Done!” answered Di, and then turned to 
meet Sophie, who carne in looking as fresh as an 
Alpine rose with the wintry wind.

“  Yon dear thing ! we were just talking of you. 
Sit here and get warm, and let us show you our 
gifts. We are almost done, but it seems as if it 
got to be a harder job each Christmas. Don’t you 
find it so ? ”

“  But no; I think it the most charming work of 
alltheycai-," answered Sophie, greetingher friend, 
and putting her well-worn boots toward the fire to 
dry.

“  Perhaps you don’t make as much of Christmas 
as we do, or give such expensive presents. That 
would make a great difference, you know,” said 
Di, as she lifted a cloth from the table where her 
O'vn generous store of gifts was set foith.

“ I had a piano last year, a set of jewels, and

many pretty trifles from all at home. Here is one; ” 
and pulling the fine gold chain hidden under her 
frills, Sophie showed a locket set thick with pearls, 
containing a picture of her mother.

“ It-must be so nice tobe rich, and able to make 
such fine presents. I ’ve got soinething for you, 
but I shall be ashamed ofit after I see your gift to 
me, I ’m afraid.”

Fan and Dora were working as if their bread 
depended on it, while Di, with a naughty twinkle 
in her eye, affected to be re-arranging .her pretty 
table as she talked.

“ Do not fear that; my gifts this year are very 
simple ones. I did not know your custom, and 
now it is too late. My comfort is, that you need 
nothing, and, having so much, you wiil not care 
for ray— what you cali —  coming short.”

Was it the fire that made Sophic’s face look so 
hot, and a coid that gave a husky sort of tone to 
her usually clear voice ? A curious expression carne 
into her face as her eyes rovcd from the table to the 
gay trifles in her friend’s hands, and she opened 
her lips as if to add something impulsively. But 
nothing camc, and for a moment she looked straight 
o.ut at the storm as if she had forgotten where she 
was.

“  ‘ Short-coming’ is the proper way to speak it. 
But nover mind that, and tell me why you say ‘ too 
late ’ ? ” asked Di, bent on winning her wager.

“  Christmas comes in three days, and I have no 
time,” began Sophie.

“ But with money, onc can buy plenty of lovely 
things in one day,” said Di.

“ No, it is better to put a little love and hard 
work into what we give to friends. I have done 
that with my trifies, and another year I shall be 
more ready.”

There was an uncomfortable pause, for Sophie 
did not speak with her usual frankness, but looked 
both proud and ashamed, and seemed anxious to 
change the subject, as she began to admire Dora’s 
work, which had made very little progress during 
the Iast fifteen minutes.

Fanny glanced at Di with a smile that made the 
other toss her head and return to the charge with 
renewcd vigor.

“  Sophie, will you do me a favor? ”
“ With much pleasure.”
“  Fan has promised me a whole box of French 

bonbons, and if you wiil ^swer three questions 
you shall have it.”

“ A llo n s,"  said Sophie, smiling.
“  Have n’t you a secret? ” asked Di, gravely.
“ Yes.”
“ Will y o u  tell U S ? ”

“ No.”
Di paused before she asked her last question,
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an d  F a n  and D o ra  w aited  b reath lessly , w h ile  Sophie 
k n it  h e r  brow s a n d  lo ok ed  uneasy- 

“ W h y  n o t? ”
“  B ecau se  1 do n o t w ish to  te ll i t .”
“  W il l  y o u  te ll i f  w e gu ess ? ”

“ T r y .”
“  Y o u  are e n g a g e d .”

 ̂ A t  th is  a b su rd  su ggestio n  S op h ie  la u g h e d  gayly , 
a n d  sh oo k  h e r  c u rly  hcad.

“  D o  yo u  th in k  w e are  b etro th ed  a t  sixteen  in 

m y  c o u n t r y ? ”
“ I know  th a t is an c n g a g e m c n t-r in g : you  m ade

in g  to h ear love stories. W h a t  is h is ñ a m e ? ”  

cried  D ora.
“ H e rm a n n ,”  sim p ered  S ophie, d roo p in g  still 

m ore, w h ile  h e r  lip s trem b led  w ith  suppressed 

em otion  o f  som e sort.
“ H o w  l o v e ly ! ”  s igh ed  F a n n y , w h o w as v e ry  

rom antic.
“ T e ! l o n , d o !  Is  h e  h an d som e ? ”
“  T o  m e  th e  fínese m an  in a ll th e  w o rld ,”  con- 

fessed  S op h ie  a s  she h id  h e r  face.
“ A n d  yo u  love  h i m ? ”
“  I adore h im  ! ”  and S op h ie  clasped h e r  h an d s

I
T  
I í

' l i A V E  n ' t  v o u  a  s e c r e t ,  S O P H I E ? ” ’  A S K E D  D I ,  C R A V E L Y .

su ch  a  tim e abou t it  w h en  y o u  lost it in  th e water, 
and cried  fo r jo y  w h en  T i l ly  d iv e d  and found i t .”

“  A h , yes, I  w as tru ly  glad . D e a r  T illy ,  never 
d o  I  fo rg et th at k in d n e ss ! ”  a n d  S o p h ie  k isse d  the 
little  p carl r in g  in h e r  irap ulsive  w ay, w h ile  her 
e y e s  sp arld ed  and th e frow n  vanished.

‘ ‘ I  knoici a  sw eethoart g a v e  it ,”  insisted D i, sure 
n ow  sh e  h a d  fou n d a  c lew  to  th e secret.

“  H e d id ,”  a n d  S op h ie  h u n g  h e r  h e a d  in a 
sen tim en tal w a y  th at m ade th e  th ree  girls crow d 

n earer w ith  faces fu ll o f  interest.
“  D o  te ll US a ll abou t it, dear. I t  ’s so interest-

so d ram atica lly  th at th e  girls w ere a  little  startled , 
y e t  ch arm ed  a t  th is d isco veiy .

“  H a ve  yo u  h is p icture ? ”  a sk e d  D i, fe e lin g  th at 

she h a d  w on  h e r  w a g e r now.
“  Y e s ,”  and p u llin g  ou t tlie  lo ck e t a g a in , S op h ie  

sh ow ed in th e oth er side th e face o f  a  fine oíd 
gen tlem an  w h o lo o k e d  v e r y  lik e  herself.

“ I t ’s  y o u r f a t h e r ! ”  excla im ed  F a n n y , ro llin g 
h e r  b lu e  e y e s  excited ly . “ Y o u  a r e a h u m b u g ! ” 
cried  D ora. “ T h e n  y o u  fib b ed  about th e r in g ,”  

sa id  D i, crossly.
“  N e v e r  1 It is M am m a ’s b etro th a l r in g , b u t h e r

I
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finger grew  too p lu m p , a n d  w h en  1 le ft h om e she 
gave thc r in g  to m e a s  a  charm  to  k e ep  m e safe. 
A h, h a  ! I have m y little  jo k e  as w e ll as j  ou, and 
the lau gh  is for m e th is tim e .”  A n d  fa llin g  b a ck  
am ong the sofá cushions, S op h ie  en jo yed  it as on ly  
a  gay  could. D o  and F a n n y  jo in ed  her, but 
D i was m uch disgu sted , and vow ed sh e  w onld  dis­
cover the secret a n d  k eep  a ll th e bon b on s to  h e rse lf

“  Y o u  are m ost w elcom e, b u t I w ill n o t te ll until 
I like, and then  to  F a n n y  first. S h e w ill n o t have 
ridicule for w h at I do, b u t sa y  it  is  w ell, a n d  be 
glad  with m e. C o m e now  a n d  w ork. I w ill plait 
these ribbons, or p a in t a  w ild  rose  on this pretty 
fan. It is too p la in  now. W il l  you th at I do it, 

dcav D i ? ”
T h e  k in d  tone a n d  th e  p ro sp ect o í  such an 

ornam ent to h e r  g ift  a p p ea se d  D i som ew h at, b u t 
the in irthful m alice  in S o p h ie ’s eyes m ado the 
other m ore th an  ever determ in ed  to b e  even  with 

her b y  and by.
Christm as E v e  cam e and fou n d D i still in the 

d a ik , w hich fact n ettled  h e r  sa d ly , for S op h ie  tor- 
m entcd h e r  a n d  am used  tlie  oth er g ir ls  b y  p re­
tended confidences a n d  d a rk  h in ts at th c  m ystery 
which m ig h t never, n ever b e  disclosed.

F an  h a d  determ ined  to  h ave  a n  u nu su ally  jo liy  
party, so she in v ited  on ly  h e f  chosen  friends, and 
opened th c  festivities w ith  a  C hristm as-tree a s  the 
prettiest w a y  o f  e x c h a n g in g  g ifts  a n d  p ro vid in g  
jokes for th e e v e n in g  in th e sh ap e o f  delusive 
bottles, anim als fu ll o f  can d y, a n d  eve ry  sort o f  
m usical in stru m en t to b e  used in an im prom ptu 
concert afterw ard. T h e  p resen ts to one another 
were done up in  secure pareéis, so  th at th e y  m ig h t 
burst upon th e puhlic e y e  in a ll th c ir  freshness. 
D i was very  curious to k n ow  w h a t F a n  was go in g  
to give her, for F a n n y  w as a  gen erou s creature and 
loved to g ive . D i w as a  little  jca lo u s o f  h e r  love  
for Sophie, a n d  cou ld  n’ t rest till she discovered 
which was to g e t  th c  finer gift.

So she w en t e a r ly  a n d  slip p ed  into the room 
where th e tree stood, to p eep  a n d  p ick  a  b it  as 
well as to h a n g  up a  few  trifles o f  h e r  own. S h e 
guessed several th in gs b y  feelin g  th e p a re é is ; but 
one excitcd  h e r  curiosity  in ten sely , and sh e  could 
not resist tu rn in g  it abou t a n d  p u llin g  .up  onc 
córner o f  th e lid . I t  w as a  flat box, p rettily  orna- 
m ented w ith  sea-w eeds lik e  red  la ce , and ticd with 
scarlct ribbons. A  tan talizing glim p se o f  jcw e le r ’s 
cotton, go ld  clasps, a n d  so m eth in g  rose-colored 
conqucred D i’s  la st scru p les, a n d  she was ju st 
about to untie th c  ribbons w h en  sh e  heard  F a n n y ’s 
voice, and h a d  on ly  tim e to rep lace  the b o x , pick 
up a  paper th at h a d  fa lle n  ou t o f  it, a n d  fly  up the 
back-stairs to th e  dressin g-room , w here she found 
Sophie and D o ra  su rv e y in g  o n e  a n o th er as girls 
alw ays do before th ey  g o  down.

“ Y o u  lo ok  lik e  a  d a isy ,”  cried  D i, adm irin g  
D o ra  w ith  grea t interest becau se  she felt asham ed 
o f  h e r  p ry in g  a n d  th e stolen  note in her pocket.

“  A n d  yo u  lik e  a  dan d elion ,”  retu rn ed D o, fa ll­
in g  b a c k  a  step  to g e t  a  good view  o f  D i’s  gold- 
colored  dress a n d  b la ck  v e lv ct bows.

“  Sophie is a  lily  o f  th e va lley , a ll in  green  and 
w h ite ,”  added  F a n n y , co m in g  in with h e r  ow n b lu e  
sk irts w avin g  in th e breeze.

“  It does m e v e r y  w eil. L ittle  girls d o  n ot need 
gran d  toilets, a n d  I am  fine en ough for a  ‘  peas- 
a n t , ’ ”  la u g h e d  S ophie, as she settled  th c  fresh 
ribbons on h e r  sim ple w h ite  cash m ere  a n d  the 
h o lly  w reath  in her brow n  hair, b u t se cre tly  lo n g- 
in g  for th e fine dress sh e  m ig h t h ave  had.

“  W h y  did  n ’t  yo u  w ear y o u r silver n eck lace  ? It 
w ould b e  lo ve ly  on you r p retty  n e c k ,”  sa id  D i, 
lo n g in g  to k n ow  i f  she h a d  given  th e trinket aw ay.

B u t S op h ie  w as n o t to b e  cau g h t, a n d  sa id , w ith 
a c o n te n ta d  sm ile : “ 1 do n ot care for ornam ents, 
unless som e one I love  gives inc them . I h a d  red  
roses for m y  bonqnet de corsage; b u t th e poor 
M adam e P a g e  w as so  triste, 1 léft them  on  her 
tab le  to re in em b er h e r  o f  m e. I t  seem ed so  heart- 
less to  g o  a n d  dan ce w h ile  she h a d  on ly  pain, bu t 
sh e  w ished i t .”

“  D e a r little  S ophie, ho w  good  yo u  a r e ! ”  and 
w arm -hearted  F a n  kissed th c  b lo om in g face th at 
n eeded no roses to  m a k e  it ssveet and gay.

H a lf  a n  hour la ter, tw en ty  girls and boys w ere 
d a n cin g  roun d th e b rillian t tree. T h e n  ¡ts b o u gh s 
w ere stripped. E v e ry  one seem ed co n ten ted ; 
even  S o p h ie ’s little  g ifts  ga ve  p leasure, because 
w ith each  w en t a  m erry o r affectionate verse, which 
m ade grea t fun  on b e in g  read  aloud. S h e was 
q u ite  lo a d e d  w ith p retty  th in gs, and h a d  n o w ords 
to express h e r  gratitu d c  a n d  pleasure.

“ A h , y o u  are  a ll so  good  to m e ! a n d  I have 
n oth in g  b ea u tifu l fo r you. I receive m u ch and 
g ive  little , b u t I can  n ot h elp  i t ! W a it  a  little  and 
I w ill red eem  m yself,”  she said to F a n n y , with 
e yes fu ll o f  tears a n d  a  lap  h eap ed  with g a y  and 

useful things.
“ N e v e r  m in d th at now , but lo ok  at this, for 

here ’s  still an o th er offering o f  friendship, a n d  a 
v ery  ch a rm in g  one, to ju d g e  b y  th e ou tsid e ,” 
answ ered F a n , b r in g in g  th e w hite box w ith  the 
sea-w eed ornam ents.

S op h ie  open ed it, and cries o f  adm iration fol­
low ed , for ly in g  on th c  soft cotton  was a  lo v e ly  set 
o f  coral. R o sy  p in k bran ch es, h ig h ly  p o lish ed , and 
fastened w ith  go ld  clasps, form ed n eck lace , brace- 
le ts , a n d  a  sp ray  for th e  bosom . N o note o r card 
app eared , and llie  g irls crow ded roun d to adm ire 
and w onder w ho cou ld  h ave  sen t so  vah iab le  a  gift.

“ C a n ’t yo u  guess, S op h ie  ? ”  cried  D o ra , lo n g ­
in g  to mvn th e pretty things.
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“  I should  b e lie ve  I k n ew , b u t it  is  too costly. 
H ow  carne th e p arcel, F a n  ? 1 th in k  y o u  m ust 
k n ow  a ll ,”  a n d  S op h ie  turn ed th e b o x  about, 
sea rch in g  v a in ly  for a  nam c.

“ A n  exprcssm an le ft it, a n d  Jane to o k  o ff th e 
w et p a p er a n d  put it  on  m y  tab le  w ith th e  other 
th in gs. H c r c ’s  th e w r a p p e r— do y o u  k n ow  th at 
w r it in g ? ”  a n d  F a n  offered th e  brow n  p a p er w hich 

she h a d  kept.
“  N o  ; a n d  th e ia b c l is  a ll m u d , so  I can  n ot see 

the p lace. A h , w ell, I sh a ll d iscover som e d ay , 
b u t I should  lik e  to th a n k  th is gen erou s friend at 
once. S ee now , h o w  fine 1 am  ! I d o  m y se lf the 
honor to w ear th em  a t on ce.”

S m ilin g  w ith  g irlish  d e lig h t at her p retty  orna- 
m en ts, S o p h ie  c lasp ed  th e bracelets on  h e r  round 
arm s, th e n eck lace  abou t h e r  w h ite  th roat, a n d  set 
th e ro sy  sp ray in th e lace  on  h ei' bosom . T h e n  
sh e  to ok  a  little  dan ce dow n  th e  ro om  and found 
h e rse lf  b efore  D i, w ho w as lo o k in g  a t  h e r  w ith an 
expression o f  n a u g h ty  satisfaction  on h e r  face.

“  D o n ’ t you  w ish  you  k n ew  w h o se n t th e m ? ”
“  In d eed , y e s ;  ”  a n d  S op h ie  p au sed  abru p tly .
“  W e ll, / k n o w , a n d  / w o n t  te ll till I lik e . I t  ’s 

m y  tu rn  to h a v e  a  secret, a n d  I  m ean  to k e ep  i t .” 
“ B u t it  is n o t  r ig h t,”  b e g a n  S o p h ie ,in d ign a n tly . 
“ T e ll  m e yo u rs and 1 ’l l  te ll m in e ,”  said D i, 

teasLngly.
“ I w i l l  n o t! Y o u  h a v e  n o .r ig h t to touch m y 

gifts, and I a m  sure you h ave  done it, else how 
k n ow  you  w ho sends th is fine ca d ea u ? "  cried  
S ophie, w ith th e flash D i lik e d  to see.

H ere  F a n n y  in terp osed: “  I f  yo u  h ave  a n y  note 
o r card  b e lo n g in g  to S o p h ie , g ive  it  up a t  once. 
S h e  sh all n ot b e  torm en ted. O u t w ith it, D i. I 
see  y o u r han d  in  y o u r p o ck e t, and 1 ’m  sure you  
h ave  been  in  m isch ie f.”

“  T a k e  you r o íd  le tter, th en . I kn ow  w h at ’s  in 
it, a n d  i f  I can ’ t k eep  m y  secret for fun, Sophie 
sh a ll n ot h ave  hers. T h a t  T i l ly  sen t th e  coral, 
a n d  S op h ie  spent h e r  h u n d red  dollars in b o o k s and 
clothes fo r th at q u eer g ir l, w ho ’d  b e tter  stay  am on g 
h e r  Iobsters th an  try  to b e  a  la d y ,”  cried  D i, ben t 
on te llin g  a ll she k n ew , w h ile  S op h ie  w as read in g  
h e r  le tte r  eag erly .

“  Is it true ? ”  ask ed  D o ra , for th e fou r girls w ere 
in a  córn er to geth er, and th e rest o f  th e  com pan y 

bu sy  p u llin g  crackets.
“ J u s t l ik e  h e r !  1 th o u gh t it  w as th at, b u t she 

w ould n’ t te ll. T e ll  us now , S op h ie , fo r / th in k  itw a s  
tru ly  sw eet a n d  b ea u tifu l to h e lp  th at poor g ir l, and 
le t  U S  say h a rd  th in gs oí y o u ,”  cried  F a n n y , as 
h e r  friend lo ok ed  up w ith  a  face  a n d  a  h e a rt too 
fu ll o f  h ap p in ess to help  overflow in g  in to words.

“ Y e s ;  I w i l l  te ll yo u  now, I t  w as foolish , per- 
haps, b u t I did  n o t w ant to b e  praised, a n d  1 loved

to help  th a t good  T illy .  Y o u  k n ow  she w orked 
a ll su m m er a n d  m ade a  little  sum . So g la d , so 
proud sh e  was, a n d  p lan n ed  to stu d y  th at she 
m ig h t go to sch o o l th is w inter. W ell, in O ctober, 
th e ú n ele  fe ll very  ill, a n d  T il ly  g a v e  a ll h e r  m o n ey 
for th e doctors. T h e  ú n ele  had b e e n  k in d  to  her, 
she did  n o t fo r g e t ; she w as g la d  to  h elp , a n d  told 
no one bu t m e. T h e n  I said, ‘  W h a t  b e tter  can  
I w ith m y  fath er's g ift th a ii g ive  it to  th e d ear 
creature, a n d  le t  h e r  lo se  n o tim e ?  I d o  i t ;  she 
w ill n ot at first, b u t I  w rite  a n d  sa y , ‘ I t  m u st b e ,’ 
an d  sh e  subm its. S h e  is m a d e  n ea t w ith  som e little  
dresses, a n d  she go es, a t  Iast, to  b e  so  h a p p y  and 
do so w c ll th at I a m  proud o f  her. Is n ot th at 
b e tter  than fine to ilets a n d  rich  g ifts  to th ose w ho 
n eed  n o th in g ?  T r u ly , y e s  ! ye t I confcss it  cost 
rae p a in  to g iv e  u p  m y  p lans for C h ristm as, a n d  to 
seem  selfish o r im gratefu l. F o rg iv e  m e  th a t .”

“  Y e s , in deed , y o u  d e a r gen erou s th in g  1 ”  cried 
F a n  a n d  D o ra , touched  b y  th e  truth.

“  B u t ho w  carne T  i lly  to sen d  you  su ch  a  splen­
d id  p resen t?  ”  a sk e d  D i- “  S h o u ld  n ’t  th in k  y o u  ’d  
lik e  h e r  to sp en d y o u r m o n ey  in su ch  th in g s.”

“  S h e  did  n o t : a  sea-cap tain , a  friend o f  the 
ú nele, ga ve  h e r  th ese lo ve ly  ornainents, a n d  she 
sends th em  to m e w ith  a  le tte r th at is m ore precious 
th an  a ll th e coral in th e  sea. 1 can  n ot read  it, but 
o f  a ll m y  g ifts  this is th e dcarest a n d  th e b e s t ! "  

Sophie h a d  sp oken  eag erly , a n d  h e r  face , h e r  
voice, h e r  gestures m a d e  th e little  story e loq u en t; 
b u t w ith  th e last w ords she clasp ed  th e le tte r  to 
her bosom  as i f  it  w ell rcp aid  h e r  for a ll th e sacri- 
fices sh e  h a d  m ade. T h e y  m ig h t seem  sm all to 
others, b u t she w as scn sitive  a n d  p ro u d , anxious 
to  b e  lo ved  in th e stran ge cou n try , a n d  fond o f  
g iv in g ; so  i t  co st h e r  m a n y  tears to  seem  m ean  and 
th ou gh tless, to g o  p o o rly  dressed, a n d  b e  th o u gh t 
h a rd ly  o f  b y  those she w ished to  p lease. S h e 
did  n ot lik e  to  te ll o f  h e r  ow n  ge n erosily , becau se  
it seem ed  lik e  b o a stin g , a n d  sh e  w as n o t su rc 
th at it  h a d  been wise to  g iv e  so m u ch . T h erefo re , 
sh e  w aited  to see  i f  T i l ly  w as w orth y o f  th e  trust 
lep o sed  in h er, a n d  she n ow  fou n d a  b a lm  for 
m a n y  w ounds in the ¡o v in g  le tte r th at carne w ith 
the b ea u tifu l a n d  u n ex p ected  gift.

D i lis ten ed  w ith  h o t ch eek s, a n d  w h en  Sophie 
paused sh e  w hispered rcgretfu lly  :

“ F o rg iv e  m e, I w as w ro n g ! l ’ll k e ep  you r 
g ift  a ll m y  life to rem em b er yo u  b y , fo r yo u  are 
th e b e st a n d  dearest g ir l I  k n o w .”

T h e n , w ith a  h a s ty  k iss, she ran  aw ay, carryin g  
w ith  grea t care  th e w h ite  sh cll on  w hich Sophie 
h a d  p ain ted  a  d a in ty  litt le  p icture o f  th e m erm aids 
w a itin g  fo r th e  p re tty  b o at tb a t b ro u g h t good  fort­
une to p oo r T il ly ,  a n d  th is  lesson to  those w ho 
w ere h e rea fter h e r  fa ith fu l friends.
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H O W  S I R  A T H O L  C A M E  T O  H I S  K I N G D O M .

By  E . V i n t o n  B l a k e .

Í|i jj

! í !

’T WAS brave Sir Athol of Balderstone 
Who rodé by tho woodside all alone; 
All alone, in his armor dight,
And he was a passing goodly knight.

“ Right heavy the grudge they bear to me, 
Though ever I grect them courteously;
But it shall not be said Sir Athol shrank 
From seven oíd men on a river bank.”

So then he bended his pluméd head,
And “ Give ye good-morrow, sirs,” he said. 
They looked and they smiled in ovil wise. 
And scaim’d Sir Athol with cunning eyes.

It chanccd as be rodé, a harness clank 
Of riders carne from the river bank;
He said to himself as he saw the first,

“ Now here be the Seven Wise Men of Hirst.’

The first was palsied, the second lame. 
And blind, deaf, halting, the others carne; 
On seven black mulos in single rank 
They rodé along on the river bank.
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In shrewish voices thc knight they cursed — 
The wickcd Seven Wise Men of Hirst;
With wag of head and with wave of arm, 
They prophesiecl he would come to harm.

‘ Now fare ye well with your sorry cheer;
For what has a knight to do with fear?”
And brave Sir Athol, no whit dismayed,
Rodé blithelydown through the thicket’s shadc.

And in at thc river’s brink he rides,
To find him a way through its foaming tides. 
But the furious stream’s rcsistless forcé 
Bears down with the current man and horse.

A drooping bough by an islet shore 
The brave Sir Athol at last upbore;

But, weighted down with his armor, sank 
The good roan steed by the island bank.

And safely landed, the knight made moan: 
‘ 1 sore regret thee, my noble roan;
And how shall I from this islet’s strand — 
All hcavy-armor’d — achieve thc land?"

He scann’d thc liver both far and wide, 
But nothing of hope or help espied;
Then down on the sand his armor laid, 
And girt himself with his trusty bladc.

Then plnnging into the sweeping tide 
He gained, exhausted, the other side;
And all that night with a hermit 'bode 
In an ivied cell by the river road.
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“ Good son,” at dawn said the herfnit oid,
“  I have no armor, no horse, ñor gold; 

Only this shield that I found one-day; 
Take it, fair son, and go thy way.”

Fuü many a mile Sir Athol strode,
And left behind him the river road;
And under an oak at night he slept,
Tiü daylight over the mountains crept.

But when he wakened, his pursc was gone, 
His raiment tattered and all forlorn;
For mountain robbers had chanced, who 

crept
And drugg’d and robbed him the whiie he 

slept!

Long on his borrowcd garb gazed he,
And thought of the Wise Mcn’s prophecy; 

“  But from causeless curses I Ve nought to 
fear.

And a better shield is a conscíence clear.”

So brave Sir Athol of Balderstone 
Strode over the uplands all alone;
And as he strode, in his lags bedight,
You scarce had thought him a goodly knight.

And thirst and hungei enduréd he.
And many a flout and contumely;

For many a day believed him none 
That he was Athol of Balderstone.

[ I
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It chanced one day by a raeadow side 
A field of tourney his eyes espied,
And many a goodly dame, and knight 
Was gather’d round it to see the fight.

And crowds by crowds of the people pi'ess’d 
The banner’d lists for to greet the best; 
Since he who bravest of all might stand 
Should rule, the king of that fertilc land.

The noble tidings, when Athol heard, 
The soul of knighthood within him stirrcd; 

“ For love of all noble decds,” cried he,
“ Is none who will horse and armor me?”

Then rodé Sir Athol of Balderstone,
A happiev man than he was none;
He into the heat of battle flew,
And seventeen knights that day o’erthrew ;
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T h a t  n igh t, in  h is p a lace  ch a m b er dim , 
T h e  W ise  M en ’s  p ro p h ecy  cam e to h im  :

’ ’T  was o n ly  a  ro a d ,— th is toil and 
sh am e,—

B y  w h ich  1 in to m y  k in gd o m  c a m e .”

A n d  1 ,—  as I read  m y  sto ry  b a c k ,—
I w on d er i f  o’er the self-sam e track ,
L ik e  to  K in g  A th o l, you  and I
W ill  com o to OUR k in gd o in s b y  and by.
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É D O U A R D  F R É R E  A N D  HI S  C H I L D  P I C T  U R E S .N ^ g ,

B y  M r s . L i z z i e  W . C h a m p n e y .

A TINY gem on the beautiful belt of clustered 
country-seats, abbeys, chateaux, parks, villas, and 
charming suburban resorts that girdle Paris, there 
nestles a queer little village overflowing witlr chil­
dren. They swarm in the court-yards, floating 
wooden shoes for boats iii the water-tank. They 
sit contentedly on door-steps, plastering their faces 
with bread and jam. Their white caps make a 
dash of light above the scarlet geianiums which 
llame at the windows. They troop over the cobblc- 
stone pavements, with a clatter like that of a pass- 
ing regiment. They buzz and hum in the school, 
defying the efforts of even the good cúrate to 
keep them in order. They skirmish over the fields 
and ineadows, gathering bouquets of poppies, or 
raiding after fruit and birds’ nests; and they are to 
be seen in every glimpse which we catch of home 
interiors- Sometimes a sweet face is outlined 
against a great brass plattev, like an ángel head 
with its golden aureole, and again the sooty cavein 
of the chimney furnishes to another a Rembrandt- 
esque background.

Everywhere children; with their dolls and caris, 
their little pet animals, their treasures of flowers 
and daintics, their pieasures of play, their little 
griefs and troubles. And such picturesque chil­
dren, in pcasant suits of blue petticoats with white 
sleeves and odd little caps and kerchiefs, and 
clumsy wooden shoes. “  Pretty enough for a pict­
ure!” wPiild be your exclamalion, and the wiscst 
art-lover would agree with you ; for since the time 
of Raphael, the greatest child-painter, artists have 
agreed that thcrc is nothing more lovely on this 
beautiful earth than a sweet-faced boy or girl.

And so you will not be surprised to learn that this 
village of Ecouen has become the haunt of artists, 
who go there not because of its fine sccnery or- 
architecture, but because a great painter was first 
attracted to the spot by these peasant bables, and 
made such charming pictures of them that the 
world cried out for more.

When Édouard Fr¿re first carne to Ecouen the 
world did not cali him a great painter. He was 
only a young art-studcnt «vho had' graduated at 
the Academy of Fine Arts in Paris, had been four 
years the pupil of the celebrated artist, Paul' Dela- 
roche, and «vas gaining a siender Ih-elihood as an 
illustrator. If he had had the mcans he might 
have gone to Rome to study, and have lost all 
originality in the mannerisms of the Italian school; 
but he «vas poor and in love, and looking about.

among the many charming villages «vhich cluster 
around Paris, for some cozy spot in which to build 
his home-nest where living would not be so dear 
as in the great city, he chanccjl upon this queer 
little nook.

I have no doubt that his bridc’s relations pitied 
poor Gabrielle, and thought of her as buried alive 
in this obscure country place. But Gabrielle had 
the keen insight and foresight of a loving ««'oman. 
She could see genius, in this gcntlc-mannered 
youth, «vhich as yet no one else could see, .and to 
her all the long years which lay bet«veen them and 
recognition were as nothing for the love which she 
bote him.

For a time after their coming to Ecouen, Édou­
ard Frére continued his work as an illustrator. But 
this did not satisfy him. He had a true artist’s 
love for color, and «vhen not busied «vith his black- 
and-white drawings he made little paintings of the 
Ecouen babies and pinned them to Üie walls of his 
studio. The children learned to love him and 
kept on with their little games when he «vas near, 
for they knew that Monsieur Frére «vas interested 
in their play, and liked to snare birds and play at 
soldier, and watch the little girls nurse thcir hide- 
ous dolls, as much as if he ««'ere himself a child. 
He had such a sympathetic, kindly manncr, that 
they were never afraid to trust their secrets «vith 
him, to show him the «vhite rabbit’s little bunnies, 
or to ask him to set the leg of their tamc crow. 
He knew each child by ñame, and sometimes on 
his sketches ñames are to be found noted under 
the figures. As the villagers gathered around his 
easel «vhen he painted in the open air, or now and 
then paid a reverent visit to his studio and scanned 
the sketches on the wall, they would pick out their 
friends and acquaintances from the pictured groups 
«vith many an exclamation of delight.

“  See! ” they would exclaim, before a painting 
reprcsenting boys coasting, “ there is Toupet 
scratching up snow with- his hands. Ernest Joly 
has fallen, the awk«vard one! ”

“ And here are the three Arnoux, hugging 
each other tight, and sliding down hill upon one 
small sled. A h ! it is so in life; if brothers are 
rich and live in a «vide house, then they can 
quarrcl politely, and stand alqof from one an­
other like gentlemen; but «vhen quarters are nar- 
row, then there is the more need for affcctionate 
embracing.”

“ Hold —  Sainte Bcuve and Yvon have tumbled
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to g e th e r ! T h a t  is good. I f  on c m u st b e  down 
in th e w o rld , it is m ore cn d u rab le  i f  y o u  h a v e  good 

co m p a n y .”
“ L o o k , th ere  is D o n a t, th e d a n d y ; how  proud 

h e  ¡s o f  h is n ew  h a t ! H e m u st n ecd s b e  painted  
in  it before th e b o y s h a d  sp oiled  th e sh ap e for 
h im , a n d  n ow  a ll th e w orld  w ill im a gin e  th at he 
w ears a  h a t lik e  th at e v e ry  d a y  o f  h is l i f e — the 

p re te n d e r! ”
A n d  so th e v illa g ers  w ould rattle  on, alm ost 

w ith o u t cessation.
É d ü u ard  F rére  did  n ot try  to in ven t pictures, but 

to o k  ju s t  such as h e  found, n ot fa n cy in g  th at any 
one else w ould  c a rc  g rea tly  fo r th em , b u t p a in tin g  
th em  b e ca u se  th e y  a p p ea led  to  h im . H e  soon 
found th at th ese y o u n g  faces w ere n ot a ll jo y o u s ; 
so m e w ere p in ch cd  and p a lé  w ith  h u n ger, or 
d raw n  w ith  p a in , a n d  often  th e  eyes h a d  th e  wist- 
fu l, p atien t lo o k  th at be lo n g s to th e poor. T h e  
parents w ere h ard -w orked, p o o rly  p aid  m en and 
w om en, w ho to iled  a ll d a y  in  th e fields, a n d  e ith er 
b ecam e brutalized  a n d  h a rd  o f  h e a rt a n d  life, or 
faded aw ay  a n d  d ied  u n d er th eir cruel lot. M illet, 
th e  g re a t F re n ch  p a in tcr , h im se lf  a  p easan t, saw  
a ll th e p ath o s in th ese liv es  o f  lab or a n d  en d u r­
a n ce , a n d  a  little  la te r  to u c h in g ly  in terp retad  it 
fo r th e w orld. B u t no one at th is tim e painted 
p easan ts, a n d  even  M ille t did  n o t care  g rea tly  for 
th e  ch ild ren . É d o u ard  F rére  a lon e seem ed to  rec- 
ognize a n d  a p p rccia te  th e b e a u ty  o f  th eir sim ple 
p leasures, th cir  little  deeds o f  self-den ial and 

k in dn ess, a n d  th e  b rave
h elp fu ln ess, th e gr 
fu l con ten t and 
lo ve, w ith 
w h ich  a litt le  
c h ild  graces 
poverty.

H e was 
tw e n ty -n in e  
y e a r s  o í d  
w h en  h is  wife 
p e r s u a d e d  ' 
h im  th at the 
g rea t w orld  mi, 
ca re  fo r th ese li 
p ictures o f  child- 
in d u ced  h im  to exh ib it 
seven  tin y  can vases at 
th e Salón. T lte  Salón 
is th e yearly  exhibition  
o f  p ictures at P aris , m a n y  tim es la rg e r  than the 
exh ib ition  o f  our N a tio n a l A c a d c m y  in N ew  Y o rk , 
a n d  th o u g h  Ihirty-four ap artm en ts op en  in to each  
o th er, and th e  p ictures are h u n g  so c lo sc ly  th at 
th e fram es touch  from  w ain scot to  ceilin g , g iv in g  
space for from  tw o to  three th ou san d canvases, there

M O T H B R  C O C O T T E .
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are y e t  so  m a n y  paintevs in F ra n c e  a n d  in other 
countries w ho sen d  to th e  Salón  th a t thousan ds 
o f  p ictures are a lw ays re jected . A  com m ittee  o f  
ar-tists view  th e p a in tin g s scn t, a n d  o n ly  th e best 
are  accep ted . I t  is a lw ays a  grea t even t in a  
y o u n g  artist’s  life  w h en  h is first p ictu re  is  h u n g  at 
Úie Salón. W e  can  im a gin e  th at É d o u ard  F rére  
a n d  h is y o u n g  w ife  w ere very  an xiou s to h e a r the 
decisión  o f  th e com m ittee in  re g a rd  to th e  seven 
little  p ictures. M an y tim es th e artist m u st have 
re grettcd  se n d in g  th em  —  it  w ould  b e  su ch  a  disap- 
p ointm ent a n d  d isgrace  to  b e  refused. M adam e 
G a b ric lle  m u st h a v e  been  in a  fever o f  iinpa- 
tien ce, for she, a t  least, h a d  n o d oub t o f  their 

accep tan ce.
A n d  th e y  w ere a ccep ted , w e ll h u n g , and com ­

m an ded attention. E m in en t critics paused , pencil 
in han d , before thcm . Y o u n g  m o th crs grasp ed  
th eir hu sban d s’ a n n s  to h ave  th em  n otice  h o w  like 
little  A n n c tte , o r Jcan, o r Frangois, th is ch ild  was. 
A n d  th e com m ittee o f  aw ards m a d c  a  note o f  the 
ñ am e o f  É d o u ard  F ré re  as th a t o f  a  n ew  m an  o f 
su rp risin g orig in ality , w hose carcer m u st b e  fol­
low ed. F re n ch  artists h ith erto  h a d  n o t d a red  to 
p a in t re a l cou n try  f o l k ; th eir peasan ts w ere m as- 
qu erad é sh epherd s a n d  sh ep herd esscs o f  th e th ea­
ter, d ressed  in  p in k-and -blue satín , w ith  pow dered  
h a ir and rib bo n cd  crooks. B u t h ere  w as a  y o u n g  
m an  w ho h a d  a ctu a lly  found sen tim en t a n d  b e a u ty  
in th e  every -d ay  life  o f  th e poor, in  their w o ra  
a n d  ta ttered  clo th in g , w ith  a ll its p itifu l story o f  
p rivation  a n d  su fferin g, in  th e b rave  chcerfu lness 
w ith  w h ich  th e y o u n g  faces u n com p lain in g ly  m et 
their task s, and fou nd p leasure in toil. H e  h a d  
touched  th e com raonp lace w ith  so m eth in g  o f  the 
radian ce w h ich  a  carp en ter’s  son sh cd  u pon  it 
w h en  h e  dw elt, lo n g  a go , a m o n g  tlic  p easan ts o f  

G alilee .
F o u r ye ars  la te r th e  Salón  aw arded  h im  a  m edal,

 a  w ond erfu l success 'for a  m an  h ith e rto  entire ly
u nknow n to th e art w o rld ,— a n d  at th e E xp osition  
o f  1855 h e  w as m a d e  C h e v a lie r  o f  th e L e g ió n  o f 
H on or. T h e n  M on sieu r G a m b a r í, o f  B russeis, one 
o f  th e g re a t p ictu re  d ealers w ho te ll th e  r ic h  people 
a ll o v e r th e w orld whose p a in tin gs are th e on ly  
p ro p er ones to b e  b o u g h t, p a ck e d  h is p ortm an teau  
a n d  h u rried  to E co u cn  to  in quire w h ere  É d o u a rd  
F ré re  lived . E v e ry  c h ild  in tho v illa g e  Street lifted  
u p his h a n d  to p oin t a n d  h is voice to sh ou t; “ T h e re  
— th ere, o v e r y o n d er, is ou r good  little  P a p a  F r é r e ;  ” 
a n d  p re ced ed  b y  an ad va n ce  g u a rd  a n d  follow ed 
b y  a  retin u e o f  y o u n g  m odels, th e cap ita lis t en tered  
M onsieur F rére ’s  stiid io , b r in g in g  th e la d y  F o rt­

une w ith  him .
S uccess had com e to  h im  in e a r ly  m id d le  life, 

w h ile  th ere  w ere still lo n g  ye ars  before h im  in 
w h ich  to en jo y  a ll th e good  th in g s  o f  th e  world.
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H e cou ld  m a k e  h is residcnce w here h e  c h o s c ; 
could stu d y  th c  m asterp ieces o f  I ta ly  as h e  had 

lo n g ed  to do as a  y o u n g  m a n ; cou ld  
\ jo in  h is  broth er, w ho w as p a in tin g  the 
'■ g lo w in g  sk ies a n d  w arm  colors o f  the 

O rien t, then so m u ch  in vo gu e  ; could 
b e  one o f  th e cen ters o f  so cia l life in 

g a y  Paris. B u t h e  h a d  grow n  attach cd

can te ll M onsieur 
w h at c h ild  he 
action. “ L e t us 
th e artist, a t the 
m orrow  I b e g in  a 
lo n g  a g o  seein g

É D O U .A ItU  r i í É R U  A T  U 'O R K . (F R O M  A  P E F C I L - S K E T C t I  B V  J .  'Y .  C H A M P N E V .)

to Ecouen - 
and to the 
children, and he 
kept on  p a iiitin g  
them un til th e y  grew  to m en and w om en, a n d  in 
tlieir turn led  th e ir  ch ild ren  b y  th e han d  to pose 
for “ P a p a  F r c r c .”

A im ée, w ho was o n c  o f  h is e a r ly  m odels, has 
been bonnc, o r  m aid , in th e fam ily  for o v e r tw enty- 
tive years. S h e is drill-m astcr a n d  nürsery-m aid  
for th e ch ild ren  w h o p ose, a n d  is a  grea t institu-

tion. S h e go es for th e ch ild ren  and returns th em ; 
k eep s a  m en ta l in ven tory  o f  a g e s, sizes, typ es, and 

F rére  on  the instant ju s t  
o u gh t to h ave  for a  requ ired  
see, m y  go o d  A im c e ,”  says 
end o f  one d a y 's  w o rk , “  to- 
new  picture. I rem em b er 
R osalie  S e ig n a c  ge ttin g d in - 

n er for her sick  
m oth er, w ith the 
aid  o f  h e r  little  
brother. It w as a  

.p re tty  p icture. I 
sa id  w h en  I  saw 

I  it, I m ust paint 
j th at. B u t R osalie  

r_ h as grow n  into a 
r ta ll y o u n g  w om ­

an now , a n d  her 
• broth er is with 
: th e angels. S e e k  

a  little , whom , 
sh all w e g e t  to  pose for 
th e fig u re s?  W illF if in e  
do for o n e ? ”
A im ée  pu rses h e r  lips 

and rolls th e córn er o f  her 
apron. “ M on sieu r for- 
g e ts — th at g ir l grow s like 
a  sq u a sh -v in e; sh e  is fifty  
centim ctors too ta ll.” 

“ E lisc , th e n ? ”  
“ E liso  is  e n g a g ed  to 

■■■' s itfo rM o n s ie u rC h i-  
. a liva ’s tu rk e y  p ict­

u re .”
“  H ow  w ould A u - 
nette do ? "

“  A n n e ttc  is 
 ̂ '  too f a t ; C larice 

is n ever 
. -  ■■ — still, she is 

as restless 
as the van e 

- ' on the chim -
n e y ;  M arie 
is  s u lk y ; Ba- 

bette  h as th e c h ick e n -p o x ; 
Jeann e h as go n e  to Ezan- 
v ille . T h e re  is  n o  one b u t 

A n g e liq u e , and she is frcck le d  a n d  re d -h cad ed .”  
“ S h e w ill d o  n icely. I can  leave  th e freck les 

out, a n d  h e r  h a ir is  ju s t  th e  th in g . F o r  th e b o y ,
I suppose w e m ust ta k e  A in c d é c .”

“  A m e d é e  is too m isch ie vo u s; 1 h a d  thc trouble 
o f  a  lo st soul to k e ep  him  aw ay  from  th e  straw b erry  
beds. B ap tiste, now, w ouid  b e  b e tter  b c h a v e d .”
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“  H e  is a  lio m e ly  little  fe llo w ; I d o  n ot th in k  I 
cou ld  use h im . W h a t  h a s  becom e o f  that little 
H e n ri L a  F o n ta in e , w ith th e b lo n d c curls ? ”

“ H is  m o th er h as h a d .th e m  cu t sin ce  th e  hot 
w c a th e r; b esid es, h e  h as th e m u m p s in  both 
ch eek s. H ow ever, I w ill g e t  him  if  M onsieur 

d esires.”
“  C e rta in ly  n o t ; b u t te ll m e w h om  I o u gh t to 

h a v e  ? ”
“  N arcisse  m ig h t do, i f  I co u ld  k e ep  h im  aw ake. 

(T h a t c h ild  w ould  sleep  i f  th e P russiansbom bai-ded 
th e c h á te a u ! )  Q u en tin  is  a  little  ru n a w a y ; w hen 
h e  sees m e co m in g  h e  m a k es stra igh t fo r th e forest, 
w h ere  n o one can  la y  a  han d  on  him . E m ile  is in 
sch o o l; h e  is a ,g o o d  stud en t, a n d  h is  m o th er w ill 
n o t le t  h im  pose' excep t on S atu rd ays. M au rice  is 
b eau tifu l as a n  á n g el, b u t sh y  as a  ra b b it, an'd h e  
w eeps i f  one b u t lo o k s at h im . I f  M on sieu r should  
te ll h im  to h o ld  th e soup-lad le h e  w ould  fa in t with 
frigh t. A n e th o l is  a  gourm and ; i f  h e  is desired,
I m u st .fry a  w hole k e ttle  o í  m erveilles,* a n d  h e  w ill 
e at th em  every  o n e .”

“ C a n  y o u  n o t overeóm e M au rice ’s tim id ity?  
S u re ly  1 h a v e  n o t th e  rep u tation  o f  a n  o g re .”

“ N o , M onsieur, i t  is  becau se  yo u  are  so good 
and grea t in  h is  e y e s ; it is  th e revercn ce  fo r a  
S aint. T o  sp e a k  w ith yo u  is  a lm ost to h im  as i f  
th e p ictu re  o f  th e C ard in al O d et d e  C o lig n y  on the 
ch u rch  w indow  sh ou ld  step  sm ilin g ly  dow n  tow ard 
US! S u re ly  th en  w e should  a ll fa in t w ith  terror.”

“  P erh ap s i f  I  sh o u ld  p la y  a  ga m e o f  raarblcs 
w ith  h im , h e  w ould  feel less o f  a w e .”

“ M on sieu r m ust n ot so trouble h im self. T h e  
rKild is fon d  o f  fa iry  s to r ie s; I w ill te ll th em  w hile 
h e  is  p osin g, a n d  distraer h is r jin d .”

N o  m atter hbw  m a n y  child ren  figure in h is p ict­
u re , M on sieu r F ré re  req u ires to see th em  a ll in 
th e ir  p ró p er positions, in ord er to re la te  th em  one 
to  th e  other. A im é e  k eep s th e  b atta lio n  in o r d e r ; 
n ow  a n d  th én  th e y  are a llow ed to  ru n  ou t to p lay, 
a n d  sh e  w atch es th at th e y  do n o m isch ief. S h e  
w aslies th eir faces, a rra n ges th eir hair, costum es 
them ,- com forts th e  hom esick , en cou rages with 
can d y, o r punishes th e  rcfracto ry, deais ou t the 
cop p er sous w ith  w h ich  th e y  are  p a id  at th e end 
o f  th e  sittin g, a n d  carries a  rep ort to th e  parcn ts 
o f  their beh avior. T h e  lazy  stra igh ten  u p  and 
take b etter positions w h en  th e y  h e a r th e  crackle  
o f  h e r  stiffly  sta rch ed  p etticoats, a n d  th e woc-be- 
go n e , h a lf-starved  child ren  b f  th e d fu n k a rd  k n ow  
th a t b etw een  th eir' tasks A ira é e .w ill ta k e  th em  tó 
th e k itch e n  and feed  th em ' ü ntil tÜey can  eat no 

m ore.
W h a t  w o n d er th at A im ée  fan cics th at m u ch  o f  

th e cred it fo r the success o f  th ese p ictures belongs 
r ig h tly  to  h e r — since a ll th at M on seiu r does is to 

sp read  th e p a in t on th e can vas ?

■ A  kind of pasry.

É d ou ard  F rére  now  liv es  in  a  handsom e little  
cháteau  in th e cen ter o f  an exten sivo p ark , which 
contains m an y in teresting room s, a  g ran d  studio, 
a  library, a  p arlor th at is a  p icture g a lle ry  o f  the 
Works o f  oth er F re n ch  artists,- w h ich  h ave  been 
presen ted  to h im .or to M ad am c F r é r e ; oth er apart- 
m ents rich  in bvonzcs, in .w ater-co lo rs, a n d  hand-_ 
som e furniture. B u t, se'cluded from  th e rest is 
M adam e F ré re ’s bo u d oir, w h ich  is  p erh ap s the 
h ea rt o f  th e house. T h e  furniture h ere  is  uphol- 
s lered  w ith em broid ery-by th e  han d  o f  th e  m istress 
o f  th e house, rich  in color, b u t o f  bew ilclerin g dc- 
s ig n — lab yrin th in c  tracery  w h ich  y o u  fan cy m ust 
m ean  so m eth in g  i f  y o u  cou ld  on ly  find th e k e y  to 
th e com bination. M ad am c F ré re  calis it viiraux  
d 'ég lisep  from  its resem blance to sh attercd  stained 
g lass. S h e  h as w orked  th e m a n y  strips th at com ­
pose th e furn ishin g o f  th is ro om  th ro u gh  th e long 
years th at stretch  betw een  h e r  p resen t a n d  those 
e a r ly  days in E couen. H o w  m a n y  lo v in g  th ou gh ts 
h ave  slip p ed  in w ith  th e th read s o f  rose, ho w  m an y 
ainb itious hop es h a v e  follow ed those cip hers in ro yal 
purple. H e re  is  a  crim son c a rto u ch e ; perhaps it 
is  th e record  o f  th e co m in g  o f  th e re d  ribbon 
w h ich  m arks h e r  h u sban d  a  C h e v a lie r  á ’H o n n cu r; 
a n d  th ere  is a  tin y  w h ite  cross th a t m a y  te ll the 
g iv in g  to G o d  o f  th eir b a b y . O n  th e w a ll h a n g  
th irty  or forty  en g ra vin gs from  M . F ré re ’s pictures. 
H e re  w e h a v e  a  h isto ry  o f  h is w o rk  d u rin g  a ll 
th ese  b u sy , p atien t years. H e re  is “  T h e  L ittle  
F lu te -p la y e r,”  w ith  its  com pan ion  p iece  o f  a  ta ll 
b o y , a lm ost e m b rac in g  a  stu rd y  little  follow  in 
h is efforts to  teach  h im  to drum . H e re  are  three 
p ictures o f  b o y s sn a rín g  snow -birds : th e first rep- 
resen ts the repressed excitem en t w ith  w h ich  the 
child ren  w atch  th e b ird s ’ su rvey  o f  th e trap , anx­
iously ask in g, “ W ill  h e  b e  cau g h t ? ”  In  the second 
“  H e  is c a u g h t 1 ”  a n d  th e children  are e n jo y in g  a 
b r ic f  m o m en t o f  tr iu m p h ; b u t th ere  is m a n y  a 
s lip  ’tw ixt th e  trap  and th e c a g c , a n d  in th e third 
sc c n c  “  H e h a s  escap cd  ! ”  and th e child ren  stretch 
th cir  h an d s in va in  after th e  fu gitive . A n o th e r 
w cll-kn ow n  a n d  ch a rm in g  su bject w h ich  w e  find 
h ere  is  a  w ee to t g ra v e ly  e tch in g  a  p ictu re  w ith  a 
forefinger th ro u gh  th e  m olasses w h ich  covers her 
bread  a n d  b u tter. H ere, too, are  th e  litt le  b o y  and 
g ir l w ho are  carefu lly  d o sin g  a  sick  dolí. T h e  lad  
p lays th e d o ctor very  gra v e ly , w h ile  th e  d eep  solici- 
tu de o f  th e c h ild ’s m am m a is n ot a ll m akc-believe. 
T h is  is th e p icture w hich g a in cd  É d o u ard  F rére 
h is'first-m ed al. 'H e r e  a  y o u n g  g ir l stands u pon  a 
ch air in  fro n t o f  a  fire-place to tw ine a  ro sary  about 
a  crucifix. T h e re  is  a  th o u gh tfu l sadness in  h e r  
face . Is  she th in k in g  o f  M on sieu r le  C u ré ’s  words, 
“  W o m a n ’s lot-is to lo ve, to  siíffer, to  p r a y ” ?

S ch oo l p ictures are evid en t favorites. In  one, 
tw o fa ith fu l sch olars p lo d  th ro u gh  th e w et, their

■ Church-glass— mcítiilng, Biained*glass window.
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H E  B E  C A U G H T f '

torn  u m b ie lla  resolutely  set a g a in st the d riv in g  narrow  staircase, com e Ijoundm g ou t o f  scliool, 
storm , w h ile  in th e “ *Sortie d ’É cole  ”  (“  T h e  Sor- f u l l  o f  f r o l i c  and th e h a p p y  sp in t o fp la y -u m e ,a n d  a s  

tie  from  S ch o o l ” ) th e ch ild ren , troo p in g  down th c  i f  g lad , one and a ll, to g e t  m to th e sunshm e again.

.hi-S

ilB  I S  C A l 'C H T .
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The weary seamstresses toiling in the next pict­
ure in their dormered attic remind one of Millet’s 
hopelesS peasants; and so the subjects run, alter- 
nating pathos with glee, and each treated with 
such tcnderness that the simple stories never fail 
to touch the fancy and the heart.

Quite a colony of artists have gathered in Ecouen 
about this great painter, and so fatherly and kindly 
is he to all that he is usually spoken of by them by 
the ñame which the peasant children first gave him 

Papa Frére.” He is a small man, of delicate 
frame and fine proportions, but big and buriy men 
have learned to look down with a rcspect which is

oíd bodies to be useless and depondent. It was a 
great consülation to them when the artists, follow­
ing Monsieur Frcre’s example, and realizing the 
tüuching stories which are written in every wrinide 
of their kindly faces, began to paint these aged 
women as well as the children. And so the oid 
ladies still sit quietly, their frosty locks drawn smooth 
under queer lace caps, or bound by gay kerchiefs, 
their tear-dimmcd eyes closing drowsily and the 
toil-cramped fingers resting idly in their laps; but 
even while they rest they are earning money, for 
some artist of the sympathetic school is busy trtins- 
fcrring the pitiful figure to his canvas.

H JÍ H A S  e s c a p e d ! "

almost rcverence upon him. His own son ovcr- 
tops him, and addresses his father playfully as 
“ Mygood little author” ; but thcrc is a dignity 
iningled with his gentle courtesy which reraovcs 
any impression of insignifictmcc.

The men and women who were in middle life 
when he carne to Ecouen have either died or are 
aged now. There are grandmothers who tire past 
working in the fields, who sit contentedly on the 
sunny side of the court, or cower by the chiraiicy- 
corner, waiting, quietly waiting. Some of these 
have not savcd a pittance for their support in oíd 
age, thcir children have all that they can do to 
care for their little ones, and it-grieves the dear

One such oíd lady I distinctly remember, the 
Mere Cocotte (“ Mother Cocotte ”), a universal 
fnvorite. Some might have considered her poor, 
but she felt wcll-to-do and pleasantly independ- 
ent; for did she not live in a picturesque oíd house, 
so crazy and dilapidated, so darkened with smoke 
and cobwebs, and so filled witli oíd rubbish of 
fadcd pink bed-hañgings, Mother Hubbard cup- 
boards, with bits of coavse pottery and shining cop- 
por and brass, that the artists loved to paint within 
it? And did they not pay her well for the privilegc? 
It was truc that she did not own this poor home, 
but “  Papa Frére ” paid the rent, the town awarded 
her a fagot of fire-wood and a loaf cf bread daily.

" i  he ihree pictures en these two peges ere cngraved hy Itlrd permission of L . H . I.cfcvrc. of London, owner of the copyrights.
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the butcher gave her a pint of soup every Sun- 
day, and as for other luxiiries, she made as much 
as twenty cents, and sometimes even fbrty in a day, 
by sitting for thc artists. It was pleasant to listen 
to the praltlc of the oíd soul. She disliked the 
Prussians, for when they besiegcd Paris they stole 
her t-vü pet rabbits; but. she was always mcny- 
hearted and sang delicioiis little love songs, in a 
cracked voice which must have been very sweet 
when she was young. She had a cap of fine lace, 
which had been handed down to her possibly b>- 
her own grandmother, and which she wore only on 
holidays, when she sat under the great trees timt 
adjoin the castle and watched the young people 
dance in tlie open air. It seems to her that they 
do not dance with thc gi-aco and spirit of thc young 
people of sixty years ago, but still she cnjoys watch­
ing them. She loves to see people happy. The

ear-rings, and freshly fluted frills, and look so 
charming that you would never suspect that a 
bit of drv bread is all they had for dinner to-day.

“  Farowell to rnisery, povcriy, sorrowing,
W hile wc 've a fiddle w e still will dajice;

Supper we 've none, iior can we go  bortowing;
Dance and forget is ihe fashion of France.”  .

Papa Frére’s fcte day (or day ofhis patrón saint, 
which in France is celcbrated instead of one’s own 
birthday) was the occasion of the year for popular- 
rejoicing for Ecouen. A gi-and dinner was served, 
and ii-i thc evening the peasants gathered about his 
párk to see the annual display of fire-works. Since 
the death of his little granddaughtcr these festivi­
ties have bccn discontinued, at Monsieur Frére’s 
desirc. The peasants of Ecouen are as quick to 
sympathi/.c with grief as to join in merriment. 
Mother Cocotte attends every funeral and mass for

-D O N '- l-  B E  S H V . ' '  ( E N C K A V E D  B Y  P K K M IS S IO N  O F  L .  H . L E F Í V B E . )

charcoal-seller there is on working days as grimy as 
a pitman, but his face is clean now, and Ins shirt- 
sleeves are tied with ribbons, The butchcr’s boy 
has scented his curly locks and has a rose in his 
button-hole, and all the young girls from the vil- 
lage have donned their Sunday finery. thcir gold

thc dead, decently ciad in black, and has a picture 
of the Virgin beside her little fire-place, with a 
blessed branch which the priest gave her last Palm 
Sunday.

The largest of the bells which hang in the bclfry 
of thc little church was given to the parish by
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Madame Frére, and when the children hear it 
tollíng they exclaim, “ There is Madame P'rére 
calling US.”  This village church is rich in oíd 
stained glass and looks out upon the Place shaded 
by a magnificent oíd chestnut tree. It is said. that 
the Chevalier Bayard fastened his horse to this tree 
while calling 011 the Mont- 
morencys, who built the oíd 
castle which still looks down 
upon Econen. Monsieur has 
used the Place as a back- 
ground for “ The Young 
Guard,” one of his later pict­
ures, a reproduction of which 
is given on page 129. France 
is preéminently a military na­
tion. The artists, Berne Belle- 
cour, Detaille, De Neuville, 
and others, have given us 
thrilling epi.sodes in the last 
war with the Prussians. The 
same military enthusiasm 
glows in the breasts of the 
boys, and we can see the esprii 
de corps shining in each of the 
young faces. Some of the 
men who served as soldiers in 
the French army during the 
campaign of 1870, Monsieur 
Frére painted long ago as 
children learning to drum and 
playing at drill. His own little 
grandson, Gabriel Frére, fig­
ures in the awkward squad of 
“ The Young Gim-d.”

Monsieur Frére writes in a 
recent letter:

"  1 am making a  drawing from one 
of my laiesc paintings—  the face* of & 
child íour years of age, my favorite 
model, who died just as my picture was 
finished. The drawing Ís for hú moiher.
The poor woman employcd nlJ the 
nioney which the child galned ín circss* 
ing him handsomely. Dear little fellow, 
with what couragchc held himself mo* 
tionless in order to <?am a pair of velvet 
pantaloons, a vest of velvet, fine shoes, 
and a hai with ribbons ! He was buricd with kII his bravery.

extremcly dependent on his friend. He was in­
vited with him on one occasion to a grand dinner. 
There were spcechcs and toasts, of which he un­
derstood not onc word; but he followed his friend’s 
cue, applauding where he applaudcd and answering 
the jokes and stories with an appreciative smile.

L E S Ü O N  IN  Ü K Ü M M I N G ."  ( K N G K A V E D . D V  J 'E K M IS S IO N  O F  L .  H . l E P t v n K . )

There
remain sixty-iwo francs of hís curnlng^, with which they intend l'* 
ercci a  U ii lc  monti m en l . ”

While Édouard Frére’s pictures "have been 
painted almost without exception in this secluded 
spot, they have found their way to all art centers. 
In England they are especially admired. Early 
in his succcssful career he was persuaded to visit a 
friend in London. He enjoycd the novel experi- 
ence exceedingly, but as he was entirely unac- 
quainted with the English language, he was

Presently some one at the other end of the table 
proposcd a toast which was greeted with .universal 
enthusiasm. Papa Frére clapped his hands with 
the rest, whereat c\-eiy onc smiled or laughed 
and applauded moro uproariaush'. Following his 
friend’s example, Papa Frére smiled, nodded, and 
cheered; but was overeóme with confusión when it 
was explained to him that he had been applauding 
his own namc and some cxtremely flattering com­
pliments which had just bccn paid him. It might 
have occurred to Madame Frére that this was the
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case, for to h e r  sw ift intu itions n o success w hich 
com es to  h e r  h u sban d  is  a  su tp rlse , a n d  she shares 
his hon ors w ith  th e calm  satisfaction  o f one who 
h a d  forescen  th em  from  th e  first.- B u t P a p a  F rére 
w as o f  too sim p le a n d  m odcst a  nature lo im agin e  
for a  m om ent th at su ch  adm iration  could b e  m eant 

for him .
T h e  sam e sw eet a n d  u n assu m in g sp irit dw ells 

in him  still. H is  gen ius, n ot satisfied  w ith  past 
a ch ievem en ts, h a s  rip en ed  a n d  m atu red  w ith  con- 
scientiou s stu d y , so th at h is la te r p ictures are  b et­

ter th an  th e on es w h ich  m a d e  h im  fam ous. T h e  
w orld abou t h im  ch an ges, th e oíd peop le  pass 
aw ay a n d  th e ch ild ren  grow  o íd ;  bu t th e child- 
h eart th at is in É d o u a rd  F rére  can  n ot change. 
T h e  beauty: w h ic h 'h e  h a s  created can  n ev e r die, 
b u t is a  glorious g if t  from  one life to  m a n k in d ; the 
g ie a t ,  b u sy  w o rld  is m ore h u m an e and lo o k s with 
ten derer com passion upon th e  children  o f  th e poor 
becau se  h e  h a s  lived , w h ile  a ll w ho h ave  know n 
him  p erson ally  are th e rich er for th a t p riv ilege, 
a n d  th a n k  G o d  th at he still lives to  b less others.

T H E  L I T T L E  S T O N E  B O Y .

B y  S y d n e y  D a y r e .

H e  stood  in  a  fou ntaln  a n d  h e ld  up a  shell,
F ro m  w h ich  a  b r ig h t sh ow er o f  d iam onds fell,
Ju st c a tc h in g  th e g la n ce  o f  th e  sunshine w hich 

p la ye d
B o-p eep  in  a n d  ou t o f  th e jessam in e  s h a d e ;
A n d  b a c k  a t  th e ch ild ren , w ho la u g h e d  up in 

jo y ,
H e la u g h e d , a s  th e y  c a lle d  h im  T h e  L ittle  S tone 

B oy.

H e  la u g h e d  at th e d ew  and h e  la u g h e d  a t  the 

flowers,
W h ic h  sm iled  u p  a t  h im  th ro u gh  th e  lo n g  sum ­

m er h o u r s ;
H e  la u g h e d  a s  th e ro b in  a n d  blu e-b ird  and 

.  .
Just c ea sin g  a  m o m en t th eir caro lm g g a y ,
C arne p e ep in g  a n d  h o p p in g , w ith  coquetries 

coy,
T o  flit round th e feet o f  th e L ittle  Stbn e B oy.

H e la u g h e d  w h en  th e flow eis w ere d toop íng 
a n d  dead,

A n d  autu m n  w as p a in tin g  ín  go ld  a n d  in 

re d ;
A n d  .b le a k c r  and lo w er th e g lo o m y  clouds 

h u n g ,
A w a k in g  no gleara  in  th e watere h e  f lu n g —
F o r  n o th in g  o f  sh adow  cou ld  d im  o r a llo y
T h e  glad n ess and m irth  o f  th e  L ittle  Stone 

B oy.

B u t soon, sh ak en  dow n  from  th e feath ery  

w in g
O f  th e b la s t b e a rin g  on w ard  th e c h illy  Ice 

K in g ,
T h e  fast w h irlin g  snow  la y  a  co v erm g w íiite
Ov'er gard en  a n d  la-wn. A n d  th e  ch ild ren  at 

n igh t
L o o k e d  up w ith  a  w hisper, from  p ictu re  and 

t o y :
‘ H e  h as n ’ t a  coat on —  p oor L ittle  S ton e B o y ! "

B u t  m o rn in g, a l l  b e a m in g  w ith  sp a ik ie s  o f  ligh t,
B ro u g h t fo rth  in  th e  b righ tn ess e a ch  frolicsom e 

w igh t,
T o  see i f  the spirit o f  w in ter co u ld  qu ell
T h e  sm ile  o f  th e sprite o f  th e fountain  and 

sh ell.
‘  H o I h o  ! h e  is d r e s s e d ! ”  cried  a  chorus o f  jo y , 
‘  A n d  la u g h in g  as eve r— th e jo l ly  S ton e B o y  1 ”

T h e  S n ow  Q ueen h a d  ten derly  w oven for him
A  m an tle, h u n g  so ftly  o ’er each  little  lim b ;
A n  icicle  coro n et shone on  h is  h e a d —

‘ Jack  F ro st m ade it for h im ,’’ the little  ones 

said.
T h u s  d eck ed  w ith the treasures o f  -winter, he 

bore
A s  p ro u d ly  h is b u rth en  aloft as before.
A n d  la u g h e d  a t  th e storm  w h ich  co u ld  n ever 

destroy
T h e  h a p p y , hilarious, L itt le  S ton e B oy.
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í A '^ J .1 0 N ( - M É T  a  I . t T T i . E  S O Y  
■ 'W E f '- V E R S E O  I N  h u n t e r ’s  l o r e ; 

" T h e n  s p a k e  h e  t o  t h a t  w e l l  r e a d  b o y  :
“ W o U L D S T  U K E  T O  'H E A R  M E  R O A R ! ’

T H E  L I T T L E  B O Y , 
W ^ ' ^ < í ^ t ^ n , A L L  P A L T R Y  F R IG H T -I 

H s ^ ^ C > N " p c iA R f e D  5 T H E N  A S K E D  T H E  B O Y  I 
'- « ? W ó u D S r  L IK E  T O  S E E  M E  B I T E  ? ”
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4 A T  P L U C K Y  B O Y , 
Í Y E D  H I S  O -U N  i 
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W o y t o s T  u K g  r e  s e e  s o m e  t u n ?”
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FK U M  T H E  BOY. 
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■ ■ ^ N b .f d , tH l^ 'D A Y  T H A T L IT T L E  B O Y  

E n j o y s  h i s  h u n t e r ’s  L O R E .
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A  S U B M A R I N E  F I R E - E A T E R .

B y  Jo h n  R . C o r y e l l ,

W h a t  a  m on ster o f  con tradictions !
A n  anim al w h ich  looks lik e  a  fish, b u t w hich is  not 

a  fish ¡ w hich liv es a lw ays in th e w ater, b u t w hich 
can not live lo n g  u n d er w ater, and w h ich  n everth e- 
less w ill d ie  on l a n d ; w h ich  h as a  m o u th  la rg e  
enough to e n g u lf  at on ce  a  dozcn readers o f  
S t .  N i c h o l a s ,  bu t whose th roat is so sm all th at 
your fath er’s fist can  fill it.

A  w hale ! Y e s , á  veritab lc  g ia n t a m o n g  gian ts, 
the la rg e st o f  a ll liv in g  creatures.

T o  one w h o do es n ot k n ow  th e  reason for it, it 
m ust seem  od d  to sa y  th at th e w hale is n o t a  fish. 
B ut, in fact, it is  no m ore a  fish th an  y o u  are . A  
fish has coid  b lood , a n d  takes th e little  o x y g e n  it 
needs from  th e w ater b y  m eans o f  gills ; w h ile  the 
whale m ust take its  o x y g e n  from  th c  atinospheric 
air, ju s t  as you do.

Y o u  need to ta k e  o x y g e n  into y o u r lu n g s to g ive  
to your b lo o d  a t  v e ry  short intervais, so  th a t y o u  
can  not exist for m ore th an  tw o o r th ree  m in utes 
at the utm ost w ith o u t brea th in g . O f  co u rse , it 
would n o t d o  fo r th e  w h ale  to  h a v e  to b rea th e  so 
often , for in  th a t case h e  co u ld  n ev e r stay  u nder 
water lo n g  en o u g h  to secure his food, a n d  would 
consequen tly  starve.

T o  p ro vid e  a g a in st th is catastro p h e the w h ale  is 
enabled to ch a rge  a  reservoir o f  b lood  w ith ox ygen , 
and thus, w ith an  h o u r’s su p p ly  o f  a erated  b lo o d , it 
can dive dow n a n d  re m a in  u nder w ater u ntil the 
su p p ly  is exh au sted . S h o u ld  it  b e  detain ed  after 
the su p p ly  is go n e , it  w ill drow n  as su re ly  as 
your ow n s e lf

T h e  ta il is th c  o n ly  sw im m in g  ap p aratu s o f  thc 
whale, a n d  b y  it th e w h ale  can  sh o o t its  entire 
body, w eigh in g , p erh ap s, fou r h u n dred  th ou san d 
pounds, e n tire ly  ou t o f  w ater. O n e  authentic 
w riter says h e  h as seen  a  w h ale  leap  so h ig h  ou t o f 
th e.w ater th at h e , w h ile  sta n d in g  on  th e quarter- 
deck o f  a  ship, saw  th e  horizon u nder its body.

T h e  tail is set tran sversely  to th e b o d y , a n d  its 
m otion, u n lik e  th at o f  th e sam e m cm b er in  a  
fish, is up and dow n ¡ a n d  w ith su ch  v ig o r  does it 
move th at th e su rro u n d in g  w ater is forced in to a 
series o f  w h irlin g  eddies.

T h is  tail is, m oreover, th e w h ale ’s c h ie f  w eapon, 
though occasinn ally  it  does m a k e  use o f  its h ead  or 
o f  its teeth , i f  it h a v e  th e la tter. S tu n g  to fury  b y  
a  harpoon, it  w ill som etim es la sh  abou t w ith  its tail 
to such purpose as to d ash  th c  stou t w h ale-b oat to 
pieces and h u rí th e in m ates into th e sea. A s  a 
rule, how ever, th e w h ale  prefers to run.

A lth o u g h  m a n y  w h ales h a v e  n o teeth, th e spcr- 
m aceti w h ale , for exam p le, h as a  m o st form idable 
set. W ith  these it som etim es does terrib le  execu- 
tion  am on g th e p u rsu in g boats.

A s  m a y  be supposed, su ch  w h ales as h ave  no 
teeth  are  p ro p erly  p ro vid ed  for in som e o th e r way. 
M a n y  b f  th em  su bsist e n tire ly  upon th e countless 
m illio n s o f  je lly -fish , m olluscs, a n d  oth er k in d red  
anim als w ith  w hich th e ocean  is p len tifu lly  sto ck e d ; 
and as th e y  are soft and y ie ld in g, teeth  a re  n ot 
n eed ed  e ith er to cap tu re o r m astícate  them .

A  n et is w h at is n eed ed , a n d  th is  th e  tooth less 
w h ales have. D e p en d in g  firom th e u p p er jaw , 
w h ich  m a y  b e  sixteen  o r  seven teen  fee t lo n g , is a 
h e d g e  o f  b a leen , o r w h ale-b on e, as it is com m on ly  
called. T h is  is  a b o u t te n  feet lo n g , a n d  consists 
o f  a  n u m b er o f  p lates, so lid  a t  the u p per en d , b u t 
ír a y in g  ou t, frin ge-lik e , at th e lo w er end. T h e re  
a r e  a b o u t s ix  h u n dred  o f  th ese p la tes on  each side 
o f  th e ja w , a n d  in a  la rg e  w h ale  th eir w e ig h t w ill 
b e  som e tw o th ou san d pounds.

W h e n  tire h u n g ry  g ia n t w ishes a  m eal, h e  opens 
w id e h is cavernous m outh, and le ttin g  h is enor- 
m o us lo w er lips drop dow n , drives th ro u gh  the 
w ater w ith a ll ih e  forcé o f  h is pow erful tail, M illions 
u pon  m illio n s o f  th c  tin y  creatures upon w h ich  he 
feed s are  th us taken in to th e g a p in g  m o u th  w hich , 
w h en  fu ll, shuts tight.

T h e  p lates o f  b a le en  cióse down on th e low er 
ja w  and th e  pre)’ is  secure. A  la rg e  volú m e o f 
w ater h as b e e n  tak en  in, too, how ever, a n d  this 
m u st b e  go tten  rid  o f  in som e w ay. T h e  w a y  is 
sim ple. T h e  w h ale  m erely  forces th e w ater out 
th ro u gh  th e in terstices in the b a leen , a n d  th e h ap - 
less fish rem ain  to b e  sw allow ed a t  le isu re down 
th e th roat, w h ich  is often n ot m ore  than two inches 
in diaraeter.

O ccasio n ally  th is h a b it o f  th e w h ale  produ ces a  
very  curious a n d  beautifu l effect. M a n y  o f  the 
soft, je lly -lik e  creatu res in w h ich  th e o ccan  aboun ds 
s h in e a t  n igh t w ith  a  b righ t, p hosp h orescen t l ig h t ;  
an d  th c  w ater, too, dash cd  in to sp ra y  b y  th e  v ig- 
orous sw eep o f  th e m o n sjcr ’s ta il, becom es ch arged  
w ith  th e sam e phosph orescen t g lo w , a n d  lig h ts  up 
th e  sea  lik c  drops o f  m olten  silver.

U n d e r su ch  circuinstances, w h en  th e d a rk  g ia n t 
su rg es th ro u gh  th e w aves with disten ded  m a w , h e  
seem s a  raonstrous su bm arine fire-eater sw allow in g 
lu in p s o f  flam e a n d  d efy in g  th e w et e lem en t with 
show ers o f  flam in g drops, w h ich  h e  le a v es b eh in d  
him  in a  w eird, sh in in g  w ak e.
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C h e e r fu U y .
C H R I S T M A S  C A R O L .

W m , E. A sh m a ll-

1. W a k  - en, C hris - tian chil - dren. U p and le t us
2. C om e, ñ or fear to seck  H im , C h il - dren though we
3. H aste we, then. to w el • come, W ith a jo y  - ous

sing 
b e . .
lay.

I
P i - F ? : Efz

- t — r
z ^ ±

W ith glad  volee Ihe prais
O nce H e said of

Christ, Ihe K in g  o í G lo

= d '

prais - es Of out
chil - - dren, Let them
G lo  - - ry. Born for

ou t new  - born K in g.
com e to me.

US chis day.

— a
- ! S -
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P R I N C E  H A S S A K ’ S M A R C H .

I3y  F r a n k  R . S t o c k t o n .

In  th e sp rin g  o f  a  certain  year, lo n g  since passed 
aw ay, P rin ce  H a ssak . o f  Ito b y, determ in ed  to visit 
his ú nele, th e K in g  o f  Y a n .

“ W h e n e v er in y  únele v isited  u s ,”  said the 
Prince, “  o r w h en  m y  la te  fath er w en t to see  h im , 
the jo u rn e y  w as a lw ays m a d e  b y  s e a ; and, in 
order to do th is, it  w as n ecessary  to g o  in  a  very 
roundabout w a y  betw een  Ito b y  a n d  Y a n . N ow ,
I shall do n o th m g  o f th is k in d . It is b e n ea th  the 
dign ity  o f  a  p rin ce  to g o  ou t o f h is  w ay on  account 
o f  capes, penín sulas, a n d  prom ontories. I  shall 
m arch from  m y  p a lace  to  th a t  o f  m y  ú n ele  in a 
stra igh t lin e. I sh a ll g o  across th e  cou ntry, and 
no obstacle sh a ll cau se m e  to d ev iate  from  m y 
course. M ou n tain s a n d  h ills  sh a ll b e  tunneled, 
rivers sliall b e  b rid ged , houses sh all be leveled  ; a 
road sh a ll b e  cu t th ro u gh  fo re s ts ; and, w h en  I 
have finished m y  m a rch , th e course over w hich I 
have p assed  sh a ll be a  m a th ein a tically  straigh t 
line. T h u s  w ill I  show  to th e w orld th at, w h en  a 
prince desires to travel, it is  n ot n ecessary  for him  
to g o  out o f h is  w ay on  accou nt o f  o b staclcs .”

A s soon as possib le  a fter th e P rince h a d  d eter­
m ined u pon  th is m arch , h e  m ade h is preparations, 
and set out. H e to o k  w ith  h im  a  few  courtiers, 
and a  largo  b o d y  o f  in iners, rock-splitters, brid ge- 
bu ildeis, a n d  w orkm en  o f  th at class, w hose Services 
woúld, v ery  p ro b a b ly , b e  needed. B esid es these, 
h e  h a d  an officer, w hose d u ty  it was to p oin t out 
the d irect cou rse to b e  ta k en , a n d  anoth er who 
was to draw  a  m ap  o f  th e m arch , sh ow in g the 
towns, m oun tain s, a n d  th e various p laces it  passed 
through. T h e re  w ere n o com passes in  those days, 
b u t th e cou rse-m ark er h a d  an  in strum en t which 
he w ould se t in a  p ro p er d irectio n  b y  m eans o f  
the stars, a n d  then  h e  cou ld  m a rch  b y  it  a ll day. 
Besides these pcrsons, P rince H a ssa k  se lected  from  
the schools o f  h is c ity  five b o y s a n d  five girls, and 
took them  w ith  h im . H e  w ish ed  to shoiv them  
how, w h en  a  th in g  w as to b e  clone, the b e st w ay 
was to go stra igh t ah ead  a n d  do it, tu rn in g  aside 
for nothing.

“ W h e n  th e y  grow  up th ey  w ü l te a ch  these 
things to th eir c h ild re n ,”  sa id  h e ;  “ a n d  th us I 
will instill go o d  p rin cip ies in to m y  p e o p le .”

T h e  first d a y  P rin ce  H a ssa k  m arch ed  over a 
level cou ntry, w ith  no further trouble th an  that 
occasioned b y  th e tearin g  dow n  o f  fcn ces and 
walls, a n d  th c  destruction  o f  a  few  co ttag es and 
barns. A fte r  en ca m p in g  fo r th e n igh t, th e y  set 
out the n ex t m orning,- b u t had n o t m a rch ed  m an y

m iles before th e y  cam e to a  ro ck y  h ill, on th e top 
o f  w h ich  w as a  han dsom e house, in h abited  b y  a  
Jolly-cum -pop.

“ Y o u r  H ig h n css ,”  sa id  th e course-m arker, “ in 
order to g o  in a  d irect lin e w e m ust m a k e  a  tunnel 
th ro u gh  this h ill, im m ed iate ly  u nder th e house. 
T h is  m a y  cau se th c  b u ild in g  to fa ll in , b u t the 
rubbish can  b e  easily  rem o ved .”

“ L e t  th e m en go to  w o rk ,”  sa id  th e Prince. 
“  I  w ill dism oun t from  m y  h o rsc, a n d  w atch  the 
proceedin gs.”

W h e n  th e Jolly-cum -pop saw  tho p a rty  halt 
before h is house, h e  h u rried  out to p a y  h is  rcspects 
to the Prince. W h e n  h e w as in form cd o f  w hat 
was to b e  don e, th c  Jolly-cum -pop cou ld  n o t re- 
fia in  from  la u g h in g  aloud.

“ I n ever h e a rd ,”  h e  said, “ o f  su ch  a  cap ita l 
idea. It is so od d  a n d  origin al. I t  w ill b e  very  
fun ny, 1 am  sure, to see a  tunnel cu t r ig h t under 
m y  h o u se .”

T h e  m in ers and v'ock-spUttcrs now  b e g a n  to 
w o rk  a t  th e b a se  o f  th c  h ill, and th en  th e Jo lly- 
cum -pop m a d e  a  proposition to th é  Prince.

“  I t  w ill take you r m en som e tim e ,”  h e  said, 
“ to  cu t th is tun nel, a n d  it  is a  p ity  you r H igh n css 
should  n ot b e  am used  in th c  m eanw h ile. I t  is 
a  fine d a y ; suppose w e g o  in to thc forest and 
h u n t.”

T h is  su ited  th e  P rin ce  v e ry  well, for h e  did  not 
care  about s ittin g  u n d er a  tree and w a tch in g  his 
w orkm en , a n d  th e Jolly-cum -pop h a v in g  sen t for 
h is horse a n d  som e Isows a n d  arrows, th e w hole 
p a rty , w ith  th e exception  o f  th e laborers, rodé 
tow ard th e forest, a  sh ort distance aw ay.

“  W h a t  sh a ll « e  find to h u n t? ”  ask ed  th e Prince 
o f  th e  Jolly-cum -pop.

“ I re a lly  do n ot k u o w ,”  excla im ed th e latter, 
“ b u t w e ’l l  h u n t w h atever w e h ap p en  to see  —  deer, 
sm all b irds, rabbits, griffins, rh inoceroses, a n y ­
th in g  th at comes- along. I fee l as g a y  as a  skip- 
p in g  grasshopper. M y  spirits rise lik e  a  so a rin g  
bird. W h a t  a  jo y fu l th in g  it  is to  h ave  su ch  a  
sp len did  hu n t on  su ch  a  glorious d a y  1 ”

T h e  g a y  and h a p p y  spirits o f  th e Jolly-cum -pop 
afiectecl th e w hole p arty , a n d  th e y  rodé m errily  
th ro u gh  th e forest; b u t th e y  fou n d n o g a m e ; and, 
after a n  h o u r or two, th e y  e m e rg e d  in to th e open 
cou n try  again . A t  a  distance, on  a  s lig h t eleva- 
tion, stood  a  la rg e  a n d  m assive bu ild in g .

“ 1 a m  h u n g ry  a n d  th irs ty ,”  said th e  Prince, 
“  a n d  perhaps w c can  get som e refresh m ents at
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y o n d e r house. S o  far, th is h as n ot been  a  very 

fine h u n t.”
“  N o ,”  cried  th e Jo lly-cum -p op , “  n ot y e t. B ut 

w h at a  jo y fu l th in g  to see a  h o sp itab lc  m ansión 
ju st at th e m om en t w h en  w e  b e g in  to  feel a  little 

tired  a n d  h u n g ry  ! ”
T h e  b u ild in g  th e y  w ere a p p ro a ch in g  belonged  

to a  P o te n tate , w ho lived  a t  a  great d istan ce. In 
som e o f  h is travcls h e  h a d  seen  this m assive 
h ouse, a n d  th o u gh t it  w ould  m a k e  a  go o d  prison. 
H e  acco rd in g ly  b o u g h t it, fitted it up as a  ja il , and 
a p p oin ted  a  ja ile r  a n d  th ree  m yrm idons to take 
ch a rge  o f  it. T h is  h a d  o ccu ired  ye ars  before, bu t 
n o prisoners h a d  eve r b e e n  sen t to th is ja il. A  
few d a y s  p reced in g  th e Jo lly-cum -pop's h u n t, th e 
P o ten tate  h a d  jo u rn e y ed  th is  w a y  and h a d  stopped 

| [|  a t  h is ja il . A fte r  in q u irin g  in to its con dition , h e
*"• h a d  said  to th e ja ile r ;

“  I t  is  now  fou rteen  ye ars  sin ce  I ap p oin ted  you  
to  th is p lace, and in  a ll th a t tim e th ere  h avé  been 
no prison ers, a n d  y o u  a n d  you r m en  h a v e  been 
d raw in g  you r w a ges w ith o u t d o in g  a n y th in g . I 
sh a ll return  th is w a y  in  a  few  days, ánd i f  1 still 
find y o u  id le  1 sh a ll d isch arge j'o u  a ll and cióse 

th e ja il .”
T h is  filled th e  ja ile r  w ith g re a t d ism ay, for he 

did  n ot w ish  to lo se  h is good  situation. W h e n  he 
saw  th e  P rin ce  a n d  h is p a rty  a p p ro a ch in g , the 
th o u gh t stru ck  him  th at p erh ap s h e  m ig h t m ak e 
prisoners o f  th em , a n d  so n o t b e  fou nd id le  w hen 
th e  P o ten tate  returned. H e  carne ou t to  m eet
th e  h u n ters, a n d  w h en  th e y  a sk e d  i f  th c y  could
h ere  find refreshm ent, h e  g a v e  th em  a  m ost cor­
d ial w elcom e. H is  m en  to o k  th eir horses, and, 
in vitin g  th em  to  en ter, h e  sh ow ed each  m em b er o f 
th e p a rty  into a  sm all b ed roo m , o f  w h ich  there 
seem ed to b e  a  grea t m an y.

“  H e re  are  w ater a n d  to w els ,”  h e  said  to each 
on e, “  and w h en  y o u  h a v e  w ashed you r faces and 
han ds, you r refresh m en ts w ill b e  re a d y .”  T h e n , 
g o in g  ou t, h e  lo ck ed  th e door on th e outside.

T h e  p a rty  n u m bered  se v e n te e n ; th e  P rince, 
three courtiers, five  bo ys, five  girls, th e course- 
m arker, th e m ap -m ak er, a n d  th e  Jolly-cum -pop. 
T h e  heart o f  th e ja ile r  w as jo y fu l;  seven teen  in- 
m ates w as so m eth in g  to b e  proud of. H e  ordered 
h is m yrm id o n s to  g ive  th e prisoners a  m ea l o f  
b rea d  and w ater th ro u gh  th e h oles in th eir cell- 
doors, a n d  then  h e  sa t dow n to m ak e ou t his 
rep ort to th e  Poten tate.

“  T h e y  m u st a ll b é  g u ilty  o f  crim es,”  h e  said to 
h im self, “ w h ich  are p u n ish ed  b y  lo n g  im prison- 
m en t. I  d o n 't w an t a n y  o f  th em  exe cu te d .”

S o  h e  n um bered  h is prisoners from  one to seven ­
te e n ,‘acco rd in g  to the c e ll e a c h  h ap p e n e d  to 'b c  in , 
and h e  w rote a  crim e opposite each  num ber. T h e  
first w as h igh w ay  ro b b ery , th e n ex t fo rg ery , and

after th at follow ed treason , sm u g glin g , b arn -b u m - 
in g , b ribery, p o a ch ín g , u su ry, p ira cy , w itch craft, 
assault and b a tte ry , u sin g  false w eigh ts and m eas- 
itres, b u rg lary , cou n terfe itin g, ro b b in g  hen-roosts, 
con spiracy, and poison in g h is gran d m oth er b y  

proxy.
T h is  rep ort was sca rce ly  finished w h en  the 

P otén tate  retu rn ed. H e was v e iy  m u ch  surprised 
to  find th at seven teen  prisoners h a d  com e in since 
h is p rcvious v isit, a n d  h e  read  th e rep ort w ith 

interest.
“ H eve is on c w h o o u g h t to b e  e xe cu te d ,”  h e  

said, re fe iT Ín g  to N u m b er S even teen . “ A n d  ho w  
did  h e  poison h is gran d m oth er b y  p ro x y ?  D id  
h e  g e t  a n o th er w o m an  to b e  poisoned in her 
stead ?  O r did  h e  em p lo y som e one to  a c t in his 
p lace  a s  th e poison er ? ”

“  I h ave  ho t y e t  boen fu lly  in form ed, m y  lo rd ,” 
sa id  th e Jailer, fearfu l th at h e  sh o u ld T o sc  a  pris- 
o iier; “ b u t th is is b is  first offcnse, a n d  h is gran d­
m oth er, w h o did  n ot d ie , h as testified  to  his 
gen era l go o d  c h a ra cte r.”

“ V e ry  w e ll,”  sa id  th e P o te n ta te ; “ b u t i f .h e  
ever does it again , le t h im  b e  e x e c u te d ; and, b y  
the w ay, I sh ou ld  lik e  to see  th e p rison ers.” 

T h e rc u p o n  th e Jailer con d u cted  tho P o ten tate  
a lo n g  th e corridors, a n d  le t h im  lo o k  through. tlie 
ho les in  th e doors a t  th e prisoners within.

“  W h a t  is th is  litt le  g ir l in fo r ? ”  h e  asked.
T h e  ja ile r  lo ok ed  at th e n u m b er o v e r th e  door, 

and th en  a t  h is  report.
“ P ir a c y ,”  h e  answ ered.
“ A  stra n g e  offense for su ch  a  c h ild ,”  sa id  the 

Poten tate.
“  T h e y  often  b e g in  th at sort o f  th in g  very early  

in life ,”  sa id  th e ja iler .
“  A n d  th is  fine ge n tle m a n ,”  sa id  . the P oten tate, 

lo o k in g  in a t  th e P rin ce , “ w h at did  h e  do ? ”
T h e  ja ile r  g la n ce d  at th e n um ber, and th e 

report.
“  R o b b ed  h en -roo sts,”  h e  said. ,
“  H e  m ust h ave done a  g o o d  d ea l o f  it to añbrd 

to dress so w e ll,”  said th e P o ten tate, p assin g on, 
an d  lo o k in g  into oth er cells./ “  I t  seem s to m e 
th a t a  grea t m a n y  o f  y o u r prisoners are  v ery  

y o u n g .”
“  It is b est to  ta k e  th em  y o u n g , m y  lo rd ,”  said 

th e ja iler . “ T h e y  are  very  h ard  to  catch  w hen 

th e y  grow  u p .”
T h e  P o ten tate  th en  lo o k e d  in  at th e Jo lly-cum - 

pop, a n d  a sk e d  ivhat w as h is offense.
“  C o n sp ira c y ,”  w as th e answer.
“ A n d  w h ere  are  th e o th e r c o n sp ira to rs? ”
“  T h e re  w as o n ly  o n e ,"  sa id  th e ja iler .
N u m b er S even teen  w as th e o ldest o f  the cou r­

tiers.
“ H e  appears to b e  a n  e ld erly  m an  to  h a v e  a
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grandm other,”  sa id  th e  Poten tate. “  S h e m ust 
he very aged , and th at m ak cs it  a ll th e  w orse for 
him. 1 th in k  h e  sh ou ld  b e  e xe cu te d .”

“  Oh, n o , m y  lo rd ,”  cried  th e ja iler . “  I am  
assured that h is crim e w as qu ite  U nintentional.”

T H E  T R U A N T  A N D  T H E  P I C W I D G E O N S .

“  T h e n  h e  sh ou ld  b e  se t fre e ,”  said th e Potentate.
“ I m ean to  sa y ,”  said the ja iler , “ th at it was 

just enough ín tention al to cause him  to b e  im pris- 
oned here fo r a  lo n g  tim e, Ijut n ot en o u g h  to dc- 
serve execu tio n ."

“ V e iy  w e ll,”  sa id  the P oten tate, tiirn in g to 
leave; “ ta k e , good  care  o f  y o u r prisoners, and 
send m e a rep ort e ve ry  m o n th .”

“ T h a t w ill I  do, m y lo rd ,”  sa id  thc jailer, 
bowing very low.

T h e  P rince a n d  his p a rty  h a d  b c c n  v ery  m uch 
surprised and 'in cen sed w h en  th e y  found th at they 
could n ot g e t  out o f  th eir room s, a n d  th ey  had

k ick ed  and b a n g e d  a n d  sh ou ted u ntil th e y  w ere 
tired, b u l th c  ja ile r  had inform ed them  th a t th e y  
w ere to b e  con fin cd th ere  for y e ars; a n d  w h en  the 
P oten tate  arrived  th ey  had resign ed th em selves 
to despair. T h e  Jolly-cum -pop, how ever, was 

affected  in a  different 
w ay. It seem ed to h im  
th e m ost am u sin g  jo k e  
in th e w orld  th at a  per- 
son sh ou ld  d clib cra te ly  
w alk  into a  prison-cell 
and be lo ck e d  u p  fo r 
several years ¡ and h e  
lay  down on h is little  
b ed  a n d  lau gh ed  hiin- 
s e lf  to sleep.

T h a t  n igh t on c o f  th e 
b o ys sat a t  h is iron- 
barred  window , w ide 
aw ake. H e was a  T ru -  
ant, and h a d  n ever y e t 
been  in  any p lace  from  
w hich h e  cou ld  n ot run 
aw ay. H e  fe lt th at his 
school-fellow s dep en d ed  
upon him  to run aw ay  

a n d  b r in g  them  assistancc, a n d  h e  
k new  th at h is reputation  as a  T ru a n t 
was a t  stake. H is resp on sib ility  w as 
so liea\ y  that h e  cou ld  n ot sleep, and 
h e  sat a l ih c  w indow , try in g  to  th in k  
o f  a  w ay to g e t  out. A fter  som e h ours 
th c  m oon aróse, a n d  b y  its l ig h t  he 
saw  u pon  th e grass, not far from  his 
w indow , a  n um ber o f  little  creatures, 
w h ich  a t  first h e  to ok  fo r birds o r 
sm all squirrels ; b u t on lo o k in g  m ore 
a tten tive ly  h e  p erceived  th a t th e y  w ere 
p igw idgeon s, a  k in d o f  fairy, about 
six  inches h igh . T h e y  w cro sta n d in g  
aroun d a  flat stone, a n d  seem ed to  b e  
m a k in g  calculations on it w ith  a  piece 
o f  ch a lk . A t  th is s ig h t, th e h ea rt o f  
th e T ru a n t ju m p ed  for jo y . “ F airies 

can  do a n y th in g ,”  h e  sa id  to him self, “  and these 
certa in ly  can  g e t  us ou t.”  H e now  tried  in various 
w a ys to a ttract th c  attention o f  th e p ig w id g e o n s; 
b u t a s  h e  was afraid to cali o r w histle v e ry  lo u d , for 
fear o f  a rou sin g  thc ja iler , he did  n o t su ccecd . H a p - 
p ily , h e  th o u gh t o f  a  pea-shooter w h ich  h e  h a d  in 
his p ock et, and ta k in g  this ou t h e  b lcw  a  p ea  into 
th e m id st o f  the little  grou p  w ith  su ch  forcé th at 
it k n o ck ed  th e ch a lk  from  th c  h a n d  o f  th c  pigwLd- 
geon  w h o w as u sin g  it. T h e  little  fellow s lo ok ed  
up in astonishm ent. a n d  perceived th e T ru a n t 
b e ck o n in g  to them  from  his window . A t  first 
th e y  stood a n g rily  re g a rd in g  h im  ; b u t on h is u rg-
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in g  th e m .in  a  lo ud  w h isp er to  com e to h is relief, 
th e y  a p p roach ed  th e prison  and, c lam b erin g  up a  
v in e, soon reach ed  h is w indow -sill. T h e  T ru a n t 
n ow  to ld  his m o u m fu l ta le , to w h ich  the, pigw id- 
geo n s lis ten ed  v e ry  a ttc n tiv e ly ; a n d  th en , a fter a 
h ttle  con sultatipn  a m o n g  th em selves, on c o f  them  
sa id : “  W e  w ill. get. y o u  ou t i f  you  w il l 'te l l  us 

h o w  to  d iv ide five-sevéiiths b y  s ix .”
T h e  p oor T ru a n t w as silcn t for an instan t, and 

th en  h e  sa id : “  T h a t  js  n ot th e k in d  o f  th in g  I am 
go o d  at, b u t 1 exp ect som e o f  th e oth er fellows 
co u ld  te ll :you  easiiy  e n o u g h . O u r w indow s m ust 
b e  a l l  ín  a  .ro w , a n d  y o u  can  clim b up a n d  ask  
so m e o f  th e m ; a n d  i f  a n y  one te lls  y o u , w ill you  

g e t  us a ll o u t?  ”
“ Y e s ,”  said th e p ig w id g co n  w h o h a d  sppken 

before. “  W e  w ill do th at, for w e  are  v e r y  anxious 
to k n ow  how  to, d iv ide five-sevcnths b y  six. W e  
h ave  b e e n  w o rk in g .a t 'it for fou r o r five d a ys, and 
th c rc  w ont-be a n y th in g  w orth d iv id in g  if  w e w ait 

m u ch lo n g e r .”  ,
T h e  p igw id geo n 's, now  b e g a n  to d escen d  the 

v in e ; b u f o n e  o f  th em  lin g e rin g  a  little , th e T r u ­
ant, who. h a d  a  grea t d ea l o f  curiosity, ask ed  him  
w h a t it  w as th e y  ha’d  to divide.

“  T h e re  .w ere e ig h t o f  u s ,”  th e p igw id geo n  a n ­
sw ered , “ w ho h e lp ed  a 'fa r m e r ’s , wife, a n d  she 
g a v e  US a  p .ou nd .of.butter: S h e d id  not co u n t us
prop erly, a n d  d iv id ed  th e .butter into seven  parts. 
W e  d id  not; n otice  th is a t  first, a n d  tw o o f  the 
p a rty , w h o w ere o b lig e d  to g o .a w a y  to a  d istance, 
to o k  th eir portions a n d  departed, a n d  ,now w e  can 
n o t d iv ide a m o n g  six  th e  five-sevcn th s th at re- 

m a in .”
“ That-.is a  p retty  .hard th in g ,”  sa id  th e T ru a n t, 

“ b u t I a m  su re 'so m e  o f  th e b o y s .c a n  te ll you  how  

to  do i t .”  ■ .
T h e  pigw idgeons, v isited  th e fou r n ex t cells, 

w h ich  w ere o.ccupied b y  four b o ys, b u t n o t on c o f
th em  could, te ll h o w  to  div ide five-sevcnths b y  six.
T h e  P rin ce  w as qu estio n cd , b u t h e  did  n o t k n o w ; 
a n d  n eith er d id  th e  cou rse-m arker, ñ or th e m ap- 
m ak er. I t  w as n o t u n til th ey  .carne t a  the c e ll o f 
th e  o ldest g ir l th at th e y  re ce iv ed  a n  answ er. S h e 
w as good  a t  m en ta l a rith in etic  ; and, after a  m in- 
u tc ’s th o u gh t, she said,' “ I t  w ould b e  fw e' forty- 

se co n d s.”
“ G o o d ! ”  c ricd  the p igw id geon s. “ W e . w i l l  

d iv id e  th e b u tter .into  fo rty -tw o 'p a rts , a n d , each 
ta k e  five.: . 'A n d -n o w  Ict-u s go to 'w o rk ; a n d . cut 

th ese b a rs .”
T h re e  o f  th e six p igw id geo n s w ere  w o ik crs  in 

ii'on, a n d  th e y  h a d  th cir  little  files a n d  saw s in 
p ou chcs b y  th cir  sides. T h e y  w en t to w o rk  man- 
fu lly , a n d  th e othei-s h e lp e d  th em , a n d  before 
m o rn in g one b a r  w as cu t in  e a ch  o f  th e seventeen  
W indows. T h e  cells  w ere a ll on th e grou n d  floor,

a n d  it  w as quite easy  for th e p rison ers to  clam ber 
out. T h a t  is, it  w as easy  for a ll b u t th e Jolly-cum - 
pop. H e h a d  la u g h e d  so  m u ch in h is life th at he 
had grow n q u ite  fat, and h e  found it im p ossible  .to 
squeezc h im se lf  th ro u gh  th e o p en in g  m a d e  b y  th e 
rem oval o f  one w indow -bar. T h e  sixteen  other 
prisoners h a d  a ll d e p a rte d ; th e  p igw id geo n s had 
hu rried  a w a y  to divide their b u tte r  in to forty-tw o 
p arts, a n d  the Jo lly-cum -p op  still rem a in ed  in his 
ce ll, con vu lsed  w ith  la u g h te r  at th e id e a  o f b e in g  
cau g h t in su ch  a  curious predicam ent.

“  I t  is th e m ost rid icu lou s th in g  in  th e w o rld ,” 
h e  said. “ I suppose I m ust s ta y  h e re  a n d  cry  
u ntil I  g e t  th in .”  A n d  th e id ea  so  tick le d  him , 

th at h e  la u g h e d  h im se lf  to sleep.
T h e  P rin ce  and h is  p a rty  k e p t to ge th er, and 

h u rried  from  th e prison as fast a s  th e y  could. 
W h e n  th e d a y  b ro k e  th e y  h a d  go n e  se v e ra l m iles, 
a n d  th en  th ey  stop p ed  to rest. “  W h e re  is  that 
Jolly-cum -pop ? ”  sa id  th e P rin ce . “  I suppose he 
h as ru n  h om e as fast as h e  cou ld . H e is a  pretty 
fellow  to Icad us in to th is  trou ble  a n d  then  desert 
u s ! H ow  are  w e  to find th e w a y  b a c k  to his 
house ? C ou rse-m ark er, can  y o u  te ll us th e direc­

tion  in  w h ich  w e  sh ou ld  g o  ? "
“ N o t u n til to-n igh t, you r H ig h n css ,”  answ ered 

th e course-m arker, “ w h en  I can  se t m y  instrum ent 

b y  th e  s ta rs .”
T h e  P rin ce ’s  p a rty  was n ow  in  a  d o lefu l p light. 

E v e ry  one w as v e ry  h u n g r y ; thC y w orc in a n  open 
plain, n o  h o u se  w as v isib le , a n d  th e y  k n ew  not 
w hich w a y  to go. T h e y  w a n d ered  about for som e 
tim e, lo o k in g  for a  b ro o k  or a  sp rin g  w h ere  th ey  
m ig h t q u en ch  th eir th its t ;  a n d  th en  a  rabbit 
sp ran g o u t from  som e bushes. T h e  w h ole  p arty  
im m ed iate ly  started  off in pursuit o f  th e  rabbit. 
T h e y  ch ased  it  h ere, th ere, b a ck w ard  a n d  forw ard, 
th ro u g h  hollow s and over h ills , u n til it ran  quite 
aw ay  a n d  d isap p eared . T h e n  th e y  w ere m ore 
tired , th irsty , a n d  h u n g ry  th a n  b efore  ; and, to 
add to th eir m iseries, w hen n ig h t carne on  th e sk y  
w as clou d y, a n d  th e cou rse-m arker cou ld  n ot set 
his in strum en t b y  th e stars. I t  w ould  b e  difficult 
to  find sixteen  m ore m iserab le  p eo p le  th a n  the 
P rin ce  a n d  h is com p an ion s w h en  th e y  aw ok e tho 
n ex t m o rn in g from  th e ir  tr o u b le d , sleep  on the 
h ard  ground. N e a r ly  starved  to death , they 
gazcd  a t  on e  anoth er w ith fee lin gs o f  despair.

“ I  fe e l,”  sa id  th e P r in ce , in  a w e a k v o ic e ,  “ ihat 
th ere  is n o th in g  I -ivould n ot do to .o b ta in  food. I 
w o u ld  w illin g ly  b ecom e a  slave i f  m y  m aster would 

give  m e a  good  b rea k fa st.”
“  So w o u ld  I , ”  e jacu la ted  each  one o f  th e others.
A b o u t a n  h o u r a fter th is, as th e y  w ere a ll sitting 

disco n so lately  u pon  th e grou n d , th e y  saw , slowly 
ap p roach in g, a  la rg e  cart draw n b y  a  pair o f  oxcn. 
O n th e fron t o f  th e  cart, w hich seem ed  to be
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lie av ily  loaded , sa t a  m an , w ith  a  re d  beard, read - th e m arks o f  earnest thought- S tan d in g  for a
in g  a  book. T h e  bo ys, w h en  th e y  saw  th e cart, se t m in u te in a  reflective  m ood, h e  addressed th e
up a  feeble  sh ou t, and th e m an, liftin g  h is e yes P rin ce  in a  slow , m editative m a n n er: “ H ow
from  his b o o k , drove d irectly  tow ard  th e grou p  on w ould  you  lik e ,”  h e  said, “  to form  a  n ucleus ? ”

• ‘ a n d  H 5 R E  I S  O M E  W H O  O Ü O H T  T O  B E  E X E C U T E D ! *

S A I D  T H E  P O T E N T A T E ,  I fE K liR K I N G  T O  T H E  S E V K N T E K N T H  P R I S O N E B .”

the ground. D ism ou n tin g , h e  a p p roach ed  P rin ce  “  C an  w e get a n y th in g  to  eat b y  it ? ”  eag erly  
H assak, w ho im m ed iate ly  to ld  him  his troubles a sk e d  th e Prince.
and iraplored relief. “  W c  w ill do a n y th in g ,”  said “ Y e s ,”  rep lied  tho m an , “ yo u  c a n .” 
the Prince, “  to ob tain  food .”  “ W c  ’ll  do i t ! ”  im m ed iately  cried  th e w hole

T h e  m an  w ith  th e red  beard  h a d  upon h is brow  sixteen, w ithout w a itin g  fo r further inform ation. 

V o L . X I .— 10,
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“  W h ic h  w ill y o u  do first,”  said th e  m an , “  listen 
to  m y  exp lan ation s, o r eat ? ”

“  E a t ! ”  cried  th e entire  sixteen  in  chorus.
T h e  m an n ow  p rodu ced  from  h is  cart a  quan tity

o f  bread, m cat, wine, and _ ___________
oth er provisions, which 
he  distributed generous- 
!y , but ju d icio u sly , to the 
h u n g ry  P rince a n d  his 
followers. E v e ry o n e h a d

the red  beard , “ to b u ild  dw ellin gs, a n d  a lso  a  
school-house for th ese y o u n g  people. T h e n  w e 
m ust l ili  som e grou n d  in th e su bu rbs, a n d  la y  the 
foundations, at least, o f  a  few p u b lic  b u ild in g s .”

en o u g h , b u t n o one too m uch. A n d  soon, re- 
v ived  a n d  stren gth en ed , th e y  fe lt lik e  n ew  bein gs.

“ N o w ,”  said  th e P rince, “ w e  are re a d y  to form  
a  nuclous, as wc p rom ised . H o w  is it done ? ”

“ 1 w ill cxp la in  th e  m a tter to yo u  in a  fcw  
w o rd s,”  said th e m an  w ith th e re d  b e a rd  a n d  the 
th o u gh tfu l brow . “  F o r  a  lo n g  tim e I h ave been 
desirous to found a  city . In  ord er to  d o  th is one 
m ust b e g in  b y  form in g a  nuclcus. E v e ry  great 
c ity  is  started  from  a  nucleus. A  few persons set- 
tle  down in som e p a rticu lar spot, a n d  live  there. 
T h e n  th e y  are a  n uclcu s. T h e n  oth er people 
com e th ere, and g a th er  aroun d th is n ucleus, and 
th en  m ore peop le  com e a n d  m ore, until in course o f . 
tim e there ¡s a  grea t c ity . 1 h ave  loaded th is cart 
w ith provisions, tbols, and other th in g s th at are 
n ecessary  for m y  p u rp ose, a n d  h ave  set ou t to find 
so m e peop le  w ho w ould  b e  w illin g  to form  a  
n ucleus. 1 am  v e ry  g la d  to  h ave  found yo u  and 
that yo u  are  w illin g  to  en ter into m y  p la n ; and 
ih is seem s a  go o d  spot fo r u s to settle  u p o n .”  

“ W h a t  is th e first th in g  to b e  d o n e ? ”  said the 
Prince.

“  W e  m ust a ll g o  to w o rk ,”  sa id  the m an with

“ A l l  th is w ill ta k e  a  go o d  w h ile , w ill it n o t ? ”  
sa id  the Prince.

“ Y e s ,”  said th e m an, “ it  w ill ta k e  a  good 
w h ile ; a n d  th e soon er we set abou t it, th e b e tter .”

T h e re u p o n  tools w ere d istribu ted  a m o n g  the 
p a rty , a n d  P rin ce , courtiers, bo ys, g irls, a n d  all 
w en t to w o rk  to  b u ild  houses a n d  form  th e n ucleus 
o f  a  city.

W h e n  th e ja ile r  lo ok ed  in to h is  ce lls  in the 
m o rn in g, a n d  fou nd th a t a ll b u t one o f  h is prison­
ers h a d  cscap ed , h e  w as u tterly  astoun ded , a n d  his 
face, w h en  the Jo lly-cu m -p o p  saw  h im , m a d e  th at 
individu al ro ar w ith la u gh te r. T h e  ja ile r , how ever, 
was a  m an  accustom ed to dea l w ith em ergen cies. 
“  Y o u  n eed  n ot la u g h ,”  he sa id , “  e v e ry th in g  shall 
go on as b efore , a n d  I sh a ll take n o n otice o f  thc 
absen ce o f  you r com panions. Y o u  are  now  num - 
b ers O n e to  Seven teen  inclusive, and y o u  stand 
ch arged  w ith  h ig h w a y  robb ery, fo rg ery , treason, 
sm u g g lin g , b arn -b u rn in g, b rib ery , p o a ch in g , usu- 
ry , p ira cy , w itch cfa ft, assault a n d  battery, using
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false w eights and m easures, b u rg lary , counterfeit- 
ing, robb ing hen-roosts, con sp iracy, and poisoning 
)'Our grandm othcr b y  proxy. 1, in tended to -d ay  to 
drcss the con victs in  prison ga rb , and y o u  sh all 
im m ediately b e  so  c io th e d .”

“  I shall require seven teen  su its ,”  sa id  th e Jolly- 
cum-pop.

“ Y e s ,”  said the ja iler , “ th e y  sh all b e  fur- 
nished.”

“ A n d  seventeen rations a  d a y ,”  sa id  th e Jolly- 
cum-pop.

“  C erta in ly ,”  rep lied  th e ja jler.
“ T h is  is lu x u ry ,”  ro ared  th e Jolly-cum -pop. 

“  I shall spend m y  w hole tim e in e a tin g  and p u ttin g 
on clean c lo th es.”

Seventeen la rg e  prison suits w ere n ow  b rou gh t 
to the Jolly-cum -pop, H e  p u t one on a n d  h u n g  
up the rest in  h is ce ll. T h e se  su its w ere h a lf  
bright yellow  and h a lf  b r ig h t green , w ith  spots o f 
bright red, as b ig  as sauccrs.

T h e  ja ile r  now  h a d  doors cu t from  one c e ll to 
another. “  I f  th e P oten tate  com es h ere  and w ants 
to look at the prisoners,”  h e  said  to th e Jolly-cum - 
pop, “ you  m ust a p p ea r in c e ll n u m b er O n e, so 
that h e  can  lo ok  th ro u gh  th e h o le  in th e door, and 
see y o u ; then, as h e  w alks a lo n g  th e com d or, 
you m ust w alk  th ro u gh  th e cells, a n d  w h en ever he 
looks into a  ce ll, y o u  m ust b e  th ere .”

“  H e w ill th in k ,”  m errily  rep lied  th e Jolly-cum - 
pop, “ th at a ll you r p rison ers are  v e ry  fat, and 
that the little  girls h ave  grow n  u p  into b ig  m e n .”

“  1 will endeavor co exp lain  th a t,”  said th e jailer. 
F o r several days th e Jo lly-cu m -p o p  w as h ig h ly  

amused at the id ea  o f  h is b e in g  seven teen  crim i­
náis, and h e  w ould sit first in  one cell a n d  then  in 
another, try in g  to lo ok  like a  ferocious pirate, a 
liard-hearted usurer, o r a  m ean-sp irited  chicken  
thief, and la u g h in g  h eartily  at h is failures. B ut, 
after a  tim e, h e  b e g a n  to tire o f  this, a n d  to have 
a strong desire to see w h at so rt o f  a  tunnel the 
Prince’s  m iners a n d  rock-sp litters w ere m a k in g  
under his house. “ I h a d  h o p e d ,”  h e  sa id  to h im ­
self, “  that I should  pine aw ay  in confinem ent, and 
so be able to get th ro u gh  th e w in dow -b ars; but 
with nothing to do, and seven teen  rations a  day , I 
see no hope o f  th at. B u t  I m u st g e t  ou t o f  this 
jail, and, as there seem s no oth er w a y , I w ill re- 
volt.”  T hereup on  h e  sh ou ted  to th e ja ile r  through 
the hole in th e door o f  h is c c l l : “ W e  h ave  re- 
volted ! W e  h ave  risen in  a  body, and h ave deter- 
inined to resist you r au th ority , and b re a k  j a i l ! ”  

W hen the ja ile r  h ea rd  th is, h e  w as greatly  
troubled. “ D o n ot p roceed  to v io len ce ,”  h e  said; 
“ le t US parlev'.”

“ V ery  w e íl,”  replied th e Jolly-cum -pop, “ but 
you must open th e cell door. W e  can not parley 
through a  h o le ,”

T h e  ja ile r  thereupon o p en ed  th e c e ll door, and 
th e Jolly-cum -pop, h a v in g  w rap p ed  sixteen suits 
o f  clothes aroun d h is left arm  as a  sh ield , and 
h o ld in g  in h is r ig h t h a n d  the iron b a r  w hich had 
b een  cut from  his window, stepp ed  b o ld ly  in to the 
corridor, a n d  confronted th e ja ile r  a n d  his m yr- 
m idons.

“ It w ill be useless for you  to  resist,”  h e  said, 
“  Y o u  are  b u t four, and w e are  seventeen. I f  y o u  
h a d  been  wise yo u  w ould h ave  m ade u s a ll cheat- 
in g  shop-kcepers, ch ick en  th ieves, o r usurcrs. T h e n  
y o u  m ig h t h ave  been  ab le  to control u s ; b u t w hen 
you  see before yo u  a  desperate h igh w aym a n , a 
d a rin g  sm u ggler, a  b lood -th irsty  pirate, a  w ily  
p oacher, a  pow erful ruffian, a  reckless b u rg lar, a  
b o ld  conspirator, a n d  a  m u rderer b y  proxy, you 
w ell m a y  trem b le .”

T h e  ja ile r  a n d  his m yrm idons lo ok ed  at each  
oth er in  dism ay.

“  W e  sig h  fur no b lo o d ,”  con tin ued th e Jolly- 
cum -pop, “ and w ill rea d ily  agree  to term s. W e  

.w iil g ive  yo u  y o u r ch o lee : W il l  y o u  allow  u s to
hon orably surrender, and p eaccfu lly  disperse to 
ou r hom es, o r sh all w e ru sh  u pon  you in a  body, 
and, a fter overp ow ering y o u  b y  n um bers, set fire 
to th e ja i l ,  a n d  escap e th ro u gh  the c ra c k lin g  tim - 
b e rs  o f  th e b u rn in g  p ile  ? ”

T h e  ja ile r  reflected  for a  m inute, “  I t  w ould  be 
better, p erh a p s,”  h e  said, “ th at yo u  should  sur­
ren der and disperse to you r hornos.”

T h e  Jolly-cum -pop a g re e d  to th ese term s, and 
th e grea t gate  b e in g  opened, h e  m arch ed  ou t in 
good  order. “ N o w ,”  said  h e  to h im self, “ the 
th in g  for m e-tó do is  to g e t  h om e as fast as I can , 
o r th at ja ile r  m a y  ch a n g e  his m in d .”  B u t, b e in g  
in a  great h u riy , h e  turn ed th e w ron g w ay, and 
w a lk ed  ra p id ly  in to a  cou n try  unkn ow n  to him . 
H is w a lk  w as a  v e iy  m erry  one. “  B y  this tim e ,”  
h e  said  to him self, “ the P r in ce  and his follow crs 
h ave  return ed to m y  house, a n d  are  tired o f  w atch- 
in g  th e rock-splitters and m iners. H ow  am used 
th e y  w ill b e  w hen th e y  see m e return  in this gay  
su it o f  groen and yellow , w ith red  spots, and with 
sixteen  sim ilar suits u pon  m y  arm  ! H ow  m y  own 
d ogs w ill b a rk  a t  m e ! A n d  ho w  m y  own servants 
w on t 4tn ow  m e ! It is th e funniest th in g  I ever 
k n ew  o f ! ”  A n d  h is g a y  la u g h  ech o ed  far and 
w ide. B u t w h en  h e  had go n e  several m iles w ith­
o u t seein g  a n y  sign s o f his h abitation , h is ga yety  
abated. “  It w ould h ave  been  m u ch b e tte r ,”  he 
said, as h e  sa t dow n to  rest u n d er th e  shade o f  a  
trcc , “ i f  I h a d  b ro u gh t w ith  m e sixteen  rations 
in stead  o f  these sixteen  suits o f  c lo th e s.”  A s  he 
said th is, h e  h ea rd  six  sm all la u gh s, w hich seem ed 
to b e  n ear him , and, lo o k in g  arou n d, h e  perceived 
in a  little  pathw ay, w hich passed u nder th e trees, 
six  p igw idgeon s, each  ca rry in g  fi\’e  little  earthen
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p ots, one on th e h ead , one u n d er each  arm , and 
o n e  in each  han d . A s  h e  lo o k e d  a t  th em , the 
p ots on th e h ead s o f  th e p igw id geo n s w ere so 
sh aken  b y  th e la u g h te r  o f  th e little  creatures, th at 
e ve ry  one o f  them  fe ll to  th e grou nd , a n d  was 
b rok en  to pieces.

“  N ow , th e n ,"  cried  one o f  th e  p igw idgeon s, 
“  see  w h at yo u  h ave  m ade us do ! T h e  id ea  o f  a 
m an  w earin g  su ch  cloth es as those yo u  h ave  on, 
and h a v in g  besid es s ixtecn  oth er suits o f  th e sam e 
k in d , is so  rid icu lou s th at w e  cou ld  n o t h e lp  la u g h ­
in g . A n d  now  e a ch  o f  us h as broken  a  p ot.” 

“ W h a t  do you  w an t with so m an y little  p ots?  ” 
ask ed  th e Jolly-cum -pop.

“ E a c h  o f  u s,”  answ ered th e p igw id geon , “ has 
five forty-secon ds o f  a  p oun d o f  b u tter, 
w h ich  w e  w ish to p ot dow n for th e w in- -i ' 
ter. W e  h a v e  h a d  th ese butter-pots 
m ade, e a ch  o f  w h ich  h o ld s a  forty- 
secon d o f  a  pound, and 
n ow  six  o f  them  are b ro­
ken. It is too b a d  I ”

“  W h e re  is you r but­
t e r ? ”  ask ed  th e Jolly- 
cum -p op .

“ I t i s i n a c o o l  j- 
sp rin g, n ear

1 w ill rép ay yo u  w ith  tw o pounds o f  th e b e st butter. 
T h is  w ill save  y o u  th e trou ble  o f  k e e p in g  it th rough 
th e sum m er, a n d  yp u  w ill p ro fit b y  th e b a rg a in .” 

T h e  p igw idgeon s a g re e d  to th is p la n , a n d  con- 
d u cted  th e  Jo lly-cum -p op  to the 
sp rin g, w here h e  found th e 
p iece  o f  n ice fresh butter.
“ I h a v e  been  to ld ,” 
sa id  h e , “  th at 
a  h u n g ry

h e re ,”  sa id  the 
p  i g  w i d  g e o n ,
“  and w rap p ed  . 
in la rg e  green  
leaves, b u t we
w ish ed  to p ot it dow n before th e v e ry  h ot
w eath er cam c on. A n d n o w , a la s  ”

“  D o  n ot rep in o ,”  in terru p ted  th e Jol- 
ly-cu m -p o p . “  1 w ill m ak e yo u  a  prop­
osition. I am  very  h u n g ry , and must 
have  so m eth in g  to  eat. G iv e  m e you r b u tter, 
and i f  you. w ill com e to m y  house in th e autum n.

“ T H E  J O L L Y .C l l M .P n P  K A E C H E D  O U T  I H  C O O D  O R D E B . "

w ould c a t b rea d  w ithout b u tter , and I suppose the 
ru le  w ill w o rk  b o th  w a y s.”  A n d , thereupon , h e  ate'
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the butter. “  I t  is  n ot a  ru le ,"  h e  said, w hen h e  
had finished, “ th at I w ould  care  abou t follow ing 
very often, b u t there is  a  grea t d ea l o f  nutrim en t 
in butter, and I  w ill n ot co m p la in .”

“  W h ere  is you r house ? ”  a sk e d  a  p igw idgeon . 
“ T h a t  is w h at T  a m  try in g  to find o u t,”  he 

answered. “  B u t o f  on c th in g  I am  c e r ta in ; it  is 
not a  d ay ’s jo u rn e y  from  th e prison w here you  
sawed out the w indow -bars. Inquire for th e Jolly- 
cum-pop and all w ill b e  r ig h t .”

“ V ery  w e ll,”  sa id  th e p igw id geon s, “ w e sh all 
find y o u .”  A n d  th e y  dep arted , c a c h  ca rry in g  four 
little butter-pots-

T h e  Jolly-cum -pop n ow  set ou t a g a in , b u t he 
walked a  lo n g  d istance w ithout seein g  a n y  person 
or any house. T o w a rd  th e cióse o f  th e afternoon 
he stopped, and, lo o k in g  b a c k , h e  saw  co m in g  to­
ward h im  a  la rg e  p a rty  o f  foot travelers. Irj a  few 
m om cnts, h e  p erceived  th a t th e person  in advance 
was the jailer. A t  th is th e  Jo lly-cum -p op  could 
not restrain h is m errim ent. “ H o w  co m ica lly  it 
has a ll turned o u t ! ”  h e  excla im ed. “  H ere  I ’ve 
taken a ll this trou ble, and tired  m y s e lf  out, and 
caten b u tter w ith o u t bread , and th e ja ile r  com es 
now, w ith  a  crow d o f  people, and takes m e back. I 
m ight as w ell h ave  staid  w here I was. H a  ! h a  ! ” 

T h e  ja ile r  n ow  le ft h is p a rty  and carne ru n n in g  
toward the Jo lly-cum -p op . “  I p ray  you, s ir ,”  he 
said, bow in g very  low , “  do n ot cast us off.”

“ W h o  are yo u  a l l ? ”  ask ed  th e Jolly-cum -pop, 
lookin g w ith  m u ch surprise at th e  ja ile r ’s com p an ­
ions, who w ere n ow  quite near.

“  W e  are m yself, m y  th ree  m yrm idons, and 
our w ives and children. O u r situations w ere such 
good oncs th at w e m arried  lo n g  a g o , a n d  our 
families lived in th e u p p er stories o f  th e prison. 
B u t when all th e con victs h a d  le ft w e w ere afraid 
to rem ain, for, sh ou ld  th e P o ten tate  a g a in  visit 
the prison, h e  w ould b e  disap p oin ted  a n d  en raged  
at finding no prisoners, and w ould , probably, 
punisli US grievously. S o  ive d cterm in ed  to follow 
you, and to a sk  yo u  to  le t  us go w ith  y o u , w here- 
ever you are go ing. ! w rote a  report, w h ich  I ' 
fastened to th e grea t gate , a n d  in it  1 stated th at 
sixteen o f  the con victs escap ed  b y  th e a id  o f  out­
side confedérales, a n d  th at seven teen  o f  them  
mutinied in a  b o d y  a n d  brok e ja i l .”

“ T h a t rep ort,”  la u g h e d  th e Jolly-cum -pop,
“  your P oten tate  will n ot rea d ily  u n d crsta n d .”

“  I f  I w ere th ere ,”  sa id  th e ja ile r , “ ‘1 could ex- 
plain it to h im ; bu t, as it is, h e  m u st w o rk  it out 
for him self.”

“ H ave you  a n y th in g  to eat with y o u ?  " a s k e d  
the Jolly-cum -pop.

“ O h, y e s ,”  said th e ja ile r , “ w e b ro u g h t pro­
visions.”

“ W ell, th en , I g la d ly  ta k e  yo u  u nder m y pi-o-

tection. L e t  us h ave  supper. I have had n oth in g  
to e a t  sin ce  m o rn in g b u t th irty  forty-secon ds o f  a  
p óun d o f  b u tter .”

T h e  Jo lly-cum -p op  a n d  h is com panions slept 
th a t n ig h t u n d er som e trees, a n d  started  o ff early 
th e n ex t m orning. “ I f  I  cou ld  o.nly g e t  m y se lf 
turned in th e p ro p er d irectio n ,”  sa id  he, “ I b e ­
lieve  w e should  soon re a ch  m y  h o u se .”

T h e  P rince, h is courtiers, th e bo ys a n d  girls, the 
cou rse-m arker, and the m ap -m aker w o rk ed  indus- 
triou sly  fo r several d a ys at th e foundation  o f  their 
c ity . T h e y  d u g  th e grou nd , th e y  carried  stones, 
th cy  cu t dow n trees. T h is  w ork w as v e ry  h ard  for 
a ll o f  th em , fo t th e y  w crc n ot used to it. A fte r  a 
few  d a ys' labor, th e  P rin ce  said  to th e m an with the 
red  beard , who was read in g  h is b o o k : “ I th ink 
w e h ave  n ow  form ed a  nucleus. A n y  one can  see 
th at this is in tended to b e  a  c ity .”

“ N o ,”  said the m an, sh a d in g  his th ough tfiil 
brow  w ith a  green  u m brella , “ n othin g is tru ly  a  
n ucleus u n til so m eth in g  is gath ered  aroun d it. 
P roceed  w ith  you r w ork, w hile I continué m y 
studies u pon  civil go vern m en t.”

T o w a rd  th e d o se  o f  th at d ay the red-bearded 
m an ra ised  h is eyes from  his b o ok  and b eh eld  the 
Jolly-cum -pop a n d  h is p a rty  ap p roach in g. “  H ur- 
r a h ! ”  h e  cried , “ w e are a lread y  attractin g  set- 
tlers ! ”  A n d  h e  w en t forth to m eet them .

W h e n  the P rin ce  and th e  courtiers saw  th e Jolly- 
cum -pop in h is b righ t a n d  v a rie g a te d  dress, they 
did  n ot kn ow  h im ; b u t th e boys a n d  g ir ls  soon 
recogn izcd  his jo v ia l face, and, tired  as th e y  w ere, 
th e y  set u p  a  h e a rty  lau gh , in w h ich  th e y  w ere 
lo u d ly  jo in e d  b y  th eir in erry  friend. W h ile  the 
Jolly-cuin -pop w as listen in g  to th e adventures o f 
th e P rince a n d  h is com panions, a n d  te liin g  w hat 
h a d  h a p p en ed  to  him self, the m an w ith the 
th o u g h tfu l brow  w as ta lk in g  to th e ja ile r  and his 
p a rty , and u rg in g  th em  to ga th er around the 
n ucleus w hich h a d  been  here form ed, and help  
to b u ild  a  cit)'.

“ N o th in g  w ill su it u s b e tter ,”  excla im ed  the 
ja iler , “ and th e sooner wc b u ild  a  town wall so as 
to k e ep  o ff  th e P o ten tate, i f  h e  should  com e this 
w ay, th e  b e tter  sh all sve b e  satisfied.”

T h e  n ex t m orn in g, th e P rince said  to th e red- 
beard ed  m a n : “  O thers h ave  gath ered  around us. 
W e h a v e  form ed a  nucleus, a n d  th us h ave  done a ll 
th at w e  p rom ised to do. W e  sh a ll n ow  d e p a rt.” 

T h e  m an  ob jected  stro n g ly  to  th is, b u t the 
P rin ce  p a id  no atten tion  to his words. “ W h a t 
trou bles m e m o st,”  h e  said  to th e  Jolly-cum -pop, 
“  is th e d isgracefu l condition o f  ou r clothes. T h e y  
h a v e  been  so torn  and so iled  d u rin g  ou r unaccus- 
tom ed w ork th at th ey  are not fit to  b e  se e n .” '

“  A s  for th a t,”  said th e Jo lly-cu m -p o p , “  I h ave  
sixteen  suits w ith m e, in w h ich  y o u  can  a ll dress,
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i f  yo u  lik e . T h e y  are o f  unu su al p atterns, b u t they 
are  n ew  and c le a n .”

“  It is b e tte r ,”  said th e P rin ce , “  for persons in 
m y  station  to a p p ea r inordinately g a y  th an  to be 
seen in  ra g s  a n d  d irt. W e  w ill a ccep t y o u r c loth es.” 

T h e re u p o n , th e P rin ce  and e a ch  o f  th e  others 
put on  a  prison dress o f  b r ig h t green  a n d  yellow , 
w ith la rg e  red  spots. T h e re  w ere som e garm ents 
le ft  over, fo r each  b o y  wore on ly  a  pair o f  trousers 
w ith  th e w aistband tied  around liis n eck , and 
h oles cu t for h is a r m s ; w h ile  th e la rg e  jack ets, 
w ith  th e sleeves tu ck e d , m ade very  good  dresses 
for th e girls. T h e  P rin ce  a n d  h is p a rty , accom ­
p anied b y  th e Jo lly-cum -p op , now  le ft th e red- 
b e a rd e d  m an  and h is n ew  settlers to con tin ué the 
b u ild in g  o f  th e c ity , a n d  se t o ff  anew  on their jou r- 
n ey . T h e  cou rse-m arker h a d  n ot been  inform ed 
th e n igh t before th at th ey  w ere to g o  a w a y  th at 
m o rn in g, a n d  co n sequ en tly  did  n ot se t his instru­
m en t b y  th e stars.

“  A s  w e do n o t k n ow  in w h ich  w ay w e should 
g o ,”  sa id  th e P rin ce , “ on e  w ay  w ill b e  a s  g o o d  as 
an o th er, and i f  w e can  find a  ro ad  le t  us take i t ; 

it  w ill b e  easier w a lk in g .”
In  an h o u r o r tw o  th e y  found a  ro ad  a n d  th ey  

to o k  it- A fte r  jo u rn c y in g  th e grea te r p a rt o f  the 
d a y , th e y  rea ch ed  th e top o f  a  lo w  h ill, over w hich 
th e  ro ad  ran, a n d  saw  b efore  them  a  g litte rin g  sea 
a n d  th e spires a n d  houses o f  a  city.

“ I t  is th e c ity  o f  Y a n ,"  sa id  th e course-m arker. 
“ T h a t  is  tru e ,”  sa id  th e  P r in c e ;  “ and as we 

a re  so  n ear, w e  m ay as w ell go th e re ."
T h e  astonishm ent o f  th e peop le  o f  Y a n , w hen 

th is p a rty , dressed in  b righ t green  a n d  yellow , 
w ith red  spots, passed th ro u gh  th cir  streets, was 
so  grea t th a t th e Jo lly-cum -p op  roared w ith  la u g h ­
ter. T h is  set th e  b o y s and girls a n d  a ll th e  peo­
p le  la u g h in g , a n d  th e sounds o f  m errim ent becam e

so u p roarious th a t w h en  th ey  rea ch ed  th e palace 
th e K in g  carne ou t to see w h at w as th e m atter. 
W h a t  h e  th o u gh t w h en  h e  saw  his n ep h ew  in 
h is fantastic guise, accom p an ied  b y  w h at seem ed 
to b e  sixteen oth er lu natics, can  n o t n ow  b e  k n o w n ; 
bu t, a fter h ea rin g  th e  P r in ce ’s  ^5tory, h e  to o k  him  
into an  in n er apartm ent, a n d  th us addressed h i m ; 
“  M y  d ear H a ssak  : T h e  n ex t tim e you  p a y  m e a 
visit, I b e g  th at, for you r sake a n d  m y  ow n, you  
w ill com e in th e o id in a ry  w ay. Y o u  h a v e  suffi- 
d e n t ly  show n to th e w orld  th at, w h en  a  Prince 
desires to travcl, it  is often  n ecessary  for h im  to 
g o  ou t o f  h is w ay on  a cco u n t o f  o b stacles.”

“ M y  dear ú n e le ,”  rep lied  H assak, “  y o u r words 
sh all n ot b e  fo rg o tten .”

A fte r  a  p leasan t v isit o f  a  few  w eeks, th e Prince 
and h is  p a rty  (in new  cloth es) return ed (b y  sea) to 
Ito b y, w h en ce th e Jo lly-cu m -p o p  soon repaired to 
h is  ho m e. T h e re  h e  found th e m iners a n d  rock- 
sp litters still a t  w o rk  a t  th e tun nel, w hich had now 
penetrated h a lf-w ay  th ro u gh  th e h ill on w hich 
stood  h is  house. “  Y o u  m a y  g o  h o m e ,”  h e  said, 
“  for th e P rin ce  h a s  ch a n g e d  h is p lans. 1 w ill put 
a  door to this tu n n el, a n d  it  w ill m a k e  a  splendid 
ce lla r in  w h ich  to  k eep  m y  w in e and provision s.” 

W h e n  th e p igw id geon s carne to see h im  in  the 
autu m n , h e  to o k  from  th is ce lla r tw o p ou n ds of 
b u tte r  a n d  a  la rg e  com b o f  hon ey, a n d  ga ve  it to 
th em , at w hich th ey  w ere g rea tly  d e ligh ted , al­
th ou gh  th ey  h a d  to m ak e several jo u rn ey s to 

carry  it  hom e.
T h e  d a y  a fter th e P r in ce ’s return  his m ap-m aker 

said tb h i m : “  Y o u r  H igh n ess, acco rd in g  to your
com m an ds I m ade, each  d a y , a  m ap  o f  y o u r p io- 
gress to th e c ity  o f  Y a n . H e re  it is .”

T h e  P rin ce  g la n cc d  a t  it  a n d  then  h e  cast his 
e yes u pon  th e  floor. “ L e a v e  m e ,”  h e  said. “ 1 

w ould  b e  a lon e.”
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T H E  T W O  P U S S I É S .

B y  P h i l . R o b in s o n .
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B y  C h a r l e s  D u d l e y  W a r n e r .

IDDINÜ good -bye to m y  fam ily , I 
started  one fine m o rn in g  on  a 
jo u rn e y  in a  ho rse-ra ilw ay car. 
P eo p le  b e g in  jo u rn ey s nowaxiays 
w ith litt le  prep aration  a n d  on 
s lig h t resou rces, a n d  th in k  no 
m ore o f  travel across a  grea t city 
a n d  into th e suburbs th an  th ey  
form erly  did  o f  a  tour aroun d the 

garden.
T o  a  person n o t m u ch accus- 

tom ed to travel, th ere  is  a  m ild 
excitem en t in g e ttin g  on  b o ard  o f  
a  stre e t-car; it  is  in  th e n ature of 
an  adven tu re. T h e  ro a r o f  the 
w h eels in th e iron track , th e ch cer- 

fu l j in g lin g  o f  th e b e lls , th e effort to  a ttract the 
atten tion  o f  th e driver, w ho, w ith  one h a n d  on the 
b rak e  a n d  th e o th e r con tro llin g  h is  ficry  steeds, is 
a lw ays lo o k in g  for a  b e la te d  a n d  h u rry in g  passen- 
g e r  up th e w ron g S treet; th e sca n t cou rtesy  o f  the 
conductor, w ho w atch es, w ith  h is h a n d  on th e bell- 
pu ll, th e p la cin g  o f  y o u r foot on th e  step  in order 
to g ive  yo u  th e little  sh o ck  n ecessary  to  settle  you r 
id eas —  this m ere g e ttin g  on b o ard  h as its p leasin g 
anxieties a n d  surprises. A n d  th en  th ere  is  alw ays 
th e curiosity  as to y o u r fellow -passengers, a n d  the 
a d va n ta g e  in stu d y in g  ch a ra cter in  a v e h ic le  where 
p eo p le  u su ally  th in k  it  u n n ecessary  to co n cea l their 
rea l n atures. 1 h ave  n oticed  th a t the first-com ers 
in  a  car seem  to th in k  th c y  h a v e  a  sort o f  property 
in  it, and th c y  resen t w ith  a  stare o f  surprise the 
entrance o f  th e last-com er as i f  h is r ig h t  to a  seat 
d e p e n d e d  u pon  th eir cou rtesy. In  no oth er con- 
v e y a n c e , I th in k , does one so  p erfectly  realizo ho w  
q u eer peop le  are. N ow h ere  else, p erh ap s, is ugli- 
ncss a n d  o d d ity  a n d  e ccen tricity  in dress su ch  an 
offense. A n d  th en  th e p assen gers, u g ly  a s  they

m a y  b e , are so in differen t to  y o u r  opinión. I t  is 
so m eth in g  am azing, th e  co n ceit o f  u g ly  people.

T h e  ca r  w h ich  I en tered  w as n ea rly  fu ll— n o car 
is ever full. It w as one o f  th e sh ort cars called 
b y  th e  ligh t-m in d e d  “ b o b -ta iled ,”  h a v in g  one 
horse a n d  no con du ctor —  one o f  th e con trivan ces 
th at p resum es u pon  th e  h o n esty  o f  every b o d y  
excep t th e driver. T h e  c a r  w as d ir ty ; b u t as this 
is th e on ly  d ir ty  lin e  in  th e U n ite d  S ta tes  it  w ould 
b e  ill-n a tu red  to m ention  its  ñ am e a n d  c i t y ;  b e ­
sides, it  is u n n ecessary  to d o  so, as n o d o ub t m ost 
o f  m y  readers h ave  been on  it. 1 w as in terested 
in  stu d y in g  th e  le ge n d s in  E n g lish  a n d  G erm án  
p osted  above th e w indow s. T h e y  re la te d , m ostly, 
to diseases and th e b e n efit o f  soap  ap p lied . T h e re  
w ere a lso  directions abou t n eg o tia tin g  w ith  the 
driver for ch a n g e , a n d  one, m a n y  tim es rep eated , 
a n d  w ritten  over th e farc-b ox b y  th e door, requested 
th e p a sscn ger to “  p u t th e  e x a ct fare in  th e  b o x .” 
T h is  le g e n d  a lw ays a n n oys m e  b y  its narrow ness 
and p e tty  dictation. O ften  I d o  n ot feel lik e  b e in g  
bo u n d  b y  th is iron ’ ru le ;  som etim es I w ould  like 
to  put in m ore, som etim es less, th an  th e e x a ct five 
cents. B u t no a llow an ce is m a d e  for different 
m oods a n d  var>-ing fin an cia l conditions. 1 often 
w on d er i f  th is ru le  is fou nd cd  on  re a l ju s tic e  in the 
bosom  o f  th e co m p a n y , a n d  w h eth e r it  w ould  be 
as anxious to seek  out th e tra v e le r  w ho sh ou ld  b y  
ch an ce overp a y  a n d  restorc th e excess, a s  it is to 
follow  h im  w h en  h e  p u ts in too little . I f  th is is 
n o t th e m e a n in g  o f  “  e x a c t ,”  th en  th e  co m p a n y  is 
m ore  anxious to m ak e m on ey th a n  to do ju stice . 
I  d o  n o t su p p ose  th is is  so, b u t th ere  is  o n e  sus­
picious th in g  abou t a  h o rse-car. T h e  floor is som e­
tim es a  gratin g , a n d  straw  is sp read  on this, so 
th at i f  th e p assen ger, w h o is often  n ervous and 
o b lig e d  to pass h is fare from  h a n d  to h a n d  to the 
b o x , le ts  it drop  in th e straw , h e  n ev e r can  find it.
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T his plan  o f  a  d o u b le  floor is adopted in the 
United States M in t, and th e sw eep in gs o f  the 
gold am ount to a  con sid erab le  sum . 1 w onder if  
the sw eepings o f  th e horse-cars g o  to th e driver, 
or ifth e  com pany 
collect them  in 
order to put them  
in the nearest 
“  poor-box.”

T h e  ca r  in 
which I had tak­
en passage did  
not differ from 
others in any o f  
the above re- 
spects. T h e  pas- 
sengers seem ed 
to have self-se- 
Iccted them selves 
w ith  the usual re­
gará  to variety  
and th e difficu lty 
of fittin g  th em ­
selves and their 
baskets a n d  p a ck a g e s in to th e se a ts— so m an y peo­
ple start to  travel in th e h orse-car as i f  th ey  expected 
to have all th e ro om  to  th em selves, a n d  a  good  m any 
do have it, in p oin t o f  fact. B u t I  h a d  n ot been 
seated lon g, le ttin g  th e directions a b o u t th e  farc 
run around in m y  brain  w ith  their d readful and 
idiotic iteration  (I w on d er h o w  lo n g  a  person 
could k eep  sane i f  h e  w ere sh u t up in  a  horse-car, 
com pelled to read these le g e n d s ; for h e  alw ays is 
com pelled to read  th em , how ever w ell h e  know s 
them ),— I h a d  n ot b e e n  sea ted  lo n g  w h en  I noticed 

.a  new le ge n d  p osted  o v e r th e fare-box. It r e a d :

NO  F A R E  T A K E N  T H A T  H A S  N O T  B E E N  E A R N E D .

A n d  then  I saw, stan d in g  b y  th e box, an  ofRcial 
whom I h a d  n ever seen  in a  ca r  before. I k n ew  he 
was an  official, n ot from  a n y  b a d g e  ífc  w ore, b u t 
from his unm istakable official air. H e  w as a  slender, 
polite y o u n g  fellow , w ith  coo l g r a y  e yes, a  resolute 
nose, and a  m o u th  Ihat den oted firm ness, tein- 
pered b y  an  e n g a g in g  sm ile. I sh ou ld  th in k  th at a  
locom otive e n g in e e r w ho w as a  m em b er o f  the 
Y o u n g  M en ’s C h ristian  A ssociation  m ig h t lo o k  as 
he did.

1 w ondered w h at th e y o u n g  m an  w as stationed 
there fo r; b u t h is office b ecam e a p p aren t w hen 
the first p assen ger step p ed  forw ard to deposic h is 
exact fare in the b o x ; h e  w as to enforce th e new  
regu lation — “ N o  fare tak en  th at h as n ot been 
earned.”  It stru ck  m e a s a n  odd stan d  fo r a  
com pany to ta k e  ; b u t I h ave  for som e tim e been 
convinced th at th ese grea t corporations, w h ich  are 
called m onopolies, are  m o ral and b en evolen t asso-

ciations in  disguise, seek in g  to c levate  th e condition 
o f  th eir fellow-rrien, a n d  stu d y in g  devices for the 
p u blic  good  th at w ill k e ep  dow n dividends. I 
go t this id e a  from  th e recen t exam in ation s o f  the 
ra ilw a y  and te legra p h  m agn ates b y  th e S en ate  
C om m ittee.

T h e  first person  w h o w eat forw ard to deposit 
h e r  fare w as a  b righ t-faced  sch ool-girl. S h e  ev i­
d en tly  h a d  n o t reaÜ th e new  le g e n d ,—  since, in our 
d a y , sch ool-ch ildren  are ta u g h t n ot ,to observe 
a n y th in g  ou tside o f  th cir text-books,-—  and she was 
surprised w hen th e a tten dan t at th e b o x  arrested 
h e r  han d  and a s k e d :

“  D id  you  carn  th a t five  cents ? ”
T h e  g ir l started, b u t q u ick ly  recovered h e r  pres­

en ce  o f  m in d, a n d  r e p lie d ;
“  Y es) sir ; I  earned it b y  go in g  w ith o u t butter, 

to g e t  m oney to sen d  to th e p oor h e a th e n .”
T h e  official lo ok ed  surprised, b u t ask ed  k in d ly ; 
“ W h y  don ’ t y o u  g ive  it  to th e h eath en , then, 

instead o f  sp en d in g it  to ride abou t the. c ity  ? "
“  O h ,”  said  th e little  girl, w ith th at lo g ica l readi- 

ness w h ich  distin gu ish es th e A m e rican  w om an at 
th e  ten d erest a g e ,— “  oh, I did  n ’t eat so m u ch 
m ore b u tter th an  M oth er exp ected , th at I earned 
m ore  th a n  en o u g h  for th e heath en , a n d  I have 
som e for m y se lf.”

T h is  rea lly  in genious re p ly  puzzled the y o u n g  
m an  fo r a  m o m en t; but h e  sh oo k  h is h ead , and 
said  th a t th is w a y  o f  m a k in g . profit o u t* o f self- 
sacrífice  u nder th e  guise o f  ben evolen ce  would
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h a v e  a . b a d  effect on th e ch aracter in  th e lo n g  
run. S h e w as n o d o ub t a  n ice g ir l, b u t she 
w ould h ave to w a lk  th e rest o f  th e  w ay, for the 
co m p a n y cou ld  n ot th in k  o f  ta k in g  m o n ey  that 
m ig h t, a t  th e final d ay , b e  cla im ed  b y  th e heathen. 
Sh e g o t out, w ith a  little  ruffled  m anner, a n d  I 
w atch ed  h e r  m ak e her w ay stra igh t to a  cand)'- 
shop.

T h e  n ext person  w ho step p ed  u p  to th e b o x  was 
one o f  th e m o st p leasin g  m en  w e m eet in m od- 
e rn  society, n ea tly  dressed, w ith  a  frank, open, 
iin ab ash ed  face, a  h e a rty  m an ner, and an insin- 
u a tin g  sm ile. W ith  a  con fidcn t air, born  o f  lo n g  
im p u n ity  in a  p atien t com m un ity , w ith o u t con- 
d e sce n d in g  to lo ok  a t  th e bo x-k eep er, h e  p u t out 
his h a n d  tow ard th e box.

“ E x cu se  m e ,”  said th e k cep er, “ h o w  d id  you 

■earn i t ? ”
“ E a in  i t ? ”  rep eated  th e m an , in  im p erturb­

a b le  good  hum or. “ A s  c ve ry b o d y  earns m oney 
n o w a d a y s— b y  ta lk in g . B y  p ersu ad in g peop le  to 
lo o k  ou t for th eir ow n in te re sts ; b y  sh o w in g  the 
u n certa in ty  o f  life , tlie  p ro b ab ility  o f  accidents, 
a n d  th e n ecessity  o f  p ro vid in g  for th e fam ily . A re  
y o u  in su re d ? ”

“ Y e s ;  I b e lie ve  in Insurance. I t  is th e prac­
tic a l b en evolen t institution o f  th e cen tu ry. It 
cou n teracts th e n atural iin p iov id en ce  o f  hum an 
n ature. Y o u rs  is  a  noble profession. Insurance 
is  a  little  d ear, h o w ever. N ow , th ere  ’s you r dia- 
m o n d  pin . I t  is orn am en tal, b u t to m e  it  repre- 
sen ts too h ig h  a  p ercen ta ge  on th e insured. I ’v e ' 
g o t  a  b ig  insurance, b u t I suppose yo u  m ak e m ore 
in  one y ear th an  m y  fam ily  w ill get a t  m y  death 
o n  th e sav in gs o f  a  lifc-tim e. I don ’ t d oub t you 
ta lk  en o u g h  to e a m  y o u r m o n ey, b u t I ’m  o b liged  
to  consider th e tim e o f oth er peop le  y o u  consum e, 
in ta lk in g , a s  an  offset; and y o u r accou n t w ith the 
w orld  is a lread y  overdraw n. I sh all save some- 
b o d y ’s tim e to -d ay  i f  I com p el you to w a lk  the 
rcm ain d er o f  y o u r jo u rn e y .”

T h is  w as m ost su rp risin g ta lk  from  a  horse-car 
officia l, and I saw  th a t th e p assen gers b e g a n  to 
lo o k  u n easy  a t  it.

T h e  n ext one w ho g o t up w as, I saw  b y  his 
dress a n d  m an ner, an  e asy -g o in g  farm er. T h e  
official, w ho ap p eared  to k n ow  all abou t every- 
b o d y  at a  g la n ce , and to  h ave  th e pow er o f  com - 
p e llin g  th e e x a ct truth from  everyb od y, at once 
said  :

“ O h ! yo u  h ave  a  farm  in  th e suburbs. D o  you  
w o rk  at it  y o u r s e lf? ”

“ W e ll,  I sorter lo ok  a fter th in gs, and p a y  the 

h a n d s.”
“  H ow  m u ch tim e -do y o u  sp en d at th e store 

a n d  th e post-office, ta lk in g ? ”
“  O h ! 1 h ave  to b e  aroun d to k eep  w atch  o f  the

m ark ets a n d  see w h at ’s g o in g  on. Sh e  a in t no 
h a n d  to do bu sin ess.”

“  W h o  m akes th e b u tter a n d  cheese ? ”
“ S h e does th a t.”
“ W h o  cooks for th e h ired m e n ? ”
“ O f  cou rse, sh e  co o k s.”
“ A n d  does th e w asb in g, I suppose, a n d  the 

house-w ork  gen era lly , a n d  sew s in  the evening, 
and looks after th e  children. D o n ’t y o u  th in k  she 
earns m ost o f  th e m o n ey  ? ”

• “  I n ever lo ok ed  at it  in th at lig h t. It ’s m y  farm. 
S h e  n ever com p la in s.”

“  I daré s a y  not. B u t y o u  g o  h o m e, a n d  le t  her 
com e a n d  ride in th e h o rse-car for a  c h a n g e .”

A s  th e farm er go t ou t, lo o k in g  a  little  sheepish, 
a  sm artly  dressed y o u n g  fellow  stepp ed  forw ard

a n d  offered h is  fare. H e  w as stop p ed  b y  th e sharp 
q u e stio n :

“  W h e re  d id  y o u  g e t  th at five c e n ts ? "
“  G o t it o f  th e go v ’n er.”
“  A n d  th e go vern o r i s  ”
“  H e ’ s a  c a rp c n te r.”
“  A n d  a  good  o n e , I h e a r.”
“  Y o u  bet. It ’s a  coid  d a y  w h en  h e ge ts  left 

on a  jo b .”
“  A n d  yo u  are in school, I see. A r e  y o u  in the 

h ig h  s c h o o l? ”
“ N o ;  I d id  n ’t p a ss .”
“ I th o u gh t so. Y o u  h ave  n ’t  tim e for study.
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1 ’ve seen yo u  aroun d th e  streets a t  n ig h t with 
other y o u n g  hoodium s. D o  y o u  w o rk  w ith  your 
father, out o f  s c h o o l? ”

“ N o tm u ch .
See here, oíd 
fellow, you 
know how  it 
i s ; a  fellow  ’s 
got to p lay  
lawn tennis, 
and see a ll 
the base-ball 
m atches, and 
go to the races 
and the min- 
strels, w ith  th e 
other fellows, 
else h e  aint 
now here.”

“ Y o u  are 
right, m y  boy.
Y o u  are a 
product o f 
y o u ra gc. B u t 
in future you 
’ ll have to yfí/y 
walk to these 
shows, sD far 
as this com ­
pany is con cern ed.”  T h e  fellow  g o t dow n. A s  h e  
stepped on  th e sidew alk  h e  ga ve  a  lo n g , shrill 
whistie, and was a t  once jo in e d  b y  an oth er fellow

o f  l ik e  nature, 
a n d  th e  tw o 
lo a fe d  a lo n g  u p  
t h e  S tre e t, s ta r- 
i n g  in  a t th e  
s h o p  - 'W indow s, 
a n d  o g l i n g  a li 
th e  g ir ls  th c y  
m e t.

T h e  passen- 
g e r s b y th is  tim e 
seem ed a  lit­
tle  re lu cta n t to 
com e forw ard, 
but th e driv- 
er’s b e ll jin g le d  
sh a rp ly , a n d  a 
ra th er p retty  
y o u n g  wom an, 
w ith a ca re-w o rn  
face, tim idly  of­
fered  her m o n ­
ey. T h e re  w as a  

look o f  com passion on th e  official’s  face  th at I had 
not seen before as h e  ask ed  h e r  occupation .

“ I m ak e sh irts, s ir ,”  she said, in a  low  voice, 
“ for s ix  cen ts ap iece.”

“  P oor t h m g ! ”  said th e official. “  Y o u  ’ve over- 
earned you r m o n e y ; b u t som ehow  th e ru le  o f  the 
com p an y does n’ t seem  to a p p ly  to y o u . I f  I had 
m y  w ay, yo u  should  ride a ll d a y  for n oth in g. It ’ s 
a  grea t sham e. I ’v e  h a lf  a  m in d — it ’s  m onstrous 
th a t h a lf  you r d a ily  earnin gs sh ou ld  g o  for car­
iare. A h  ! th ose ear-rings m ust h a v e  cost you  at 
least tw en ty-five cents each. A n d  yet, it ’s  a  n at­
u ra l v an ity . A  wom an m ust h ave  so m eth in g  to 
sw eeten life. N o , 1 can  n ot ta k e  you r fa r e ; but 
y o u  s it  still. I  ’ ll refer y o u r case to th e co m p a n y .”  

A  gen tlem an  w hom  I had been  n oticin g  for 
som e tim e, a n d  who re g a rd ed  th ese proceedings 
w ith  an  am used  air, now  to ok  h is turn. H e  was 
past m iddle 
life , h a d  a 
p r o s p c r o u s ,  
se lf-co n te n t- 
ed, w ell-fed  
a p p e a r a n c e , 
a n d  seem ed, 
a s  h e  stepped 
forw ard, in 
n o d o ub t o f  
h is position 
or o f  th e re­
ce ip t o f  his 
fare. B u t he 
w as stopped, 
a ll th e sam e.

“  H ow  did 
you  g e t  you r 
m o n ey ? ”

“ 1 inher- 
ited  i t . ”

“ A n d  y o u  
h ave  never, 
in a ll you r 
life, perform - 
ed  a  sin gle  
h o u r 'sre a l la­
b o r  b y  w hich 

y o u  added  to 
th e p roductiven ess o f  th e w orld, or earn ed  a  cen t?  
Y o u  n ee d  n ot answ er. I kn ow  you  h ave  n ’ t. Y o u  
are  a  fortún ate  m an. Y o u  w ill b e  fortún ate u ntil 
yon are  com pelled  to accou nt for you r tim e and 
op p ortun ity . M ost m en w ould  lik e  to change 
p laces w ith  you, and I confess th at 1 should. I 
resp ect you . S till, you  m ust see for y o u rse lf  th at 
th is p a rticu lar car is no p lace  for y o u .”

W h ile  this con versation  w as g o in g  on, a  j ’o u n g  
m an w ho h a d  been  stan din g , h o ld in g  on to a 
strap , w ith a  n on ch alan t air, lo ok ed  aroun d to see 
i f  th e exit w as clear. 1 d id  n ot w on d er at his

Ayuntamiento de Madrid



stan d in g , for h is p anta- 
loon s w ere so tig h t th at 
h e  cou ld  n ot sit down.
H is  w aist w as draw n in, 
h is  fashionable coat was 
p added, to g ive  him  
sq u are  shoulders, h is 
h ig h  co lla r k ep t his 
n ose in  th e air, h is h a ir 
was b a n g e d , a n d  he 
wore a  h ig h , sh in y  h a t 
a n d  carried  a  short 
cañe. H e b e lo n g ed  to 
a  species th at h as been 
v e r y  conspicuous la te ly .
H e slip p ed  th ro u gh  the
door and d isap p eared  as th e b c ll  ra n g  to le t ou t th e  in- 
heritor. I t  w as th e on ly  sensible th in g  th a t e ve r I kn ew  
one o f  h is c lass do ; a n d  h is action  proved  to m e th at any 
one o f  h is  tribc, as one o f h is  friends said  o f  th c  lato E n g ­
lish  m alo L ily , is n o t su ch  a  fool as h e  p reten d s to be. 
W ith  him  also  slip p ed  ou t three o r four others —  a  w cll- 
k n ow n  b ro k e r, an  op erator in flour a n d  p o rk , an a ge n t for 
th e S o c ic ty  foi- th e A m elio ratio n  o f  th e C on d ition  o f  thc 
Jew s, a n d  a  seed y -lo o k in g  m an  w hose b rea th  ga ve  a  spir- 
itu al tone to  tb e  car, and w hom  I h a d  n ever seen  active 
a t  a n y  o th e r tim e th an  in an  e léctio n  cam p aign .

T h e  ca r  w as p retty  w e ll th in ned  ou t b y  this tim e. T h e  
b c l l  ra n g  sh arp ly  for th e delin quen ts. A  th ick-set m an, 
who m ig h t h ave  been  ta k e n  for a  philosop her, i f  the 
m an n er in  w hich h e  sa i, w ith  h is k n ees draw n to geth er 
and h is feet spread ap art, h a d  n o l betrayed  h is occiipa- 
tion as a  sh oem aker, aróse a n d  ap p roach ed  the official. 
T h e  la tte r  m ere ly  looked a t  him  w ith  a  quizzical cxpres- 
sion, and th en  lifte d  up one foot a n d  tu rn ed  up th e  solé 
o f  h is  boot. T h e  leath er w as sp o n g y  a n d  w orn into 
holes, a n d  th e tops w ere  crack e d  in  three places.

“ T h is  is y o u r w o rk ,”  sa id  th e official. “ I h ave  to 
w ear th ese. becau se  th e  new  ones you  p rom ised w eek 
before last h a v e  n ot com e h o m e .”

T h e  sh oem ak er w en t ou t w ithout a  w o rd , and another 
m ech an ic  step p ed  up. E v e ry b o d y  kn ow s h im , in his 
w o rk in g  garh , w ith  h is w ell-to-do air a n d  h is a grecab le  
m anner. T h e  w hole o f  ou r m odern civilization  rests on 
him . H is ñ am e is often er in ou r m ouths th an  “  m ala­
r ia ."  S o m e e x p e rts  th in k  th at h e  is  th e  cau se o f  m alaria, 
w h ile  others h o ld  th a t m a laria  o r ig in a ted  him .

“ W h e re  are  y o u  g o i n g ? ”  ask ed  
th e officia l, b lan d iy .

“ B a c k  to th e sh op. ! ’v e  go t a  
jo b  on th e  h ill.”

“ A n d  I d aré  sa y  y o u  are go in g  
b a c k  to get a  tool yo u  forgot in the 
m o rn in g .”

“ Y e s .”
“  A n d  yo u  ’l l  c h a rg e  for th e tim e 

g o in g  for th e forgotten  tool, and 
you r fare b a c k  and forth. Y o u r  in- 
n o cen t forgetfu ln ess is c o stin g  the
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com m unity too m u ch . T h is  com p an y can  n ot be 
longer a  p a rty  to  'it .”

T h ere  was n ijw  le ft  in  th e car o n ly  th e seam - 
strcss, w ho w as rid in g  on sufferance, a  w om an  w ith 

a  b ig  basket, 
apparentlycon- 
ta in ing som c- 
body’s “  wash- 
in g ,”  and m y ­
self, I  was 
curious to see 
how the official 
would treat the 
washcrwoinan.
It is n ot alw ays 
convenient to 
ride with a  lo t 
o f  clothes-bas- 
kets and m ar- 
ket-baskcts (I 
forgot to m en- 
tion th at a 
gaudily dressed 
w om an with a 
poodle-doghad 
descended at 
the tim e th e 
“ d u d e ”  es­
caped), b u t i f  
any one earns 
her m o n ey, I 
said to m yself, 
it m ust be th is 
poor w asherw om an. T h e  official seem ed  to  b e  o f  
m y Opinión. H e w as abou t to receive  the farc 
whon a  th o u gh t stru ck  him . H e  lifted  the cloth 
that covered th e cloth es a n d  exp o sed  them  to view. 
T h e  sigh t w as too p a in fu lly  fam iliar. T h e  d irt had 
been soaked and iron ed  in to th e  lin en . T h e  shirt- 
bosom s w ere streak ed  w ith  iron-rust. T h e  tender- 
hearted official sigh ed , and th e p oor w om an took 
up her b a sk e t and w en t h e r  painftil way- A la s  ! 
where are w e to lo o k  for v irtu e in  th is w orld  ?

It was now  m y  turn. I w as disposed to depai-t 
without any p arley, b u t tlie  official, w ho knew

h o w  lo n g  I h a d  been  rid ing, cried  out, “ F are, 
p ic a s e ."  1 offered th e five cents to th e box.

“ Y o u  are so m eth in g  in th e pen  lin e, }  th in k ? ” 
“ N o th in g  v ery  rem u n erative,”  1 rep lied , with 

assum ed indifference. “ I d o  n ot w rite d clu d in g  
advertisem en ts 
for th e news- 
p ap ers.”

“  T r u c ; bu t 
there is a  p op ­
u lar notion that 
you r cop yrigh t 
is a  hinderan ce 
to th e  diffusion 
o f  kn ow led ge.
1 don ’t  share 
th is notion as 
to a n y th in g y o u  
write, so  w e will 
lo t th at point 
pass. Is there 
any oth er w ay 
in w h ich  you 
can  accou n t for 
th is five-cent 
p iece as fairly 
e a r n e d ? ”

“ W e ll ,”  I 
said, “  I th ink 
I h a v e  earned 
it b y  refrain in g 
from  rid in g  in  th e hoi-se-cars. 1 u su ally  w a lk .” 

“ Y o u r  reason is in gen io u s: it is even  p laus­
ib le ,”  h e  replied. “  I  even  th in k  yo u  are r ig h t in 
p rin cip ie. B u t in the interest o f  the com p an y I 
can  not adm it it. W h a t  w ould b ecom e o f  th e horse- 
cars, if  peop le  should  find th e use o f  th eir legs 
a gain  a n d  w alk  a s  th ey  did  b efore  horse-cai-s were 
in ven tad? N o , sir; you stan d  in  th e w ay o f  c iv ili­
zation. S a v in g  is n ot earn in g  in th ese d a y s .”

A s  the car jo lted  on its w ay,—  it is torture to 
ride over ou r r o u g h ly la id  track ,— 1 stop p ed  for a 
m om en t a n d  reflected  upon th e w him sical conduct 
o f  th is car com p an y. I f  its  test w ere gen era lly  
a p p lied , w h at w ould becom e o f  ou r civilization ?
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The little angels, maiden dear, I trow 
Are just as dainty and as fair as thou;
O n ly, to us it  is n ot ever given
To see them when they fly to earth from heaven.
B u t if  th ou  dost n ot y e t, d e a r m aiden , kn ow  
W h e re  little  a n g els  lo ve  to  dw ell below ,
W h e n  th ey  com e dow n to earth  from  h eaven 's  bow ers, 
l ’l l  te ü  thee w here th c y  l iv e — ’t is in th e flowers.
A  tin y  ten t e a ch  o p en in g b lossom  is,
Some Hule ángel chose it out for his,
T h a t  h e  m ig h t rest th ere  from  his w and erin gs 
E re  heaven w ard  a g a in  h e  spreads h is wings.
He takes much thought about his dwelling, too —
A y , ju s t  as m u ch as lo w ly  m ortals do.
H e  d ecks it out on every  side w ith care,
T h a t  so h e  m a y  w ith  p leasure lin g e r there.
H e  fetches sun beam s b r ig h tly  g litterin g ,
And makes his roof a golden covering.
H e  fetches radian t colors, one and a ll.
A n d  p aints h is tiny d w ellin g ’s in n er w all.
W ith  blossom -m eal h e  b a k e s celestia l broad,
Lcst he on earth should be an hungeréd.
H e brew s h is  d rin k  from  fresh and sp a rk lin g  dew.
A n d  k eep s h is house a s  w e ll as I o r you.
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T h e  flow er is h a p p y  w h en  th is m a ster m akes 
So grea t a  stir w ith in  and brew s a n d  bakes. 
A n d  w h en  th e á n g e l flies to h eaven  again ,
T h e  little  house falls ru in cd , a ll for pain.
A n d  so, i f  th ou  a rt fain , O m aid cn  dear,
T b  h ave  th e little  a n gels eve r near,
T h e n  k eep  am id th e flowers, and there w ill be 
S om e little  á n g e l a lw ays g u ard in g  thee.
B efore th y w indow  le t a  flow cret b lo om  —
N o evil th o u gh t m a y  pass into th y  ro o m ;
A  k n ot o f  flowers upon th y  bosom  b c a r  —
A n  á n g e l sh a ll g o  w ith th ee  e ve ryw h ere; 
W a te r  a  lily -sp ra y  at m o rn in g -ü g h t—
A ll  d ay th ou  sh aít rem ain  a s  lily -w h ic e ;
A t  n igh t, le t  roses gu ard  th y  sleep in g  h c a d —  
A n g e ls  sh all ro ck  th ee  on  a  rose-strewn bed. 
N o drcam  o f  evil m ay b roo d  over thee,
F o r  little  a n g els  cióse w ill cover thee.
A n d  w h en  th e y  suffer dreatns to en ter there, 
S u ch  dream s w ill su re ly  a ll b e  good  a n d  fair. 
A n d  if, w h ile  gu ard ed  safcly  th us th ou  art, 
T h o u  d rcam est o f  th e lo ve  o f  som e true heart, 
T h e n  th in k  th at it  m u st go o d  and faith fu l be, 
O r a n gels h a d  n ot le t  it in to  thee.
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NE o£ th e m o st in- 
te re s tin g o fE n g lish
h ígh w ay s is th e oíd 
coach ro ad  from  
L o n d o n  to Ports- 
m outh. Its in terest 
is in part due to the 
ch a rm in g  scenen- 
thruugh w hich it 
m n s, b u t as m u ch 
to m em ories o f  a 
b y-go n e  tim e. One 
tráv elin g  th is  road 
a t  th e p resent d ay 

m ig h t w ell deem  it lonely, as th ere  w hl b e  m e t on 
it  on ly  the liveried  e q u ip a g e  o f  som e lo ca l m a g ­
n ate, th e m ore u n p retcn tious turn-out o f  cou ntry 
do ctor o r parson, w ith  h ere  and th ere  a  lu m b erin g  
farm  w agó n , o r th e  farm er h im self in h is sm art tw o- 
w h eeled  “ tra p ,” on th e w a y to  a n c ig h b o rin g m a rk e t.

H o w  d ifferen t it w as h a lf  a  cen tu ry  a go , when 
a lo n g  th is sam e h ig h w a y  fifty  four-horse stages 
w ere “  to o le d ”  to  a n d  fro from  É n g la n d ’s m etróp ­
olis to  h e r  c h ie f  sea-p o rt tow n, to p -h eavy with 
fares —  often  a  noisy crow d o f  jo v ia l Jack-tars, jiist 
o f f  a  cruise a n d  m a k in g  L o n d o n w ard , or w ith  faces 
s e t  for P ortsm outh, once m ore to brea st th é billows 
a n d  b ra v e  th e d a n gers o f  th e deep  ! M a n y  a  naval 
officer o f  ñ am e and faine historie, su ch  as th e R o d - 
n eys , C och ran cs, C o llin g w oo d s, a n d  C od rin gton s,
 even  N ile ’s h ero  h im self,— h as been  w hirled
a lo n g  this o íd  highw ay.

A l l  th at is o v e r now , and lo n g  h a s  been. T o ­
d ay th e iron horse, w ith  its ra tt lin g  train , carries

su ch  travelers b y  a  differen t ro u te — th e screech  of 
its  w histle b e in g  ju s t  audib le  to w ayfarcrs on the 
oíd ro ad , as in m o ck e ry  o f  th eir craw lin g  pace. 
O f  its an cien t glories th ere  rem ain  o n ly  th e  splendid 
cau scw ay, s till k e p t 'in  rep air, a n d  th e in n s  encount- 
c re d  at sh ort.d istances a p art, m a n y  o f  th em  once 
g ran d  hostelries. T h e y , how ever, are  n ot in re- 
p a ir; instead, a lto g eth e r o u t o f  it. T h e ir  walls 
are  crack e d  a n d  cru m b lin g  to ru in s, th e am pie 
court-yards are grass-grow n, and th e stab les em pty, 
o r occup ied  on ly  b y  h a lf  a  dozen c lu m sy  cart- 
h o rs e s ; w h ile  o f  h u irá n  k in d  m o vin g  aroun d will 
b e  a  lo ut ó r tw o in sm ock-frocks, w h ere  gaudily 
dressed postilions, booted a n d  spurred , w ith  natty 
ostlers in  sleeved  w aistcoats, tig h t-fittin g  breeches, 
a n d  gaiters on ce  ru led  the roast.

A m o n g  oth er an c ie n t la n d m a rk s on th is now 
littie-used  h ig h w a y  is one o f  d a rk  a n d  tragic 
im port. B ey o n d  th e tow n o f  P etersfie ld , going 
southw ard , th e ro ad  w inds up a  lo n g  steep  ridge 
o f  c h a lk  form ation — th e “  S ou th d ow n s,”  which 
h ave  given  th cir  n am c to  th e  celeb rated  breed of 
sh eep . N e a r th e su m m it is a  crater-lik c  depres- 
sion, several h u n d red  fee t i a  d ep th , around whose 
rim  th e cau sew ay is carried  —  a  d a rk  a n d  dismal 
h o le , so  w cird  o f aspect a s  to h ave  earn ed  for it 
th e ap p ella tio n  o f  th e “  D e v il’s P u n ch  B ow l."  
H u m an  a g c n c y  h as further con trib u ted  to the ap- 
pi'opriatencss o f  th e title. B y  tb e  sid e  o f  th e road, 
ju st w here it  turns aroun d th e u p p er e d g e  o f  the 
hollow , is a  m on olith ic  m on um en t, record in g  the 
trag ic  fate o f  a  sa ilo r w ho w as th ere  m urdered 
a n d  h is dead  b o d y  flu n g  in to th e “  B o w l.”  The 
inscription further States th at ju stice  ovcrtook  his 
m u rd erers, w ho w ere h a n g e d  on  th e self-sam e spot, 

th e scene o f  th eir crim e.

It is a  m o rn in g in th e m onth o f  Ju n e, th e hour a 
little  a fter day-b reak . A  w hite fo g  is  over the land

• C o p y r i g h t ,  18 8 3 , b y  T h e  C e n t u r y  C o , A H  r i g h t s  r e s c r v e d .
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of South H am p sh ire  —  so w h ite  th at it m ig h t be 
taken for snow. T h e  resem bian ce  is  in creased b y  
the fact o f  its b e in g  b u t a  la y cr, so losv.that . th e 
crests o f  tlíe  h ills and trcc-tops o f  cop ses. ap p ear 
as islets in th e ocean , w ith  sh d rcs . w elí defined,
though consta^ tly  sh iftin g.. F o t; in  tr u th ,.i t  is the 
effect of. a  m irage, a  phen om en on  aúgh t! b u t rare  
in the reg ió n  o f  t h e  Southdo'wh's. ' '

T h e you th  w h ó is .w en d in g  h is w a y .u p  th e  slope 
leading to th e D e v il’s 'P u n c h  B o w l tak és no note 
o fth is  ¡Ilusión o f  n ature. B u t h e  i s j io t  unobserv-' 
:int o f  the fo g  its e lf;  indeed, h e  .seem sip lea sed  at 
having it arou n d -h im , as th o u g h  it  a fford cd con-i 
cealment from  pursuers; S óm e evid en cc o f  this 
m ight b e  ga th ered  from  his ho w  and. th en  x a s tin g  
suspicious g lan ces rearw ard  a n d  a t  in tervais stop- 
p ing to listen. N e ith e r  se e in g  ñ or h c a rin g  a n yth in g, 
however, h e  con tin úes up th e  h ill in a  b risk  w alk, 
thougli ap p aren tly  w eary. T h á t  h e  is  tired  can  be 
told b y  his s ittin g  dow n  on a  b a n k  b y .th e  road- 
side, as soon as h e  rcaChes th e su m in it, evid en tly  
tü rest him self. W h a t  h e  carries cou ld  no,t b e  the 
cause o fh is  fa tig u e — o n ly  a  sraall b u n d le  d o n c u p  in 
a silk  handkerchief- M ore lik e ly  it com es from  his 
iramp alon g th e  h ard  road, th c  th ick  d u st ovcr his 
clothes sh ow in g th at h e  h a s  b e e n  on  it  fo r hours.

Now, h ig h  up th c  r id g e , w h ere  th e fo g  is but 
a  thin film, th e  so litary  w ayfarer can  b e  b etter 
observcd, a n d  a  glfcnce a t  h is  face forbids a ll 
thought o f  h is b e in g  a  ru n aw a y  from  ju stice . Its 
expression is  open , fran k , a n d  m a n ly ; w h atever o f  
fear there iS in it  certa in ly  can  n ot b e  due to a n y  
consciousness o f  crim e.. I t  is a  han dsom e face, 
moreover, fram ed in a  profusión  o f  b lo n d e  hair, 
'vhich falls cu rlin g  p ast ch e ek s o f  ru d d y  liue. A n  
air o f  ru sticity  in th e cu t o f  h is c lo th es w ould 
l)ospeak him  cou n try  b rcd , p ro b a b ly  th e son  o f  a  
farmer. A n d  ju s t  th at is h e , h is fath er b e in g  a  
yeom an-farm cr n ea r G o d a lm in g , som e th irty  m iles 
back a lo n g  th e ro ad . W h y  th c  you th  is so  far from  
lióme a t  this e a r ly  hour, a n d  afoot,— w h y  those un- 
casy g lan ces over th c  sh ou ldcr, as i f  h e  w ere  an 
cscaping co n vict,—  m a y  b e  ga th ered  from  som e 
words o f  so liloquy h a lf  sp o k en  alou d  b y  h im , w hile 
resting on  th e b a n k s :

“  I hope th e y  w ont m iss m e b efore  breakfast- 
tiine. B y  then  I o u gh t to b e  in P ortsm outh, and 
if I ’v e  the lu ck  to g e t  ap p ren ticed  on bo ard  a  
ship, I ’l l  take p recious good  care  n o t to show, m y ­
self on shore t i ll  sh e  ’s off. B u t, su re ly , F ath e r 
wont th in k  o f  fo llo w in g  th is w ay —  n ot a  b it  o f  it. 
The oíd w a go n er w ill te ll h im  w h at I sa id  abou t 
going to L o n d o n , a n d  th at ’ll th row  him  o ff tlic 
scent c o m p le te ly .”

T h e  sm ile th a t accom p an ied  th e  last w ords is 
rcplaced b y  a  g rav er lo ok , w ith  a  touch  o f  sadness 
in the tone o f  h is v o ic e  as h e  continúes :

VOL. X I  I I ,

“ P oor, dear M other, and S is E m ’l y !  I t ’l l  go 
h ard  w ith  th em  for a  b it, griev in g. B u t th e y  ’ll 
soon g e t  over it. ’T  is n ’t lik e  I was le a v in g  them  
riever tó 'coiné back. B esides, w o n t I w rite M other 
a  létter.soo n  as 1 ’m 'sure o f  g c tt in g  safe off? ”

A  sh ort in tcrval o f  silen t rcfiectio ii, .an d  then  
follow w ords o f a  self-ju stify in g n a tu re ;

“ H o w  cou ld  I h e lp  it?  F a th e r  w ould  insist on 
m y  b e in g  a  farm er, th o u g h  h e  know s ho w  I hate  
it. O n c clod-hop p ér in th é fam ily  ’s quite e n o u g h ; 
a n d  brother D ic k  ’s  the m an  for t i ia t . . A s  the 
so n g  says, ‘ L e t  rae g o  p lo u gb in g  th e se a .’ Y e s , 
th ou gh : 1 ;  should  :never .rise :ab'ove b e in g , a ' com - 
ínon saiior.. : W h o . ’s  happLcr than the- joliy. Jack- 
tar ? H e  sees th e w orld, a n y  w ay, w h ich  is b e tter  
th an  tü liv é  a ll on é ’s  life, w ith h e a d .d o w n , d e ly in g  
ditches. B u t a  com m on  sa ilo r— no f  M ayh e 1 ’ll 
com e hom e, in three or four. years, w ith  g o ld  but- 
tons on m y  ja c k e t  a n d  a  g litte rin g  band arou n d  the 
rim  o f  m y  cap . A y ,- a n d  w ith  p ock ets fu ll o f  
g o ld  coin  ! W h o  k n o w s?. T h e n  w on t M oth er be 
p róud ó f  m e, and little  E m , to o? ”  . : . . .

B y  th is  tim e, th e u p riscn su n  h as d isp elled  th e last 
lin g e rin g  throads o fm is t, a n d  H e n ry .C h e ste r (such 
is  th e  y o u th ’s ñ am e) pérceives, fo t  th e first tim e, 
th a t h e  h as been  sittin g  b esid é  a  ta ll co lu m n  o f 
stone. A s  th e m em orial ta b lé t is r ig h t before his 
e yes, and h e  fea d s the in scrip tion  on it, a gain  
com es a  sh adow  over his counten ance. M ay  n ot 
th e fa te  o f  th a t unfortunate sailor. b e  a  forecást 
o f  h is ow n ? W h y  sh ou ld  it b e  revea led  to  h im  
ju s t  th en  ? Is it  a  w arn in g  o f  w h at is  b efore  him , 
w ith  reproach for h is treach ery  to th ose le ft  beh in d ?  
P ro b ab ly , a t  th a t v e ry  m om en t, an  a n g ry  father, 
a  m o th er and sister in tears, a ll on  h is a c c o u n t!

F o r  a  tim e h e  stan ds hesitatin g, in h is m ind 
a  con flict o f  em otion s— a  stru g g le  betw een  filial 
affeccion and selfish desirc. T h u s  vvavering, a  
w ord w óuld decid e  h im  to tu rn  b a c k  for G o d a lm in g  
a n d  h o m e. B u t there is n o  one to sp eak  th at -word, 
w h ile  th e n ex t w ave o f  th o u gh t s iirg in g  upw ard 
bvin gs v iv id iy  b efore  h im  th e sea  w ith  a ll its won- 
ders —  a  v isión  too b righ t, too fascin atin g , to  b e  
resisted b y  a  b o y , esp ecia lly  one b ro u gh t up on a 
farm . S o  h e  no lo n g er hesitates, bu t, p ic k in g  up 
b is b u n d le , strides on tow ard Portsm outh.

A  fcw  h u n d red  p aces farth er u p, a n d  h e  is on 
th c  su m m it o f  th c  rid ge , th ere  to  b e h o ld  th e 
b e lt o f  lo w -ly in g  H am p sh ire  coastlan d, a n d  b eyon d  
it  th c  se a  itself, lik c  a  sh eet o f  b lu e  glass, spread- 
in g  ou t till m e t b y  th c  lig h tc r  b lu e  o f  th e sk y . It 
is his first lo o k  upon th c  ocean , b u t n o t th e la s t ;  
it can  su rely  now  cla im  him  for its own.

Soon after, an in cid en t occurs to  stren gth en  him  
in th e re s o lv e  h e h as taken. A t  th c  S o u th e rn  b a se  
o f  th e “ D o w n s,”  ly in g  a lon gsid e  th e  ro ad , is the 
p a rk  a n d  m ansión  o f  H orn dean . P a ss in g  its lo d g e
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ga te , h e  h as th e curiosity  to  a sk  w ho is th e ow ner o f 
s u c h a  gran d  p lace, and ge ts  for answ er, “ A d m ira ! 
S ir  C h a rle s  N a p ie r.”  *

“ M igh t n o t / s o m e  d a y  b e  an a d m lral ? ”  self- 
in terro ga tes H e n ry  C h ester, th e th o u g h t sen d in g  
ligh tn css  to h is h ea rt a n d  q u ick e n in g  h is steps in 
th e direction  o f  P ortsm outh.

C h a p t e r  II.

T H E  S T A R -S P A N G L E D  B A K N E R .

T h e  d o c k s  o f  P o rtsm o u th  are strik in g  n ine as 
Che yeom an  farin er’s son enters th e suburbs o f 
th e fam o u s sca-p ort. H e  lin g e rs  n o t th ere , b u t 
presses on  to  w h ere  h e  m a y  find th e sh ip s— “ b y  
th e H a rd , P o rtsea ,”  as h e  le arn s on  inquiry. 
P rese n tly , a  lo n g  Street op cn s b efore  h im , at 
w h ose farth er end  h e  descries a  forest o f  m asts, 
w ith  th eir n et-w o rk  o f  sp ars and r ig g in g , lik e  the 
w eb o f  a  g ig a n tic  spider- S h ip  h e  h a s  n ever seen 
before, save in  p ictu res o r m in iature m o d els ; bu t 
e ith er w ere  e n o u g h  for th eir identificatio'ñ,- a n d  the 
you th  kn ow s h e  is now  lo o ld n g  w ith  w a k in g  eyes at 
w h at h a s  so often ap p eared  to h im  in  dream s.

H a ste n in g  on, h e  sees scores o f  vessels ly in g  at 
a n ch o r o ff th e  H ard , th eir boats co m in g  a n d  g o ­
in g . B u t  th e y  are  m eh-of-w ar, h e  is to ld, and 
n ot th e  sort for h im . N o tw ith sta n d in g  h is ara- 
b itiou s h o p e  o f  one d a y  b e co m in g  a  n av al h cro , he 
does n o t qu ite  relish  th e  id e a  o f  b e in g  a  com m on 
sa ilo r — a t least, on  a  m an-of-w ar. I t  w ere  too 
lik e  e n listin g  in  th e a rm y  to se iv e  a s  a  private 
so ld ier — a  th in g  n ot to  b e  th o u g h t o f  b y  th e son 
o f  a  yeom an -farm er. B esid es, h e  h a s  h ea rd  o f 
h a rsh  d iscip lin e  on  w ar v esse ls, a n d  th a t th e n avy 
tar, w h en  in  a  foreign  p ort, is  p e n n itte d  to  see 
little  m ore o f  th e  cou n try  th a n  m a y  b e  view ed 
over th e ra il o r from  th e r ig g in g  o f  h is ship. 
A  m erch a n tm a n  is  th e craft h e  in clin es to, at 
le a s t to  m ak e a  b e g in n in g  w ith, esp e cia lly  one 
th at trad es from  p o rt to port, v is itin g  m an y la n d s ; 
for, in  tru th , h is le a n in g  tow ard  a  s e a - li fe  has 
m u ch  to d o  w ith  a  desire  to  see  the w orld and 
its w onders. A b o v e  a ll, w o u ld  a  w h aler b e  to h is 
fan cy , a s  a m o n g  th e m o st in terestin g  b o o k s o f  his 
re a d in g  h a v e  b e e n  som e th at d escribed  th e chase 
o f  “  L e v ia th a n ,”  a n d  h e  lo n g s to  ta k e  a  p a rt in  il. 
B u t  P o rtsm outh  is n ot th e  p lace  fo r w h a lin g  ves­
sels, n ot o n e  su ch  b e in g  th ere.

F o r  th e m erch an traen  h e  is  d irected to  their 
sp e c ia l h a v b o r ; and p ro ce e d in g  th ith er, h e  finds 
sev era l ly in g  a lon gsid e  th e w h arves, som e ta k in g  
in  ca rg o , som e d isch a rg in g  it, w ith tw o o r three

fu lly  fre igh ted  a n d  re a d y  to se t sail. T h e s e  last 
c laim  his attention  first, and, screw in g u p  courage, 
h e  boards on e, a n d  asks i f  h e  m a y  sp eak  with' her 
captain .

T h e  cap ta in  b e in g  p oin te (3 ou t to h im , h e  mod- 
estly  a n d  som ew'hat tim íd ly  malees k n o w n  his 
wishes. B u t  h e  m eets pnly w ith  an off-hand denial, 
cou ch ed  in w ords o f  sdant cou rtesy.

D iscon certed , th ou gh  n ot a t  a ll d iscouraged , he 
tries an o th er s h ip ; b u t w ith  n o b e tte r  success. 
T h e n  an oth er, a n d  an oth er, w ith l ik e  resu lt, until 
h e  h a s  b o ard e d  n e a rly  eve ry  v cs se l in  th e harbor 
h a v in g  a  g a n g -p la n k  out. S om e o f  th e skippevs 
receive  h im  even  ru d ely , a n d  one a lm o st brutally , 
sa y in g ;  “  W e  don ’t  w a n t lan d -lu bbers on  this 
craft. S o  cut a sh o re — q u i c k ! ”

H e n ry  C h e ste r ’s  hopes, h igh -tid e  at noon, etc 
n ig h t are dow n  to low est e b b ;  and g rea tly  hum ili- 
ated, h e  alm ost w ishes h im se lf  b a c k  on th e oíd 
farm stead b y  G o d a lm in g . H e  is even  a g a in  con- 
sid erin g  w h eth er it w ould n o t b e  b e tter  to g ive  it 
up a n d  go b a c k , w h en  h is e yes ch an ce lo  stray  to a 
f la g  on  w h o se  có rn er is a  c luster o f  stars on a  hluc 
grou nd , w ith  a  field  o f  re d  a n d  w h ite  b a n d s  alter- 
n atin g. i t  droop s over th e  taffra il o f  a  b a rk  of 
som e s ix  h u n d red  tons b u rd cn , and b e lo w  it  on 
h e r  stern  is lettered  “ T h e  C a ly p s o .”  D uring 
h is p eram bu lation s to a n d  fro, h e  h a s  m o re  than 
on ce  p a ssed  th is v e s s e l;  b u t,# h e  e n sign  n o t bein g 
E n g lish , h e  d id  n ot th in k  o f  b o a rd in g  her. Rc- 
fused  b y  so m a n y  skipp ers o f  h is ow n country, 
w h at ch a n ce  w ould th ere  b e  for h im  w ith  one of 
a  foreign  v esse l?  N o n e  w h atever, reasoned he. 
B u t  now , m ore in te llige n tíy  re flcctin g , h e  bethinks 
him  th a t th e b a rk , a fter a ll, is  n ot so m uch a 
foreign er, a  p asser-by h a v in g  to ld  h im  she is 
A m e ric a n ,— o r “ Y a n k e e ,”  as it  w as p u t,— and 
th e  fla g  she d isp lays is  th e fam ed “  Star-Sp an glcd  
B a n n e r .”

“  W e l l ,”  m u tters th e  ru n aw a y  to  him self, “  I ’H 
m ak e one m ore try . I f  th is on e, too, refuses me, 
th in g s w ill b e  no worse ; a n d  th e n — th en  — hom e, 

I su p p o se .”
. S a y in g  w h ich , h e  wallcs reso lu te ly  u p  th e sloping 

p la n k  a n d  steps on  bo ard  th e b a rk , to  repeat 
th ere  th e qu estion  h e  h a s  a lread y  ask ed  th at day 
for th e  tw en tieth  tim e — “ C a n  I sp e a k  w ith  the 

cap ta in  ? ”
“ ! guess n o t ,”  answ ers h e  to  w h om  it is ad­

dressed, a  slim  you tli w ho stands le a n in g  against 
th e capstan. “  L ea stw ay s, n o t now , 'cau se h e  ’s not 
ort bo ard . W h a t  m ig h t yo u  b e  w antin ’ , mister? 

M ay b e  I can  fix  it for y o u .”
T h o u g h  th e w ords are  cn co u ra g in g  and the tone

• The Sir Charlee Napier known to hiatory as the "h ero  ó f Si- Jean d 'A cre," bul better known lo sailors in ihe Bri.iah n a v y ^  
"  Oíd Sharpen Your Cuüasses! "  This quaint aoubriquet he obiained from an order issued b y  him when he commanded n tieet in tii 
BaJtic, anlicipAling an engag«in«nt wiih the Russíans.
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kindly, H enry C h ester h as little  hop es th at h e  can, 
the speaker b e in g  b u t a  b o y  him self. S till, he 
speaks in a  tone o f  auth ority , a n d  th ou gh  in sailor 
garb, it is n ot th at o f  a  com m on  deck-han d. H e 
is in his sh irt-sleeves, th e d a y  b e in g  w arm , b iit the 
shirt is o f  fine lin en , ruffled  at th e breast, a n d  gold- 
studded, w h ile  a  costly  P a n am a  h a t shades his 
som ewhat sallow  face from  th e sun. B esides, he 
is on th e qu arter-d eck, seem in g a t  h o m e there.

N otiiig  these d ctails, th e ap p lica n t tak es h eart to 
tell again h is oft-told ta le , a n d  aw ait th e rejoinder.

“ W e ll ,”  rcspon ds th e y o u n g  A m e rican , “  I ’m  
sorry I can ’ t g ive  y o u  an  answ er abou t th at, the 
C ap ’n, as 1 told y o u , n o t b e in g  aboard. H e  ’s  gone 
iishorc on som e C usto in -h o u se  business. B u t, ¡ f  
you lik e , you  can  com e a g a in  a n d  see  h im .”

“  1 w ould lik e  it m u c h ; w fien m ig h t 1 com e ? ” 
“ W ell, h e  m ig h t b e  b a c k  a n y  m inute. S till, 

it ’s unccrtain, a n d  y o u  ’d  b e tter  m ak e it  to-m orrow  
m orning; y o u  ’l l  b e  sure to find h im  on  bo ard  up 
lili noon, a n yh o w .”

T h o u gh  cou n try  born  a n d  bred , H cn ry  C h ester 
was too w ell-m annered to p ro lo n g  th e interview , 
especially a fter re ceiv in g  su ch  courteous tvcatm ent, 
the first show n him  th at d ay . So, b o w in g than ks, 
as well a s  sp e a k in g  th em , h e  retu rn s to th e wharf. 
B ut, still u nder th e influcn ce o f  gratitu d e, he 
glances b a c k  over th e  b a rk ’s counter, to see on 
her quarter-deck w h at intensifies h is desire  to be- 
come one o f  h e r  crew, A  fair v isión  it  is— a slip 
o f  a  girl, sw eet-faced  a n d  o f  g ra cefu l form , who 
has ju st com e ou t o f  th e cab in , and jo in e d  the 
youth b y  th e cap stan , to  a ll ap p earan ce  ask in g  
some question abou t C h e ste r  him self, a s  h e r  eyes 
are turned shorew ard after h im , A t  th e  sam e tim e, 
a  m iddle-aged, la d y -lik e  w om an  show s h e rse lf  at 
the h ead  o f  the com p an ion -stair a n d  seem s in­
terested iu  h im  also.

“ T h e  w om an  m ust b e  th e cap ta in ’s w ife and 
the girl h is d a u g h ter,”  surm ises th e E n g lish  youth, 
and correctly. “ B u t I n ever k n ew  th a t ladies 
lived on board sh ips, as th e y  seem  to b e  doing. 
A n  A m erican  fashion, I suppose. H ow  different 
fro:n a ll th e o th cr vessels I ’ve visited. C o m e b a ck  
t(i-morrow m o rn in g? N o , n o t a  b it  o f  i t ! I ’il 
hang about h ere, a n d  wait th e cap ta in ’s  return. 
That w ill I, i f  it b e  till m id n ig h t.”

So resolving, h e  lo o k s aroun d for a  p la ce  where 
he m ay rest him self. A fte r  h is  th irty  m iles’ trud ge 
along the k in g ’s h ig h w a y , w ith  qu ite  te n  m ore 
back and forth  on  th e w h arves, to sa y  n a u g h t o f  
the m any ships b o ard ed , h e  n eeds rest b a d ly . A  
pile o f tim bcr h ere, w ith  som e loose p la n k s a lo n g­
side it, offers th e th in g  ho is  in search  o f ;  and on 
the la tte r h e  seats h im self, le a n in g  h is  b a c k  
against the ho ard s in su ch  a  position  -as to be 
screened from  th e s ig h t o f  those on  th e b ark .

w h ile  h im se lf h a v in g  a  view  o f th e ap p roach es to 
h e r  gan g-p lan k .

F o r  a  tim e h e  k eep s in ten tly  on th e w atch , won- 
d e rin g  w h at sort o f  m an  th e “  C a ly p so ’s ”  captain  
m a y  b e , and w h ether h e  w ill recogn ize h im  am idst 
th e m o vin g throng. N o t lik e ly , sin ce  m ost o f  those 
p assin g b y  are  m en  o f  th e sea, as th cir  g a rb  beto- 
k ens. T h e re  are  sailors in b lu e  ja c k c ts  and 
trousers that are tig h t a t  th e hip a n d  loose around 
th e a n k les, w ith  straw -plaited or glazed hats, brigh t- 
ribboned, a n d  se t far b a c k  on the h ead  ; o th e r sca- 
m en in h e a v y  pilot-cloth coats and sou ’-w esters; 
s till others w ca rin g  G u ern sey  frock s a n d  worsted 
cap s, w ith lo n g  points droop ing dow n o v e r their 
ears. N ow , a  staid  n aval officer passes a lo n g  in 
go ld-laced  uniform , a n d  sw nrd slu n g  in b la c k  
leath crn  b d t ;  now, a  p a rty  o f  ro llick in g  m idship- 
m en, fu ll o f  rom p a n d  m ischief.

N o t a ll w h o p ass h im  are  E n g lis h ; tlicrc  are m en 
lo o se ly  lo b e d , a n d  w earin g turbans, w h om  h e takes 
to b e  T u rk s , o r E g y p tia n s, w hich th ey  are  ¡ others, 
also o f  O rien ta l aspect, in red  caps, w ith  h lu e  silk  
tasscls —  th e fez. In  short, h e  sees sailors o f  a ll 
nations a n d  colors, from  the blonde-com plcxioncd 
Sw ed e a n d  N o rw egia n  to th e a lm ost je t-b la ck  
n eg ro  from  A frica .

B u t w h ile  cn d ea vo rin g  to  gu ess th e  different 
nation alities, a  grou p  a t  Icn gth  p resen ts itse lf 
w h ich  puzzles hira. It is com posed o f  th ree  indi­
v id u á is— a  m an , b o y , and g ir l;  th eir respective 
a ge s b e in g  a b o u t tw enty-five, fifteen, a n d  ten. 
T h e  oldest (the m an) is  n ot m u ch above five feet 
in h cigh c, th e oth er two short in  proportion. A ll  
th ree, h o w ever, are  stout-bodied, broad-shouldered, 
a n d  w ith  h ead s o f  go o d ly  size; th e short, slender 
le gs  a lon e g iv in g  th em  a  squat, d im inu tive look. 
T h e ir  com plexión  is th at o f  o íd  m a lio g a n y ; hair 
stra igh t as n eedles, coarse a s  bristles, and crow- 
b la c k ; eyes o f  je t, ob liqu ed to  th e lin e  o f  th e nose, 
this th in  at th e bvidge, and depressed, w h ile  w id ely  
d ila ted  at th e n o s tr ils ; low  forcheads and retreat- 
in g  c h in s— su ch  are th e fcatu rcs o f  this sin gular 
trio. T h e  in an 's face is so m ew h at forbidding, 
th e b o y ’s less so, w h ile  th e cou nten ance o f  the 
g ir l h as a  p leasin g  expression, o r a t  least a  pict- 
uresqueness su ch  a s  is com m on iy  associated with 
gyp sies. W h a t  ch iefly  a ttracts Heni-y C h e ste r  to 
th em , h ow ever, w hile still fu rth er p erp lex in g  him  
as to th eir n ation ality, is th at a ll th ree  are 
attired  in th e ord in ary  w ay as oth er w ell-dressed 
peop le  in  th e  s(reets o f  P ortsm outh. T h e  m an 
a n d  b o y  w ear broadcloth  coats, ta ll “ ch im n ey- 
p o t”  h ats, a n d  p oiished boots ; w h ite  lin en  shirts, 
too, w ith  stan d in g  collars, a n d  s ilk  n c c k -t ic s ; 
th e b o y  so m ew h at fop p ish ly  tw irlin g  a  l ig h t  cañe 
h e  carries in  h is k id -g lo ved  han d . T h e  g ir l is 
dressed n e a tly  and b e co m in g ly  in a  gow n o f
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cotton  print, w ith  a  bright-colorccl sc a rf over her 
shoulders, a n d  a  b o n n e t on  h e r  h e a d , h e r  only 
adornm en t b e in g  a  n eck lace  o f  im itation  pearls 
a n d  a  r in g  or tw o on  h e r  fingers.

H e n ry  C h ester m ig h t n ot h ave  ta k e n  such par­
ticu lar n otice  o f  tlrcm  b u t th at, w h en  opposite 
h im , th e y  carne to  a  stand, th o u g h  n ot on his 
account. W h a t  h a lts  th em  is th e s ig h t o f  ih t  
starred  a n d  strip ed  fla g  on th e  “  C a ly p so ,”  which 
is e vid en tly  n o th in g  n ew  to th em , h ow ever rare  a  
v isitor in th e h a rb o r o f  P ortsm outh. A  circum - 
stan cc  th a t fu rth er surprises H en ry  is  to h e a r them  
converse a b o u t it in  h is  ow n ton gue.

“  L o o k , O cu sh lu  ! ”  excla im s th e m an , address- 
in g  th e girl. “ T b a t  th e sam e fla g  w e  often see 
in our ow n  cou n try  on rea l fisher sh ip .”

“ In d eed  s o — ju s t  sam e. Y o u  see , O ru n d e lico ? ” 
“ O h , y e s ,”  resp on ds th e b o y , w ith  a  careless 

toss o f  h e a d  and w ave o f  th e cañ e, as m u ch  as to 

say, “  W h a t  m atters it  ? ”
“ ’M erican  sh ip ,”  further observes th e m an.

“  T h e y  sp e a k  In g lis, sam e as p eo p le  h e r e .”
“ Y e s , E le p a ru ,” rcjoin s th e boy. “ T h a t  tru e ; 

b u t th ey  d ifferen t from  In g lism e n — n ot alw ays 
friends; som etim es th e y  enem ies and fight. Sailors 
te ll m e th a t w h en  w e w ere in th e b ig  w ar-sh ip .” 

“ W e ll,  it n o  b u sin css o f  ou rs.”  returns E le- 
p aru. “ C o m e . ’l o n g ! ”  S a y in g  w h ich , h e  leads 
off, th e others fo llo w in g ; a ll three at intervais 
u ttcrin g  e jaculatio n s o f  d e ligh te d  w onder, as ob- 
je c ts  n ovel and unknow n com e before th eir eyes.

E q u a lly  w onders th e E n g lish  y o u th  as to  w ho 
a n d  w h at th e y  m a y  be. S u ch  q u e er  specim ens o f 
h u m an ity  ! B u t n o t lo n g  does h e  p on d er upon it. 
U p  aU th e n igh t p reced in g  a n d  th ro u gh  all ffiat 
d ay , w ith  h is  m in d con stan tly  on  th e ra ck , h is tired 
fram e a t  le n g th  succum bs, and h e  falls asleep.

C h a p t e k  III.

PORTSMOUTH MUD-LARKS.

T H E  H am p sh ire  you th  sleeps so im d ly, dvcam ing 
o f  a  sh ip  m an ned b y  w om en , w ith  a  p retty , child- 
lik c  g i i i  a m o n g  th e crew . B u t h e  seem s scarccly  
to h a v e  closed  h is e yes b efore  h e  is aw ak en ed  b y  a  
c lam or o f  vo ices, sco ld in g  a n d  la u g h in g  in ja rrin g  
contrast. R u b b in g  h is e yes and lo o k in g  abou t 
h im , h e  sees th e  cau se o f th e  stra n g e  d istu rb an ce, 
w h ich  p ro cecd s from  som e ra g g e d  b o ys, o f  th e  class 
com m on ly  term ed “  w harf-rats ”  Xic “  ra u d -la rk s . ’ 
N ea rly  a  dozen are ga th ered  to geth er, a n d  it is 
th ey  w ho la u g h  ; th e a n g ry  vo ices com e from  
others, aroun d w hom  th e y  h a v e  form ed a  rin g 
and w h om  th e y  are  “  b a d g e r in g .”

S p rin g in g  u p o n -h is  feet, h e  huri-ics tow ard thc 
scene o f  cóntention, or w h atever it  m a y  b e  ; not

froi-n curiosity, b u t im p elled  b y  a  m ore generous 
m o tiv e— a suspicion th at th ere  is  fou l p la y  go ing 
on. F o r  a m o n g  the m u d-larks h e  recogn izes one 
w h o, e a r ly  in th e  d ay , offered insult to him self, 
ca llin g  h im  a  “  counti-y y o k e l.”  H a v in g  oth er fish 
to fry , h e  d id  n ot at th e  tim e resen t it, b u t n o w —  

n ow  h e  w ill see.
A rr iv in g  at th e sp ot, h e  sees, w h at h e  h as a lread y 

d im ly  suspected, th at th e m u d-larks’ victim s are  thc 
th ree  odd in dividuáis w ho la te ly  stop p ed  in front 
o f  h im . B u t  it  is n ot th ey  w ho are m o st a n g r y ; 
instead, th e y  are  g iv in g  th e  “ r a t s ”  ch a n g e  in kind, 
re tu rn in g  th eir “ ch aff,”  a n d  even  g e ttin g  th e bet­
te r  o f  th em , so m u ch  so th at som e o f  th eir would- 
b e  torm en tors h ave  qu ite  lo st th eir tem pers. One 
is a lread y furious —  a  b ig , h u lk in g  fellow , their 
lead er a n d  in stigator, a n d  thc sam e w h o h a d  cried 
“ cou n try  y o k e l.”  A s  it  ch an ces, h e  is  afllicted 
w ith  a n  im p ed im en t o f  sp eech , in  fact, stutters 
b a d ly , m a k in g  a ll sorts o f  tw itch in g  grim aces in 
th e  end eavor to sp eak  correctly . T a k in g  advan- 
ta g c  o f  th is, th e  b o y  O ru n d e lico — “ b la c k a m o o r ,” 
as h e  is b e in g  c a lle d — h as so  turned th e  tables 
on  h im  b y  successful m im icry  o f  h is sp ce ch  as to 
e lic it lo u d  la u gh te r from  a  part)- o fsa ilo vs  lo iterin g 
near. T h is  b r in g s on a  c lim a x, tho in cen scd b u ily , 
finally  lo sin g  a ll restraint o f  h im self, m a k in g  a  dash 
a t  h is dim inutive m o ck er, a n d  fe llin g  h im  to the 
p avem en t with a  v in d ictive  blow .

“  T it-it-it-tak e  th at, y e  u g ly  m im -m -m o n k e y ! " 
is  its accom p an im en t in  sp eech  as spitefu l as 

defcctive.
T h e  g ir l sends u p  a  sh rick , c ry in g  o u t :
“ O h , E le p a fu !  O n m d elico  k ilie d  ! H e  d e a d ! ” 
“ N o , n ot d e a d ! ”  answ ers th e b o y , instantly 

on  h is fee t a g a in  lik e  a  re b o u n d in g  b a ll, and 
ap p aren tly  b u t little  in jured . “  H e  ta k e  m e foul. 
L o t him  tr y  once m ore. C o m e  on, -b ig  b r u t e ! ” 

A n d  th e p ig m y  p la ces h im se lf in a  defiant 
a ttitu d e , fro n tin g  a n  ad versary  n ea rly  tw ice  his 

ow n size.
“ S tan ’ s i d e ! ”  shouts E lep a ru , interposing. 

“ L e t  rae  go at him  ! ”
“  N e ith e r o f  yo u  ! ”  p u ts in a  n ew  a n d  resoluto 

voice, th at o f  H e n ry  C h ester, w ho, p u sh in g  both 
aside, stands face to  face with th e aggresso r, fists 
h a rd  sh u t, a n d  e yes flash in g  an ger. “  N ow , you 
ru ffian ,”  h e  ad d s, “  I ’in  you r m a n .”

“ W h -w h -w h o are y i-yi-yo u  ? a n ’ w h -w h -w h at’s 

it you r bi-b ib -bu sin css ? ”
“ N o  m atter w h o I am  ; b u t i t ’s  m y  business to 

m ak e y o u  rep ent th at cow ard ly  b low . C o m e on 
an d  get you r p im ish m en t! ”  A n d  h e  advance= 
tow ard th e stam m erer, w ho h as sh ru n k  back.

T h is  u nlookcd-for in tcrferen ce p u ts an end  to 
th e fu n -m a k in g  o f  th e m ud-larks, a ll o fw h o m  are 
now  h ig h ly  in cen scd . F o r  in  th eir n ew  adversaiy
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they recognize a  lad  o f  cou n try  ra isin g,— n ot a  town 
boy,— w hich o f  itse lf  ch a llen g e s th eir an tago n istic  
instuicts. O n these th e y  are  abou t to act, one c ry ­
ing o u t : “  L e t  ’s p itch  into th e y ok el a n d  g ie  him  
a  good trou ncin ’ ! ” — a  secon d a d d in g ; “ H a n g  
his im perence ! ” — w h iie  a  th ird  counsels teach in g  
him “ Portsm outh m a n n ers.”

Such a  lesson h e  seem s lik e ly  to receive, a n d  it 
would p ro bably  h a v e  fared  h a rd ly  w ith  ou r y o u n g  
hero b u t for th e su dd en  a p p earan ce  on th e scene 
o f  another f ig u r e — a  y o u n g  fellow  in sh irt-sleeves 
and w earing a P a n a m a  h a t— h e o f  th e “ C a iy p s o .”

“  T h u n d er and lig h tn in g  ! ”  h e  e xcla im ed , com ­
ing on w ith  a  rush. “  W h a t  ’s  th e ru m p u s abou t ? 
H a ! A  fisticuff figh t, w ith  o d d s— five to  o n e ! 
W ell, N ed  C a n e y  a in t g o in g  to stan d  b y  a n ' lo ok  
on at th a t ; he p itch es in w ith th e m in o rity .”

A n d  so sa y in g , th e  y o u n g  A m erican  placed 
him self in a  p u gilistic  attitude b y  th e sid e  o f  
H enry Chester.

T h is  accession  o f  stren gth  to th e  assailed p arty  
put a different face on the m atter, th e assailants 
evidently b e in g  cow ed, desp ite  their superiority 
o f num bers. T h e y  k n ow  th eir new est advei-sary 
to be an A m erican , a n d  at sigh t o f  th e tw o intrepid- 
looking youth s sta n d in g  side b y  side, w ith the 
angry faces o f  E lep a ru  a n d  O ru n d elico  in th e b a c k ­
ground, th e y  becom e su llcn ly  silcn t, m ost o f  them  
evidently inclined to stea l a w a y  from  tho ground.

T h e  affair seem ed lik e ly  th us to  end , w h en , to  the 
surprise o f  a ll, E lep a ru , hitherto  h e ld  b a c k  b y  the 
girl, su dd en ly  re leased  h im se lf  a n d  b oun d ed  for­
ward, w ith  hands a n d  arm s w ide open, In  an­
other instant h e  h a d  grasp ed  th e b ig  b u liy  in a  
tiger-like em brace, lifted  him  o ff h is feet, and 
dashed him  dow n u pon  th e flags w ith  a  violence 
that threatened th e b rea k in g  o f  e ve ry  b o n e  in  his 
lx)dy. Ñ or d id  h is im p lacable  little  adversary, who 
seemed possessed o f  a  gian t’s  stren gth , a p p ea r sat­
isfied with this, for h e  a fterw ard  sp ra n g  on  top o f 
him, with a  p aving-stone in h is u p lifted  hands.

T h e  affair m ig h t h a v e  term in ated  tra g ica lly  had 
not the uplifted h a n d  been  c a u g h t b y  H en ry  C h e s­
ter. W h ile  h e  w as still h o ld in g  it, a  m an  cam c 
up, who b rou gh t th e con flict to an  a b ru p t cióse b y  
seizing E lep a ru ’s co llar, a n d  d r a g g in g  h im  o f f  his 
prostrate foe.

“ H o ! w h a t ’s  t h i s ? ”  dem ands th e  new -com er, 
in a  loud, a u th o r iu tiv e  voice. “  W h y , Y o r k  ! 
Jem m y! F u e g ia !  w h at are you  a ll-d o in g  h e re ?  
You should  h ave  staid  on b o ard  th e steam -ship, 
as 1 told you to  do. G o  b a c k  to h e r  a t  on ce.”

B y  this tim e the m u d -la ik s  h a v e  scu ttled  off, the 
big  onc, w ho h a d  recovered  his feet, m a k in g  after 
them, and a ll sp eedily  disap p earin g. T h e  three 
gypsy-looking creatu res g o , too, le a v in g  th eir pro- 
tectors, H en ry  C h e ste r  a n d  N e d  G a n cy , to explain

th in gs to h im  w ho h as caused th e stain pede. H e 
is a n  officer in  uniforra, w e arin g  in sig n ia  w hich pro- 
ciaim  h im  a  cap tain  in th e ro yal n avy. A n d  a s  he 
a lread y m ore th an  h a lf  com prehends th e situation, 
a  few  w ords suffice to m ak e it  a ll c lea r to h i m ; 
w hen, th a n k in g  th e two youth s for their generous 
and cou rageous interferen ce in b e h a lf  o f  h is firo- 
tégés,— a s h e  styies th e odd trio w hose p a rt they 
h a d  ta k e n ,— h e bow s a  coui teous farew ell, and 
continúes h is in terrupted w alk  a lo n g  the w harves.

“  G u ess y o u  did  n’ t g e t  m u ch  slee p ,”  observes 
th e y o u n g  A m erican , w ith  a  k n o w in g  sm ile, to 
H en ry  C hester.

“  W h o  to ld  you I was asleep  ? ”  rep lies th e latter 
in so ip e surprise.

“ W h o ?  N o b o d y .”
“  H ow  carne you  to k n ow  it, then ? ”
“  H o w ? W a s  n ’t  I  up in  th em aiií-to p , and did  n’ t 

I see e v e ry th in g  you  d id  ? A n d  you  b eh av cd  par­
ticu larly  w ell, I m ust say, B u t com e I L e t  ’s 
aboard . T h e  cap tain  h as com e b a ck . H e  ’s m y  
father, and m a y b e  w e can find a  b crth  for y o u  on 
t h e ‘ C a iy p s o .’ C o m e a l o n g ! ”

T h a t  n igh t, H en ry  C h ester eats su p p er at the 
“ C aly p so ’s ”  cab in  table, b y  invitation  o f  the cap- 
ta in ’s  son, sleep s on board, a n d , b e tter  still, has 
h is  ñ am e entered on h e r  books as an apj)rentice. 
A n d  h e  finds h e r  jukt th e sort o f  craft h e  w as de- ^  
sirous to g o  to  sea  in — a gen eral trad er, b o u n d  for 
th e O rien ta l A rch ip e la g o  a n d  th e islcs o f  th e P a ­
cific  O cean . T o  crow n a ll, she h as com p lcted  her 
ca rg o , and is re a d y  to  p u t to sea.

S a il she does, e a r ly  th e n ex t d ay , b a re ly  leav ­
in g  h im  tim e to k eep  th at prom ise, m ade b y  the 
D e v il’s P u n ch  B ow l, o f  w ritin g  to h is m other.

C h a p t e r  IV .

OFF THE “ FURIES.”

A  S H IP  tem pest-tossed, lab orin g  am id th e surges 
o f  a n  a n g ry  s e a ; h e r  crew  on th e a lert, d o in g  their 
utm ost to  k e ep  h e r  o ff  a  lee-shore. A n d  su ch  a 
sh o r e ! N o n c m ore  dan gerous on a ll ocean ’s c d g e ; 
for it  is  th e w est coast o f  T e rra  d el F u e g o , abrcast 
th e F u r y  Isles a n d  th at lo n g  b e lt  o f  seeth in g  break - 
ers kn ow n  to m ariners a s  th e “  M ilk y  W a y ,”  th e 
sam e o f  w hich th e great n aturalist, D arw in, has 
s a i d : “  O n e sigh t o f  su ch  a  coast is en ough to 
m ak e a  landsm an dream  for a  w e e k  a b o u t ship- 
w reck, pcril, and d e a th .”

T h e re  is no land sm an  in the sh ip  now  exposed 
to its dan gers. A l l  on  bo ard  are  fam iliar with 
th e s e a — have sp en t years u pon  it. Y e t  is there' 
fear in their hearts, and p allor on th cir  cheeks, 
as their eyes turn to th at b e lt  o f  w hite, frothy-
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w ater betw een  them  a n d  th e land, trencling north 
and south b eyon d  th e ra n ge  o f  visión.

T e c h n ic a lly  sp e a k in g , th e en d an gered  vcssel is 
n ot a  ship, b u t a  b a rk , as betokened  b y  the fore- 
and-aft r ig  o f  h e r  m izzen-m ast. Ñ o r is  she o f  large  
dim en sion s; o n ly  som e s ix  o r seven  h u n dred  tons. 
B u t th e read er know s th is a lre ad y, or wiU, after 
learn in g  h e r  ñam e. A s  h e r  stern sw ings up on tho 
billow , th ere  can  b e  read  u pon  it “ T h e  C a ly p s o ” ; 
a n d  sh e  is th a t  “ C a ly p s o ”  in w hich H e n ry  C h ester 
sa ilcd  ou t o f  P ortsm outh h a rb o r to m ak e h is first 
acqu aintan ce w ith  a  se a  life.

T h o u g h  n early  four years h ave  e lap scd  since then, 
h e  is still on  b o ard  o f  her. T h e re  stands h e  b y  
th e b in n a c le — n o m ore  a  boy, b u t a  y o u n g  m an, 
a n d  in  a  g a rb  th at b csp eak s him  o f  th e quarter- 
d e c k ,— n ot (he forc-p eak ,— for h e  is now  the 
“ C a ly p so ’s ”  th ird  officer. A n d  h e r  secon d is not 
far o ff;  h e  ís th e gen erou s you th  w h o was th e m eans 
o f g e ttin g  h im  th e berth . A lso  grown to tnanhood, 
he, too, is  aft, le n d in g  a  han d  at th e h e lm —  the 
stren gth  o f  on e  m an b e in g  in sufficicn t to k c c p  it 
stead y  in th at h c a v ily  ro llin g  sea. O n th e  poop- 
d e c k  is C ap tain  G a n c y  him self, C onsulting a  sm all 
chart, a n d  filled w ith  a n x iety  as, at intervals lo ok ­
in g  tow ard th e com p an ion -w ay, h e  th ere  sees his 
wife a n d  d a u g h ter h o ld in g  on b y  th e m an-ropes. 
F o r  h e  k how s h is vcssel to b e  in d an ger, a n d  his 

* d e a r  on cs as well.
A  g la n cc  a t  th e b a rk  reveáis th at she h a s  been 

on a  lo n g  v o y ag e . H e r p a in t is faded, her sails 
p atch ed , a n d  th ere  is ru st a lo n g  th e ch ain s and 
around th e haw se-holes. S h e m ig h t b e  m istaken 
for a  w h aler co m in g  o ff a  four y e a rs ’ cruise. A n d  
n early  th at le n g th  o f tim e h as she b c c n  cruising, 
b u t n ot a fter w h alcs. I-lcr cargo , a  fuU on e, con- 
sists o f  san dal-w ood, spices, tortoisc-shell, m other- 
of-pearl, and rea l p earls  a lso — in short, a  m iscella- 
n eous assortm cnt o f  the com raodities ob tain ed  b y  
traffic in th e islan ds and aroun d th e coasts o f  the 
grea t S ou th  Sea.

H e r la st ca li h as b e e n  nt H o n o lu lú  harb or in the 
S an d w ich  Isles, a n d  sh e  is n ów  hom ew ard-boun d 
fo r N ew  Y o rk , aroun d th e H o rn . A  succession o f 
w csterly  winds, o r ra th er con tin uation  o f  th em , 
h as forced h e r  too far on  to th e F u e g ia n  coast, too 
n car th e F u r ie s ;  a n d  now  tossed abou t on  a  bil- 
lo w y sea, w ith  th e break ers o f  th e M ilk y  W a y  in 
s igh t to leew ard, no w on d er th a t h e r  crew  are 
ap p rehcn sive  for th eir safety.

S till, p erilous as is th cir  situation, th e y  m ig h t 
n ot so  m u ch  rega rd  it w ere th e “  C a ly p so  ”  sound 
and in sa ilin g  trim . U n fo rtu n ate ly , she is far 
from  th is, h a v in g  a  d a m a ge d  ru dd er, a n d  witl? 
bo th  courses torn  to shreds. S h e is  ly in g-to  un­
der sto n n  forestay-sail and close-reefed try-sails, 
w e arin g  at in tervals, w h en ever it  can  b e  done

w ith ad va n ta ge , to k eep  h e r  aw ay  from  those 
“  w hite horses ”  a-lee. B u t even  u n d er th e dim in- 
ished sp read  o f  can vas th e b a rk  is distressed b e ­
y on d w h at she can  b ear, a n d  C a p ta in  G a n cy  is 
a bou t to ord er a  fu rth er red u ctio ii o f  can vas, w hen, 
lo o k in g  w estw ard,— in  w h ich  d irectio n  h e  has 
b een  a ll a lo n g  an x io u sly  on th e  w a tch ,— h e sees 
w h at sen ds a  sh iver th ro u gh  h is fr a m e : th ree  h u ge 
lo llers, w hose h e ig h t a n d  steepness te ll h im  tho 
“  C a ly p so  ”  is  about to b e  tried  to th e v e ry  utm ost 
o f  her stren gth . G o o d  sea-b o at th o u g h  h e  knows 
h e r  to  b e , h e  know s also th at a  crisis is ncar. 
T h c ro  is b u t tim e for h im  to  u ttc r  a  w arn in g  shout, 
ere  th e first ro llc r  com es su rg in g  u pon  th em . B y 
a  lu c k y  ch an ce  th e b a rk , h a v in g  g o o d  steerage- 
w ay, m eets and rises over it u nh arm ed. B u t her 
w ay  b e in g  now  ch e ck e d , th e secon d lo lle r  dcadens 
it  com p lete ly , and she is tlirow n o ff th e  wind. T h e  
third, then  ta k in g  her r ig h t a beam , she careens 
over so far th a t th e w hole o f  h e r  le e  b tilw ark, from 
cat-head to stern -davit, is d u ck e d  u n d er water.

I t  is a  m om en t o f  do u b t, w ith fear a p p a llin g —  
a lm ost d esp aii. S tru ck  b y  an o th er sea, sh e  would 
su rely  g o  under. , B u t, lu ck ily , th e th ird  is the 
la st o f  th e series, and sh e  r ig h ts  herself, ro lling 
b a c k  a gain  lik e  a n  e m p ty  cask. T h e n , as a 
stccd  sh a k in g  h is m ane a fter a  show er, she throws 
th e b r in y  w ater off, th ro u gh  haw se-holes and scup- 
pers, t i ll  h e r  decks are  c lea r again .

A  c ry  o f  re lie f ascen ds from  the crew , instinctive 
and sim ultan eous. N o f  do es th e loss o f  h e r  Ice- 
qu arter b o at, d ip p ed  u n d er and torn  from  the 
davits, h in d er th cm  from  a d d in g  a  trium phant 
h u rrah , th e sk ipp er h im se lf  w a v in g  h ís  w et tar- 
p aulin  a n d  c ry in g  a lo u d ;

“ W e ll  don e, o íd  ‘ C a ly p s o ! ’ B o y s !  w e m ay 
th an k  ou r stars fo r b e in g  on  b o ard  su ch  a  sea- 
w orth y c r a f t ! ”

A la s !  bo th  th e fee lin g  o f  trium ph and security 
are  short-lived, e n d in g  a lm ost on th e instant. 
S ca rce  h a s  th e  jo y o u s  h u rrah  ceased  reverberatin g 
a lo n g  h e r  docks, w h en  a  voice is h c a rd  ca llin g  out, 
in a  to n e v e ry  d iffe re n t:

“  T h e  sh ip  ’s sp ru n g  a  le a k  ! A n d  a  b ig  on e, too ! 
T h e  w ater ’s co m in g  into h e r  lik e  a  slu ice  ! ”

T h e re  is a  ru sh  fo r th e foro h a tch -w a y, w bence 
th e w ords o f  a larm  p roceed, th e m ain  one b e in g  
b a tten ed  dow n and covered  w ith tarp aulin . T h en  
a  hu rried  d esccn t to th e “  ’tw een  d e ck s ”  and an 
anxious p eerin g  into th e h o ld  below . T r u e — too 
t r u e ! It is a lread y ha lf-fu ll o f  w ater, w h ich  seems 
m o u n tin g  h ig h e r, a n d  b y  inches to the m inute ! So 
fan cy  th e m ore frigh tened  ones.

“ T h o u g h  bad  cnu f, ta in t a lto g eth er so bad  ’s 
th a t,”  p ron ou nced  L e u g riff, th e  carp en ter, after a 
b r ie f inspection. “  T h e re  ’s a  h o le  in  th e bottom  
fo r sartin ’ ; b u t m ebb e w e k in  b e a t it  b y  p um pin ’ . ”
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Thus encouragecl, the captam bounds back on 
deck, calling out: All hands to the pumps! ”

There is no-need to say that; all take hold and 
work them with a will: it is as if every one were 
working for his own life.

A struggle succeeds, tridngular and unequal. 
being as two to one. For the storm still rages, 
nceding helm and sails to be looked after ; while 
the inflow must be kept under in the hold. A ter- 
vible conflict it is, between man’s strength and the 
elements; but short, and alas ! to end in the defcat 
of the former. The “  Calypso ” is water-logged, 
(viU no longer obey her helm, and must surely sink.

At length convinced of this, Captain Gancy calis 
out; “  Boys, it ’s no use trying to keep her afloat. 
Drop the pumps, and lot us take to the boats.”

But taking to the boats is neither an easy ñor 
hopeful alternative, seeming little better than that 
of a drowning man catching at straws. Still, 
tliough desperate, it is their only chance; and with 
not a mbmenttp ^e,wasted in irrcsolution. But thc 
' ‘ Calypso’s ” crew is a well-disciplined one; every 
hand on board having served in her for years.

The only two boats left them— the gig and pin- 
nacc— are therefore let down to tlíe water, with­
out damage tó either, and, by likc dexterous 
management, everybody got safely into them. 
It is a quick cmbarlcation, however, so hunied, 
indeed, that few effects can be taken along—  
only those that chance to be readicst to hand. 
Another moment’s delay might have cost them 
thcir Uves ; for scarce have they taken their scats 
and pushed the boats clear of the ship’s channels, 
when, another sea striking her, she goes down head 
foremost like a lump of lead, carrying masts, spars, 
torn sails, and rigging— everything— along with 

' her.
Captain Gancy groans at the sight. “ Myfine 

bark gone to the bottom of the sea; cargo and 
all— thc gathcrirgs of years ! Hard, cruel luck ! ”

Mingling with his words of sorrow are cries that 
seem cruel, too— thcscrcams of sea-birds, gannets, 
gulls, and the wide-winged albatross, that have 
been long hovering above thc “ Calypso,” as if 
knowing her to be doomed, and hoping to find a 
feast among the floating remnants of the w'reck.

( T o  be iotiiinued.)

L o s a  before our readers can see this first instalhnent of Captain Mayne Reid’s story, they w ill have 
heard, through the newspapers, the announcement that comes to us just as this Christmas number is going to 
press. “ Captain Mayne Reid,”  the cable dispatch o f October 22d States, “  died at his residence in London, 
last evening, after a short iilness.”

Little did we think, when, early in October, St , N ich o i.as received a message from Captain Reid to the 
boys and girls o f  America, that it would be conveyed to them with so unwelcoine an introduclion. But the 
affectionate words o f greeting, Jlius unexpectedly turned into a  last good-bye, w ill be not the less appreciated 
now that the chivalrous heart Ihat prompted tliem beats no more.

« • » .  •  « • « » • •  •

“  I have heard,” — wrote Captain Reid in his letter o f September 22<l, received too late to be inserted in 
Mr. Trowbridgc’s paper in the November S t .  N ic h o la s ,— “ I have beard that you intend honoring me by a 
biographical sketch —  and, furthermore, that I  am to receive tliis honor at the liands of one o f  America’s most 
celebrated, and justly celebrated, writers, Mr. Trowbridge. W ill you kindly notify this gentleman that the 
only thing about m yself I  specially carc to have recorded is m y great love and reverence for tlie American 
people and, above all, for the American youth, whom I vegard with an affcction warm and strong, almost as 
a man would feel for his own children ? I am told it is reciprocated; and this knowledge is much —  I should 
say f u l l — compensation for a  life of toil wliich has been otherwise ill-rewarded.

“  Therefore, I trust Mr. Trowbridge >vill tell m y youthful c H e n lé lt  of America how much they are in my 
heart; and, moreover, how much I long to instruct them in a  higher way than I  have hitherto done b y  my 
carelessly written romances. I  am now seeking such opportunity; and, if  life be spared me long enough to 
find it, I  promise it shall be taken advanlage of. ”
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\ í ( h ¡ I e  g® o d  dam ® ’, /h ^ ,  hidfyŷ  ».ll f r  

9 \ t i c Í  d a n c ^

* W E L C Q M E , Y U l l a ! ”  ( S R 5  F A U B  * 7 2 .)
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[This ChrisUnas ^ t - p o u m ’ o f  the joyous hollday, past and prts* 
cni, of Christmas carols and of popular aírs, seeks te enter u protesi 
aeaÍQsc ihe denial of Santa Claus, and to show the eternal freshness 
'if the story “ ever*oíd, yet ever new." The musíc to accompany 
the aixs, as indicated, ís popular and fiimilíar, and (he sínglng; p f the 
•Carols," if given wíihout instrunrenial accompaniment, may be 

made very c/fectivc. The piece is ínicnded to precede (he stripping 
f'í the Chnsimas-trce.] ____

C la l's — the "Sim ón P u ré" ariícle, “ nll in furs, from his head 10 
•• x h e  C h o r o s  o f  C h ild re n  —  in modero Street or Christ-his foot. 

maS'party dress.

T H E  PO T -P O U R R I.

C ^ A R A C T F .R S .
N 'E B ,  )
Frbd, > The Three Somber Young Gendemen.
T e d ,  S
M O L L Y »  1  ,

D o l l y , > The Three Pretty Girls.
P o l l y ,  i
S a n t a ' C l a u s ,  "  T he same oíd cwo-and-sixpence.”
T h e  F a i r y  B o u n t i p ü l . .
T h e  W a i t s .
T h e  S e n e s c h a l , T h e  J b s t b r ,  T h e  B o v s  w i t h  t h e  B o a r ' s  

H e a d  a n d  t h e  C a n d l e ; T h e  G i r l  w i t h  t h e  C h r i s t m a s  
P i e ; T m b  B o y s  w i t h  t h e  Y u l e  L o o .

T h e  T h k e e  K i n g s  o f  O r i b n t .
T h e  C h o r u s  o f  C h i l d r e n .

C O S T U M E S .
^HE TfiRRB SoMBER YouNG G b n tlem en  should bc boys offrom 

fourtecn to sixteen, in ptlm black síiíts ("swaJIow-cails," ¡ f  possible, 
and high hats). T h e  T h r e e  P r e t t y  G i r l s — girls nf twelve to 
fourieen, in pretty ssthetic or French Directory coslumes. T h e  
W a i i 's — eighi good singers, girls and boys, in ancient costumcs, 
time of 1 7 0 0 ;  bell<rowned haLs, poke bonnecs, long coats and 
cloaUs, and muffiers. T h e  S e n e s c h a l — boy of fourteen ; long 
vjolet robe, short clothes, velvet bonnet, gray wjg and beard, long 
staff, keys and chain. T h e  J b s t e r  — iróy o í  ten to twelve; court* 
jester’s suit. T h e  B o y s  w i t h  t h r  B o a r ’ s  H e a d  a n d  t h e  C a n * 
UVE— oid-time court suiis. T h e  G i r l  w i t h  t h e  C h r i s t m a s  P je  

Dolly Vardeq.”  suit o f  1 7 8 0 . T h e  B o y s  w i t h  t h e  Y u l e  L o o  
—  yeoman's dress of sixteenth century, T h e  T i i k e b  K i n g s  o f  
O r i b n t — brilliant Oriental costumes. T h e  F a i r y  B o u n t i f u l —  
conventíonai Cüry’s dress —  ivicigs, wand, and spangles, S a n t a

[A winter'scene. * Stage spread with white, to repcescnt soow. 
A t rear, a  painced curtain, or shiídng scene, rqa!dily prepared,.repre* 
sen ring the front o f an f*Id*fashÍoncd house, with wide lattíced 
wiodow above. Xhís scene should be movable, as it must conceal 
the Christmas*rree, which is to be disclosed in ú te jifia le ,  Cut- 
paper falUng, to represent snow, will add a pretry.enect. As the 
curtain rises, T h e  “W a i t s ,  standing beneath the window, sing Miss 
Muloch’s vcriíon of the Christmas carol, heginnihg—

" G o d  re«t ye, merry gentlemen,
Let nothing you oismay,”* etc.

A t cióse o f  cnrol, thc window slowly opens and dísdoscb T h e  T h r e e  
S o M B E R  Y o u n g  G e n t l e m e n ,  who say, or sing, disinally] —

W h o  calis US m erry  gentlem en,
A n d  says le t naught dism ay ?

F o r w hat care w c fo r Christm as-tree,
A n d  w hat for Cliristinas D a y ?

T h ou gh  hearts are bold, yet h op es are coid, 
j^nd gloom  has com e lo  s ta y ;

N o  jo y  w e see in Christm as-tree,
A n d  none ¡n Christm as D a y !

T h e  W a i t s  as befarê  ihe C h is p ía s  carol ¿f-
Carol, brothers, carol, carol jo y fu lly ,’  ̂

etc, A fter the song, íliey look ai ¿he THREE S o m b e r 
Y o u n g  G e n t le m e n , and liff their hands in pity. 

F i r s t  W a it .
W h y , w hat is the m ajtcr, y o u n g  gentlem en three? 

N o w  te ll US — oh, te ll u s, w e pray.
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SliCOND W a it . And why are you sad?
T h ir d  W a it . When you ought to be glad—
F o u r t h  W a it . On this blessed and bright Christmas 

Day ?
F if t h  W a it . W hen the world ’ s iJl aglow,

W hy be nioping here so?
S ix t h  W a it . Oh, w hy are n’t you jo lly  as w e? 
Se v e n t h  W a i t , On this glad Christmas D ay —  
EiGHTH W a it . W hen you ought to be gay.
A l l  W a it s . W hy be grouty, young gentlemen three?
[ T h e  T h r e e  S o m b e r  Y o u n g  G e n t l e m e n  le a n  g lo o m ily  o u t  o f  ih e . 

w in d o w  to c m p h n siz c  th e ir  re m a rk s , a n d  a a y ]  —

N rd. W e ’re just out o f oollege, and bubbling with' 
know ledge;

Tliere ’s nothing on earth w e don’ t know. 
H ebrew —

F r e d . Sanskrit —
T e d . A nd Greek —
N e d . W e can each of us speak,

And the'reason for everything show!
Fr e d . But we’ ve grown, oh, so gray 

Since that dolefulest day 
W hen Science our fondest dream twisted 

B y that grim Q.
T e d . E,
N e d . D .”
F r e d . W hich has proved lo us three

That Santa Claus never existed !
T ed . So we mope and w e moan.

A nd we grumble and groan;
And w e wonder so ho.w you can play.
A nd we sigh — O 

N e d . H eigh —
F r e d . O — !
T e d . And we ’ re puzzled to know,

W hat i s  there to see in Lhe D ay?

T h e  W a its  \ s in g ,  a s  before, t k e  n u r s o - y  c a r o l^

"  I saw three -ships cojno sailing by 
On Christmas D ay in the morning,”  etc.

f W u r d s  in  "  B a h y ’ s  O p e r a , ”  a n d  a s  t h c y  s in g ,  T h e  T i í r e e  P k e t t v  
G ih u ^  c o m e  d a n c i n g  i n  a n d  c u r l s y  p re tlily >  to  T h e  T h r e e  

S o m b e r  Y o u n g  G e n t l e m e n  i n  t h e  l a t t i c e d  w in d o w .]

T hf- W a it s -
Oh, just please to tell us, young gentlemen three,
A s your eyes o'er this picture must stray.
A re it’t three pretty girls, with their curlsies and curls. 
Quite enough, sirs, to see in the D ay?
[ T u r  T h r e e  Y o u n g  G e n t l e m e n  s e e m  s u r p r is e d . ]

N e d . There ’s some m ystery here ;
I 'e e d . Or an error, ’ t is clear.
T e d . ’T  is not my wedding-day, I ’il agree !
N e d . Ñor yet mine, sir!
F r e d . Ñ or m in e!
A i.l  T h r e e  { g a l la n t ly ^ .

But we ’ll  cease to repine,
I f  you ’ll stay here, O pretty girls th ree!

[ T h e  T h r e e  P r e t t y  G ir l s  c u r is y  a g a in , a n d  s a y  ] —

M o l l y . W hy, o f  course, sirs, we ’U stay ;
D o l l y . For w e ’ve come here lo say —
P o l l y . O you somber Young Gentlemen three ! 
M o l l y . Though ;you’re stuffed full o f  knowledge —  
D o l l y . From cramming in coilege —

P o l l y . Yet, you ’re stupid as stupid can b e !
T h e  T i i r e e  Y o u n g  G e n tle m e n  { g r e a d y  s w p r i s e d ] .

■ W hat —  stupid?
T h e  T h r e e  P r e t t y  G i r ls  \ _ e m fh a tk a lly '\ .

Y'es —  stupid!
T h e  W a its  \ d erid ed ly '\ . A s  stupid as stupid can be I 
Moi.i.Y. For, i f  you can’t tell, •
D o lly . Though with science you swell,
P o l l y . W hy Christmas D ay coraes with its glee —  
M o lly , Then the cliildren w ill say,

A s they all troop this way,
D o l l y  and P o l l y .

W hy —  you ’re stupid as stupid can b e l 
T h e  T h r e e  Y o u n g  G e n t l e m e n . W hat —  stupid? • 
T h e  T h r e e  P r e t t y  G ir l s . Y e s  —  stupid!
T h f, W a its . A s stupid as stupid can be I 
N e d  \to  F r e d  a n d  T f.d , lo o k in g  d e e id e d ly  d a z e d \

, Can this really be so ?
F r e d . Oh, it can't be, you know !
T e d . CoHege graduates stupid ? Meyday!

[Music a n d  hurrahs hcard outside.]
T h e  T h r e e  Y o u n g  G e n t l e m e n .

H allo! W h at’s that noise ? •
T h e  T h r e e  P r e t t y  G iri-s .

 ̂ ’T  is" the girls and the boys keeping step to their 
bright r e v e il le  !

[The "Children’s Reveille" sounds without, and the C h o r u s  or C h i l ­
d r e n  march in and around. keeping lime to iheirchorus. These 
words. with numerous repetitions and apleniiful sprinklingof 
"  Hail ” and "Hurrah,”  can be suiig tn the well-known,
“  Turkish Reveille,”  or "Turkiah Palrol,” by Michaelis. ]

H ail to tlie D ay we welcome here— to Christmas 
D ay, hurrah !

H ail to the jolly  s^int so dear — to Santa Claus, 
hurrah !

[ T h e T h r e e  P r e t t v  G i r l s ,  w i i l i  W a i t s  a t  l e f t ,  f a c e  t h e  C h o r u s  ' 
'O F  C h i l d r e n  in a s s e d  at r ig h L ]

Mol.LY. Y o u  aro greatly mistaken —  no saint greets 
yau here,

Just three somber young gentlemen — dismal anddrear. 
D o l l y .

Three somber young gentlerríen, just out of coilege, 
'And from eyelid to instep stuffed "  cram-full ”  of 

knowledge.
P o l l y .

Christmas D ay is a  fable —  these wise ones declare —  
And O kl Santa Claus! I-Ie’ s a —  delusion and snare ! 
A l l  T h r e e .

'fhey .say you ’re all wrong with your gladness and 
g le e-----

C h ild r e n  { i n t e r r u f t i n g e x c i t c d l y \ .

T hey do ? Then —  th ey ’re stupid as stupid can'be ! 
T h e  T h r e e  Y o u n g  G e n t le j ie n .  W hat —  stupid ? 
C h i ld r e n  \yociferonsly~^.

Y es —  stupid as stupid can b e !
[ T h e  T h r e e  Y o u n o  G e n t l e m e n  shake thcir heads in woftil warn* 

ing and sing together thcir warning verses. Air, "  The Magnet 
and the Chtirn," from Patience.\

This Santa Claus is a  fable oíd,
B y  unwisc parents unwisely told;
H is reindeer and stockings and Christmas-tree 
Deceive lhe children most wofuUy.
For all the text-books we ’ve used at school 
Say a  fact is a  fact and a  fool ’s a  fo o l!

* Q- F.. D.—A term in Geometry, which, as every hígh-school acholar knows, stands for a Latin phrase signifying: There, now I ’ve proved ítl
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A L!. THE B o y s . 
A l l  THE G i r l s .

Vi.L THE B o y s .

T h e n  d o v m  w ith  th is  S a n ta  C la u s  tl ie y  la ú d ;
H e  's  a u  u tte r  ftx c e  a n d  a  p e rfe ct f r a u d ! 

C h i l d r e n , A  p e r fe c t fra u d ?
T h e  T h r e e  Y o u n g  G e n t l e m e n .

A  p e rfe ct fr a u d !.
T h is  h y p o th e tic , p e cip a te tic  

P e rso n  w h o  w a lk s  ab road  
O n  C h ris ü n a s  D a y , w e  g r ie v e  to  say,
I s  r e a ily  a  rn o n stro n s  fra u d !

A l i . THE G i r l s . D o  y o u  ’s p o s e  this_ is  so  ?
W h y , i t  c a n ’ t h e , y o u  k n o w !
’ T  is to o  a w fu lly  a w fu l— b o o -h o o  !

[ D r y i n g  t h e i r  tears.'^ 

B u t  s u p p o s e  i t  sh o u ld  b e ?
T h e n  w e  ’ re  a l l  “ u p  a  t r e e .”

A l l  TH E C h i l d r e n . W it l i  n o  S a n ta  C la u s , w h a t can 
w e  d o  ?

Il’ iir T hree Y ouno G entlem en , equally moved by the childreiTs 
grief, wting out their hajidkerchiefs and s.«y] —

A iX  T h r e e . W h y —  '
N e d . I n  S c ien ce  —

l'RED . P la c e  r d ia n c c  —
Te d . . A n d  g iv e  Jiction  h o t  defiance.
\  T T.. T lio u g h  y o u r  fa th ers  a n d  y o u r  in o th ers  a i l  a g re e  

T h a t  th e re  is  a  S a n ia  C la u s  —
V e d . D o n ”  h e lie v e  th e m  —
F r e d . D o n ’t  —
T e d . B e c a u s e  —
A l l .  Y o u  m u s t n e v e r  tru st a  t h in g  y o u  c a n  n o t s e c !  

(The T h r e e  P r e t t y  G ir ls , facing the window indigDandy, shako 
thcir fingers at T h e  T h r e e  Y o v x g  G en tlem en J

M o l l y . D o y o u  o n ly  b e lie v e  w h a t  y o u  o n ly  ca n  see, 
O h , y o u  so m b e r b u t  s tu p id  y o u n g  g e n tle m e n  th re e  ? 

D o l l y . W h y , ,y o u  m ig h t as w e l l  s a y  th e re  ’s  n o  m an 

in  th e  m o o n !
l’OLLY. O r  d e n y  th a t th e d is l i  r a n  a w a y  w i th  th e  sp o o n  ! 

T h e  T h r e e  Y o u n g  G e n t l e m e n . W e ll ,  w e  d o !
T h e  C h i l d r r .n . W T ia t?  Y o u  d o ?
T h e  T h r e e  P r e t t y  G i r l s .

But, w lia te v e r  ’s  th e  u s e  ?
D o  yo u  th in k  y o u  k n o w , b e t te r  th a n  o íd  M o th e r  

G o o s e ?
T h e  T h r e e  Y o u n g  G e n t l e m e n .  S h e ’ s a  m y th !  
C h i l d r e n ,  S h e ’s a — w h a t ?

T ir e  T h r e e  .Yo u n g  G e n t u í m e n . W h y , th e re  is  no  
su ch  w o m a n !

C h i l d r e n  [ p l a i n H v e l y \  N o w ', t h e r e ’ s n o  M o th er 
G o o s e !

T h e  T m r e e  P r e t t y  G i r l s . T l i is  i.s s im p ly  inhnpian.

IThe Chorus o r  C h ild re n , grouping dolefiitly and dcjccledly on 
the stage,—  some standing, some reclining, so as to make an 
attmctivc lableau,— sing thcir chorus to the air of .“ Twenty 
I.ove-sick Maidens," from Patíenee. I-et T h e  T h r e e  P r e t t y  
G i r l s  stand central in lahleau.]

C h o r u s . T w e n ty  hom e.síck c h ild re n  w e  .
( T h is  is  su ch  a  b itte r  p ill) ,

E v e r y  C h ris tm a s  w e  sh a ll b e  
T w e n t y  h o m e sic k  c liild re n  still !

T iir e f . P r e t t y  G i r l s .
W h o  ’ l l  lili th e  s to c k in g s  in  th e  ch im n e y  n.ow ?

C h o r u s — A h ,  m i s e r i e !  ,

I f  th e re  ’s n o  S a n ta  C la u s , in  g r ie f  w e  b o w .

C k o r u s — A / i ,  m is e r ie !

A la s , p o o r  h e a r t !  g o  h id e  th y s e lf  a w a y .
A n d  m o u rn  a n d  m o u rn  th e  d e a th  o f  C h ristm a s D a y .

C lIO R ü S  —  A h ,  m is e r ie /

C h o r u s . A l l  o u r  lo v e  fo r  S a n ta  C la u s  
F a lls  q u ite  fla t i f  h e  is  n o t !

T h is  is  o f  ó u r  w o e  the c a u se  —
S a d  and s o r r y  is  o u r  lo t !

A h ,  m is e r ie  !
T h r e e  P r e t t y  G i r l s .

G o, b r e a k in g  h e a rts , g o , d rea m  o f  C h ristm a s j o l l y !  
G o , fo o lis h  h e a rts , g o , d rea m  o f  C h ristm a s h o lly !  
G o , h o p e le s s  h ea rts , g o , d re a m  o f  v a n ish e d  g lo r y ;  
A n d , in  y o u r  d rea m s, fo r g e t  th is  h o rr id  s t o r y !

C h o r ü s  —  A h ,  m is e r ie !

F o r g e t  th is  h o rr id  s to r y  I 

C h o r u s . T w e n t y  h o m e sic k  c h ild re n  w e,
A n d  w e  n e ’e r  ca n  m e r r y  b e.

T w e n t y  h o m é sic k  ch ild ren  w e  
( T h is  is  su ch  a  b it te r  p ill) ,

E v e r y  C h ris tm a s  w e  s h a ll b e  
T w e n ty  h o m e s ic k  ch ild re n  s till!

[Bui'sl o f merry iiiuaíe. Eiiier Faikv  Bountirui-]
F a i r y .

I  co m e  as a  l ig h t  th at is  b re a k in g ,
1  co m e  a s  a  g le a ra  in  th e  n ig h t,

I  co m e  as a  d a w n  th a t  is  w a k in g ,
I  co m e  a s  th e  s u n ’s h a p p y  lig h t.

F o r  ch ild ren  w h o  m o u rn  u p o n  C h ristm as*
M u st, su re , n eed  a  fa ir y  l ik e  n1e,

T o  d isp e l a l l  tlie  d o u b t a n d  th e  d ark n ess 
Of th e se  S o m b e r  Y o u n g  G e n tle m e n  th ree!

[TTie W a its  and C hildren  join in the Christmas carol.]

“  A n d  a ll th e  b e lls  o n  earth  s h a ll r in g ,
O n  C h ristm a s D a y , on  C h ris tm a s  D a y ;

A n d  a ll th e  c h ild re n  fo r jo y  sh a ll s in g ,
O n  C h ristm a s D a y  in  th e  m o r n in g .”

F 'AiK Y [ í o  T h e  T h r e e  Y o u n g  G e n t l e m e n  i n  w in d m d ),.

C o m e  d o w n  h e re , com e d o w n  h e re , y e  sk e p tic a l b an d  !
O  S o m b e r  Y o u n g  G en tlem en  t h r e e !

C o m e , w a tc h  w h ile  I  su m m o n , w ith  m a g ic a l w and,
T h e  o íd  C h ristm a s-tim e  w a ssa il a n d  g l e e ;

F o r  C h ristm a s d i d  co m e, w ith  its  m irth  a n d  its  noise,
M a n y  y e a rs , s irs , b e fo re  y o u  w e r e  born ,

A n d  h a s  liv e d  in  th e  h e a rts  o f  th e  g ir ls  and  th e  h o y s
F ro m  th e  d a y s  o f  th e  .first C h ristm a s m orn  I

[T he  T hree Somber Y oung G entlem en  take tbeir places with 
the other children at right F a ir y  waves her wand.]

C o m e  fo r th  fro m  th e  m ists  o f  th e  v a iiís h in g  y e a rs ,
O  d a y s  th a t  th e  p a s t d o th  in fo ld ,

A n d  le t  e a e li g ir l a n d  b o y , as th e  v is ió n  ap p ears ,
H e a r  th e  jo y s  o f  t!ie  C h ristm a s o f  o íd  !

[Enter, from left. the “ Christmascs p.sst" led hy the Baron's 
S eneschal.]

S e n e s c h a l  [ s t a n d i n g  e e n ír a P ].

[Extract from Withcr’s ‘ ‘Juvcnilia Time, xGoo.]

“  I-o , n o w  is  co m e  o u r  jo y fu l ’s t  f e a s t ! .
L e t  e v e r y  m a n  b e  jo l ly ,

E a c h e  ro o m e  w ith  y o ie  le a v e s  is  d rest,
A n d  e v e r y  p o s t  w ith  h o lly .

N o w  al! o u r  n e ig h b o u rs ’  ch im n e y s  sm ok e
A n d  C h ris tm a s  b lo c k s  a re  b u r n in g ;
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T h eir o ve iis  ih c y  w ith  b a k ’t m eats  cholee.
A n d  a l l  th c ir  sp its  a r e  tu rn in g .

W ith o u t  y e  d o o r  le t  s o r r o w  lie ,
A n d  y if, fo r co id , it  h a p  to  d ie ,
W e c  ’ le  b u r y  ’ t in  a  C h r is tm a s  p y e  —

A n d  e v e rm o rc  b e  m e r r y .”

rFollowins SiiNESCHÁi. comes a  buy with Christmas Candie veiy 
‘  largo and long," two boys with the Bonr's Head on silver 

salvar— ibis m.ry be made of p.iper and ttimmed with gteens—  
and the girl with the great Christmas Pie. C o u r t- J e s t e r  
follows behind. Some appropriate music here. T h e n j E S T B K  

comes forward and speaks.]

J e s t e r  \y iU h  g r e a t  v ia s s a it -c u p  o r  b m a l— t im e  o f  i s s ° \ -  

1 ’ m  the L o r d  o f  M is ru le , a n d  th o u g h  k n o w n  a s  th e  F o o l, 

B y  m y  p ra n k s  I g a in  m a n y  a  tester.
O n  th e  g la d  C h ris tm a s  D a y  o ’e r  a l l  I  h o ld  m y  sw a y . 

T h e n  h u z z o y  fo r  th e  k in g  —  a n d  h is  je s te r  !

(Lifting wassaü-cup-]

H e r e  ’s a  h e a ltli to  y e  a ll, b o th  in  c o tta g e  a n d  h a l l ;
O n  C h ris tm a s  n o  so rro w s  m u st p e ste r ;

T h r o u g h  o u r  w a s s a il a n d  ro u t, N o e l ! N o e l !*  w e  s h o u t ; 
A n d  h u z z o y  fo r the k in g  — a n d  h is  je s t e r !

|Bovs WITH BOAS’S H ead como forward and repeat the oid-time 
O xfo^  ccirol, date iirknown.]

F i r s t  B o y ,  " C a p u t  a p r i  d e fe r o , r e d d e n s  la u d e s  D o m in o  ! 

S e c o n d  B o y .  “  T h e  b o a r ’s  h e a d  in  h a n d  h r ín g  w e , 
W it h  g a r la n d s  g a y  a n d  ro s e m a ry ;

I  p ra y  y o u  a l l  s in g  m errily .

F i r s t  B o y . “ Q u i  e ste  i n  co n v iv io .
S e c o n d  B o y . “ O u r  s te w a rd  h e  h a th  p ro v id e d  th is ,

I n  h o n o r  o f  th e  K i n g  o f  B lis s  ;
W h ic h  on  th is  C h ris tm a s  se rv e d  is,

I n  R í í^ in e n s i  a tr io .
F i r s t  B o y .  “ C a p u t  a p r i  d c fc r o ,  r e d d e n s  la u d e s  D o m i n o !  

S e c o n d  B o y .  “  T h e  b o a r ’s h e a d ,”  etc.
J e s t e r  { e x t r a e !  f r o m  H e r r i e k 's  “ C h r i s t m a s ” — T im e ,-  

ib5o \
“  C o m e , b r in g  svith a  n o is e , m y  m e r r y , m e rry  b o y s, 

T h e  C h ristm a s l o g  to  th e  f ir in g ;
W h ile  th e  g o o d  d a m e sh e b id s  y e  all b e  fre e .

A n d  d an ce to y o u r  h e a r í ’s  d e s ir in g .”

G i r l ,  w i t h  C h r i s t m a s  P i e  {a tso  a d a p te d fr o m  H e ¡- r ic k \  

“ C h ristm a s D a y  is  h e re  — b r in g  th e  w h ite  lo a f  n e a r ;  
A n d  w h ile  the m eat is  a -s h re d d in g  

F o r  th e  ra re  m in ee-p ie , a n d  lh e  p lu m s sta n d  b y  
T o  fill th e  p aste , t h a t ’s  a - k n e a d in g ” —

(The J e ste r  repeais his verse as above, “ Come, bring willi a 
noise," and enter boys dragging in lhe “  Yule Log. As lhe 
J ester  concludcs, the W a it s , coming forward, sing lhe oíd 
carol, "W elcom e, Y u le." Tim e of Hcnry V I., 1450.]

“  W e lc o m e  b e  th o u , H e a v e n ly  K in g ,
W e lc o m e  b o r n  o n  th is  m o r n in g ,
W e lc o m e , fo r  w h o m e  w e  s h a l l  sin g ,

W e lc o m e , Y u l e  !

“  W e lc o m e  b e  y e , C a n d le m a s , ,
W e lc o m e  loe y e , Q u e e n  o f  B lis s ,
W e lc o m e  b o th  to m o r e  a n d  le ss ,

W e lc o m e , Y u l e !

“  W e lc o m e  h e  y e  t lia t a r e  h e re ,
W e lc o m e  a l l  a n d  m a k e  g o o d  ch e e r ,
W e lc o m e  a l l  a n o th e r  y e a r.

W e lc o m e , Y u l e ! ”

T h e  S e n e sC H A L  { s t a n d in g  c e n lr a l  rep ea ts a n  e x tr a e !  

f r o m  W i t h e T s  “ J u v e n i l i a ’ ''\.

“ Then wherefore in these merry days 
Should we, I pray, be duller?
No, let US sing our roumlelays,
T o make our mirth the- fuller.

“  Though others’ purses be more fat,
W hy should we pine or grieve at ihal ?
H ang sorrow ! Care will kill a cat 1 
And, therefore, le t ’s be jolly.

“  Without the door let sorrow lie,
And yf, for coid, it hap to die,
W ee 'le  bury ’t in a Christmas pye,
And evermore’be in e r ry !”

íi

t ;

' CUiij*

[“ Christmases past”  draw fo one side. right. Fa ir y  B oUntiful, 
central, waves her wand and says]—

F a i r y .
This for the Past. N ow  let lhe Christmas joys, 
That fill the Present, greet the girls and boys.

[Slcigh.beUs hcard without 1

'A n  old*tÍme shout of joy at the Christmas-líde,

Ayuntamiento de Madrid



Ch o r u s  o f  C h il u r e n .
[Air, “ Lightiy Row."¡

H a rk  how  clear, sw eet and clear,
Christm as sleigh-bells jin gle  out;

N o w  in jo y , g irl and boy.
R in g  tlie w elcom e s h o u t!

H ail to Santa Claus, w hose voice
Bids eacli youthful heart rejoice;

C liildren cheer, shout it  clear,
Santa Claus is h e r e !

I [ ín te r  S a n t a  C l a u s ,  w i t h  a  b o u n d . H e  c o m e s  to  t h e  f r o o t  w i lh  
l iv e l y  m o tio n , b o t h  h a i id s  e x t e n d e d ,  a n d  s i n g í  w i t h  s p i r i t . ]

[ A ir ,  "  I  ’ m  c a l l e d  L i t t l e  B u í t e r c u p , "  f r o m  Pina/orgPi

1 ’in called M r. Santa Claus,—  dear M r. Santa Claus,—
Though I could never sa y  w h y !

liut still I ’m called Santa Claus,—  dear M r. Santa
Claus,

Joliy oíd Santa C laus, 1 1

I ’ve toys and 1 ’ve  trinkets, I  ’ve  crankum s and 
crinkets,

I ’ve presents fo r good children a l l ;
I ’ve straps for the bad ones and m ops for the sad 

ones,
I ’ve som ething for large and  fo r small.

I ’ve got a  b ig  pack  full, w ith  e ve ry  gim crack full,
A  Christmas-tree here in Ihe lia ll;

And to all you r b righ t faces, so  glow in g with graces, 
I sin g: M erry  Christm as to a ll!

CiioRus [ S a n t a  C l a u s  and C h il d r e n ].

I called  M r. Santa Claus,

D ear M r. Santa Claus —

T h o u g h t ,  M  could  never '" ‘' y >
^ 1 w h y w e  1 (q u ite  see;

But still j  ¿  I called San ta  Claus,

D ear M r. Santa Claus, < I.
Jo liy  oíd  Santa C laus, [ he.

I H o j o í d s  h a n d ?  w i l h  t h e  c h i ld r e n ,  a n d  t h e y  a l l  d a n c e  a r o u n d  o n c e ,  
l e a v l o g  F a i r v  B o u n t i f u l  a n d  T h e  T h r e e  S o m b e r  Y o u n g  
G e n t l e m e n  in ' ih e  m id d le .]

Fa ir y . W e ll, w h at do you sa y  n ow , about Christm as 
D ay now  —

O Soinbev Y o u n g  Gentlem en three?
W ill you  strike from  the year, sirs, a ll the & n  you 

see here, sirs,
-And tbe Christm as D ay frolics so free ?

( T h e  T h r e e  Y o u n g  G e n t l e m e n  b o w  l o w  to  F a i r y  B o u m t i f i t - ]  

N ed, o  sw eet M istress F airy,
S o  winsom e and airy  —

F r k d . N o lon ger all som ber a re  w e!
T ed . Christm as D a y  is a  pcarl, m a’am.

[ T h e y  s p r i n g  to  ih e  s I d e s  o f  T h e  T h r e e  P r e t t y  G i r l s , a n d  w i t h  
a  c o u r l ly  s a l u l e  e a o h  Y o u n g  G e n t le m a n  l e a d s  fo r w a r d  a  P r e t t y
G Iri ]

-Ai.l  T h r e e  Y o u n g  G e n t l e m e n .
A n d  w ith  each P retty  G irl, m a’am,

W e ’re as jo liy  as joU y can be I

Fa ir y , W h a t— joU y?
C h ild r e n  {pointing a t  them ^  Y e s — jo liy !

[ T h e  T h r e e  S o s i b e r  Y o u n g  G e n t l e m e n  a n d  T h e  T h k f . e  P r e t t y  
G i r l s ,  i n  j o y f u l  c h o r u s ]  —

A s jo liy  as jo liy  can be !

[ H e r e  l e í  a l a i g c  g i l t  s t a r ,  p r e v i o u s l y  a r r a n g e d , a p p e a r  a b o v e  t h e  
h o u s e - t o p .  Enler T h e  T h r e e  K i n g ?  o f  O r i e n t . L e t  th e m  
s Í D g  t h e  o íd  c a r o l ,  “ 'W e  t h r e e  k i n g s  o f  O r ie n t  a r e , "  t h e  c h U d te n  
a l i j o l n i n g  i n  t h c  o h o r u s , I v im in g  t o w a r d  t h c  s t a r .  T h e n  l e t  t h e  
F a i r y ,  s t e p p i n g  c e n t r a l ,  s a y  —  f r o m  A d e la id e  A .  P r o c t o t 's  
“ C h r is t m a s  C a r o l ” ] —

“  T h e  E astcrn  K in g s  before him knelt.
A n d  rarest oíTerings b ro u g h t;

T lie  shepherds w orsliiped and adored 
T h e  w onders G od had w rought,

“  B u t th c star that shone in Bethlehem  
Shines still and  shall not cease.

A n d  w e  listen still to the lidings 
O f  G lo ry  and o f  Peace ! ”

Sa n t a  C l a u s

Y o u  w ho w ould  m ar the children’s joy,
T h eir  childish trust dispelling,

B y  casting doubts on Santa Claus 
A n d  “ f a c t s ”  forever te llin g—

R em em ber this : T h e  Christm as-tree 
Is  ever green  w ith glory,

A n d  childish love w ill ever d in g  
A ro un d  the “ oíd, o íd  story.”

H e  w ho w ould  b reak  m ust first prepare 
Som e m ore inviting face, sirs;

T e ll  me, I  pray, on Christm as D ay,
W h o  ’ll  take oíd  Santa’s place, sirs ?

G ood-bye —  gnod-day —
( M u r m u r s  a m o n g  t h e  c h i ld t c n .  S a n t a  C l a u s  t u r n s  q u i c k i y ,  a s  i f  

h e  h e a r d  a  c o m p la in t ]  —

W h a t ’s that yo u  sa y ? .
CfelLDREN. Y o u  said, “  a  Christm as-tree,”  sir !
S a n t a  C l a u s  [ar i f  reeollecling something\ *

O h, so I  d id ! I t  m ust b e  hid.
'W e  ’ll  find it, I  ’ll  agree, sir.

[Seizing che F a i r v ' s  wand and waving ít gracefully.]

B urst now , O  ga te— Üie children wait,
T o  b car o ff all they ’re able.

H o , tree, a p p e a r! P ro  ve, now  and here,
O íd  Santa Claus no ftible I

[The house scene separatcs or draws oíF, and díscloses ihe ChrUt- 
mas-tree, Mount ihe plalform o f  (he free on collen»: and, wilh 
iight coids actachcd, tne tree can now b e  moved to Íis proper 
place ¡n cenier o f  the siagc by seemingly invisible and magicDl 
means, TTrís has already been done at many Christmas fesiivals, 
to the great delight of ifie children. |

C h il d r e n  [n'rfijf/ií'crf/v]. Oh, m y ! O h, see!
S a n t a  C l a u s  {pointing with wand, which he afterwani 

returns with a Ima to Fairy'\.
T h e re  —  there ’s y o u r tree!

T h e  T h r e e  S o m b e r Y o u n g  G e n t le m e n  {kneeling to 
S a n t a  C la u s ] .

W e  ’re  loyol to your cause, sir.
S a n t a  C l a u s  {slyly']. A m  I a  fraud ?
T h e  T h r e e  Y o u n g  G e n t l e m e n . (L e t’ s go abroad !)
C h i l d r e n  a l l  {vociferously\ Y o u  ’re  dear oíd  Santa 

Claus, s i r !
[AUjoin hands and dance around S a n i ' a  C l a u s  and thc Christmas- 

tree, -siaging the college glee, “  For h o 's  a jo liy  good fellow.” ]

D lSTR IBU ITO N  OF PRESENTS FROM TH E TR E E .
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PORTLAND, M a i n e , N o vem b er, 1883.
D e a r  S t . N i c h o l a s  : I  w ant to  w rite a  letter 

to eve ry  b o y  and eve ry  g ir l in  th e world. B u t i f  I 
sh ou ld  w rite  ste ad ily  to-day, a n d  to-m orrow , and 
th e  n ext d a y , a n d  th e n ext, a n d  th e  n ext, a n d  the 
next, I  sh o u ld  b e  a n  o íd  la d y  w ith  d im  e y e s  and 
trem b lin g  fin gers b efore  a ll th e ch ild ren  in the 
U n ited  S tates w ere w ritten  to — a n d  w h at cou ld  I 
do then  a b o u t th e oth ers?

T h e re  are  so  m an y ch ild ren  1

I wonder, S t . N i c h o l a s  d ear, i f  yo u  k n ow  hq,w 
m an y thcrp are in th is beautifu l cou ntry o f  ours, 
a n d  h ave  yo u  eve r th o u g h t ho w  m u ch  w o rk  these 
hun dreds o f  thousan ds o f  ch ild ren  co u ld  d o ?

I h a ve, a n d  th a t is w h y  I w ant to w rite  them .
O h ! a  b righ t th o u gh t h as com e to  m e. I t  tells 

m e w h at to do a b o u t m y  letters.
“  S t . N i c h o l a s  is y o u r m a n ! ”  it cries. “ H e 

h as a  printing-press. H e  can  p rin t m ore letters 
in one d a y  th a n  you  can  w rite in a  h u n d red  years. 
W rite  on e  le tte r  lo  h im  a n d  a sk  him  to p rin t a 
h u n d red  thousand lik e  it .”

W ill yo u  do it, yo u  k in d , b r ig h t, lo v in g  ch ild ’s 
frien d ? W ill  yo u  sa y  in e ve ry  onc, “ R e a d  this 
le tte r to you r n eig h b o rs; ca li them  to g e th er ,—  
b ig  girls a n d  little  girls, b ig  b o y s a n d  little  b o y s ,—  
a n d  te ll th em  th crc  is w o rk  for th cin  to do ”  ?

I f  y o u  w ill, p ica se  w rite in th is w ay  :

TO  E V E R Y G IR L A N D  E V E R Y BO Y IN  NORTH 
AM ERICA, SOUTH A M E R ICA , E U R O PE, A SIA , 

A F R IC A , A N D  A U ST R A L IA .

M y  d e a r , d e a r  F r i e n d s : D o y o u  k n ow  w hat 
a  “ c lu b ”  is?

1 h e a r you r answ er e ch o in g  b a c k  from  a ll the 
cliffs and h ills o f  ou r lan d , a n d  th e sea-breeze brings 
it to m e fain tly  from  th e countries far a w a y :

“  Y o u  g e t  a  lo t o f  peop le  to b elo n g , and you 
have  a  p residen t a n d  rules, and p a y  so m u ch to 
jo in , a n d  vote , a n d  ”

Y e s , th a t is i t ; yo u  a ll kn ow  w h at a  “  c lub ”  is.
N o w  I w an t to w rite  yo u  about a  c lu b — a true 

c lu b — a  v e ry  p ro p er a n d  th o ro u gh ly  organizcd 
club , e leven  m onths o í d ; a n d  yo u  m a y  believe 
e ve ry  w ord, for it  a ll h a p p en ed  r ig h t h ere, in Port- 
lan d , M ain e, less th an  a  y e a r  ago.

O n S u n d a y , D e ce m b er 10, 1882, a la d y  sitting 
in a  w arm , cozy  ro om , w h ile  th e w in d  w histled 
about th e house, ra ttlin g  th e w indow s, a n d  piling 
th e snow -flakes in deep  drifls across th e steps and 
a gain st th e fences, w as th in k in g  o f  th e houses up 
on T h e  H ill, a n d  dow n a t  G o rh am ’s  C órner, and 
in S alem  L a ñ e , w h ich  h a d  n o steam  radiators, no 
g lo w in g  grates, n o  double w indow s to k c c p  out 
th ese sea rch in g  w in ter winds.

S h e th ou gh t, too, o f  the little  ch ild ren  i'n those 
houses and, as it w as D ecem b er, o f  th e joyous 
d a y  com in g so so o n ,— th e d a y  fo r g iv in g  gifts al! 
th e w orld  over,— a n d  w ondered i f  in th ose houses 
little  b are  fee t w ould  sp rin g  ou t o f  b ed , a n d  dance 
across to th e ch im n eys in  th e d im  da 'vn  o f  C h rist­
m as m o rn in g; i f  num b, b lu e  fin gers w ould eagerly  
sn atch  dow n  sh a b b y , fad cd  stock in gs, a n d  find 
th a t St- N ich o las h a d  re a lly  b een  th e r e ; if, later 
on , fath ers a n d  mothei-s, w ith b roth crs a n d  sisters, 
a n d  babies in th eir h igh -ch airs, “  fo r ju s t  th is one 
d a y ,”  w ould  com e g a y ly  aroun d dinner-tables, 
w here p lu m p  C hristm as tu rk eys la y  at one end, 
an d  p lu m  p u ddin gs w ere  re a d y  for th e other, 
an d  h u g c  stacks o f  oran ges, n uts, a n d  apples rose 
in the m id d le ; and if, in  th e e ve n in g , th ere  would 
b e  g re a t m ysteries in th e parlors, a  fragran ce of 
spruce, an  e x c itin g  ru stlin g  o f  p a p er pareéis, 
m oth ers slip p in g  s ly ly  in and ou t o f  th e doors with
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hands hidden behind them, a general scurrying 
ÎjQUt— and then all eyes dazzled by a hundred 

twinkling candles caught in the branches of a 
graceful tree laden with toys.

She wondered if in those houses would go up 
that wild shout of glee, 
those ringing hurrahs 
and the joyous clap- 
ping of hands she had 
so often heard. And 
as she wondered, she 
shook her head sadly, 
saying:

“ They have never 
known these pieasures, 
they never will, unless 
—oh! unlesssomcbody 
remembets them. Why 
can’t something be 
done ? I would work, 
but one person can do 
so little alone. I want 
a hundred helpers— 
where shall I findthcin?”

She thought intently for a few moments, and 
then cried: “  I know! The children will do it, 
the Portland children —  those who have happy 
homes and Christmas-trees, and play-rooms full of 
toys. They will load a Christmas-trce as one was 
never loaded before; they will spread a Christmas 
dinner which can not be caten in one day; they 
will do it —  the warm-liearted, generous Portland 
children.”

The bells from all the churches were ringing for

house at five o’clock, on the following Thursday 
afternoon.

Did they come ?
.Come ? They did not know what the cali was 

for, save for a whisper about Christmas work; but

H C R R I S T M í l S . h 1882.
“ FreeJi/ ye have receiveH, freelt/ (/¡ve.”

T h is  ¡s to ce rtify  th a t  

is  enroiied a m e m b e r o f  the

C H iL D R E M ’S  C H R iS T M A S C L U B
P O R T L A N D .

C A R D  O P  M E M B E R S H I P .

C H R I S T M A S ,  1882,

are oordia lly  invited to attend  

ou r C h ristm a s Festiva!,

A l City Hall, Thursday, December 28th, at 2  P. M.

C H i L D R E R ’S  C H R iS T M A S  C L U B .

C A R D  O F  I N V I T A T I O N .

Sdnday-school. That was the time— that was the 
place ío find the children. A number of notes were 
written, asking two or more girls and boys from 
every Sunday-school in the city to meet at that

they carne; carne in pairs, in trios, in quartets 
and quintets— a whole squad from the Butlcr 
School; big boys with big hearts, wee'tots only 
four years oíd from the kindergarten— one hun­
dred children, ready for anything.

Oh, I >vish you could have been there at the 
forming of that club !

A lady camc forward to speak to them, and their 
voices were hushed in cxpectation. 1 can’t tell you 
just what she said, but her words were beautiful.

She spoke of thcir 
Christmas festivities 
every year, of thcir 
presents and their 
friends; then of un- 
fortimate children 
who had fewer, some 
none, of these joys.

When site asked; 
“ Does any one here 
want to do anything 
for these others?” 
the thought that they 
could do anythingwas 
new to almost all— to 
many even the wish 
was new; but like 
onc great heart-throb 
carne their answer:

“  Yes l i l i l í !  I want to do something ! ”
“  Children, what can you do ?”
A pause, and then onc little voice cried:
“  Dive ’em a cent! ”
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T h a t  w as th e first offer, b u t it was follow ed b j' 
m an y a n o th e r : “  G iv e  ’em  ca n d y  ! ”  “  G iv e  ’em  a 
t u r k c y ! ”  “ G iv e  ’era  a  c o a t ! each  b e g in n in g  with

th at gran d  w ord, “ G iv e .”
T h e  result o f  th at m c ctin g  w as th is :
T o  form  a  c lub w h ich  should  last “  forever ”  ; to 

ca li it “ T h e  C h ild ren ’s  C hristm as C lu b ”  ; to h ave  
fo r its m o tto : “ F re e ly  y e  h a v e  received , freely

T h e  child ren  th en  dispersed, to m eet a g a in  on 
S atu rd ay, at R e ce p tio n  H all.

S atu rd ay  m o rn in g  b ro u gh t to th e h a ll, first, a 
•meeting o f  grow n  persons, w ho offered th eir stronger 
han ds, w iser heads, a n d  d eep er pu rses, in th e work 
th e child ren  h a d  u nd ertaken  ; bu t a g re e d  th at all 
th at ch ild ren  cou ld  d o  sh ou ld  b e  le ft to thcm .

A n d  a  g ran d  su p p ort d id  th ese “ e ld e rs”  form,

give  ” ; to p la ce  th e m cm b ersh ip  fee 
I a t  ten  cents, so th at no ch ild  sh ou ld  be 
- p reven ted  from  jo in in g  becau se  lie  was 

n ot “ r ic h ” ; to m ak e no d istin cdon  in rega rd  to 
sect o r n a tio n a lity ; to p c rm il to jo in  th e c lu b  any 
g ir l o r b o y  u n d er e ig lite cn  ye ars  o f  a g e  w h o ac­
cep ted  its principies, w h ich  w e r e : T o  b e  read y  at 
a ll tim es w ith k in d  w ords to assist ch ild ren  less 
fortúnate th an  th em se lv es; to m ak e e v e ry  year, 
in C h ristm as w eek, a  festival o f  som e k in d  for 
th e m ; to save  th ro u gh  th e  y ear toys, b o o k s, and 
gam es, instead o f  care less ly  d e s lro y in g  th e m ; to 
save  a n d , w h en ever p racticab le , p u t in  good  rcpair 
a ll outgrow n c lo th in g; to beg n o th in g  from  any 
source, b u t to k e ep  as th e key-ston e o f  the club 
the w ord “ G i v e ”  ; to p ay e ve ry  y e a r  a  ta x  o f  ten 
c e n ts ; and to m ake th cir  first festival in the C it) ’ 
H a llo n  T h u rsd a y , D e ce m b cr 28, 1882.

T lic n  carne the ch o osin g  o f  officers, w ith  the idea 
th at th e ch ie f officers should  b e  grow n persons. 
H is H o n o r the M ay o r o f  P o rtlan d  w as electcd  
P residen t o f  th e C h ild ren ’s C hristm as C liib.

O thers, ladies a n d  gen tlem en , w ere chosen  for 
V ice-P resid en t, T rcasu re r, S ecretary , E xecu tive 

C om m ittee , e tc ., etc.

T H E  D I N N B R  IN  T H B  H A U -

w h o stood read y  in  th e b a ck gro u n d  ío-g iv e  o f  their 
stre n gth , w ho q u ietly  in clo sed  their w illin g  con- 
tributions to th e E x e cu tiv e  C o m m ittee , “  w ith  best 
w ishes for th e C h ild re n ’s  C h ristm as C lu b .”

Instead o f  one h u n d red  ch ild ren , th ree  hundred 
carne to R ecep tio n  H a ll, e a g e r  to jo in  th e club. 
A fter  addrcsses b y  th e P resid en t and olhers, 
ch ild ren ’s com m ittocs w ere ap p oin ted , and their 

w o rk  exp la in ed  to thcm .
A s  th e child ren  passed ou t in sin g le  file, each 

w as registered , a n d  received  from  th e S ecreta ry  a 
card  o f  m em b ersh ip , lik e  th at show n on  p a g e  175.

L e t US sk ip  th e b u sy  days o f  p rep aration , wheii 
th e S ecreta ry  o f  th e C h ild re n ’s C h ristm as C lub 
record ed  twelve hundred ñames;  w h en  th e Park- 
Street sch ool sent in the ñ am es o f  one hundred 
m em b ers w h o b ro u gh t to th cir  te a ch cr  b o o k s, toys, 
a n d  clo th in g , to b e  sent to th e C ity  H a ll;  when 
com fortably ciad  child ren  carne th ro u gh  th e city 
b r in g in g  in theii' sleighs, on tlie ir  sleds, in  theii 
arm s, b u n d les o f  c lo th in g  a n d  to ys, b a sk ets o f  pro­
visión, b o o k s, sleds, sk a te s— m u ch  th a t w as dear 
to th em , given  in th e sp irit o f  true charity.

O n e c h ild  cou ld  b r in g  “ o n ly  a  p íate  o fb is c u its ”  ; 
an oth er “  a  dozen a p p les fo r th e d in n e r” ; one had 
no toys at h o m e, b u t b ro u g h t a  five-cent p ie cc  she
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had treasu rcd  “ to b u y  so m eth in ’ for som e little  
feller th at h a s  n ’ t n othin ’ ” ; o n e  to ok  a ll  h e r  m o n ey 
and b rou gh t to  h e r  Sun day-sch ool teach er a  painted 
can dy b ird -cage, a n d  said, ‘ ‘ I w a n t it to g o  on  the 
tree for som e ch ild  p oorer ’ii  m e .”

A n d  ho w  w ere th e child ren  in v ite d — th ose ch il­
dren w h o w ere to  b e  th e gu ests o f  thé clu b ?

Six h u n dred  in vitation s w ere  printed. A n  Invi­
tation Com rriittee. w as form ed to  distribu te these 
invitations w ith  th e greatest care  to persons w ho 
would be.resp o n 'sib le 'for.every  tic k e t; th at is, th ey  
gave no in vitation  to a n y  ch ild  w ith o u t k n o w in g  
the parents o r .s o m e tliin g o f  th e recip ien t’s h isto ty , 
and w ritin g, th e c h ild ’s ñ am e oh  th e fron t o f  the 
card, w ith th e g iv e r’s ñ am é on  th e  back.

F o r th ree  d a ys b efore  th e festival, th ese little 
“ g u e sts”  cou ld  com e to th é c lo th in g  room , and 
from the donations . m ade b y  th e “  m em b ers”  
receive boots, shoes, dresses, h ood s, trousers, and 
ja c k e ts— w h atever th e y , n eed ed  to en ab le  th cm  
to present a  n ea t and o rd e rly  a p p ea ra n ce ia t the 
festival.

L e t  US lo o k  into th e C ity  H a ll a t  'half-past. onc, 
on th e  afternoon o f  H o ly  Inn ocents’ D a y , D ecem b er 
28th, the m ost f ittin g  d a y  for th is ch ild ren ’s feast.

T h e  g a lle ry  is reserved  for th ose m em b ers o f th e  
club who h a v e  n o w o rk  to do d u rin g  th at añer- 
uoon. B u t, beside th ese, n o  o th e r sp ectators are 
adm itted to  th e h a l l ; n o  grow n  persons, e x ce p t the 
com m ittees w h o are to  assist d u rin g  th e festival in 
various w ays. T h e  stag e  su pports a  lo fty  
tree, decorated  th at m o rn in g  b y  tb e  m em - 
bers, w hile, on  tables b eh in d , are heaped 
presents for six  h u n d red  children. A ro u n d  
ihe edge o f  th e h a ll, settees h a v e  been  placed 
for thc gu ests, w h ile  th e entire cen ter is  con­
verted in to a  b an qu et-hall.

T h irty  lo n g  tables are  lo a d e d  w ith  a ll that 
m akes C hristm as din n ers the b e s t in  the 
year. T e n  p lates are  la id  at each  side o f  those 
tables. A  la d y  is sta n d in g  a t  th e foot o f  eve ry  
table; a  m em b er o f  th e  c lu b  stands a t  e ith er side 
as “  w aiter,”  to see  th at n o g u e st la ck s an yth in g.

In the anteroom , th e R e ce p tio n  C om m ittee, 
consisting o f  fifteen b o ys and fifteen  girls, u nder 
the direction  o f  a  g e n tle m a n  w h o h as con sen ted to 
take ch a rge  o f  th e gu ests, a w ait th e arrivals.

L o o k in g  dow n th e  broad  staircase, w e see the 
lower h a ll filled  w ith ch ild ren , w hose eag er, up- 
turned faces are  rew ard  en o u g h  for a ll' th e labor.

Soon th e s ix  liu n d red  h ave  h a d  hats and caps 
and cloak s sa fe ly  ch eck ed , a n d  are m arsh aled  in 
thirty lines o f  tw en ty , e a ch  lin e h e a d e d  b y  one o f  
the R ecep tion  C o m m ittee . T h e  doors are  throw n 
open, th e b an d  p la y s  a  m a rch , a n d  th e  lo n g  p ro­
cession files ín — tw en ty  girls, th en  tw en ty  b o y s ;  up 
and down, in a n d  out, th ro u gh  th e  six  lo n g  aísles, 
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betw een  th e  tab les, a n d  tw ice  arou n d  th e  h a ll b e ­
fore th e la st one h as entered.

S u ch  a  lin e  o f  faces, b e a m in g  w ith j o y  o r tim id 
with bew ild ered  a w e ; ro u g h  h a ir  sm ooth to-d ay;. 
g r im y  han ds c lca n ly  s c ru b h e d ; n o harsh w ords, no 
jo s tlin g , n o  disorder, as ra n k  after ra n k  en tcrs, and 
th e q u ic k  eyes ta k e  in th e b e a u ty  o f  tbe C hristm as 
garlan ds, th e to w erin g  tree, and, b e st o f  al!, the 
go od -w ill M d  lo ve  ra d ia tin g  from  e ve ry  face.

A m o n g  th c  p resen ts señ t in  w as a  la rg e  dolí, 
h a n d so m ely  dressed, to  w h ich  w as p in n ed  th is n ote:

“  I f  thtsQ Í8 any liltle. 
lame girl at thc- f e s t i v a l j  

this dolí is for her.” .

A s  th e lin e  
w o u n d , a lo n g , a  
ten der m urm ur 
ran th ro u gh  
th e h a ll, for 
th ere, lean - • 
in g  upon 
crutch es, 
cam e a la m e  
gir l, a n d  ev­
ery  little  b o y

D IS T R IB U TIN G  T H E  g i f t s .

a n d  gir l w h ispered on th e in stan t, “  T h a t  do lí is 
for h e r .”

T h e  ch ild ren  stood aroun d th e tab les, th e leaders 
ta k in g  th eir p la ces at th e head .

T h e  m usician s la y  aside their Instrum ents, and 
a  d eep  qu iet rests u pon  th ose ran k s o f  children, 
as th e P r e s id e n  o f  th e  club rises and exten ds 
the C h ristm as g re e tin g  o f th e C h ild re n ’s  C h rist­
m as C lu b  to  its guests.

A fte r  th at, a  c lerg y m a n  to o k  th em  b a c k  to  that 
d a y , e igh teen  h u n dred  a n d  eigh ty-tw o ye ars  before, 
w hen th e grea t a n d  cru e l K in g  H ero d  sent out
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h is  d ecree th a t e ve ry  c h ild  u n d er tw o years oíd 
sh ou ld  b e  p u t to d e a th , a n d  h is execution ers w en t 
forth  a n d  s lau gh tered  e v e ry  o n e ; b u t th e little  
C h rist-ch ild  w as saved. S aved  for w h a t?  T o  live  
to te a ch  p eo p le  th a t little  ch ild ren  are p reciou s to 
th eir H e a v cn ly  F a th e r, and th a t in  e ve ry  little  
ch ild  is  so m eth in g  th a t «vill liv e  forever — the 

p rice o f  w h ich  is  far above rubies.
T h e  b a n d  then  p la ye d  g a y ly , and th e guests 

w h o h a d  w a ited  so  p a tie n tly  a n d  rcsp e ctfu lly  w ere 

in vited  to  p a rta k e  o f  th e  feast.
E v e ry  p ía te  h a d  b e e n  p re v io u sly  filled  w ith a 

generous su p p ly  o f  tu rk e y  o r ch ick en , a n d  everj 
tab le  h a d  a n  u n fa ilin g  source o f  h a m , ton gue, 
p ick les, ca k e , a n d  p ie , a n d  fo r n e a rly  a n  h o u r the 
little  hosts a n d  hostesses served  th eir gu ests before 
co n d u ctin g  them  to th e'settees aw aitin g  them .

Y o u  can  ju d g e  b e st w h eth er th e  din n er w as ap- 
p reciated , b y  m y  te llin g  y o u  o f  one little  g ir l w ho, 
w hen a sk e d  i f  she p referred  ch ick en  o r tu rk ey , 
rep lied , “  I  a in t never ta sted  ch ick en  ” ; and o f  the 
b o y  w ho p u t aside, in a  little  p ile  beside h is p íate, 
th e n icest p a rt o f  e v e ry th in g  g iv en  him . W h e n  
a sk e d  i f  h e  d id  n ot w a n t to eat th at, h e  lo ok ed  up 
sh y ly , sa y in g , “  P lease, m a y  I c a rry  th at hom e to 

M o th e r?  S h e ’s  s ic k .”
W h ile  th e childi-en are  m a rch in g  aroun d to  their 

seats, th ose th irty  ta b le s  d isap p ear as i f  b y  m agic, 
c a u g h t up b y  re a d y  han ds, le a v in g  th e floor clear 

fo r gam es a n d  arausem ents.
W h e re  w ere th e m o st e a g e r  fa c e s— a m o n g  the

“  m em b ers ”  in th e  ga lle ry  o r th e “  gu ests ”  about

th e h a ll?  W h ic h  w ere th e h ap p ier?
I th in k  th ere  w as no d ifferen ce; for w hen our 

hearts are  fu ll to th e  b rim  w ith  jo y ,  th e y  can  hold 
no m ore, a n d  i f  scream s a n d  p eáis o f  lau gh ter, 
a n d  q u ick  d a p p in g  o f  h a n d s, m ean  joyousness, 
th e y  w ere b o th  as h a p p y  as th e y  cou ld  be.

T h e re  w as so  m u ch to  e n jo y !
A  little  g ir l recited  b e a u tifu lly , “  ’T  was th e n ig h t 

b efore  C h r is tm a s” ; a  q u eer hobb y-h orse a s  la rg e  

as life cui-veted and p ran ced  abou t th e h a ll, ta k in g  
frig h t at everyth in g, and con vu lsin g  the house with 
la u gh te r a s  h e  w a lu e d  in  tim e w ith  th e m u s ic ; som e 
gen tlem en  sa n g  fu n n y  son gs and to ld  th e  m ost 
am u sin g  stories; a n d  su d d en ly  w ho sh ou ld  appear 
b u t S an ta  C la u s  h im se lf  1 H e  was “  c ioth ed  a ll m 
fur from  his h e a d  to  h is fe e t,”  a n d  carried  on  his 
b a c k  a  p a ck  con ta in in g  six  h u n dred  b ags o f  candy.

A s  th e su n ligh t fad cd , a  tin y  r a y  su d d en ly  flashed 
from  th e h ig h e st b ran ch  o f  th e C hristm as-tree, and 
a  little  voice cricd, “  O h, B essy , see th e star ’ ”  
T h e n  an o th er a n d  an o th er tw in k lin g  lig h t crep t 
out, till th e graccfu l C hristm as-tree stood transfig- 

u red , a ll a g le a m  w ith  light.

A  p retty  d ev ice  h a d  b e e n  to  tie  a m o n g  the 
bran ches “ sun -bow s,” as a  w ee one ca lle d  a  prism , 
a n d  th e tiny candles w ere re flected  in  a  hundred 

sw ayin g  m irrors.
A  qu iet aw e h a d  rested  u pon  th e ch ild ren  as they 

brea th less ly  w a tch e d  th e stars creep  o u t ; b u t as a  
flood o f  l ig h t  b u rst u pon  th e m  from  th e  ceilin g , a  
g ra n d h u rra h  w en t u p. T h e n  a s tr a in  o f  m u sic  carne, 
soft a t  first, b u t soon sw eU ing ín to a  m ig h ty  c h o ru s;

“  Praise God from whom all blessings flow."

W h e re  are th e  presents a ll th is tim e ? Safely 
w a itin g  on  lo n g  ta b les b e h in d  th e tree, w h ere  now 
each  ra n k  o f  tw en ty  is  le d  b y  th e  hosts, w ho have 
so cord ia lly  done th eir d u ty  th ro u g h  th e afternoon.

U p  th e flig h t, a t  th e  le ft  o f  th e s ta g e , go es the 
lo n g  procession, on  to th e  stag e, a n d  n ea r that 
g litte rin g  tree w h ose b ro a d  arm s stretch  ou t as if 
to w elcom e th em . T h e n  a  p resen t is la id  in  every 
h a n d . a n d  on goes th e lin e  dow n  th e steps a t  the 
rig h t, ou t ín to th e  dressin g-rooras, a n d  th en  hom e.

T h e  la m e  ch ild , w h om  w e saw  w h en  she carne 
in , recelves th e  dolí sen t for h e r ;  a n d  a m o n g  the 
fath ers a n d  m oth ers th ere  n o t one can  k e ep  b a ck

tho tears. , ,
“  T h e y  s lu n g  m e a  p a ir o ’ skates ! ”  c n e d  one boy 

w ho lite ra lly  cou ld  n o t restrain  h is joy.
I t  seem ed to b e  a lw ays th e r ig h t th in g  for the 

r ig h t ch ild . W a s  i t  becau se  th e y  h a v e  so few, 
th a t any g ift is precious?

B u t  even  th is is  n ot a ll;  for, a fter th e y  are 
w rap p ed  in their out-door garm en ts (w hich are all 
too th in ), a p p les a n d  oran ges are s lip p ed  in to their 
p o c k e ts , a n d  p a ck a g e s o f  food fo r s ick  m others 

are put in to th eir hands.
T h u s  closes th e  h a p p y  day.
L o o k in g  up th e  d eserted  staircase, a  little  later, 

a  gen tlem an  saw , a ll u ncon scious o f  .tim e or place, 
a  c h ild  s ittin g  th ere , w ith  a  d o lí— h e r  first dolí, 
p ro b a b ly — tig h tly  c lasp ed  in  h e r  a rm s, gently 
sw ayin g  to a n d  fro, croo n in g a  soft lu llaby.

W ill yo u  p rin t a ll th is, S x . N i CHOI.a s  ?
W ill  y o u  a sk  y o u r read ers i f  th ere  sh a ll n o t be 

oth er C hristm as c lu b s th is y e a r  ? I f  a ll th e chil­
dren  in  e ve ry  c ity , e ve ry  tow n, a n d  e ve ry  village, 
sh a ll n ot h ave  one good  d inner, one h a p p y  day, 

e v e ry  y e ar?
I f  y o u  w ill d o  th is, d ear ST. NICHOLAS, I a m  sure 

1 m a y  g ive  y o u  th e  th an k s o f  a ll th e m em bers of 
th e P o rtlan d  C hristm as C lu b , w h o h ave  learn ed  by 
exp erien ce th at there is n o  w a y  so sure o f  m aking 
th eir ow n  h earts g la d  as to m a k e  g la d  th ose o f their 
less fortún ate  broth ers a n d  sisters.

G O  T H O U  A N D  D O  L IK E W IS E .

Ayuntamiento de Madrid



U - ! í ’-ñ

^  7Z>

\ ^ e e  M ^^herTí^bbarí,

v J g c  M o t h e r  m r U m ’ í .
Jio-n. to t1»e. C u p b o a ré U  
T tiit  fíiiJ in g  th e  Cupt>oai*Í b a re  

jP-ulletl- uiifc o f  tk e  p r c s s  
^ a y  i a t m  d reSS  

^JFúst m a tc h iT ig  l i e r  ¿ o ld e u  I t 'a i r . -=é
, ■     'ii.TT.

o c  X  n  X X -

<5^he  -W e n t  t ó  f l i e  B a K e r V  

F o v  C 2)oJfy^S  fresh. b r e a d -  

Z ^ h ^ - W h e ñ .  sh s. carne t a c k  

{ íJ ? f 1 / 7 Z ) o / r  ■Was' in .  b e d -

C i

Ayuntamiento de Madrid



x ^ é  vV cn ^ to  tKe  _ B a rb e T &  
T r ie d  o n V a  -vYhlte \ V i g ^  

-^ n d . -vVKen-Vslie ta tw e  b a c k ,  
< 2 > o Z ^  d a n c e d  a

Sl^C'vv’ent l^ 'tK e F ra lte re r ’í  
7 3  T>uy Ker íom e friiií>

w lie n . sK e  ra m c  b a c k - 
T D o ll p layed. tiie  lute.-

5 ke -Went ta tK e  T ailo r!s
'T 'o h v iy  Qj red. coatv

-»eken- ¿lie came tack- 
\-1iy o l(y  r o d e ^ o n  a  ^ oat’

iS^ke W ent to  tk e  
7 o  Tmy líe r  s«nne-

’ d. w h e B -  ¿ h e  c a - r a e ,  k 'S .d H ' 
I h  -wa,g •=>reá3-j-n-¿ the

Ayuntamiento de Madrid



i ^ K e  'W É t t t  ^ D o c t o r J ^

'X o  get Tier íome. 'iD-uStarÁ 
-Wlren íke eaine baclc 

f ( x ) o I l iva5 eatiTvg a custafd

. 9 K e  W e n t  t o  t k e  g a n d e n  

X o x ' p e o n i e s  i ? a T e  
.■fydíxvA- -W K e n  sTve c a r n e  b a c l i -  
f j } o l l  w a s  d r c S S i n g  V e r  í » a í f

i 'U e  > v e n t to^tH e  H a t t e r ’s  
T o  g e t  I v e n  n e W  K a t  

/ T T in d  wTien. s"ke  ta m e  t a c K  
í ' I Z 7 o í ¿  tv a s  s c o X A in é  ÍK.e C a t /

Ayuntamiento de Madrid



rWent to y e  S 'e m p S t r e í S  

g e t  bits o f  l in - e i t  
fí^ntl- 'vv'hcn sne come baxrlc-
V ÍT e r  " J ío lly  -was SpijiniiL.

i f h * .  - W e n t  t o  y e . H c S i e r ^ í  

^  b u y  ] > e r  S o r n e  h o ¿ e  

/ t T L n d  w K e n -  s K e  c a u t v e .  back-
J y o l i  iV aá  d r e s s e d  m  TieW cT o tb eS '

Ü I L e  H ^ sc pIí̂ ^  d ¿ ^  isscLptCsy,  

.^ lO í-e  n s e á c

’~ |p k -e  3 ? ® 2= Z m ¿  B u i d i  A / o r t ^  

/ " - v í>  n r i t s  C O o H y ,  T lo t V ; ” .

W O R K  A N D  P L A Y  FOR Y O U N G  F O L K .  XI.

M y  D e a r  B o y s  a n d  G ir l s  ; W ith  a  view  to  p ro vid in g  som e p leasan t w ork for y o u , and offering a 
w o rth y  in cen tive  for y o u r efforts, I m ak e th e fo llo w in g proposition  to a ll y o u n g  folk, from  eleven  to 

seventeen ye ars  o f  a ge , w ho m a y  h a p p cn  to read  this p a g e  o f  S t . N i c h o l a s  :

M ak e  th e b e st illustrátion, o r set o f  illustrations, th at y o u  possib ly can , for a n y  one o f  th e th ree  poems 
on the opposite page. T h e  sen d er o f  th e b e s t  illustrátion, or se t o f  illustration s, u nder th e conditions 

stated  b e lo w , w ill b e  presen ted  b y  th e  u n d ersign ed  w ith  a  p rize,-in  m o n ey, o f  $20.00; for th e second 

best d raw in g, or set o f  di-awings, a  prize o f  $10.00 w ill b e  g iv en  ; a n d  fo r th e  th ird  best, a  prize o f  $5.00- 

T h e  conditions a r e ^  fo llo w s:
( i ) T h e  draw ings m ust b e  e n tire ly  orig in al, bo th  in  design  a n d  execution , a n d  m a d e  w ithout any 

assistance.

{2) T h c y  m u st b e  draw n on sm ooth w h ite  draw in g-p ap er o r Bristol-board.
{3) D ra w in gs m ade w ith a  p en  a n d  je t-b la c k  draw in g-in k  w ill b e  p referred , th ou gh  pencils w ill be 

állowed.
{4) N o  picture m ust b e  e ith er w ider o r h ig h e r  th an  ten  inches, a n d  a ll m ust b e  m ailed  f la t; that 

is, n ot rolled  o r folded.
(5) A d d ress a ll draw ings for com petition  to  S i l a s  G r e e n ,  care o f  S t .  N i c h o l a s ,  33 E a s t ly th  Street, 

N ew  Y o r k  C ity .
(6) T h e  draw ings m u st b e  accom p an ied  w ith the fu ll ñ am e, a g e , a n d  p ostal address o f  th e artist, 

w ritten  on  a  sep árate piece o f  paper, pasted lig h tly  upon th e b a c k  o f  th e d raw in g. D o  n o t send an)’ 

le tter req u irin g  a  reply.

(7) U n su ccessfu l draw ings w ill b e  retu rn ed, provided fu ll p ostage  for th e purposc has b een  sent.
(8) T h e  prizes are to b e  aw arded  b y  a  com m ittee o f  fo iir persons chosen  from  th e ed itoria l and 

a rt room s o f  TH E C e n t u r y  C o ., and th e successfu l p ictures, u pon  p a ym en t o f  th e prizes n am ed, will 

b eco m c th e p ro p erty  o f  th e  S t . N iCHOLAS M a g a z i n e .
(9) N ü draw in g w ill b e  adm itted  for com petition  i f  received  a fter Jan u ary 15, 1884.

I f  it p rove advisable, th e b est draw ing, o r set o f  draw ings (or, possib ly, a il th e  draw ings fo r whidi 

prizes sh all h ave  b een  aw arded), w ill b e  p rin ted  w ith  th e p oem s in S t .  N i c h o l a s  for A p r il, 1884.
T h e  sam e artist m a y  ¡Ilústrate a ll th e poem s, i f  h e  or she so  desires ; b u t in th at case each  sepárate 

draw in g m u st b e  d istin ctly  lab e led  a t  th e bo ttom  with th e title  o f  th e poem  it is in tcn d ed  to illustrate.

O f  course, th ose b o y s and girls w h o h a v e  stud ied  draw in g w ill use th e ir  u tm ost sk ill in  p rep arin g  these 

illustrations ; b u t even  those w ho h ave  n ot learn ed  ho w  to d raw  are  in vited  to send ro u g h  sk etch es of
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what th ey  th in k  th e p ictures should  b e — for w h o know s b u t th at th is plan  m a y  b r in g  to lig h t a  grea t 
original gen ius ?

N ow , m y  friends, you h ave  a ll th e ru les se t dow n  catego rically , and yo u  are  resp ectfu lly  requ ested  to 
observe them  closely , for th e sak e  o f  th e com m ittee o f  four, a s  w e ll as for you r own.

M an y o f  y o u  w ill rem em b er th at th e y o u n g  a u th or o f  “  C h ristin a  C h u m in g  ”  p u blish ed  her first poem  
in S t . N i c h o l a s  w h en  sh e  was a  little  g ir l o f  ten  years.

L e t m e sa y  h ere  th at th e d ear L ittle  S ch o o l-m a ’a m  and you r friend J a c k — w ho, you  see, ¡s erow ded 
out this m o n th — sen d  th eir h e a rty  greetin gs. Y o u r  sincere friend,

SiLAS G r e e n .

A  S Q U I R R E L , A  B IR D , A N D  A  B O Y . 

B y  J o h n  V a n c e  C h e n e y .

C H R I S T I N A  C H U R N I N G .

B y  D o r a  R e a d  G o o d a l e .

A  H A Z E L -N U T  h u n g  in  th e to p  o f  a  t r e e ; 
“ H a ," , ch irp ed  S ir  S qüirrel, “ th at fellow  for 

m e ! ”
T h e n  h e  w h isk ed  h is ta il h ig h  over h is back, 
A nd b ega n  to  m ap ou t h is p lan  o f  attack.

“ Suppose, M r. F r is k y , yo u  take it n ow ,”
Piped N n t-h atch  u p  from  a  h a n d y  b o u g h ;
T hen  h e  w ip ed  h is b ilí  a n d  w ig g le d  h is w in g, 
R ead y th e m inute S ir  Sqüirrel sh ou ld  spring.

A s th e two sa t sh a rp ly  e y in g  each  other,
A lon g cam c a  boy. “ N ow , som ehow  a -n u th e r,” 
Said h e , “ th a t n u t h as g o t to  com e down,
A n d, ju s t  fo r a  ch an g e, ta k e  a  trip  to to w n .”

Com e dow n it d id ; w h ile  sqüirrel a n d  bird  
Sat so s till n ot a  h a ir  o r a  feath er s t ir r e d :
T h e k in k  w as a ll ou t o f  S ir  F r is k y ’s tail,
A nd N u t-h a tch ’s b ilí  felt b lu n t as a  nail.

’T  is n’ t b est to b e  too certain , yo u  see,
A bout th e p lu m p  nuts in th e  to p  o f  th e  tree.

A  F A I R Y 'S  O R D E R .

B y  M . F .  B u t t s .

L i t t l e  b la c k  spinner, spin m e som e lace, 
F in e  a s  fine can  b e ;

1 am  g o in g  to diñe w ith  th e butterfly  
A n d  m eet th e bu m ble-bee.

Y o u  k n ow  ho w  rich  th e h u m m in g-bird  i s —  
H e  w ill b e  th ere , t o o ;

I am  g o in g  to  w ear a  p o p p y-lea f dress 
A n d  diam onds o f  dew.

L ittle  b la ck  spinner, sp in  aw ay,
A n d  d o  y o u r v e ry  best,

T h a t  I m a y  trim  m y  p o p p y -lea f dress,
A n d  lo o k  as w e ll as th e rest.

C r e a k , c r e a k ! b en ea th  tw o hard en ed  han ds 
T h e  yellow  chu rn  u n fla g g in g  s w in g s ;

In  p la id ed  fro ck  C h ristin a  stands 
A n d  ro cks it as she sings.

T h e  ra flered  ceilin g, d a rk  a n d  low,
T h e  ju ttin g  m an tel, brow n w ith  sm oke,

In seasoned tim bers still can  show 
T h e ir  to u g h , u n y ie ld in g  oak.

In  this w ide-fronted chim n ey-place,
T h is  brick -la id  h earth  th at glow s again ,

I re a d  th e o íd  N ew  E n g ia n d  race 
O f  ru g g e d  m aids a n d  m en.

C hristina, w ith h e r  northern eyes,
H e r flaxen  braid s, h e r  yellow  hood,

, C a n  n ever claim  th e ftu b b o rn  ties 
O f  th at rebellio us blood.

N o t she, th ose stran ger-looks confess,
T h a t  heavy-footed , peasan t tread,

T h e  w oolen hom esp u n  o f  h e r  drcss,
T h e  qu ilted  sk irt o f  re d ;

T h e  grass-green  rib bon, kn otted  thrice,
T h e  cotton  k erch ie f, bord ered  ga y ,

T h a t  colored  to  h e r  ch ild ish  eyes 
A  Sw ed ish  g a la  day.

S h e sings —  a  voice u ntrain ed  and you n g,
A  sim p le m easure, free a s  ra in ;

I follow  th ro u gh  th e foreign  tongue 
T h e  little  w ild  refrain.

C re a k , creak  1 b en ea th  her hard en ed  hands 
T h e  ye llo w  c h u m  im stead y sw in g s ;

T w o  tears d rop  sin g ly  w here she stands, 
U n b id d en , as she sings.
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T O  O U R  R E A D E R S .

“  T h e  L a n d  o f  F i i e  ”  w a s  c o m p le te d  b y  C a p ta in  M a y n e  R e id  o n ly  a  fe w  w e e k s  b e fo re  bis 

d e a th . T h o u g h  th e  m a iiu s c r ip t a r r iv e d  to o  la te  fo r  u s to  p re s e n t m o re  th a n  o n e  d r a w m g  w ith  

th e  first in staU m en t, th e  s u c c e e d in g  c h a p te rs  w ill b e  fre e ly  i l lu s tr a te d — th e  en tire  m a n u s c n p t  b e m g  

a lr e a d y  in  th e  a rtis t ’ s h a n d s . I n  o n e  o f  h is  le tte r s  to  th e  e d ito r, C a p ta m  R e íd  w r o te  a s  fo llo w s 

c o n c e m in g  th e  s to r y : “  1  h a v e  e n d e a v o r e d  to  m a k e  th e  ta le  in s tru c tiv e , a n d  th e  m fo rm a tio n  o f  

T e r r a  d e l F u e g o  c o n v e y e d  b y  i t  e m b r a c e s  n e a r ly  a l l  th a t  is  k n o w n  o f  th a t  w e ird  la n d . I h e  

N a tu r a l H is to r y  m a y  b e  re lie d  u p o n .”

I t  h a s  b e e n  fo u n d  im p r a c tic a b le  to  b e g m  p r in tin g  M iss  A lc o t t ’ s “  S p in n in g -w h e e l ’ s to n e s  

th e  p re s e n t issiie  o f  S t .  N i c h o l a s ,  b u t  th e  s e c o n d  a n d  c o n c lu d in g  p a r t  o f  th e  C h n s tm a s  ta le  b y  
th e  sa m e  a u th o r  (“  S o p h ie ’s  S e c re t,”  p a g e  1 1 4 )  w ill c o n s o lé  o u r g ir l-re a d e rs  fo r  th e  o m iss io n  o f  

“ M a d a m  S h ir ie y ’s  S to r y ,”  T h is ,  th e  first o f  th e  “ S p in n in g - w h e e l”  s to n e s ,  w ill  b e . g iv en  

w ith o u t  fa il in  th e  J a n u a ry  n u m b e r. I t  sh o u ld  b e  s a id  c o n c e r n m g  th e  “  S p m n m g -w h e e l sto n es 

th a t , th o u g h  th e y  w e re  a m io u n c e d  a s  “ a  s e r ia l,”  th e y  p r o v e  to  b e  3. senes  o f  sh o rt ta le s , 'e a c h  

c o m p le te  in  itse lf, th o u g h  a ll are  to  b e  p r in te d  u n d e r  th e  o n e  g e n e r a l t it lc .  A t  th e  tim e  o u r  pros- 

n e c tu s  w a s  se n t to  th e  p rin te r , M iss  A lc o t t  h a d  in  m in d  a  se r ia l s t o r y ; b u t  sh e  h a s  s m c e  c h a n g e d  

h e r  p la n  a n d  d e c id e d  in  fa v o r  o f  a  se ries  o f  sh o rt ta les. E v e r y  n u m b e r  o f  S t .  N i c h o l a s  for 

18 8 4 , th e re fo re , w ill c o n ta in  o n e  o f  th e se  sh o rt sto r ie s , a n d  t h e  s e n e s  w ill  b e  q u ite  a s  in te re stin g  

a n d  w e lc o m e , w e  tru st, a s  a  lo n g  se r ia l w o u ld  be.

T h e  v a r ie ty  a n d  e x te n t  o f  C h r is tm a s  a ttr a c tio n s  w h ic h  o u r p a g e s  p re s e n t th is  m o n th  com pe! 

u s to  o m it fo r o n c e , “  J a c k - in -th e -P u lp it ,”  th e  L e t t e r - b o x . th e  R id d le - b o x , a n d  th e  R e p o r t  o f  the 

A g a s s iz  A s s o c ia t io n . T h e s e  a ll  w ill  a p p e a r , h o w e v e r , in  th e  J a n u a r y  S t . N i c h o l a s , w h ic h  also 

w iIl b e  a  H o lid a y  n u m b e r. T 'h e  c o n te n ts  o f  th is  se c o n d  H o l id a y  n u m b e r  w i l l  in c h id e , b es id es 

m a n v  o th e r  d e lig h tfu l c o n tr ib u tio n s , a  tw e lv e - p a g e  C h r is tm a s  s to r y  b y  H .  H .,  e n title d  “  C h n s tm a s  

a t  th e  P in k  B o a rd in g -h q u s e ,”  w ith  p ic tu r e s  b y  M r .  S a n d h a m ; th e  c o n c lu d in g  p a r t  o f  th e  s to ry  y  

J u lia n  H a w th o r n e  b e g u n  in  th is  n u m b e r ;  a n d  a  s h o r t  C h r is tm a s  s to r y  b y  R o s e  H a w th o rn e  

L a th r o p  (th e  so n  a n d  d a u g h te r  o f  N a th a n ie l  H a w th o r n e  b e in g  th u s re p re s e n te d  m  o n e  " u n ib e r o l  

S t  N i c h o l a s ) ; th e  c o n c lu d in g  c h a p te r  o f  M r. B o y e s e n 's  s to r y  o f  “  M a g m e ’s D ^ g e r o i i s  R id e  ; 

a n d  th e  s e c o n d  in staU m en t o f  M r. S to d d a id ’s  “  W in te r  F u n ,”  n e c e s s a n ly  p o s tp o n e d  fro m  th is  issue.

T o  th e  la r g e  n u m b e r  o f  re a d e rs  w h o  w ill d e p lo re  th e  a b s e n c e  th is  m o n th  o f  th e  R e p o r t  o f  th e 
“ A g a s s iz  A s s o c ia t io n ,”  w e  g la d ly  p ro m is e  a  re p o r t  o f  d o u b le  th e  u su a l le n g th  in  o u r  n e x t  num ber. 

A n d  w e  ta k e  th e  p re s e n t o p p o r tu n ity  to  h e a r t i ly  c o m m e n d  th is  a c t iv e  a n d  a d m ir a b le  C lu b  to  a  

w h o  are  in te re ste d  in  th e  s tu d y  o f  N a tu r e , w h e th e r  re a d e rs  o f  S t . N i c h o l a s  o r  n o t  U n d e r  

M r. B a lla r d ’s  e n th u sia stic  a n d  a b le  le a d e r sh ip , th e  A s s o c ia t io n  h a s  g r o w n  to  a  m e m b ersh ip  oí 

6000, e m b r a c in g  c h a p te rs  w h ic h  re p re se n t a lm o s t e v e r y  p o r t io n  o f  th e  U n it e d  S ta te s , w h ü e  m an y 

p ro m in e n t sc ie n tists  h a v e  sh o w n  th e ir  in te re st b y  a c c o r d in g  th e  C lu b  th e ir  e a rn e st a id  a n d  encour- 

a g e m e n t. W e  ta k e  p le a s u re  in  c a llin g  s p e c ia l  a tte n tio n  to  th e  m o n th ly  re p o rte  o f  th e  A ssocia- 

tio n , a n d  a ss u rin g  a ll re a d e rs  th a t  a  g r e a t  m a n y  v e r y  in te re s t in g  a c c o u n ts  a n d  íte m s  o f  p erson a  

o b se rv a tio n  fro m  b o y s  a n d  g ir ls  a ll  o v e r  th e  c o u n tr y  a re  g iv e n  m  th e  m o d e s t , fin e  ty p e  o f  tlic 

“  A . A . ”  p a g e s .

T h e  J a n u a ry  R id d le - b o x  w ill  c o n ta in  th e  ñ a m e s  o f  so lv e rs  o f  th e  p u zz le s  in  th e  N o v e m b e r  

n u m b e r,—  a n d  a lso  th e  a n sw e rs  to  th e  N o v e m b e r  p u zzles.

Ayuntamiento de Madrid
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