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T H E  L I T T L E  Q U A K E R  S I N N E R .  

B y  L u c y  L i n c o l n  M o n t g o m e r y .

A  I.ITTLF. Q uaker maiden, with dimpled cheek and chin,
Before ati ancient mirror stood, and viewed her form within.
She wore a gown o f sober gray, a  cape dem ure and prim,

,W ith  only simple fold and hem , yet dainty, neat, and trim.
H ef'b q n n et, tdo,, ivas gray and stiff; its only line o f grace 

•‘ W as in the lace-,'so soft and w hite, shirred round her rosy face.

Quoth she:, “ Oh, how 1 hatc this h a t! 1 hate this gown and cape!
I do •wish all m y clothes were not o f such outlandish shape I 
T h e  children passing by to school have ribbons 011 their h a ir;
T h e  little girl next door wears b lu e ; oh, dear, if I could daré, 
í  know what !■'should like to d o ! ” — (T he words were whispered low,
Lest such tremeiidous heresy should reach her aunts below.)

C a lm ly  reading in the parlor sat the good aunts, Faith and Peace,
L ittle  dream ing how rebellious throbbed the heart of their young niece.
A ll their prudent humble teaching w illfully she east aside,
A n d , her mind now fully conquered by vanity and pride,
She, with trem bling heart and fingers, on a hassock sat her down,
A n d  this little Q uaker sinncr sewed a .tuck into her gown J

“  Little Patience, art thou ready? Fifth day-m eeting time has come,
M ercy Jones and Goodm an Eider with his wife have left their hom e.”
’T  was Aunt F aith ’s sweet voice that called her, and the naughty little m aid—  
G liding down thc dark oíd stair-way— hoped their notice to evade,
K eeping shyly in their shadow as they went out at the door,
A h , never little Quakeress a guiltier conscicnce boro!

D ear A u n t Faith walked looking upw ard; all her thoughts were puré and h o ly ; 
A n d  A u n t Peace w.alked gazing downward, with a humble mind and lowly.
B u t “ tu c k  tuck !  "  chirped the sparrows, at the little maidcn's side ;
A n d , in passing Farm er W atson’s, where the barn-door opened wide,
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Every sound that issued from it, every grunt and every cluck,
Seem ed to her affrightcd fancy like “ a  t u c k ! ”  “ a  t u c k ! ” “ a  t u c k !”

In m eeting Goodm an E ider spoke o f pride and vanity,
W hile all the Friends seemed looking round that dreadful tuck to see. 
How it swelled in its proportions, till it seemed to fill the air,
A n d  the heart o f little Patience grew  heavier with her care.
O h, the glad relief to her, when, prayers and exhortations ended, 
Behind her two good aunties h er hom eward w ay she w endedl

T h e  pomps and vanities o f life she ’d seized with eager arms.
A n d  deeply she had tasted o f the world’s alluring charm s,—
Y ea, to the dregs had drained them , and only this to find: ■
A ll was vanity o f spirit and i ’exation o f the mind.
So, repentant, saddened, hum bled, on her hassock she sat down,
A nd this little Q uaker sinner ripfied the tuck otU o f  her gown

Ou don’t  know Daisydown, do 
y o u s a y ?  It is six miles from 
Denhain station, and thrcc by 
boat from H em ingway, if you 
go inside Bear Island,—  sev­
en, i f  you go outside, over the 
bar. T h e  village overflows, 
so to speak, from its hollow 

am ong the foot-hills, by  one narrow picturesque 
Street dowji to the picr at Daisydown Sands. It is 
scarcely more than a  collection o f quaint, grass- 
grown lañes and alleys, pientifully shaded by elms, 
willows, and silver-leaf poplars —  dear, old-fash­
ioned trees I — with houses dotted down here and 
there am ong them.

Daisydown is thc most original place I ever sa w ; 
there is a  strong flavor o f individuality about 
every person and everything in it, from oíd C ap ’n 
Azariah T histlc, who keeps the store by  the picr, 
and who thinks it quite the proper th in g to inquire 
your lineage, occupation, and circumstances, as

soon as he leám s your ñame, to Miss Peabody 
at the extrem e other end o f Daisydown, who has 
such a m ania for clcan aprons that she keeps a 
drawer full o f them, and in any unusual or cx- 
citing circumstances,—  and for no earthly reason 
that any sane body can see,—  m akes haste to put 
one on.

E very  one knows the Dalzells o f Daisydown. 
From  time immemorial the race have lived in Dal- 
zell H all, which was built before Revolutionat)’ 
days by  some dead-and-gone Dalzell, who had a 
rightcous horror o f going upstairsj for it is only 
a  stor\’-and-a-half high, with sixteen rooms on the 
ground floor, and all m anner o f angies; to say 
nothing o f a court in the interior, o f a  delight­
ful oriental stylc. T h e garret is without partition 
or p laster; a great mysterious barn o f a place, 
full o f bewitching dim ligh t from the odd oíd doi- 
mcr-windows, and only accessible from the tower 
stairs- Y e s, thcre is a tower, too, some sixty feet 
high ! T h e room under it, on thc first floor, is
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called the tower ro o m ; from it the stairs ascend, 
and above its ceiling they wind about the sqiiare 
walls to the top, with a queer little door in the 
second story, leading to the garret, in onc com er 
of which the Dalzell boys have fitted up a good
gymnasium.

Outwai-dly, Dalzell H all is a mass o f ivy and 
woodbine, V irginia  creeper, and other vines, from 
end to end. From  its h ill it commands the Islue 
sea to the east and south ; to the west lies Daisy- 
dcwn in its hollows, and northward across the 
coantry you catch, on a clear day, the glim m er of 
D 'nham church-spires. T h e  grounds are ampie, 
but neglected, as every one says, since the present 
Mr. Dalzell’sw ife  died. A  quiet, proud man is Mr. 
Tiipton D alzell; absorbed in business in the city; 
running out to Denham  b y  the cars, and down to 
D lisydown b y carriage at all sorts of odd m om ents; 
a|,parently leaving his boys entirely to their own 
dt-vices, but in leality kecping an cagle  eye upon 
them and their doings. He can trust his house- 
kceper and servants; they all are m iddle-aged 
piople, who have lived at tlie H all before ever he 
nvirried and brought his wife there.

If you happen to be on the pier at nine on a 
bi'oezy June m orning, when the tug “  Orion "  comes 
over from H em ingway, you probably will sec 011 
Miriconnet H ead a  gray horse bearing an agüe 
\íjung rider dressed in n a v y b lu c ; and that rider 
will be R anald Dalzell. O r if you choose to poke 
among the rocky glcns and valleys south o f D aisy- 
(l')wn, you will probably happen upon a slcndcr, 
bljck-eyed, fifteen-year-old chap, tvith a geologist’s 
hammer and bag, who is sure to be Houghton 
Dalzell. A n d  again, i f  you take a boat and skim 
out bcyond the bar, in the quiet o f a  dull, bluish 
afiernoon, with the sea like glass, and a  yellow 
slreak all along the horizon, you will certainly find 
a little dory ly in g , mast unshipped, at anchor, and 
a brown, wiry lad with a  restless, alert eye, fisliing 
over the stcrn. W hereupon, your boatm an will 
remark;

“  It ’s just M aster Phil D alzell, sir."
And by and by, between thc flaws that pres­

ently come from the bluish-gray clouds, you will 
see the little dory, close-rccfcd, skim m ing away 
over the long waves for Daisydown pier.

“ D ro w n h im ?”  says your boatm an ; “ you can’t 
clrowii Master Phil, s ir; h e ’s the fishiest fish of 
’em all,”

Houghton and Phil are bro th crs; Phil is thir- 
teen. R anald is an orphan cousin who has grown 
up at Dalzell Hall, and m ight also be a brother 
for all the differcnce you can see. T h ere  is a 
strong affection between the lads. R anald’s is, by 
ail odds, the most rem arkablc character. G ray 
alert eyes, red hair, and plentiful freckles, has

R a n a ld ; a  well-knit, supple, “  stocky ”  figure 
for a  fourteen-ycar-old b o y ; a  quick teniper kept 
under by  a  trcmendous w ill; plenty o f invención, 
tact, and self-assurance. O h, R anald is m y favorite, 
—  1 own up to it. F or the other two,—  they 
are smart enough. Y o u  never saw a D alzell of 
Daisydown that was n ’t smart,—  a  real boy or 
m an, and quite up to his time.

B ut the glimpses of the Dazells here presented 
are taken during the summer vacation, remember. 
W ith  Daisydown in its winter aspect, we have 
nothing to do. T h e  boys were back from Boston 
schools to the dear oíd delightful hom e nooks and 
occupations. W h at Boston schools did you say  ? 
W el!, I shall keep the secret o f Daisydown and 
m y heroes, but I w ill just hint that Chauncy Hall 
m ay have known and held the Dalzells.

A n d  now to m y story.

It was in the breakfast-room at seven on a June 
morning that Mr. Tripton Dalzell sat at table with 
his three boys. There was always much lively 
talk at meal-times,—  that is, am ong the boys. 
Mr. Tripton Dalzell liad a  way o f encouraging 
people to talk, and saying next to nothing h im self 
In this way lie knew his boys tlioroughly. T h ey  
never felt his prcsence to be a  restraint, and yet, 
when he spokc, there was instant obedience. On 
that particular June morning, Phil, the youngest 
Dalzell, was in a very exubcrant mood, and when 
Mrs. M erriam, the housckceper, said to h im ; 
“  Y our fatlier spokc to you, M aster Phil,”  he was 
in the act of recovering him self from a dive under 
the table after Prince, that dog having feloniously 
appropriated a whole biscuit from the edge o f the 
table besidc Phil’s píate.

“ Put the dog out, Phil; I wish to speak to 
y o u ,”  said Mr. Tripton Dalzell.

P hil obeyed. T lierc was a business-like expres- 
sioii on his father’s face w hich subdued all thc boys 
into a fecling of expcctancy.

“ W e  are about to receive a new inmate into 
our house,”  said Mr, Dalzell, in a matter-of-fact 
way. “ I think a  day’s notice wül serve you,—  
for getting accustomed to the idea, I mean. 1 
have a N ew Y o rk  friend who has a  daughter 
about Ranald’s age. She left the city yesterday 
for the summer, and slic will arrive here to-mor- 
row. Mrs. Merriam will take charge o f hcr, and 
I shall expect you three boys to malte hcr vacation 
as agrceabie as you can.”

Silence and dism ay reigned around the table. 
W a s this thc end o f their delightful vacation 
plans? T o  be tied to a  girl’s apron-strings all 
summer? How about the long fishing trip in the 
b ig  yacht with oíd C ap’n Azariah? H ow  about 
the glorious geologizing trips on Daisydown
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830 T l-IE  D A L Z E I - L S  O F  D A I S Y D O W N . [ S b p t e m d e r ,

Ledges, and the wild gallops over “ hill and holt, 
moor and fen ?”

T h e  Dalzells looked at one another; Mrs. Mcr- 
riam’s mouth twitched at the eorners, but Mr- 
Tripton Dalzell was coolly impassive.

“ Miss M o lly A rn o ld  is likely to arrive by  any 
one o f three routes," proceeded Mr. Dalzell, “  con­
sequently, to insui-e our m eeting her, 1 must assign 
each o f you to a  special station.

T h e  Dalzells opened their mouths simultane- 
ously, as if in haste to sp ca k ; but closed them 
again, as Mr. Dalzell continued;

“  H oughton, I desire you to takc Judy and the 
open b u g gy  and go lo the Eastern station at Den- 
ham to m cet thc ten o’clock train to-morrow 
morning. Phil at thc same hour must b e  at the 
Junction with Pat and the top b u g gy. Ranald 
can sail over to H em ingway by eight o’clock. He 
m ay use the ‘ N octun ie.’ ”

T h e  boys’ faces were a study. Mr. Tripton 
Dalzell had shrewdly m ingled the bitter with the 
sweet. Judy and Pat wcre two fine, matched 
trottei-s that Mr. Dalzell rarely allowed the boys 
to touch. A nd M aster Ranald, although he 
considered him self fully capable of it, was 
seldom perm itted to handle alone thc yacht 
“  N octurne.”

T h ree  tongues broke loose at once as Mr. D al­
zell left the breakfast-room.

“  T h ere  ’s a  fine piece o f luck for u s ! ”  declared
H oughton, sarcastically,roused from his usualcalm .

“  A  nam by-pam by city-girl,— all dress and fine 
airs,”  sputtered Phil angrily.

“ She wont takc to me, th a t ’s one com fort,” 
said R anald with a good deal o f philosuphy. 
“ S h e ’ll ca li me ‘ that red-headcd b o y ,’ and let 
m e alone. G irls never do like me. S h e ’ll want 
to geologize with H oughton,— she ’ l! get aham m er 
and bag the first d a y ! ”  A nd he threw his head 
back and laughed.

“  Indeed, she ’ll n o t ! ”  declared H oughton ; “ or 
i f  she does, I ’ ll lead her a chase over rocks and 
brambles that she wont take but once. D o you 
suppose I ’ll have m y vacation sp oiled?”

“  A nybody com ing with h e r? ”  asked Phil, as thc 
housekeeper aróse.

“  N obody,”  said Mrs. Merriam, quietly. “  Her 
mother is a very fashionable woman, ijut her father 
insists upon b rin gin gu p  thc daughter accordingto 
his notions; so he has had her learn many things 
that her mother does n’tfan cy ; and now, instead of 
sending her to Saratoga, he wishes her to come 
here for rest and quiet. T h e only thing she is 
instructed to ‘ keep up w ith ’ is her m usic.”

T h e  Dalzells wcre all musical, so the latter 
intelligence was wcll received.

“  She ’ll be fashionable, though,” said Phil,

with a groan. “■ W hoever saw a  girl that did n’t 
dote on drcss ? ”

Mrs. M erriam  smiled quietly,— she was always 
quiet,—  and wcnt away to her duties.

Groan as they would, the morrow carne, and 
with it the hour o f the expected arrival. Mr, 
Tripton Dalzell went away by an early train to liis 
business ; and at the propcr hour, Phil and Hough- 
ton doparted for their respective stations.

But early in the m orning, before even Mr. Trip. 
ton was astir, Ranald carne down in his blue boat­
ing suit, with his ja ck et over his arm. The 
housekeeper m ct hira at the door.

“  Here ’s your lunch, M aster Ranald. Thetv ’s 
coid chicken and ham  sandwiches in thc basket, 
and pie and jelly. Here ’s coffee in the bottie, 
and thcre ’s your jiig  of w ater.”

“  Ifsh e  does n’t com e, I ’m to  have all these gnod 
things m yself,”  said Ranald, laughing. “ What 
a picnic I ’ll have ! ”

T h e housekeeper sm iled gently, and said, " I  
think she ’ll com e.”

R anald’s countenance fell.
“  A nd 1 think you ’ ll like her, M aster Ranal i,” 

added Mrs- Merriam.
B u l K anald’s mind immediately took a touch 

o f boyish contrariness. He said to himself, “ 1 

wc7¿flike her.”
Nevertheless he enjoyed the prospect o f a sail 

in the “  Nocturne.”
Peter carne from his early garden w ork to help 

carry down the things. T h e y  went down the rose- 
alley that led  to the boat-houses and to Mr. Dal- 
zell’s private picr. T h e  fragrant, dew-wet blossoms 
brushcd R anald’s shoulder as he passed under the 
thickets; beneath, on the shady ground, were great 
bcds o f lily-of-the-valley. A t  the hedgc-gate K m- 
ald stopped and looked down the steep decliviiy, 
over the sands, and far out on the quiet morning 
sea. How still everything vvas 1 T h e  sun was 
r is in g ; the beautiful glow of golden pink fluslied 
sea and sky. Peter had gone on before ; Ranald 
heard thc ciank o f the m ooring chain as he un- 
loosed the dory, and ran down to the boat-house 

to Join him.
“ T h e w in d ’s fair — what there is of it,”  said 

Peter ; “ but ye ’ll have to beat back.”
“  1 don’t care,”  answered R anald, as they 

piishod off.
“ M ebbc the young leddy wont loike it,”  sug­

gcsted Peter.
“ She  wont come by way o f H em ingw ay,” an­

swered Ranald, with a  laugh. “  I ’m safe enough
 never fcar. Here we are. Now  then, hand
over the things. Peter. O h — hold up ! Now I 
believe I ’ve actually forgottcn her ñame 1 Fancy 
going after a  girl whose namc you don’t know ! ’
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“ Itw a s  Miss M olly Arnold, 1 ’m thinkin’, ’’ re- 
s'ioiideíl Peter, with a sly sinile 011 his weather- 
beaten face, as the dory fell off from the yacht’s 
stern.

“  So ?t was. A l! right, now ¡ (lood-byc, 
l'cter,’’ cricd Ranald.

“  Good luck to y e ,”  answered the gardener. as 
ihe dory glided liack over the smooth waters o f the 
bay.

Left alone, M aster Ranald had the sails up and 
ihe moorings cast off in a  jiffy ; and as the “  Noc- 
liirne ”  rounded Miriconnet Head, shecau ght a ptiff 
írom westward that made her bend to her work in 
gallant style. and set the ripple swiriing about her 
büws-

But the wind carne in variable puffs and flaws, 
and as M aster Ranald cliose to go outside Bear 
I'land, it was liaif-past seven o’clock before the 
‘ ‘ N octurne” glided gracefully alongsidc the pier 
at Hemingway, which was a fashionable sliore 
K'sort.

“  Now I suppose 1 ’m to go to the station. W on- 
(ler how I ’ll know her, or what she ’s lik c ,”  mut- 
tcrcd Ranald, m ightüy discontented; and up to 
tbe station he went. A  sm all multitude o f girls 
ilironged the station after the eight o’clock train 
carne thundering in, but nonc o f them  seem ed in 
nccd o f his protection. So at half-past cight, 
seeing no signs o f any possible Miss M olly 
Arnold, he departed lighter o f heart, and won- 
clering whether H oughton or Phil was to enjoy 
the society o f the new-comer.

There was the usual fashionable crowd on the pier 
and promenade. T h e hotels had emptied thcra- 
sclves on tbe san ds; everywhere people w crc bar- 
gaining with boatm cn, and not a few cast envioiis 
cycs on the handsomc “  Nocturne.”  There w asa  
crowd o f ladies and gentlemen inspecting it. Ran- 
nld was rather pleased at this. A s  he untied the 
paintcr, dvawing upon him self the attention o f all, 
he felt a touch 011 his arm, and a voice said :

“  I beg pardon, but are n ’t you one o f the Dal- 
zdl boys ? ”

Ranald turned quite coid with the suddenness 
of the shock. H e looked around into the face o f a 
self-possessed damsel, not so tall as him self by 
lwo inches. His first impressions were o f a pair 
of sharp hazel eyes and an inquisitivo nose 
under a blue hat, a  profusión o f fluffy blondo hair, 
and a generally perplexing m ingling o f navy-bluc 
flannel and garnct ribboii. He contrivcd 10 stam- 
mer o u t:

“  Yes, I ’m Ranald D a k e ll.”
“  ! thought you must b e,”  said the sclf-posscsscd 

damsel. “  1 don’t know w hy I thought so, eithcr.
1 ’ve waited for you this half-hour. Is this your 
va ch t?”

“ Y e s .”
“  A nd are wc going to Daisydown in it ? ” 
“ Y e s .”
•’ A ll right, I ’ ll have m y trunks brought down. 

I bieakfastcd at that hotel yonder,”  witli a nod 
toward the Hem ingway house on the landing, 
“ and I saw you when you carne down to the 
pier, but I was n ’t ccrtain who you were. W ait 
a minute, please.”

She was hastening away up the pier, at a rapid 
w a lk ; and Ranald looked after her beivildorcd. 
He had not fully recovered him self whcn a porter 
wheelcd doivn two b ig  trunks and a queer large 
canvas bag, absurdly angular ¡n shape, Ranald 
did n’t really know how he finally stowcd the 
luggage away, but after it was accom plished, he 
found Miss M olly scated calm ly in the yacht, and 
could n ’t fot the life o f him remember helping 
her aboard.

He got up sail with cxpcdition, conscious of 
Miss M olly’s scriitinizing eyes. H e could n’t think 
o f a  thing to say to her.

“  O h, did 1 tell you m y ñame ? ”  remarked tlie 
damsel, as the yacht filled away on her course. 
“  I suppose you know who 1 am, however.” 

Ranald looked around involuntarily ; their eyes 
m ct. “ I suppose you are Miss M olly A rnold,”  
said he, and they both burst out laughing. This 
brokc the ice a  Iittlc.

“  Y e s ; but really,”  said Miss Molly, “  I ought to 
have introduced m yself at first. But 1 fo rgo t; 
M am m a says I always do forget. But 1 was so glad 
to find it was really you, and to get out o f that 
poky oíd hotel, that I did n’t stop fot anything.”  

This rcm inded him o f the lunch basket.
“  D id you say you had breakfastcd ? ”  said he. 
“ Y es, thank yo ii,” shc answered. “ But I be- 

lisve I ahvays am hungry. Mamma says it ’s very 
vulgar, but I can’t help it .”

“  1 can,”  said Ranald, and began to lash the 
tiller, that he m ight go forward after the lunch- 
basket; but Miss Molly jum ped up.

“ L et me Iiold it,”  said shc; “ I do so want to 
learn to stecr,”

Ranald complicd, but kept one cyc on the tiller 
while diving into the cuddy.

Hchold now Miss M olly, with foot braccd man- 
fully against the oppositc seat, and both hands, 
slighily rcddencd, grasping the smooth handlc. 
T h crc is a brisk brceze non-; the yacht, under all 
sail, “ h ce ls”  (or leans) at an alarm ing rate, and 
Miss M olly, with ribbons flying and íluffy blonde 
hair blowing over her face, has her hands full. 
T h e  “  N octurne” ílics likc a bird, and the sea is a 
mass of dark, rufflcd blue. Ranald sets lh c  lunch- 
basket incautioiisly down bcsidc the centcr-board, 
and forgets all about it.
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“ L et me take the tiller again ,—  i t ’s too hard 
w ork for yo u ,”  he ventures to s a y a tie n g th , seeing 
Miss M olly’s flushed face.

“  K ccp  your head up, th e re ! ”  pants Miss Molly, 
in reply, addressing the yacht, however, and not 
R a n a ld ; and with a valiant tug and strain the 
yacht’s bows point once more straight ahead, and 
hcr shaking sails fill again as flat as a board.

“  Y o u  ’ll weary yourself com pletely, and blister 
your hands besides,”  remonstratcs Ranald at 
length.

But Miss M olly sticks to it with steady persist- 
ence for three-quarters o f an hour, occasionally 
conquered b y  the helra, but never failing to con-

his eyes when he secs Miriconnet H ead looming on 
the port bow, P etcr is waiting with the d o iy ; the 
“  N octurne,”  with lowered sails, glidcs easily by 
the stake, and M olly fishes up the nioorings with a 
boat-hook. R anald acknowledges to him sclf that 
lie has had a very good time.

P a r t  II.

asked Houghton. 
believe,”  answered his

“ W h a t  is she l ik e ? ’
“ L ike other girls, I 

cousin.
“  R igged  to death, for 1 saw the red ribboos 

flyin g,”  said Phil, dctermincd not to be pleased,

M I S S  M O L L Y  T A K E S  C H A lU iE  Q b ' T H U  Í 'J L L E R .

quer in her turn. T hen, as the boom swings over 
and the yacht heels on another tack,—  for they are 
beating hom e,—  there is an ominous slide and 
crash.

“  Gracious ! ”  says R anald, with a  spring, “ I 
forgot the basket.”

Miss M olly givcs him the helin, takes the bas­
ket, and sits down with aching arms, and three 
sepárate blisters on each hand.

“  A nythin g broken ? ”  inquires Ranaid.
“  O nly this je lly  tumbler, I believe. H ere,—  

I '11 savc some o f the je lly  with this cu p ! A nd 
I ’ ll toss the glass ovcrboard.”

T h e  lunch is duly appreciated. Somehow, thc 
sail home is very short. Ranald can hardly believe

“  I could n ’t describe her dress, to save rae,” 
replied R anald, astonished at himsclf.

“  I believe you like her, R an ! ”  cried Phil.
“ M ay be I do, but 1 ’m not sure,”  answered 

Ranald cautiously.
“  W h a t room is she to have ? ”  asked Houghton.
“  I ’ve no idea,”  R anald answered shortly.
“ F ath cr said any one she lik ed ,”  Houghton 

went on ; “ and she ’ll not choose any in the nonh 
wing, for those rooms are unfurnished.”

“ W ell, anyhow, what can we do? She caiVt 
swim, or row, or ride, o f course,— on horseback, I 
m ean ; and she ’ll scream at H oughton’s bug- 
collections, and she '11 tear her red ribbons to bits 
on bram bles if we take her down the glcns, and I
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don’t see much pleasurc ahead for vacation,— th a t’s 
a ll! ”  T hus spoke Phil, gloomily.

He had an auditor. T h ey  stood in thc ivy by 
ihe tower room windows. T h e  Windows were 
open ; thc lo n g  draperies within swept the floor. 
Just inside them  stood Miss M olly, now tearful- 
uyed and reddened with angcr. She had chosen 
ihe tower room as hers, because o f its queer, 
•vinding stairs that lé9  up, within a  curtained 
recess, and its quaint oíd furnishing.

T h e  boys w alked away. and Miss M olly sat 
down to a  good cry. T h e ii she rocovered herself 
.md began to consider.

She could n ’t go hom e; her father was in the 
Adirondacks, her m other at Saratoga. Resides, 
pride forbade her going aw ay at all. She said :

“  I wont speak a  single word to any o f them ,—
l O n o w ! ”

Reflection convinced her that this also was folly. 
fhcn Miss M olly’s good sense and good temper 

carne to her aid. She took a new and commend- 
•ible resolution.

“ T h e y  wont like m e ? ” she exclaimed. “ V ery 
well, I ’ll m ake them ! T h ey  shall see I ’m not a 
l>aby, i f  I am  a  New Y o rk er,”

Miss M olly’s shrewd brain worked busily till 
cea time. T hen  she w alked out in a plain blue 
muslin, — her simplest dress,— with all her lovely 
blonde hair in a  long, thick braid that reached 
Ijelow her waist. She was very quiet, but her 
,harp eyes and keen brain took mcasure of 
Houghton and Phil. R anald she likcd  best of 
all, despite thc red hair,

T h e boys wcrc very gentlem anly, however. 
1‘ hey invited her to play croquet on the lawn after 

lea, and R anald  found M olly a s W n g  ally against 
Houghton and Phil, who, within a half-hour, were 
inglorioiisly beaten.

“  W as she pretty ? ”  say my girl readers.
No, I don’t think she was —  really. Y et her 

cxpression o f strong good sense,—  a little brusk- 
iiess included,—  her brisk little ways, and the 
piquant upward curve o f her inquisitive little 
nose, m ade Miss M olly altogether rather refresh- 
iiig. H er hair was her ch ief beauty, and her 
“ sty le ” was undcniable. So much for the new 
arrival.

W hen H oughton w ent up over the balustrade to 
the garret dormer-window in thc gymnasium 
early next m orn in g— as he must, perforce, since 
he could no longer go through the tower room —  
he was amazed to find Miss M olly in a pink flannel 
gymnasium suit, descending from a lofty bar, 
hand under hand, down a long rope, Plainly, she 
was no stranger to gym nastic feats, and her agility 
compclled his unwilling admiration, Y e t  H ough­
ton was thc most obstinate of thc three, and he

supplemented his account o f it, later, to the others, 
w ith the remark, “ I hate a hoyden 1 ”

P hil said nothing, but R anald  seemed inclined 
to take up the cudgel for Miss M olly.

“  I don’t know w hy we should hatc Miss M olly 
A rnold,”  he said; “  she ’s clcar grit, or she never 
would have held on to the ‘ Nocturne ’ as she did 
yesterday. H er hands were blistered, but she never 
said a  word about them ,”

A t  dinner Mr. Tripton Dalzell, who unexpectedly 
returned home, inquired where H oughton was.

“ He has gone geologizing down the led ges,” 
answered Ranald.

“ A nd P h il? ”
“  He is fishing off the bar.”
Mr. Tripton Dalzell’s eyebrows contracted omi- 

nously, but he said nothing aloud. He only mut- 
tered to him self: “ R anald, then, is the only one 
who stands at his post.”

“  W h y don’t  you take a ride this afternoon?” 
Mr. Dalzell said to M olly, as they left the dining- 
room.

“  I could n ’t  think o f anything more enjoyable ! ”  
answered the girl, with a flash o f deiight.

“ W e ll,”  said Mr. Dalzell, kindly, “  you m ay 
have thc brown mare at any time. She is perfectly 
safe and gentle. But how about a saddle ?”

“ O h, l  brought m in e !” cried M olly, imme­
diately. She was off at once, and soon returned 
draggin g the b ig  canvas bag.

“  W hew  I ”  whistled Ranald, as soon as it was 
opened. “ How stylish we shall b e ! W h at a 
handsome saddle I ”

“ O f course it is,— and bran dncw ," said M olly, 
with pardonable pride.

“ A ll a b o a rd !”  exclaimed the lad. “  I ’ll get 
the horses at once, and we ’ll go up the hcadland 
to see the afternoon boat come in. It ’s due in half 
an hour.”

A n d  he ran down to the barn, luggin g the saddle 
and bridle, and dragging the bag  behind him. 
M olly flew to her room to put on her habit. Mr, 
Tripton Dalzell, left alone, smiled an odd little 
sm ilc and took a cigar.

It was barely ten minutes before R anald was 
back again on his gray, leading the brown mare.

“ Y our ‘ noble stced ’ looks well in that r ig ,”  
he said critically to M olly, noting the contras: 
between the russet leather and blue vclvet, and 
the m arc's dark glossy skin.

W ith  a toss and spring from Mr. Dalzell’s hand, 
M olly settles herself in the saddle, thc reins are 
gathered up, and ho, now ! —  they are away with a 
flourish and prance, down the avenue, through the 
gate, and out upon the downs. T h e  horses have 
not been out to-day, and are full o f l i fe ; they go 
up ihe long turfy slope with a scu rry o f hoofs, Miss
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M olly’s long braid and veil flying, and her eyes 
growing brightcr and brighter every moment.

Now the summit o f the headland rounds before 
them as they clim b ; it lowcrs grad u ally; they be­
gin to see tlic horizon line, the blue expanse below, 
thc smoke-trail o f tlie com ing “ Orion,”  and sail- 
boats flitting hither and thither across the sea, the 
long sands and the b ig  pier down below them.

■ ‘ N ot so near ! ”  cries R anald suddenly to M olly; 
“  it caves down sometimes ! ”

M olly draws back the brown mare, which has 
dashed very near the verge. A h-h-h, there ! A  
shiver and crack in the turf widens under the 
beating, restless ho o fs; the brown mare feels the 
ground give way, sees the horrid dcpth, and 
scrambles for dear life. There is a dull rumblc, 
a great cloud o f dust,— and then thc m are, all 
a-trem ble, recovers herself on thc solid ground 
fifteen feet away, and M olly, vcry white, but 
quite cool, faces Ranald. She has not uttcred a 
sound.

‘  Oh !  gracious! ”  cries R anald, looking from
the freshly cavcd declivity to MoUy’s face. H e does 
not know what else to say.

“  T h at was terribly cióse ! ”  he cxclaim s, after a 
long pause. He looks at the verge again. Down 
below, people from the tug are going up the p ie r; 
he hears the murmur o f voices, the sharp stroke 
o f the bel!, the beat o f waves on the sand. Ranald 
is not more serious than most boys of his age, but 
the solemn verse from the burial service forces 
itself into his thoughts; “  In the midst o f lifs, we 
are in death.”

However, Miss M olly is safe and sound on her 
horse, instead o f being dashed to pieces down 
Miriconnet Head, and the color is coming back 
into her cheeks again. A nd now on they go down 
the turfy slope to the elm -shaded road below , and 
around by m any a curve and willüwy nook into 
Daisydown.

After that, Ranald was M olly’s sianch ally. A nd 
it was not long before M aster Phil him self went in- 
gloriously over to thc enemy.

It carne about strangely. First, the absence of 
the garnet ribbons from the blue boating suit im- 
pressed him favorably ; M olly with stern resohition 
having put aw ay every onc on the night o f her 
arrival. N ext, it happened on a  warm June day, 
when Phil, in his red bathing suit, went diving off 
the pier, that he pcrceivcd at a  distance M olly’s 
long ligh t braid floating on the waves, and caught 
a  glimpsc o f hcr face upturned to the sky. He 
felt worricd, and stai-ted seaward with alacrity.

“  1 hope she ’s not drowning. How did she ever 
get out there ? I don’t believe she can swim. Oh, 
thcre ’s a piece o f drift-w ood! Perhaps she floatcd 
out on that. Just like a  girl to be so careless! ”

A ll this was thought out by Phi! while he was 
swimming for dear life.

“  I f  she is drowning, I ’m aíraid she ’s gone 
down the third time. She ’s been up twice—  I ’m 
— sure ! ”  thought the lact, as his vigorous strokcs 
brought him n c a r; there, as he fearecl, rose Molly';. 
face and floating braid on the crest o f a long wavc. 
He seized the blonde hair, and at the same time 
shouted wildly for H oughton, whom he saw at the 
moment strolling down thc Dalzells’ pier.

M olly’s face flashed into sudden e n e rg y ; with a 
swift, graceful motion she turned and grasped Phil 
by  the collar o f  his bathing suit.

' ‘S k e ’s drozunÍ7¡ g í ”  \
, , ,  , . , p r (« ran d  d u c t  !

■‘H í  s d r o w n i n g '
“ N o, I ’m not drow ning,”  said Phil, pantin/ 

and provoked ; “  I thought were ! ”
“  I ’d have you know 1 ’m not, any more than 

you,”  answered M olly, brightly. “  I was just floa;- 
ing to rest myself, and thinking I was comfortaljle 
enough to go to sleep ! ”

T h e y  stared at each other a m oment, and then 
M olly began to shout with laughtcr, in which 
Pliil tvas fain to join her.

“  W ell, I ’ve had m y swim all for nothing, then," 
said Phil presently.

“  1 ’m sure I ’m very much obliged to yo u ,”  said 
M olly, ‘ ‘ and I ’ll race you back to thc pier. Want 
to try ? ”

“ Y e s ,”  returned Phil stoutiy, confident in liis 
powers. But M aster Phil had caught a Tart.ir 
that tim e; M olly was no m ean adversary, and he 
was somcwhat blown.

Houghton, who had paused to discover whether 
his assistance would be requircd, concludcd thnt 
matters were all right, as the brown head and tlic 
blonde drew noarcr on the lo n g  waves- Still he 
waited with somc curiosity to see the cnd of thc 
race.

N carer— ncarcr,—  M olly’s head just a  foot in 
the re a r; and Phil’s kn cc gi azed against a  hidden 
rock he had forgotten in his excitement. There, 
 M olly was even with him ; and both threw them­
selves on thc sand, breathless from exertion.

H oughton laughed and w alked away up the' 
pier. Phil was won o ver; he felt a respecl for 
the girl who was not a hoyden, but who couid 
ride and swim, and was not fashionable ñor a 
“  m uff.”

“ Do you ever f is h ? ”  he said, when he re- 
covered his breath.

“  Y es, when 1 can. 1 don’t have very good luck, 
though,”  was M olly’s rcply.

“  I ’ in goin g out on the bar this afternoon m thc 
dory. W ant lo go ? I ’ll show you how to fish.”

“ I ’d be delighted, i f  I sha’n’t be in your way,” 
answered M olly sobcrly, but with sparkling eyes.
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“  O f course you w ont,”  said Phil, with a  great 
show o f gi-uffness, but much intcrnal satisfaction. 
“ W e ’ll go after two and ‘ say nothing to nobody.’ ”

Accordingly, at half-past two, R anald and 
Houghton were electrlfied atbehold in g P hil’sdory, 
with sail set and M olly at the tiller, skim m ing 
away below Bear Island.

B u t Houghton was harder to be won. H e with- 
drew him self a gi-eat deal from the others’ so ciety; 
for R anald and Phil now included M oliy in 
every scheme o f pleasure. N ot that Houghton 
was ever ru d e ; but M olly felt that her coming 
had made a difference am ong them, and the poor 
child shed m any a toar in secret over H oughton’s 
fancied dislike.

H e did not rcally dislike her. But an under- 
current o f stubbornness in his disposition made 
him hold out when often he would gladly havc 
joined them.

T w o weeks —  three weeks passed. Then M olly’s 
teacher from the Conservatory carne out to D aisy­
down for a  day or two to rest and look after his 
most promising pupil.

M olly’s voice was, as her friends declarcd, 
“ som ething wonderful for a youn g g i r l ” ; a 
puré, mellow contralto that bade fair to win its 
possessor faine in days to come.

T h e boys bad never heard her sing, however, 
for M olly had carefully timed her practicing to 
hours when they wevc out o f the house.

But to-day H oughton, oppresscd by hcadache, 
occupicd a sofá behind a screcn in a darkened 
córner o f the big, north p arlo r; the archway cur- 
tains were partly drawn because o f the sunlight 
that flooded the long bay window in the other 
room. M olly supposed him off on some excur­

sión, and chatted frankly with tlie queer, lon_g, 
lean, white-haired professor. H oughton turned 
uneasily and tried to stop his cars. He had 
too much honor to be a willing listener, but it 
seemed awkward tn get up now and bolt out upon 
thcm.

He listened, however, whcn the Professor struck 
a  soft chord or two, and M olly began to sing.

How the fresh young voice thrilled the willful 
lad through and through ! “  Could any lark sing
clearer ?”  asked Houghton of himself. H e was in 
real wondcr n o w ; he sai up behind the screen.

T h e  song ceased; there was a  grum bling com- 
m ent o f fault-finding from the exacting teacher, and 
a turning o f music leaves. “ T ry  this,”  said the 
professor, “  it is simple and oíd, but it carrics the 
expression you want.”

O íd, indeed; it was a lullaby that famous lips 
have su n g; but tn Houghton it only brought 
the m cm ory of his mother’s voice singing by  his 
bedsidc the self-same m elody for the last lime. 
T h e hot tears gushcd from his eyes, b ig  boy as he 
w a s; and the last remnant of his wearisome pride 
faded out of his heart. A n  hour later, when 
M olly sat alone by the piano, H oughton carne to 
her with his hands full of music.

“ It was m y mother’s ,” he said sim ply; “ she 
died whcn 1 was ten ycars oíd. W ill you sing 
some o f th ese?”

T h e  hazel cycs looked for a moment into the 
b lack ones with the carnestncss o f real sym pathy, 
and then without a word shc complied.

W hen Ranald and Phil camc back from D aisy­
down, the contralto and a clear boyish tenor were 
blending beautifully from the parlor. H oughton’s 
better sc lf had come back.

{T o  be concluded. )

Ayuntamiento de Madrid



A N  O C E A N  N O T I O N .

B y  J ü e l  S t a c y .

W e r e  I o íd  N e p t u n e ’s s o n , y o u  ’ d  see  

H o w  s o o n  t h e  w a v e s  w o u ld  b o w  to  m e  t 

A n d  h o w  th e  fish  w o u ld  g a th e r  'ro u n d , 

A n d  w a g  t h e ir  ta ils  w ith  jo y  p ro fo u n d .

1 ’d hid the sea-gulls tidings bring 
O f sunny lands where larks do sing;
1 ’d ronm thc icebergs wild, and find 
A  summer suitcd to m y m in d ;
O r in thc gulf-stream warm I ’d play 
So long as winter chose to s t a y ;
I ’d  turn the billows inside o u t ;
P lay  leap-frog with the w ater-spout; 
Sw ing on the cable, out o f s ight, ,
Or leap with dolphins to the light.
A ll this 1 ’d  do, and more beside,
W ere I oíd N eptune’s jo y  and pride.
His wreathéd horn I ’d ligh tly  blow,
A n d  swing his trident to and fr o ;
A n d  when I tired of occan’s roar,
I ’d takc a little turn on shore.
I f  Father. fcared to trust on land 
His fine aquatic four-in-hand,—
W h y, what o f that? I ’d laugh and go 
U pon a  charger surc and slow —
M y turtle-stced so fine and grand 
R eady for trip on sea or land.
A h , but 1 ’d have right lordly fun,
I f  1 were only N eptune’s son !
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T H E  Q U E E N ’ S M U S E U M .

B y  F r a n k . R .  S t o c k t o n .

T h e r e  was once a Q ueen who founded, in her 
capital city, a  grand museum. T his institution 
was the pride o f  her heart, and she devoted 
nearly all her time to overseeing the collection 
of objects for it, and their arrangem ent in the 
spacious halls. T h is  museum was intended to ele- 
vate the intelligence o f her people, but the result 
was quite disappointing to the Queen. F or some 
reason, and what it was she could not im agine, the 
people were not interested in her museum. She 
considered it the most delightful place in the world, 
and spent hours every day in exam ining and study- 
ing the thousands o f objects it contained ; but al­
though here and there in the city there was a 
pei"son who cared to visit the collection, the great 
body o f the people found it impossilile to feel 
the slightest interest in it. A t  first this grieved 
the Queen, and she tried to m ake h er museuin 
better; but as this did no good, she becam c very 
angry, and she issued a  decrec that all persons 
o f mature age who were not interested in her 
museum should be sent to prison.

This. decree produced a great sensation in the 
city. T h e  people crowded to the building, and did 
their very best to be interested; but, in the majority 
of cases, the attcm pt was an utter failure. T h ey  
could not feel any interest whatever. T h e  con- 
sequence was that hundreds and thousands o f the 
people were sent to prison, and as there was not 
room enough for them  in the ordinary jails, large 
temporary prisons were crected in various parts of 
the city. T hose who were actually needed for 
work or Service which no onc else could do were 
allowed to come out in the day-tim e on p aro le ; 
but at n ight they had to return to their prisons.

It was during this deploralile state o f affairs that 
a stranger entered the city one day. H e was sur- 
prised at seeing so many prisons, and approach­
ing the window in one o f the prisons, behind the 
bars o f which he saw a very respectable-iooking 
Citizen, he asked what all this meant. T h e  Citizen 
informcd him how matters stood, and then, with 
tears m ounting to his eyes, he added:

“  Oh, sir, I have tried m y best to be interested 
in that museum ; but it is im possible; 1 can’t get 
up the slightest interest in it. A nd, what is more, 
I know I never shall be ablc to do s o ; nnd I shall 
languish hcre for the rest o f m y days.”

Passing on, the stranger m et a  mother coming 
out o f her house. H er face was palc, and she was 
weeping bitterly. F illed  with pity, he stopped and

asked her what was the matter. “ O h, sir,”  she 
said, “  for a  week 1 have been trying, for the sake 
o f m y dear children, to take an interest in that 
museum. F or a  time 1 thought 1 m ight do it, but 
the hopes proved false. It is impossible. I must 
leave m y littie ones, and go to prison.”

T h e stranger was deeply affected by these cases 
and m any othei-s o f a  similar character, which he 
soon met with. “ It is too b ad ! too b a d ! ”  he 
said to himself. “  I never saw a city in so much 
trouble. T h ere  is scarcely a  family, 1 am  told, in 
which there is not some unintercsted person—  I 
must see the Q ueen and talk to her about it ,”  and 
with this he wondcd his way to the palace.

H e m ct .the Queen just starting out 011 her 
morning visit to the museum. W h cn  he made it 
known that he was a stranger, and desired a  short 
audience, she stopped and spoke to him.

“  Have you visited my museum yet? ”  she said. 
“  There is nothing in the city so well worth your 
attention as that. Y o u  should go there before 
seeing anything else. You have a  high forehead, 
and an intelligent expression, and I have no doubt 
that it will interest you greatly. I am going there 
myself, and I sliall be glad to see what effect that 
fine collection has upon a  stranger.”

T h is  did not suit the stranger at all. From  what 
he had heard he felt quite sure that if he went to 
the museum, he would soon be in j a i l ; and so he 
hurried to propose a plan which had occurrcd to 
him  while on his way to the palace.

“ i  carne to scc your M ajcsty on the subject 
o f the m useum ,” he said, “  and to crave permission 
to contribute to the collection some objects which 
shall be interesting to every onc. I understand 
that it is h ighly desirable that cvety  onc should 
be interested.”

“  O f course it is,”  said the Queen, “  and although 
I think that there is not the slightest reason why 
every one should not feel the keenest interest in 
what the museum already contains, 1 am w illing to 
add to it whatever m ay m ake it o f greater valué.” 

“  In that case,”  said the stranger, “ no time 
should be lost in securing what I wish to present.” 

“  G o at once,”  said the Queen. “  But how soon 
can you return ? ”

“  It will take some days, at least,”  said the 
stranger.

“  G ive me your parole to return in a w eek,”  said 
the Queen, “  and start im m ediately.”

T h e stranger gave his parole and left the palace.
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H aving filled a leathcrn bag  with provisions from 
a cook’s shop, he went out o f the city gates. A s he 
walked into the open country, he said to h im sclf: 

“  I have certainly undertaken a very difficult en- 
terprise. W here I am  to find anything that will

all o f which would be tenanted i f  people only knew 
how im proving and interesting it is to live apart 
from their fellow-men, But, so far as it can be 
done, I will help you in your quest, whicli ! think 
is a w orthy one. I can do nothing for you myself,

T H E  T E O P L E  W E R E  N O T  I N T E R E S T E D  IN  H E R  M L fS E U M .

interest all the people in that city, I am  sure I do 
not know ; but m y heart is so filled with pity for 
the great num ber o f unfortunate persons who are 
torn from their hom cs and shut up in prison, 
that I am  determ ined to do som ething for them , if 
I possibly can. T h ere  must be some objects to 
be found in this vast country that will interest 
every o n e .”

A bout noon he carne to a  great mountain-side 
covered with a forest. T h in kin g that he was as 
likely  to find what he sought in one place as 
another, and preferring the shade to the sun, he 
entered the forest, and walked for somc distance 
a lon g a path which gradually led up the mountain. 
H aving crossed a brook with its edges liiied with 
water-cresses, lie  soon perceived a  large cave, 
at thc entiance o f which sat an aged hcrmit. 
“  A h ,”  said the stranger to him sclf, “  this is indeed 
fortúnate ! T h is  good and venerable man, who 
passes his life amid thc secrets o f nature, can 
surely tell me what I wish to know.”  Saluting the 
herm it he sat down and told the oíd m an the object 
o fh is  quest.

“  I am afraid you are looking for what you will 
not find,”  said the hermit. “  M ost pcople are 
too sílly to be truly intercsted in anything. T hey 
herd together like cattle, and do not know what is 
good for them. T hcre are now on this mountain- 
side m any commodious and comfortable caves.

but I have a  pupil who is vcry much given to 
wandering about, and looking for curious things 
H e m ay tell you where you wil! be able to find 
som ething that w ill interest cverybody, though 1 
doubt it. You m ay go and see him , i f  you like, 
and I will excuse him  from his studies for a  tíme, 
so that he m ay aid you in your search.”

T h e  hermit then wrote an excuse upon a piecu 
o f parchm ent, and, g iv in g it to the stranger, he 
dirccted him to the cave o f his pupil.

T his was situated at some distance, and liigher 
up the mountain, and when the stranger reached 
it, he found the pupil fast aslecp upon thc ground. 
This individual was a long-legged youth, with long 
arms, long hair, a long nose, and a ioiig face. 
W hen the stranger awakened him, told him  wh) 
he had come, and gave him  the herm it’s excuse, 
the sleepy eyes o f the pupil brightencd, and his 
face grew less long.

“  T h a t ’s d e lig h tfu l! ”  he said, “  to be let off on 
a M onday ; for I generally have to b e  satisfied with 
a  half-holiday, W cdnesdays and Saturdays.”

“  Is the herm it vcry strict with you ? ”  asked the 
stranger.

“  Y e s ,”  said the pupil, “  1 have to stick closely 
to the c a v e ; though I have been known to go 
fishing on days when there was no holiday. I 
have never seen the oíd man but once, and that 
was when he first took me. Y o u  know it would n't
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do for US to be too sociable. T h a t would n ’t  be 
hermit-like. H e comes up here on the afternoons 
I am out, and writes down what I am  to do for the
next half-week.”

“  A nd do you always do it ? ”  asked the stranger.
“  O h, I get soraeof it done,” said the pupil; “ but

Eherehav-ebcentim esw henlhavew ondercdw hether

,t would n’t have been better for me to have been 
something else. But I have chosen m y profession, 
and I suppose I must be faithful to it. W e  will 
start im m ediatcly on our sea rcli; but first 1 must 
put the cave in order, for the oíd man will be sure 
tocom e up while 1 am gone.”

So saying, the pupil opened an oíd parchment 
book at a m arkcd page, and laid it on a flat stone,
wliich served as a table.

T h e two now started off, the pupil first putting a 
line and hook in his pocket, and piilliiig out a fish- 
ing-rod from under some Ijushes.

“ W h at do you want with t h a t? ”  asked thc 
stranger, "  wc are not going to fish ! ”

“  W h y  not? ”  said thc p u p il; “  ¡f we come to a 
good place, wc m ight catch som ething that would 
be a real curiosity.”

Before long thcy carne to a mountain brook, and 
here the pupil insisted on trying his luck. T h e 
stranger was a little tired and hungry, and so was 
quite willing to sit down for a  time and eat somc-

“  I have found som ething that is truly astonish­
ing ! Com e quickly ! ”

T h e stranger aróse and hurried after the pupil, 
whose long legs carricd him rapidly over the mount- 
ain-side. R eaching a large hole at ih e  bottom of 
a precipitous rock, the pupil stopped, and ex- 

claim ing:
“  Com e in here and I will show you something 

that w ill amaze you ! ”  he immediately entercd the 

hole.
T h e  stranger. who was very anxious to see 

what curiosity he had found, followed him  some 
distance along a  narrow and winding undcr-ground 
passagc. T h e  two suddenly emerged into a high 
and spacious cavcrn, which was lighted by openings 
in the roof; on the floor, in various places, were 
strongly fastened boxes, and packagcs o f various 
sorts, bales and bundles o f silks and rich clotlis, 
with handsome caskets, and m any other am eles 

of valué.
“ W h a t kind o f place is th is ? ”  exclaimed the 

stranger, in great surprise.
“ D on’t you k n o w ? ” cried the pupil, his eyes 

fairly sparkling with deiight. “ W h y, it ’s a  rob- 
ber’s den 1 Is n ’t it a  great thing to find a  place 

like th is?”
“  A  robbev’s den ! ”  exclaimed thc stranger m 

great alarm ; “  let us get out o f it as quickly as we

“ T H E V  A R O S E ,  L O O K I N O  B L A N R E R  A N O  M O R E  D I S A P P O I N T E D  T H A N  B E P O R E ."
( S E E  N E X T  P A G E .)

thing from his bag. T h e  pupil ran off to find some 
bait, and he staid away so long that the stranger 
had quite finished his m cal before he returned. 
He carne back at last, however, in a statc (if great 
excitement.

“  Com e with me ! come with me ! ”  he cried.

can, or the robbers will return, and we shall be
cut to picces.”

“ 1 don’t believe they are com ing back very 
soon,”  said thc pupil, “  and we ought to stop and 
take a look at some of these things."

“  F ly , you foolish youth 1 ”  cried the stranger;
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“ you do not know what danger you are in .” 
A n d , so saying, he turned to hasten away from 
the place.

But he was too late. A t  that moment the robber 
captain and his band entered the cave. W hen these 
men perceived the stranger and the herm it’s pupil, 
theydrew  their swords and were about torush upon 
them, whcn the pupil sprang forward and, throw­
ing up his long arms, exciaim ed:

“  Stop ! it is a mistake ! ”
A t  these words, the robber captain lowored his 

sword, and motioned to his m en to halt. “  A  
m is ta k e !”  he said ; “ what do you m ean b ”  
t h a t? ”

“  I m ean,”  said the pupil, “  that I was out look­
in g  for curiosities, and wandered into this place by 
accident. W e have n ’t taken a  thing. Y o u  may 
count your goods, and you will find nothing miss- 
ing. W e  have not even opened a  box, although I 
very much wanted to see what was in some of 
them .”

“  A re  his statements correct ? ”  said the captain, 
tum in g to the stranger.

“  Entirely so,”  was the answer.
“  Y o u  have truthful features, and an honest ex­

pression,”  said the captain, “ and 1 do not believe 
you would be so dishonorable as to creep in here 
during our absence and steal our possessions. 
Y o u r lives shall be spared, but you will be obliged 
to remain with us ; for we can not allow any one 
who knows our secret to leave us. You shall be 
treated well, and shall accom pany us in our ex- 
peditions ; and if your conduct merits it, you shall 
in time be made full m cm bcrs.”

Bitterly the stranger now rcgretted his unfortu- 
nate position. H e strode up and down one side of 
the cave, vowing inwardly that never again would 
he allow him self to be led by  a herm it’s pupil. 
T h at individual, however, was in a state o f high' 
delight. H e ran about from box to bale, looking 
at the rare treasiires which some o f the robbers 
showed him.

T h e  two captives were fed and lodged very ivell; 
and the next day the captain called thcm  and the 
band together, and addrcssed them.

“  W e are now twenty-nine in num ber,”  he sa id ;
“  twenty-sevcn full mcmbers, and two 011 proba- 
tion. To-night we are about to undcrtakc a very 
important cxpedition, in which wc shall all join. 
W e shall fasten up the door o f the cave, and at 
the proper time I shall tell you to what place wc 
are goin g.”

A n  hour or two before m idnight the band set 
out, accompanieci by  the stranger and the herm it’s 
p u p il; and whcn they had gone some miles the 
captain halted them to inform them o f  the object 
o f the expedition. “  W e are goin g,”  he said, “  to

rob the Oueen’s museum. It is the most impor­
tant business we have ever undertakcn.”

A t these words the stranger stepped forward 
and made a  protest. “  I left the city yesterday," 
he said, “ commissioned by the Q ueen to obtaiii 
one or more objects o f interest for her museum 
and to return now to rob an institution which I 
have promised to enrich will be sim ply impo' 
sible.”

“  Y o u  are r ig h t,”  said tbe captain, after a mo- 
m ent’s reflection, “  such an aclio n  would bchighl, 
dishonorable on your part. If  you will give iiii 
your w-ord o f  honor that you w ill remain by tlii, 
stone until our return, the expedition svill procecd 
without yo u .”

T h e  stranger gave his word, and having bec. 
left sitting upon the stone, soon droppcd aslcip, 
and so remained until he was awakened by the il- 
turn o f the band, a littie before daylight. Thcv 
carne slowly toiling along, each man carrying :r. 
enormoiis bundle upon his back. Near the emi 
o f  the line was the herm it’s pupil, carrying a loa.l 
as heavy as any o f the others. T h e straiig<.i 
offered to relieve him for a time o f his burden, but 
the pupil would not allow it.

“  I don’t wish these men to think I can't do .1 • 
much as they can,”  he said, “ You ought to ha\. 
been along. W e had a fine time. W e swc]ji 
that museum clean, I tell you. W c  did n’t Icav- 
a thing on a shelf 01 in a case.”

“ W hat sort o f things were th ey,”  asked tlu- 
stranger.

“  I don’t know ,”  replied the pupil, “  wc did n't 
have any ligh t for fear people would scc it, but 
the moon shone in bright enough for us to see all 
the shelves and the cases; and our orders were 
not to try and exam ine anything, but to take al! 
that was there. T h e  cases had great clotli covei's 
on them , and we spread these on the floor and 
made bundles o f the curiosities. W e  are going 
to exam ine them  carefuil)' as soon as we get tu 
the d e n .”

It was broad daylight w hcn the robbers reached 
their cave. T h e bundles were laid in a  great 
circle on the floor, and, at a  given signal, each 
one of them  was opened. F or a moment each 
robber gazed blankly at the contents o f his bundle, 
and then they ail began to fum ble and search 
am ong the piles o f  articles upon the c lo th s; bul 
after a  few minutes, they all aróse, looking blankev 
and more disappointcd than before.

“  So far as I can scc,”  said the captain, “  there 
is nothing in the whole collection that I care 
for. I do not likc a thing here ! ”

“ N o r I ! ”  “ N o r I ! ”  “ N o r I ! ”  cricd cach one 
o f  his band.

“ I suppose,”  said the captain, after m using for
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a  moment, “  that as these things 
are o f no tise to us, we are bound 
in honor to take tlicm b a ck .”

“  Hold ! ”  said the stranger, 
stepping forw ard; “  do not be in 
too gi-eat a hurry to do that.” 
He then told the captain o f the 
State o f affaire in the city, and 

explained in full the nature o f the 
expedition he had undertaken for the 
Queen. “ 1 think it would be better,” 
he said, “  i f  thcsc things were not 
taken back for the prescnt. If you 
have a safe place where you can put 

them , I \vlll in dtie time tell the Queen where 
they are, and i f  she chooses she can send 
for them .”

“  Good ! ”  said the captain, “ it is but right 
that she should bear part o f the labor of tvans- 
portation. There is a disused cave, a mile 
or so away, and wc w ill tie up these-bundles 
and carry them  there ; and then wo shall 
leave the m atter to you. W e take no further 
interest in it. A n d  if you have given your 
parole to the Qucen to return in a  w eek,”  
the captain further continued, “ o f course you 
’ll have to keep it. D id you give >'our parole 
also ? ”  he asked, turning to the pupil.

“  O h, n o ! ” cried that youth; “ there was no 
time fixed for m y return. A n d  I am sure tiiat 
I like a robbcr’s life much better than that 

o f a  hermit. T hcre is ever so mucli more spice 
and dash in it .”

T h e  stranger was then told that if he woukl 
promise not to betray the robbers he m ight 
depart. He gave thc p rom ise; but added 
sadly that he had lost so much time that he was 
afraid he would not now be able to attain the 
object o fh is search and return within thc week.

“  I f  that is thc case,”  said thc captain, “ we 
will gladly assist you. Coraracles! ”  he cried, ad­
dressing his band, “  after stowing this usclcss 
booty in the disused cave, and taking some 
rest and refreshmcnt, wc will set out again, 

and the object o f our expedition shall be to obtain 
som ething for the Qucen’s inuscum which will 
interest every one.”

Shortly after micinight the robbers set out, ac- 
companied by the stranger and thc pupil. W hen 
they had walked about an hour, the captain, as 
was his custom, brought them to a halt that he 
m ight tell them where they were going. “ I have 
concludcd,”  said he, “ that no place is so likcly  to 
contain what wc are looking for as the castle o f the 
great m agician, Alfrarm edj. W e will, therefore, 
procccd thither, and sack the castle.”

“ W ill thcre not be great dangcr in attacking
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the castle of a  m agician ? ”  asked the stranger in 
somevi'hat anxious toncs o f the captain.

“  O f course there will b e ,”  said the captain, “  but 
wc are not such cowards as to hesitate on account 
oidanger. Forward, m y men ! ”  A n d  on they all 
marched.

W hen thcy reached thc m agician’s castle, the 
order was given to scale the outer walls. This the 
robbers did with great agility, and the hermit’s 
pupil was am ong the first to surmount it. But 
the stranger was not used to clim bing, and he had 
to lie assisted over the wall. Inside the great 
court-yaid they perceived numbcrs o f Intangibles 
— strange shadowy creatures who gathered silently 
around th e m ; but not in, the least appalled, thc 
robbers formed into a  body, and marched into 
the castlc, thc door o f which stood open. They 
now entered a great hall, havin g at one end a door- 
w ay before which hung a curtain. Following 
their captain, the robbers approached this curtain, 
and pushing it aside, entered thc room beyond. 
There, behind a large table, sat thc great m agician, 
Alfrarm edj, busy over his m ystic studies, which he 
generally pursuod in thc dead hours o f thc night. 
D raw ing their swords, the robbers rushcd upon 
him.

“ S u rre n d e r!”  cried the captain, “ and dclivcr 
to us the treasures o f your castle.”

T h e  oíd magician raised his head from his book, 
and, pushing up his spectacles from his forehoad, 
looked at them  m ildly, and said :

“ Freeze ! ”
Instantly, they all froze as hard as ice, each 

man rem aining in tho position in which he was 
when the m agical word was uttcrcd. W ith  upliftcd 
swords and glaring eycs they stood, rigid and stiff, 
before the magician. A fter calm ly surveying the 
group, the oíd man said :

“ 1 see am ong you one who has an intelligent 
brow and truthful expression. His head may 
thaw sufficiently for him to tell me what means 
this untimely intrusión upon m y studies.”

T h e stranger now fclt his head begin to thaw, 
and in a  few moments he was able to speak. He 
then told the magician aboutthe Q ueen’s muscum, 
and how it had happened that he had come there 
with the robbers.

“ Y our motive is a good one,”  said the m agi­
cian, “  though your actions are somewhat erratic; 
and I do not mind helpin g you to find what you 
wish. In what class of objccts do the people o f the 
city  take the most in terest?”

“ T ru ly  1 do not know ,”  said the stranger.
“ T h is  is indccd surprising! ”  exclaim ed A lfrar­

medj. “  How can you expect to obtain that which 
will interest every one, when you do not know 
what it is that every one takcs an interest in ? Go,

find out this, and then return lo me, and I will sec 
w hat can be don e.”  •

T h e  m agician then sum m oncd his Intangibles 
and ordered them to carry thc frozcn visitors oui- 
side the castle walls. E ach one o f the rigid figures 
was then taken up b y  two Intangibles, who carried 
him out and stood him up in the road outside tUc 
castle. W hen all had been propcrly set up, wiili 
the captain at their head, the gates were shut, and 
thc m agician, still sitting at his table, uttcrcd thc 
word, “ T h aw ! ”

Instantly, the whole band thawed and march,;d 
away. A t day-break they halted, and considered 
how thcy should find out what all the people in 
thc city took an interest in.

“  One thing is certain,”  cried the hermit's pupil, 
“  whatever it is, it is n ’t thc same th in g.”

“  Y our remark is not well put together,” said 
the stranger, “ but 1 see the forcé of it. It is true 
that differcnt pcople like different things. Bul huw 
shall wc find out what the different people like ?" 

“  B y  asking them ,”  said the pupil.
“  G ood ! ”  cried the captain, who preferred actinn 

to words. “  T h is  night we will ask them .”
He then drew upon the sand a plan o f the city, 

—  (with which he was quite familiar, having robbec.1 
it carefully for m any years,)— and divided it i i i i o  

twenty-eight sections, cach one o f which was as- 
signed to a man. “  I omit yo u ,”  the captain said 
to the stranger, “ because I find that you aro nnt 
expert at clim bing.”  He then announccd that at 
night the band would visit thc city, and that each 
man should entev the houses in his district, and 
ask the people what it was in which thc\' took tlie 
most interest.

T h cy  then proceeded to the cave for rest and 
refreshm ent; and a little before inidnight thev 
entered thc city, and each member o f thc band, in- 
d ud in g the herm it’s pupil, proceeded to attend to 
the business assigned to him. It was ordered that 
no one should disturb the Queen, for they kneiv 
that what she took most interest inwas the muscuni. 
D uring the n ight nearly every person in the town 
was aroused by a  black-bcarded robber, who had 
clim bed into one o f thc windows o f the house, and 
who, instead o f dcm anding m oney and jewels, sim- 
pl)- asked what it was in which each took the great- 
est interest. Upon receiving an answer, thc robboi 
repeated it until he had learned it by  heart, and 
then went to the next house. A s so many of thc 
citizens were confined in prisons, which thc rob­
bers easily entercd, they transacted tho business in 
m uch less time than they would otherwise liavc 
required.

T h e herm it’s pupil was very active, climbinginto 
and out o f houses with great agility. He obtained 
his answers quite as easily as others, but when-
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ever he left a house there was a  shadc o f disap- 
poiiitment upon his features. A m o n g Ihe last 
places that he visited was a  room in which two 
boys were sleeping. He awoke them  and asked 
the usual question. W h ile  they were trem bling 
in their bed, not knowing what to answer, the 
pupil drcw his sword nnd exciaim ed: “ Come, 
now, no prevarication; you know i t ’s fishing- 
tackle. Sp eak right o u t ! ”  Each o f the lioys 
promptly dcclared it was fishing-tacklc, and the 
pupil left, greatly gratified. “  I was very much

mcns o f the various objects in m y interminable 
vaults.”  H e then called his Intangibles, and, giv­
ing one of thcm the tablets, told him  to go with 
his companions into the vaults and gather enough 
o f the things thcrcin m cntioncd to fill a  large mu- 
scum. In h a lf an hour the Intangibles returned 
and announccd that the articles were ready in the 
great court-yard.

“  G o, then,”  said the m agician, “ and assist 
these men to carry them to the Q ueen’s m useum .”

T h e stranger then heartily thankcd Alfrarmedj

" T H B  O L D  M A G I C I A N  L O O K S Ü  A T  T Í I E M  M I L D L Y ,  A N D  S -A I D : ‘ P I Í E E Z E Í '

afraid,”  he said lo himself, “  that not a person in 
iny district would say fish ing-tackle; and I am 
very glad to ihin k that there were two boys who 
had sense enough to like som ething that is really 
interesting,”

It was ncarly daylight when the work was 
finished; and then the band gathered together in 
an appointcd place on the outside o f the city, where 
the stranger awaited them. Each o f the m en had 
an cxcellent mcm ory, which was neccssary in their 
pinfcssion, and they repeated to the stranger all 
the objects and subjccts that had been mcntioned 
to them, and he wrote them  down upon tablets.

The next night, accompanied by the band, 
he procecded to the castle o f the m agician, the 
great gatc o f which was silcntly opened for them 
by the Intangibles. W h cn  they wei'c ushcred into 
the magician’s room, Alfrarm edj took the tablets 
from the stranger and cxam ined thcm  carefully.

“  A ll these things should m akc a  very complete 
collection,”  he said, “ and 1 think 1 have spcci-

for the assistancc he had given ; and the band, 
accom panicd b y  a number o f Intangibles, pro- 
ceeded to ca iry  the objects o f interest to the 
Queen’s museum. It was a strange procession. 
H alf a  dozen Intangibles carried a stuffed mam- 
m otli, followed by others bearing the skclelon of a 
whale, while tho robbers and the rest o f their queer 
hclpcrs were loaded with evcr;’thing relating to 
history, science, and art which ought to be in a 
rcally good museum. W h en  the whole collection 
had been put in place upon the floors, the shclvcs, 
and in the cases, it was nearly m orning. T h e rob­
bers, with tho herm it’s pupil, rctircd to the c a v e ; 
the Intangibles d isappcared; while the stranger 
betook him self to the Q uccn’s palace, where, as 
soon as the proper hour arrived, he requested an 
audience.

W h cn  he saw the Queen, he perceived that shc 
was very palé and that her cheeks bore traces o f re­
cent tears. “  You are b ack in good tim e,”  shc said 
to him, “ but it makes very littie diffcrcncc whether
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you have succeedcd in your mission or not. T h ere  
is no l<inger any inuseum. There has been a  great 
roijbcry, and tlic thieves have can-ied off the whole 
o f the vast and valuablc collection which I have 
bccn so long in m akin g.”

“  1 know o f that affair,”  said the stranger, “  and 
I have already placed in your muscum-building 
thc collection which I have obtaincd. I f  your 
Majesty picases, I shall be glad to have you look 
at it. It m ay, in some degiee, compénsate for that 
which has been stolen.”

“  Com pénsate ! ”  cried thc Queen. “  N othing 
can compénsate for i t ; I do not even wish to see 
w hat you have brought.”

“ Be that as your M ajesty picases,”  said the 
stranger; “ but I will be so bold as to say that I 
have great hopes that the collection which I have 
obtained will interest tbe pcople. W ill your 
M ajesty graciously allow them  to see i t ? ”

“  1 have no objection to th at,”  said the Q ueen; 
'■ and indeed I shall be very glad  i f  they can be made 
to be intercsted in the museum. I will give orders 
that the ptisons be opened, so that cverybody can 
go to SCO what you have b ro u gh t; and those who 
shall be interested in it may return to their homes. 
I did not lelease m y obstínate subjects when the 
museum was robbed, because their fault then was 
just as great as it was b efo re ; and it w ould not be 
right tiiat they should profit by m y loss.”

T h e  Q uccn ’s proclamation was m ade, and for 
several days the museum was crowded with people 
m ovingfrom  m orning till n ight through the vast col­
lection o f stuffedanimals, birds, and fishes; rareancl 
brilliant insects; mineral and vegetable curiosities; 
beautiful works o f a r t ; and all thc strange, valu- 
able, and insEructive objects w hich had been 
brought from the interminable vaults of the m agi­
cian A lfrarm edj. T h e Q ueen’s officers, who had 
been sene to observe w hether or not thc pcople 
were interested, w crc in no doulst upon this point. 
E very  eye sparklcd with delight, for every one 
found som ething which was the very thing he 
wished to see ; and in the throng was the herm it’s 
pupil, standing in wrapt ecstasy before a large 
case containing all sorts o f fishing-tacklc, from 
thc sm ailcst hooks for little minnows tn thc great 
irons and spcars used in capturing whales.

N o one went back to prison, and the city was 
full o f reunited households and happy homes. On 
the m orning o f the fourth day, a grand procession 
o f citizens carne to the palace to exprcss to thc 
Queen their delight and appreciation o f hcr m u­
seum. T h e great happiness o f hcr subjects could 
not but pleaso the Queen. She callcd the stranger 
to hcr, and said to h im :

“  T ell me hüw you carne to know w hat it was 
that would interest m y p eople.”

“ I asked them ,”  said the stranger. “  That is 
to say, I ari-anged that they should be asked.” 

“ T h at was well done,”  said the Queen; “ bul 
it is a  great pity that m y long labors in their behalf 
should have been lost. F o r m any years 1 have 
been a  collector o f buttons and biitton-holes; and 
there was nothing valuablc or rare in the line of 
m y studies o f which I had not an original speciincn 
or a  fac-siniilc. M y agents Ijrought me from forei; n 
lands, even from the m ost distant islands of thc sea, 
buttons and button-holes of every k in d ; those of 
prccious m etáis and rare gem s, which could not Ijc 
obtained, svere copied in gilt and glass. There tv.is 
not a duplícate specimen in Che whole collection; 
only one of each k in d ; nothing repeated. Xc\cr 
before was there such a museum. W ith  all niy 
power 1 strove to edúcate m y peoplc up lo ;t 
love o f buttons and button-holes ; but, with the ix- 
ception o f  a  few tailors and seamstrcsscs, nobnJy 
took the slightest interest in what I had provided 
for their benefit. 1 am glad that m y peoplc are 
happy, iDut I can not restrain a sigh for the failure 
o f m y efforts.”

“ T h e  longer your M ajesty Uves,”  said liic 
stranger, “  the Ijetter will you understand that ve 
can not make other )>eoplc like a thing simply be- 
cause we like it ourselves.”

“ Stranger,”  said the Queen, gazing upon him 
with admiration, “ are you a k in g  in disguiso ? ”

“  I am ,” he rcplicd.
“  I thought 1 perceived it,”  said thc Qucen, 

“ and I wish to add that I believe you are far better 
able to govem  this kingclom than I am. If >nu 
choose, I will resign it to you.”

“ N ot so, your M ajesty,”  said the other; " I  
would not dcprive your M ajesty o f your voyal ]msi- 
tion, but I would iDe happy to share it with you."

“ T h at will answer very w ell,”  said the Qucen. 
A n d  turning to an attendant, she gave orders that 
prcparations should be made for their marriage un 
the following day.

A fter the royal wedding, which was celebratcd 
with great pomp and grandeur, the Queen paid a 
visit to the m useum , and, much to hcr surprise, 
was greatly delighted and intercsted. The King 
then informcd hcr that he happencd to know whcre 
the robbers had storocl her collection, which they 
could not sell or make use of, as there were no tun 
buttons alikc, and nono o f them of valuablc ma­
terial; and if she wishcd, he would rcgain thc col­
lection and put up a buikling for its rcception.

“ W e  will not do that at prescnt,”  said thc 
Qucen. “ W hen 1 shal! have thoroughly c.x- 
amincd and studiccl all these objects, most of 
which are entirely new lo me, we will scc about 
the buttons and thc button-hulcs.”

T h e henn it’s pupil dicl not return to his cave.
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He was greatly delighted with thc spice and dash 
of a i'obber’s life, so differcnt from that of a hcrm it; 
and he determined, i f  possible, to change his busi- 
ness and enter the band. He had a  convcrsation 
with the captain on thc subjcct, and that individual 
oncouraged him  in his purpose.

“ I am  tired," the captain said, “  o f a  robbcr’s 
life. I have stolen so m uch, that I can not use what 
1 have. I take no further interest in accumulating 
spoils. T h e  quiet of a hermit’s life attracts m e ; 
and, i f  you like, we will change places. I w ill be- 
come the pupil o f your oíd master, and you shall 
l)c the captain o f m y band.”

T h e  change was made., T h e  captain retired to 
the cave o f thc herm it’s pupil, while the latter, 
with the hcarty consent o f all the m en, took com­
mand o f the band o f robbers.

W hen the K in g  heard o f this change, he was not 
at all pleased, and Im .sent for the ex-pupil.

“  I am  w illing to rcward you,”  he said, “ for assist- 
ing me in m y recent undcrtaking; but l  can not allow 
you to lead a band o f robbers in m y dominions.”

A  dark sbadc o f disappointment passed over the 
cx-pupil’s features, and his face lengthened visibly.

“  It is too bad ,” he said, “ to be thus cut short 
at thc very outset o f a  brilliant career. 1 ’ll tell 
you what 1 ’ll do,”  he added suddenly, his face 
brightening, “ i f  you ’ ll let me keep on in m y ncw

profession, 1 ’ll promise to do nothing but rob 
robbers.”

“  V ery  well,”  said the K in g, “  i f  you will confine 
youvselfto that, you may retain your position.”

T h e  members o f the band wcre perfectly willing 
to rob in the new way, for it seemed quite novel 
and cxciting to them. T h e  first place they robbcd 
was their own cave, and' as they all had excellent 
memories, they knew from whom  thc various goods 
had been stolbn, and everything was returned to 
its proper owner. T h e ex-pupil then led his band 
against thc other dens o f robbers in tbe kingdom, 
and his movemcnts were conducted with such dash 
and vigor that thc various bordes scattcrcd in every 
direction, while thc treasures in their dens werc re­
turned to the ownei-s, or, if these could not b e  fcund, 
were given to the poor. In a short time every rob­
ber, except those led by  the ex-p^upil, had gone 
into some other business ; and thc victorious youth 
led his band into othcr kingdom s to continué the 
great work o f robbing robbers.

T h e  Queen never sent for the collection o f curi- 
ositics which the robbers had stolen from her. She 
was so much interested in the new museum that 
she continually postponed the recstablishment of 
her oíd one ; and, so far as can be known, the 
buttons and the button-holes are still in the cave 
where thc robbers shut them up.

•A {
i W

A  S M A R T  B O Y .

•' ■■ ’M glad I have a  gnod-sized slate,

W ith  lots o f room to calcúlate.

Bring on your su m s! I ’m ready n o w ; 

M y slate is c le an ; and I know how.

But don’t you ask me to subtracl,

I  like  to have my slate wcll packed ;

A n d  only two long rows, you know,

M ake such a miserable sh o w ;

A nd, please, don’t bring me sums to add, 

W ell, um ltiplying's  just as bad;

A n d , say ! I ’d rather not divide—

Brin g me som ething 1 have n’t tried !

■ I

i
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T H E  B I R D  M A T I N É E .

B y  W ,  C .  E .

L e t  me tcll you o f a  series o f  matinécs I attended 
this summer, which were given at three o’clock in 
the morning.

T h e Windows o f my bedroom opened toward the 
south on a beautiful ¡awn, bordered with elrns. 
Y e ar after year comes the góldcn, or Baltimore, 
oriole,—  most delightful o f  singers. H e loves best 
the sw aying branches o f  the lofticst elm for his 
hom e, that oíd D am e Nature m ay rock the littie 
ones to sieep with every breeze. Robin-Redbreast 
and Jenny W ren build lowlier bornes in more 
accessible places. Then there is the linnct, who 
years ago forsook us for a Southern clim e, but, 
perhaps alarm ed by the noise o f war, returned to 
her northern hom e. These were some o f the 
singers who gave the thrcc o ’clock matinées. T hey 
continued for two or thrcc months, from May 
nearly through July, and the program m e each day, 
for the first m onth, seem ed preciseiy the same.

F irst cam c a loud, shrill, prolonged cali, always 
repeated thrcc times, which rcm inded m c o f  a gong 
at a hotel. It was evidently intended for the 
rising-bell and for a cali to order. A fter the last 
cali cam c a feeblc pecp, as i f  one littie fellow had 
m anagcd to arouse him self just enough to answer. 
T hen  anothet replied a  littie iouder, and another, 
until, in rapid succession, all the dwellers in the 
grove announced their presence, and answered to 
their ñames. T hen  followed a minute or lwo of 
entire silence; after which tlic prima donna, as it 
seemed to m e, opened the concert. It was a loud,

clear, swcct strain, so unlike any heard in the da\, 
that I can not tell what bird it was ; I think oni' 
the oriole could poiir forth that delightful musió. 
It san g alone in a clear, ecstatic strain. A t a cci- 
tain part o f tho solo two other voices brokc in as a 
trio, and at the end o f  the stanza all the voices 
joined in full jubilee chorus. This was repeated 
six times, so that I carne to cali it their hymn of 
praise in.six stanzas. It was rendered cvery moni- 
ing in exactly the sam e way. A fter it there was 
singing by  the full choir, and it grew Iouder and 
more impassioned, as ife a ch  m instrelw as inspirvd 
b y  the rest, likc the singing o f a vast concoursc 
o f people.

After this grand clim ax, the voices would tlú- 
away, one after the other, and the principal concci t 
was over. T h e  parent birds went on their morii- 
ing flight, and their birdics sw ung in their wind- 
rocked ham m ocks for another half-hour. A t  the 
cxpiration o f  this time carne a  cali sim ilar to lhc 
first, although by a different b ird ,—  oftcn a whip- 
poorwili. T h e  summons was repeated thrice, thcii 
carne a  fecbie Iittlc “ peep, peep, twitter, twittcr,” 
and the juveniles joined to the best o f their abiliti. 
T his concert was much sliortcr than that o f ihcir 
parents, as befitted their tender age, and their 
hungcr on first awaking. But it was never omitted 
in rain or sunshine until the fierce midsumnicr 
heats, parental cares, or the absence o f the prin­
cipal singers, caused thcm to be given up for the 
rest o fth c  scason.
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S W O R U S M K N  Ü F  T H K  D E F - P ,

n>- Jo h n  R .  C o e v k l l .

1 .MAGINI-: w h a le s  fe n c in g  w ilh  o n e  a n o th e r  fo r 

a in u s c m e n t !
It s e e m s  a s  i f  s u c h  a  th in g  c o u ld  n o t h e  ; a n d  y e t  

th c re  a re  w h a le s  o f  a  c e r ta in  s p e c ie s  w h ic h  n o t  o n ly  
fcnco w ith  o n c  an oth ei', b u t  u s e  th e ir  tc e th  fo r 

sivords.
T h c r c  a re  s o m e  w h a le s  th a t  h a v e  n o  tc c tli  a t  

a ll, b u t  in  p la c e  o f  tc c t h  h a v e  g r e a t  s h e e ts  o f  w htile- 
b o n e h a n g in g  d o w n  fro m  th e  r o o f  o f  th c  m o u th  on 
ca ch  s id c  o f  th e  to n g u e . O th e r  w h a le s  h a v e  th eir

g r e a t  ja w s  fil le d  w ith  s h a r p  a n d  te rr ib le  t e e t h ; a n d  
o n c  k in d , c a lle d  th c  n a r w lia l, h a s  b u t  tw o  tc c th .

It is  th c  n iirw h a l t h a t  fe n c c s . O n c  o f  th e  t e e ih  
o f  th e  m a le  n a r iv h a l a lw a y s  g ro w s  t iir o u g h  the 
u p p e r  l ip  a n d  s ta n d s  o u t  l ik e  a  s p c a r , s t r a ig h t  in 
fr o n t  o f  th e  a n im a l. O c c a s io n a lly  b o t h  tc e th  g ro w  
o u t in  th is  w a y , b u t  th a t  is  a  i-a th e rra re  o c c u r rc n c c .

I t  s c c m s  a s  i f  a ll th e  m a te r ia l th a t  s h o u ld  h a v e  
g o n e  tn  fill th c  n a r w h a l’s m o u th  w ith  tc c t h  h ad  
g o n e  tn  tb e  o n c  to o th  th a t  g ro w s  o u t  th r o u g h  th e
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l ip : for sometimes this tooth is eight fcct long. 
T h e animal itself, from head to tail, is seldom 
more than sixteen feet in length , so that such a 
tootli woiilcl be half as 
long as the whole body.

O f what use sucli an 
enormous tooth is to the 
narwhal no onc knows.
Som c persons say it is 
used for spearing fish ; 
others, that its use is to 
stir up the niud in the 
bottom o f thc occan in 
order to scarc out the fish 
that may be h iding th ere; 
and One man says the 
tooth is for the purpose 
o f Ijreaking holes in the 
ice in  winter; for thc nar­
whal, like all whales, is 
obliged to come to the 
surface at intervals to 
brcathe.

W hatever thc tooth is 
intended to be used for,

fino quality o f  oil, its flesh is usod for food, and it̂  
sldn, made into a jelly, and called maí/ak, is con- 
sidered a  dainty too choice for ordinary occasit-n-.

a l
fm

it is certain that when thc 
narwhal wishes to play 
it finds another nar­
whal o f a like mind, and 
away they charge at each 
other till the long tooth- 
swords clash together.

T h ey  are active as well 
as frolicsome, and sail- 
ors tcll o f seeing them 
Crossing swords in this 
way, thrusting and parry- 
ing, and rolling and dart- 
ing about with marvelous 
agility and grace, as if 
com bining sword-play 
and acrobatics in the same 
gamc.

T hcre issom ething very 
soldier-likc, too, in their 
modo o f traversing the 
ocean. T h ey  form in 
ranks, in good o rd c r; and .j/l 
with similar uncluiations ij. 
o f thc body and ssvccps M. 
o f the tail, they procced 
by thc thousand together
to thc part of thc occan world that has been 
decided upon as a sojourning-place.

T h e narwhal is ligh t gray in color, and covered 
with b lack spots. F or a  great many reasons itis 
valtied bv the Greenlandcrs. It furnishes a verv

K A R W H A L S  P E N C I X C .

This “  swordsman o f thc d eep ,”  as 1 have calleil 
him, is a warm-blooded animal, and must not ho 
confoundcd with thc saw-fish or the sword-físli. 
both o f which are entirely different in their spccies 
and habiis from the narwhal.
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L I V I N G  C A M E O S  A N D  B A S  - R E  L I E  I-'S

P O O R  R O B I N S O N  C R U S O P I

B y  M. E l l a  P r e s t o n .

P o o r  Robinson Crusoe!
W hat made the poor man do so ?
H e was a robin’s son, I know,
But that ’s no reason he should crow.- 
Pray, tell me why he crew so?

L I V I N G  C A M E O S  A N D  B A S - R E E I E F S .

B y  G e o r g e  B ,  B a r t l e t t .

T h is  fascinating entcrtainm ent can be prepared 
by children, at short notice, with very little trouble 
or expense. T h e  articles required are two sheets 
of large card-board, two sheets o f p ink tissue-pa­
per, and two sheets o f white cotton wadding, one 
ball o f white and onc o f p ink velvet chalk, a  Icad- 
pencil, a  pair o f scissors, six yards of b lack cam- 
bric, a  few tacks, and a little paste.

One sheet o f card-board is fastened on the side wall 
of a  darkencd room, so that thc shadow of the face 
of a person witli large and regular features will fall 
upon the center o f it when a lighted candlc is held 
in front o f the side of the face at a distance o f three 
feet. A  cup should be placed between the face 
and the card-board and kept in position by thepres- 
sure of the head, in order, so far as possible, to 
prevent any m ovem ent on the part o f the sittcr. 
T h e candle must be so placed that thc shadow of 
profile is in thc center o f the card-board ; thc out- 
lines are then to be traced with a  pencil. Tho 
card-board can then be taken down and thc profile 
carefully cut out ¡ thc back o f thc head usually 
being cnlargcd, so that various mcthods of dressing 
thc hair m ay be permitted. T h is  white card-board 
will be ready for thc bas-rclief after thc outer edge 
has been cut into the form o f a  circlc, and made 
ihicker by  sevcral rings o f pastcboard of thc same 
(iiamctcr, but only three inches wide. W hen cárn­
eos are to be cxhibitcd, thc outer surface should be 
covered with pink tissiic-papcr.

A  curtain o f chcap b lack cambric or any plain- 
colorcd m aterial, reaching from the ceiling to the 
floor, is then hung at a  distance o f about two fcet 
from the back wall o f the room whcrc thc cxhibition 
is to take place. T h e card-board is fastened into 
a hole made in the curtain, so that the center of thc 
opening is about six or seven feet from the floor,

and a  chair or small table is placed cióse behind 
this curtain and another sm all piece o f b lack cloth 
is tacked to the wall behind thc opening.

T h e person whose face is to form thc bas-relief 
stands upon a  chair or table so that the head ñts 
into the opening in the card-board, about onc-half 
o f it projecting in front o f the surface o f the frame 
thus formed. T h e  side-facc thus exposed is cbalked 
and the hair is covered with white wadding, which 
conceals it, and also can be fastened in waves, 
plaits, or classic k n o ts; for cárneos, p ink chalk, 
and tissue-paper take the place of the white. V ery  
pretty art studies can thus b e  made b y  inexperi- 
enced persons.

W hen it is dcsired to show scveral o f these art 
studies consecutively, it will be well to have a pink 
and a white frame placed side by  side about one 
foot apart, as then thcy m ay be shown together or 
scparatcly ; the onc not in use bein g covered with 
a  little curtain o f b lack cambric. T h u s a  plcasing 
variety can be produccd by showing either a  carneo 
or a  bas-relief or both together. Faces o f children 
or o f grown people can be used as desired, as it is 
not absolutcly necessary that tho features should 
exactly fill the cut profilcs in thc card-board. The 
eyes are always closed, and a little chalk sliould 
be rubbcd on thc eyclids just before thc face is 
shown to the spectators.

T h efram esm ay be placed between thick window- 
curtains drapcd above and below th e m ; this will 
save thc trouble of a black curtain, as the perform- 
ers can stand in the window behind thc curtain. 
T h e best m an n ero fligh tin g  them is from the top; 
and when thc room has no chandelier, a lamp can 
be hcld at the left sidc as high as can be done con- 
veniently by  a person who stands upon a chair or 
short stcp-laddcr.
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B E N N Y ’ S H O R S E .

B v  M a r v  C a t h e r i n f . L e e .

Vi i

On e  day, when Benny was a very littie boy, his 
mother went on a shopping excursión to New 
Haven, and left him in the rather slippery care 
o f Florilla, her “ help.”  T h a t day m ade a very inis- 
cellaneous and highly-seasoncd chapter in B enny’s 
history. It began with a  fine littie conflagration, 
produced without much trouble by Benny himself, 
who took a  box o f matches into the wood-shed, 
while the worldly-minded Florilla had gone up- 
stairs a minute to “ do u p ”  her hair and otherwise 
re-arrange her toilet, with a view  o f  prcscnting a 
creditablc appearancc when ’Bijah should come in 
with the m ilk and vegetables which he brought 
over every day from G randm a Pottcr’s farm. 
Florilla, sm elling smoke, rushed down the dark, 
crooked back staircase, and fell into the kitchen 
with a sprained wrist and a páinfully bruised head. 
’Bijah, happily arriving at that extreme moment, 
hardly knew  which to do first —  spank Benny, 
pick up Florilla, or put out the fire. H e began 
with the fire, h o w ev er; and the Bréese house 
was saved,— cxcepting the wood-shed,—  Florilla 
was consoled, and Benny was put to bed, as the 
place most conducive to rcpentance, whencc he 
made Florilla ’s achin g liead rin g again with his 
roaring expostulations. It w ill hardly be believed 
that one day coukl hold so m any disastcrs; but it 
is perfectly true that the same afternoon a furious 
thundcr-storm carne up, during which Florilla and 
Benny endured agonies o f  fcar, the horse broke 
through the barn floor, and Mrs. Breese carne 
home to find F lorilla  patiently and submissivcly 
expecting the end o f the world to happen next.

“  M y ¡an d ! ”  said Florilla, as she finished telling 
the story o f the day to Mrs. Breese, “ there has n’t 
been such a  tim e since the days o f Pharo’. W hat- 
ever coukl ’a ’ m ade it come all at once ? ”

“ 1 guess,”  said Benny, “ G o d ’s gone to the 
city.”

Mrs. Breese, with a  mother’s inemory, laid up 
this littie saying of B enny’s, and was rcm inded of 
it at m any a vexatious time as life went on.

Onc day, a year afterward, shc felt especially in- 
clined to think G od must have gone to the city, 
for everything had gone wrong since the dawn, 
from her currant-jelly’s dctermination not to “ je ll,” 
and Florilla’s having iittcrly demolished the alabas- 
ter T em ple o f Fam e which glorificd the parlor cen- 
ter-table, to Mr. Breesc’s com ing home violently ill 
with malarial intcrm ittent fever. It was also an 
hour past dinncr-tiine and Benny had n ’t come.

“  W h at could b e  the m a tte r? ”  she wondercd, as 
she stepped out on tho piazza for the twcntictli 
time, and gazcd up the Street in the hope of 
seeing her boy bounding along home. W hat she 
did really sec was a boy shiifHing and creepiiv' 
along, with his head down, leading an animal of the 
horse species, whose head was stili further dov¡i. 
and who looked ve iy  m uch inclined to go down alto- 
gether —  universally— “  right in his tracks,”  as shc 
said to herself. A s  a prospcctit'e skeleton or a cui i- 
üsity there was no fault to b e  found with him, but 
as a horse he had the faults o f being lam e and lean 
to a painful degree— o f appearing, in short, to be 
entirely past his liscfulness as a propclling powev. 
W h at he seemed to want was to borrow some of 
that powcr, to get on with, and the boy who led him 
lent him that very freely, i f  frequcnt twitches at tlie 
halter were anything to the purpose.

“ H i!  Gi¿ u p ! Com e along there, yon ckl 
t h in g !”  shouted the boy, with plenty o f twitchc:,; 
and Mrs. Breese thought there was somethirg 
familiar in those vocifcrous tones. Could it be lict 
b o y?  Cí’u td it 'b c  —  Y es, it was —  B e n n y ! Yet ii 
did n’t look like that blessed, cvcr-beam ing bov. 
He had a singiilariy dubiüiis and subdued exprc»- 
s io n ; he manifested no delight whatever at lhc 
sight o f his own mother, but, leading his remnant 
o f a horse, he shufflecl along into the yard, mutciy 
protesting against association with the animal, 
and loüking as if somebody was to blame for 
something.

“  W h y, whose oíd horse is that, Benny? ”  asked 
Mrs. Breese, ivitli wonder and a desire for knowl- 
edge in every tone.

“  He ’s m ine,”  said Benny, not at all boastfully. 
“  Y ou rs? ''
“ Y es, ’m .”
“  W h at do you mean, Benny ? ”  she h a lf gaspcd. 

“  W here did you get him ? ”
“  I —  I — boiight him ,”  said Benny, faintly, as ií 

confessing his sins.
" Bonght him ! ”  repeated his mothcr. “  W hat, 

that oíd rackabones ! Bought him with what ? " 
“ T h e m oney I was a-saving to buy tlicshot-gun,” 

groaned Benny, the b ig  tears starting to his eyes. 
“  W h y, how much money clid yóu havc, pray ?” 
“  F our dollars ’n' twenty-nine cents.”
“ A n d  you bought a  horse for th a t? "
“  Bought him for three ’n’ a half.”
“  But what d id  you want with such a poor, for- 

lorn oíd thing, and what are yon goin g to do with
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him now you ’ve got him ? "  asked Mrs. Breese, in 
a despairing tone.

“  1 d id  n’ t  want liim , ’n ’ I declare 1 don’t know 
wkat to do with h im ,” said Benny, w eeping frcdy.

“ W h y, I don’t understand you, B en n y,”  said 
Mrs. Breese, so amazcd that she sat down on the 
top step o f thc piazza, giving up the attem pt to bear

her own weight and 
the weight o f this 

great mystery 
at onc and

T here is n ’t room in our little barn for your horse. 
I should say, let him go and do what he pleascs 
with him sclf,— only then he would suffer and be 
abused, 1 suppose, and he looks as if he had had 
enough o fth a t, poor th in g! W e must m anage to 
take carc o f him in some w ay until your fathcr is 
well. But wlierc shatt wc put him ? ”

“  T h e re ’s room enough in G randm a’s barn, an’ 
’B ijah ’d take care o f him for m e.”  said Benny.

“ W ell, hitch him  to tho oíd chcrry-tree, give 
him som ething to eat, and come and get your own 
dinner. O h, dear m e! W h a t w f//com e n e x t?”

time. “  I f  you dicl n ’t  want the crcaturc, why did  
you buy him  ? liosv  clid you buy him ?”

“ I  1 - I  bid  on him just for fun,”  said
Benny, reluctantly, “ a — an d — and the man 
said he was m ino.”

“ W h a t m an? W here is h e ? ” inquircd his 
mother, apparcntly indulging a wild hope that it 
might yet b e  possible to undo this fatal bargain. 

“ lio  was seilin’ horses on thc green ; this was
the last one he had. A n ’ he ’s gone now   I
— clon’t — know w here.”

W ell, I ’m sure I clon’l know what is to be done 
with the poor beast,”  said Mrs. Breese, \vith an 
acciimulativo sigh “  Here ’s your father sick. 1 
can’t say anything to /ivn about it. jYif’c?biiild a 
new barn for him , I suppose; the more woe-bcgone 
a creaturc is, thc more worry he makes over it.

' "venr/;

Benny liitched his property to an ancient chcrry- 
tree that was a  good match for him , and gave liim 
somc o a ts ; and tlic w ay ilioso oats were absorbed
 the ivay that liorse and tliose oats m erged and
blendcd and m eltcd into cach o th e r --th e  way the 
horse went into the oats and thc w ay the oats went 
into thc h o rsc--m acle  Benny stand astonished.

W hen he and liis own dinner had been similarly 
combincd, Mrs. Breese said:

“ Now, Benny, i f  yon can get this animal over

a

kuií
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to Grandm a’s, I think you ’d  better take him there 
and see if they ’ll keep him for you awhile, until 
Father ’s well and can dispose o f  him in some siiit- 
able w ay.”

“ W cll,”  said Bcnny, “ better put up plenty o’ 
bread and butter for me, 'cause it ’ll be next week 
before 1 get to G randm a’s with him ."

“ There ’s nothing elsc lo  be done,”  said his 
m other; “  and if you find it tcdious, you ’ll be thc 
more likely to keep aw ay from horse auctions.”  

But when Benny unhitchedhis n ag and started off 
with him , he found the oats had lent a  small Ímpetus, 
and the bundlo o f bones hippcriy-hopped along 
al)out as fast as B cn ny wanted to walk, and they 
reached Grandm a’s in about fifty minutes. 
m ile in twenty-five minutes was a good record 
for that kind o f a  horse.

H e hcared a  saw going “  kzee-kzee-kzee-kzee- 
qrrrrr,”  and concluded he should find ’Bijah offici- 
ating at the wood-pile, so he led his Resinante 
around there, and carne upon ’Bijah like a solemn 
visión. ’B ijah stopped his sawing with a  jerk,

“  H ullo ! ”  said h e ; “  whose racer hav’ ye there, 
B cn n y ? ”

“  He ’s m ine,”  said Benny. “  1 bought him at 
an auction.”

H e was n ’t going to let ’Bijala know how he had 
been taken in. He would put a  bold face upon it, 
and let ’Bijah suppose that this particular horse 
was the very thing o f all others in the world that 
he wanted.

“  Sho ! ”  said ’Bijah, looking the horse over with 
an eye partly shut, to get a  very fine focus, and 
then looked Benny over with one o f his noon-day 
smiles. “ W h y, i t ’s very  clever in ye, Benny, to 
stand there a-talkin’ to m e— you, the owner o f a 
hoss. M cbby you ’ve got money to lend ? ”

“  N o ,”  said B enny, “  I don’t want to lend any 
money, but 1 ’ll lend you the horse.”

“ Y o u  don't say ! "  said ’Bijah, looking astoundcd 
and incredulous. “ W h y, y o u ’re m ore’n clevcr, 
Bcnny ! ”

“  Oh, l  would n ’t lend him to every fellow, you 
know ,” said Bcnny, with a  knowing grin. “  But 
seein’ i t ’s you, ’Bijah, 1 ’ll Ic tyon  have him for his 
keepin’. ”

’Bijah sat down on the saw-horsc and roarcd with 
deiight.

“  Oh, dear m e ! You ’re a sharp un, B enn y,” 
he gasped. “ You ’ll come out one o’ those rail- 
road chaps yet. W h at ’d ye give for yer h o ss?”

“  1 ’m not going to tell what I gave for h im ,”  said 
Benny. “  W here shall 1 put h im , ’Bijah ? / d o n ’t 
know w hat to do with him , you see, an’ 1 ’vc  got to 
keep him here.”

“ O h jh o !  th a t ’s a  hoss o f another color. W h y, 
we have n’t any place good enough for him ,"

said ’Bijali, stepping up to the animal and making 
a critical examination o f his “ p o in ts”— (iincoin- 
m oniysharp they were, and p lenty of them). “ ]|o 
aint such an oid  hoss as he looks,”  he continued, 
exam ining his teeth. “ W alk  him round a little, 
B enn y.”

’Bijah watched the crcature as he limped along. 
and then he lifted and cxam ined one after another 
o f the horsc's feet.

“  It ’s his off hind anide,”  said he. “ A  sprair, 
I guess, an’ he ’s got the scratches so m e; but ther ’s 
not so very mtsch tho m atter with the bcast, after 
all. W h o  under the canopy could have abused e 
hoss like that and let him run down so ? Yes, 1 
guess l ’ ll take the loan o f him , Bcnny, if yoer 
Grandm a ’s willin’ . ”

T his was only a question o f form, for Bcnny 
always did about as he pleased at Grandm a’s, and 
he and ’Bijah both knew very well that he could 
keep a four-in-hand turnout there i f  he chose. .A» 
a  m atter o f course, therefore, Benny’s horse was iii- 
stalled in the farm stable, and invited to a share of 
the oats and an interest in the pasture with the 
other horses —  an invitation to which he responded 
with alacrity; and his interest in those things was 
so dccp and vital as to make it a  m atter o f posiiivc 
indiffercncc to him that those other horses laughed 
their derisivc horse-laughs at his gaunt uglincss 
and ungainly gait. H e sniffcd a sniff o f scorn witli 
all the breath he could sparc, and cared not a füp 
o f his tail for social suffrage, but gave his whiile 
undivided soul to oats and the ju icy  dainties of the 
pasture. ’Bijah, who, am ong other wondcrful ac- 
complishments, was a kind o f horse-doctor, bathed 
his feet with a  solution o f copperas to cure tlie 
scratches, and bandagcd his sprained ankle skill- 
fiilly with wonderful linim ent o f his own manu­
facture, and the poor oid horse sornetimes feit like 
laughin g him self; but he only smiled inwardly 
It could n ’t exactly be said that he laughed in his 
sleeve, but he privately smiled at some things he 
knew which those other horses did n’t knoir.

Benny, m eantime, neither thought ñor cared 
about the oíd nag. It was off his hands, and his 
interest, just then, was w ith C ap’n G ills’s sloop, un 
which he was frequently invited to take a sail. 
A ll his spare time, therefore, was given to navigu- 
tion. Mrs. Brcesc’s anxiety about Mr. lirccsc 
made her also forget B enny’s horse, but onc morn­
ing she s a id :

“ Y o u r father ’s going to tako a  drive up to thc 
farm this m orning, B cn ny; he does n ’t fccl very 
strong, and I guess you ’d better drive for limi. 
B y  the way, that oíd horse of yours is up thcre 
still; you 'd better ask Father to look at him and 
see what it is best to do with him, It is really an 
imposition to have left him thcre all this w hile.”
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Mr. Breese alsodeclared, wlien he heard about the 
horse, that his case must be attended to dircctly.

He and Benny drove into the barn when they 
i-cached Grandm a’s, and Benny called with a loud 
vüice for ’B ija h ; but no ’Bijah was to be found.

“ T h e oíd h o rse ’s hero somewhcre, I s’pose,”  
said Bennv, poeriug into the sialls, one after an­
other. “  Ño, he is n’t, though. H e ’s out in the 
pasture, I guess.”

“  T h e r e ’s an extra horse hcre, though,”  said 
Mr. Breese. “  H ete are T om  and Jim and Bill, 
and thcrc ’s another one besides. Is this your 
horse, B e n n y ? ”

“  No, sir ,"  said B e n n y ; “  m y horse looked like 
that ladder tlicre, stood up on pegs. T his fellow ’s 
a b e a u ty — eh, F a th e r? ”

“  Y es, he is a  fine creature. But Grandm a would 
scarcely buy a new horse, for shc does n ’t need 
one. I ivondcr what he ’s doin g here ? ”

T h ey  found G randm a in h er chintz-covercd 
rocking-cbair, just where Benny had always found 
her ever since he could remember, and she looked 
over the same silver-bowed spectaclcs, with the 
same serene smile, at “  that boy B enn y,”  who was 
iievcr the same, but was bigger and Iouder and 
inore out of bounds cvery time she saw him.

“  1 say, G randm a,”  began B enny, hardly wait- 
ing for the good-mornings and Grandraa's kiss, 
•‘ what liorsc is that out in the barn with your’s ? ”

“  Oh, it ’s a  horse we ’re boarding for a friend 
of m ine,”  said Grandma.

“ W h a t ’s bccom e o f my okl h o rse ? ”  asked 
Benny, with a  look o f d isgu st; for, besides that 
beast’s personal unloveliness, the thought o f hiin 
always rcm inded Benny o f the lost shot-gun.

“ You ’ll have to ask ’Bijah about h im ,”  said 
Grandma. “ R in g the bell, and he ’ ll com e.” 

Benny ran g the bell with such vigor that ’Bijah 
carne in breathless hastc.

“  O h, it ’s that hoss, is it? ”  said he, when Deuny 
asked for his stecd. “ 1 thought it was fire, or 
tramps. W a ll, B enn y,”  he continued, with an 
anxious face, “  I hope ye wont mourn much about 
that üld h o ss; he was n ’t very good-lookin’, ye 
know, an’ he was very lam e.”

“ O h, 1 don’t  care a n y t h in g  a b o u t  h im ,”  sa id  

Benny, with a droll g r im a c e , in te n d e d  to e x p rc s s  
his low O pin ión  o f the a n im a l. “  If  he ’s dead, so 
much the better. F ath er s a id  he was a fr a id  he ’ d 

have to be s h o t .”
“  But secin’ that you want a hoss, B enn y,”  pur- 

siied ’Bijah, “ I ’vc  go l one that ye m ight likc. 
W ant to look at h im ? ”

“• W h y, yes, I guess so,”  said Benny.
“  I ’ ll bring him round to the south door; you 

wait there,”  said ’Bij.ah, taking Benny by the 
shouldcrs and turning him back to the house.

’Bijah went down to the barn, and returned lead­
in g  a  glossy chestnut anim al, slender and clean- 
limbed, that carried his head com placently and 
prickcd the turf daintily as he advanccd. He 
looked likc a lady’s pet, and seemed as gentlc as a 
kitten. T o  crown all, he was saddled ivith a fine 
new saddle. Benny’s heart glowcd with desire.

“  W ant lo try him ? ”  asked ’Bijah.
“ W ant to? Want t o ? "  Benny’s very soul 

Icaped as he sprang into the saddle and moved 
off like  a cavalier.

Mr. Breese carne to the door and admired the 
horse and his boy. It was a fine sight to sec thcm  
together. H e felt that such a horse was made 
for such a  boy. ’B ijah siistained his impression 
b y  s a y in g ;

“  Jest the horse for Benny, eh ? ”
“  Y e s ,”  said Mr. Breese, with a iittlc sigh ; “  1 

wish I could afford such a horse as that for m y 
boy.”

Benny paused in his cantering and cchoed the 
wish.

“  W a ll,”  said ’Bijah, answering Mr. Breese, “  I 
rcckon ’t w ould n ’t be hard to buy him cheap. I 
heard the gentlem an he belongs to sayin’ he did 
n ’t care anythin’ about him .”

“ W h o m  does he belong to? ”  asked Mr. Breese.
“  A  young man o f the ñam e o f Benny Breese.” 
“ W hat, m e ? "  shouted Benny, catching his 

breath.
“ H o w ’s th a t? ”  asked Mr. Breese, in blank 

amazement.
“ W h y , you sec,”  explaincd ’Bijah, “ this Mr. 

Benny Breese brought a m iscr’blc, starved-to-deatli 
skeliton o f a hoss here, so lam e that cvery stcp 
was a  miracle, an’ he said we m ight have him  for 
his keopin’. ”

“ T/tis is n ’t the lio rsc? ”  exciaim ed Mr. Breese, 
in a tone o f  astonislinient.

“  W a ll, ’ t is an’ ’t is n’t ,”  said ’B ijah, with a dis- 
crim inating squint. “  1 took the skeliton for a frame 
to start on, an’ built up on it some, an’ I think 
it looks considcr’ble like a hoss n o w ; don’t it ?

“ I should think s o ! ”  said Mr. Breese. “ But, 
’Bijah, the horse is yours. Y o u  ’ve built him up 
out o f nothing.”

“ S h o ! ”  said ’Bijah, with a modcst w ag o f  his 
head and a  full blaze o f siniliiig satisfaction on his 
honest face. “ I f  t h a t ’s so, I '11 make a present 
o f  him to B en n y.”

Benny cam c down to the ground in a twinkhng- 
“  O h, you dear oíd fellow, >’ou ! ”  said he, hu ggin g 
’Bijah around tlic waist. “  But wlicre ’d the saddle 
come from ! ”

“ O h, I brought it home to try ,”  said ’Bijah. “ I 
guess ver Pa ’n’ yer Grandm a ’ ll want you to hcv 
a saddle.”
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Mr. Breese laughed, and said Benny must, of 
course, have a  saddle.

“  A n d  thc horse must havo a nam c, 1 suppose,” 
added he. “  ’Bijah, you ought to namc your own 
work o f a rt.”

“  I had to cali him som ething,”  said ’Bijah. “  I 
can’t be a-taikin’ to folks all the time and never 
cali ’em b y  ñam e, so I called him G en ’ral Putnam 
— G en ’ral Israel Putnam ,”

A nd General Israel Putnam he was from that day, 
and he and Benny Brccsc w crc the admired o f all 
admirers as thcy pranccd up and down the streets 
o f Still Harbor. E very  boy in town was devoured 
with envy, and every girl, when she read about 
“ the princely y o u th ” who, “ just as the melan- 
choly shades o f eve were approaching,”  or “ just 
as the rosy fingers o f  the dawn were about to gild 
the cham bers o f thc east,”  was seen to “ emerge 
from thc gatcs o f thc castle seated upon a richly 
caparisoncd palfrcy,”  thought of Benny Bréese.

W hen thc morning o f tho Fourth o f ji i ly  arrived, 
it was thought to be very appropriatc that General 
Israel Putnam  should join  in the celebration o f the 
day. There was to be a gorgeoiis procossion in 
the m orning, a  balloon ascensión from the Green 
in the afternoon, and tire-works in the evening. 
T h e  procession was decided to be the part o f the 
program m c in which G eneral Putnam  would figure 
best. Therefore, in due season, on the morning 
o f the glorious day, thc G en eral— his m ane gar- 
nished with led , white, and blue ribbons, with 
bows o f ribbons and knots and garlands of flowers 
bedecking him generally and proliisely, and Bcnny 
Breese, in a  brand-new jacket and trousers, with a 
button-hole bouquet and white cotton glovcs —  
pranced down thc Street to thc Green in aspirited 
way which thrillcd every beholder, and took his 
place in thc slowly forming procession as “  T h e 
Spirit o f  1876” (this was the centcnnial Fourth 
o f July). T h e balance and offset to Benny was 
“ T h e  Spirit o f 1776 ”— represcnted b y  a young 
fariner’s bo>’, in cockcd hat and knee-breeches, 
wearing the rusty sword with which one o f his 
ancestors liad cut down a  British soldier in the 
Revolutionary battle o f Still H arbor. These two 
were to ride sidc by  side in the very head and 
front o f  thc procession. A n  adm iring crowd sur- 
roundccl them. W hile the m arshals of the day 
were getting into line the barouches bearin gth e  
digiiitaries o f the borough, and the chariots o f 
school children, B cn ny sat looking about in a  dig- 
nified way, accepting graciously thc hom age o f all 
beholders. He noticed that tliat boy who was 
always getting above him in his class, who beat 
him  at ball, and owned a shot-gun, stood in the dust 
at his feet. H e observed that Miss Rose Roberts, 
who had a way o f m aking him feel very clumsy

and low-spirited, was looking on from the piazza of 
her house, which stood on the G reen. His father 
and mother, and especially his sister Faim y, would 
now sec, he hoped, what a superior boy he was.

T h e  files were formed, thc marshals took their 
places beside the ranks, and the band started up.

T h e band started up, did I say ?  Gencial 
Israel Putnam  started up as well,—  up, vp, uP, on 
his hind legs, and Benny Breese w ent down, dovin. 
D O W N ,  and was soon keeping com pany in thc du-t 
w ith the unworthy boy who owned the shot-guii. 
A  broad space soon cleared itself around General 
Putnam, who, greatly to the dishonor o f his namc, 
m oved out o f the procession, still on his hind legs, 
and began a regular motion, from side to side, 
forward and back, all the while gracefully waving 
his fore legs in the air, after thc manner of thc mo>i 
approved trained circus horses. Benny aróse and 
stood in the dust with the crowd.

H ave you heard o f the Spai tan boy wlin, wheii 
a  coal o f fire dropped into his sleeve, let it remain 
there until it had bunied a dccp hole in his flcsli, 
and made no sign, m oved not a niusclc? Thai 
boy had a  rival in Bcnny as he stood and gazcd on 
thc General. B lank wondcr kept him  rontcd in 
sileiice to thc s p o t; but he was also a spim ky bo\, 
and clung to his dignity cvcn when the owner <il' 
the shot-gun shouted, “  T h e  Down-spirit o f  '76 ! ’ 
Down he was, and somewhat down-spirited, too, 
but he hcld up his head and appeared to be tlw 
most absorbed and interested o f all the spectators.

A pparently, General Putnam m eant ncvcr tn 
give up dancing until the band gave up playing. 
On, still on, wcnt the jig , to the rare deiight of 
every sm all boy and the am azem ent o f their elders.

T h e procession m oved on disregarded, but 
cverybody clbowed and tiptoed, craned his ncck 
or got up on a fence, to see the dancing horse.

Suddenly thcre was a m isstep— an interferencc, 
— a som ething w rong,— and poor G eneral Putnam 
reeled and carne down with a gigantic flop upon 
the ground.

T hen  ensuecl confusión, made up o f renewed 
efforts to see, shouts o f derision, and exclamations 
o f pity. T h e  crowd closed around the poor horse 
until the sheriff made his appearance and drovc ii 
back, to let the anim al get up if he could. W ith 
some help, he strugglcd to his feet, and stood thcre, 
the very picture o f baffled ambition, o f disgraccful 
failure— a m eek and tousled-looking horse, at any 
rate, His knots and garlands ga y  were torn anil 
awry. H e was but the caricature of that noble 
steed which carne caracoling and curveting down 
the Street but an hour before.

Benny took him b y  his bridle, and led him 
lim ping slowly away.

T h e m ystery o f his former neglccted condition
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ivas explaincd. H e liad evidently bccn a pavt of 
some show, and when, from some cause or othcr, 
he had becom e unable to jicrform his feats without 
itum bling and failure, he liad lost his valué as a 
ti-aincd h o rse ; his training made him unsafo for 
(irdinary purposes; he was too “ lig h t”  for a  work- 
horse, and he had consequently been sold cheap to 
onc person, and another, and had been variously 
iieglected and abused, until lie  becam c the wreck 
of a  liorsc that B enny “  liad bid on for fun.”

Mrs. Breese declarcd thal Benny should never 
ride that horse again —  there was no knowing what 
the beast’s immoral education would lead him  to

do next. But Mr. Breese said, “ P sh aw ! nonsense ! 
Benny must learn to stick to his horse, and keep 
aivay from the Still Harbor Brass B a n d .”

Benny did learn lo stick to his horse. I have 
seen him ride through lhc streets of Still H arbor 
standing as straight as a ramrocl on that liorse’s 
back. It is gencrally believcd that there is some 
mystcrious, not to say imcanny, understanding b e­
tween the two. T h ey  pcrform most wonderful 
mancuvers, but which rcally does the m aneuvcring 
nobody can find out. But Denny’s n eck is still un­
broken, which is, and ever will be, the great Still 
Harbor mystery.
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“ B O Y S . ”

B y  J o h n  S. AuAfifs.

•Si'UKDY little farm er boy, tcll me how you know 
W hen ’t is time to plow thc fields, and to reap and 

mow.
Do the hens “  with yellow legs ”
Scold you when you hunt for cggs?

Do you drive thc ducks to driiik, w addling in a  row ? 
Do the pigs in concert sqtical 
W hen you bring their evening m eal?

T e ll me, little farm er boy, for I ’d like  to 1 CllOW.

Niinble littie sailor boy, tell me how you kuoiv 
How to navigate your ship when the tempcsts blo», 

D o )o u  find it pretty liard 
C lin gin g to the topsail yard?

D on’Cyou fear some storm y day overboard y o u ’ll 
go?

Do they let you take a  light- 
W hen yoti go aloft at night?

T e ll me, little  sailor Ijoy, for 1 ’cl like to know.

i í . '

Little boys of cvcry kind, tell me how you know 
Tha.t ’t is tiine ere school bcgins rather ill to grow, 

Does the pain increaso so fast 
T h at ’t is terrible at last ?

D on’t you quickly convalesce when too late to go? 
D o you think I am  a  dunce ?
W as n ’t I a  school-boy once ?

T e ll me, ail you little boys, for I ’d  like  to know.

i1

u
U T T L i i  G I R L  W T I t  T H E  S H E L L : “ SV H V , I T  S O U N D S  / U S T  L I K C  T H E  ítO A H O F  T l i r  O C E A N  ! *
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N I N T H  S P I N N I N G - W H E E L  S T O R Y .

B y  L o u i s a  M .  A l c o t t .

“ T h e r e ’S plenty o f tim e for another. L et the 
Uttle folk go to becl, now that they ’ve had their 
story, and then please brin g  out thc next story, 
.\untie,”  cried M in, when all had listened w ith more 
interest than they would avow to thc children’s tale.

So the sm all people trotted off, m uch against 
iheir will, and this most obliging o f aunts drew 
forth another manuscript, saying, as she glanccd 
■It several o f hcr eider nieces, brave in thc n e w  

irmkets Santa Claris had sent th em ;
“ T his is a  story with a mora! to it which the 

girls will understand ; the boys can take naps while 
I read, for it will not interest them .”

“  If it shows up the girls, wc shall like it,” 
answered Geoff, as he composed him self lo hear 
and enjoy the tale of

D A IS Y 'S  JEW EL-H O X, A N D  H O W  SHF. F lU .E D  IT .
t

“  It would be porfectly delightful, and just what 
I long foi‘, but I don’t seo how I can go with 
nothing fit to w ear,”  said D aisy, looking up from 
the letter in hcr hand, with a  face full o f girlish 
cagem ess and anxiety.

Mrs. F ie ld  set every fear at rest with a re-assur- 
ing smüc, as she quictly made onc o f the sacrifices 
mothers think so smail, when made for thc dear 
creatures for whom they live.

“  You shall go, dear; I have a  little sum put by 
for an em ergcncy. Twenty-five dollars w ill do a 
great deal, when tastos are simple and we do our 
own dress-m aking.”

“ But, M other, that m oney was for your cloak. 
You need it so much I can ’t bear to have you give 
itu p ,”  said sober little Jane, the hom e-girl, who 
unlike her ga y  eider sister, never cared for visiting.

“ Hush, dear; I can do very well with a shawl 

V oL . .XI.— 55.

over m y oíd sack. Don’t say a word to spoil 
D aisy’s pleasurc. She needs a change after this 
dull autumn, and she must be neat and nice.” 

Jane)' said no more, and fell to thinking what 
site had to offer D a is y ; for both took great pride 
in the pretty girl, who was the queen am ong her 
young friends.

D aisy hcard, but was so busy re-reading the 
letter that she took no notice then, though she 
recalled the words later.

“ Com e and pass the holidays with us. W e all 
wish to see you, and Laura begs you will not dis- 
appoint h e r.”

T his was the invitation that carne from Laura’s 
m other; for the two girls had stitick up a great 
frieiidship during the summer the city family 
passed in thc little country town where D aisy 
lived. She had ardcntly hoped that Laura would 
not forget the charm ing plan, and now the cordial 
message carne just when the scason would be 
gayest in town.

“ 1 suppose I must have the everlasting white 
muslin for a party dress, as that is the cheapest 
thing a girl can wear. A  nun’s-veiling is what I 
long for, but I ’m afraid we can ’t afford it ,”  she 
said, with a sigh, com ing back from visions o f city 
dclights to the all-im portant question o f dress.

“ Y es, we can, and new ribbons, glovcs, and 
slippei-s as well. You are so sm all that it does n’t 
take much, and wc can mako it up ourselves. So 
run and collect all your little finery, w hilc I go and 
do the shopping at once.”

“ Y o u  dcarcst of m others! how you always 
m anage to give me what I want, and smooth all 
my worries away. 1 ’l! be as good as gold, and 
bring you the best present I can find.”

A
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D aisy's gratefiil kiss warm ed the dear woman’s 
hcart, and made her forget how shabby the oíd 
sack was, as she hastened away to spend the m oney 
carefully hoarded for the m uch-needed cloak.

Needles and fingers flew, and two days before 
Christmas, D aisy set out for the enchanted city, 
feeling very rich with the pretty new dress in her 
trunk and with five dollars for pocket money. It 
seemed a large sum to the country girl, and she 
planned to spend it all in gifts for mother and 
Janey, whose tired feces rather hauntcd her after 
she had caught the last glimpse o f them.

H er reception was a  warm o n e ; for all the 
Vaughns were interested in the bloom ing little 
maiden thcy had found am ong the hills, and did 
their best to m ake her visit a pleasant one. T h e 
first day she was in a  delightful sort o f maze,—  
things wcre so spiendid, gay  and ncw ; the second, 
she felt awkward and countrified, and wished she 
had not come. A  letter from her mother on 
Christm as m orning did her good, aiid gave her 
courage to bear the little  triáis that afflicted her.

“  M y clothes do look dowcly beside Laura’s 
elegant costumes, though they seemed very nice 
at h o m e ; but m y hair is n ’t red, and that ’s 
a  comfort,”  she said to herself, as she dresscd for 
the party that evening.

She could not help sm iling at the bonny figure 
she saw in the long mirror, and wishing Mother 
and Janey could see the w ork o f their hands in all 
its g lo r y ; for the simple white dress was very 
becom ing, and her kind host had supplied her with 
lovely flowers for belt and bouquet.

B ut thc smile feded as she took up her one orna­
m ent,—  an antique necklace, given her by  an oíd 
aunt. A t home it was considered a very rare and 
beautiful thing, and D aisy had been rather proud 
o f her old-fashioned chain till she saw Laura’s col­
lection o f trinkets, the variety and brilliancy of 
which dazzlcd her eyes, and woke a burning desire 
in her to possess treasures o f the same sort. It was 
somc consolation to find that the m ost striking were 
not very  expensive; and after poring over them with 
deep interest, D aisy privately resolved to bu y as 
m any as her five dollars would procure. These 
new ornaments could be worn during her visit, 
and serve as gifts when she went h o m e; so the 
extravagance would not be so great as it seemed.

T h is  purpose comforted her, as she put on thc 
oíd necklace, which looked very din gy beside thc 
Rhine-stones that flashed, the silvcr banglcs that 
clashed, and the gilded butterflies, spiders, arrows, 
flowers, and daggers that shone on thc youn g girls 
whom she met that evening. T heir fine drcsscs 
she could not hope to imítate, but a pin and a pair 
o f bracclets were possible, and she resolved to have 
them, i f  she had to borrow m oney to get home.

H er head was quite turned by this desire for thc 
cheap trinkets w hich attract all feminíne eyes now- 
a d a y s; and when, am ong the pretty things that 
carne to her from thc Christm as-trec that niglu, 
she received a  blue plush jew el-box, she felt thuc 
it was almost a  duty to fill it as soon as possible.

“  Is n’t it a  beauty? 1 never had one, and it is 
just what I wanted ! ”  sa id b a isy , delightedlyliftin,:< 
the trayful o f satin beds for pretty things. a r j  
pulling out the little drawer underneath, where the 
giver’s card lay.

“ I told papa a work-box or a  fan would ' 
better; but he liked this and he would buy i : . ' 
explained L aura, who knew  how useless it was 
her friend.

“  It was very kind o f hira, and I prefcr il.c 
jewel-box to either o f those. 1 ’ve nothing but mv 
oíd chain and a  shabby little pin to put in it now, 
but l ’ll fill it in tim e,”  answered Daisy, whn. : 
eyes seem ed to behold the unbought treasui'-. 
already reposing on the dainty cushion.

“ Real jewels are the best, m y dear, for thnr 
worth and beauty are never lost, T h e tinsel ili.at 
girls wear now is poor stuff, and m oney is thro'.'.n 
away in buyin g it ,”  said Mrs. V augh n , who owr- 
heard them  and guessed the temptation which beset 
the youn g country girl.

D aisy looked conscious, b u l answered with a 
smile, and a hand on her n ecklace: “ This <ld 
thing would n ’t look well in m y pretty box, so I ’ ll 
leave it em pty till 1 can afford som ething b e tt t i .'

“ But that antique chain is worth m any mock 
diam onds; for it is gcnuine, and its age adds to ::s 
valué. Lovcrs o f  such things would pay a  guoJ 
pricc for that and keep it carefully. So don’t i"‘ 
asham ed o f it, m y clear,—  though this pri-uy 
throat needs no ornam ent,”  added Mrs. Vaugl.r,, 
hoping the girl would not forget the little lesscui 
she was trying to give her.

D aisy clid n o t; but when she went to bed, she si t 
the jewel-box on the table where it would mcet lu r 
eyes on her aw akening in thc m orning, and then 
she fell asleep trying to decide that she woiiirt 
buy no baubles, since thcrc w crc better things 
for which to spend her money

N othing more was sa id ; but as the two giris 
went about thc gay streets on various pleasant 
errands, D aisy never could pass the jew elers’ W i n ­

dows without stopping to yearn over the trays full 
of enchanting ornaments. More than once, whcii 
alone, she w ent ¡n to inquire the prices o f these 
much-covetecl trifies, and their cheapness mado 
the temptation harder to resist. Certain thing> 
had a sort o f fescination for her, and scemeil 
to haunt her in an uncanny way, giving her no 
peace. A  golden rose with a diamond drop o f de»' 
on its leaves bloomecl in her very drcam s; an en-
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ameled buttevfly flew before hcr as she walked, 
and a pair o f silver banglcs rattled in her ears like 
goblin castancts.

“  I shall not be safe till I spend that m oney, so 
! m ight as well decide on som ething and be at 
peace,”  said poor D aisy, after some days o f this 
girlish struggle; “ 1 need n 't buy anything for 
mother and Janey, for I can sharc m y nice and 
useful presents with them ; but I should like to be 
able to show the girls m y lovely jewel-box with 
something pretty in it,—  and I w ill! Laura need n ’t 
know anything about it, for I ’m sure she ’d think 
it silly, and so would her mother. I '11 slip in now 
and b u y that ro se ; it ’s only three dollars, and thc 
other two will buy one poric-bonheiir, or the dear 
buttcrfly.”

M akin g her way through the crowd that always 
stood before the brilliant window, D aisy went in 
and demandad the rose; then, somewhat frightened 
liy this reckless act, she paused, and decided to look 
farthcr before buyin g an)'thing else. W ith  a 
pleasant little flutter o f  the heart, as the pretty 
trinket was done up, she put hcr hand into her 
pocket to pay for it, and all the color died out 
of hcr cheeks when she found no purso there. 
In vain she pulled out handkerchief, keys, and 
pin-cushion; no sign o f m oney was found but a 
ten-cent piece which had fallen out at some time. 
She looked so palé and dism aycd that theshopm an 
gucssed her misfortunc before she told it; but all 
the comfort he offered was the useless information 
that the crowded córner was a great place for 
pickpockets.

There was nothing to be done but to return the 
rose and go sáclly home, feeiing that fate was very 
cruel to snatch away this long-coveted happiness 
when so nearly won. Like thc m ilk-m aid who 
upset her pail while planning which ribbons would 
bccome her best, poor D aisy’s drcams o f splcndor 
carne to a  suddcn c n d ; for instead o f a  golden 
rose, she was left with only ten cents, and not 
even a pursc to put it in.

She went home angry, disappointed, and 
ashamed, but too proud to complain, though 
not able to keep  thc loss to h erse lf; for it was 
.a sad affair, and her face bctraycd her in spite 
of her efforts to be gay.

“  I know  you were staring at thc French 
diamonds in that córner store. 1 nover can get 
you by there w ithout a  regular tu g ,”  cried Laura, 
when thc tale \vas very bricfly told.

“ I can’t hclp it; I ’m perfectly fascinated by 
those foolish things, and I know I should ha\'e 
bought some ; so it is as well that I lost my moncx-, 
perhaps,”  answcred D aisy, looking so innocently 
penitcnt and so frankly disappointed that Mr. 
Vaughn said k in d ly ;

“  So it is, for now I have a  chance to complete 
m y Christmas present. I was not sure it would 
suit, so I gave it empty. Please use this in buying 
somc o f the ‘ fascinating th in gs' you like so w ell.”

A  bright ten-dollar goid piece was slipped into 
D aisy’s hand, and she was obliged to kccp it, in 
spite of all her protestations that she could Uve 
without trinkets, and did not need any m oney, as 
her ticket home was already bought, Mrs. Vaughn 
added a nice little purse, and Laura advised her to 
keep the lone ten-ccnt piece for a  good-luck penny.

“  Now 1 can do it with a free mind, and fill m y 
box as Mr. V aughn wishes me to. W o n t it be 
fu n ? ” thought Daisy, as she skipped upstairs 
after dinner, a load o f care lifted from her spirits.

Laura was taking a  music lesson, so her guest 
went to thc sewing-room to m end the facing o f her 
dress, which some one had stepped on while she 
stood in that fatal crowd. A  seamstress w as there, 
sew ing as i f  for a  wager, and while D aisy stitched 
her braid, she wondered if thei-e were any need of 
such liaste ; for thc young woman’s fingcrs seemed 
to fl)', a  feverish color was in hcr cheeks, and now 
and then she sighed as i f  tired or worried.

“ L et me help, i f  you are in a hurry, Miss 
W hite. I can sew fast, and know som ething o f 
dress-making. Please let me. I ’d  lovc to do any­
thing for Mrs. V aughn, she is so kind to m e,”  said 
D aisy, when her small job was done, lingering to 
make the offer, though an interesting book was 
waiting in her room.

“  T h an k you, I think I can get through b y  dark. 
1 do want to finish, for my M other is sick, and 
needs me as well as the m oney,”  answered the 
needle-woman, pausing to give the girl a grateful 
smilc, thou stitching away faster than ever.

“  T hen  1 must help. G ive me that sleeve to 
sew up, and do you rest a little. Y o u  look dread- 
fully tired, and you ’ve been w orking all day,” 
insisted Dais)'.

“  T h a t ’s ver)' kind, and it would be a great help, 
i f  you reaily like it ,”  answered Miss W hite, with a 
sigli o f relicf, as she handed over the sleeve, and 
saw how hcartily and lielpfully Daisy fell to work.

O f course, they talked ; for the friendly act opened 
both hearts, and did both girls good. A s  the 
youngcr listened to tho little story of love and 
labor, the gold burned in hcr pocket, and tinsel 
trinkets looked very poor beside thc sacrifices so 
sweetl)' made by this good daughter for the fecble 
mother whose comfort and support she was.

“  Dur landlord has raiscd thc rcnt, but 1 can't 
m ovc now, for the coid and the w orry would kill 
M other; so 1 ’m tuggin g awa)' to pay thc extra 
m oney, or h ew ill turn us out, I ’m afraid.”

“  W h y  don’t you tell Mrs. V augh n ? She belps 
every one, and loves to do it .”
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“  So she does, bless her ! She has done a  deal 
for U S ,  and that ’s w hy I can’t ask for more. I 
wont b eg  while 1 can work, but worry wears on 
me, and i f  1 brcak down, w hat nvill becom e of 
M o th er?”

Poor M ary shook the tcars out o f her eyes, for 
daylight was going, and she had no time to c r y ; 
but D aisy stopped to wonder how it would scem to 
be in her place, “  tuggin g away ”  day after day to 
keep a roof over mother. It m ade her heart ache 
to think o f it, and sent her hand to her pocket 
with a joyfu l sense o f p o w er; for alm s-giving was 
a ncw pleasure, and D aisy felt very  rich.

“  I ’ve had a  present to-day, and I ’d love dcarly 
to share it tvith you, if you would n ’t mind. I shall 
only waste it, so do let me send it to your mother 
in any shape you lik e ,”  she said, in a  timid, but 
very earnest way.

“ O Miss F ie ld !  I  could n ’t do it I you are 
too k in d ; I never thought of h in tin g ”— began 
M ary, quite overeóme by this unexpected proposal.

Daisy settlcd the m atter b y  running away to the 
study, whcrc Mr. V augh n  was napping, to ask him 
if he would give her two fives for the gold piece.

“  A h  ! the fascination is at work, 1 sec ; and we 
can’t  wait till Monday to buy thc pretty things. 
G irls w ill be girls, and must sow their ianocent 
wild oats I suppose. Here, m y dear; beware of 
pickpockets, and good luck to the shopping,”  said 
the oíd gentlem en, as he put two crisp bilis into 
her hands, with a  laugh.

“ Pickpockets wont get this, and I kvovj my 
shopping will prospcr now ,”  answered D aisy, in 
such a  happy tone that Mr. Vaughn wondered 
what plan was in the girl’s head to make her look 
so sweet and glad.

She went slowly upstairs, looking at the two 
bilis, which did not seem h a lf so precious as when 
in the shape o f gold.

“ I wondcr if it would be very extravagant to 
give her all of it. I shall do somc silly thing if 
l  keep it. H er boots were very thin, and she 
coughs, and i f  she is sick it will be dreadful. Sup­
pose I givc her five for herself, and five for her 
mother. I ’d  love to feel rich and generous for 
once in m y life, and give real h e lp .”

T h e house was very still, and D aisy paiised at 
the head of the stairs to settle thc point, little 
dream ing that Mrs. V augh n  had heard the talk 
in the sewing-room, and saw her as she stood 
thoughtfully staring at thc two bits o f paper in 
h er hand.

“ I should n’t feel asham ed if  M rs. Vaughn 
found me out in this, but I should never daré to 
let her scc m y bangles and pins, i f  I  should buy 
them. I know she thinks them silly, especially so 
for me. She said she hoped I  ’d set a  good cxam-

ple to Laura, in the w ay o f simplicity and industry,
I liked that, and M other ’ll like it, too. B u t then, 
m y jew el-box! A ll em pty, and such a  pretty 
thing.—  O h, dear, I wish I could be wise and silly 
at the same tim e ! ”

D aisy sighed, and took a few more steps, then 
smiled, pulled out her purse, and taking the ten- 
ccnt piece, tossed it up, saying, “ Heads, Mary; 
tails, m y s e lf”

U p  flew the bright little coin, and down it carne 
with the goddess o f libcrty uppermost.

“ T h a t settles it;  she shall have the ten, and 
I ’ll be content with the oíd chain for all my 
jew elry,”  said D aisy a lou d; and looking much 
relieved, she danccd away, leaving the unsuspcctccl 
observer to smile at her girlish mode o f  deciding 
the question, and to rejoice over the generous nat­
ura unspoiled as yet.

Mrs. Vaughn watched her young guest with new 
interest during the next few days ; for certain fine 
plans wcre in her mind, and every trifle helped tlv  
decisión for or against,

M ary W h ite  went sm iling home that night te 
rejoice with her feeble mother over thc help  thai 
carne so opportunely and so kindly.

D aisy looked as if her shopping h a d  prospere;' 
wonderfully, though the oíd necklace was the onh 
ornament she w ore; and those who saw her happy 
face at the m erry-m aking thought that she needed 
no other. She daiiced as i f  her fcet were as lighi 
as her heart, and enjoyed that party more thar. 
the first; for no cn vy spoiled her pleasurc, and i 
secret content brightened all the world to her.

But the next day she discovercd that temptation 
still had power over her, and she nearly spoilei! 
her first sclf-conquest by  the fall which is very apt 
to come after a triumph, as if to show us how hard 
it is to stand fast, even when small allurements 
get in our way.

She broke the clasp o f the necklace, and Mrs. 
V augh n  directcd her to a pemon who mended such 
things. T h e man exam ined it with interest, and 
asked its history. D aisy very w illingly told all sht 
knew, inquiring i f  it was really valuable.

“  I ’d givc twenty-five dollars for it any time. 
1 ’ve been trying to get one to go with a pair ol 
car-rings 1 picked up, and this is just what I want. 
O f coursc, you don’t care to sell it, miss ? ”  he 
asked, glancing at D aisy’s simple dress and rather 
excited face, for his offer had fairly startled her.

She was not sufficiently worldly-wise to sec that 
the jew cler wanted it enough to give more for it, 
ñor to make a good bargain for herself. Twenty- 
five dollars seemed a vast sum, and she only pauscd 
to collect her wits before she answered e a g e rly ;

“  Y es, I shonld\\Vc to sell it; I ’ve liad Uso long, 
that 1 ’m tired o f it, and it ’s all out o f fashion.
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Mrs. V aughn told me some people would be glad 
to get it, because it is genuine. D o you really 
think it is worth twenty-five dollars ? ”

“  It ’s oíd, and I shall have to tinkcr it u p ; but 
it m atches the ear-rings so well, I  am w illing to pay 
well for it. W ill you take the m oney now, Miss, or 
think it over and cali again ? ”  asked the man, more 
respectfully, after hearing Mrs. V augh n ’s ñame.

“  I ’ll take it now, i f  you please. I shall leave 
town in a  day or two, and m ay not have tim e to 
cali again ,”  said D aisy, taking a  half-regrctful look 
at the chain, as the man countcd out the m oney.

H olding it fast, she went away, feeling that this 
unexpected fortune was a  reward for the good use 
she had made o f her gold piece.

“  Now 1 can bu y some really valuable ornament, 
and wear it without being ashamed. W h a t shall 
it b e  ? N o tinsel for me this tim e ; ”  and she walked 
by the attractíve shop-window with an air o f loñy 
indiffcrence, for she rcally ivas getting over her first 
craze for that sort o f thing.

F eelin g  as i f  she possessed the power to b u y real 
diamonds, Daisy turned toward the great jewelers, 
pausing now and then to look for some pretty gift 
for Janey, to be bought with her own money.

“ W h at can I  get for M other? She never owns 
that shc needs anything, and goes shabby so I 
can be fine. I could get some o f those fine, thick 
stockings ; hcrs are all darns,— but they m igh t not 
fit. Flannel is useful, but it is n ’t  a  pretty present. 
W h at (loes she need m o st?”

A s  D aisy  stoppcd before a  great window, full of 
all m anner o f com fortable garm ents, her eye fell 
on a fur-lined cloak m arked “  $25.”  It seemed to 
answer her question like a  voice. and as shc looked 
at ic she heard again the words ;

“  ‘ But, M other, that money was for your cloak.
Y o u  need it so m u ch  ’

“  ‘  Hush, d e a r; I can do very well with a  shawl 
over the oíd sack. D on’t say a  word to spoil 
D aisy’s pleasure.’ ”

“  How could I forget t l ia t ! W h at a  selfish girl 
I am, to be thinking o f jcw elry, when tliat dear, 
good M othcr has n ’t a  cloak to her back. Daisy 
Field, I ’in ashamed o f you ! G o in and b u y that 
nice warm one at once, and don’t  let me hear of 
that ridiculous box again .”

A fter this littie burst o f remorse and self-reproach, 
Daisy took another lo o k ; and prudencc suggested 
asking the advice o f some more cxperienccd 
shoppór than herself, before m aking so important 
a parchase. A s i f  the fatcs were intci-csted in 
settling the matter at once, whilo she stood undc- 
cided M ary W hite carne down the Street, with a 
parcel o f w ork in her hands.

“ Just the p erson ! T h e Vaiighns need n't 
know anythingabout it;  and M ary is a good ju d g c .”

It was pleasant to see tho two faces brighten as 
the girls m e t; rather com ical to watch the deep 
interest with which one listened and the other cx- 
p lain ed ; and beautiful to hear the grateful eager- 
ncss in M ary’s voice, as she answered cordially :

“  Indeed, 1 w ill! Y o u  ’ve bccn so kind to my 
M other, there ’s nothing I would n ’t  be glad  to do 
for yours.”

So in they went, and after due considcration, 
the cloak was bought and ordered hom e,— both 
girls fee lin g th a tit w asa little  cerem ony full o f lovc 
and good-w ill; for M ary’s time was m oney, yet 
she gave it gladly, and D aisy’s purse was left em pty 
o f all but tlie good-luck penny, which was to bring 
still greater happiness in unsuspected ways.

A nother secret was put away in the em pty jew el- 
box, and the cloak hiddcn in D aisy’s tru n k ; for she 
felt shy o f telling her littie business transactions, 
lest the Vaughns should consider her extravagant. 
But the thought o f her mother’s surprise and 
pleasure warm ed h er heart, and made the last 
days o f her visit the happiest. B ein g a mortal 
girl, she did give a sigh as she tied a  bit o f black 
velvet around her white throat, instead o f the neck- 
lace, which seemed really a treasure now that it 
was g o n e ; and she looked with great disfavor at 
the shabby littie pin, worn where she had fondly 
hopcd to see the golden rose. She put a  real 
rose in its place, and never knew that her own 
fresh, happy face was as lo v e ly ; for the thought 
of the two mothcrs made comfortable b y  her was 
better than all the pearls and diamonds that fell 
from the lips o f the good girl in the fairy tale.

“ L et me help you pack your trunk; 1 love to 
crain things in, and dance on the lid when it wont 
shut,”  said L aura,joining her friend next day, just 
as she had w ell hidden the cloak-box under a  layer 
o f  clothes.

“ T h a n k  you, I ’ve almost finished, and lath er 
like to fuss over m y own things in m y own way. 
Y o u w o n tm in d  if I give this pretty box ofhandkcr- 
chiefs to M other, will you, dear? I have so many 
things, I must go halves with some one. T h e 
muslin apron and box o f bonbons are for Janey, 
because she can’t wear the glovcs, and this lovely 
ja boi is too oíd for her,”  said D aisy, surveying her 
new possessions with girlish satisfaction.

“ D o what you like with your own. Mamma 
has a box o f presents for >’oiir mother and sister. 
Shc is packing it now, but 1 don’t believe you can 
gct it in ; your trunk seems to be so full. T his 
must go in a safe place, or your heart will brcak,” 
and Laura took up the jcw el-box, adding with a 
laugh, as shc opened it, “ you have n ’t  filled it, 
after a ll!  W h at did you do with papa’s gold
piece

T h a t ’s a  secret. 1 ’ll tell some day, but not
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y et,”  said Daisy, d iving into her trunk to hide the 
color in her cheeks.

“  S iy  th in g! 1 know you have silver spiders 
and filagree racquets, and Rhine-stone m oons and 
stars stowcd away som cwherc and wont confcss it. 
I wanted to fill this box, but M am m a said y o u ’d 
do it better yourself, so I let it a lo n e ; but I was 
afraid you ’d think I was very selfish to have a 
pin for every day in the m onth and never give you 
one,”  said Laura, as she looked at the single little 
brooch reposing on the satin cushion. “  W here ’s 
your chain ? ”  she added, before D aisy could speak.

“  It is safe enough. 1 ’m  tired o f it, and don’c 
care i f  I never see it again .”  A n d  D aisy packed 
away, and laughed as she smoothed thc white dress 
in its tray, rcm em bering that it was paid for by  thc 
sale o f the oíd necklace.

“  G ive  it to me, then. I like it im m eiisely; i t ’s 
so odd. 1 ’ll exchange for anything o f mine you 
choose- W ill y o u ? ”  asked Laura, who seemed 
ben ton  asking inconvenient questions.

“  1 shall have to tell, or she will think me un- 
grateful,”  thought D aisy, not without a  p an g o f  re- 
gret even then, for Laura’s offor was a genero us one.

“  W ell, like G eorge W ashington, ‘  1 can not tell 
a lie ’ ; so 1 must confess that 1 sold it, and spent 
the m oney for som ething I wanted very m uch,— not 
jew elry, but som ething to give axvay,”  she said.

D aisy was spared further confessions b y  tlie en- 
trance o f  Mrs. V aughn, with a box in hcr hand.

“  I have room for som ething more. G ive me 
that, Laura, it will just fit in ; ”  and taking the little 
jew el-box, she added, “  M ary W h ite  wishes you to 
try on your dress, Laura. G o at once; I svill help 
D aisy.”

Laura went, and her mother stood looking down 
at thc kneeling girl with an cxpression o f affection- 
atc satisfaction which would have puzzled Daisy, 
had she seen it.

“ H as the visit been a pleasant one, m y d e a r ? ”
“  Oh, very I I can’t thank you enough for the 

good it has done me. 1 hopc I can p ay  a  little 
o f the dcbt next summer, i f  you come our way 
again ,”  cried D aisy, looking up with a  face full of 
gratitudc.

“  W e shall probably go to Europefor thc summer. 
Laura is o f a good age for it now, and we ail shall 
enjoy it .”

“  How d eligh tfu l! W e  shall m iss you vcry much, 
but I ’m glad you are going, and 1 hopc Laura 
will find time to write me now and then. I shail 
want to know how she likes the ‘  foreign p arts ' 
w e ’ve talked about so m uch.”

“ Y o u  sh a ll  know. W c shall not forget you, my 
dear,”  and with a carcssing touch on thc smiling

yet xvistful face upturned to hers, Mrs. Vaughn 
went away to p ack the em pty jewel-box, leaving 
D aisy to drop a  few  irrepressible tears on the new 
gown, over the downfall o f her summer hopes, 
and the longings all girls feel for that enchanted 
world that lies beyond the sea.

“  W e  shall see you before we go, so we wont 
gush now ,”  said Laura, as she hade her friend 
good-bye, adding in a  whisper, “  Som e folk can 
have secrets as well as other folk, and be as sly, 
So don’t think you have all the fun to yourself, you 
dear, good, gencrous darling.”

D aisy looked bewildcrcd, and Mrs. V augh n  added 
to her surprise b y  kissing her very warm ly as she 
said: “ I wished to find a good friend for my
spoiled girl, and 1 think I have succeeded.”

There was no time for explanation, and all thc 
w ay hom e D aisy kept wondering what they meant. 
But she forgot everything when she saw the deai 
faces beam ing at the door, and ran straight intci 
her m other’s arms, w hilc Janey hu gged  the trunlc 
till her turn carne for som ething better.

W hen the first raptures were over, out carne the 
cioak; aud D aisy was w ell repaid for her little triah 
and sacrifices when she was folded in it as her 
mother held h cr closc, and thanked hcr as mothevs 
only can. S itting in its soft sheltcr, she told all 
about it, and com ing to the end said, as she took 
up the je>vel-box, unpacked xvith the other gener- 
ous g ifts ; “  I have n ’t a thing to put in it, but I
shall valué it because it taught me a  lesson which 
I hope I never shall forget. See how  pretty it is I " 
and opening it, D aisy gave a cry  o f surprise and 
jo y , for there lay the golden rose, with Laura’s 
nam c and “  Snb rosa ”  on a  slip o f paper.

“  T h e dear thing I she knew I wanted it, and 
that is what she m eant by ‘ secrets.’ 1 ’ll write 
and tcll her mine to-m orrow.”

“ Here is som ething m ore,”  said Janey, who 
had been lifting the tray while hcr sister examined 
the long-desirecl flower.

A  pair o f real gold bangles shone before her de­
lighted eyes, and a  card in Mr. V a u gh n ’s hand- 
writing bore these w ords: “  Handcuffs for thc 
thief who stole the pocket-hook.”

Daisy hardly had time to laugh gayly  at the oíd 
gen tk inan 's jokc, when Janey cried out, as she 
opened thc little drawcr, “  H cre’s another I ”

It was a noto from Mrs. V augh n , but all thought 
it tho greatest trcasure o f thc thrcc, for it read :

“ D e a r  D a i s y , —  M a r y  t o ld  m e  s o m c  o f y o u r  s c c r c i s . a n d  I  fo u n d  

o u t  t h e  o t h e r s .  F o r g i v e  m e  a n d  g o  to  K i i r o p e  w i t h  L a u r a ,  i n  M a y .  

Y o u r  v U ¡ t  w n s  a  l l l i l c  t e s i .  Y o u  s t o o d  ic  w c t l ,  a n d  w e  w i s h  t o  k n o w  

m o r o  o f  y o u .  T h e  ) u t lc  b o x  Is n o t  q u í t e  e i n p t y ,  b u t  t h c  l)OSt je w e is  

a r e  t h e  s e l f* d e u la l ,  s w e e t  c h a r í i y ,  a n d  g o o d  s e n s e  y o u  p u t  ín  y o u r s e lf .

“ Y o u r  fr ie n d , A .  V . "
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H I S T O R I C  R O Y S . *

B y  E .  S . B r o o k s .

V III.

B R I A N  O F  M U N S T E R : T H E  B O Y  C H I E F T A I N .

A .  D . 9 2 7 -1 0 1 4 .

[ A f t c r - w a r d B r i a K  B m t ,  K m g q f  l r e t a n < i . \

NTO that picturesque and leg- 
end-filled section o f Ireland 
now known as the County 
Clare, where over rocks 
and boulders the Shannon, 
“ noblest of Irish rivers,”  
rushes down past Killaloe 
and Castle Connell to Lim- 
erickan d the sea, there rodé 
one fair summer m orning, 
m any, m any years ago, a 
young Irish lad. T h e skirt 
o f his parti-colored lenn, or 
kilt, was richly erabroidered 

and fringed with g o ld ; his inar, or jacket, close- 
fitting and silver-trimmed, was open at the throat, 
displaying the em broidered lenn and the twisted 
collar o f gold about his sturdy ncck, while a dccp 
purple scarf, held the jacket at the waist. A  
gleam ing, golden brooch sccured the long plaid 
shawl, that drooped from his left shoulder; broad 
bracclcts cncircled his bare and curiously tattooed 
arms, and from an odd-looking golden spiral at 
the back o f his head his thick and dark-rcd hair 
fell in flowing ringlets upon his broad shoulders. 
Raw-hide shoes covered his feet, and his bronze 
shield and short war-ax h u n g conveniently from 
his saddle o f skins. A  strong guard of pikem en 
and gallowglasses, or hcavy-arm ed footmen, fol­
lowed at his pony’s heels, and seemed an escort 
worthy a king’s son.

A  strong-lim bed, clcanly-built lad o f fifteen was 
this sturdy young horseman, who now rodc down 
to the A th  na Borum m a, or Ford o f thc Tribute, 
just above the rapids o f thc Shannon, near the 
town o f Killaloe. A n d  as he reinecl in his pony, 
he turned and bade his licrald, Cogoran, sound 
thc trumpct-blast. It was to announce to thc 
Clan o f C as thc return, from his years o f fosteragc, 
of thc young flai fh,  or chieftain, Brian, the son of 
Kennedy, K in g o f Thom ond.

But ere the strong-lunged Cogoran could wind 
his horn, thc hcarts o f all the com pany grew numb

with fear as across the water thc low, clear strains 
o f a  warning-song sounded from the haunted gray- 
stone,— the m ystic rock of Carrick-lee, that over- 
h u n g th e  tum bling rapids;

“  N e v e r  y e t  fo r  f c a r  o f  fo e ,

B y  t h e  fo r d  o f  K i l la lo e ,

S c o o p e d  t h e  c r e s t s  o f  h e r o e s  f r e e —

S o n s  o f  C a s  b y  C a iT Íc k * le e .

“  F a l l s  t h e  a r m  i h a t  s m í t c s  t h c  fo e ,

B y  ih e  fo r d  o f  K l l ia J o e ;

C h i l l e d  t h c  h e a r t  t h a t  b o u n d c t h  fr e e ,

B y  t h e  r o c k  o f  C a r r ic k - le e .

“  H e  w h o  k n o w s  n o i  f e a r  o f  fo e ,

F e a r s  t h e  fo r d  o f  K i l l a l o e ;

F e a r s  t h e  v o i c e  t h a t  c h a n i s  h U  d r e e ,

F r o m  t h e  r o c k  o f  C a r r ic k - l e e .”

Y o u n g  Brian was full of the superstition o f his 
d a y — superstition that even yet Uves amid the 
simple peasantry of Ireland, and peoples rocks, 
and woods, and streams with good and evil spirits, 
fairies, sprites, and banshees; and no real, native 
Irish lad could fail to trem blc before the mysteri­
ous song. Sorely troubled, he turned to Cogoran 
inquiringly, and that faithful retainer said in a 
rather shaky vo ice :

“  ’T  is your warning-song, O noble young ch ief I 
’t  is the voice o f the banshee o f our clan —  of 
Carrick-lee.”

Just then  from behind th e hau n ted  g ray -ro ck  a 
fair y o u n g  girl appeared, tripping lig h tly  across 
thc large stepping-stoncs that furnished th e only 
means of Crossing the ford o f Killaloe.

See— s e e ! ”  said Cogoran, grasping his young 
lord’s arm ; “  she comes for thee. ’T  is th y  doom, 
O Master ! ”

“ So fair a  ghost should bring me naught of 
gricf,”  said young Brian stoutly enough, though 
it must be confesscd his heart b eat fast and loud. 
“ O Spirit o f thc W a te r s !”  he exclaim ed, “ O 
banshee o f Cían C a s! w hy thus early in his life 
dost thou come to summon the son of Kennedy 
the K in g ? ”

T h e young girl turned startled eycs upon the 
group o f armcd and warlike men, and grasping 
thc skirt o f her white and piirplc lenn, turned as if 
to flee,— when Cogoran,w ithaloudlaugh, cried o u t;

“  Now, fool and double fool am  I ,— fit brothcr to 
Sitric thc blind I W h y, ’t is nn banshee, O noble 
young chief, ’tis but thy fnstcr-sistcr, Eim er, the 
daughter of Conor, Kim cr the golden-haired I ”

■ C o p y r i g h c ,  1 8 8 3 , b y  E .  S .  B r o o k s .  .A ll f i g h l s  r e s c r v c c l.
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“ N ay, is it s o ? ”  said Brian, greatly relicved. 
“ Com e to US, m aiden ; com e to us,”  he said. 
“  F ear nothing; ’t is but Brian, thy foster-brother, 
returningto his father’s hom e.”

T h e girl swiftly crossed the ford and bowed her 
golden head in a  vassal's welcome to the young 
lord.

“  W elcom e home, O brother,”  she said. “  Even 
now, m y lord, th y  father awaits the sound o f thy 
horn as he sits in the great seat beneath his kingly
shield. A n d  1------ ”

“  A nd thou, m aiden,”  said Brian, gayly, “  thou

and the band o f welcomers, hcaded by Mahor, 
B rian’s eldest brother, rodé out to greet the lad.

N ine hundred years ago the tribe o f Cas was 
onc o f  the most powerful o f the m any Irish clans. 
T h e whole o f  Thom ond, or N orth M unster, was un­
der their sway. W h en  the clans o f M unster gather- 
ed  for battic, it was the right o f  the Clan o f  Cas td 
leadin  th eattack ,an d  to guard the rear when return- 
ing from any invasión., It gave kings to the throm 
o f Munster, and valiant leaders in warfare with thi 
D anés who in the tenth century poured their host- 
into Ireland, conquering and destroying. A t the

n S l A N  M E E T S  E I M E R  O F  T H E  O O L D H N  H A IR ,

must needs lurk behind the haunted rock o f Car- 
rick-lee, to freeze the heart o f youn g Brian at his 
hom e-com ing, with thy banshee-song.”

Eim er o f the golden hair laughed a  ringing 
laugh. “  Say’st thou so, Brother ? ”  she said. 
“ Does the ‘ Scourge o f the D an es’ shrink thus at 
a maiden’s voice ? ”

"  W ho calis m e the ‘  Scourgc o f the D anos’ ? ”  
asked Brian.

“ So across the bordcr do they say  that the 
maidcns of K in g  C aliaghan ’s court cali the boy 
Brian, the son o f K ennedy,”  the girl made answer.

“  W h o  faces the Danés, m y sister, faces no tender 
foe,”  said Brian, “ and the court o f  the kin g of 
Cashcl is no ladics' hall in these hard-striking 
tim es.— But wind thy horn, Cogoran, and cross we 
the ford to greet the kin g, m y father.”

Loud and clear the herald’s cali rose above the 
rush o f tho rapids, and as the boy and his followers 
crosscd the ford, the gates o f the palace, or dun, 
o f K in g  Kennedy o f  Thom ond were flnng opon,

period to which our sketch refers, the head o f this 
powerful clan was Cennedigh, or K ennedy, King 
o f Thom ond. His son Brian had, in accordanco 
with an oíd Irish custom, passed his boyhood in 
“ fosterage” at the Court o f Callaghan, King 
o f  Cashel, in E ast Munster. Brought up amiJ 
warlike scenes, where battlcs with the Danisli 
invaders were o f frequcnt occurrence, young Brian 
had now at fifteen completed the years o f  his fos- 
tership, and was a  lad o f strong and dauntlcsa 
courage, cool and clear-hcaded, and a firm foe ol 
Ireland's scourge— the Danés.

T h e  feast o f welcom e was over. T h e  bards had 
sung their hcroic songs to the accompaniment of 
the cruot, or h a rp ; tlic fool had played liis pranks, 
and the ju gg ler his tricks, and the chief bard, who 
was expected to be familiar with “ more than 
seven times fifty storics gi-cat and sm ail,”  haci 
given the best from his l is t ; and as they sat thus 
in the great hall o f the long, low-roofed house 
nf hcwn oak that scarcely rose abovc the stout
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earthen ramparts that defended it, swift messcn- 
gers carne bearing news o f a  great gathering of 
bañes for the ravaglng o f Munster and the plun- 
dering o f the C lan  of Cas.

“  T hou hast come in right fitting time, O 
so n !”  said K ennedy the K ing. “ H ere is need of 
strong arms and stout hearts. How say ye, noble 
lords and w orthy chieftain? D arc we face in
fight this, so great a  h o st? ”

B u t as chiefs and counselors were discussing 
the k in g ’s question, advising fight or flight as they 
dcemed wisest, young Brian sprung into the assem- 
bly, war-ax in hand.

“ W h at, fathers o f C lan  C as,”  he cried, all 
aflame with excitement, “ will ye stoop to parley 
with hard-hearted pirates— ye, who never brooked 
injustice or tyranny from any k in g  o f all the kings 
of E rin — ye, who never yielded even the leveret 
of a haré in tribute to a. D añe! ’T  is for the Clan 
of C a sto  dcm and tribute,— not to pay it! Summon 
our vassals to war. Place me, O K in g, m y father, 
here at the Ford o f  the T ribute and bid me make 
test o f thc lessons o f m y fostership. Know ye not 
how thc boy Champion, Cuchullin o f U lster, held 
the ford for five long days against all the hosts of 
Connaught ? W h at boy hath done, boy m ay do. 
Death can come lout once ! ”

T h e lad’s impetuous words fired the whole as- 
sembly, the gillies and retainers caught up the cry 
and, with the wild enthusiasm that has marked 
the quick-hearted irishm an from Brian’s day to 
this, “ they a ll,”  so says the record, “ kissed thc 
ground and gave a  terrible shout.”  Beacon fircs 
blazed from caim  and hül-top, and from “  the four 
points,”  from north and south and east and west, 
carne the men o f Thom ond rallying around their 
chieftains on the Ijanks o f Shannon.

W ith  terrible ferocity the Danish hosts fell upon 
Ireland. F rom  Dublin to C o rk  the coast swarmcd 
with their war-ships and the land echoed the tramp 
of their swordmen. T heir ch ie f blow  was struck at 
“  Broccan’s B rake ”  in the County M cath, and “  on 
that field,”  says the oíd Irish record, “  fell thc kings 
and chieftains, the heirs to the crown, and the 
royal princes o f E rin n .”  There fell Kennedy thc 
K in g and two o f his stalwart sons. But at the Ford 
of the Tribute, Brian, the boy chieftain, kept his 
post and Imvled back again and again the Danés 
of Lim erick as they swarmecl up the valley o f the 
Shannon to support their countrymcn on the 
plains o f Meath.

T h e haim ted gray-stone o f Carrick-lee, from 
which Brian had heard the song o f the supposed 
banshcc, rose sharp and Ijold above the rushing 
w atcrs; and against it and around it Brian and his 
followers stood at b a y  battllng against thc Danish 
hosts. “ 111-luck was it for the foreigner,”  says

the record, “ when that youth was horn— Brian, 
thc son o f K ennedy.”  In the m idst o f the fight at 
the ford, around from a  ju ttin g  point o f the rock 
o f Carrick-lee, a ligh t shallop cam c speedingdown 
the rapids. In thc prow stood a fcm ale figure, all 
in white, from thc glcam ing golden lann, or cres- 
cent, that held her flowing veil, to the liein  o f hcr 
gracefully failing lenn, or robe. A nd aliove the din 
o f tho strife a  clear voice s a n g ;

"  Firei to face (he foreign luc,
First to slnke the batde blow ;
Last to lurn from iriumph back.
Last 10 leave thc batüe’ s wrack:
Clan o f  Cas shall viciors be 
When they fight a l Carrick-lee,"

It was, o f course, only the Ijravc young Eim er 
o f the golden hair bringing fresh arms in her 
shallop to Brian and his fighting-men ; but as the 
sun, biirsting through thc clouds, flashed full up­
on the shining war-ax which she lield aloft, thc 
superstitious D anés saw in tho floating figure the 
“ W hite Lady o f the R apids,”  the banshee, thc fairy 
guardián o f thc C lan  o f Cas. Believing, therefore, 
that they could not prevail against her powerful 
aid, they turned and fled in dism ay from the river 
and the haim ted rock.

B ut fast upon youn g Brian's victory carne the 
tearful news o f the battic o f Broccan’s Brake and 
the defeat o f the Irish kings. O f all the brave 
lad’s fam ily only his eldest brother M ahon escaped 
from that fatal fie ld ; and now he reigned in place 
o f K ennedy, his fathcr, as K in g o f Thom ond. 
B u t the victorious Danés overran all Southern 
Ireland, and the brothers Mahon and Brian found 
that they could not succcssfully face in open field 
the hosts o f their invaders. So they left their 
mud-walled fortrcss-palace b y  the Shannon, and 
with “ all their people and all their chattels”  went 
deep into the forests of Cratloe and the rocky fast- 
nesses o f the County C la re ; and there they lived 
the life o f  robber chieftains, havassingandplunder- 
ing thc D añes o f L im erick and their recreant 
Irish allies. and guarding against frequcnt surprise 
and attack. But so liazardous and unscttled a life 
was terribly exhausting, and “  at length cach party 
o f them  becam e tired o f the other,”  until finally K in g 
M ahon made pcace and truce with thc Danés of 
Lim erick.

B u t “ Brian the b ra v e ”  would m ake no truce 
with a hatcd foe. “ T e ll m y brother,”  he said, 
when messcngers brought him  word o f M ahon’s 
treaty, “ that Brian, thc son o f K ennedy, knows 
no peace with foreign invaders, and though all 
others yield and are silent, yet will I never I ”

A n d  with this defiancc the boy chieftain and 
“  the young champions o f the tribe o f C as ”  went 
deepcr into the woods and fastnesses o f County
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C la r e , a n d  fo r  m o n th s  k e p t  u p  a  fie rc e  g u e r i l la  
w a r fa r e . T h e  D a n is h  ty r a n ts  k n e w  n e ith e r  p e a c e  
ñ o r  re s t  fr o m  h is  sw ift  a n d  s u d d e n  a tta c k s . M u c h  
b o o ty  o f  “ sa tin s  a n d  s ilk e n  c lo th s , b o t h  s c a r le t  
a n d  g r e e n , p le a s in g  je w e ls  a n d  s a d d le s  b e a u t ifu l 
a n d  fo r e ig n  ”  d id  t h e y  lo s e  to  th is  a c tiv e  y o u n g  
c h ie fta in , a n d  m u c h  tr ib u te  o f  c o w s  a n d  h o g s  a n d  
o t h e r  p o s se ss io n s  d id  h e  fo rc é  fr o m  th e m . S o  

d a u n tle s s  a n  o u t la w  d id  h e  b e c o m e  t h a t  h is  ñ a m e  
s tr u c k  te r r o r  fro m  G a lw a y  B a y  to  th e  b a n k s  o f  
S h a n n o n  a n d  fro m  L o u g h  D e r g  to  th e  B u r r e n  o f  
C la r e .  T o  m a n y  a n  a d v e n tu ro u s  b o y  th e  free  
a n d  s u c c e s s fu l o u t la w  life  o f  th is  la d  o f  n in e  
c e n tu r ie s  a g o  m a y  s e e m  a llu r in g , B u t  “ life  in 
th e  g r c e n w o o d  ”  h a d  l i t t le  r o m a n c e  fo r  s u c h  
o ld -tim e  o u tla w s  a s  B r ia n  B o ru  a n d  R o b in  H o o d  

a n d  t h e ir  iin ita to rs . T o  th e m  it  w a s  s te r n  re- 
a l it y ,  a n d  m e a n t  c o n s ta n t  s t r u g g le  a n d  v ig ila n c e . 
T h e y  w e re  o u tc a s ts  a n d  I s h m a e ls  —  “  t h e ir  h a n d s  
a g a in s t  e v e r y  m a n  a n d  e v e r y  m a n ’s  h a n d  a g a in s t  
th e m  ”  —  a n d  th o u g h  th e  p le a s a n t s u m m e r  w e a th e r  
b r o u g h t  m a n y  s u n s h in y  d a y s  a n d  s ta r lit  n ig h ts , 
t h e  c o id , d a m p , a n d  d is m a l d a y s  t o o k  a ll t h e  p o e tr y  
o u t  o f  th is  r o v in g  li f e ,  a n d  s o d d e n  fo re s ts  a n d  r e -  
le n t le s s  fo e s  b r o u g h t  d r c a r y  a n d  d is h e a r te n in g  
h o u rs . T r u s t  m e , b o y s , th is  so -caU ed  “ fr e e  a n d  
j o l l y  l ife  o f  th e  b o ld  o u t la w ,”  w h ic h  s o  m a n y  sto ry -  
p a p e r s  p ic tu r e , w h e th e r  it  b e  i n  d is ta n t  Ire la n d , 
n in e  h u n d r e d  y e a r s  a g o , o r in  S h e r w o o d  F o r e s t  w ith  
R o b in  H o o d , o r  w ith  s o m e  “  B u c k e y e  J im  ”  o n  ou r 
o w n  M o n ta n a  h ill- s id e s  to -d a y , is  n o t  “ w h a t  i t  is 
c r a c k e d  u p  to  b e .”  I ts  a ttr a c tiv e n e s s  is  fo u n d  s o le ly  
in  th o se  u n tr u th fu l ta le s  th a t  g iv e  y o u  o n ly  th e  lit t le  
th a t s e e r n s  to  b e  s w e e t, b u t  s a y  n o th in g  o f  t h e  m u c h  
t h a t  is  s o  v e r y ,  v e r y  h a r s h  a n d  b it te r . M o n th  b y  

m o n th  th e  b o y  c h ie fta in  s tr o v e  a g a in s t  fe a r fu l 
o d d s , d a y  b y  d a y  h e  s a w  h is  b r a v e  b a n d  g r o w  less 
a n d  le s s , d y in g  u n d e r  th o  u n p ity in g  s w o rd s  o f  th e  
D a n é s  a n d  th e  h a r d s h ip s  o f  th is  w a n d e r in g  life , 
u n ti i o f  a l l  th c  h ig h -s p ir ite d  a n d  v a lia n t  co m ra d e s  
t h a t  h a d  fo llo w e d  h im  in to  th e  h ills  o f  C la r e  o n ly  
f if te e n  re m a in e d .

O n e  c h i l l  A p r i l  d a y , a s  B r ia n  sa t a lo n e  b e fo r e  
th e  g lo o m y  c a v e  th a t  h a d  g iv e n  h im  a  w in te r  sh el- 

t e r  ¡n  th e  d e p th s  o f  th e  fo re s ts  o f  C la r e ,  h is  q u ic k  
e a r , w e ll  tra in e d  in  w o o d -c r a ft , c a u g h t  th e  s o u n d  
o f  a  l ig h t  s te p  in  th e  th ic k e t . S n a t c h in g  h is  e v e r-  
r e a d y  s p e a r  h e  s to o d  o n  g u a r d  a n d  d e m a n d c d  ;

“  W h o  is  th e re  ? ”

N o  a n sw e r fo llo w e d  h is  su m m o n s, B u t  a s  h e  
w a ite d  a n d  lis te n e d , h e  h e a r d  th e  n o te s  o f  a  s o n g , 
lo w  a n d  g e n t le , a s  i f  fo r  h is  e a r  a lo n e  :

“ Chieftain 5P thc stainiesi> shield,
Princc who brook» no tribute íce ;
Ne 'er shall he to pagan yield 
Who prevalled ai Carrick*lce,
Rousc thee, arm thee, hark and heeci,
Erin's strength in Erin's need.”

“  ’ T i s  th e  b a n s h e e ,”  w a s th e y o u t h ’s firs t  th o u g lu . 
“ T h e  g u a r d iá n  o f  o u r  c la n  u r g e t h  m e  to  speedirv 
a c t io n .”  — A n d  th e n  h e  c a lle d  a lo u d :  “  W h o s in y s  
o f  tr iu m p h  to  B r ia n  th e  h e a v y -h e a r te d  ? ”

“  B e  n o  lo n g e r  B r ia n  th e  h e a v y - h e a r t e d ; b e , as 
th o u  e v e r  a r t , B r ia n  th e  b r a v e  ! ”  ca rn e  th e  repl\ 
a n d  th ro u g h  th e  p a r t in g  th ic k e t  a p p e a r e d , n o t tlic 
d r e a m c d  v is ió n  o f  t h e  b a n s h e e , b u t  th e  fa ir  y o u r  ' 
fa c e  o f  h is  fo s te r -s is te r , F .im er o f  th e  g o ld e n  hair, 

“ B e t t e r  d a y s  a w a it  th e e , B r ia n , m y  b r o t h e t , ’ 
s h e  s a id ;  “ M a h o n  th e  K i n g  b id s  th e e  m cct 
h im  a t  H o ly  Is le . N o n e  d a r e d  b r in g  h is  m essa'-c 
fo r  fc a r  o f  th e  d e a th -d c a lin g  D a n é s  w h o  h av e  c-ii- 
c le d  th e e  w ith  t h e ir  e a r th - lin c s . B u t  w h a t daie 
n o t  I d o  fo r  s o  g a lla n t  a  fo s te r -b r o th e r  ? ”

W i t h  t h e  c o u r te s y  th a t  m a r k e d  th e  m e n  o f e ic ii 
th o s e  s a v a g e  tim e s, t h e  b o y  c h ie fta in  k n e lt  a n d  

k is s e d  t h e  h e m  o f  t h e  d a r in g  l i t t le  m a id e n ’s purple 
ro b e .

“ A n d  w h a t  w ish e s  r a y  b r o th e r , th e  k in g , O 
E im e r  o f  th e  g o ld e n  hair.!” ’ h e  sa id . “ Knows 
h e  n o t  th a t  B r ia n  h a s  sw o rn  n e v e r  to  b e n d  his 
n e c k  to  th e  fo r e ig n e r  ? ”

“ T h a t  d o e s  h e  k n o w r i g h t w e l l , ”  r e p l ie d t h e  eá l. 
“  B u t  h is  o n ly  w o rd s  to  m e  w e r e : ‘ B id  B ria n  ;ü\ 
b r o th e r  ta k e  h c a r t  a n d  k c c p  th is  tr y s t  w ith  m e, and 
th e  so n s o f  K e n n e d y  m a y  s t ill  s ta n d , u n fe ttc r a l, 
k in g s  o f  E r i n . ’ ”

S o  B r ia n  k e p t  th e  t r y s t ;  a n d  w h e r e  n e a r  ¡bo 
S o u t h e r n  sh o re s  o f  L o u g h  D c r g ,  th e  H o ly  Is le  bull 
lie s  a l l  s tre w n  w ith  th e  ru in s  o f  th e  s e v e n  churclics 
th a t  g a v e  i t  th is  n a m c , th e  o u t la w c d  y o u n g  chicfiabi 
m e t  th e  k in g . B r a v in g  th e  d a n g e r s  o f  Da:ii-.h 
c a p t u ie  a n d  d e a th , h e  h a d  c o m e  im a tte n d c d  lo 
m e e t  h is  b ro th e r,

“ W h e r e ,  O  B r ia n , a re  t h y  fo llo w e rs  ? ”  K in g  
M a h o n  in q u ir e d .

“ S a v e  th e  fifte e n  fa ith fu l m e n  th a t  rem ain  :o 
m e  in  th e  c a v e s  o f  U in - B lo i t ,”  s a id  th e  ia d , “ tiie 
b o n e s  o f  m y  fo llo w e rs  r e s t  o n  m a n y  a  fie ld  fn in  
th e  m o u n ta in s  o f  C o n n a n g h t  to  th e  g a te s  o f  Li;n- 
ericfc ; fo r  th e ir  c h ie fta in , O  m y  b r o th e r , m ak es  iio 
tr u c e  w ith  th e  f o e .”

“ A r e  th e r e  b u t  fifte e n  le ft  to  t h e e ! ”  said 
M a h o n .

“  Is  i t  n o t  th e  in h c r ita n c e  o f  th e  C la n  o f  C a s  :o 
d ic  fo t  th e ir  h o n o r  a n d  th e ir  h orn os ? ”  d cm a iu k  d 

B r ia n . “  S o s i i r e l y  i s i t  n o  h o n o r ¡n  v a lo r o u s  m en , my 
b r o th c r , to  a b a n d o n  w ith o u t  b a tt le  o r c o n flic t  thtir 

fa th e r ’s  in h e r ita n c e  to  D a n é s  a n d  tra ito ro u s  k in g s  I ” 
T h e  u n y ie ld in g  c o u r a g e  o f  th c  la d  ro u se d  tho 

e id e r  b r o th e r  to  a c tio n , a n d , s e c r e t ly  b u t  sw iftly. 
h e  g a th e r e d  th e  c h ic fs  o f  th e  c la n  fo r  c o u n c il in 
th e  d u n  o f  K i n g  M a h o n  b y  th e  fo r d  o f  K illa lo e. 
“ F re e c lo m  fo r  E r in  a n d  d c a th  to  th e  D a n é s !  " 
c r ie d  t h e y ,  a s  th e  v o ic c  o f  o n e  m a n , s a y s  th e  record. 
A g a in  th c  w a r n in g  b e a c o n s  l la m e d  fro m  c a irn  and
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h ill-to p . I n  th e  s h a d o w  o f  th e  “  R o c k  o f  C a s h e l  ”  
tlie b a n n e r  o f  t h e  a n c ie n t  k in g s ,  th e  r o y a l su n - 
biirst, w a s  f lu n g  to  t h e  b r e e z e , a n d  c la n s m e n  a n d

■ •T H E  n o v  C I 1I 10- .- A I N  K N E L T  A N Ü  K I S S E D  T l . E  H E M  U f  T H E  M A I D E K 's  S O B E .”

vassa ls a n d  a llic s  r a llie d  lie n e a th  its  fo ld s  to  s tr ik e  
■me m ig h t y  b lo w  fo r  th e  r e d c m p tio n  o f  I re la n d .

In  th e  c o u n ty  o f  T i p p c r a r y ,  i n l h o  m id s t  o f w h a t  
is c a l le d  “  t h e  g o ld e n  v a l le y ,”  th is  r c m a r k a b le  
•‘ R o c k  o f  C a s h e l ”  lo o in s  u p  th r c c  h u n d r e d  fc c t  
ab o v c tb e  s u r r o u n d in g  p la in , i ls  to p , e v e n  n o w , 
cro w n cd  w ith  th e  ru in s  o f  w h a t w e re  in B r ia n ’s d a y  
p a lace  a n d  clia)>cl, tu r r e t  a n d  b a t t lc in e n t  a n d  
ancLcnt to w er. B e n e a th  th e  r o u g h  a r c h 'v a y  o f  th e  
trip le  r a m p a rts  a t  th e  fo o t o f  th e  r o c k , a n d  up

th e  s h a r p  a s c e n t, th e r e  ro d c  o n e  d a y  th e  h e r a ld  o f  
Iv a r , th e  D a n is h  k i n g  o f  L im e r ic k . T h r o u g h  the 
g a te - w a y  o f  th e  p a la c e  h e  p a s s e d , a n d  s tr id in g  in ­

to  th e  a u d ie n c e -  
h a l l ,s p o k e  th u s to  
M a h o n  th e  K i n g  :

“  H e a r ,  n o w , O  
K i n g  ! I v a r , th e  
so n  o f  S i t r ic ,K in g  
o f  L i m e r ic k  a n d  
so lé  O v e r - lo r d  o f  
M u n s te r , d o th  
su m m o n  th e e , h is  

vasisal, to  g iv e  u p  
to  h im  th is  fo r t­
re ss  o f  C a s h e l,  to  
d isp e rse  t h y  fol- 
lo w o rs , to  s e n d t o  
h im  a t  L im e r ic k , 

b o u n d e n  w ith  
c h a in s , t h e  b o d y  
o f  B r ia n  t h e  o iit-  
la w , a n d  to  ren - 
d e r  u n to  h im  tr ib ­
u te  a n d h o s t a g e .”  

K i n g  M a h o n  
g la n c e d  p r o u d ly  
c u t t o w h c r e u p o n  
th e  r a m p a r ts  flu t-

tc r e d  th e  f la g  o f  
Ire la n d .

“  S a y  to  Iv a r , 
th e  s o n  o f  S i t r ic ,”  
h e  s a id , “  th a t  
M a h o n , K i n g  o f  
T h o m o n d , s p u rn s  

h is  s u m m o n s , a n d  
w il l  p a y  n o  tr ib ­
u te  for h is  o w n  
in h e r ita n c e . T c l l  
l l i y  m a s te r  th a t  
th e  C l a n  o f  C a s  
d e f y  h is  b o a s tfu l 
w o rd s , a n d  w ill 
s h o w  in  b a t t ic  
w h ic h  a re  lo rd s  
o f  E r in .”

“ A n d  te ll  t h y  m a s t e r ,”  s a id  h is  b r o th e r ,  “ th a t  
B i ia n  i l i c  o u lla w  w il l  c o m e  to  L i m e r ic k  n o t  b o u n d  

w ith  c h a in s , b u t  to  b in d  t h e m .”
T h e  D a n is h  p o w e r  w a s  s tr o n g  a n d  te r r ib le , laut 

th e  a c tio n  o f  th e  tv 'o  v a lia n t  b r o th e r s  w a s  sw ift 
a n d  th e ir  e x a m p lc  w a s  in sp ir itin g -  C la n s m e n  a n d  
v a s s a ls  f lo c k e d  to  t h e ir  s ta n d a r d , a n d  a  g r e a t  a n d  
w a r lik e  h o s t  g a th e r e d  in  o íd  C a s h e l.  B r ia n  led  
th e m  to  Isattlc , a n d  n e a r  a  w illo w  fo r e s t , c ió se  to 
th e  p r e s e n t to w n  o f  T ip p e v a r y ,  th e  o p p o s in g  fo rces
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m c t  in  a  b a t t le  th a t  la stecl “  fro m  s u n ris e  to  m id - 
d a y .”  A n d  th e  s u n -b u r s t  s t r e a m e d  v ic to r io u s  o v e r  
a  c o n q u e r e d  fie ld , a n d  t h e  h o sts  o f  t h e  D a n é s  w ere  
ro u te d . F r o m  T ip p e r a r y  to  L im e r ic k , B r ia n  p u r-  
s u e d  th e  f ly in g  e n e m y ;  a n d  c a p tu r in g  L im e r ic k , 
to o k  th e r e fro m  g r e a t  s to re s  o f  b o o ty  a n d  m a n y  
p riso n ers.

A n d  fro m  th e  d a y  o f  L i m e r ic k ’s  d o w n fa ll th e  
s ta r  o f  I r e la n d  b r ig h te n e d , a s  in  b a tt le  a fte r  b a t t le , 
B r ia n  B o r u ,*  t h e  w ise  a n d  v a lia n t  y o u n g  c h ie fta in , 
w a s  h a ile d  a s  v ic t o r  a n d  d e liv e r e r  fr o m  s e a  to  sea .

B u t  n o w  h e  is  a  la d  n o  lo n g e r ,  a n d  th e  s to r y  o f  
t h e  b o y  c h ie fta in  g iv e s  p la c e  to  th e  r e c o r d  o f  th e  
v a lia n t  s o ld ie r  a n d  th e  a b le  k in g . F o r  u p o n  th e  
d e a th  o f  h is  b r o th e r  M a h o n , in  th e  y e a r  9 7 6 , 
B r ia n  b e c a m e  K i n g  o f  T h o m o n d , o f  M u n s te r , a n d  
C a s lie l.  T h e n  u n it in g  th e  r iv a l c la n s  a n d  tr ib e s  
u n d e r  h is  s o v e r e ig n  r u ie , h e  w as c ro w n e d  a t  T a r a ,  
in  th c  y e a r  1000, “  A r d - r i g h ,”  o r  “ H i g h  K i n g  o f  
E r in n .”  T h e  r e ig n  o f  th is  g r e a t  k i n g  o f  I r e la n d  
w a s  p e a c e fu l a n d  p r o s p e ro u s . H e  b u ilt  c h u r c h e s , 
fo s te r e d  le a r n in g , m a d e  b r id g e s  a n d  c a u s e w a y s , 

a n d  c o n s tr u c te d  a  r o a d  a r o u n d  th e  c o a s t  o f  th e  
w h o le  k in g d o m . In  h is  p a ia c e  a t  K in c o r a , n e a r  
th e  o íd  dim  o f  h is  fa th e r , K i n g  K e n n e d y ,  b y  th e  

fo r d  o f  K i l la lo e ,  h e  “  d is p e n s a d  a  r o y a l  h o s p ita lity , 
a d m in is te re d  a  r ig id  a n d  im p a tt ia l  ju s t ic e ,  a n d  so 
c o n tin u e d  in  p r o s p c r ity  fo r  t h e  r e s t  o f  h is  re ig n , 
h a v in g  b e e n  a t  h is  d e a th  th ir ty -c ig h t  y e a r s  K i n g  
o f  M u n s te r  a n d  fifte e n  y e a r s  s o v e r e ig n  o f  a ll 
I r e la n d .”

S o  th e  b o y  c h ie fta in  ca rn e  to  b e  K i n g  o f  I re la n d , 
a n d  th c  s to r y  o f  h is  d e a th  is  a s  fu ll o f  in te r e s t  a n d  
g lo r y  a s  th e  r e c o r d  o f  h is  b o y is h  d e e d s . F o r

* B om , or Bonunka, the tribute; therefore “ Brian

B r ia n  g r e w  to  b e  a n  o íd , o id  m a n , a n d  th e  Danés 
a n d  s o m e  o f  th e  re s tle s s  I r is h m e n  w h o m  h e  liad 
b r o u g h t  u n d e r  h is  s w a y  r c v o lte d  a g a in s t  h is  nile, 
S o  th o  “ o íd  k i n g  o f  n e a r ly  n in e ty  y e a r s ”  led liis 
a rm ie s  o u t  fr o m  th c  t r e e -s h a d e d  r a m p a rts  o f  rm-.il 
K in c o r a , a n d  m e e t in g  t h e  e n e m y  o n  th e  p la in s of 
D u b lin ,  fo u g h t  “  h is  la s t  a n d  m o s t  te rr ib le  fight.” 
I t  w a s  a  b lo o d y  c la y  fo r  I r e la n d ; b u t  th o u g b  the 
a g e d  k i n g  a n d  fo u r  o f  h is  s ix  s o n s , w ith  eleven 
th o u s a n d  o f  h is  fo llo w e rs , w e r e  s la in  o n  th a t  fatal 
f ie ld , th e  D a n é s  w e r e  u tte r ly  ro u te d , a n d  th e  bau lc 
o f  C lo n ta r f  fr e e d  I r e la n d  fo r e v e r  fro m  th eir inva- 
s io n s  a n d  ty ra n n ie s .

“  Remember the glories o f Brian ihe brave,
Though the days o f  the hero are o’er;

Thougb lost to Mononin and coid in thc grave,
H e  reiuriis lo Kíncora no moreJ 

That star o f  the field, which so often has poured 
Its beani on (he batile, i$ set;

But enough o f  its glory i'erDaíns on each sword 
To  light US (o victory y e t ! "

S o  s in g s  T h o m a s  M o o re  in  o n e  o f  h is  bcaiiiiful 
Ir ish  m e lo d ie s ;  a n d  w h e n  h e i-c a fte r  y o u  h e a r  or icad 
o f  B r ia n  B o r u , re m e m b e r  h im  n o t  o n ly  a s  Irclaud ’s 
g r e a te s t  k in g , b u t  a lso  a s  th e  d a u n tle s s  la d  who 
h e ld  th e  fo rd  a t  K il la lo e , a n d  p r e fe r r e d  th e  priia- 
t io n s  o f  a n  o u t la w ’s  life  to  a  d is g r a c e fu l p eace.

K in c o r a , th e  r o y a l  h o in e  o f  B r ia n  th e  K in g . is 
n o w  s o  lo s t  in  r u in  th a t  t r a v e le r s  c a n  n o t  te il the 

th ro n e -ro o m  fr o m  th e  c o w - h o u s e ; C a s h e l's  ¡ l i g i i  

r o c k  is  d e s e rte d  a n d  d is m a n t le d , a n d  o n  th c liiil 
o f  T a r a  th e  p a la c e  o f  th e  a n c ie n t  I r is h  k in g s  ish u t 
a  g ra s s -g r o w n  m o u n d . B u t  t im e  c a n  n o t  dim  ilic 
s h in in g  r e c o r d  o f  th e  g r e a t  k in g  o f  I r e la n d , Biian 
B o ru  —  B r ia n  o f  M u n s te r :  th c  B o y  C h ie fta in .

o f (he Tribute,”  or “ o f tbc Foi*d o f the Tribuic."

F R Á U L E I N  M I N A  S M I D T  G O E S  T O  S C H O O L .  

B y  C h a r l e s  B a r n a r d .

F r a u l e i n  M i n a  S m i d t  w a s  a  g o o d , s w e e t , a n d  
e a r n e s t-n a tu r e d  l i t t le  g ir l. S h e  l iv e d  in  T o m p k in s  
S q u a r e , N e w  Y o r k  C i t y ,  w ith  h e r  fa th e r  a n d  
m o th e r . S h e  m ig h t  h a v e  b e e n  c a lle d  a  le a r n e d  
g ir l,  fo r  s h e  c o u ld  s p e a k  G e r m á n  w ith  h e r  fa th e r  
a n d  E n g l is h  w iih  h e r  p la y fe llo w s  a n d  sc h o o l-m a te s  
in  th c  b ig  b r e e z y  sq u a re , w h e r e  s h e  o fte n  w e n t  to 
p la y  a fte r  s c h o o l- lio u rs . B u t  s h e  w a s  n o t h a p p y . 
M in a ’s  m o th e r  k e p t  h o u s e  in  th e  g o o d  o íd  G e r m á n  
w a y  s h e  h a d  le a r n e d  in  B e r lín  b e fo r e  M in a  w as

b u rn . M in a  h a d  h e lp e d  h e r  in  v a r io u s  w ay s , yet 
s h e  h a d  n e v e r  r e a lly  k e p t  h o u s e , ñ o r  h a d  she so 
m u c h  a s  le a r n e d  p la in  c o o k in g . H c r  m o th e r  was 
v e r y  b u s y  u n ti l la te  in  th e  a fte rn o o n  a t  a  facmry 
o n  S e c o n d  A v e n u e ,  a n d , o f  c o u r s e , h e r  fa th e r  xvas 
a w a y  a l l  d a y  a t  h is  w o rk . N o w , i t  h a p p e n e d  occa­
s io n a lly  th a t  h e r  m o th e r  w as i ll,  a n d  c o u ld  not |)ie- 
p a r e  th c  s ix  o ’d o c k  d in n e r . M in a  w ish e d  to do 
it, b u t  r e a lly  s h e  d id  n ’ t k n o w  h o w .

S h e  tr ie d  to c o o k  h e r  fa th e r ’s d in n e r  o n c  d a ; .
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but it  w as a  s o r r y  a ffa ir . H e  d id  n o t  s a y  m u c h  “  H a v e  y o u  b e e n  to  th e  b a k c r ’s  ? ’’ a s k e d  M in a , 

about it. H e  o n ly  s a id  th a t  M in a  w a s  b i g  e n o u g h  r a th e r  d o lc fu lly , a s  L .z z y  a p p r o a c h e d .

b'' ' . rPr‘
A,,.'-

“ S H E  W E H T  O U T  I N T O  T H E  K A K K  A N D  S A T  D O W N  T O  C R V .

nmv to  b e  a  h e lp  to  h e r  m o th e r . F e e l i n g  v e r y  L iz z y  s m ile d  J e

T H E  M A E C l l  I N T O  T H E  S C H O O L -R O O Íl.

in a  few  m in u te s  a n o th e r  l i t t le  g ir l, a  fr ie n d  o f  b u t  I c o u ld  n ’ t  b r e a k  it  t i l l  I ’v c  sh o w n  it  to 

M in a ’s n a m e d  L iz z y  S to ffh o ld e r , ca rn e  h u r r y in g  M o th e r  

a lo n g  th e  b r o a d  w a lk .
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“ S h e  w i l l ;  s h e  w ill, ¡n d c c d , for 1 m a d e  it, 
m y s e lf .”

Lizz)- S t o f fh o ld c r  c o u ld  t a lk  v e r ; ' r a p id ly , a n d  
in  th r e e  m in u te s  s h e  h a d  to ld  M in a  a l l  a b o u t h e r 
m a k in g  th e  b r e a d , a n d  a b o u t  h e r  h a v in g  le a r n e d  
h o w  to  m a k e  it  a t  a  c e r ta in  w o n d e rfu l s c h o o l 
n e a r  b y .

“  O h , d e a r  ! ”  s a id  M in a . “  D o  y o u  su p p o se  I 
c o u ld  g o  to  t h a t  s c h o o l?  W o u ld  t h e y  te a c h  m e, 
t o o ?  W o u ld  t h e y  le t  m e  jo in  th e  c l a s s ? ”

— A n d  t h a t  w a s  h o w  i t  ca rn e  a b o u t  th a t  M in a  
S m id t  w e n t  to  s c h o o l. F o r  a t  a  q u a rte r  p a st tw o , 
o n  th e  a fte rn o o n  
o f  th e  v e r y  n e x t 
d a y , s h e  m et 
h e r  f r i e n d

W e  g e n e r a l ly  e a t  u p  th e  Icsitm 
o n ly  so m e tim e s  w e  ta k e  it  hor.ie 

Y o u  ’l l  se e . I t  ’s  ju s t  fu n  to go

“ N o , in d ee d . 
a fte r  it  ’s d o n e ; 
a n d  e a t  it  th ere . 
to  th is  s c h o o l.”

A t  t h a t  m o m e n t, ten  l i t t ie  g ir ls  ca rn e  in , some 
fr á ii le in s a n d  s o m e  m isse s  a n d  s o m e  m ad em o iscll, 
T h e y  a ll s e e m e d  v e r y  h a p p y  a b o u t  som eth i-.g , 
a n d  t h e y  w e r e  t a l k in g  a s  fa s t  a s  t h e y  cou ld  tó 
o n e  a n o th e r  in E n g l is h ,  G e r m á n , a n d  F re n c h . —  
" Heutc werden iv ir  Fisch haben." “ N ous amvns 
du poisson au jou rd 'h u i."  “  W e  s h a ll h a v e  lish 
to - d a y .” — T h a t  is  w h a t  t h e y  w e re  s a y in g .

T h e n  a  y o u n g  la d y , we.ir- 

in g  a  la r g e  w h ite  apron, 
ca rn e  in , a n d  g a v e  c.ich 

g ir l  an  a p ro n . W i t h  hands 
a n d  fa c e s  p e r fe c tly  c le a n , and 

h a ir  n e a t ly  b r u s h e d , a l l  th e  gú is 
p u t  o n  th e  a p ro n s , a n d  so o n  

s to c d  tw o  a n d  tw o  in a  p ro cessi n. 
M in a , b e in g  a  n e w -co m e r, v as 

p la c e d  a t  th e  e n d  o f  th e  line 
n e x t  to  M a d e m o is e lle  Lonie 

J a p e a u , a g e d  n in e .
H a r k  ! A  p ia n o  playin g 

a  g r a n d  m a r c h — “  R or;- O’ 

-  M o o r e ,”  fro m  th e  boiik 
o f  Ir ish  s o n g s . I t  ñas 

n ’t  v e r y  a p p ro p ri.: r, 
b u t  it  so u n d e d  qune 
w e ll, a n d  th e y  all 

, k e p t  s te p  a n d  m a n  á- 
e d  o u t  in to  th e  li.ill 

a n d  th r o u g h  a  b ig  do ir 
in to  th e  sch ool-room , 
A r o u n d  th e  ro o m  tw ác 
d id  t h e y  m a r c h , to  tiie 
s t ir r in g  p ia n o  accoiu-
p a n im e n t, u n t i l  s ix  of 
th e  g ir ls  s to o d  behind  

o n e  lo n g  ta b le  and 
s ix  b e h in d  a n o t lv ! ,
a n d  th e n  “  R o ; y
O ’M o o r e  ”  exp iivd  

in  a  so le m n  c h o rd , a n d  th e j ' a l l  s a t  g r a v e ly  dov, n 
a t  th e  tw o  lo n g  ta b le s .

S u c h  a  q u e e r , sc h o o l-ro o m  a s  i t  w as ! T h e r e  wcrc 
th i'ce  p le a s a n t  w in clow s lo o k in g  o u t o n  th e  park, 
p ic tu re s  o n  th e  w a lls , a n d  a  n ic e  s to v c  w ith  a  tcn- 

k c t t le  s in g in g  o n  to p . T h e r e  w as a  b i g  ta b le  at
o n e  e n d  o f  th e  ro o m  a n d  b e h in d  it  s a t  th e  teach er.
M in a  lo o k e d  a t  th e  te a c h e r  a n d  w o n d e r c d  i f  she 
w a s  g o o d  to  p o o r  li t t ie  g ir ls  w h o  d id  n ’t  know  
a n y th in g . A n d  th e  m o re  s h e  lo o k e d  a t  th e  teach er, 
th e  m o r e  s h e  fe lt  s u re  s h c  s h o u ld  lo v e  h e r. On 
e a c h  s id e  s to o d  t h e  a s s is ta n t te a c h e r s  in  t lic ir  w hite 
a p ro n s . B e h in d  th e  te a c h e r  w as a  d r e s s c r  filled

'  S e e  a n i d e  e iu i t l e d  "  L i i t i e  H o i i s e n i i i i d s , ' '  S r .  N i c i i o i . A S  f.ir A p i i l ,  18 79.

L iz z y  S t o f f h o l­
d c r  in th e  p a r k , 
a n d  t h e y  b o th  
s e t  o u t  fo r  N o .

125 S t . M a r k ’s  P la c e .
T h e y  ' r a n g  th e  b e ll, 
a n d  w h e n  th e  d o o r  o p e n ­
e d , a  g ir l  a b o u t  n in e  y e a r s  
o íd , w e a r in g  a  lo v e ly  w h ite  
a p r o n , a n d  w ith  h e r  h a ir  n e a t ly  ' 
b r u s h e d  b e n e a th  a  p r e t ty  c a p , p o - 
l i t e ly  e s c o r tc d  th e m  u p s ta irs  a n d  in to  
a  b i g  ro o m .

“  S h e  is a  k itc h e n - g a r d e n e r ,”  s a id  L izz y . l i z z i e  a n c  m i n a  abe s h o w n  u p s t a i r s . 

“ O h ,”  sa id  M in a . “  S h e  d o e s  n ’ t  r e a l ly  w o rk  
in th e  g a r d e n , d o e s  s h e  ? ”

“ N o , ” s a id  L izz y , in  a  su p e r io r  w a y . “  S h e ’s 
n o t  th a t  k in d .”

T h e  fa c t  is , M in a  S m id t  h a d  b e e n  v e i y  u n - 
fo r tu n a te . S h e  h a d  n e v e r  r e a d  S t . N i c h o l a s , 
w h ic h  m u s t  a c c o u n t  fo r  h e r  v e r y  n a tu r a l m is ta k e .*

T h e  g ir l  le ft  th e m  in  th e  b i g  r o o m , a n d  M in a  
a s k e d  L iz z ie  i f  t h e y  u s e d  b o o k s  fo r  s t u d y in g  in 
th e  s c h o o l.

“ N o , ”  s a id  L i z z ie ; “  o n ly  b o o k s  in w h ic h  th e y  
w rite  d o w n  t h e  b il í  o f  fa re  a n d  th e  t im c - t a b le .”

“ S o ? A r e  w e  g o i n g  i n  t h e  c a rs , o r  t o  a  
re s ta u r a n t  ? ”
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w ith  c o o k in g  u ten sils . T h c r e  w e re  a lso  p la to s  a n d  

k n iv c s  a n d  fo r k s  o n  th e  ta b le s , a n d  o n  th e  lo n g  
ta b le  b e fo r e  e a c h  g ir l  w a s  a  k n ife  a n d  fo r k . B u t  
th e r e  w a s  n o t  a  b o o k  o r  a  s la te  to  b e  se e n . I t  
w as n o t  l ik e  a  s c h o o l-ro o m  a t  a l l ,  e x c e p t  th a t  
th ere  w a s  a  b la c k b o a r d  a t  o n e  s id e  in  fu ll v ie w  

o f  t h e  sc h o la rs .
T h e n  o n e  o f  th e  le a c h e r s  g a v e  e a c h  g ir l  a  b ig  

c a rd  o n  w h ic h  w a s  w ritte n  a  s o n g . T h e  p ia n o  
s tru c k  u p  a  tu n e , a n d  t h e y  a ll b e g a n  to  s in g . 
M in a  b e in g ,  a s  b e fo re  r e m a r k e d , a  y o u n g  p e rs o n  
o f  m a n y  p o lite  a c c o m p lis h m c n ts , so o n  jo in e d  the 
m e rry  c h o ru s . S h e  t h o u g h t  th e  s o n g  a  v e r y  fu n n y  
o n e . I t  w a s  a l l  a laou t g o in g  a -s h o p p in g  fo r  h a m  
a n d  s t e a k  a n d  fis h  a n d  v e g e ta b le s ,  w ith  fin e

b y  th e  t im e  t h e y  r e a c h e d  t h e  s e c o n d  v e r s e , a n d  
b e fo re  it  e n d e d  s h e  h a d  “ jo in e d  i n ”  w ith  h e r  
v o ic e , a lt h o u g h  s h e  h a d  n o t  le a r n e d  t h e  w o rd s.

W e must prep.ire our bilí o f Carc,
Mcct every lasie, yet have no wasie,
Something fot .al!, both great and small.
And all bilis pay on market-day.

DiíTetent kinds o f meai wc find 
A ll on a market-day;
And many fishes of every kind:
Which shall we have to-day?

N ice “ roasi bee f" race, choose it with care;
And beefsie.-ik, too, the whole year through: 
Chicken, remember, Octolret, Novembcr:
Cheap pricc you pay on a market-day.

T h e n  th c  le s s o n  b e g a n . T h e  le a c h e r  h a d  a  la r g e  
d ish  b e fo r e  h e r ,  a n d  fro m  it  s h e  lifte d  a  fin e  m a c k -

- - .- V Q V  -

G B T T I N Ü  K E A P Y  P O R  W O R K .

“ s e n t im e n ts ”  a b o u t  b u y in g  la m b  c h o p s  in  S e p  
te m b e r  a n d  v e a l  in  N o v e m b c r . H e r e  is  a  p a rt  

o f  th is  fu n n y  s o n g :

M A R K E T I N G  S O N G .

Rise up early in the morning,
A l! on a rearkct-day;
Sia1l« are tilied before thc dawn,
And wagons on the way.

T h a t  is  th e  w a y  it  b e g a n ,  a n d  th c  g ir ls  s a n g  it  

so  h e a r t i ly  th a t  M in a  h a d  a lm o s t  le a r n e d  th c  tu n e

e r e l ,  s p lit  q u ito  in  tw o , a n d  ju s t  fro m  th e  sh o p . 
“  W h a t  is  t h i s ? ”  sa id  s h e , a s  s h e  h e ld  it  u p .

“ A  f is h ,”  r e p l ie d  t h e  c la ss .
“ W h a t  k in d  o í a  f i s h ? "
“  M a c k c r e l ! ”  s a id  e v e r y  g ir l  in  th c  c la ss . 
“ H c v e ’s a n o th e r .— A  h a n d s o m o  fe llo w  w ith  a 

b i g  m o u th  a n d  s h a r p  te e th . W h a t  is  h e  ? ”

‘ ‘ A  p ik e  ! ”  e x c la im e d  s e v e r a l o f  th e  g ir ls .
“  A n d  h e ro  is  a  p r e tty  o n e  w ith  s tr ip o s  ? ”
“ A  s e a -b a s s  ! ”  c a m c  th e  a n s w e r  p r o m p tly .
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“ A n d  th e s e  p r e t ty  fe llo w s  ? ”

E v e r y b o d y  k n e w  th e m , a n d  th e  e n t ire  c la ss  sa id  
“ sm ells" in  ch o ru s.

T h e n  th e  te a c h e r  p o in te d  to  th c  b la c k b o a rd , 
a n d  th e i'e  o n  th e  b o a r d  w a s  th e  B IL L  OF f a r e . 
T h e  lis ts  o f  fis h c s , w ith  fu ll d ire c tio n s  fo r  c o o k in g  
t h e m . A t  o n c e  th e  te a c h e r  r e a d  o f f  th e  first 
d ir e c tio n  fo r  th e  m a c k e r e l,  a n d  th e n  c a lle d  o n  tw o  
o f  th e  g ir ls  to  t a k e  th e  n o b le  fis h  to  th e ir  se a ts  a n d  
to  p r e p a r e  i t  a c c o r d in g  to  th e  d ire c tio n s . T h e n  th e  
o th e r  fis h e s  w e re  g iv e n  o u t, o n e  to e a c h  p a ir  o f

fro m  ta b le  to  ta lile , h e lp in g  a n d  s h o w in g , b u t  not 
d o in g  th e  w o rk . E a c h  g i i i  h a d  to  d o  ju s t  w h a t was 
a s s ig n e d  to  h e r. T h e  g ir l  o n  M in a ’s  r ig h t  was 
w a s h in g  th e  p ik e  w ith  a  d a m p  c lo th , a n d  clean- 
i n g  i t  in  th e  d e fte s t  m a n n e r . T h e n  s h e  and 
th e  g ir l  w h o  w a s  h e lp in g  h e r  b a th e d  th e  lo v d y  
p ik c  in v in e g a r  to  k c c p  it  fro m  tu m b lin g  to 
p ie c e s  iv h e n  it s h o u ld  c o m e  to  b e  c o o k e d  in  thi.' 
o v en .

N o t  fa r a w a y  w a s  a  g ir l  s l ic i n g u p  s o m e  sa it  pork 
in to  b e a u t ifu l l i t t le  r ib b o n s . “  O h , th a t  ’s  th e  wav,

“  I T  W A S  N O T  L I K E  A  S C H O O L -R O O M , A T  A L L . ”

g ir ls . T h e n  ca rn e  b u tte r  a n d  flo u r  to  b e  m ix e d  for 
th e  s a u c e . A n o t h e r  g ir l  w a s  g iv e n  a n  e g g  a n d  to ld  
to  p u t  it  in  c o id  w a te r  a n d  b o i l  it  h a l f  an  h o u r  o n  
th e  s to v e , b e in g  v e r y  c a re fu l to  n o te  th e  t im e  w h e n  

s h e  p u t i t  o n , a n d  to  t a k e  it  o f f  a t  th e  r ig h t  m o ­
m e n t . M in a , b e in g  a  n e w  s c h o la r , w a s  g iv e n  a 
p ía te  o f  p a r s le y  a n d  a  k n ife  w ith  w h ic h  to  c u t  it 
u p , 50 th a t  i t  c o u ld  b e  m ix e d  w ith  th e  e g g - s a u c e . 
E v e r y  g ir l  h a d  s o m e th in g  to  d o . E v e r y b o d y  c o u ld  
t a lk  e x c e p t  w h e n  th c  te a c h e r  w as e x p la in in g  th e  
w o r k . T h e  te a c h c r  a n d  th c  tw o  a s s is ta n ts  w en t

is  it  ? ”  sa id  M in a  to  h e rse lf, O n e  o f  th o  g ir ls  took 
M r. P ik e  a n d  m a d e  n e a t  cu ts  in  h is  g l is t c n in g  sides. 
A n d  th e n  M in a  h a d  a  c h a n c e . T h e  te a c h e r  gave  
h e r  th e  r ib b o n s  o f  s a lt  p o r k  a n d  s h o w e d  h e r  ho» 
to  p u t  th e m  in  th e  c i i t  p la c e s  in th c  fish. F irs t, 
a  lo n g  o n e  n e a r  t h e  h e a d , th e n  a  l i t t le  sh o rter 
o n e , a n d  th e n  a  l i t t le  s h o r te r  o n e  s t i l l ,  a n d  so  oii, 
c le a r  d o w n  to th c  ta il. A n d  e v e n  th e  ta il ,  too. 
w as d e c o r a te d  in  th e  m o st f is h y  w a y  p ossib le . 
b y  c u t t in g  in to  i t  w ith  a  p a ir  o f  sc iss o rs , s o  that 
it  lo o k e d  a s  n a tu r a l a s  c o u ld  b e ,  a n d  q u ite  artistic .
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T l ie n  th e  p ik e  w a s  h a n d e d  to  so m e  o th e r  g ir ls , 
th o u g h  F r a u le in  k e p t  a  s h a r p  e y e  o n  it , to  see  
••vhat w o u ld  b e  d o n e  n e xt- In  a n o th e r  w e e k , it 
m ig h t  b e  h e r  tu r n  to  p r e p a r e  a  fish  in  ju s t  th a t  
w a y . T h e  g ir ls  s p r in k le d  th e  p ik e  w ith  s a lt ,  a n d  
th en  d r e d g c d  i t  w ith  flo u r , a n d  p u t i t  iu  a  b ig  
iron p a n , w ith  its  p r e t ty  n o se  in  o n e  c ó rn e r  a n d  
its a rtis tic  ta il in  a n o th e r . L a s t ly ,  t h e y  p o u re d  
,o m e  w a te r  in  th o  p a n — ju s t  e n o u g h  to  c o v e r  th e  
b o tto m . T h e n  th e  w h o le  s c h o o l g a t h e r e d  a ro u n d  
ih e  b i g  s to v e  to  s c c  th e  -p ik e  p u t  in  t h e  o v en , 
r h e y  s h u t  it  in  w a r m  a n d  s n u g , a n d  t h e y  a ll 
lo o k e d  a t  th e  c lo c k , a n d  s a id , in  c h o ru s ,

“  B a k e  tw e n ty  m in u te s  ! ”

E v e r y  g ir l  h a d  a  c h a n c e  to  d o  s o m e th in g . E v e n  
litt ie  M a d e m o is e lle  L o u ie  J a p e a u  h e lp e d  se w  u p  
th e  s c a -b a s s  in  th e  b a g ,  w h en  it  w a s  p u t  in to  th e  
h o t  w a te r . T h e r e  w a s  b i g  M iss H a b it a b le  S u s a n  
J o n e s , th e  A m e r ic a n  g ir l,  a g e d  tw c lv e , w h o  fr ic d  
th e  s r a c lts . S h c  s a i d ;

“  S h c  g u e s s e d  th e  fire  w as o r e t t y  h o t , a n d  sh e  
w o u ld  g o  a n d  g e t  a  d r in k .”

H o w  e v e r y b o d y  d id  la u g h  ! G o  fo r  a  d r in k , a n d  
le a v e  th o se  b e a u tifu l sm c lts  to  b u r n  to a  c r is p ?  
W h a t  a  s t r a n g e  g ir l  M iss  M a h ita b le  S u s a n  J o n e s  
m u s t  b e  ! E v e n  F r a u le in  M in a  k n e w  b e t te r  th a n  

th a t.
H o w  te ll  th e  w o n d r o u s  ta le  ? H o w  t e l l  a l l  th e y  

d i d — th o se  y o u n g  d is c ip le s  in  th e  im p o rta n t  a rt  o f

T l f E  L t '/ T L K  C O O K S  A T  W O R K .

F r a u le in  w is h c d  s h e  h a d  tw e lv e  p a irs  o f  e y e s ,  so  
th at s h e  c o u ld  s e e  e v e r y  g ir l  a t  o n c e , fo r  e a c h  o n c  
h ad  s o m e th in g  to  d o . S h e  r e p e a te d  o v e r  c v c r y -  
th in g  t h e  te a c h e r  s a id , s o  t h a t  s h e  m ig h t  re m e m b e r  
it. W h a t  a  g r e a t  d e a l  to  le a r n , to  b e  s u re  ! O n ly  
four k in d s  o f  fis h e s , a n d  e a c h  k in d  c o o k e d  in  a 
d iffe re n t w a y . T h e  p ik e  w a s  b a k c d , th e  m a c k e r c l 
b ro ile d , th e  b a s s  w a s  s e w e d  iip  in  a  b a g  a n d  b o ilc d , 
and  th e  s m c lts  w e re  fr ied . F r a u le in  saw  it  a ll d o n e. 
T h e  c h o p p in g  o f  th e  s a lt  p o r k  fo r  th e  fr y in g -p a n , 
th e  m a k in g  o f  th e  s a u c e , t h e  b r o i l in g  a n d  fr y in g .

V O L .  X I . — 56.

c o o k in g ?  D id  t h e y  n o t  a lso  s in g  th e  m o st e x ­
p r e s s iv e  s o n g s  w h ile  th e  p ik e  a n d  th e  sc a -b a s s  

w e re  c o o k in g  ?

"  A ll o f U S in this class wish to le a rn  to cook 
That we may be comforts at Iiomc.”

T h a t  w as th e  b e g in n in g  o f  o n c  o f  th e  s o n g s , a n d  
M in a  fe lt  t r u ly  g la d  th a t  s h e  h a d  co m e . P e r h a p s  
so m e  d a y  s h e , to o , w o u ld  b e  a  r e a l c o m fo rt  to  h e r  
fa th e r  a n d  m o th c r  a t  h o m e . O n c e  t h e y  ir ic d  a n ­
o th e r  s o n g , a ll a b o u t  m a k in g  b re a d . T h e  te a c h e r
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c a llc d  i t  th e  B r e a d * m a k e r s ’ S o n g .”  H e r e  is  o n e  

v e r s e :
‘ N ow  you place ít in the brcad-bowl 
A  siROOth and mee dough-hall,
La<u, a towcl, and a cover.
And at night thai ’ s all.
Bm when morníng calis che slecpcr 
From hcr ííule bed,
She can make our breakfast bise ule 
From that Ixilch o f bread."

“ A n d  s o  1 w i l l ,”  s a id  M in a , w ith  en th u sia sm . 
“ I t ’s  m u c h  b e t te r  th a n  th e  b la c k  b r e a d  o f  th e

í | | l .

‘ ‘ I ? '

r U T T t K O  T U R  r i S H  I K T O  T M E  O V E K .

g r o c e r y  s to r e .”  E v e r y h o d y  la u g h e d ,  a n d  M in a  
k n e w  s h e  h a d  s p o k e n  r ig h t  o u t  in  sc h o o l.

O f  c o u r s e , a s  it  w as fis li d a y , t h e y  h a d  a  fish 
s o n g , a n d  h e r e  is  th c  first v e r s e — a n  o d d  co m b i-  
n a t io n  o f  r h y m e  a n d  c o o k c iy  w isd o m  :

“  Our lesson ís fish, and ín every dIsh
W c would lilcc to mceC our tcacheris wish.
But many men have many minds,
There are many fishes o f many kinds;
So wc can only leam lo boíl and bakc,
To  broil and fry, and make a fish*cake,
And trust this knowlcdge wjU carry us (hrough 
When other fishes w e have to " d o ."

H o w  t h c  t im e  fle w  ! T h e  h a n d s  o f  t h e  d o c k  
s e e m e d  to  ra c e  a r o u n d  th e  d ia l,  a n d  it  w a s  h a lf-p a s t  
th ro e  b e fo re  t h e y  k n e w  ii. E a c l i  g ir l  w c iit  in  tu rn  
to  th c  b la c k b o a r d  to  m a k e  a  c o p y  o f  th e  b il í  o f  
fa r c  a n d  th e  “  t ir a c - ta b lc ,”  o r th c  d ir e c t io n s  fo r  th e  
t im e  th e  fis h e s  m u s t  s ta y  o n  th c  fire. T h c r e  is  n o t 
s p a c e  to  te ll  a ll th a t  h a p p e n e d  o n  th a t  c v c n tfu l 
a fte rn o o n . S o m c  o f  th c  p ic tu re s  h e r e  p r e s e n te d  
w ill  g iv e  y o u  a n  id e a  o f  th e  w a y  in  w h ic h  th o se  
d e l ig h t fu l le sso n s  w e re  le a rn e d .

A n d  w h e n  it  a l l  w a s  o v e r , th e  te a c h e r s  p a sse d  
p la te s  to  e v e r y  p u p il ,  a n d  g a v e  e v e r y  o n e  a  s lic e  o f  
b r e a d , a n d  th e y  c h e e r fu lly  a te  u p  th e  e n t ir e  le sso n , 

a n d  le ft  o n ly  th e  b o n e s  a n d  th c  d ire c tio n s  o n  th c  
b la c k b o a r d .

I h a v e  sa id  t h a t  M in a  S m id t  m ig h t  b e  calied 
a  le a rn e d  g ir l.  T h is  w a s  p r o v e d  in  a  s in g u la r  and 
s ta r t lin g  m a n n c r , ju s t  ten  w e e k s  a fte r  th a t  reraark- 

a b ie  lesso ir o n  fish. M in a ’s fa th c r  a n d  m othci 
k n e w  th a t  s h e  w e n t  o n  tw o  a ftc r n o o n s  o f  each 
w e e k  to  a  c e rta in  s c h o o l, b u t  a s  s h e  n e v e r  b ro u g h i 
h o m e  a n y  c x e rc is e s  o r  h o o k s , th e y  h a d  a n  im pi ce­
s ió n  th a t  s h e  d id  n o t le a r n  v c r y  m u c h . H o w c x c i. 
s ly  M in a  sa id  n o th in g , b u t  to o k  a  wondci-ful 
in te re s t  in b e r  m o th e r ’s w o r k  i n ' th c  kitclien. 
T w ic e  s h e  s u g g e s te d  th a t  th e  c o o k in g  co u ld  h:' 

d o n e  b e t te r  in  a n o th e r  w a y , aiul 
s a id  th a t  b r o ile d  s te a k  w as b cttrr 
th a n  fr ic d  s te a k , a n d  th a t  honic- 

; m a d e  bi-ead w a s  b e t te r  th an  thc
c a r r a w a y - s c c d  lo a v c s  from  tlic 
g r o c e r y  sto re , F r á u le in ’s m ollicr 
h a d  h e r  O 'v n  n o tio n s  a b o u t cook- 
in g . H a d  s lie  i ig l  le a r n e d  i la ll« tn . ii 
s h e  w a s  a  fr iin le in  in  B e r lín  ? Lci 
M in a  m a k e  s o m e th in g  for 1ki' 
f a th e r ’s d in n e r , o r 'e l s e  s a y  1,-s 
a b o u t  l i c r  o w n  clear m o th e r ’s i n- 
c e llc n t  G e r m á n  c o o k in g .

F r a u le in  w a s  n o t  a t  a l l  a la n iv  d. 
S h e  o n ly  sa id  s h e  s h o u ld  n eed  ilic 
k itc h e n  to  h e r s e l f  fo r  th e  a ftcn io i''i. 
I t  w a s  n o t  w ith o u t  a  th o u g h t of 
h o w  fo r w a rd  a n d  sclf-con fidcn t 

c h ild r e n  c a n  b e , th a t  th c  g o o d  F/du 
S m id t  turnee! o v e r  h e r  k it c h e n  to  M in a  a n d  then 
w e n t  to  th e  n e x t  ro o m  to  re c k o n  h o w  m uch  ii 
w o u ld  c o s t  to  g o  o u t  to  t h c  q u e e r  l i t t le  restauran! 
011 th e  c ó r n e r  to  g e t  a  d in n e r  a fte r  M in a  h.id 

s p o ile d  e v e r y t h in g  in  th c  h o u se ,
F iv e  o ’c io c k  c a rn e , a n d  t h e  p o o r  w o ra a n  beg.m  

to  b e  n e rv o u s , H a lf-p a s t  five', a n d  s h e  w e n t to ihe 
k itc h c n  d o o r  a n d  lo o k e d  in , b u t  M in a  o n ly  wavcd 

a  s k il lc t  in  th e  a ir , a n d  s a i d ;
“ S h s s s s  ”
W h i c h  b e in g  tra n s la te c l— i f  it  c a n  b e — m cans 

“ W a it  a  l i t t le  lo n g e r .” — S ix  o ’c lo c k . T h e  m iscliicf 
h a d  b e e n  d o n e. T h e  d in n e r  w a s  s u r e ly  ru in cd  hy 
th is  t im e .— Q u a r te r  p a s t  six . M r. S m id t  arrivcd, 
a n d  h is  w ife  e s c o n e d  h im  lo  th e  d in ing-roora. 
T h e  ta b le  w a s  s e t , a n d  in  th e  c e n te r  stood  a 
c o v e re d  d is h . M in a  w a s  c a lm  —  ciu ite  c a lm .

T h e y  a l l  s a t  s o le m n ly  d o w n , a n d  th e  dinner 

b e g a n .
“  N o d in g s  b u t  b e r d a t ie s  ? ”  a s k e d  H e rr  Sm idt.
“  N o t h in g  b u t  p o ta to e s ,”  sa id  M in a  c a lm ly .
H e r  fa th e r  g r a v e ly  to o k  a  p o ta to . H e  w as a 

lo n g - s u ffe r in g  m a n , a c c u s to m e d  to  p o o r  cookin g, 

w h ic h  fa c t  is  q u ite  s u ff ic ie n t  to  a c c o u n t  for h is  rcs- 
ig n a d o n . H e  g a z c d  in  a  g lo o m y  w a y  u p o n  th e  soli- 

ta v y  p o ta to , a n d  h is  w ife  sa id  sh o  h o p e d  it  would 
b e  a íe s s o n  fo r  th e  fr o w a rd  M in a , w h o  p res u m c d  to
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“ O N  A  M A R K K T - D A V .”

in s tr u c t  h e r  o w n  m o th e r , w h o  h a d  b e e n  c o o k  in 
th e  H o te l B a d e s c h e r h o ff , in  d e a r  o id  B e r lín ,  ten  
y e a r s  b e fo re  th is  s il ly  A m e r ic a n  c h ild  h a d  b e e n  
b o rn . I t  w a s  sa d  to  t h in k  g o o d  G e r m á n  c h ild re n  
w e re  b e in g  r u in c d  b y  th e s e  N e w  Y o r k  s c h o o ls . I t

w as v e r y -------
“  H a h  I ”  M r. S in id t  h a d  d is c o v e r e d  s o m e tn m g . 

T h e  p o ta to  ! H is  w ife  to o k  o n e  a n d  h a s t ily  c u t  it, 
w h ile  p o o r  M in a  stu ffe d  h e r  a p r o n  in  h e r  m o u th  to  

k e e p  fro m  la u g h in g .

R c m a r k a b le  p o ta to c s , t r u ly  ! T h c y  w e re  h o llo w  

in s id e  a n d  s tu ffe d  w ith  th e  m o st fr a g r a n t  a n d  
lo v c ly  s a u s a g e - m c a t  M e in  H e r r  e v e r  ta s te d . 

M in a ’s fa th e r  ju m p e d  u p  a n d  k is s e d  h e r ,  a n d  h e r 
m o th e t  la u g h e d  t i l l  s h e  cr ie d , a n d  M m a  c rie d  
t i l l  s h e  la u g h e d , » h ic h  m a d e  it  vei-y p le a s a n t a l 
a ro u n d . T h e n  sh e  r a n  in to  th c  k it c h e n  a n d  b r o iig h l  
¡ n _ o h ,  -such a  fin e  d in n e r  ! T h e r e  w a s  n o t ,  to 
b o  s u re , a  g re a t  v a r ie ty  o f  fo o d , b u t  i t  w as p vc- 
p a v e d  s o  w c ll  t h a t  i t  m a d e  a  fc a s t  fo r  th a t  p la m  
lit t le  fa m ily . T o  M in a , i t  w a s  F r c n c h  c o o k m g  
w ith  a  d e lic a te  A m e r ic a n  fla v o r, a n d  d a s h e d  w ith  
a  to u c h  o f  th e  G c m a n  s ty le  fo r  th e  s a k e  o f  th e

F a th c v la n d . , 1 .
T h is  w as th e  firs t  d in n e r  M in a  p r e p a re d , b u t  it 

w a s  n o t  th c  la s t . M a n y  a  d a y  a fte r  th a t  th e  g o o d  
G e r m á n  a n d  h is  fr a u  e n jü )’ccl th e ir  s im p le  w c ll-  
c o o k c d  d in n e r  a l l  th c  m o re  b e c a u s e  o f  th e  b r ig h t  
e y e s  o f  th e ir  h a p p y  litr lo  c o o k . T o  b e  s u re  F r a u  
S in id l  fe lt  i t  h e r  d u ty  a t  firet to  s h n ig  h e r  s h o u ld e r s  
a t  s o m c  o f  M in a ’s “  q u e e r  A m e r ic a n  w a y s ”  o f  p re- 
p a r in g  f o o d ; b u t  sh e  w as a s  p ro u d  a s  M e in  H e r r  o f  
th c  c le v e r  lit t le  d a u g h te r  w h o  h a d  le a r n e d  so  m u c h  

in  th e  s c h o o l w h e re  th c r c  w c r e  n o  b o o k s.
M e a n t im e  th e  g o o d  w o r k  o f  th e  s c h o o l w c n t  o n  —  

t e a c h in g  a n d  s e n d in g  o u t  d o zc n s  o f  lit t le  in a id s  

w h o  c o u ld  b e  “  a  c o m fo rt  a t  h o m e .”
It  is  n o t a l l  p la y  — i f  i t  w e rc , it  w o u ld  n o t  b r in g  

a b o u t  th c  d e s ire d  re s u U s ; b u t  i t  is  so  l ik e  p la y  

th a t  th e r e  is  n o  s u n n ie r  sc h o o l in  N e w  Y o r k  th a n  
th is  s a m e  s c h o o l in S t. M a r k ’s  P la c e ,  w h e r e  M iss  
H u n tin g to n  a n d  h e r  w i l l in g  h e lp e r s  in v ite  a ll 
p o o r  lit t le  g ir ls  to c o m e  a n d  b e  m a d e  h a p p y  a n d  
u s e fu l, a b le  to  h e lp  t h e ir  p a r e n ts , a n d  r e a d y , if  

n e e d  b e , to  e a tn  th e ir  o w n  l iv in g  b y  a n d  b y .
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T H E  P L A Y M A T E  H O U R S .

B y  M a r y  T h a c h e r  H i g g i n s o n .

D a w n  l in g e r s  s i le n t  in  th e  s h a d e  o f  n ig h t ,
T i l l  o n  th e  g lo a m in g  B a b y ’s la u g h te r  r in g s . 
T h e n  s m ilin g  D ay- a iv a k c s , a n d  o p e n  flin g s  
H e r  g o ld e n  d o o rs , to  s p e e d  th e  s h in in g  flig h t  
O f  rc s t le s s  h o u rs , g a y  c h ild r e n  o f  th e  lig h t. 
E a c h  e a g c r  p la y fe llo w  to  B a b y  b r in g s  
S o m e  s e p á r a te  g i f t ;  a  f l i t t in g  b ir d  th a t  s in g s  
W i t h  h e r ; a  w a v in g  b ra n c h  o f  b e r r ie s  b r i g h t ; 
A  h e a p  o f  r u s t l in g  l e a v e s ; e a c h  tr ifle  c h e c rs  
T h i s  jo y o u s  lit t ie  life  b u t  j u s t  b e g u n .
N o  w e a r y  h o u r  to  h e r  b r in g s  s ig h s  o r te a r s ;  
A n d  w h en  th e  s h a d o w s  w a r n  t h e  lo ite r in g  su n , 
W i t h  b lo s s o m s  in  h e r  h a n d s , u n to u c h c d  b y  fears, 
S h e  s o f t ly  fa lls  a s le e p , a n d  d a y  is  d o n e.

A  S T O R Y  O F  A  T R E E - F R O G .

B y  T .  L a n c e y .

• O n e  s u lt r y  n ig h t ,  in  I n d ia n a , I s a t  b u s ily  w r it in g  
u p s ta ir s  c lo s c  to  a n  o p e n  w in d o w . T h e  n ig h t  w as 
v e r y  d a r k , vci-y s t i l l ,  a n d  v e r y  h o t . M y  la m p , p la c e d  
u p o n  m y  d e s k , a t t r a c te d  c o u n tle s s  n u m b e rs  o f  th e  
in s e c t  w o r ld  th a t  c o m e  o u t  to  s e e  th e ir  fr ie n d s  o n ly  
a fte r  d a r k ,— s o m e  w ith  lo n g  w in g s ,  so m e  w ith  s h o r t ; 
s o m e  w ith  lo n g  a n d  n im b le  le g s  th a t  s c u r r ie d  o v e r  
m y  p a p e r s  a s  th o u g h  a fr a id  t h e y  w o u ld  n o t  h a v e  
t im e  fo r  a l! th e ir  n ig h t ’s  b u s in e s s ; s o m e  w ith  sh o rt 
le g s ,  d e lib é r a te  a n d  s lo w , th a t  s e e m e d  to  c a r e fu lly  

c o n s id e r  e a c h  in c h  o f  g r o u n d  t h e y  t ra v e r s e d . W in g e d  
in s e c ts  o f  a l l  so rts  a n d  s izes k e p t  c o m in g  a n d  g o i n g ; 
th e r e  w a s  a  c o n s ta n t  buzz a r o u n d  th e  la m p , a n d  
m a n y  a  s c o r c h e d  v ic t im , fa l l in g  o n  its  b a c k ,  v a in ly  
k ic k e d  its  l it t ie  le g s  in  air.

S u d d e n ly  a  c le a r  lo w  w h is tlc  so u n d e d  fr o m  th e  
w in d o w  —  a  w h is tlc  s o m e w h a t lik e  th e  s o u n d  m a d e  
w h e n  a  b o y  b lo w s  in to  th e  o r íf ic e  o f  a  tr u n k -k e y . 
S ta r t le d  fo r  a  m o m e n t, I  tu rn e d  m y  c h a ir  a n d  b e h e ld  
o n  th e  w in d o w -sill a  l i t t ie  t r e c - fr o g  g r a v e ly  lo o k in g  
a t  m e. H is  s k in  —  o f  a n  e x q u is ite  p a lé  a p p ie - g r c c n  
c o lo r — s h o n e  in  th e  la m p - lig h t . F e a r f u l  th a t  I m ig h t  
f r ig lu e n  h im  a w a y , I s a t  m o tio n le s s  in th e  c h a ir ,

w a tc h in g  h im  in tc n tly . P r e s e n t ly  h e  g a v e  another 
l i t t ie  w h is t le , a s  c ic a r  a n d  s h a r p  a s  a  bird-note. 
H e  w a s  e v id e n t ly  m a k in g  u p  h is  m in d  th a t  I was 
to  b e  tru s te d  (a  c o n fid e n c e , a la s  ! m is p la c e d ) , and 
so o n  h e  g a v e  a n  e a s y  s p r in g  a n d  w a s  o n  tlie  desk 
b e fo r e  m e. I  h a r d ly  d a r e d  to  b r e a th e , lest lie 
s h o u ld  b e  a la r m e d . H e  lo o k e d  a t  m e  c a r e fu lly  tur 
a  fe w  m in u t e s ;  a n d  th e n , h o p p in g  u n d e r  th e  lam p. 
h e  b e g a n  a  s la u g h tc r  o f  th e  in s c c t  c r e a tio n , such 
a s  I h a d  n e v e r  b e fo re  w itn e s se d . H e  c a p tu re d  in 
a  fla s h  a n y  c a r e le s s  f ly  o r  m o th  th a t  ca rn e  n e a r  him , 
d c c lin in g  to  to u c h  th e  d e a d  o n e s  th a t  h a d  crem atcd  
th e m se lv e s .

A f t e r  h a l f  an  h o u r 's  e n jo y m c n t  o f  th is  k in d , my 
a p p lc - g r e e n  fr ie n d  lio p p e d  r a th e r  la z ily  a cro ss  the 
d e s k ,r e p e a te d  th e  w h is t le  w ith  w h ic h h e h a d  entered , 
—  a s  i f  to  s a y  g o o d - n ig h t ,—  a n d  w e n t  o u t in to  tho 
d a r k . I  p r o c e e d e d  w ith  m y  w o r k  a n d  s o o n  forgot 
m y  v is ito r . B u t  j u d g c  m y  s u rp r is e  w h c n  on the 
n e x t  n ig h t  h e  a g a in  a p p c a re d , a g a in  s ig n a le d  his 
c o m in g  w ith  h is  m u s ic a l c r y , a n d  a g a in  to o k  u p  his 
p o s itio n  u n d e r  m y  la m p .

F o r  n e a r ly  th re e  w e e k s  d id  m y  s m a ll  fr ie n d  visit
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n ig h tly , a n d  
'.me e v e n in g  
h e  b r o u g h t  
an a c q u a in t-  
an ce, p e r h a p s  
ev e n  h is  s o n  o r 
cou sin . H is  ro la tiv e  
ivas v e r y  s m a ll  a n d  
ra th e r  s h y ;  fo r  a  lo n g  
tim e  h e  w o u ld  n o t  v e n tu re  
fu rth e r  th a n  th e  s il l ,  a n d  e v e n  
w h en , a t  th e  s o lic ita t io n  o f  h is  
c o m p a n io n , h e  d id  su m m o n  c o u r a g e  to 
h o p  o n  th e  d e s k , h e  w o u ld  n o t  co m e  
u n d e r  t h e  la m p  a n d  h a v e  a  lu sc io u s 
s u p p e r , a s  h e  m ig h t  h a v e  d o n e . T h e  
e id er o n e  a n d  I  b e c a m e  g r e a t  fr ie n d s .
H o u se  f lic s  w e re  h is  s p e c ia l  d e lic a c y .

S te a ltK ily  c r a w lin g  u p  th e  p a in te d  
w all, c l in g in g  to  th e  s m o o tb  su rfa c e  w ith  th c  litt le  
d isk s, o r  s u c k e r s , o n  h is  fe e t , h e  w o u ld  d r a w  c lo s c  u p  to 
h is  b o d y  firs t  o n e  h in d  I c g  a n d  th e n  th c  o th e r , a n d  
w hen  w ith in  p r o p e r  d is ta n c e , h e  w o u ld  d a v t fo r w a rd  

a n d , s n a tc h in g  th c  f ly ,  w o u id  s w in g  h e a d  d o w n w a rd , 
h is  h in d  fe e t  f ir m ly  g lu e d  to  th e  w a l l ! T h e n ,  a t ta c h in g  
h is  fo r e fc e t, h e  w o u ld  m o v c  o n  in  q u o s t  o f  a n o th e r.

H e  n e v e r  m is s e d  h is  a im , a n d  h e  w o u ld  q u ic t ly  an d  
c a lm ly  z ig z a g  u p  a n d  d o w n  th c  sic ic-w all a fte r  e v e r y  
fly  h e  s a w  th e r e . H e  b e c a m e  q u ite  a c c u s to m e d  to 
m e, a n d  w o u id  h o p  o n  m y  h a n d , a n d  s it  th c r e  lo o k in g  
a t  m e w ith  a  g r a v e  c o m p o s u r c  lu d icv o u s to  b e lio ld .

T h e  fin a l d a y s  o f  s u m m e r  ca rn e  a t  la s t , h o w e v e r , 
a n d  w ith  th e m  c o o l a n d  fr o s ty  n ig h ts . H e  e v id e n t ly

t h o u g h t  h e  w a s  sa fe  in  m y  r o o m , a n d  th e r e fo re  

r e s o lv e d  to  m a k e  h is  w in te r  h o m e  w ith  m e . A  
r u s tic  s ta n d  o f  flo w e rs  s to o d  in  o n e  c ó r n e r  o f  th e  
ro o m , a n d  in  th e  c a rt lt  a n d  le a v e s  w h ic h  i t  h e ld  
d id  h e  (u n k n o w n  to  u s) m a k e  h is  l i t t le  b e d . A l a s ! 

a l a s ! D u r in g  th e  w in te r  a  h e a v y  w e ig h t  w as 
p la c e d  o n  th e  s ta n d , a n d  in  th c  s p r in g , u p o n  
th e  r e m o v a l o f  th e  w e ig h t ,  w e  fo u n d  th e  
s h r iv e lc d  b o d y  o f  m y  l it t le  fr ie n d — a  v ic tim  

to  m is p la c e d  c o n fid e n c c  in  m an . 
O fte n  h a v e  I m o u r n e d  h is  lo ss .

F o r  th e  b e n e f it  o f  th o s e  o f 
m y  r e a d e rs  w h o  m a y  n o t  h a v e  

se e n  a  tre e -fro g , I m a y  a d d  th a t  
it  is  in  a p p e a r a n c e  s im ila r  to  a 
s m a ll p o n d -fro g , b u t  o f  a  b e a u t i­
fu l c le a r  g r c c n  c o lo r . O n  c a c h  

to e  o f  e a c h  fo o t th c r e  is  a  s m a ll 
d is lq o r  c iip -s h a p c d  s u c k c r , fro m  
w h ic h  b y  p r e s s u r e  it  c a n  a t  o n ce  
e x c lu d c  a ir, a n d  s o  a ita c h  it s e lf  
to  th e  s m o o th e st su rfa c e , w a lk ­

in g  c a lm ly  a c ro s s  a  c e i l in g  
a s  e a s ily  a s  its  p v e y , th e  fly , 

d o e s. I t  h a s  tw o  cries. In  tre e s, 
its  u su a l h a u n t  in  s u m m e r , b e ­

fo re  ra in  it u tte rs  a  s h rill, p ie r c in g  
c r y , t lia t  is  h a rs h  a n d  d e a fc n in g . 

T h e  o th e r  c r y  is Che b ird -lik e , 
lo w  w h is tle  I h a v e  a lr e a d y  a l-  

lu d c d t o .  Y o u  m a y  lo o k  for 
h o u rs  fo r h im  in  a  t r e c  w ith ­

o u t  s u c c e ss , a s  h e  lie s  
m o tio n le s s , h is  Isody
fla tte n e d  a lo n g  a l im b , 
h is c o lo r  id e n tic a l w ith  

th a t  o f  th e  b a r k  o r 
le a f  o n  w h ic h  h e  rests.
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F A R M E R  N I C K ’ S S C A R E C R O W ,

B v  N o r a  E .  C r o s i i y .

O u t  iii th e  c o rn  f ic ld , g r o u p c d  to g e th e r ,
A  f lo c k  o f  cro w s  d is c u s s e d  th e  w e a th e r .

O b s c r v in g  th e m , th r if ty  fa r m e r  N ic k  
D e c la r e d  th a t  th o  cro w s w c r c  “  g c t t in ' to o  t h ic k .”

O n e  r a in y  d a y  th e  fa rm e r  w e n t  ou t 
T o  v ie w  t h c  c o rn  f ie ld s  ly in g  a b o u t ;

H e  n e a re d  th e  u m b r c l la ; lo o k e d  in s id e ;
A n d  w h a t  h e  s a w , m a d e  h im  la u g h  t i i l  h e  cried !

I m u s t  h a v e  a  s c a r e c r o w — th a t  is  tr u e :  
N o w , w o u ld  n o t  th a t  o íd  u m b r e lla  d o  ? ”

S o  in to  th e  h o u se  t lie  fa rm e r  w cn t,
A n d  a w a y  tu  th c  fie ld  th c  um iD rella sen t.

F o r  in  th c r c , o u t  o f  th e  r a in y  w e a th e r ,
A  d o ze n  c r o w s  w e re  h u d d le d  t o g e t h e r !

S o  t lic  fa r m e r , la u g h in g  a s  fa rm c rs  sh o u ld , 
S a i d :  “  I fe a r  m y  s c a r e c r o w  d id  l i t t le  g o o d .”

Ayuntamiento de Madrid



M A R V I N  A N D  H I S  B O Y  H U N T E R S . *

B y  M a u r i c e  T h o m p s o n .

C h a p t e r  X I X .

G É T T I N G  R E A D Y  F O R  F L O R I D A .

U n c l e  C h a r l e y  a n d  M r. M a rv in  sp e n t ü ic  

n e x t  tw o  w e e k s  in  d r i l l in g  th e  b o y s  in  the 
o f w in g - s h o o t in g ;  fo r , th o u g h  N e i l  a n d  H u g h  h a d  
m a d e  g r e a t  p r o g r e s s  in  th e  m e th o d  o f  h a n d h n g  

th e ir  g u n s , t h e y  h a d , a s  y e t ,  s c a r c e ly  le a r n e d  th e  
o f  t l ic  th e o r y  a n d  a r t  o f  s h o o tm g . 

T h e y  h a d  fa lle n  in to  so ra c  fa u lts , to o , d u r in g  th e  

tr ip , a n d  th e s e  w e re  a  g v e a t  d e a l h a r d c r  to  g e t  n d  

o f  th a n  t h e y  h a d  b e e n  to a c q u ire .
D u r in g  th e s e  tivo  w e e k s , th e  fo l lo w in g  w a s  th e  

o rd e r  o f  a ffa ir s  e a c h  d a y : T h e y  a ró s e  in  th e  m o rn ­
in g  in  tim e  fo r  b r e a k fa s t  a t  s ix  o ’ c lo c k ;  a fte r  
b r e a k fa s t  t h e y  h a d  a  d r ill  in  s h o o tm g  t i l l  te n  ; th en  
c a m c  tw o  h o u rs  o f  s tu d y  fo r  th e  b o y s , w h ile  U n e le  
C h a r le y  a n d  M r. M a r v in  r o d c  o v e r  th e  p la n t a t io n ; 
d in n e r  w a s  s e rv e d  a t  o n e  a n d  la s te d  a n  h o u r , a fte r 
w h ic h  t h e  b o y s  w e re  freo  fo r  tw o  h o u rs  ; th e n  c a m c  
a n o th e r  h o u r  o f  c a r e fu l d r ill ,  fo llo w e d  b y  a  I ig h t  
s u p p e r ;  th en  tw o  h o u r s  o f  c h a t t in g  o r  r e a d in g , a n d

to  b c d  a t  e ig h t .
M r. M ar-vin ’s  m e th o d  o f  d r ill in g  th e  b o y s  w as so 

s im p le  t h a t  a n y  o n e  c a n  fo l lo w  i t  w ith  v e r y  h ttle  
tr o u b le . H e  m a d e  a  s p r in g -tr a p  o f  a  f le x ib le , e la s- 

tic  p ie c e  o f  w o o d , fo u r  fe e t  lo n g  a n d  th r e e  m c h e s  
w id e  b y  a  h a l f  in c h  th ic k , w h ic h  h e  fa s tc n e d  a t  
o n c  e n d  s e c u r e ly  to  a  th ic k  b o a r d , its  m id d le  rc st­
in g  f in n ly  o n  a  c le a t ,  a t  a n  a n g le  o f  a b o u t  
th ir ty  d e g r e e s . U p o n  th e  u p p e r  o r  fr e e  e n d  of 
th is  s p r in g -p ie c e  h e  fa s te n c d  a  tin  b la c k m g - b o x  

h o llo w  s ld c  u p . A  n o tc h e d  t r ig g e r  w a s  fix e d  
b y  a  h in g e  to  th e  b o a r d  in  s u c h  a  w a y  th a t, 
w h e n  th e  s p r in g  w a s  Isent d o w n w a r d  o v e r  the 
c le a t, th e  n o tc h  c o u ld  b e  m a d e  to  h o ld  it  in  th at 
p o s itio n  u n ti l it  w a s  re le a s e d  b y  p u l l i n g  a  lo n g  
c o rd  a tta c h e d  to  th e  to p  e n d  o f  th e  t r ig g e r .  T h is  

t ra p  w a s  u s e d  a s  fo llo w s  :
T h e  e la s tic  p ie c e  w a s  b e n t  d o w n  a n d  m a d e  fo s t 

b y  th o  n o tc h  in  th e  t r ig g e r . A n y  s r a a ll o b je c t  
u p o n  w h ic h  s h o t  w o u ld  ta k e  e ffe c t  w a s  th e n  

p la c e d  in  th o  b o x . T h o  p u llin g -s tr in g  b e m g  s ix ty  
fe e t  lo n g ,  w h e n  a l l  w a s  r e a d y , t h e  s h o o te r  sto o d  
e ig h te e n  y a r d s  fr o m  th e  tr a p , w h ile  th e  p u lle r  to o k  
u p  h is  p o s itio n  a  U ttle  b e h in d  a n d  to  o n e  s id e  o f  
h im . W h e n  th e  s h o o te r  w a s  r e a d y , h e  s a id :  
“  P u l í  1 ”  a n d  in s ta n t ly  th e  p u lle r  g e n t ly  d rc w  th e  
s tr in g , w h ic h  re le a s e d  th e  “  h e n d e r ”  o f  th e  tra p , 
a n d  th e  s m a ll  p o ta to  o r  b lo c k  o f  w o o d , o r  w h a te v e r

fo r m e d  th e  t a r g e t ,  w a s  th ro w n  in to  th e  a ir , a n d  

s h o t  a t  b e fo re  it  fell.
T h e  w id e  b o a r d , w h ic ii  fo r m e d  th e  b a s e  o f  th o 

tr a p , w a s  fa s tc n e d  fir m ly  to  th e  g r o u n d , b y  d riv -  
i n g  lo n g  s ta k c s  t h r o u g h  h o le s  m a d e  in  it  fo r  th e  

p u rp o se .
T r a p s  w ith  s te c l  s p r in g s , a n d  h o llo w  g la s s  b a lls  

fo r  ta r g e ts , c a n  b e  h a d  o f  d c a le r s  in  s p o r ts m e n ’s 
g o o d s ;  b u t  t h e y  a re  q u ite  e x p e n s iv e , a n d  M r. 
M a r v in ’s a r r a n g e m e n t  is  ju s t  a s  g o o d .

N e i l  a n d  H u g h  a t  first s h o t  w ith  a  s in g le  
t r a p ; th e n  tw o  w e re  u s e d  fo r  p r a c t ic in g  a t  d o u b le  
w in g -s h o o tin g . S o m e tim e s  M r. M a r v in  w o u ld  
h a v e  th e m  tu rn  th e ir  h a d e s  to  th e  tr a p , w ith  d ire c- 
tio n s to  w h e e l a b o u t a n d  fir e , a t  th e  w o rd  “  p u l! .”  
T h is  d r ill  w a s  intei-sp evsed  w ith  so m e  p le a s a n t  ta lk  
o n  s h o o t in g  a n d  o n  th e  h a b its  o f  g a ra e -b itd s . M r. 
M a r v in  h im s e lf  so m e tim e s  to o k  a  g u ti a n d  p er- 
fo r m c d  so m e  q u ite  w o n d e rfu l fe a ts  o f  m a rk s m a n ­
s h ip  F o r  in s ta n c c , w ith  h is  rifle  h e  h it  a  p o ta to  
tw ic e  b e fo re  it  c o u ld  fa ll  fro m  th e  h e ig h t  o f  fifteen  
fe e t  w h e n  th ro w n  in to  th e  a ir. B u t  th e  m a m  th in g  
th a t  h e  s o u g h t  to  te a c h  th e  b o y s  w a s  th e  h a b it  
o f  a ira ii ig  co rrccC ly  a n d  o f  h a n d lin g  th e ir  g u n s  
c a r e fu lly . T h e ir  n e x t  tr ip  w as to  b e  a  lo n g  o n e , m  
w h ic h  N e i l  a n d  H u g h  w o u ld  n e c e s s a r ily  h a v e  to 
d e p e n d  la r g e lv  u p o n  th e m s e lv e s , a n d  it  w a s  M r. 
M a r v in ’s d e s ire  to  h a v e  th e m  so  tr a in c d  t h a t  n o  

a c c id e n t  n e e d  b e  fea red .
U n e le  C h a r le y  h a d  w r it te n  to  a n  o íd  h u n t in g  

fr ie n d  w h o  l iv e d  o n  th e  G u l f  c o a s t  o f  F lo r id a ,  to 
h ir e  h im  a  g o o d  s ta n c h  b o a t  la r g e  e n o u g h  fo r 
th e  w h o le  p a r ty  a n d  th e ir  lu g g a g e ,  c a m p  e q u ip a g e , 
d o g s , et cetera. T h e  p la n  w a s  to  c o a s t  fro m  S t. 
M a r k s  to  s o m e  p o in t  o n  th e  lo w e r  p a r t  o f  th e  
F lo r id a  p e n ín s u la , s to p p in g  w h e r e v e r  t h e y  p le a se d  
t o  g o  in to  c a m p  a n d  h u n t ;  M r. M a iw in ’s o b jc c t  
b e in g  to  c o lle c t  p lu in e s  fo r  th e  m a r k e t ,  a n d  b ird -  
s k in s  a n d  ta r e  s p e c im e n s  o f  a n y  k in d  fo r  th e  

S m ith s o n ia n  In s titu to .
T h e  t h o u g h t  o f  g o in g  a w a y  d o w n  to  th e  h a u n ts  

o f  th e  h c r o n , th e  g o ld e n  p lo v c r , th e  ib is , th e  sp o o n - 
b i l l ,  t h e  c ry in g -b iv d , th e  s n a k c -b ir d , th e  a llig a to r , 
a n d  th o  p a n th e r , o f  s e e in g  th e  o r a n g e  g r o v e s , th e  
p a lm - 'r e e s , th e  w ild  s e m i-tr o p ic a l ju n g le s ,  th e  m a n - 
g r o v e  is la n d s , a n d  t h e  d r c a m y  la g o o n s , a n d  o f  
c o a s t in g  a lo n g  th e  b o r d e r  o f  th e  G u l f  S tre a m , 
u n d e r  th e  fa ir  S o u th e rn  s k y , so  c h a r m c d  th e  b o y s  

t h a t  t h e y  c o u ld  s c a r c e ly  s le e p  o r eat.
S a m s o n  sa id  h e  d i d n o t c a r c  a b o u t g o m g  d o w n

to  d e m  y a l le r g a t o r s w a m p s ,” a n d  h e  “  re c k o n ’d  h e  d .

- C o p y r i g l i l ,  1 8 8 3 , b y  M a u r i c e  T h o m p s o n .
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s ta y  a t  h o m e  b u t  J u d g e  w is h e d  to  g o  w h e r e v e r  
N e i l  a n d  H u g h  w e n t , e v e n  i f  th e r e  w as d a n g e r .

N e i l  s e n t fo r  a  n e w  s k e tc h - b o o k  a n d  a d ia r y , a 
s u p p ly  o f  p e n c ils  a n d  w a te r-c o lo r s , a n d  a  h a n d - 
b o o k  o f  b o ta n ic a l d r a w in g . H e  w a s  r e s o h 'e d  to 

'S p e n d  m o re  t im e  th a n  fo r m e r ly  in s k c t c h i n g ;  fo r 
i t  s u rp r is e d  h im  n o » ' to  fin d  h o w  w e ll  s o m e  o f  his 
s k e tc h e s  lo o k e d .

It  p lc a s e d  th e  lio y s  g r e a t ly  w h e n  t h e y  saw  an  
a c c o u n t  o f  th e ir  b e a r  a d v c n tu r c , f i l l in g  a lm o s t  a 
c o lu m n  o f  th e ir  h o m e  p a p e r , The B e la ir  Bugle. A  
r e p ó r te r  h a d  o b ta in e d  th e  p a r t ic u la r s  b y  in ter- 
v ie w in g  th e ir  fa th e r , a n d  h a d  th e n  d re s s e d  th e m  u p  
u n til th e  a ffa ir  r e a l ly  h a d  th e  r in g  o f  a  th r ill in g  
e n c o u n te r .

“  W h a t  w ill  T o m  D a le  a n d  th e  r e s t  o f  th e  
b o y s  t h in k  o f  t h a t ?  ”  e x c la im e d  H u g h  d e l ig b te d ly .  
“  W o n t  t h c y  w ish  t h e y  w e r e  a lo n g  w ith  u s  ? ”

“ W h a t  w ill  t h e y  s a y  w h e n  t h e y  se e  th a t  sa m e  
b e a r ’s s k in  u s e d  b y  P a p a  fo r  a  la p - n ig  in  h is  
s l e i g h ? ”  sa id  N e il.  “ T h a t  ’ll  p to v e  to  th em  
th a t  th o  s to r y  is  t r u e .”

“  I m e a n  to  s e n d  P a p a  a  p a n th e r ’s  s k in  fro m  
F lo r i d a ,”  s a id  H u g h .

“ A n d  a  fin e  c o lle c t io n  o f  a llig a to r s ' t e e t h ,”  
a d d e d  N e il.

“  A n d  I ’l l  k i l l  a  ro s e a te  s p o o n -b ill a n d  g e t  M r. 
M a r v in  to  m o u n t  i t ,  a s  h e  d id  th e  o w l, a n d  I ’ ll 
se n d  i t  to  T o m  D a le ,”  s a id  H u g h .

T h e  e v e n in g s  w e re  n o w  q u ite  c o id  in T e n n e s s e e . 
T h e r e  w a s  a  l ig h t  fa ll  o f  s n o w , a n d  th e  w in d  w as 
s h a r p  a n d  k e e n . U n e le  C h a r le y ’s  s it t in g -r o o m  
h a d  a  w id e  fir e -p la c e  w ith  t a l l  b ra s s  a n d iro n s  a n d  
a  s to n e  h e a rth . A  b i g  w o o d  fir e  l la m e d  a n d  c r a c k le d  
th e r e  c o n s ta n t ly , a n d  th e  b o y s  t h o u g h t  th e r e  w ere  
fe w  th in g s  m o re  e n jo y a b le  a n d  c o m fo r ta b le  th an  
to  s it  b e fo r e  it  in  an  a r m - c h a ir  a n d  l is te n  to  a 
g o o d  s to r y  r e a d  a lo u d .

U n e le  C h a r le y  h a d  b u t  few  b o o k s  th a t  w o u ld  
in te re s t  b o y s . H e  to o k  a l i  t h c  m a g a z in e s , h o w ­
e v e r , a n d  th e  London F ie ld  a n d  s e v e r a l A m e r ic a n  
jo u r n a ls  d e v o te d  to  s h o o t in g  a n d  f is h in g , s o  th a t  
N e i l  a n d  H u g h  fo u n d  p le n t y  o f  g o o d  r e a d in g  
m a tte r  q u ite  s u ite d  to  Ih e ir  p r c v a i l in g  l in e  o f  
th o u g h t . T h e n  M r, M a r v in  w as g e n e r a l ly  r e a d y  
w ith  r e m in is c e n c c s  o f  h is  h u n t in g  a d v e n tu re s , h i­
to  w h ic h  h e  a lw a y s  m a n a g e d  to  in s c r t  s o m e  g o o d  
a d v ic e , o r  s o m e  w is e  s u g g e s t io n s , in te n d e d  fo r  th c  
b c n c f it  o f  th e  b o y s .

S o  th e  t im e  p a s s e d , a n d  a t  la s t  th e  d a y  o f  th e ir  
d e p a r tu r e  fo r  F lo r id a  a rr iv e d . O n c e  m o re  th e y  
w c r e  o n  t h e  cai-s, ( ly in g  s o u th w a rd  a t  th e  ra te  o f 
th ir t y  o r  fo r ty  m ile s  a n  h o u r . W e  n e e d  n o t  fo llo w  
th e m  s te p  b y  s te p . L e t  u s  h u t r y  to  th e  w a rm , 
g r e e n  g u lf ,  a n d  fin d  th e m  s a i l in g  o v e r  its b o s o m , 

th e ir  l i t t le  v e s s e l s ta n c h  a n d  tru e , a n d  a l l  o f  th e m  
a s  jo y o u s  a s  th e  s w e e t  se a -b re e z e  itse lf.

C h a p t e r  X X .

D R I F T I N G  A L O N G  T H E  C O A S T .

H a v e  y o u  e v e r  s a ile d  o n  Ih e  G u l f  o f  M éx ico ?  
In  w in te r  th e  w a te r  n e a r  th e  w e s t  c o a s t  o f  thc 
p e n ín s u la  o f  F lo r id a  is  u s u a lly  a s  c a lm  a s  a n  inlam ! 
p o n d , s o  fa r  a s  b i g  w a v e s  a r e  c o n c e r n e d , a n d  thc 
b r e e z c s  s e e m  s p e c ia l ly  d e s ig n e d  to  m a k e  sa ilin g  
sa fe  a n d  e n jo y a b le .

T h e  b o a t  th a t  U n e le  C h a r le y  h a d  ch arterei! 
w a s  c a l le d  t h e  “  W a t e r - fo w l,”  a n d  iv as  aboui 
th ir ty  fe e t lo n g ,  b y  te n  o r  tiv e lv e  fe e t  w id e , d eckctl 
o v e r  fo r  a b o u t  h a l f  its  le n g t h ,  a n d  fu rn ish e d  with 
a  s u p p le in e n ta r y  c a n v a s  a w n in g , w h ic h  c o u ld  bt 
u se d  o r ta k e n  d o w n  a t  p le a s u re . I t  w a s  viggcd  
w ith  a  m a in s a il a n d  j i b ,  h a d  a  c e n ic r -b o a r d , and 
w a s , in  fa c t , a  v e r y  s ta n c h , i f  n o t  a  v e r y  fast or 
b e a u tifu l l i t t le  cra ft.

U n e le  C h a r le y  h a d  h ire d  t h e  o w n e r  o f  thc 
“  W a t c r - fo w l ,”  A n d r e a  G ó m e z , to  g o  a lo n g  as 
sa iiin g -m a s tc r . H e  w a s  o f  S p a n is h  d e s c e n t , about 
fifty  y e a r s  o íd , s h o r t , b r o a d -s h o u ld c r c d , a n d  v e n  
d a r k . H e  w a s  a  g o o d  s a iio r , a n d  k n e w  alm os; 
e v e r y  is la n d  a n d  r e e f  a n d  r iv e r  o n  th e  F lorid;; 
coast.

I t  w o u ld  b e  d iff ic u lt  to  e x a c t ly  d e s c r ib e  th c  sen 
s a tio n s  o f  N e i l  a n d  H u g h ,  a s  th e y  fe lt  th e  s e a  pal- 
p it a t in g  u n d e r  th e m , w h ile  th e  g e n t le  b r e e z e  ble»  
th e m  a lo n g  a t  th e  r a te  o f  fo u r  ra ile s  a n  h o u r.

N e i l  s to o d  u p o n  th e  l i t t le  d e c k  a n d  g a z c d  dream  
i ly  a b o u t  h im . W h a t  d id  h e  s e e ?  In  o n e  d irec­
tio n  a  lo w , d a r k  s h o r e  o f  m a r s h -g r a s s  a n d  tan gled  
w o o d s, w ith  a  b o r d e r  o f  s h in in g  w h ite  s a n d ; in 
e v e r y  o th e r  d ir e c t io n , a  s h e e t  o f  g v e e n -b lu c  w ater, 
th a t  m e t  th e  s k y  a n d  b le n d e d  w ith  it  in  a  crea in y  
l in e  a t  t h e  h o riz o n . H o w  v e r y ,  v e r y  fa r  aw ay 
s e e m e d  h is  h o m e  a t  B e la ir ,  in  c o id  a n d  snow\ 
I llin o is  !

T h e  s u n  b ca m e ci d o w n  u p o n  t h e  d e c k  w ith  real 
s u m m e r  fe rv o r , b u t  th c  b re e z e  w as c o o l a n d  sw eet. 
A  fe w  g u lls ,  d r if t in g  h e r e  a n d  th e r e , fla s h e d  thciv 
w in g s  in  th e  l ig h t ,  a n d  sw a rrn s o f  p e lic a n s  svhcelcd 
a r o u n d  th e  s a n d y  b a r s  a lo n g  th e  s h o re . A s  the 

b o a t  k e p t  o n  its  c o u rs e , th e  o u tlin e  o f  th c  shore 
s e e m e d  to  b r c a k  u p  in to  fr a g m e n ta , h u n d ro d s  of 
s m a ll is la n d s  a p p c a r in g  a lo n g  t h e  c o a st, N ow  

a n d  th e n  a  p ic tu rcsc|u c g r o v e  o f  p a lm e tto -tre e s  
sto o d  u p  in  c lc a r  r e l ie f  fro m  th e  s a n d  r id g e s  o n  the 

m a in - la n d . S o m e  g u lf-c a p s , th o se  s tr a n g e  clo u d s 
o f  th e  S o u th e rn  s e a , h o v e r c d  in  th e  fa r  w estern  
h o rizo n .

M v. G ó m e z , t h c ^ i l i n g - m a s t c r ,  w a s  a  v e r y  q u iet 
m a n , a n d  sa t b y  th e  t il lc r  a ll  d a y ,  s m o k in g  a  sh ort 
p ip e  m o st o f  th e  tim e.

M r. M a r v in  a n d  U n e le  C h a r le y  lo u n g e d  in  th c 
a fte r  p a rt  o f  th e  b o a t, t a lk in g  o r  r e a d in g . J u d g e
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s le p t  o n  h is  b a c k  in  th e  w a r m  s u n s h in e , w ith  h is  

h e a d  b a r e  a n d  h is  fa c e  to w a r d  th e  s k y .
W h e n  n ig h t  fe ll , th e  s lo o p  w a s  r u n  in  a m o n g  

so m e  s h o r e  is la n d s to  a  s h a llo w , s h e ltc r e d  sp o t, 
a n d  a n c h o re d . T l ie v e  b e in g  n o  p la c o  to  la n d , 
s u p p e r  w a s  c o o k e d  o n  b o a r d , a n d  th e  w h o le  p a r ty  

s lc p t  in  th e  v e s s e l.
N e x t  d a y  th e  b re e z e  w a s  fr e s h e r , a n d  th e  w a v e s  

ra n  so  h ig h  th a t  N e il,  H u g h ,  a n d  J u d g c  w e re  sea- 
s ic k ;  b u t  th e  s lo o p  h o w le d  s te a d ily  o n , n o tw ith -  
s ta n d in g , a n d  m a d e  m a n y  m ile s  b e fo r e  n ig h t  fe ll 
a g a in . I t  w a s  a  t e r r ib ly  lo n g  d a y  fo r  th e  s ic k  
b o y s , a n d  t h e y  w e re  g la d  in d e e d  w h e n  a  la n d in g  
w a s  m a d e  o n  a  d r y , s a n d y  is la n d , a n d  t h e y  w e re  
p e r m itte d  to  g o  a sh o r e  to  s le e p . S u c h  a  s lc e p  as 

t h e y  h a d ,  to o , o n  th e  w a r m  s a n d  w ith  th e  sa lt, 

d e lic io u s  b re e z e  o f  th c  
g u l f  b lo w in g  o v e r  th e m  !
W h e n  t h e y  a w o k e , th e

s o m e w h a t l ik e  a  s m a ll  c ra w -fish , h a d  b e c o m e  

ta n g ic d  in  J u d g e ’s  w o o l w h ile  h e  w as b a th in g .
J u d g e  p u t  u p  h is  h a n d , a n d  to u c h e d  th c  sq u irm - 

in g  th in g .
“ T a k c ’ im  o f f !  T a k e ’im  o f f ! ”  h e  s h o u te d , 

p r a n c in g  a r o u n d  o n  th e  s a n d , h is  w id c -o p e n  e y e s  

s e e r a in g  a lm o s t  tw ic e  th e ir  n a tu r a l size.
N e i l  a n d  H u g h  h e ld  t lie ir  s id e s  a n d  la u g h e d  

a s  o n ly  m e r r y  b o y s  c a n . N o  m o n k e y  e v e r  w e n t 
th r o u g h  m o re  c o m ic a l co n to rtio n s  o f  fa c e  a n d  

b o d y  th a n  d id  J u d g e , a s  h e  d a n c e d  fr a n t ic a lly  a b o u t 
in  h is  fr ig h t. W i t h  h is  a rm s a k im b o  a n d  h is  le g s  
b o w e d  o u tw a rd , h e  “ ju m p e d  u p  a n d  d o w n ”  o n  

th e  b e a c h , y e i l in g  a t  th e  to p  o f  h is  v o ic e  :

N E I L  b H O O T S  A  S N A K E - R I R D . ( S E E  P A C E  '

su n  w a s  a lm o s t  a n  h o u r  h ig h , a n d  U n e le  C h a r le y  
h a d  b e e n  f is h in g  w ith  fin e  s u c c e ss , a n d  h a d  b r o u g h t  

in  s e v e r a l  th r e e -p o u n d  s h e e p ’s-hcacl.
M r. M a r v in  h a d  b e e n  a r o u n d  th e  is la n d  w ith  his 

g u n , b u t  h a d  s e c n  n o th in g  w o rth  s h o o tin g .
A s  for M r. G ó m e z , h e  h a d  m a d e  c o ffe e  a n d  p r e ­

p a re d  a n  e x c e l le n t  b re a k fa s t .
N e i l  a n d  H u g h  a n d  J u d g e  ra n  d o w n  a n d  b a th e d  

in  th c  su rf, a n d  w h e n  th e y  Im d d re sse d  th e m s e lv e s , 

t h e y  fe lt  a s  fresh  a n d  h a p p y  a s  i f  th e y  lia d  n e v e r  

h c a r d  o f  s e a -s ic k n c ss .
“  O h , lo o k  in  J u d g e ’s h a ir  ! ”  c r ie d  N c il ,  a s  th e y  

s ta rte d  fo r  th e  c a m p .
H u g h  lo o k e d  a n d  b e g a n  to  la u g h  m c r n ly .  A  

“ f id d lc r -c v a b ,”  o n e  o f  th o se  fu n n y  i it t lc  a n im a ls .

“ I t ’ll  b ite  m e !  T a k e  ’ im  off, q u ic k ;  T a k e

’im  off, q u ic k  I ”
H u g h  h a d  p it y  o n  h im  a t  la s t  a n d  b r u s h e d  the

ficU llcr off.
“  1 ’s c  n o t  g w in c  in te r  d a t  w a te r  n o  m o r e ,”  J u d g e  

m u tte r e d , w a lk in g  a w a y  in d ig n a n tly .
W lic n  lir c a k fa s t  w a s  o v e r , t h e y  a ll w e n t  a b o a rd  

o f  th e  “  W a tc r - fo w l ”  a n d  s a ile d  a w a y  to  th c  so u th -  

w ard .
T w o  m o ro  d a y s  ¡ja sse d  w ith o u t a n y  a d v e n tu re  

o f  s p e c ia l  in te re st. B u t  th e  v o y a g e  g r e w  m o re  
a n d  m o re  d e lig h tfu l a n d  c n te r ta in in g  a l l  t h e  tim e . 
T h e y  saw  v a s t  n u m b c r s  o f  a q u a tic  b ir d s  lio v c r in g  
a b o u t  s tr a n g e  is la n d s  o r f ly in g  h ig h  o v c v h c a d  in 

lo n g  a n g u la r  lines-
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N e ii sa t u p o n  th e  d e c k  a n d  w ro te  in  h is  d ia ry , 
o r s k e tc h c d  w h a te v e r  sc e n e s  h e  th o u g h t  w o rth  
r c m e m b e r in g .

O n c  d a y  a s  t h e y  w e r e  p a s s in g  n e a r  a n  isla n d  
t l ic y  s a w  a  n u m b e r  o f  s n ip e  s e tt le  d o w n  o n  a 
m a rs h -m e a d o w , a n d  th e  b o y s  a s k e d  th e  p r iv ilc g c  
o f  g o in g  a sh o re  a n d  s h o o tin g  so m e . O n e  o f  fo u r 
fo ld in g  c a n v a s  b o a ts  th a t  U n e le  C h a r le y  h a d  p ro - 
v id e d  w as b r o u g h t  o u t  a n d  la u n c h e d .

“  N o w ,”  sa id  M r, M a r v in , a s  th e  b o y s  to o k  th e ir  
p la c e s  in  th e  i i t t le  c ra ft , w ith  N e i l  a t  th e  o a rs, 
“ d o n ’t  k i l l  m o r e  th a n  tw e n ty  o r  th ir ty . T h a t  
w ill  b e  a s  m a n y  a s  w e  c a n  u se , a n d  y o u  k n o w  w e  
lla v e  a g r e e d  n o t  to  d c s trn y  a n y  b ir d s  fo r  m ere  
w a n to n n c s s .”

N e il  p r o m is e d  th a t  t h e y  w o u ld  n o t  tra n s g re s s  
th e  ru le , a n d  th e n , b e n d in g  to  th e  o a rs , h e  p u lle d  
a sh o re . T h e y  fo u n d  s o m e  d iff ic u lty  in  m a k in g  a  
la n d in g , th e  sh o rc  b e in g  v e r y  m u d d y , b u t  a t  la s t  
t h e y  fo u n d  firm  fo o t in g . B a c k  a  few  s te p s  fro m  
th e  w a te r  th e  m e a d o iv  w a s  h ig h e r  a n d  th e  w a lk in g  
g o o d . T h e y  s e p a r a te d  a  l i t t ie ,  e a c h  s h a r p ly  o n  
th e  lo o k o u t  fo r  a  firs t  s h o t  a t  th e  g a m e . T h e y  
h a d  n e v e r  h u n te d  s n ip e , a n d , s a v e  s u c h  In fo rm a tio n  
a s  N e i l  h a d  g a th e r e d  fro m  b o o k s , t h e y  w e re  u n ac- 
q u a in te d  w ith  th e  b ir d ’s h a b its .

T h e  s lo o p  h a d  c o m e  to  a n c h o r , a n d  M r. M a rv in  
a n d  U n e le  C h a r le y  w a tc h e d  fro m  th e  d e c k  a s  tlie  
b o y s  p r o c e e d e d  to  t r a m p  o v e r  th e  m e a d o w .

P r e s e n t ly  tw o  s n ip e  s p r a n g  in to  t h e  a ir  in  fr o n t 
o f  H u g h ,  w ith  a  l i t t ie  s h a r p  c r y  th a t  s o u n d e d  lik e  
“  ’s c a p e , ’ s c a p e ,”  a n d  t h e y  d id  e s c a p e . T h e ir  
f l ig h t  w as l i k c  a  c o r k s c r c w  in  its  lin e . H u g h  
b la ze d  a w a y , b u t  d id  n o t  to u c h  a  fe a th e r . A t  th e  
s o u n d  o f  h is  g u n , s e v e r a l m o r e  b ird s  to o k  to  w in g , 
g iv in g  N e i l  a n d  J u d g e  a  c h a n c e  fo r  a  s h o t ;  b u t  
th e y  d id  n o t  d o  a n y  b e t te r  th a n  H u g h . I t  w a s  a 
c a s e  o f  c le a n  m is s in g  fo r  a ll o f  th e m .

U n e le  C h a r le y ,  w lio  w a s  w a tc h in g  th r o u g h  a  
s tr o n g  fie ld -g la s s , la u g h e d  h e a rtily .

“ T h e  b o y s  h a v e  m c t  th e ir  m a t c h ,”  h e  s a id  to 
M r. M a r v in :  “ t h e y  d o n ’t  k n o w  h o w  to  sh o o t 
s n ip e .”

“ E x p e r ie n c e  is  th e  b e s t  m a s t e r ,”  r e p lie d  M r. 
M a r v in ;  “ t h e y ’ll  s o o n  d is c o v e r  h o w  to  a im . It 
b o th c r s  th e  b e s t  o f  sh o ts , fo r  a  w h ile , to  b e c o m e  
a c c u s to m c d  to  a  s n ip c ’s e c c e n tr ic  f l ig h t .”

J u d g e ’s  o íd  f iin t- lo c k  k ille d  th e  first b ird , b u t  it  
w as n ’t  a  sn ip e . I t  w a s  a  c la p p e r -r a il,  c a lle d  b y  
th e  n a tu ra lis ts  Ralbis crepitans, w h ic h  h e  flu sh e d  
fr o m  so m e  t a l l  g r a s s  b c s id e  a  l it t ie  p o n d . T h is  
b ird  fle w  r a th e r  h e a v iiy , a ffo r d in g  J u d g e  a  m o st 
e x c e l le n t  ta r g e t.

N e il  a n d  H u g h  fir e d  s h o t  a fte r  s h o t, b u t  n o t  a  
s n ip e  fell.

“ 1 d o n ’t  b e lie v e  th e s e  c a r tr id g e s  a r e  g o o d  fo r  
a n y t h in g ,”  s a id  H u g h  in  a  h o p c lc s s  to n e.

“  O h , i t ’s  n o t  th e  fa u lt  o f  th e  s h e lls ,”  resp onded 
N e i ! ;  “ i t ’s th e  w r ig g l in g  w a y  th a t  th e s e  snipe 
h a v e  in  f ly i n g ;  a  fe llo w  c a n ’t  c o v e r  th e m . I wish 

M r. M a r v in  w o u lcl c o m e  o v e r ;  h e  w o iiíd  sh o w  us 
h o w  to  h it  t h e m .”

“  W e ll ,  I ’m  n o t  g o in g  to  g iv e  i t  u p ,”  e xc ia im ed  
H u g h . “  1 ’l l  s h o o t  a s  lo n g  a s  m y  s h e lls  h o ld  o u t.” 

J u d g e  k e p t  b a n g in g  a w a y  w itli h is  fu n n y  oíd 
g u n , a n d  « h e n  a t  la s t  l ie  d id  r e a lly  k ill  a sn ipe, 
h is  j o y  h a d  n o  lim it . T h a t  h e  h a d  b a g g e d  lwo 
b ird s  b e fo r e  N e il  o r  H u g h  c o u ld  k i l l  o n c  seem ed  
to  h im  a  m o st g lo r io u s  v ic to ry .

“ M e b b c  y o ’ w o n t c a li  m y  g u n  a ’ o le  b lu n clybiis 
n o  m o r e ! ”  h e  c r ie d , h o ld in g  u p  h is  g a m e  and 
m a k in g  c o m ic a l  g r im a c e s  a t  th e  w h ite  b o y s.

A t  la s t  N c i l  b e g a n  to  u n d e rs ta n d  th e  s p lr a l turns 
o f  th e  s n ip e ’s  f l ig h t ,  a n d  th e n  th e  b ir d s  fe ll at 
n e a r ly  c v e r y  sh o t  h e  fired . H u g h ,  to o , so o n  found 
th e  k n a c k , so  th a t  th e  s p o rt  b e n a m e  v e r y  excitinp , 

U n e le  C h a r le y  w a s  d c lig h t e d  w h c n , b y  th e  aid 
o f  h is  fie ld -g la s s , h e  s a w  th a t  th e  bo)-s u-erc mas- 
te r in g  th e  d iffic u lty .

“ B r a v o ! ”  h e  e x c ia im e d , “ b r a v o !  N c il  is 
k n o c k in g  th e m  d o w n  b e a u t ifu l ly  n oiv . H e  has 
c a u g h t  th e  id e a . T h c r c ,  H u g h  k ille d  o n e . to o ! 
A n o t h e r  o n e  d o w n  fo r  N e i l ,— a n o th e r  fo r  H u gh . 
W h y  th a t  ’s g r a n d  s p o rt  t h e y  ’rc  h a v in g  o v e r  th ere. 
M a r v in ; w e  ’v e  m is s e d  a  t r e a t ! ”

“  Y e s ; b u t  I th o u g h t  w e  ’d  b e t te r  n o t  g o . W c  ’d 
h a v e  k ille d  a l l  w e  n e e d e d  b e f o ie  th e  b o y s  could  
h a v e  g o t  th e ir  h a n d s  in , a n d  th a t  w o u ld  h a v e  cut 
th c m  o u t ,”  r e p l ie d  M r. M a rv in ,

T h e  th r e e  b o y -h u n te r s  k e p t  u p  a  n o is y  fusilladc 
a c ro s s  th e  b ro a d  m a r s h -m e a d o w , a n d  e n t ir c ly  forgot 
t h e ir  p r o m is e , a n d  n o  d o u l)t  w o u ld  h a v e  k ille d  a 
g r e a t  m a n y  m o re  th a n  th ir t) ', i f  M r. M a r v in  had 
n o t  b lo w n  th e  b u g le -h o r n , w h ic h  w a s  th e  sign al 
fo r  th e m  to  re tu rn  to  th e  b o a t .

“  01) , b u t  d id  n ’t  I  h a te  to  q u it  I ”  e x c ia im e d  
H u g h ,  a s  N e i l  w a s  r o w in g  th c m  b a c k . “ I was 
ju s t  b e g in n in g  to  g e t  th e  k n a c k  o f  i t .”

“ D a t ’s j i s  m e , z a c ’ l y , ”  s a id  J u d g c . “ I w as a 
k e t c h in ’ o n te r  d a t  w h ir iy m c g ig  o b  a  w a y  d e y  h as 
o ’ f ly in ’, a n ’ I c o u ld  ’a ’ b r o u g h t  d o w n  h e a p s  ob 
’e m , e f  I  ’d  h a d  a  lit t ie  m o ’ t im e .”

W h e n  t h e y  a l l  w e r e  a b o a rd  th e  s lo o p  a g a in  the 
b ir d s  w e re  c o u n te d , a n d  th e  s c o r e  s to o d  a s  fo l lo w s :

. N c i l ......................................................................................................................... ,3

Hugl>.................................................................................. lo
J u d g e  ..................................................................................................................  3

T o i a l .............................................................28

T h e  c la p p e r - r a il  th a t  J u c lg e  lia d  k i l le d  w a s  not 
in c lu d e d  in  th e  c o u n t, b e c a u s e  M r. M a rv in  sa id  it 
ivas s o  s lo w  in  its  f l ig h t  th a t  i t  w o u ld  n o t  b e  fa ir  to 
rc c k o n  it  in  a  s c o r e  w h e r e  s n ip c - s h c o t in g  h a d  b een  
th e  u n d e r ta k in g .
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F o r  Ihe  re s t  o f  t h e  d a y  t h e y  s a ile d  b e fo re  a  l ig h t  

b re e ze , a n d  a t  n ig h t  th c y  s le p t  o n  d e c k .
N e i l  ra a d e  so m e  d r a w in g s  o f  th e  r a i l  a n d  sn ip e , 

a n d  p u t  a  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  th e  s n ip e -h u n t in  h is  d ia ry , 
T-liev d id  n o t  s to p  to  s h o o t  a n y  m o r e  u n ti l th e y  

r e a c h e d  T a m p a ,  a  to w n  f a t  d o w n  th o  c o a s t  o f  th e  
p e n in s u ia , w h c r c , a s  t h e y  h a d  c x p e c te d . le t te r s  

a n d  p a p c r s  fro m  h o m e  a w a ite d  th e m .
T h e  o r a n g e -g r o v e s  a b o u t  T a m p a  w e r e  lo a d e d  

w ith  lu s c io u s  o r a n g e s , a n d  th c  b a n a n a s  w e r e  n p e  
a n d  m e llo w . U n e le  C h a r le y  s e n t  s f c r a l  la r g e  

b o x e s  o f  b o t h  k in d s  o f  fv u it  a b o a rd  th c  W a te r -  

f o w l ”

C h a p t e r  X X I .

A  P I C U 5  P R I N C I P A L I S .

A F T E R  a  S tay o f  tw o  d a y s  in  T a m p a ,  in  o rd e r  to  
g iv e  U n e le  C h a r le y  t im e  to  w rite  so m e  b u sin es s  
le t te r s ,  a n d  to  e x a m in e  so m c  r e a l  e s tá te  fo r  a  fr ien d  

in  T e n n e s s e e , o u r  p a r ty  s a ile d  o u t o f t h e  b e a u tifu l 
b a v  o f  T a m p a  a t  s u n rise , a n d  tu rn e d  s o u th w a rd  
d o w n  th c  lo n g  S a r a s o ta  v iv e r , o r — m o re  c o r r e c tly  
s p e a k i n g  — b a y ,  th a t  e x tc n d s  a lo n g  th c  p e n ín s u la  

b e tw e e n  th e  c o a s t  is la n d s  o n  o n e  h a n d , a n d  th e  
m a in - la n d  o n  th e  o th e r . In  s o m e  p la c e s , o w m g  to 
la r i ie  ree fs  o f  o y s te r s  a n d  m u d -b a n k s , th e  n a v ig a -  
t io ii o f  th o s e  w a te r s  is  q u ite  d a n g c ro u s , b u t  M v. 
G ó m e z  w as s o  fa m ilia r  w ith  th e  c h a n n e ls  th a t  h e  

k e p t  th e  s lo o p  c le a r  o f  a l l  o b s tru c tio n s .
M r. M a r v in  d e s ir e d  to  fin d  th e  m o u th  o f  a  c e rta m  

la r g c  c r c c k  th a t  e ra p tie s  in to  th e  g u l f  a b o u t  tw e n ty - 
fiv e  tn ile s  b e lo w  th e  n o rth e rn  e n d  o f t h e  b a y ,  a s  h e  
h a d  b e e n  to ld  th a t  th r o u g h  i t  a  fin e  re g ió n  fo r 
p lu m c -h u n t in g  c o u ld  b o  re a c h e d . B u t  it  w as n o  
e a s y  m a tte r  to  d is c o v e r  w h ic h  o n e  o f  th e  m ^ n y  m - 
d e n ta tio n s  o f  th e  sh o rc  w a s  th e  e n tr a n c e  lo o k e d

w as ten  o ’ c lo c k  a t  n ig h t ,  w ith  th c  m o o n  sh in ­
in g  brio-h tly  s o m e w h a t d o w n  th e  w e s te r n  s lo p e  o l 
th e  s k y !  w h e n  th e y  a n c h o r e d  u n d e r  a  lo w  b lu f f  c o v ­
e re d  w ith  c e d a r-tre e s . H e r e  N e i l  a n d  H u g h  saw  
th e ir  firs t  s h a r k s . T h e  h u g e  fe llo w s  w c r e  c h a s m g  
a  s w a r m  o f  m u llc t ,  a n d  in th e ir  e a g e r n e s s  to  c a p t­
u re  th e m , w o u ld  fo llo w  th e m  in to  w a te r  so  sh o a l 

th a t  th e ir  b r o a d  b la c k  b a c k s  iv o u ld  b r e a k  th r o u g h  
t h c  su rfa c e , w h ile  th e  in u lle t  w o u ld  le a p  b o d ily  
fro m  th e  w a te r , so rn e tim es fa l l in g  a  s h o r t  d is- 
ta n c c  o u t  u p o n  th e  s h c lls  o r  s a n d  o f  th e  sh o re . 
I t  w as a  s tr a n g e  s ig h t ,  a n d  th e  s w a s h .n g  so u n d s , 
a s  th e  s h a r k s  s t r u g g lc d  b a c k  in to  th e  d e e p c r  p a r 
o f  th e  c h a n n c l,  b r o k e  u p o n  th e  s t i l l ,  in o o n lit  n ig h t  

w ith  a n  e ffe c t  n o t  e a s y  to d e s c rib e .
M r  G ó m e z  w c n t  a sh o re  a n d  p e rc h e d  h im s e lf  on 

th e  h ig h c s t  p o in t  o f  th e  b lu ff, w h e r e , a s  h e  sa t 
s m o k in g  h is  p ip e , l ie  lo o k e d  lik e  a  r o u n d -s h o u ld e rc d

s ilh o u e tte  a g a in s t  th e  s h im m c r in g  s k y . A t  first 
th e y  c o u ld  n o t  im d e v sta n d  w h y  th e  o íd  s a ilo r  h ad  
g o n e  u p  th e i-e ;  b u t  so o n  c o u n tle s s  sw a rrn s o fm o s -  
q u ito e s , fro m  a  lo w  vnavsh a s te r n  o f  t h e  b o a t ,  a s- 
s a ile d  th e m  in  a  b o d y . T h e  w in g s  o f  th o se  le g .o n s  
o f  w a r lik e  in s e c ts  filled  th e  a n  w ith  a n  u n b c a r-  
a b lv  ir r ita t in g  m u r m u t, a n d  th e  o n s la u g h t  o f  th c ir  

p ie i-c in g  b i l is  w as a lm o s t  m a d d e m n g .
“ H e r e  th is  w o n t  d o  ! ”  e ja c u la te d  M r. M a rv m ,

a t  la s t . “  W e  s h a ll b e  c a te n  u p  b y  th e s e  m o sq u i-  

to e s. W e  m u s t  g o  a s h o r e .”
A l l  h a n d s  a sse n te d . N c i l  a n d  H u g h  to o k  th e ir  

d o u b le  h a m m o c k  a n d  s w u n g  it  b e tw e e n  tw o  c e d a r-  
t re e s , w h e r e  a  s tr o n g  c u rre n t o f  th e  g u l f  b re e z e  
w o u ld  b lo w  u p o n  it. A n d  th c r e  th e y  s le p t  s w e e tly , 

e n t ir e ly  im d is tu r b e d  b y  th e  m o sq iu to e s.
lu s t  b e fo re  s u n rise , N e i l  s h p p c d  o u t o f  Ihe  h a m ­

m o c k , d re s s e d  h im s e lf , to o k  h is  g u n , a n d  w e n t  fo r  
a  s h o r t  w a lk  a b o u t  th e  is la n d . H e  fo u n d  g re a t 
n u m b c r s  o f  d e e r - t r a c k s lc a d m g  in t o a d a r k ,  im p e n ­

e tr a b le  c y p r c s s  ju n g le ,  b u t  n o  d c c r  w e re  v is ib le  
B y  th e  in a v g in  o f  a  s t ill ,  g r a s s - fn n g c d  la g o o n  h e  
flu sh e d  s o m e  s m a ll h e ro n s  a n d  o n e  o r  t u o  p lo v c r ,  
b u t  n o t h in g  w o rth  fir in g  a t  a p p e a r e d  u n til, m  p a s s ­
in g  a r o u n d  a n  o u t ly in g s p u r o f  th c  s w a m p , h e c a m c  
s u d d e n lv  u p o n  a  p a ir  o f  sn o w y  h e ro n s , th a t  to o k  to 

w in g  w ith in  th ii;ty  y a r d s  o f  h iin . T h e  fla s h  a n d  
f lu tte r  o f  th e ir  b r o a d  w h ite  w in g s  s ta r t le d  Im n  a t  
first, b u t  h e  ra is e d  h is  g u n  m  t .m e  to  g e t  a  g o o d  
a im  a t  o n e  o f  th e m , a n d  b r o u g h t  tt  d o w n  m  fin e  . 
s tv le  H e  fir c d  a t  th e  o th e r , b u t  it  h a d  g o n e  to o  
fa r , a n d  h e  m is s c d  it. N c i l 's  b ir d , n a m e d  b y  üî e 
n a tu ra h s ts  GarzctUi candidisstma w a s  in  fu ll  p lu m - 

ao-e a n d  h e  h e ld  it  u p  p r o u d ly  fo r  th c  re s t  o f  th e  
p a r íy  to  lo o k  a t , a s  h e  r e tu r n e d  to  c a m p  ju s t  at 
L c a k f a s t - t im e .  I t  m e a s u r c d  th ir ty -m n e  m c h e s  

fro m  tip  to  tip  o f  its  w in g s . T h e  p lu m e s , s o  m u c h  
p r iz e d  a s  o r n a m e n ts  b y  la d ie s , la y  lo o s e ly  o n i t s  
b a c k  c u r lin g  u p w a r d  to w a r d  th e ir  lo w e r  e n d s , m  
w h ité  a s  s n o w  a n d  a s  so ft  a s  s ilk . M i .  M a w m  
p r o n o u n c e d  i t  to  b e  a  p e r fc c t  s p e c .m c n  o f  its  k m d , 

th e  fin est, in  fa c t , th a t  h e  h a d  e v e r  s e e n  ; a n d  h e  
a s k e d  N e il  to  le t  h im  p r e p a r e  its  s k in  fo r  m o u n tm g .

T h e  n e x t  d a y  th e y  r e a c h e d  th e  c t e e k  fo r  w h ich  
th e y  w e re  lo o k in g , a n d  a r te r a  g r e a t  d e a l o f  t .o u b le  

b r o u g h t  th e  s lo o p  u p  to  a  g o o d  c a m p in g -p la c e  so m c  
m L  in la n d  fro m  th e  b a y .  H e t e  th c  te n ts  w e re  

p itc h e d  o n  a  m o u n d , w ith  a  w id e  m e a d o iv  o n  o n c  

h a n d  a n d  a  d e n s e  fo r e s t  o n  th e  o th c r . 
ro o s t w as a  m ile  d is ta n t  u p  th c  c r e c k ,  b u t  sh o a l 

iv a te r  a n d  a n  im m c n s e  s tre tc h  o f  ' L
p a d s , a n d  c lu m p s  o f  a q u a tic  w c e d s  p r c v e n tc d  th e .r  

ta k in g  th e  s lo o p  a n y  fu r th e r  in  th a t  d .te c t .o n
T h !  m o u n d  o n  w h ic h  th c  te n ts  '.verc p itc h e d  

w as u n d e r la id w it h  a  s h e ll  fo r m a tio n , a n d  a t a r e -  
m o te  p e r io d  h a d  b e e n  o c c u p ie d  b y  s o m e  fa m ily , 
p r o b a b ly  o f  In d ia n s . a s  a  h o m e . T h e  l e m n a n ts  o f
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a n  o íd  p a lm e tto  h u t  w e re  v is ib le , a n d  a  few  
g n a r le d  o r a n g e -tr e e s  a n d  s o m e  g u a v a s  g r e w  s c a t­
te re d  a b o u t  in  t h e  v ic in ity , w h ile  tr a c e s  o f  a  ru d e  
fe n c c  b o r d e r e d  th e  w o o d .

T h e  b o y s  w e re  d e lig h te d  to  se e  f lo c k s  o f  sn ip e  
p itc h in g  d o w n  in to  th e  g r a s s  o f  th e  m e a d o w , b e ­
y o n d  w h ic h  a  s m a ll  la k e  s h o n e  c le a r  a n d  b r ig h t ,  

w ith  a  l iv e -o a k  h u m m o c k  o n  its  fu r th e r  s id e , a n d  a 
fr in g e  o f  t a l l  g r a s s  a n d  r u s h e s  a r o u n d  its  b o rd e r . 
F a r o f f  ín  th e  so u th -e a s t , a  r i d g e o f  sa n d  w ith  a  th in  
lin e  o f  p a lm e ito - tr e e s  o n  its  su m m it w a s  s o ft ly  o u t- 
l in e d  a g a in s t  th e  sk y .

N e x t  m o r n in g  a l l  w e r e  u p  e a r ly . T h e  n ig h t ’s 
s le e p  h a d  b e e n  re fr e s h in g , a n d  b r e a k fa s t  w a s  c a te n  
w ith  v ig o r o u s  a p p e tite s . E v e n  w h ile  t h e y  w e re  
e a t in g  t h e y  s a w  s e v e r a l la r g e  f lo c k s  o f  w a te r-fo w l 
f ly in g  lo w  a c ro s s  th e  m e a d o w  to w a r d  t h e  la k e . 
O th e r  f lo c k s  p a s s e d  a lm o s t  o v e r h e a d  o n  t h e ir  w a y  
u p  th e  c r c e k  to  s o m e  la g o o n  o r p o n d .

I t  w a s  a r r a n g e d  th a t  M r. G ó m e z  a n d  J u d g e  
s h o u ld  s t a y  a t  th e  c a m p , w h ile  t h c  re s t  to o k  the 
c a n v a s  b o a ts  a n d  p u ile d  u p  th e  c r e e k  in  q u e s t  o f  
h e ro n s .

N e i l  a n d  H u g h  o c c u p ie d  o n e  o f  th e s e  b o a ts  to ­
g e th e r , w h ile  M r. M a rv in  a n d  U n d e  C h a r le y  to o k  
One e a c li. T h e  s tre a m  h a d  n o t  m u c h  cu iT e n t, so 
th a t  t h e y  w e re  n o t  lo n g  in  r e a c h in g  th e  la k e  abox'e, 
w h ere  th e  w a te r  w a s  fu ll o f  w e c d s , g ra ss , li ly -p a d s , 
a n d  a ll m a n n e r  o f  a q u a tic  p la n ts ,—  t r u ly  a  h e r o n ’s 
p a ra d is c .

W h i le  N e i l  w a s  p u ll in g  t h e  b o a t  t h r o u g h  a  n a r­
ro w  w a te r - la n e  b c t w c e n  h ig h  w a lls  o f  g r a s s , H u g h  
s c c u r e d  a  fin e  s h o t  a t  a  g r e a t  b lu e  h c r o n , th e  A r ­
dea herodias o f  o u r  n a t u r a l is t s ; b u t  it  w a s  f ly in g  
a t  a  r ig h t  a n g lc  w ith  h is  lin e  o f  s ig h t ,  a n d  h e  fo r­
g o t  to  a im  a h e a d  o f  it. A l l  la r g e  b ir d s  s e e m  to  fly  
m u c h  s lo w e r  th a n  th e y  r e a lly  d o , a n d  t h e y  a ls o  ap - 
p e a r  to  b e  m u c h  n e a re r  th a n  t h e y  r e a lly  a re , c o n l 
s e q u e n tly  it  is  a  c o m m o n  fa u lt  o f  y o u n g  sh o o te rs  
in  a im in g  a t  g e e s e , h e ro n s , c ra n e s , a n d  d u c k s , n o t 
to  a lio w  fo r  f l ig h t ,  a n d  th e r e fo re  to  m iss behind 
th e  g a m c .

H u g h  n o w  to o k  th e  o a r s , w h ic h  h e  c o u ld  do 
w ith o u t c h a n g in g  h is  s e a t, th e  b o a t  b e in g  a  

“ d o u b le - e n d e r ,”  in o r d e r  th a t  N e il  m ig h t  t r y  a  sh o t 
a t  th c  n e x t  g a m e  th e y  saw .

M r. M a r v in  a n d  U n d e  C h a r le y  w c r c  a lre a d y  
a m o n g  th e  b ird s , a n d  th e ir  g u n s  w e re  r o a r in g  
a lm o s t  c o n tin u a ily .

T h e  b o y s  d id  n o t  u n d e r s ta n d  th e  w in d in g s  o f  
th c  w a te r - ia n e s , a n d  in  c o n s c q u e n c c  t h e y  so o n  
fo u n d  th e m s e lv e s  p u ll in g  a lo n g  th e  s h o re  u n d e r  
t h e  b o u g h s  o f  s o m e  g r a n d  o íd  liv e -o a k  tre e s .

S u d d e n ly  H u g h  c r ie d  o u t :  “ O h , lo o k , N e il,  
lo o k  ! T h c r e  ’s  a  s n a k c  w it li  w in g s  ! Q u ic k , sh o o t 
it  b e fo r e  it  g e ts  a w a y  ! ”  H e  b a c k e d  w a te r  a s  h e  
s p o k e , a n d  s to p p e d  th e  b o a t.

N e i i  lo o k e d , a n d  s a w  a  s tr a n g e  s e rp e n t-lik e  
n e c k , fo llo w e d  b y  a  d a r k , w in g e d  b o d y , w r ig g lin g  
a lo n g  in th e  w a t e r ;  th e  h e a d  w a s  a b o v e  the 
s u r fa c e , th e  re s t  o f  i t  b e lo w . I t  w a s  a  h id eo u s 
o b je c t  a s  i t  s q u ir m e d  a n d  w rith e d  a lo n g  to w a r d  a 
p a tc h  o f  g i'a ss  a n d  w e e d s , a n d  H u g h  r e a lly  b e lie v e d  
th a t  i t  w a s  a  w in g e d  s n a k e ; b u t  N e il  h a d  read  
d e s c r ip tio n s  o f  t h e  s n a k e -b ir d s , a n d  k n e w  a t  on ce 
th a t  th is  w a s  o n e  o f  th e m . H e  f ir e d  a n d  k ille d  it ;  
a n d  u p o n  e x a m in a tio n  i t  w a s  fo u n d  to  b e  fa r  less 

h id e o u s  th a n  t h e y  h a d  th o u g h t .  I t  h a d  a  lo n g  
s le n d e r  n e c k  a n d  a  r a th e r  q u e e r  h e a d , a n d  its 
h a b it  o f  s w im m in g  w ith  its  b o d y  u n d e r  w a te r  and  
its  h e a d  o u t  h a d  g iv e n  it  th e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  a 

r e g u la r  x v a ter-d ra g o n . T h e  b o y s  th r e w  it  in  th e  
b o tto m  o f  th e  b o a t ,  a s  N e i l  w is h e d  to  m a k e  a 
s k e t c h  o f  it  a n d  s k in  it  w h e n  h e  re tu r n e d  to  ca m p ,

F r o m  th e  r a p id  fir in g  k e p t  u p  b y  U n e le  C h a r le y  
a n d  M r. M a rv in , i t  w a s  e v id e n t  th a t  th e y  w e re  m ak - 
tn g  h a v o c  a m o n g  th e  h e r o n s ; b u t  th e  b o y s  fou n d  
n o n e , th o u g h  s n a k e -b ir d s , n a m e d / ’/ ít/w  anhinga 
b y  o r n ith o lo g is ts , w e re  n o w  s e e n  in  e v e r y  d ire c ­
t io n  ; it  w a s  so m e tim e s  d iffic u lt  to  d is t in g u is h  th em  
fr o m  th e  m o tt le d  m o c c a s in  s n a k e s  so  n u m o ro u s  in 
F lo r id a .

A t  le n g t h , g r o w in g  t ire d  o f  th e  la b o r  o f  ro w in g , 
a n d  N e i l  w is h in g  to  g a t h e r  s o m e  s tr a n g e - lo o k in g  
flo u 'ers , t h e y  p u lle d  th e  b o a t  a s h o r e  a t  a  d r y  p o in t 
o n  th c  w o o d e d  s id e  o f  th e  la k e . W h i le  N e il  w as 
b o ta n iz in g , H u g h  w e n t  a  s h o r t  d is ta n c e  in to  the 
w o o d s, h o p in g  h e  m ig h t  se e  a  d e e r . T h e  trees 
w e re  m o s t ly  l iv e -o a k s  a n d  w a te r-o a k s  o f  la r g e  size , 
w ith  w id e -s p r e a d  to p s  a n d  b u ttr e s s e d  r o o t s ; so m e  
g ia n t  v in e s  w e re  k n o tte d  a n d  iin k e d  fro m  tr e e  to  

tr e e , a n d  th e  fo iia g e  w a s  s o  th ic k  th a t  s c a t c e ly  a  
r a y  o f  l ig h t  c o u ld  fa ll  th r o u g h . H u g h  saw  no 

g a m e , b u t  a  d u ll  t h u m p in g  so u n d  a lm o s t  o v er­
h e a d  a n d  th e  fa i l in g  o f  la r g e  fr a g m e n ts  o f  b a r k  
a n d  ro tte n  w o o d  a ttr a c te d  h is  a tte n t io n  to  th e  to p  

o f  a  v e r y  t a l l  d e a d  tr e e , a n d  th e re  h e  d is c o v e r e d  a 
b ir d  o f  w h ic h  h e  a n d  N e i l  lia d  t a lk e d  a  g r e a t  d e a l, 
b u t  w h ic h  n e ith e r  o f  th e m  h a d  e v e r  s e e n — a n  
iv o r y -b il le d  w o o d p e c k e r — th e  h a n d s o m e s t  o f  a ll 
A m e r ic a n  b ird s . I t  w as p o u n d iiig  a w a y  v ig o r o u s ly  
w ith  its  g r e a t  w h ite  b e a k  a g a in s t  th e  lo w e r  s id e  o f  

a  r o tte n  lim b , a b o u t  e ig h ty  fe e t  fro m  th e  g ro u n d , 
a n d  its  b r o a d  b a c k  w a s  f u l ly  e x p o s e d  to  H u g h ’s 
a im . H e  fired , a n d  it  fe l l  s t r a ig h t  d o w n  a lm o s t  at 
h is  fe e t . T h is  w as , in d e e d , a  p r ize , fo r  h e  k n e w  

b o w  h is  fa th e r  w o u ld  v a lu é  s u c h  a  s p e c im e n . H e  
p ic k e d  it  u p  a n d  ra n  b a c k  to  N e il,  w h o  e x c la im e d :

“ A  P ia n  principa lis  !  W o n t  M r. M a r v in  b e  
g la d  ! I h e a r d  h im  s a y  th a t  a  g e n t le m a n  in  N e w  
Y o r k  h a d  o ffe r e d  h im  fifty  d o lla rs  fo r  th e  s k in  o f  
o n e  I ”

“ B u t  I w a n t to  s e n d  th is  to  P a p a ,”  sa id  H u g h .
“ O h , y o u  c a n 't  d o  th a t  w ith o u t M r. M a r v in ’s
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c o n s e n t ;  fo r  it  w a s  a g r e e d  th a t  a l l  v a lu a b le  sp eci-  
m e n s , p lu m e s , a n d  e g g s  s h o u ld  b e lo n g  to  h i m .

r e s p o n d e d  N cil-
“ T h a i ’s  s o ,”  a s s e n te d  H u g h  ; “ a n d  I  su p p o se  

i t ’ s r ig h t ,  to o , fo r  M r. M a r v in  lia s  t a u g h t  u s  a  

g re a t  d e a l.”
T h e y  w e n t  b a c k  to  th e ir  b o a t  a n d  p u lle d  a c ro s s  

th e  sh aU o w  la k e  in  t h e  d ir e c tio n  o f  th e  h e a v y  
fir in g  k e p t  u p  b y  th e  o th c r  tw o  h u n te r s , b u t  
b e fo r e  t h e y  c o u ld  jo in  th e m , t h e  s h o o t in g  w as 
o v e r . M r. M a r v in  h a d  ch e b o t to m  o f  h is  b o a t  
p a d d e d  w ith  tu fts  o f  s n o w y  a n d  a s h -c o lo r e d  p lu m c s  
w li ic h  h e  lia d  s tr ip p e d  fro m  th e  b ird s  k illo d  b y  h im  
a n d  U n e le  C h a r le y .  “  M a n y  a  fin e  la d y  w ill  w ear 
th e s e ,”  h e  s a id , h o ld in g  u p  s o m e  v e r y  lo n g  fe a d ie rs . 
H e  w a s  d e l ig h te d  w h e n  H u g h  g a v e  h im  th e  iv o iy -

b ille d  w o o d p e c k e r .
N e il ’s  g o o d  lu c k  c a m c  a s  t h e y  w e re  m a k in g  

t h e ir  w a y  b a c k  to  c a m p . H e  k i l le d  a  r ó s c a le  
iooon-hW l^P/atalea a ja ja ^ h y  a  s p le n d id  sh o t, 

t h a t  w o n  th e  h e a r ty  a p p la u s e  o f  M r. M a rv in . 

I t  w a s  q u ite  s ix ty  y a r d s  d is ta n t, a n d  w a s  f ly m g  
s tr a ig h t  a cro ss  th e  d ire c tio n  in  w h ic h  t h e  b o a t

w a s  m o v in g . _
T h e  b e a u tifu l ro s e-c o lo v e d  w in g s , th e  lo n g  p a lé  

p in k  tu ft  o f  b re a s t-p lu m e s , a n d  th e  b r i l l ia n t  c a r­
m in e  s h o u ld e r -fe a th e r s  o f  th is  b ir d  m a d e  it  a  p rize  
a lm o s t  e q u a l in  v a lu é  to  che Picus prindpalis.

“  V e r y  w e ll  fo r  o n e  d a y ,”  s a id  M r. M a rv in , m  a 

satisfice! to n e .

C h a f t e r  X X I I .

A  S U D D E N  D E P A E T U R E .

W h e n  o u r  p lu m e -h u n te r s  r e a c h e d  c a m p  a g a in , 
T u d ge  w a s  fo u n d  to  b e  in  a  v e r y  e x c ite d  S ta te  o f  
m in d . G r e a t  f lo c k s  o f  s n ip e  h a d  a p p r o a c h e d  th e  
edo-e o f  th e  m e a d o w  n e a r e s t  th e  m o u n d , a n d  lie  
h a d  b e e n  im p a t ie n t ly  w a it in g  fo r  U n e le  C h a r le y  to 

r e tu r n , a s  l ie  l ia d  b e e n  o rd e re d  b y  h im  a n d  M r. 
M a rv in  n o t  to  le a v e  c a m p  b e fo re  t h e y  ca rn e . H e  
h a d  h e a r d  th e  s o u n d  o f  t h e  s h o o t in g  u p  a t  W e e d  
L a k c ,  a n d  th a t ,  t o g e t h e r  w ith  th e  n e a r  a p p ro a c h  

o f  th e  s n ip e , h a d  re n d e r e d  h im  d o u b ly  re stle ss . 
H e  h a d  h is  o íd  f i in t- lo c k  a c ro s s  h is  la p ,  n u r s in g  it 

t e n d e r ly ; h is  g a m e - b a g  w a s  a t  h is  s id e , a n d  Ins 
s h o t-p o u c h  a n d  p o w d e r - fla s k  s h m g  in  t h e ir  p la c e s , 

r e a d y  fo r  in s ta n t u se.
“ N e b e r  se e  fo lk s  s ta y  s o  lo n g ,  n o w h e re , h e  

g o o d -n a tu r e d ly  m u tte r c d ;  “  s e e m  l ik e  y o ’ n o t  g iv in e  

t ’ c o m e  b a c k  a t  a ll .  1 ’s b e e n  m os| d e a d  te r  ta c k le  

d e m  w b ir ly m e g ig  b ir d s  d o w n  d a r .”
B u t  t lie  P ia ts  p rincipa iis  a n d  th e  r ó s c a te  sp o o n - 

b i l l h a d  to  b e  e x a m in e d  b y  h im  b e fo r e  h e  co u ld  g o . 
A n y t h in g  r e d  c h a r m e d  J u d g c , a n d  th e  t a l l  s c a r le t  
c re s t  o f  tb e  g ia n t  w o o d p e c k e r  a n d  th e  d a z z h n g

c a rm in e  s h o u ld e r -p liu iie s  o f  th e  s p o o n -b ill p u t  h im

in to  ra p tu re s . , .
H u g h  c o u ld  n o t  r e s ís t  th e  te m p ta tio ii o f  jo in in g  

J u d g e  in  t h e  s n ip c - s h o o lin g , s o  h e  p r e s e n tly  
s n a tc h c d  u p  h is  g u n  a n d  w e n t  o u t  u p o n  th e  
m e a d o w . T h e  g ra s s  g re w  in  tu fts , w ith  a  h g h t  
tr a c e  o f  w a te r  01 s o ft  m u d  b e tw e e n . T h e  b ird s  
u s u a lly  ro s e  s in g ly ,  o r  in  f lo c k s  o f  th re e  o r  fo u r, 
so m e tim e s  fro m  n e a r  th e  fe e t  o f  th e  h u n te r , f ly in g  
lo w  a n d  d r o p p in g  in to  th e  g r a s s  a g a in  a fte r  g o in g  

n o t  m o r e  th a n  fifty  y a r d s .
H u g h  s o o n  b e g a n  to  flu sh  th e m , a n d  h e  a im e d  

w ith  g r e a t  d c lib e r a t io n , r e s e t v in g  h is  fire  u n t i l  th e
o-ame s te a d ie d  i t s e l f  a fte r  its  firs t  g y r a t io n s  in  th e  
a ir. B u t  h e  fo u n d  it q u ite  a s  d iffic u lt  to  h i t  th e m  
n o w  a s  ic h a d  b e e n  o n  t h e  is la n d . H e  m isse d  
o fte n e r  th a n  h e  h it ,  in  s p ite  o f  a ll h is  c a re . S u d ­
d e n ly  h e  r e m e m b e re d  th a t  h is  s h e lls  w e re  lo a d e d  
w ith  v e r y  la r g e  s h o t  fo r  h e ro n -s h o o tin g . T h i s  a c -  
c o u n te d  fo r  h is  p o o r  m a rk s m a n s h ip . H e  w e n t b a c k  
to  h is  te n t  a n d  g o t  s o m e  c a r tr id g e s  lo a d e d  w ith  
n u m b e r  te n  s h o t , a n d  w h e n  h e  r e s u m c d  s h o o tin g , 

h e  c o u ld  h it  a  g r e a t  d e a l o fte n e r. B u t  b y  c h a n g m g  
h is  c a r tr id g e s  H u g h  lo s t  a  g o o d  o p p o r tu n ity . H e  
h a d  ju s t  r e lo a d e d  h is  g u n , a fte r  k i lh n g  a  sn ip e , 
w h e n , h a p p e n in g  to  lo o k  u p , h e  s a w  a  s c a r le t  ib is  

f ly in g  o v e r h e a d  a t  a  h e ig h t  o f  a b o u c  o n c  h u n d r e d  
a n d  fifty  fc c t . Q u ic k  a s  th o u g h t , h e  a im e d  a  I ittlc  
a h e a d  o f  th e  b r ig h t- w in g e d  b ir d  a n d  fired . T h e  
s h o t  fa ile d . H e  fir e d  a g a in . N o t  a  fe a th e r  fe ll , 
a n d  th e  ib is , “ lik e  a  fla k e  o f  f la m e ,"  s w c p t  on 

to w a r d  • th e  g u lf. T h is  w a s  th e  o n ly  sp c c im e n  
t h e y  s a w  d u r in g  th e ir  l o n g  r a m b lm g s  m  F lo r id a . 
H iio-h  w a s  v e r y  so r r y  h e  h a d  n o t  k e p t  o n  u s in g  th e  
l a r ¿  s h o t ! I t  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  b e t te r , h e  th o u g h t , 
to  h a v e  k i l le d  fe w e r  s n ip e  a n d  m a d e  su re  o f  th e

s c a r le t  ib is . ,
J u d g e  d id  n o t  s to p  s h o o tin g  w h ile  th e r e  w as 

d a y lig h t  e n o u g h  to  s e e  h o w  to  aim - H e  a n d  H u g h  
to g e th e r  b a g g e d  tw e n ty - fiv c  s n ip e . T h e  sco re  

s to o d  1

H u g h  . 

J u d g c .
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T h a t  n ig h t  it  w a s  d is c o v e r e d  th a t  M r. G ó m e z  
w a s  q u ite  a  m u s ic ia n . H e  p la y e d  u p o n  a  flu tc  u n t.l 
la t e  b e d - t im e , th e  m ello w  n o te s  f lo a tm g  a w a y  to  
th e h a u n t s  o f  th e  a l l ig a t o r  a n d  th e  d e n s  o f  th e  b e a r  
a n d  th e  p a n th e r . N e il  a n d  H u g h  s w u n g  m  th e ir  
d o u b le  h a m m o c k , w ith  th e  c o o l n ig h t  b r e e z e  b lo w ­
in g  o v e r  th e m , a n d  w a tc h e d  t h e  b n lh a n t  S o u  h e rn  

m lo n  a s  it  s e e m e d  to  s lip  a lo n g  u n d e r  th e  a lm o st 

p u r p le  s k y . T h e y  fe ll  a s le e p , N e i l  to  d r c a m  o f  
g r a n d  a c h ie v c m c n ts  a n d  g r e a t  fa m e  a s  a n  a it is t ,  

a n d  H u g h  to  d r c a m  o f  h a p p y  a d v c n tu r e s  a m o n g  
th e  s tra n g e  b ir d s  o f  th o se  s c m i-tr o p ic a l g r o v e s  a n d  

p la in s.
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T h e y  w e r e  s ta r t le d  fr o m  t h c ir  s le e p  e a r ly  n e x t 
m o r n in g  b y  lo u d  v o ic e s  a n d  v io le n t  la n g u a g e ; a n d  
h u r r y in g  o n  th e ir  c lo th e s , t l ie y  fo u n d  th a t  a  p a r ty  
o f  v e r y  r o u g h - lü o k in g  m e n  h a d  c o m e  u p  th e  c r e e k  
in  a  la r g e  b o a t ,  a n d  w e ie  in s is t ii ig  u p o n  ta k in g  
p o ssessio n  o f  th e  m o u n d  fo r th e ir  c a m p . T h e y  

c la im e d  to  h a v e  le a s c d  th e  h u n t in g  o n  a  la r g e  a r c a  
o f  g r o u n d  a b o u t  t l ie r e  fr o m  th e  o w n er.

“ S h o w  y o u r  le a s e ,”  U n e le  C h a r le y  w as c a lm ly  
s a y in g , “  a n d  w e w ill  r e s p e c t  it , n o  m a tte r  w h a t  w e 
m a y  th in k  o f  y o u .”

“  I d o n ’ t  b e lie v e  y o u  h a v e  a n y  lé a s e , a n d  I  th in k  
y o u  a t e  a  s e t  o f  i in p o s to r s ,”  s a id  M r. M a rv in . 
“ Y o u  h a d  b e t te r  t a k e  g o o d  a d v ic e  a n d  g o b a c k  th e  
w a y  y o u  c a in e , a n d  in  sh o rt  q rc le r .”

“ J o e  S to u t , I k n o w  y o n ,"  s a id  M r. G ó m e z, 

s t e p p in g  fo rw a rd  a n d  a d d ro s s in g  th e  fe llo w  w h o  
a p p e a r e d  to  b e  th e  le a d e r  o f  th e  in tru c le rs , “ yo u  
n e v e r  h a d  m o n e y  e n o u g h  in a l l  y o u r  life  to  le a s e  a 
p o ta to  p a tc h  fo r  fifte e n  m in u t e s .”

“ H e l io !  G ó m e z , is  th a t  y o u , o íd  m a n ? ”  r e ­
s p o n d e d  th e  ru ffia n , in  a  m o re  p a c if ic  to n e.

“ Y o u  c a n  s e e  fo r  y o u r s c l f ,”  a n s w e r e d  M r. G ó ­
m ez ; “ a n d  y o u  k n o w  th a t  w h e n  /  c a m p  a t  a  p la c e , 
1 ’ m  th e r e  to  s t a y  a s  lo n g  a s  I p ic a s e .”

T h e  m e n  in  th e  b o a t  n o w  h o ld  a  c o u n c il  in  lo w  
to n e s , a fte r  w h ic h  th e  le a d e r  s a i d :

“ W e l l ,  I g u e s s  y o u ’ v e  g o t  th e  r ig h t  to  th e  
c a m p in ’-p la c e , s o  w e  ’ ll  g o  a w a y .”

T h e y  th e n  tu r n e d  th e ir  b o a t  a b o u t a n d  p u lle d  
d o w n  th e  c r e c k  u n ti l t h c y  p a s s e d  o u t  o f  s ig h t  
a ro u n d  a  b e n d .

“ T h e y ’re  a  b a d  l o t , ”  s a id  M r. G ó m e z , w h e n  
t h e y  w e re  g o n e  ; “  w c s h a ll b e  in  d a n g e r  so  lo n g  as 
w e  s t a y  in  th is  v ic in ity .  T h e y  w o n t t a c k lc  us 

t o g e th e r , b u t  i f  t h e y  w e re  to  fin d  o n e  o r  tw o  o f  us 
a w a y  fro m  o u r  p a r ty ,  t h e y  ’d  s h o o t u s  in  a  m in u te , 
o n  v e r y  l i t t le  p r o v o c a t io n .”

“ W h e r e  a r e  t h e y  f r o m ? ”  in q u ir e d  U n e le  
C h a r le y .

“ I d o n ’ t  k n o w ,”  r c p lic d  M r. G ó m e z , “  b u t  J o e  
S to u t  u se d  to  b e  a  s p o n g e r  u p  a r o u n d  C e d a r  K o y s ;
1 u s e d  to  s e e  h im  o fte n  in  m y  c o a s t in g  v o y a g e s .”

“  W h a t  is  a  s p o n g e r ? ”  a s k e d  H u g h .

“ A  m a n  w h o  fis h e s  fo r  s p o n g e s ,”  r e p lie d  N e il.  
“ A  g re a t  m a n y  s p o n g e s  a re  fo u n d  in  th e  G u l f  o ff  
th e  w e s t  c o a s t  o f  F lo r i d a .”

“ W c l l , ”  sa id  U n e le  C h a r le y ,  d e c id e d ly ,  “ y o u  
a l l  m a y  g e t  r e a d y  to  m o v e  a t  o n c e . 1 ’ m  n o t d o w n  
h e r e  o n  a  f ig h t in g  e x p e d it io n . S t r ik e  th e  ten ts  a n d  
m o v e  e v e r y t h in g  a b o a r d  a s  q u ic k ly  a s  p o s s ib le .”  

T h e r e  w a s  n o  r o o m  fo r  o b jc c tio n s  o r  s u g g e s t io n s  
w h e n  U n e le  C h a r le y  g a v e  a n  o r d e r , so  w ith o u t a 
w o r d  a ll h a n d s  fe ll to  w o rk . a n d  in  le ss  th a n  h a l f  
a n  h o u r  th e  s lo o p  w a s  h c a d in g  d o w n  th e  c r e e k  
to w a r d  th e  g u lf .  T h e  w in d  w a s  fa v o r a b le , b u t  
t h e y  o fte n  h a d  to  u s e  th e  o a rs , a s  th e  s t r e a m  w as

v e r y  c r o o k e d . T h e y  p a s s e d  th c  b o a t  o f  th c ir  late 
v is ito rs  a b o u t h a l f  a  m ile  fro m  th c  c a m p , T h e re  
w as b u t  o n e  m a n  in ¡ t ; th e  o th e r s  h a v in g  p ro b ­
a b l y  g o n e  a sh o r e  to  h u n t. T h e  m a n  in th e  boat 
sta v c d  a t  o u r  fr ien d s  a s  t h e y  s a ile d  p a s t , b u t  he 

d id  n o t  s a y  a  w o rd . T h e  b a y  w a s  r e a c h e d  about 
n o o n , a n d  U n e le  C h a r le y  o rd e r e d  M r. G ó m e z  to 
s tc c r  fo r  C a s e y ’s  P a s s , w h ic h  is  t h e  so u th -w est 
o u t le t  to  th e  b a y .

“  W e  w il l  r u n  d o w n  to  C h a r lo t te  H a r b o r ,”  he 
s a id , “  w h e r e  g a m e  o f  e v e r y  k in d  is  m o re  p le n tifu l, 
a n d  w h c r c  th e r e  w ill b e  n o  o n e  to  m o le s t  u s .”

C h a p t e r  X X I I I .

U P  T H E  C A I . O O S A H A T C H E E .  A  P A N T H E R .

IN  d u e  t im e  o u r  fr ie n d s  r e a c h e d  P u n t a  R a s s a , a 
s m a ll  v i l la g e ,  a n d  w a ite d  th c r e  s e v e r a l d a y s  fo r  a 
b re e z e  th a t  w o u ld  h e lp  th e m  u p  th e  C a lo o s a h a t-  
c h e c  river.

F r o m  P u n ta  R a s s a  to F o r t  M y e r s , a  d is ta n c e  o f 
t iv e n ty -fiv e  o r t h ir t y  m ile s  u p  th o  r iv e r , w a s  the 
n e x t  ru n . T h e  firs t  p a r t  iv as  th ro u g h  a  r o u g h  and 
d a n g c r o u s  c h a n n e l, c h o k e d  w ith  o y s to r  b a r s  and  
m u d  s h a l lo w s j  b u t  w h e n  a t  la s t  t h e y  w e rc  fa ir ly  in 
th e  C a lo o s a h a tc h e e , it  w a s  fo u n d  to  b e  a  g ra n d  
a n d  b e a u tifu l r iv e r , w ith  h ig h  b a n k s  u p o n  w h ich  
g r e w  n o b le  fo r e s ts  o f  p in e  a n d  o a k , T h e y  p assed  
F o r t  M y e r s  ju s t  a fte r  n ig h t-fa O , b u t  th c  m o o n  w as 
s h in in g  b r i ll ia n t ly , s h o w in g  t h c  p la c e  to  b e  a  for- 
lo r n - lo o k in g  lit t le  v i l la g e .  T h r c e  o r  fo u r  m iles  
b e y o n d , th e y  a n c h o r e d  n e a r  a  s m a ll  m u d  is la n d , 
a n d  s le p t  w e ll,  d e s p ite  so m e  tr o u b le  w ith  m o s- 
q u ito c s .

N e i l  a n d  H u g h  h e a r d  b ig  a llig a to r s  b o o m in g  
a b o u t  in  th e  la g o o n s  a n d  m u d  fla ts , a n d  a  s tra n g e  
se n s e  o f  re m o te n e s s  a n d  is o la tio n  s to le  o v e r  th em . 
T h e y  b e g a n  to  fe e l a s  i f  t h e y  w e re  g e t t in g  in to  
a  c o u n tr y  w h e r e  la r g e  a n d  d a n g c r o u s  a n im a ls  
r o a in e d  a t  w ill,  a n d  w h e r e  s tra n g e  tre e s  a n d  un- 
k n o w n  p la n ts  a n d  flo w e rs  m ig h t  b e  fo u n d . T h e y  
k n e w , to o , th a t  n o t  fa r  e a s tw a rd  o f  th e m  la y  th a t  
m y s te r io u s  is la n d  la k c  c a l le d  O k e e c h o b e e , a ro u n d  
th e  b o r d e r s  o f  w h ic h  s t ill  d w e lt , in  t h c ir  o w n  w ild  
w a y , t h e  la s t  rc m n a n t  o f  O s c c o la ’s o n c e  fa m o u s 

In d ia n  w a r rio rs . N e i l  h a d  r e a d  tra n s la tio n s  o f  th e  
o íd  S p a n is h  a c c o u n ts  o f  th is  r e g ió n , c lo th e d  in  th e  
fa s c in a t in g  m ists  o f  ro m a n c e , a n d  o f  th e  o k l  in e x ­
p lic a b le  m o u n d s , fo r tific a tio n s , a n d  c a n a ls  d isc o v ­
e re d  b y  th e  e a r ly  e x p lo r é is ,  a n d  h e  h o p e d  th a t  it  
m ig h t  tu r n  o u t th a t  h e  s h o u ld  b e  a b le  to  fin d  th e  

w o n d e rfu l p c a r l- fis h e r ie s  o f  th e  s a v a g c s .
W h e n  m o r n in g  c a n ie , t h e y  m a d e  h a s te  to w o r k  

t h e  b o a t  p a s t  s o m e  u g l y  m u d  is la n d s , th ro u g h  
s h a llo w , tre a c h e ro u s  c h a n n e ls . T h is  to o k  t i l l
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n e a r ly  n o o n , th e  s lo o p  g o in g  a g r o u n d  q u ite  o ften
o n  h i d d e n  b a r s  o f  b la c k  m u d .

A n d  n o w  th e y  l ic g a n  to  g-et g lim p s e s  o f  a l l i ^ -  
to rs  — h u g e ,  h id e o u s  c r e a tu r e s ,— s lid in g  in to  th c  
w a te r  o f  th e  d a r k  la g o o n s  o n  e it lic r  s id c  o i th e

r i vci*
in  m a n y  p la c e s  th e  b a n k s  o f  thc s tre a m  w e re  

v e r y  low , a n d  o u r fr ie n d s , s ta n d in g  o n  th e  d e c k  ol 
t l ic  “ W a te r-fo w l,”  c o u id  see  fa r  a lo n g  n a tu ra l 
o p c n in g s  in  t b c  w o o d s to  w h e r e  g r c e n  sa v a n n a s , 
t lio se  b c a u t i fu l  Southern p vaiv ies, sh o n e  in  the

s u n lig li t .  , ,  , ,
N o w  a n d  th e n  a  s m a l! s le e k  d e e r  w o u ld  b o u n d

a w a y  in to  th e  th ic k e t  oi- b v a k e s , ov s ta n d  a n d  g a ze  

w ild ly  a t  th e  s lo o p  a s  s h o  s lo w ly  s w e p t b y .
W a t c r - b ir d s  s e e m e d  a lm o s t  to  f il l  th e  a ir  a n d  

to  c o v e r  t h e  s tr e a m  in  p la c e s ,— th e  s o u n d  o f  th e ir  
w in g s  a n d  th e ir  h a r s h  crie s  f i i l in g  th e  a ir , a s  th o u g h  

b e d ln in  lia d  l ie e n  le t  lo o se.
N c i l  a n d  H u g h  w e re  v e r y  a n x io u s  to  sh o o t a t  

so m c  o f  th c s e  m a n y  w ild  th in g s , b u t  U n e le  C h a r le y  
h a d  fo r b id d e n  th e m , a s  h e  d id  n o t  w ish  to  s to p  to 

c o lle c t  th c  g a m c  t h e y  k ille d , a n d  h e  d id  n o t  ap - 

n r o v c  o f  s h o o t in g  m c r e ly  fo r  fu n .
U n e le  C h a r le y ,  M r. M ai-vm , a n d  M r. G ó m e z  

h a d  to re so rt to  th e  o a rs , a u d  N c i l  to  t h e  p u s h in g -  
p o le . in  o r d e r  to  h c lp  th e  s lo o p  a lo n g , w h e n e v e r  
th e  w in d  fe ll- T h e  p r o g r e s s  w a s  s lo w , a n d  H u g h  
g r e w  v e r y  im p a t ie n t , e s p e c ia l ly  w h e n  h e  s a w  a  
ra ft  o f  w o o d -d u c k  s w im m in g  a b o u t  o n  a  litt le  
c s tu a r y ,  u n d e r  t b c  r ic h ly  v a r ic g a te d  p e n d a n ts  o i 
a ir -p la n ts , th a t  s w u n g  fro m  th e  b o u g h s  o f  o v e r -  
h a n g in g  tre e s . H e  c o u ld  n o t  h e lp  a im m g  h is  g u n  

a t  th e m , a lth o u g h  h e  d id  n o t  sh o o t.
“ H u g h  ” s a id  M r. M a r v in , “ y o u  m ig h t  g e t  o u t 

y o u r  t a c ld c  a n d  c a tc h  u s  s o m e  fis h  a s  w e  g o  a lo n g . 
P u t a s p in n in g - s p o o n  o n  th e  l in e  a u d  t r o ll i t a s t e in .  

T h e  s u g g e s t io n  w a s  a  h a p p y  o n e . H u g h  w e n t  to  
h is  I30X a n d  t o o k  o u t  a  s t r o n g  jo m tc d  b a s s -ro d , 
f it te d  w it h  a  r e e l  a n d  tw o  h u n d r e d  fe e t  o f  s t r o n g  
lin e . H e  a d ju s te d  a  tr o ll in g -s p o o n , a n d  w h e n  a ll 
w a s  r e a d y , h e  e a s t  a s te r n  a n d  a w a ite d  th e  re su lt.
It w a s  n o t  a  m in u te  b e fo r e  s o m e th in g  s tr u c k  th e  
sp in n e r , a n d  h is  r o d  w as b e n t  a lm o s t  d o u b le  in  a

N e i l ,  U n e l e  C h a r i e y ,  M r. M a r v in  ! I t  w ill

p u lí  m e  in  1 C o m e  q u ic k  ! ”  h e  c r ie d , h o ld in g  o n  
m a n fu lly , w ith  h is  fe e t  b r a c c d  a n d  h is  s h o u ld c r s

raisecl. ,  . . „
“  L o o s e  y o u r  r c e l ! G iv e  it  l in e !  L e t  it  n m  -

c r ie d  M r. M a r v in  a n d  U n e le  C h a r le y  m  a  b r e a th , 

a s  t h e y  d ro p p e d  th e ir  oai-s a n d  s p r a n g  to  H u g li ’s

a s s is ta n c e . , , . ,
U n e le  C h a r le y  s to o d  r e a d y , b u t  h e  d id  n o t  w ish

to  in te rfc v e  u n lc s s  it  I je c a m e  a b s o lu te ly  n e c e s s a r y  
H u g h  p r e s sc d  th c  s p r in g , a n d  t lie  fis li r a n  o f f  w itli 

f ifty  fe c t  o f  l in e  a t  a  s in g le  ru s h . T h e n  b e g a n  a

d e s p e r a te  s tr u g g le .  T h is  w a y  a n d  th a t ,  a n d  a ro u n d  
a n d  a ro u n d , th e  s tr o n g , g a m y  v ic t im  s p c d , m a k in g  
t h e  l in e  s in g  k e e n ly ,  w h ile  th e  r e e l s p u n  l ik e  a  to p . 
U n e le  C h a r le y  a c te d  a s  g e n e r a l , d ir e c t in g  H u g h  
in  h is  m o v c m e n ts  w ith  s u c li w o rd s  a s  “  ( j Ív c  i t  a 

l i t t le  m o re  l i n e — c h o c k  it  n o w  —  r c e l u p  fa s t  01 it  
'11 fo u l th o  lin e  in  th o se  b u s h e s  — h o ld , i t  ’s  s u l k i n g ;

je r k  it  a  U ttle ! ”
E v e r y  o n e  o n  b o a r d  w a s  e x c itc d , a n d  w a tc h e d  

th c  f ig h t  w ith  g v c a t 'in t e r e s t .  H u g h ’s  a r m s  a n d  
h a n d s  b e c a m e  v e r y  t ire d , b u t  h e  w a s  to o  p lu c k y  to 
g iv e  up- H e  set li is  lip s  firm ly  a n d  k e p t  s te a d ily  

to  h is  w o rk .
“  Y o u  ’l l  c o n q u e r  it  d ir e c t iy ,”  s a id  M r. M a rv in  ; 

“ w a tc h  it  c lo s e ly ;  d o n ’ t  le t  i t  h .avc a n y s l a c k ;  

k e e p  it  f i g h t i n g ; it  ’ l l  so o n  t ir e .”
H u g h  fe lt  th e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  h is  p o s iiio n , a n d  

re d o u b lc d  h is  e ffo rts . S u d d e n ly  th e  fis h  ro s e  to  th e  
su rfa c e  a n d  “ s o m c r s a u lt c d ”  c le a n  o u t o f  th c  w a te r.

“  M y  ! w h a t a  b i g  fo llo w  it  is  ! ”  c r ie d  N e il.
J u d g e  w as s tu p eficc l w ith  a m a z c m c n t. H e  h a d  

n e v e r  b e fo re  s e e n  s o  la r g e  a  fish h o o k c d .
T h is  la s t  m a n e u v c r  o f  th c  fis h  w a s  v e r y  t r y in g  

o n  th e  t a c k le ,  b u t  i t  s to o d  th e  s tra in , a n d  H u g h  
p r o m p tly  g a v e  o u t s o m e  U ne a s  a n o th e r  s u r p  
fo llo w e d . S o m e  w id e  c irc le s  w e re  n o w  r u n  b y  th e  
g a m e  a t  lo w e r  s p c e d , a n d  th e n  H u g h  fe lt  th c  stra in

N o w  g iv e  h im  th c  b u t t ! ”  c r ie d  U n e le  C h a r le y .  
H u g h  c h e c k e d  th c  lin e  s u d d e n ly  a n d  f ir m ly , a n d  

fin clin g  n o  m o ro  f ig h t  a t  th c  e n d  o f  it ,  r c c le d  i t  u p  
s lo w ly  u n ti l  th e  fish  w as d ra w n  to  th e  su rfa c e

c lo s c  to  t h c  b o a t.
M r. M a r v in  h a d  th e  g a f f  r e a d y , a n d  le a n in g  o v e r  

th c  g u n w a le , h o o k e d  th e  b i g  fis h  a n d  li f tc d  it

a b o a r d . , . ,  _
I t  w a s  a  c a v a lU  o f  s e v e n  o r  e ig h t  p o u n d s  w e ig h t . 

T h a t  n ig h t  t h e y  a n c h o re d  u n d e r  a  b lu f f  a n d  w e n t  
a s h o r e  to  c o o k  th e ir  su p p e r . T h e r e  b e in g  no 
d a n g e r  o f  ra in , a n d  th e  m o s q u ito e s  b e in g  tro u b le -  
s o m e  o n  th c  w a te r , t h e y  h u n g  th e ir  h a m m o c k s  o n  

th e  h ig h e s t  g r o u n d  th e y  c o u ld  fin d . H e r e  th e  
w o o d  w a s  th in  a n d  th c  tre c s  s m a ll ,  th o u g h  a t  a  

fc w  ro d s  d is ta n c e  b e g a n  a  d e n s e ly  t im b e r e d  sw a m p  
tlia t  lo o k e d  im p e n e tra b le . T h e y  h a d  c a te n  n o th in g  

b u t  a  c o id  lu n c h e o n  s in c e  a n  e a r ly  b r e a k fa s t ,  a n d  

a ll w e re  v e r y  h u n g r y -  I t  w a s  w h ile  th e y  w e re  
s ip p in g  th e ir  h o t  co ffe e , a n d  t a lk in g  o v e r  th e  
d a y ’s e x p c r ic n c e  b y  a  d im  l it t le  fire , th a t  th e y  first 
h e a r d  a  p e c u lia r  c r y , o r  w a il, c o m in g  o u t  o f  th e  
s w a m p . U n e le  C h a r ie y  s to p p e d  in th e  m id s t  o f  a 
s i p ; M r. M a rv in  t u m c d  h is  h e a d  to  o n e  s id e  to  

lis te n  in t e n t ly ;  a n d  M r. G ó m e z  s a id ;  

“ A p a n t h e r ! ”
J u d g c  ju m p e d  a s  i f  s o m e th in g  h a d  b it te n  h im .

“ U g h !  L a w s o ’ r o a s s y !  W h a t  w e  g w in c  d o ? ”  h e

c r ic d , fo r  h e  w a s  b a d ly  fr ig h te n e d .
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“  L e t  ’s  g o  a n d  k i l l  i t , ”  sa id  H u g h .

“ H o w  fa r  a w a y  d o  y o u  th in k  i t  i s ? ”  N e il  in- 
q u ire d  o f  U n e le  C h a r le y ,  a s  t h e y  h e a r d  it  sc re a m  
a g a in .

“ I t  ’s r ig h t  d o w n  th e r e  in  th e  s w a m p ;  i t  ca n  
n o t  b e  v e r y  fa r  a w a y ,”  r e p lie d  U n e le  C h a r le y .

“ I th o u g h t  1 h e a r d  d o g s  b a r k in g  a w h ile  a g o ,”  
re m a r k e d  M r, G ó m e z. “ I th in k  th e  In d ia n s  are

A r r a n g e m e n t s  w e re  a c c o r d in g ly  m a d e  to  divide 
th e  n ig h t  in to  w a tc h e s , N e i l  a n d  H u g h  w ere  to 
s it  u p  u n ti l tw e lv e  o ’c lo c k , a fte r  w h ic h  M r. M arvin  
a n d  M r. G ó m e z  w e re  to  d iv id e  th e  re s t  o f  th e  n igh t, 
a l lo w in g  U n e le  C h a r le y ,  w h o  h a d  su ffe r e d  a ll day 
w ith  h e a d a c h e , to  g e t  u n d istu i'b e d  rest.

A  s u ff ic ie n t  s u p p ly  o f  d r y  w o o d  h a d  b e e n  gatli- 
e r e d , s o  th a t  a  fire  c o u ld  b e  k e p t  b u r n in g  a l l  u igh t.

" ■ n o i V  g i v e  h i m  T H E  I I U T T ! ’  C U I E D  U N C L E  C H A R L E V .”

o n  a  b ig  h u n t . P e r h a p s  th e y  h a v e  d r iv e n  th e  
p a n th e r  in to  th is  i i t t le  h u m m o c k .”

“ D e m  g o o d -fu r-n u fíin  In ju n s  ’l l  j e s ’ s c a lp  us 
fo r  s h o ’, ”  m u tte r e d  J u d g c .

T h e  b o y s  lo o k e d  a t  e a c h  o t h c r  a  li t t ie  u n e a s ily . 
I t  w a s  n o t  v e r y  p le a s a n t to  Ü tin k  o f  b e in g  su r- 
ro u n d e d  b y  s a v a g c s  a n d  h a v in g  a  p a n th e r  p ro w l-  
in g  a b o u t  c ió se  to  th e ir  u n p r o te c te d  c a m p .

“ O h , th e  I n d ia n s  a r e  h a r m le s s ,” sa id  M r. G ó m e z, 
“ b u t  w e ’ ll  h a v e  to  lo o k  o u t  fo r  th a t  p a n th e r ;  
fo r , i f  it  h a s  b e e n  c lia s e d  fo r  a  d a y  o r  tw o , it  m a y  
b e  d e s p e r a tc  a n d  d a n g e r o u s .”

T h e  m o o n  d id  n o t  r is e  u n ti l a b o u t  te n  o ’c lo c k ;  
b u t  w h e n  its  l ig h t  b e g a n  to  fa ll a c ro s s  th e  lan d- 
s c a p e , th e  s w a m p  in w h ic h  th e  p a n th e r  s e e m e d  to 
b e  r o a m in g  lo o k e d  d o u b ly  w ild  a n d  w c ird .

H u g h  a n d  N e i l  k e p t  c ió s e  to  th e  fir e , w ith  th eir 
g u n s  r e s t in g  a cro ss  th e ir  k n e e s , r c a d y  fo r any 
e m e r g c n c y .

A t  la s t , n e a r  e le v e n  o ’c lo c k , th o  o c c a s io n a l 
s c r e a m s  o f  th e  p a n th e r  s u d d e n ly  c c a s c d , a n d  m ore 
th a n  h a l f  a n  h o u r  p a sse d  b e fo re  a n y t h in g  fu rtlie r  
w as h e a r d ;  th en  a l l  a t  o n c e  N c il  s a w  a  la rg e  
a n im a l ru n  u p  a  tre e  a n d  ta k e  a  c a t- lik c  position

i
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„ n  a  l im b  a b o u t fo r ty  fe e t fro m  tb e  g ro u n d . l  h e  
m o o n lig h t  fe ll u p o n  it  fro m  s u c h  a  d ire c tio n  th at 

its  o u tlin e s  w e re  s t r o n g ly  m a r k e d  a g a in s t  so m e 
m a sse s  o f  d a r k  fo lia g e , N e .l  to u c h e d  H u g h  s arm  
u n d  w h is p e r e d :  “ Y o n d e r  it  is , s e e !  a n d  h e  

p o in te d  to w a r d  i t  w ith  h is  fin g e r.
H uo-h ’s  g a ze  d is c o v e r e d  it  v e r y  q u ic k ly . B o th  

b o y s  f d t  a  s tra n g e  th r i l l  a t  s ig h t  o f  th e  b e a s t . T h e y  
c lu to h e d  th e ir  g u n s  a n d  r e g a r d c d  e a c h  o th e r  for 
m o m e n t  in s t le n c e . N e i l  w a s  th e  firs t  to  sp e a k .

-  A r e  y o u  a fra id , H u g h ? ”  h e  w h is p e re d , b h a h  

w e c a li  U n e le  C l ia r le y  a n d  th c  re s t  ? ”
H u g h  c a u g h t  a  m e a n in g  m  N e tl s w o rd s n o t 

d ir e c tU  e x p re s s c d  b y  th e m  a n d  a t  on ce  h e  re p h e d ^  
“  N o ; le t  ’s k i l l  th e  p a n th c r  o u rsc lv c s , M y  g u n  

is  lo a d e d  w ith  n in e  b u c k s h o t  in  e a c h  b a r r e l , ’
“ S o  is m in e ,”  s a id  N e il.  “  H o w  m a n y  sh e lls

h a v e  y o u  ? ”  . ,
“  T e n ,  a n s w e re d  H u g h ,”  a fte r  c o u n t in g  th e m .
“  I h a v e  e ig h t ,”  s a id  N e il.

“ W e l l , ”  a s k e d  H u g h ,  “  w h a t d o  y o u  s a y .
“  L e t  ’s lr>' i t  b y  o u r s e lv e s ,”  w as N e iT s  rcp ly -

“  A l l  r i g h t .”  ,
T h e ) ’ b o t h  ro s e  a n d  s to o d  fo r  a  m o m e n t b e s i-

W c  m u s t  h a v e  so m e  p la n  o f  a c t io n ,”  s a id  N c il. 

“  L e t  ’s s lip  d o w n  c ió se  to  th e  tre e , ta k e  g o o d  a im  

a t  th e  b e a s t , firo  Ijo th  b a r r é is  a t  it ,  a n d  ru n  b a c k

h e r e ,”  a n s w e r e d  H u g h .
“  T h ir t y - s ix  b u c k s h o t  o u g h t  to  k ill  it, sa id  N e il. 

“ W h y ,  o f  c o u r s e  ! ”  e x c la im e d  H u g h .
“  W c i n u s t  b e  s u re  n o t  t o m i s s ,”  c a u t io iie d  N e i  , 

“  a n d  to  a im  a t  its  s h o u ld e r ,”  h e  a d d e d .

“ Y e s ,”  a n s w e re d  H u g h . “ H o w  p r o u d  U n e le  
C h a r lie  w ill  b e ,  i f  w e  g e t  th a t  p a n th e r ’s s k m  . ’

T h e  tre e , u p o n  a  lim b  o f  w 'hich th e  p a n th e r  h a d  
s ta tio n e d  itse lf. w a s  a b o u t  tw o  h u n d r e d  y a r d s  dis-

ta n t  fro m  th c  fire.
“  C o m e  o n ,”  sa id  N e il,  “  a n d  k e e p  c o o l. ■
S id c  b y  s id e  th e  b o y s  w a ik c d  s lo w ly  a n d  c a u -

lio u s lv  tosvard  th e  tree.
T h e  p a n th e r  saw  th e m , n o  d o u b t ;  fo r  i tc r o u c l .e d  

f la t  o n  th e  lim b , a n d  g a v e  fo r th  a  lo w , trc ra u lo u s

H u g h  h a lte d  in v o lu n ta r ily , b u t  N e i l  to u c h e d  h is  

a rm  a n d  w h is p e r e d :
“ C o m e  o n .”  , , ,  ,
T h e  p a n th e r s c r e a m c d  a g a in  a lm o s t  im m e d ia te  y , 

th is  tim e  m u c h  lo u d c r  th a n  b e fo re . I t  re q u ire d  
a l l  th e  c o u r a g e  t h c  b o y s  c o u ld  c o m m a n d  to  m a rc h  
s tr a ig h t  o n  to w a r d  th e  fc r o c io u s  b e a s t ;  b u t  N e il  
w o u ld  n e v e r  tu rn  b a c k  w h e n  o n c e  h e  h a d  
s ta r te d , a n d  H u g h  w as to o  p r o u d  to  a b a n d o n  his 
b r o th e r  in  th c  fa c e  o f  d a n g e r . T h e y  w c n t  o n  u n ­
t i l  th e y  w e re  w ith in  fifty  fe e t o f  th c  tr e e . T h e  
p a n th e r  h a d  tu rn e d  its  fa ce  in t h c ir  d ire c tio n , a n d  

its  e y e s  g la r e d  s a v a g e ly  a t  th e m .
“ R e a d y , n o w ,”  w h is p e r e d  N e il.
“ Y e s ,  r e a d y ,”  a n s w e re d  H u g h .
“ W h e n  I s a y  ‘ f ir e , ’ — b la ze  a w a y  I ' »ücled

N e il.
“  A l l  r ig h t ,”  sa id  H u g h .
T h c y  ra ise d  th e ir  g u n s  a n d  a im e d  a s  s t c a d ily  as

e x c la im e d  N e il,  a n d  th e  w o o d s fa ir ly  

s h o o k  u-ith th c  ro a r  o f  th e ir  g u n s.

( Tt> Is! con lÍH ued -)

T H E  V E T  5 'V A H .
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L I T T L E  B E R T IE .
B y  B e s s i e  Hir.i,.

£  ■' '*0.

O n f . d a y  l i t t l e  
Bercie Green carne 
runn ing  in from che 
fields. She carried 

something in her apron, but no 
one could see what it was. She 
w en t  up to her mother’s room. 
H er  mother was very tired, and 
was resting in the big easy-chair.

“Oh, Mamma," said Bertie, “l e t ’s 
play three wishes ! Play you ’re 
a poor woman and 1 ’m a be-yoo- 
tiful fairy. Will you, M am m a ’’ 

M am m a laughed, and said she 
would try.

“  Good ! " said Bertie, “ you ’ll 
see what a lovely game it is ,Mani-
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ma. N ow, shut your eyes tight,  ’cause we ’re going to b eg in ! 
I ’m a fairy, and I ’ll grant you three wishes. T here  ’s some­
thing in my apron, you know, M amma, but i t  s a seciet. 
N ow , W I S H  ! ”

“  W el l ,” said mamm a, closing her eyes, “  let me th m k  ot
something to wish for.”

“ T h a t ’s right, M a m m a ;  wish for something very nice
a flower, or a cherry, or anything ! ”

“  I wish for a — flower,” said her mamma, very slowly.
“  H ere  it is ! ” cried Bertie, laughing with joy, and hand- 

ing her m am m a a lovely rose. “ N o w  wish again, Mamma. 
“ Let —  m e — think ,” said m am m a again ;  “ now what

S H A L L  I wish for ? ”
“  Something to e a t ! ” the fairy hinted.
“ Oh, yes, something to e a t ! ” m am m a said ;  “ well, I 

wish —  I wish for two nice cherr ies ! ”
“ Good! go od !” shouted Bertie, giving m am m a a b ngh t  

littie red bunch. “  H o w  d i d  you know? Are they sweet ?” 
“ Yes, indeed,” said mamma, “ and I thank you very much, 

good fairy! But there were to be three wishes. I can
have another wish, you k n o w ! ”

“ Y -e - s !” said Bertie, looking troubled, and letting go ot 
the littie empty ap ro n ;  “ only, 1 don’t know  how to play
any more wishes.”

“  I do ! ” said mamma ; “  1 wish for a kiss! ” T h en  you 
should have seen the happy fairy climb up, throw her littie 
arms around m am m a’s neck and kiss her again and again I 

“  T h a t  was the very best wish o f  all ,” sai.d mamma.
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© H E  S ü .  R I G H O L A S  f Í L M A N A G SEnSUIJER,

P H c K n r s  iiD w  d r iv c s  I n io  t l i c  Sc.alc><, 
H I s  s k y w a n l  c o u n c  d e s c e n d m g .

A n d  l i p s  i h e  b e c n i ,  a n d  g c t s  a  falJ, 
J u s i  a s  ih e  s u m m e r  Y  c n d in g .

I l j y D a y Mouu s  M ticit's 5itJ) o r
o f nf A bl‘ PfACií. N oon H o lK lay s a n d  (n d d e c m .

M onch, W c« k - M a rk .

II. ,M. S r O I l T  F Ü R  T H E  M O N T H .
1 M o n . 12 C .ap ri, 12 . L o u l s X l V ,  F r a n c e ,< 1171 . '

2 T i i c s . 13 A q u ;i. 12 . ( I c o .  M o r e a u ,  d i« d  1813. H u n i ;  a n d  i h e r c ,  o n  b r o o k  a n d  r ív e r .

3 W c d . l ' i 11.59 O ü v e r C r c . m w c l ) ,  d .  1C5H. W h e r e  c lie  a l ia d o w s  f l o a i  a n d  q u ir c r ,

i T h u r . " Ü L l ,  “ 11-59 C h a t c i iu b r l . in t l ,  b o r n  17U8 .
P u s h i n g  g a y l y  Iro m  t h e  s h o r e , 
M e r r y  r o w c r s  p i y  t h e  o ar.

3 F r i, 10 F is c e s 1 1 . s e R í c h c l i c u ,  bctrn 1385 .

G h a c 17 11.58 E v k n t x g  S k i e s  f< > k  V o i n g  A s T R 0 . \ 0 3 r K k ¡5.

7 . S 13 '• 11.53 13i h  S u n d a y  a f t e r  T t i n i i y , ( S c c  I n t r o d u c i i o n ,  p a g e  2 5 5 , S t . N i c h o l a s  fo r  J a n u a r y . j *
1 8 M o n . 13 A r i e s 11.57 C a p t u r e  S e b a s t o p o l ,  185.5.

' 0 20 11.57 J a m c í i l V ,  S c o t l 'd ,  d . l ó l ü S sP T B JT B E R  X5 t h , 8 ,?0  M.
I f  y o u  w a n t  to  s e e  Y e n c s , J c n T C R ,  o r  S A T C k K , y o u  i m u t  

l a k c  a  p e e p  o u i  o f  a n  c a s t e r n  w i n d o w  a b o u t  fu t ir  o 'c l o c k  ín! 1 0 W c< l, • i i T a u r i ;  ► 11  ,.77 ( n e a r  .A íd e b a r a n .

1 1 T h u r . 22 “ 1 1 .0 6 C “  “ t h e  m o r n in g .

1 1 2 F f l 2o O r io n 1 1 . 5ü <' “  S a t itr n . A l t a i r  n o w  s ü g h i l y  lo  t h e  w c s t  o f  o u r  s o u t h  m a r k .

1 13 S a t . 2i O e m in í 21.56 G e n . J a m e s  W o l f e .d .  17óu,
N e a r  i i .  b u t  a  ir i f le  10  t h c e a s r ,  i s  a  p r e t t y  I ft i le  d ia m o n d - s h a p c d  
g c o u p  o f  s t a r s ,  o f t e n  c a l le d  J o b ’ s C o f ñ n .  T h e s e  u r c  ¡ n  t h e  c o n *

! 1 1 . s 2ú C a n c u r 11. 5,5 14t h  S u  n d a y  a f t e r  T i 'í n i t y . s r c l la i ío n  o f  T k i  D o lp h in .  L .x a c d y  Ín  i h e  s o i i i h ,  a t  s o m e  dis«

1 . ' M o n . 20 (t 11.55 <í n e a r V e i t u s - t a n c c  b e l o w  A l t a i r ,  ;«nd p o l n i i n g  l o  t h a l  s t a r ,  a r e  l w o  suir.s 
q u i t e  n e a r  t o g e t h e r  t h a t  m a r k  t h e  Z a d i n c  c o n s t e  Hat Io n  O í  f r i -  
cornus^  o r  T h e  G o a t.  T h e  u p p c r  o n c  o f  t h e  t w o  h a s  a  fu ilu

l ü T u c s . I .c o 11.63 C  "  J ú p it e r .

17 W c d , 2,s 1 1 . S i P h iU p  I V .  S p a í n ,  d .  1665 . s t a r  clo-.G  l o  í t .  T h e  l o w e r  o n c ,  c a l l e d  B e t a  C a p r i c o r n i ,  is

I fi T h u r . 20 11,54 r e m a r k a b lc  t h is  y e a r  frcm i t h e  f a c t  t h a t  ít  í s  c o v e r e d  b y  t h e

10 F r i, :.‘ F \ \ 11. 5S P r e s .  G a r ñ e l d ,  d ie d  18 8 1.
m o o n  o n c e  ín  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  e a c h  m o n th . W h e n e v e r  l h c  p k ic e  
o f  t h e  m o o n  is  m a r k e d  in  t h e  A h n a n n c  a s  b e i n g  ín  C a p ik o n m s ,

00 S a c. 1 11,53 A l e » ,  t h e  G r e a t ,  b . 350  i i .c . y o n  w i l l  s e e  h e r  n o t  fa r  f r o m  t h is  s t a r ,  g e n e r a l l y  to  t h e  e a s t

2 1 S 2 11.33 15 i h  S u n d a y a f t e r  T r i n i i y . o r  w e s t o f  Í l. B u t  ín  O c t o b e r ,  t h e  o c c u í t a t ío n  ( a s  t h e  p a s s a g e

22 M o n . ■i L i b r a 11.52 C n e a r  M a r s .
o f  t h e  m o o n  o v e r a  s t a r  is  c a l l e d )  w í l l  o c c u r  a t  a n  h o u r  w h e n  
w e  c a n  o b s e r v e  ¡ t

23 T u e s . i 11.52 C a p t u r e  o f  A n d r ó ,  1780, T h e  S q u a r e  o f  P e p is u s  i s  n cn v  h í g l i  n p  ín  t h e  es.«c. T h e  
g r e a t  D í p p e r  í s  l o w  d o w n  I n  t h e  n o n h - w e s f ,  L y r a ,  l i i e  B e a u i í-2i W e d 0 Ü p h iu c h 11.32

T h u r . 0
f u l ,  h a s  p a s s e d  t o  t h e  w c s t  o f  o u r  s o u t h  m a r k ,  a n d  T/tc S ^ u n »,

¿0 11.31 w í t h  i t s  l e a d i n g  b r i l l i a n t  A r i d e d ,  h a s  c r e p t  n e a r l y  to  i h v  p o in t
2C F r i. 7 S a g i ; . 11.31 D a n i e l  B o o n c ,  d í c d  1820. o v e r h e a d .  .A m a r e s ,  l h c  r e d  s t a r  o f  t h e  S ro r/ ío n ,  ís  s e t i í n g  in

27 S a t . 5 1 1 . .->1 L o u is  X I I L  F r a n c e ,b .  1601 t h e  s o u t h - w e s i ,  T h e  b r i g h t  s t a r  r t s in g  ín  lhc f a r  n o r ih * e a s t

23 3 11.30 16 th  S u n d a y  a f ie r  T r in i t y ,
is  C a p c l l a  i n t h e  C h fir io ie e r .

W c  c a n  n o w  t r a c e  a n o t h e r  s t e p  i n  i h e  c o u r s e  n f  i h c  s u n .
23 M o n . 10 C a p r í . 11.30 A d m i r a l  N c l s o n ,  b . 1758. F r o m  t h e  p o í n i  w e  n o t e d  l a s t  m o n t h  w h ic h  h e  o c c u p i e s  o n  

l h c  a « d  o í*  N o v e m b e r ,  h e  p a s s c s  t h r o u g h  l h c  c o n s i e t la l í o n  o f30 T u e s . 1 1 A q u a . 11.50
S a g H iix r lu s , T l u  A  r c k e r ,  d u r i n g  D c c c m h e r ,  a n d r c a c h e s a p o i n t  
s o m e  d is t a n c e  b e lo w  B e t a  C a p r i c o r n í  o n  i h c  a i .s t  o f  J a n u a r y .

T H E W H I R L W I N D  A N D  T H E  Z E P H Y R .

‘  W h y  are you so  f ie r c e ? ”  said a gen tle  Z ep h yr, that had been b low in g over rose*gardens and was 
laden w ith fragrance, to a W hirhvm d that w as dashing fu n ou slv  around.

“  O h ! ”  said tlie W hirlw ind, “  I ’m not fierce ; that ’s  en ergy ! T ’m only a good  healthy WhirhviiKl, 
th a t ’s all. Y o u — poor liltle Z ep h yr, w ill die som e time for lack  o f  b r e a t h a n d  so  saying, he scizcd a 
rose-bush and  alm ost tore it up hy the roots, scattering Ihe rose-leaves far and wide.

“  A la s ! ”  said tlie Z ep h yr, as she hovered tenderly o ver the i-ose-bush, and tried w eah iy  to gather up the 
fallen petáis, “  you ’re not liealthy for others, m y friend, and  you do not seem to know  that m ight does not 
m ake r ig h t; as for me, 1 think a k iss is better than a b lo w ."

• T h e  ñ a m e s  n f  p la n e t!!  a r e  p r in t e d  in  c a p i t r ib ,— t h o s e  n f  c o n s í e l la t j n n s  Ín  I ta lic s .
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“  H A R V K ST-nnM K  ! H a rv e s l-h o m e  1 ”  ' m d o n r t o ^ l l h
M oth er , a fter a ll, lia v e  n t  you  . j  ,],3H  h ave  i 'u rp lc  en ou gh  to  g iv c  a ll th e  g r ib es
u p, a n d  t h e  v in e a  are  fa irly  g rca n m p  l  clon fo,. w h ile  m y brothers
a goocl rich  color. I tbm k I ought lo A ^ J  i  suppose I m u stp u t the tips o f  m y fingers
and sisters w ork . 1 only h ave to f = 'P ‘ >’ = red ; but I  leave a ll J  can o f hat
on som e o f the t r e e s ,  and begin te turn th eiH  shall T .a k e  h o ld  o f first?  Shall 1 cal! a

are thc M idas w h o  turns the pum pkins to puré gold.

P R E S K R V I N G - T I M K .

S a i d  M r .  R a lc lw i ii  -A p p le  
T o  M r s .  l ia r t l e t t  P e a r :

"  Y o n  ’ r c  u r o w in g  v e r y  p l i im p . M o d a in e , 

.A n d  a ls o  v e r y  fa ir-

•' A n d  t h e r e  i s  M r s .  a i n g s l o i i e  P e n c h ,  
S o  n ic l lo w o d  b y  I h e  h e a t ,
U p o n  r a y  v .o r d ,  s h e  r e a l l y  lo o k r,
Q i n t c  g o o d  e n o t i g l i  lo  o a i.

“ A n d  n ll t h e  M ia s e s  C r a b - a p p le  
H a \ 'C  b ln s h e d  s o  r o s y  r e d  ^
T h a t  v e r y  s o o n  ih e  l 'a r n ic r  -  « l ie  
T t ,  p l i i c k  t h e m  w i l l  h e  le d .

“  j u s t  .see  t h e  I s a b o l la s ,  
r h e y  r e  g r o w i n g  «o a p a c c ,
T h a i  t h c y  r e a l l y  a r e  b e g i n i i m c  
T o  g e t  p n r p le  in  t h c  fa c e .

• '  O u r  h a p p y  t im o  i ' o s e r ,
F o r  M r s  C r e e n  C a g o  P In m

S a y '  s h e  k n o w s  t in t o  l ic r  s o r r o tv , 
P r e s c r v in g - t i in e  h a s  c o m o ."

“ Y e s ! "  s a i d  M r s .  B o r t l e t l  P c a r ,
" O n r  d a y  i s  a lm o s !  o ’ e r .

A n d  s o o n  w e  s l ia l l  b e  s m o t h e r r a g  
I n  s y n i p  b y  ih c  s c o r e . "

.A n d  b e f o r e  ih o  m n n lh  w a s  c n t ie d ,
T h e  f r n i i s  t h a i  l o o k e d  s o  fa ir ,
H n d  v a i i is h e d  f r o m  a m o n g  t h e  le a v e s ,  
A n d  ih o  ir e e s  w e r e  s t n p p e d  a n d  h a tc .

T h e y  w c r c  a l l  o f  t h e m  in  p i c k l c ,
O r  In  s o m e  d r e a d f u l  'c r a p e ;
I  ’ in  e i d e r !  "  s ig h e d  t h e  A p p l e ;

"  1 h n  j c l l y  ! "  c r io d  t i le  G r a p o .

T l i e y  v o t e  a l l  in  j a r s  a n d  b o t t lc s ,  
U p o n  t h e  s h e l f  .a r r a y c d  ; .
A n d  in  t h e ir  m i d s t  p o o r  M r s .  Q u in c e  
W a s  t u r n e d  lo  m a r m a la d e .
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T T T ' J A C K - I N - T H E - P U L P I T .

T h e  n ig h t in g a le  b y  m o o n lig lit  c ie a r  
S o  s w c c i ly  s a n g , a l l  ca rn e  to  h e ar.
T h e  r a v e n  s a id :  “ I ’d  lik e  to  see  
S o  m a n y  l is t e n in g  to  m e,
A n d  w h e n  th c  n ig h t in g a le  is th ro u g h  
I ’l l  s h o w  th e  w o rld  w h a t I c a n  d o .”
T h e  n ig h t in g a le  w as lia r d lv  d o n e .
B e fo re  th o  r a v e n  h a d  b e g u n , '
B u t  a s  th e  p e o p le  h e a r d  h is  la y ,
T h e y  s to p p e d  th e ir  e a r s  a n d  ra n  a w a j ’.

T h e  r a v e n  s lo w lv  s h o o k  h is  h e a d ;
“  O  n ig h t in g a le ,”  h e  s a d ly  sa id ,
“  T h e  d iffe re n c e  I c a n  n o t  se e ,—

T h e y  lis t  to  y o u ; th e y  ru n  fro m  m e.
1 w ish  1 k n e w  th e  re a so n  w h y !
Y o u  s a n g  y o u r  s o n g , a n d  so  d id  I . ”
T h e  n ig h t in g a le  m a d e  so ft  l e p l y :

“  W a s  a n y b o d y  l is t e n in g  th e r e  ?
I d id  n o t  k n o w  ; I d o  n o t  ca re .
M y  m a te  is s i t t in g  o n  h e r  n est 
T o  g u a r d  th e  e g g s  b e n e a th  h c r  b r e a s t .
A s  in  ih c  th ic k e t  s h e  m u s t  h id e ,
S h e  c a n  n o t  s e e  th e  m o o n  o u ts id e .
T o  h e r  I s in g  w ith  a ll m y  m ig h t  
T h e  b c a u t y  o f  th e  g lo r io u s  n ig h t ,

A n d  c a n  n o t  te ll  it  h a lf , a lth o u g h  
1 lo v e  it  so  ! I lo v e  it  s o ! ”

T h i s  p r e t ty  s o n g -s to r y  b y  S e in ia  W .  P a in e , a 
fr ien d  o f  m y  b ird s , is  a s  tru e  o f  p e o p le  a s  it  is 
o f  b ird s . T h e r e  a re  ra\’e n -fo lk  a n d  n ig lu in g a le -  
fo lk  a m o n g  y o u n g  a n d  o íd , D e a c o n  G r c e n  sa y s, 
a n d  y o u  m e e t  th e m  e v e r y  d a y , in  o n e  w a y  o r 
a n o th e r.

T h in k  a b o u t it, e a c h  o n e  o f  y o u , d c a r ly  b e lo v c d s ,

a n d  s e e  w h e th e r  y o u  b e lo n g  to  th e  r a v c n s  o r  the 
n ig h tin g a le s .

A  N EW  W O R D .Q A M E .

K e r e  is s o m e th in g  a  l i t t le  o u t o f  m ;’ lin e . B u t 
a s  th c  L i t t le  S c h o o l-m a ’a m  h a n d s  it  in , a n d  hcas me-

w i l l . T h e  h ttle  la d y  s a y s  i t  w ill a m u s e  y o u  and 
y o u r  e ld e r s , m  o r o u t  o f  d o o rs , a n d  th a t  it  com es 
to  h c r  fro m  a  jr ie n d  o f  S t , N iC H O L A S , M r. G e o r c c  
B . B a r tie tt . *

H e r e  it  i s ;  b u t  d o n ’ t  a ll  p la y  it  a t  o n c e , m v 
c h ic k s , 01- m y  b ird s  w ill th in k  th e r e  ’s a  iDattle ra g  
ing b e tw e e n  th c  c ro w s  a n d  th e  k a ty d id s . I t  ts 

: c a llc d  b y  a  b i g  n a m c , to o  ; b u t  th c  L i t t le  S ch on l-
m n  a m  a s s u re s  m e  t lia t  i t  is  p e r fe c tly  h a rm le ss  
L e t  m e  k n o w  hoxv y o u  lik e  it , p lea se ,

W C N T A L  W O R D  C U L T P K E .

A l  l a s t ,  b y  a  c h a n g e  o f  r u lo  a n d  m e ih o d ,  i h e  g o o d  o íd  g a r a e o f  w o rd  
m a k in g  c .an  t e  p l a y e d  w i t h o i i l  p n n i e d  c a r d s  o r  le t t e r s ,  h y  ih e  sim i 
n ie r  m o o i . l i g h l  m  w . n t e r  h r e s it lo . T h e  m e in o r y  w i l l  b e  g re^ ,"  
a t t e i i g t h e n e d  b y  i h i s  n o w  a n d  f a s o i i ia i in g  a m iis e in o i i i ,  w l i i c l i  „ f l |  a i s '  
c i i l l n a c e  c o r r e o t  s p e l l i n g  a n d  b n n g  t o  n o c ic e  m a n y  c u n o i is w o r r i -  
A n y  n u m b e r  o f  p l a y e r x  m a y  j , i ,n .  T  h o  H rst in  l in e  m e i i t io n s a n y  u w l  
o f  t w o  o r  t h r e e  I c t ie r s ,  a n d  ih e  o n e  w h o  s i t s  n e x t  m a k e s  a n o t h e r  w o r ,'
p f i t  b y  a d d in g  o n e  o r  m o r e  l e t t e r s .  T h e  l lú r d  p l a y e r d o e s  ih e s a n - e  

5 ^ ' •  a i 'd s o  o n ,  u n t i l  a  w o r d  is  m a d e  t o  w h ic h  i i o o n o  c a n  a d d  • 

n l l o l  i  " ° i  ">  w h o l i n i s l w d  it . T h i l

P jh L  E  k  ,h  i “ " ‘' ‘ ' " I ’  “  UJ- tm iil fin-i s h e d ,  a n d  t h e  p l a y e r  w l io  f i r s t  s e c u t e s  f i v e  w o r d s  w i n s  t h c  e a m c  
w h ic l l  IS s u b je c t  t e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  r u le s  :  ® '

N’ d  p r o p c r  ñ a m e s  c a n  b e  u s e d

N o  w o r d  c a n  b e  c h a n g c d  u n ie s e  a t  lo a s t  o n o  l e l t e r  i s  a d d e d ,  an d  
t h e  n e w  w o r d  is  o f  d i f f e r e n i  r a e a n i i ig  f r o m  t h e  o n e  b e fo r e  it 

N o  p lu r a l  o r  c h a n g e  o f  t e n s e  c a n  b e  u s e d  lo  m a k e  a  w o r d  
L e f o r c  s t a r t i n g  a  n e w  iv o r d ,  t h e  p l a y e r  m u s t  c a l i  o u t  ¡ a  o r d c r  th o  

w o r d »  h e  h a s  a l r e a d y  s e o u r o d , w h i c h  c a n  b e  t a k e n  a » -a y  a t  th is  
t im e  b y  a n y  p b y e r  w h o  c a n  o d d  t o  n n y  o f  t h e r a ,  o r  c o m b in e  a n y  o f  
l l l c m  m í o  o t h e r  w o r d s  b y  a d d i n g  o n o  o r  m o r e  le ltc n s

f  a n y  p b v e r  d ..< c o v o rs  a n  e r r o r  o f  s p e l l i n g  in  a n y  w o i-d  g iv e n  
o u t ,  h e  c a n  J a i m  u  f o r  h is  o w n  b y  g i v i n g  t h o  c o r r c c t  s p e l l i n g

A n y  p l a y e r  m a y  c a l i  o n  a n o t h e r  fo r  l i l e  d e f in it io n  o f  a n v  o f  liis  
w o r d » , a n d  l í  t h c  s p e l l i n g  b e  n o t  c o r r e c t  fu r  t h c  w o r d  o f  t h a t m o a n in g  
h e  c a n  c l a im  it , a  t h o i i g R  c o r r o c t lv  s p e l lo d  f o r  a i io t l i o r  m e a n in g .

N o  u n r e a s o n a b J e  d e b y  i s  p e r m it t o d ,  a s  t h o  p i a j  e r i . c x i  in  t u r n  c a n  
p l a y  f h e h a s w a i i c d  ih r c o  r a i iu it o s , w h i c h  h e  c a n  c o m p u t e  b y  c o u n t-  
i n g s l o w l y  ih e  n u m b e r »  tu  o n e  h u n d r e d  a n d  e i g h i y .

H e r e  a r o  a  f e w  s p e c im e n  w o r d s  a n d  c l ia n g e s  :
A m ,  r a m ,  r e a m , c r c a n i ,  s c ie a m .
A t ,  c a t ,  c a n ,  c a t e r ,  c a n t o r ,  t ie c a n t e r .
W 'i g ,  t w i g ,  t w h i g c .

H e ,  h c jn ,  l ie lin ,  l ic im e t ,

W H A T  N O J S E  0 O £ S  T H E  8 E A V E R  M A K E ?

S e v e r a l  m o n th s  a g o ,  I ’ m  to ld , S t . N i c h o l a h  
a s k e d  y o u  th is  q u e s tio n , a n d  o u t  o f  m a n y  le tte rs  o f  
r e p ly  th a i c n m c , o u ly  a  few  w e re  b ase c í o n  a c tu a l 
o b s e r y a tio ii b y  th c  w rltc rs . T h e s e  a iis w c rs  vo u  
s h a ll h e a r  n o w :

B c r th a  xM. S . d e s c r ib e s  a  p e t  b c a v c r  th a t  had  
b e e n  g iv e n  to a  m e m b e r  o f  h c r  fa m ily . S h e  says 
th e  n o ise  i t  m a d e  ivas e x a c t ly  l ik c  th c  c r y  o f  a  v c r v  
y o u n g  b a b y  in  d istress.

J o h n  T ,  M c S . sa y s , “  I t  ’s a  so ft  s p la s h , th a t  you  
h e a r  o n ly  o n c e , ju s t  a s  th c  b e a v c r  tu rn s fro m  th c 
clam  it  IS b u i ld in g .”

• ■‘' . ' l í  G . l i . ,  a  tw c lv e -v e a r-o ld  b o y , l iv in g
m  U r b a n a , O h io , « r i t e s : “  I w a n t to  te ll vo u  
a b o u t th e  n o ise  th e  b c a v c r  m a k c s . H e  m a k c s  it 
w ith  h is  ta il .  m  u s in g  it  a s  a  tro w e l w h e n  h e  b u ild s  
h is  d a m . I t  s o u n d s  lik e  c la p p in g  y o u r  h a n d  o n  
a  ü o a r d  o r  p ie c e  o f  h a r d  e a r th .”
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A  C R A B - B A R O M E T E R .

W líL L , w h a t  s h a ll I h e a r  n e x t  ? T h is  vcr>- d a y ,
1 h a v e  h e a r d  s o m e b o d ) ' te ll  th e  d e a r  L i t t le  S ch o o l-  
m a ’a m  a b o u t  a  k in d  o f  c r a b  th a t  is  u s e d  b y  th c  
n a tiv o s  o f  th e  C h ilo e  Is la n d s  as a  n a tu r a l bavom - 
e tc r . I t  a p p e a r s  th a t  th e  s h e ll  o f  th is  se n sitiv e  
li t t le  k ic k e r  is  n e a r ly  w h ite  in  d r y  w e a th e r , b u t  
w h e n e v e r  it  is  c x p o s c d  to  m o is tu re , lit t le  r e d  sp o ts  
a p p e a r . T h e s e  d e e p e n  a n d  th ic k e n  a c o o rd in g  to  
th c  d e g r e e  o f  c la m p n css  lo  w h ic h  th e  s h e ll  is  e x ­
p o s e d , u n til fin a lly , in  th e  r a in y  s e a s o n , it  b c c o m e s

r e d  a ll o v e r . , .  , , j
l l a v e  a n y  o f  yo u  b e e n  to  th e  C h ilo e  I s la n d s , anci 

h a v e  y o u  e v e r ’ s e e n  th is  p a r t ic u la r  so r t  o f  c r a b ?  
Is  it  a  la n d -ci-ab  ? 1 s u p p o s e  it  is  ; fo r  a  w ater-era l), 
s c n s it iv c  to  d a m p n c s s , w o u ld  n ’t  m a k e  a  ver\- sa tis-  
fa c to r y  b a r o m c te r , 1 fa n c y . O r  is  it o n ly  a  so rt 
o f  p o s th u m o u s  c r a b , w h o se  rea ! life  o f  u se fu ln e ss, 
sü to  s p e a k , b e g in s  a fte r  h is  de.ath  ? 'VVho k n o w s .

W H Y  T U M B L E R .
N 'i .v c E K T c n v K ,  J i i l y  s d .  

I J ü A K  l A C K - l K - r i l E - P i ' i . l ' l T :  I  t h i n k  I  l i m e  r . i i m d  n n  a n s m - r  t o  
v u i i v  l u l v  a u o s t i n n  ; C c t l a i n  d r i n k i i i s - v c ' s o l s ,  u n o  o í  t w o  c c m u r i O '  
L o  i - c r c  c a l l e d  t i i r o b l e r s ,  b e c a u s e  i h c y  h a d  a^ p c r o t c d  o r  r o u n d  

b a s e  a n d  c c i i l d  n o t  b e  s e t  d o w n  w i l h  a n y  I m u o r  m  t h e m .  t h u s  c o m -  
p c l l i n g  t h c  d t i n k c r  l o  f i n i s h  l i i s  i n e a s i i r e .  H o p i n g  l l i i »  m a y  b e  t h c
co rro c t.m isw e i, 1 rem a in  y o i i r c o n s la n t  lead er,

JlMMA LAKilAN.

a  f o o t ; a n d  o n c  g ro w n -u p  c o r r c s p o n d c n t , c u rk n is ly  
e n o u g h , s a y s  th a t  a  t iim b lc r  s h o u ld  b e  c a lle d  stiiin - 
b le r ,° fo r  it  ta k e s  its  ñ a m e  fro m  th c  w o rd  s tu m b le , 
a s  it  is  “  a  g la s s  w ith o u t a  f o o t ,”  w h ich  c o u ld  o n ly  
b e  s e t  d o w n  e m p ty , a s  i t  w a s  s u re  to s p ill  a n y  flu id  

le ft  in it, , j  f
A  lit t le  m a id e n  o f  B ir m in g h a m , L n g la n d .  a l ie r  

e x p la in in g  th a t  tu m b le rs  o r ig in a lly  w c r c  m ad e  
p o in te d , so  w rite s  ;

1 r e a l l y  i l i i n k  t h a t  S t .  N i c h o l a s  Í5 t h c  n i c e s i  i n a g a z i n o  t h n t  

s v a s  e v e r  p r i n t e d .  M i s s  M c o i t  d e s e r v c s  a  v o t e  . i f  i h n n k s  ( o í  h e r  d e .  
h g h t f u l  • S p i n n i n g - w h e e l S t o r l e s . '  1 n m  a l s o  v e r y  i m i c h  i n i e r e s i e d  m  

‘ H i s t o r i o  I k i y s , ’  a n d  s v a s  s o  p l e a s e d  l o  s e e  o u r  P r i n c e  H a n s  o f  

. l l m i m o L i i h  a m o n g  t h e  n u m b e r .  . . m - n
“ I  h a v e  111 p r e p a r a l i o n  a  ' s a l l l u m b l c r  ( s u c h  a s  y o n  d c s c r i b e d

¡II I i i l v ) ,  a n d  1  h o p e  i l  w i l l  t u r n  o i u  a  SIIC C CS5.  ,

“  1  d o  n o t  s e e  m a n y  l e t t e r s  f r o m  t n g l i s h  g i r i s ,  b u l  s e v e r a l  o f  m y  

l i t t l e  f r i e n d s  t a k e  y o u r  b e a i i l i f n l  m a g r y i n e ,  a n d  l o v e  i t  d ^ a r l s v  ^
"  N o w ,  g o o d . b y e .  W i t h  l o v e  t o  '  D e a c o n  l . r e e t i  a u d  t h e  L i t t l e  

S c h o o l - i n a ' a n i , ’  I a m ,  y o u r  l i l l l c  f r i e n d ,  „

T H O S E  A G E D  A N I M A L S !

T h e k k , ,  o u r  tim e  is  u p  fo r  th is  m o n th , a n d  1
h a v e  n o t s lio w n  \'ou, a s  1 in te n d e d  to  d o , m o re  o f
Ih e  m a n v  iiU c re s tin g  le t te r s  th a t  h n \ c  b e e n  co m ­
in g  in  e v e r  s in ce  I a s k e d  fo r  fa cts  fro m  p e r s o n a l 
k n o w lc d g c  a b o u t  ih c  a g e s  o f  h o rse s  a n d  d o g s,

O t h e r  y o u n g  fr ien d s  w r ile  th a t ,  a c c o r d in g t o  so m c  B u t  y o u  sh all
d ic t io n á r ic s , a  tu m b lc r  is  a  d r in k in g -v e s s c l w ith o u t w a y , h e r e  ts s o m e th in g  q u ite  a p p r o p u a t e .

P V S S V ;  “ A R E  Y O V  T H E  L I T T L E  S C H O O L -M A ’ A m ' S  O T H E R  P E T ?
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T H E  L E T T E R - B O X .

C O N T R IB U T O R S ."vrc r e s p e c t f i in y  in fo r m c d  t h a t ,  b e t w e e n  t h e  i s t  o f  J u n e  a n d  t h e  X 5th o i  S c p t e m b e r ,  m a n u s c r ip t s  c a n  n o t  c o n v e n ie n t ly  

b e  e x a m in e d  a t  th o  o f f i c e  o f  S t ,  N i c h o l a s .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  t h o s e  w h o  d e s ir e  to  f a v o r  t h e  m a g a a i n e  w i ih  

c o n ir ib n i io n s  w i l l  p le a s e  p o s ip o n e  s e n d i n g  t h e ir  M S S .  u n t i l  a f t e r  t h e  l a s i- n a m e d  d a t e .

T h e  F lo r a l  L e i i e r  p r in t e d  o n  p a g o s  8 9 0 -8 9 4  o f  t h í s  n u m b e r  w i ll ,  

w e  a r e  c u r e ,  in t e r e s t  a l l  f lo w e r - lo v e r s  a m o n g  o u r  r e a d e r s ,  I t  is  

c o p ic d  fr o m  a  g e n u í n e  l e t t e r  w r i t t e n  h y  a  g e n t le m a n  to  h ts  l it i le  

n e p h e w ,  a n d  t h o u g h  s o m e w h a t  ín  t h e  n a t u r e  o f a  p u 2 z le ,  i t  w í l l  b e  

f o u n d  to  c o n v o y  in  i t s  f l o w e r - l a n g u a g e ”  s o m e  c x c e l l e n t  h in ts . 

A s  t h e  f lo w e r s  r e p r e s e n t c t l  a r e  n e a r l y  a l l  o f  c o m m o n  v a t ie l íe s ,  w c  

t h i n k  O iir  r e a d e r s  w i l l  h a v e  n o  d i f f ic u lt y  iit  d e c i p h c r i n g  i h c  F lo r a l  

L e t t e r ,  s in c e  b y  s u b s t i r u t in g  t h e  ñ a m e  o f  e a c h  f lo w e r  fo r  t h o  p ic t u r e  

o f  it , t h o  s e n s e  a n d  m e a n i n g  w ilJ  b e  e v i d e n t  a t o n c e .  H o w e v e r ,  fo r  

t h e  b e iie f lc  o f  t h o s e  w h o  m a y  n o t  c a r e  t o  s t u d y  o u t  t h e  l o i t e r  fo r  

t h e m s e lv e s ,  w e  s h a l l  p r i n i  Ín  n e x t  m o n ih 's  L e t t e r * b o x  a  k e y  10 II, 

w h ic h  c a n  t h e n  b e  c o m p a r e d  w i t h  t h e  o r ig in a l .

P a r í s ,  F r a k c f ,
D e a r  S t .  N i c h o i . a s :  I  a m  n o w  v i a l i i u g  ih e  b e a u t i f u l  c i t y  o f  

P a r i s .  T h e r e  a r e  s o  m a n y  th in g «  o f  I n t e r e s t  h c r e ! I  h a v c  b o e n  to  
I h e  P a l a c e  o f  V e r s a i l lc s ,  w h ic h  is  b e . t u i i f u l ; s a w  t h e  b e d  w h ic h  
L o u í«  X I V .  d ie d  o n ,  a n d  N a p o le ó n * .s  c a r r l a g e .  W e  a l t o  s a w  a  
p r e t t y  c h á t e a u  w h ic h  M a r ie  A n t o i n e t t c  b u i lt ,  h e r  c h a p e l ,  a n d  a  tro e  
w h i c h  s h c  a n d  L o i i i s  X I V ,  p la n fe d ,  I  h a v e  a ls o  v is i t e d  ih e  o íd  d t y  
o f  R o u e n ,  w h i c h  i s  v e r y  I n t e r e s t i n g ;  a n d  I  s a w  i h c  s p o t  w h c r c  J o a n  
o f  A r e  w a s  b u r n c d  a l  ih e  s t a k o .  1  h a v e  t o  w a i t  s o  l o n g  b e f o r e  y o u  
c o m e  t h a t  it  s e e m s  a s  i f  1 ’ ll  n o t  r e c e i v e  y o u .  I  w o u ld  l i k c  tu  w r íi«  
m o r e , but I  a m  a f r a id  I  s h a d  n o t  h a v c  m y  l e t t e r  p r in t e d .

Y o u r  fa i t h f u l  r e a d e r ,  M a d g b  .

P l i .m f t o x  H d i ' s e ,  W a t  c u  H i i . l ,  R .  1 .
D e a k  S t . N i c h o l a s : I  i-e ad  i i i  i b e  J u l y  n u m b e r  a  I c t ic r  fro m  

C h a r l í e  D e l a n y ,  l e l l i n g h o w t h e  C h í n e s e  im i l a t e d  t h e  p l a ie  t h a t  th e  
g e n t lc m a n  s e n e  s o  e x a c t l y .  W h c n  I  .s h o w e d  i t  t o  m y  c o u s in ,  s h c  
s a i d  t h a t  s o m e  o n e  h a d  to ld  h e r  t h a t  a  g e n t le m a n  s e n t  a  p a i r  o f  
p a n c a lo o n s  t o  a  C h i n a m a n  lo  l l a v e  a n o t h e r  p a ir  m a d e  l ik c  ih e n i. 
U n f o r i u n a t c l y  t h e  o íd  p a i r  h a d  a  p a t c h  in  o n e  o f  t h e  k n e e s ,  a n d  
w h e n  t h e  C l i in a m a n  m a d e  t h e  n e w  p a ir ,  h e  c u t  a  h o le  in  t h e  .sam e 
k n e e  Íii w h ic h  Ít h a d  b e e n  i n  t h e  o íd  p a ir , a n d  p a t c l i e d  ít.

S i n c e r e l y  y o u r s ,  H k l b n _E - ___.

R r o o k l y k ,  J u l y  r ,  X884.
D e a r  S t ,  N i c h o l a s  : P c r h ^ s  s o m e  o f  y o u r  r e a d e r s  w o u ld  l i k e  to  

h e a r  a b o u t  a  s o c i e t y  a  fr ie n d  o f* m in e  b e l o n g s  t o ,  I t  i s  c a l l e d  “  T h e  
C h a r l t y  S o c i e t y . "  T h e  r e a s o n  i h e y  c a l i  Í t  “ C h a r i t y "  i s  b e c a u s e  
w h e n e v e r  a n y  m e m b e r  s a y s  a n y  t h i n g  u n  t r u e  o r  a n y t h i n g  s h e  w m ild  
b e  u n w i l l i n g  t o  r e p e a t  t o  t h e  p e is o n  s p o k e n  o f  .s h e ís  f in c d  o n e  c e n t ,  
a n d  w h c n  t h e y  h a v e  a  l a r g e  a m o  u n  t  t h e y  u s e  í t  f o r  t h e  b c n c f i t  o f  
s o m e  p o o r  p c t s o n .  J .  L .

J ,  L . ' s  a c c o u n t  o f t h c  “ C h a r l t y  S o c i c t y ’ ’ w í l l  r e m ln d  m a n y  o f o i i r  

r c a d c r s  o f  t h e  s t o r y  e n t l t le d  “ T h e  S .  F .  B .  P . , "  p r in t e d  i n  o u r  la s t  

n u m b e r .

i  w o u ld  w j.sh  to  d o  s o . ”  U p o n  t h is ,  S t .  N ic h o l a s  p la c e d  h is  
h a n d s  o n  t h e  c h i l d 's  g o l d e n  h a ir ,  a n d  s a i d ,  “ D o  n t n  w e e p  y o u  w ill  
n o t  b e  s c o l d c d  t h i s  m o r n i n g ;  f o r  I  w i l l  p u l  b a c k  t h e  h a n d s  o f  th e  
s c h o ü l- h o u s e  d o c k  a n d  a l l  t h e  o t h e r  d o c k s  in  t h e  v i l l a g e ; b u t  t h is  Is 
f o r  to  i D y  o n ly .  'I 'a k e  i h i s  f lo w e r ,  a u d  f o r  t h e  fu t u r e  p l a c e  Ít a t  ih c  
h e a d  o f  y o u r  b e d  a n d  y o u  v ,i l l  w a k e  e a r l y  e v e r y  m o r n in g  ”  A n d  
s a y i n g ,  S t .  N ic h o l a s  b r o k c  o f f  a  b r a n c h  o f  t h e  v jp e r  s - g r a s s  a n d  
g a v e  II 10 h is  U tt lc  f r i e n d ,  a n d  w e n t  a w a y .  A f t e r  t h is  ch e  IItile  
g i r l  w a s  n e v e r  l a t e  a t  s c h o o l ,  a n d  i t  s o o n  S é c a m e  k n o w n  t h a t  s h c  
w a s  a l w a y s  t h e  f i r s t  10  a r r iv e  t h e r e . O n  h e r  t e l l in g  t h e  v l l b c e r s .  
t h e y  n ic k n a m e d  t h e  f l o w e r  t b e  " m o r n i n g  c a l i . "  \ itó  10 i h í s d a y  
w h e n  t h e  v i l l a g e r s  o f  F la n d e r s  w i s h  to  w a k e  e a r l y  in  t h e  m o r n in g  
t h e y  p l a c e  a  b r a n c h  o f  t h o  “  m o r n in g  c a l i ”  b y  t h e ir  b e d s id c s .

I  m u c h  enjo;*' r e a d i n g  y o u r  d e l ig h t f u l  p a p e r ,  d e a r  S r ,  N i c h o l a m  , 
a n d  h o p i n g  thxs l e t i e r  w í l l  f in d  a  c ó r n e r  In  y o u r  L e t i e r - b o x ,  a s  It L  
t h e  f i r s t  I  h a v e  y e t  w r i t t e n  t o  y o n ,  b e l ie v e  m e , y o u r  a d m í r in g  r e a d e r

V iolet M. C . ’

o  C l e v e l a n d ,  O h i o .
U e a r  b T .  N i c H O L A A :  I  h a v e  n e v e r  w r i i i e n  lo  y o u  b e fo r e ,  b n t  

l o - d a y  I  t h o u g h t  I  w o u ld ,  a n d  a s k  y o u  a  q u e s t io n .  W e  ü v c  in  a  
b o a r d m g .h o u s e ,  a n d  a  b o y  r o o m s  j u s t  a c r o s s  t h e  h a lt .  T h e  o t h c r  

d a y  t h e  b o y  c a r n e  in  a n d  a s k e d  m e  t o  c o m o  a n d  s c c  a n  “ c x p c r l -  
m c n t ' ’ o f  h i s ;  h e  g o t  hj.« id e a  f r o m  a  s t o r y  Í n  S t .  N i c h o l a s  o f  a  
b o y  w h o  b u r n t  b a r k  in  a  te a * k e t t le  to  m a k c  g a s .

H e  h a d  t a k e n  a n  o td  g l a s s  ín k - b o t t le ,  f i l le d  i t  w i t h  s c ra p .s  o f  p a p e r  
a n d  b u s  o f  w o o ü ,  a n d  s e t  h  o n  t l io  c n a l s  in  a  g r a t e ; s o o n  a  s o n  <>f 
s m o k e  c a r n e , w h ic h  h e  l ig h t e d ,  a n d  i t  h a d  h e e n  b u n i l n g  n e a r ly  h a lf  
a n  h o u r  w h e n  I  s a w  it , I t  w e n t  o u t  s o o n  a f t e r ,  a n d  w h e n  w c  to u k  
t h e  b o l i l c  fr o m  t h e  g r a t e ,  t h e  b o i i o n i  w a s  m c h e d  o u t .  W e  fille d  
a n o t h e r  b o l t le  w í t h  p a p e r  a l o n e ,  a n d  í t  b u r n i ,  to o . N o w ,  w a s  th a t  
g a s  t h a t  c a r n e  f r o m  t h e  m o u t h  o f  t h e  b o t i i e  ? I f  s o ,  w h a t  k in < l, a n d  
h o w  c a n  p a p e r  m a k c  g a s ?  Y o u r  a d m i r in g  r e a d e r ,

• -  B L A N C I f E  C .  L e G O E T T .
F ;  —  I  h e  p a p e r  w a s  n o t  c o n s u m e d ,  b u t  b u r n t  a f t e r  v/e t o o k  th e  

b o t i l e  fm m  t h e  g r a t e .

W h e n  a n y  m a t e r ia l ,  b e  ít  w o o d ,  p a p e r ,  c o a l ,  o r  a n y t h i n g  t h a t  w i ll  

b u m , i s  e x p o s c d  to  g r e a t  h c a i ,  g a s e s  o f  v a r io u s  k i n d s  a r e  e v o lv e d ,  

a n d  t h c s c ,  i f  m i n g lc d  w i t h  a i r ,  w i l l  b u r n .  I f  t h e  a i r  h a s  a c c e s s  to  

th e  m a t e r ia l ,  t h e  m a t e r ia l  i t s e l f  w i l l  a p p e a r  to  b u r n ,  y e t ,  in  r c n l lr y , 

o n l y  t h e  g a s  b i ir n s .  I f  t h e  m a t e r ia l  Ís in c lo & e d  i n  s o m e  v e s s c l ,  s o  

t h í i t  t h e  a i r  c a n  n o t  g e t  t o  i t ,  a n d  ch e  g a s e s  a r e  le<l a w a y  in  a  p ip e ,  

t h e y  w i l l  b u r n ,  e v e n  I f  q u i t e  c o i d ,  t h e  m o m e n t  t h e y  m e e t  t h e  a i r  a n d  

a  f la m e , ( A  g o o d  w a y  l o  t r y  t h e  e x p c r im e n t  Ís  t o  f i l l  i l i e  b o w l  o f  a  

t o b a c c o - p ip c  w i i h  d r y  s a w d u s t ,  c o v e r  i h e  t o p  o f  t h e  b o w l  w i t h  c l a y  

o r  p l a s t e r  o f  P a r í s ,  a n d  t o  t h r u s t  t h e  b o w l  o f  t h e  p i p e  i n  t h e  c o a ls  o f  

a  fir e , a n d  l e a v e  l l i c  s t e m  p r o j c c i i n g  fr o m  t h e  s t o v c .  S o o n  a  y o l  lo w  

s m o k e  w í l l  e s c a p e  f r o m  t h e  p ip e ,  a n d ,  i f  co u ch e < l w i t h  f la m e ,  w í ll  

b u r n  a s  a  t i n y  g a s  f la m e , O n  b r e a k í n g  o p e n  t h e  b o w l  o f  t h e  p ip e  

t h e  w o o d  w i l l  b e  fo u n d  r e d u c e d  to  c h a r c o a l .  T h e  c h a r c o a l  w i l l  

b u r n ,  b u t  w i t h  a  p a l é  f la m e , s h o w i n g  t h a t  a  p a r t  o f  l h c  g a s  h a s  b e e n  

e x t r a c t e d .  S u c h  a n  e x p e r lm c n t  í s  c a l le d  “  d c s i r u c i i v e  d i« tÍ1)a ( Í o n ,”  

b e c a u s e  l h c  g a s  a n d  s o m e  o t h e r  p r o d u c ís  a r e d i s t i l l e d  o u t  o f  t l ie  w o o d  

í n  a  r e t o r t ,  a n d  t h e  w o o d  Ís d e s i r o y e d  in  t h e  p r o c e a s .)

i ?  B a v r w a t b r  T e r  r a c e .  L o  n  d o n .
M y  d e a r  S t . N í c h o l a s : I  h a v c  n o  d o u b t  t h a t  s o m e  o f  y o u r  

r e a d e r s  h a v c  "  v i p e r 's - g r a s s "  in  t h e ir  g a r d e n s .  I t  g e n e r a l l y  f lo w e r s  
i a  J u n e  o r  J u l y ,  a n d  g r o w s  b e .st ín  c h a l k y  soÍI. T h e  s e e d  s o m e w h a t  
r e s e m b le s  t h e  h e a d  o f a  v íp e r ,  a n d  i i  w a s  fV om  t h i s  a r ó s e  t h e  id e a  t l ia i  
i t  w a s  a  c u r e  f o r  t h e  b i i c  o f  t h a t  r e p i i le .

I b e l i e v e  it  is  a l s o  k n o w n  a s  t h e  “  O x - i o n c u e , "  a n d  Ín F r a n c e  It 
is  c a l l e d  t h e  n 'v e i lU -m a l in  [ “ t h e  m o r n in g  c a l i " o r  “ a l a r m - c l o c k ’  J, 
T h e  o t h e r  d n y  I  r e a d  a  l i t d e  l e g e n d  c o n c e r n  i n g  t h i s  f l o w e r  w h ic h  I  
a e n d  y o u ,  t h i n k i n g  t h a t  p e r h a p s  ít  m n y  I n t e r e s t  s o m e  o f  y o u r n u m e r *  
c u s  r e a d e r s .

O n e  d a y  S t .  N i c h o l a s  m c t  a  l l i t l e  m a id e n  w e e p i n g  b i t t e r l y  o n  
h e r  w a y  t o  s c h o o l ,  a n d  r o u c h c d  b y  t h e  s i g h t  o f  t h e  c h i ld ’s  g r ie f ,  h e  
s t o p p e d  h e r  a n d  ín q u ír e d  t h e  c a u s e  o f  h e r  te a r s .  “  W h y  d o  y o u  c r y ,  
l i l t le  o n e ? ”  A n d  t h e  I it t le  g j r l  a n s v r e r e d , “ B e c a u s e  i  a m  la t e  
a g a in  t h is  m o r n in g  f o r  s c h o o l ,  a n d  w h c n  I  g e t  t h e r e  t h e  t e a c h e r  w í ll  
s c o l d  m e  a n d  s a y  I  a m  l a s y ,  h u t  I  k n o w  t h a t  i t  is  r e a l l y  n o t  m y  
f a u l t ,  f o r  I  c a n  n o t  p r o v e n i  m y s e l f  f r o m  w a k i n g  u p  la t e ,  m u c h  a s

_  ^  .  .  P a r í s ,  I I I .
D e a k  S t .  N i c h o l a s :  I  t h o u g h t  I  w o u ld  w r i t c  t o  y o u  a n d  te ll

y o u  a b o u t  m y  d o l ls  a n d  c a t s ,  I  f i a v e  a  g r e a t  m a n y  o f  th e m , I  w lll 
t e ll  y o u  t h e ir  ñ a m e s . M y  l i t t i e s t  i s  ih c  b a b y  d o l í ;  h e r  ñ a m e  i s  M a r y  
A n d e r s o n ,  a n d  I  h a v e  u v o  m o r e ;  o n c  ís  n a m e d  Q u e e n  V ic t o r ia .  
S h c  ís  m y  f ín e s e  d o l í ,  a n d  I h a v e  a n o t h e r  w h i c h  is  n a m c d  E m m a  
A b b o t .  T h e n  I  h a v c  t w o  c a i s ,  w h í c h  a r e  n a m e d  H a m l e t  a n d  S t i l l  
B i l l .  I  a m  n in e  y e a r s  o íd ,  a n d  I  l i k e  y o u r  m a g a z in e  v e r y  m u c h .

Y o u r s  t n i J y ,  A .  ]• ___________

S a n  R t r n a r d i n o ,  C a i _ ,  J u n e  29 , X884, 
D e a r  5 t .  N i c h o l a s  : I  h a v e  n e v e r  s e e n  a n y  l e t t e r s  f r o m  S o u t h e r n  

C a l i f o r n ia  in  t h e  S t .  N i c k ,  s o  1 t h o u g h t  I  w o u ld  w r i t e  o n c  a n d  & cc 
i f i i  w o u ld  b e  p r in te d ,

W e  a r e  h a v í n g  v e r y  p l e a s a n t  w e a t h e r  h c r c ,  a n d  e v e r y t h i n g  Is
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g r « n  a n d  f r e s h .  I  t h i n k  t h e  “  S c a r le t  T a n a g e r "  a n d  “  M a r v i n  a n d  

L  B o y H u n t c r s "  C t x R s n C E  H .  R -

CoLLEOE A ve ., No. a6. 
n v A »  S t  N iC H O U -e s t  W e  a r e  t w o  g i r i s  w h o  t h i n k  t h e  S t .

w r i t e  to  y o n  a n d  

w o u ld  l i k e  v « y  H e u e x  a n e  M .- .N .E .

B e d e o e p  P a b k ,  E n o l a n d ,  J u n e  23. 
D e a b  S t  N i c h o l a s :  1 h a v e  t w o  y e a r s  o f  r a y  S t .  N i c h o l a s

b n u n d  : o n c  i s  r e d  an’ d  o n e  b lu e .  1  \ ik i  t h e  fa ir y - s t o r ie s  a n d  p o e t r y

' ’T k S ^ ' ’ u  d o n k e y  c a l le d  S a n . .  H e  l ik e d  a p p le s ,  h . i t  t h e y  g r e w

to o  h i g h  fo r  h i m ;  s o  a  t a l l  h o r s e , n a r n e d  11
d o w n  w i t h  h is  m o u t h  fo r  S a ín  to  p i c k  t h e m . I  s h a ll  h e  s ix  n e x t

m o n t h ,  a n d  I  s h a ll  h a v e  a  p a r t y .  t J i . n r v T  C ___
t  r o m  y o v ir  ír i« n d , m l d c k i  l .

w e  t l t a n k  o u r  g i r i  a n d  b o y  fr ie n d s .  w h o s e  n a m c »  a r e  h e r e  g .v e i .  

f o r  t h e  p le a s a n t  le t t e r s  w c  h a v e  r e c e iv e d  f r o m  th e r a . W e  w o u ld  

b o  g l a d  t o  p u b li s h  t h e ir  l e t t e r s  i f  t h e r e  w e r e  ro o m _  A t  tt  t s  w e  

c a n  o n ly  a c k n o w l e d g e  ih c m  b y  n a rn e  ; L o n m . o  F _  H r i k  M e r u o

M  R o e d  I d a  G . ,  H .  H .  C . ,  A .  M .  N . ,  J . L .  S . ,  L i liu m  E .

O s t r a n d e r ,  E l i z a b e t h  A l l i n g ,  F b r o n o c  C .  I ’  ’
L o u is e  J o y n c s ,  J .  C .  W „  N e l l ie  W . ,  C h v r r y  W o o d ,  \ i v . a  B la ir ,  

H a i t i e  S .  M a s ó n ,  G e r t r u d c  H o f f o id .

a g a s s i z  a s s o c i a t i o n - f o r t y - f i r s t  r e p o r t .

T h e b e  s h o u ld  b e  a  f l a v o r  o f  s a l t  in  o u r  r e p o r t  I b i s  m o n t h ,  fo r  11 is  

d e v e l o p in g  in  t h c  s e a - s id o  l a b o r a t o r y  o f  t h o  B o s t o n  

H i s t o r y ,  in  c ió s e  c o m p a i t io n s h ip  w i t h  l o b s ic r s ,  c r a b s ,  h y  . 
r , r h L T  a n d  s t a r - f is h ,  in  v ie w  o f  r o l l in g  w a v e s ,  a n d  a m .d  t h e  w h l -  

o f  a n  « e l  i i r o e z e .  A  c o m p a n y  o f  e a t n e s .  s t u d c n t s  .are  tu  

w o r k  a t  t h e  v a r io u s  t a b l e s ,  a n d  a m o n g  t h e m  w e  n o t e  w . t h  p le a s u

" l " r n T y T o = . o t S l r ^ ^ " - L V t  .  ^

í l : :  t m s .  V
s p e n t  a  m o n t h  o f  c o n s t a n t  s i u d y  o n  t h e  lo b s t e r ,  n o t i n g  « ' « “ ' y  '  

L i  ¡ . r ^ c r u i r u u  Z o o t o ^ .  A l l  t h e  p a r t s  a s  d c s c r i b e d  h y  t h e  c

g e n e r o u s  o f ie r s  & o m  P r o f s .  J o r d á n  a n d  G r in n e l l .

BhO O M lN C.TO N , ISDI-AN A. 

D e a u S i e :  I n  S r .  N i c h o l a s  f o r  J u n e ,  p a g e  6 6 . ,  I  n o t ic e  a  c a l i  

f o t  a  ■' s p e c ia h s i  o n  f is h . a n s w e r  a n y  q u e s -

t f o ] , n r f i l e 7 & p ü f e Í ^ ^ ^ ^ ^  o f  y o u r  y o u n g  c o r r e .

S p o i i d o l u s m a y  a s k .  Y o u r s  r y  y ,  g

, A  P a r k  R o w , N r .w  Y o i í K ,  J u n e  3 0 , ,1884. 

D U A R  S , r :  V o u r .n .^ e U t i n ^ h .^ ^ h a n d - b o o k ^ ^ ^

ciationhasjust fallen in t o ^ ^  - stro.igly w  e v e r y
and the obiocts of the A a

s i u d e n t o f  Sc i e nc e ,  ' h o '  > ,  e o n e r a t u l a t io n s  t o  v o u  a s  th c  

10 , y o u  fo r  h’ yd ’' ' y L  I t  n .n s t  .a lw a y s  b e  a  s o u r c e  o f  th o
o n g io f i t o r  o f  ih e  , . .  f - . i  v o u  b a v e  m  t h i s  w a y
g r e a t e s t  c o n g r a t u l a lt o n  t o  s o i  , . | , i id r e „  o f  o u r
h e l p e d  to  h r o a d o n  o u t  t h e  U v e s  o t  ^  ¡  ,0  y n u r  a s s o c ia tc o n

c o m i t t y ,  A n d  n o  ' í " ' ' ’ ’ ' * ° J % ” r r i i o n ' c e  i n  t h e  y e a r s  
t h e r e  w i l l  b e  m a n y  w h o  „ g i n g  y o u r  h a n d - b o o k , i t  h a s
t h a t  a r e  10 c o m e . A f ' c r  '  ,^ , h „ t , a , ; i g e n e r a l k n o w l e d g c o f
occurred to h '«'l 'h 'J ’h '''. ' 'C 5°"f..,s|„ance l o  somc ofyour inemSers. 
North Aniorioan birds my“ peoLal.y, and I  shouldGeneral N o r t h  American nrnithologyis my spee , ,

h e  h a o D V  10  i d o n li f y  a n y  s p e c im e n s  t h a t  m a y  b e  s e n t  t o  m e  b y  a n y
l . S f . r L f t h o A  A  o r t o b e o f  S e r v ic e  10  t h e m  in  a n y o l h e r  w a y .
™ S h o n i r » y  o f  t h e m  r e q u ir e  h c l p  a b o u t  o u r  b . r d s ,  p r a y  d o  n o t  

h e s it a r e  t o  c a l i  u p o n  m e . Yours^especl/uhy^_^^^^_^__^^

T h e  C o H V E S T iO N .

T H E  S e c r e t a r y  o t  t h e  P h i la d e l p h i a  A s s e r a h l y  r e p o r t s  t h a t  a  v e r y  

l a r g e  n u m b e r  o í  C h a p t e r s  l .n v e  s ig n i l i e d  th m r  in t o n t io n  ' ' ' . ' h o d i n g  a  

d e l e e a i e  o r  d e l o g a ic s  t o  t h e  o o n v o n t .o n o n  b c p l e m b e t  a .  A m o a g  t h c  

t o p ic s  t h a t  w i l l  b o  d is o i is s o d  i n  t l ie  m e e t i n g  a t e  i  M e t h o d s  o f  w o r k  , 
t - L r t o s o f  C h a n c e r a -  t h e  u s o  o f  t h e  m i c r o s c o p e ; p r a c t i c a l  w o r k  in  

i L o g y ,  c o n c h o l o g y ,  o r n i t h o l o g y ,  a n d  e n t o m o l o g y .  
s e r t  t h c  fo l lo w i n g  c o r d b l  le t t e r  o f  i .n - . t a t .o n  f r o m  t h e  P h . la d e l p h . a

A s s c n b l y  o í  t h e  A .  A . :  p H tL A D E L R H .A , J u l y  a t ,  .8 8 4 .

, - S ! f r ? L ; ? A t l c t S r  t h ' ^ L ' n í l m l o ’n ' r e  h L t
p L S  . i d f  S e p t e r ^ b e r , w e  i b i n k  it  w e l l  t o  a ls o  e x t o n d  a n  m v u a t .o n

^'^íy‘ ‘ " T . t Í d T ? ^ n t e m b e r  a d ,  a t  8  r .  s i . ,  a  r e c o p t io n  w i l l  b e .  g i v e n
Ü n  W e d n e s d a v  a n d  T h u r s d a y  m o r n in g w , v i * i i s  w i l

t o  i h e m c m b c r s ,  N a t u r a l  S c i e n c e s  a n d  t b e  Z o o l o p c a l

^  J a  . u n  W e d n c s d a y  a n d  T h u r s d a y  a f t c r n o o n s ,  s e s s io n s  o f  th e  
G a r d e n s ,  o n  7  W o d n e s d a y  e v e n i n g  a  le c t u r a  w i l l  b e
c o n v e m io n  W .U  b e  o  ^.¡ j ,  p  . „ „ d  o n  T h .u r a t k iy
d c U v e r o d  b y  Rey H e ^ r y  E l e c t r io a l  E x h i l iu io n .

m o d a t io ii s  For v i s i o n g  c o n v e m io n ,  o n  ii iid

H o t e l ,  1 5 2 4  F n d  H o t e l .  A l l  m c m li e t s  a r e  r e u u e s ie d

c i t v ,  a n d  o b t a in  t i c k e t s  fo t  t h c  ” ' 'o ^ ,o i n ¡ n g  r e d u c e t l  r a i lr o a d  r a t c s  

A  c i r c u la r  g i v i n g  °  ; „ u e ó  T h i s  h a s  b c c n  s e n t  to
a n d  h o t e l  a c c o m m p d a t io n s h a s  t e e  w i l l  b e  m a i le d  10 o t h e r s
a ll  C h a p t e r a  a n s w e n n g  o u r  *

u p o n  a p p h c a u o n .  ‘  R 6 i i e r t  T .  T a y l o b ,

S e o ’ y  P h i l n d e l p h b  A s s e m b l y .  

A d d r e s s  o o m in u n io a .io n s  t o  P .  O .  B o x  2 5 9 . P h i la d e l p h . a ,  P a .

T h e  w a r m  m o n t h s  o f  s u m m e r  d o  n o .  b r i n g  t h e  u s u a l  d e c r e a s c  in  

I h e  n u m b e r  o f  n e w  C h a p t e r s  fo r m e d .
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N e w  C h a p t e r s .

N o .  Ñ a m e .  N o .
6 7 0  W r i g h t ' s  G r o v e ,  I l( ..........

6 7 1  I .y n d o n ,  V i . .
6 7 2  C h i c a g o  ( W ) .

6 73  M i l u 'n i i k e c ,  W ís ,  ( B j  . .
6 7 4  W a s K I iig c o n ,  D ,  C ,  (T) 
$75 N c v v p o r i ,  K .  l .  ( D ) . ,  . .

6 76  H u r l ín g lo n ,  N .  J .  ( B ) . . .
6 7 7  M i l w a u k c c ,  W is .  ( C ) .  ,

6 7 8  T a u n t o n ,  M a s s ,  ( C C  . .  .
$79  D e  P e r e ,  W U , ( E ) .............
6&Ó P e o n a ,  111, ( E ) .....................
68 1 G a r d e n  C i t y ,  L .  I . ,  N .  V ,
6 8 2  P h l l a d e l p h ia ,  P a .  ( W )  .

6 8 3  L o u i s v i l le .  K y .  ( C ) . . ,

0 /  ñ U fu O e n . A ríd res s .
. 4 -  M y r o n  H u n t  ( c a r e  M i l le r a n d  

H u n t ) ,
 1 2 .  . M i s s  A l i c e  E .  H a l l .
. . .  . x 6 , , N o b l e  M ,  E b e r h a r t ,  i 6 r  C a  

S a l le  S t , ,  R o o m  75 ,
. . .  9 . . M r s .  F ,  L .  A t k in s .

. . . .  j  .S p e n c c r  A .  S e a r lc .
. 4 ‘ . H e n r y  M .  S o o n p c r ,  169

B r o a d  W 'ay,
. . .  4> C ,  P - S m i t h ,  J r . ,  B o x 23 2.

. . .  4 ‘ .M Í s .c L i z z í e  J o r d á n ,  142
3d  Se .

. . ,  5  . D a n i e l  J ,  M e h e g a n ,
 i o , . B a n o n  L .  P a r k e r ,

. .  4 .  G u s c a v K I e c n c ,2 x 0 F o u r t h  S t .
. ( B í  5  C .  W .  C l a r k .

■ ■. 5 ■ .J a m e s  E ,  B r o o k » , x8 6 s  N o r i h  
2 4 t h  S r .

. . .  4 . . W i l l  C .  C o p e ,  i8 x 8  B a r r e r  
A v e .

R b o i í c a n i z r d .

3 4 S  T o r o m o ,  C a ñ a d a  ( A ) ................. / . . D a v i d  H o w e I I , 5 7  O lo u c e .,-
l e r  S t .

X44 M t ,  V e r n o n ,  N  V .
D f S S O L V B D ,

N o t e s .

u  * r ñ i> iv i^ d o w n .— T\\fi p h e n o m c n o n is  t h u s  e x p l a i n e d  b y
P r o l ,  V V o o d , in  ”  C o m m o n  O b j e c t s  o f  ih c  C o u n t r y ” : T h e  fr o g  
s h o w e r s ,  o f  w h i c h  w e  s o  o ft e n  h e a r ,  a r e  o c c a s i o n e d ,  n o t  b y  l í e  
a c t u a l  d e s c e ñ í  o f  f r o g s  f r o m  t h e  c l o u d s ,  b u t ,  p r o b a b l y ,  f r o m  t h e  g e n ia l  
in f lu e n c e  o f  ih e  m o is t u r e  o n  t h e  y o u n g  f r o g s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  a l r e a d y  
J ia tc h e d  a n d  d c v e lo p e d ,  a n d  h a v e  b e e n  b i d i n g  ih e i r  l im e  b e fo r e  
d a n n g  l o  v e n i u r e  a b r o a d .

i r ó ,  A  U n c u s  c y n th ia .  —  I n  a n s w e r  to  " X , ”  A t ia c u s  c y u th ia  Is 
a  m o th  o f  t h c  A t ia c n s  g r o u p  o f  t h e  fa m U y  L e y iU o f it c ra . h  i s  m o r e  
p r o p c r l y  c a l le d  S a m M  c y n ih ia .  T h e  c o c o o n  o í  t h is  m o tJi is  u s e d  fo r  
I h e  m a n u fa c t u r e  o f  s i l k ,  w h ic h  i s  o f  g o o d  q u a l l i y .  I  h e  m o t h  c a n  
b e  r m s c d  m  ehi» c o i u u r y  i n  i h c  o p e n  a i r ,  I t  fe ed .s  o n  t h e  a l ia n t n s  
J .  K .  K o a r d m a n , A u g u s i a ,  M e ,

1 1 7  B o h e m ia t i  r Z / fr / Z / n o .— H e a r i n g  t h c  n o t e  o f  a  B o h c m ia n  
c h a t ie r e r ,  I  d e te r m e n e d , i f  p r .s s íb le ,  lo  f in d  o u i  \ v h a t i t  w a s  d o i n e  
a w a y  f r o m  i i s  c o m p a n io n s .  I t  s o o n  f l e w  fr o m  ih e  t r c c  o n  w h i c h  it  
h a d  a l jg h t e d ,  a n d  b e f o r e  l o n g  a  w h o l e  f lo c k  o f  ih e  b i r d s  c a m c  l o  ih e  
s a m e  t r e e  a n d  b e g ^ n  e a t i n g  t h e  b e r r io s . T I n s  .s e e m s  l o  s h o w  t h a t  
t h e  b ir d s , h a v i n g  n e a r l y  s t n p p e d  o n c  t r e e  o f  i t s  f r u it ,  h a d  s e n t  th í»  
b ir d  10 f in d  a  n e w  f e e d in g - p l a c e .—  C h a s .  K e e le r .

1x8 . C o w .b ir r í .—  I n  S r .  N i c i io t .A .t  f o r  M a r c h  is  a  c o m m u n  le a  lio n  
I r o m  o  m e m b e r  o f  ih e  A .  A . ,  s i a t í n g  t h a t  fo u r  e g g s  o f  t h c  c o w - b ir d  
w e r e  f o u n d  in  a n c s t  o f  ih e  w o o d - t h n i s h ,  a n d  a s k i n g  i f a n y  p a r a l le l  
c a s e  h a »  b e e n  n o ie d .  I n  t h e  s u m m e r  o f  x 8 8 i ,  I  f o u n d  a  y e l lo w  
w m rb le r  n e s i  o f  s ix  c g g s ,  l w o  o f  ih e  w a r b ic r  a n d  fo u r  o f  t h e c o w .  
D in l. 1  t o o k  t h e  n e s t .  A b o u t  t w o  w e e k s  l a t e r  I  f o u n d  a n o t h e r  
n e s t  o f  t h e  w a r b l e r ,  n o t  t e n  f e c i  fr o m  t h e  f i r e t  o n e .  I n  Ii w e r c  t w o  
e g g s  o f  t h c  c o w .b i r d  a n d  o n c  o f  t h e  w a r b le r .  I  t o o k  o n l y  t h e  
J o rm c r. A  fe w  d a y s  la t e r  I  fo u n d  a n o i h e r  c o w - b ir d ’s  c g g  in  th e  
^ m e  n e s t ,  a n d  r e m o v e d  i t .  'F l i c  n e .x t  l ím c  I  o b t a i n e d  l w o  m o r e  
J i w a s  b e c o m in g  m t e r e s r in g .  N e x t  d a y .  to  m y  s u r p r is e .  I  fo u n d  
t h e  n e s t  e m p i y ,  a n d  m u c h  t o r m  T h e  w a r b l e r ’» c g g ^  w c r e  o n  t h e  
g r o u n d  b e n e a t h  i t ,  a n d  e a c h  o n e  h a d  a  h o le  p i c k e d  in  i t ,  I  c o n c lu d e d  

le h e m  V r  ^ ^ « n g c d  h e r  w r o n g s ,— H .  H . R i m e y ,  B e t h -

1 x 9  /Vfl«4vZ/«VT.— T h e  A H a c u s  / > rom ethca  ( H a r r i s ) ,  o r  C a llos - 
tm a  F > i> m cth ea  ( S a i in d e r s ) ,  i s  t h e  m o s t  c o m m o n  o f  t h e  l a r g e  m o th »  
h e r e . It»  « c o o n s  a r e  f o u n d  m  n u m b c r s  o n  m a g n o l ia . t r e e s  ín  c a r -  
d e n s  J  w i s h  t h a t  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  A .  A .  in  d i/T eren t p l a c e s  w o u ld  
t e ll  US h ü w  I h e  n u m b e r  o f  ih c s c m o t h .s  c o m p a r e .s  w i l h  i h a i  o f  o ih e r s  
h k c  t h c  P o ly h h c m u s  a n d  C i-crop ia ,  fo r  c x a m p l e .— C .  h í  H e w i n s  
K a r t fo r ^ l, C o n n ,  ’

J20. — W h i le  c x p l o r i n g a  s k it e  I c d g e  f o r  p y r i t e s .  I  fo u n d  a  
p la c e  w h e r e  1 h e  s l a t e  s e e m e d  lo  h a v e  u n d c r g o n e  a  c u r io u s  c h a n c e  
P i e c c s  c o u l d  b e  b r o k e n  o fT  m  t h e  s a m e  r e c t a n g u l a r  fo im  a s  u s u a l  • 
b u t  in s t e a d  o f  b e i n g  h a r d  a n d  b r i t i l e ,  i t  w a s  v e r y  s o f t  a n d  s l i g h t l v  
m o is i ,  W j I I  s o m c  o n e  t c l l  m e  I f  t h i s  d e c o m p o s ít lo n  o f  s l a i c  I? a  
c o m m o n  o c c i ir r c n c e ,  a ,  I  c a n  n o t  fin c i a n y  m c n t io n  o f  i t  i i i  r a y  m in -  

?¡? .P '' j ‘ .  cw:l'a'’ E=fo>-labelcdfoMÍIs.— R.
W .  W o o d ,  J r  , J a m a i c a  P l a i n ,  M .ass.

1 2 1 .  D a n n is — I  h a v e  \n\ná D r tn a is  n n h ip / -n s  m  l o c u s t .  T l i c r e  
w e r c  n o  m i llc w c c ils  a i iy w h c r o  n o a r  i h a t  t h e  la r v f f i  c o u l d  h a v o  
c r a w l e d  f r o m  h e fo r c  c h a n s i n g  10  l l i c c h r y s a l i .s .  C a n  a n v  o n e  t e ll  m e

w h e r e  10 s e n d  f o r '■ M o t r i . í 's S y n o p s i s  o f t h e  L c p i d o p l e r a o f  N  A  ’ ’
I-Viued b y  I h e  S m it l is o m a i i  I n s i .  ? — E .  H .  P ie r c c ,  A u b u r n ,  N .  Y . ’

132.  W h a t  ! í  u  r ~  I  a m  to o  y o u n g  t o  l i e l o n g  t o  ih e  A .  A . ,  b u t  J 
iiK e  t o  iv .n c h  b i i g s  a n d  in s e c t s .  I  c a n  p r i n t  q u i t e  w e l l ,  b u t  1  e e t  
P a p a  10 w n t e  w h .a t I  iv a n t  tu  i c l l  a n d  asfc  y o u .  I  f o u n d  o n  a  l e a f  
o l  a  m o r m n g - g l o r y  .a l i i i l e  iv in g e d  b a g ,  s h a p e d  l i k e  th o  c o m m o n

l a d y .b i i g .  I l  w a s  o f  ih e  m o s t  b n l l i a n t  g o l d  c o l o r ,  l o o k i n g  l ik e  a  
d r o p  o f  p u r é  g o ld  I h e  t ip a  o f  i B  f e e l  w e r e  l ik e  E ir u s im n  g o ld  
A r o u n d  t h c  b o r d e r  o f  i t s  b a c k ,  o v e r la p p in g  ih e  b o d y ,  w a s  a  ih in  
h i m  t h a i  l o o k e d  l ik e  g U s s .  A r o u n d  i i s  s jd c s  i h e r c  s e e m e d  l o  b e  a 
r o w  o f  b e a d m g ,  o r  l u t lc  d e n i s  in io  t h e  g o l d e n  e d g e .  1  p u i  i t i n t o  a  
c l c a r  g l a s s  b o u le .  A f t e r  a  l i t t l e  r im e  i t s  c o l o r  b e g a n  r o c h a n t e  i m i i l i t  
w a s  a  d a r k  b n c k  r e d ,  w i i h  ih r e e  b l a c k  s p o t s  o n  e a c h  w i n g .  1 th e n  
c o l  a  l e a f  h k c  t h e  o n e  o n  w h ic h  I  h a d  fo u n d  i t ,  a n d  p u t  i t  in io  t h e  b o it le  
U  im m e d ia t e l y  c r a w le d  o n  í t ,  a n d  s o o n  i t s  c o lo r  c h a n g e d  b a c k  lo  th e  
b n g h t  § o ld .  I h e  b l a c k  s p o t s  w e n t  a w a y .  I s  th U  a  la d y - b i iE ^  
M a r g i c  r ,  K i t c h e i ,  H a m í l io i i ,  T e x a s .

C c m p ñ i .— i  h a v e  f o u n d  o u t  w h y  t h e  c o c o o n « o f  A ita c it s  
c e c ^ p ia  o f t e n  h a v e  s l i t s  In  ih e  s id e . T h e  s a p s u c k c r  m a k e s  t h e m  in  
o r d e r  to  r ^ c h  t h e  p u p a ,  w h i c h  i t  e a is .  I  h a p p e n e d  t o  c a t c h  h im  a i  
I t .— B r a d l e y  M ,  D a v i s .

X24. C ro iv s .—  O n e  f a c t  t h a t  s t r u c k  m e  p a r t ic i i la r ly  w a s  t h a t  ih e ir  
i h e  tn h e r s , a n d  .s e e m e d  to  h a v e  g r e a r e r  p o w e r  

o t  I f ig h t . H e  g e n e r a l l y  k e p t  a t  t h c  h e a d  o f  t h e  f l o c k ,  b u l  o n c e  h e  
t u n ie d ,  a n d  s o ^ i n g  a h o v c  t h e  r e s t  f le w  10 t h c  r e a r ;  ih e n  t u  r u in e  
b a c k ,  h e  o u t * f le w  t h e  o t h e r s ,  a n d  a g a i n  r e a c h c d  t h e  he;«d o f  ih c  
m o v i n g  c o m p a n y .— L ,  M ,  H .

3 2 5. M u s A .n t t .— W e  v tv t  a  m u s k * r a t  g o  ih r o u g h  a  h o le  in  th e  
i c e ,  a n d  s o o n  r e t u r n  w i t h  a  c la m . I i  p r ic d  t h e  s h e l l  o p e n ,  a n d  a t e  
t h e  c la m . I t  d id  t h i s  a b o u t  t e n  t im e s  in  s n c c e .c s io n . ü n c e  i t  b o i  
o n e  t o o  b i g  t o  o p e n , a n d  t h r e w  i i  b a c k  I n to  t h e  w a le r .—  W .  M .  C lm e .

1 2 6 . C r k k t d — W h i l e  w a lk i n g  o n e  d a V . I  c a r n e  a c ro fi»  o n e  c r ic k e t  
b u r ^ in g  a n o ^ e r .  I  r e m o v e < l i t  a b o u i  i h r e e  f c e l  fr o m  i h c  d e a d  o n c , 
r>ut 11 c a m c  d ir e c t l y  b a c k .  I s  i t  c o m m o n  f o r  c r i c k e t s  to  b u r y  e a c h  
o t h c r ? — W .  H . W h i t e ,  S i .  J o h n la n d ,  N .  Y .

r ¿ 7 ,  PA 'C tiinQ  p rh n ro s G .—  \ h a v e  h a d  a u  O p p ó j L u u iiy  o f  s e e ín g  
I h is  m o n t h  s o m e  e v e n i n g  p r i m r o s e s — c u r io u s  f lo w c r e  i h a i  o p e n  m  
t w j h g h t .  T h c y  u n fo ld e d  in  a  s e r ie s  o f  je r k s ,  a n d  i h c  g r e a t  y c l l o w  
n o w e r  g a v e  o l í  a  s t r o n g  p e r fu m e , t h a i  s e e m e d  I n t o x i c a i i n g  t o  a  
n i jm h e r  o f  h u m m ln g .b ir d  m o t h s  t h a t  h o v e r e d  a b o u t ,  a n d  lo t  
th e m  s e l  v e »  b o  e a s i l y  c a u g h i  in  t h e  h a n d ,  A f i e r d a r k  1  p a s .e e d  b y  
a g a in ,  a n d  fo u n d  t h e  u n c a n n y  f lo w e r s  p l a i n l y  s  w a y  i n g  a b o u t  in  t h c  
d a r k n e s s ,  w h i l c  a l l  a b o u t  t h e m  w c r e  p e r f e c t ly  s r l l l ,  O f  c o u r s e  I 
s h o u ld  h a v e  e x a m in e d  t h e  w a y  i h c y  w e r e  a t t a c h e d ,  b u t  I  a m  s o r r y  
lo  s a y  t h a t  I  d id  n o l .—  C ,

i s 8 .  [ I n  a n s w e r  10 ih e  q u e s t io n ,  “ W h a t  c a u s e s ,  a n d  w h a  *«. ih e  

b lu e  p a r t  o f  t h c  fi a m e  n e x t  t o  t h e  g a s - j e t ? ”  I t  is  i h e  r e c u iu n g  

f la m e , a n d  In  i t  t h c  c a r b ó n  a n d  h y d r o g e n  o f  i h c  f ía m e  a r e  in  a  h ig h  

S ta te  o f  i g n i i i o n ,  a n d  a r e  in c lo s e d  f r o m  t h e  a i m o s p h e r e  h y  t h c  s iir-  
r o u n d in g  f la m e . j

E x c h a k g e s .

W a i e r - s n a i l5 ,  'p e i r i f i e d  m os.s, a n d  fo s s i l  sh c H s —  B a r t o n  L  P a r k e r  
D e  P e r e ,  W i s ,  ’

B i r d s ’  e g g s , — H .  W ,  D a v i s ,  N o r t h  G r a n  v i  l ie .  N .  Y ,  a n d  W  V  
A b e l ] ,  E a s ih a n i p io n ,  C t .

C o t i o n - p la n t  w i t h  c o t i o n - m o t h ,  fo r  ir o n  o r  s e a - w e e d .— R .  S .  C r o s s  
W e s t  P o i n i ,  M I sf iis s ip p i.

C a r n e t s ,  c í a y s ,  a n d  n ia r b i c ,  f o r  e g g s  a n d  m in era l.^  < jf t h c  W e s i  
—  D ,  W .  R i c e ,  B r a n d o n , V i .

M i n e m is  a n d  m s e c is ,  f o r  e g g c  a n d  s l lk - w o r m  e g g .s .— C a r le t o n  
G i lb e r i ,  1 x 6  W i l d w o o d  A v e , ,  J a c k s o n ,  M í c h .

B ir d s ’  c g g s . —  H a r i y  U .  B a i l e y ,  P r in c e  c o n , I l l in o is .
L r ^ d i s . f l y  c a s e s .  W r i t e  fir s i ,  H a r r y  B ,  H i n n a n ,  C h a s e ’ s  L a k e ,  

L e w i s  C o . ,  N .  Y ,

D r a w i n g s  o f  m o t h s ,  b u t t e r f l ie s ,  e l e — W ,  E .  W a t t s  22 x6  
M o j^ a n  S i , ,  S e . L o u i s ,  M o ,

M i s s o u r i  g r a n ic e ,  W r í t c  f irsc . F r a n k  M .  D a v i s ,  28 57 W a.^ h intr- 
to n  A v e . ,  S e , L o u i s ,  M n . ®

C o r r c s p o u d e n c c  w i i h  d is t a n t  C lm p t e r s ,  w l i h  a  v íe w  10  cxcli< inge.e  
—  M a x  G r e e n b a u m , S e c ,  C h .  6 5 4 , 4 3 3  F r a n k l i n  S e ,,  P h l l a .  P a .

Q i 'E R i r s .

W h a t  c a u s e s  t h e  l i g h t  in  a  f i r e . f ly  ?
W h a t  i< i h c  l a r g e s t  f lo w c r  In  ih e  w o r ld  ?— S e c .  6 0 1 .

A  l a r g e  n u m b e r  o f  im e r c s t l n g  C h a p i e r  r e p o r i s  m u s t  g o  o v e r  u n t il  

n e x t  m o n t h .  W e  m u s t ,  h o w e v c r ,  in s c r t  ihi.>í o n c :

K E u n K T  O P  T H ii R o s E V i L i . i :  A o A ñ s i z  C h a i t c r ,  J u n e  2 4 , 1884. 
A h h o u g h  le Is a  l o n g  t im e  s in c e  o u r  c l u b  h a s  s e n t  a  r e p o r t ,  i t  

n a *  b e e n  s i r i i g g l i n g  o n  a n d  d o i n g  s o m c  w o r k ,  W c  h a v e  n o t a c c o m -  
d i s h e d  a ll  w c  h a d  h o p e d  t o  d o , b u t  o u r  m im l> er  h a s  in c r e a s e d  lo  
ih i r t y - iw o  m e m b e r s .  W c  h a v e  a  r e g u l a r  p l a c e  o f  m c c i i n g ,  h a v e  h a d  
i n a n y n e w  c o n t r lb u c io n s  lü  o i i r c a b ln e t ,  h a v e  p a r c h a .e c d a  P o l y n p i i c o n ,  
t h c  l a i e s t  e d l t lo n  o f  “ C h a m b e r s 's  F .u c y c ío p e d i a ,”  w k h  o u i s  a n d  en* 
g r a v i n g s ,  a n d  h a v e  fo r m e d  ih e  n u c l e i i s  f o r  a  c ir c u la t l n g  l ib r a r y .  
R e s id e s  o u r  r e g u l a r  f o r i n l g h t l y  m e e t i n g s ,  w c  h a v e  h a d  t w o  le e  tu  r e s  
A n d  a  v e r y  f in e  m ic r o s c o p io  c x h ib i i i o n ,  w i t h  a  íe c t u r c  o n  t h c  la w s
o f  l i g h t  —  S a r a  D o n A c h ,  S c c .

A d d r c s s  a l j  c o m m a n ic a t io n s  l o  ih e  p r e s id c n t ,

H.iRt.AK H. IU llard,
P r in c i p a l  o f  I > c n o x  A c a d c i n y ,  I . c n o x ,  M a s s .
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T H E  R I D D L E - B O X .

D I A M O N D .

X. A  c o n s a n a n c .  3 . A  c h a r i o t  o f  w a r .  2 . A  t l i in  b o a r d  iip n n  
w h ic h  a  p íe  lu  r e  i s  p a in  l e d ,  4 . A  s p e c le s  o f  l y n x .  5 . E x t r a v a g a m  
in  o p in ío n s .  C. R e p e a t e d .  7 , P l a í t e d  s t r in g s ,  8 . A  b o y .  9 . A  
c o n s o n a i n ‘ L v o N  H a k t . "

A N A fill.4 >rs.

T m e  w o r k s  o f  a  fa m o n s  E n g l i s l i  
n o v e l i s c :

1 . O b i  V a n e .
2. T h e  K i r n  O w l .
3 . A r t  in  t h e  Q t ia y .
4. L e ó n  H  n e i l ’s  ü f r e r ln g -
5 . D o l ly  O u a r l m ,
6 . R i i i l e n d  C a t e .
7 .  T h e  l 'a r ’s  M o n e y  d a i s v .

Z K S Z A O .

E \ C H  o f  ih tí w o r d s  « Ic s c r lb e d  
c o m a l n s  sl.v l e t t e r s .  j ’b e  z i g z a g  
b e g in s  a t  t h c  n p p e r  le f t - h a n d  cor* 
n e r  a n d  ñ a m e s  a  fa t n o u s  s io n e .
T h e  lir s t  l e t i c r  o f  ch e  f i f ih  w o r d ,  t h e  .s íx th  l e l t e r  o f  t h e  s e v c m h  w o r d ,  
t h e  f iM t le t ic T  o f  ih e  n in t h  w o r d ,  a n d  t h c  h r s t  a n d  fo u r t h  l e t i c r s  o f  
t h e  t w e if ih  w o r d  w Ü I s p c i l  ih e  n a m e o f  ih e  c o u m n ^ f r o m  w h ic h  it  c a r n e .

C r o s s - w o r i > s :  i ,  A  f a m o u s  E g y p c i a n  p y r a m i d .  2. N o t  s in g u la r .  

3, A. w in d . 4. S u l le n .  5 . A  d iv is ió n  o f t h c  g l o b e .  6. A  
r ld d le .  7 , H a t r e d .  8. A  b i r d  w h ic h  ts  o f t e n  k e p t  fo r  a  
p e í ,  9 . F r e e l y .  1 0 . S a c r e c l  s o n g s .  i x .  A  h a lo .  12 .
A n  I n s t r n m e n t  f o r  p o i i n d ln g  s u b s ia n c e s  tn  a  m o r ta r .
1 3  ( J o r r e c ts . 1 4 , s c a l  to  b e  p l a c e d  o n  a  h o r s c * s  b a c k .
1 5 . A  p u z z le .  1 6 . I n ju r y .

l’ I .

S p n i'R E P  (lie  i io t s c d  s l e e p a  o y u  
O m  h e t  a y w  m o s c  o p l e c p  o d ,

Ü d  o u y  k i ln h  e t h  l o w h c  r a d c o n e  
L i w l  e b  d r e a i l c  s l o j  o r f  o i iy 'r  

N a d  s t ín  l i ,  y m  o b y  r o  I h g ,
E t h  l in c e s ,  s i a b v r t  la n p ,

T e a v r h e w  s c c o m  m  n e s t d o  m o c e  
O t  o d  e t h  s e b i  o y u  n a c ?

l ' t l A N K .

c r n E .

5 , G r e a t e s t  o f  p a ín i e r s !  g lo r io u s  w a s  b i s  fa m e !
H e  e a r l y  d ie d ,  b u t  k f t  a  d e a th le .s s  ñ a m e .

6 , T l i i s  g a l l a n t  F r e n c h in a n ,  n o b le ,  y o u n g ,  a n d  b r a v e ,  
G a v e  US hu« h e l p ,  o u r  l ib e rtlc .s  to  s a v e .

7 I n  A r d e n ’s  p l e a s a n t  w o o d  h e  fo u n d  b i s  j o y , —  
H I s  l a d y - lo v e  d ls g u l s c d  a s  s h e p h c r d * b o y .

. T h o s e  t h n t  h a v e  m e  n e v e r  w i l l  b e  fo r lo r n .—  
W l i a t  b r a v o  Ü t h e l lo  s a i d ,  “ A l a s ,  w a s  g o n e ! '

‘  A L C I D I A D S S .

T h e  s a m e  l e t i e r  m a y  r c p l a c o  e v e r y  f i g u r e  In  t h c  d ia g r a m . 
F r o m  2 to  3 , ih e  l a s t  p a r t  ü f  a n  o d c ;  fr u m  4  to  5 , t o  e v a d e ;  fr o m  
6  10 7 , a  r a p a c io u s  b i r t l;  fro m  3  t o  5 , a  m n r g l n ;  fro m  a  to  j», a  
l a k e  o f  N o r i h  A n ie r lc u  ; fr o m  i  in  6 , p e r t u ln in g  t o  t h e  a n c ie n t  
in h a b i ia n is  o f  S c o i l a n d  ; fo n n  4 10 6 , l o  ln v e ^ l ;  f r o m  5  lo  7 ,  to  o b lt i 
o r a t e ;  f r o m  a  t o  r .  to  r u n  a w a y ,  d v c i l .

I IO r n iiE  A ÍT IO S T IC .

P r i m a i - s :  H o w  i i im iy  p e r is h e d  o n  i h i s  fa m o u s  ñ c ld ,
F iv A L .s :  T h a l  t h i s  p r o u d  d e s  p u t  m i g h t  b e  fo r c e d  to  y ie ld .

CfiosS'WanDS;
X. T l i l s  g o d  in  S c a n d ln a v ia n  t n y t h  w e  f in d .

A n d  011c d a y  o f  t l ie  w e e k  k e e p '  h im  in  m in d .

2 . T h e  T a j  M a h a l  w c  ín  t h i s  r l t y  s c c ,
A  w o n d e r  o f  t h e  w o r ld ,  a s  a l l  a g r c e .

3 T h e  ] ) ru d e n t  D u l c h m a n ,  In  t h e  d a v s  < ]( y o r e ,
O n  ih is  g a y  b io .ss o m  S Q u a n d o r c d  a l l  M « .store.

4. T h i s  n y m p h  ín  r o c k s ,  in  cave.«  o r  h ill«  w e  s c c k ;
W e  n e v e r  s e e  h e r ,  b u l  w e  b e a r  h e r  s p e a k .

w e i u 's .

T h e  a n s w e r  to  ih e  a b o v e  r e  b u s  Ís  o n c  o f  “  P o o r  R i c h a r d  s ”  in a x -  
im s ,  a d d r c s s c d  lo  i h o s c  w h o  a r e  in c l ín e d  l o  b e  to o  v e n iu r e s o m e .

ílA T A '.S < ir A lU Í.

! .  A  f u g it i v e .  2, H a r m o n y .  3 . A  c a v l t y .  4 . O f  a  w h i t i s l i - g r a y  
c o lo r . 5 . D e e p  d c jc c t io n .  6 . A  u s c f u l  n r l ic ic .  7 , I n  A .s s y r ia n ,

ü r o H d i :  K . S .

J H > I » I j E  ] > Í A < i O N A L S .

T h e  d ia g o n a i s  ( r c a d in g  d o w n w a r d )  fro m  l e f t  to  r i g h t  fo r m  h  w o r d  
m e a n i n g  p e r la ! n in g  l o  a  c o m m o n  m e t a l ;  f r o m  r í g h i  lo  le f t ,  a  w o r d  
m e a n i n g  p e r c a l iu n g  lo  a  v a l u a b l c  m e la l .

C r < js s - w o h d s  ; i .  A f f c c d ó n a t e ,  2. A n y  p h c n o m e n o n  in  t h c  
a lm o s p l ic r e .  3. L o y a l t y .  4. W c t  a n d  m ir y .  5 . Y e a s i ,  6 , A  
p c o p l e .  "  Sl'M M líH  t lO A H D E H ,"
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T h e  c e n t r a l  le t t e r s ,  r e a d  d o w n w a r d ,  w ¡ l l  s p e l l  t h e  ñ a m e  o f  a  
S h a k c s p e a r e a n  h e r o ,

C r o s s  -W O R D S ; I ,  A  le a r n e d  m a n . 4 , l o  t a k e  c a p t iv e .  3. A  
p r o n o im . 4 , I n  s u m m e r .  5 . T o  e m p l o y  w i t h  d iU g e n c e .  6 . M i l d .  
7 .  T o  w n r e  o n  t h e  b a c k  o f ,  e m m a  a n d  a d a .

a n d  l e a v e  w a d i n g ,  5 , S y n c u p a c e  a n  a n i d e  o f  fo o d  fr o m  e n ir e a ie d  
a n d  l e a v e  i h c  b o t t o m  o f  a  s l r c a m . $. S y o c o p a t e  a m o u n i  fro n í 
r e c o m m e n c c d ,  a n d  l e a v e  a  p a s t o r a l  p ip e .

T h e  io i t ia l  le t te r s  o f  t h e  s y n c o p a i c d  w o r d s  s p e l l  t h e  ñ a m e  o f  th e  
c a p i t a l  o f  H c e o l i a ,  Ín  a n c i e n t  G r e e c e .  ü b l l e .

TU lA N ÍíLJá .

‘ T Ü A ”  PÜ Z Z D E .

15

I .  I n  f r í n g c ;  2, 9 , a  n o t e  in  m u s k :  fr o m  3 to  1 0 , c u n n i n g ;  fro m  
4  to  I I ,  a  r a p id  o u i Á o w i n g ;  5  to  1 2 ,  a  S h a k c s p e a r e a n  l i c r o ;  fr o m  C 
10 1 3 ,  to  d e c la r e  p o s i t i v e l y ;  fro m  7  10 * 4 , a  p e i-son  d e s ig n a ic d  b y  
a n o t h e r :  f r o m  8  t o  1 5 ,  a f f l i c t c d ;  fr o m  i  1 0 8 , a i r o c í o u s ;  fn m i x to  15, 
p e n e ir a t e d .  v , s .  i'.

rU O ü U E S S IV E  n iAW O N ’DS.

I p  t e a  i s  n o t  r e a d y ,  w h c n  y o n  c a l i  ín  r e s p o n s e  l o  a n  in v i t a t io n  to  
l e a ,  w h a t  o u g h t  y o u  to  d o  ? T h e  p t o b le m  is  tu  d e c ip l ie r  t h e  a i is w c r  
g i v e n  in  t h e  f o r e g o í n g  i l lu s t r a t lo n .  c ,  \v. d .

W O l í U  S Y N C O P A T I O N S .

E x a m p l í ? :  S y n c o p a i e  a  s m a ll  b o y  f r o m  a n  ü ln e s s ,  a n d  l e a v e  a  
m o n  t h  o f  b lo s s o  m s . A k  s w r k  :  M a - i a d 'y .

1 . S y n c o p a t e  to  b í n d  fr o m  a  p e r s o n  u n d e r  m e d ic a l  t r e a t m e n t ,  a n d  
l e a v e  t o  g a s p ,  2 . S y n c o p a i c  a  p r o n o n n  fr o m  ín  w h a t  p l a c e ,  a n d  
l e a v e  a  p r o n o u n . S y n c o p a t e  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  h e a d  f r o m  c l o s e s i .  a n d  
l e a v e  a  c e r t a in  h a b i t a t io n .  4 . S y n c o p a t e  a n  o f fe r  fr o m  p r o h i b íd n g ,

I .  X. Im  o p e n e d .  2. A  c a d e  la m b . 3. P a r t  o f a  f lo w e r .  4. H n \ -  
í n g  p e t á i s .  3 . A  k i n d  o f  h a b í t  w o r n  b y  t h e  J e w s .  6. C o n d u c ie d .
7 . I n  o p e n c d .

n .  X .  I n  o p e n e d . 2 A  s t e p .  3. D o u g h ,  4 , P a r t  u f a  h o is e ’ '  
l e g ,  5 , A u s t c i c .  6 . I  h e  ñ a m e  b y  w h ic h  t h o  s e a - e a g l e ,  o r o s p r c y ,  i> 
k n o w n  in  S c o t la n d .  7 . I n  o p e n e d . “ h i í x  f o i «p . ' '

A N S W E R S  T O  P U Z Z L E S  I N  T H E  A U G U S T  N U M B E R .

H id d p .n  F i s h e s .  i ,  S h a d .  2 . M a c k e r e l .  3. W h a le ,  4 . H a k e .
5 . B l u e .  6- S w o r d .  7 . M n s s e l .  8. C a t ,  9 . I r ik c .  1 0 . D o g .  ix .
Ü y s t e r  ! 2 .  C l a m .  1 3 .  H a d d o c k .  1 4 . G r a v l i n g .  1 3  B r o a m .
1 6 . R u d d .  1 7 ,  C h u b b ,  x8. C a r p .  r o . R o a c h .  90. P c r c h .  2 1 . 
S m e lt .  24. 'J V o u i . 23 , C o d .  2 4 . S lr a r k .  2 5 , P I c k c r u l .  26,
S c u p .  2 7 . S a lm ó n . 28 . B a s s .  2 9 , T e n c h .  30 , H e l, 3 1 ,  P o r .
p o is e .  3 2 . D a c e .

A n  E x t r a c t  f r o m  I z a a k  W a l t o n .  “ A s  n o  m a n  Ís  b o r n  a n  
a r i i s i ,  s o  n o  m a n  ¡ s  b o r a  a n  a n g l e r . ”

R íD D i.E . O h v c r  ( C r o m w e l l ) ,  011, í r e ,  o r e ,  l i e ,  r o e ,  r o e , r o l ,  v íc , 
rove^  r o le , o v e r ,  r i v c ,  R i e l ,  J o v e , v i o l ,  v e í l ,  e v U , o l i v e ,  l ív e r ,  l iv e ,  E l i ,  
L e v i ,  L o ir e .

P i .  "  I f  w e  h a d  n o  fa u ic s , w e  s h o u ld  i n k e  n o  p l e a s u r e  Ín  r e m a r k *  
i n g  c h o s e  o f  o t h e r s ;  i f  w e  h a d  n o  p r i d e ,  w c  s h o u íd  n o t  p e r c e i v c  í t  In 
a n o t h e r .  ”  R o c H E F c u 'C A ü L D ,

C o M B iN A T iO N  P u z z l e ,  i . M a r e s ,  s m e a r ,  m m s . 2. L a r g e ,  la g c r .  
r e a l.  3 . M a p l e ,  a m p ie ,  m a lo .  4 . D a l e s ,  l e a d s ,  s l e d .  S y n c o p a t c d  
l e t t e r s ,  i r a n s p a s e d ,  p a g e .

WoRD-SQUARG. x. Dcpart. 2. Editor. 3. Pin tic, 4. A  tula. c. 
R o K e d , 6 T r e a d s .

O c T A G O N S ,  I ,  1 ,  T a r .  2- U r g e d .  3 . T r a l lc r .  4, A g í t a t e .  
R e la t e d .  6 . D c t c r .  7 .  R e d .  I I .  1 .  C a p .  2, L a r e s .  3, C a m a u i .
4 . A r t i s a n .  5 . P c a s a n t ,  6, S t a n d .  7 ,  A n t .

N ü m e r i c a l  E n i g m a .

”  H o w  e m p t y  I c a r n in g ,  a n d  h o w  v a in  i s  a r t ,
B u t  a s  i t  i i i e n d s  t h e  J ife , a n d  g u íd e s  t h e  h e a r t ! ”  

A r k o w - h b a ü . A c r o s s :  1 ,  A l d e r  2. A u l i c .  3 . C o p a l  4 . T a p c r .
5 . H e lc n ,

R e l u s ,  T h e  Q u e e n  o f  H e a r t s ,  s l ie  m a d e  s o m e  ta r is ,
A l l  o n  a  s u m m e r ’s  d a y .

M r t a m u r p h ü s k s .  1 .  B l a c k ,  c l a c k ,  c r a c k ,  c r o c k ,  c r o n h , c r o n n , 
c r o w n ,  b r o w n .  2 . R o m e ,  r o p e ,  p o p e ,  p o r o ,  p o r k ,  Y o r k .  3 , B a s ic , 
b a .s te , c a s t e ,  c a s t.s , c a n s ,  p a n s ,  P a r í s ,  4 . H o m c r ,  h o in e s ,  h o u efi. 
b o n e s ,  b o r o s ,  b a r e s ,  b a r i is ,  R u m s . 5 . B e a r ,  b e a n ,  le a n ,  I .e o n ,  lio n .
6. B ir d ,  b in d , b e n d , h e n i ,  b e s t ,  n e s t .  7 . C Ü v e, g a v e ,  c a v e ,  c a k e , 
l a k e .  8 . C o i d ,  h o ld ,  h e l d ,  h e a d ,  h e a t .  9 .  R i s c ,  r i le ,  f i le ,  f i ll ,  fnll.

C  H A R A  D B .  B a r b a r ía n ,
N o v e l  A c r o s t i c .  S e c o n d  r o w  o f  I c t t c r s ,  P a r t h e n o n ;  fo u r t b  ro w , 

C o la s s e u m . C r o s s - w o r d s ;  i .  a P a C c .  2 , c A n O i i .  3, U R iL I .  4 
s T o O p .  5. c H c S l  6 . d E n S e ,  7 . s N e E r .  8. f O r U m .  9 . c N c M y .

T h e  u a m e s  o f  th o s e  w h o  s e n d  S o lu t io n s  a r e  p r in t e d  in  l h c  s e c o n d  n u m b e r  o ftc r  t h a t  in  w -h ich  t h e  p u z z l e s  a p p e  
a d d r e s s e d  to  S t .  N i c h o l a s  “  R i d d l c - b o x ,”  c a r e  o f  T u r .  C e n t u r v  C o , ,  3 3  E a s t  S c v c n t e e n t h  S t r e e t ,  N e w  Y o r k  C U ;

A n s w e r s  s h o u ld  be;  a p p e a r .
rk  C i t y .

•«t» t o  P t  z z L E S  IN  T H E J u n k  N u m b e r  w o r c  i c c e i v e d ,  t o o  la t e  fo r  a c k n o w l e d g m c n t  in  t h e  A u g iL s t  n u m b e r ,  f r o m  B e l l a  a n d  C o r a
« r S ' ’ G e r ma n y ,  7 — “ T h r e e  S i m f l o w c r s ,”  L o n d o n ,  E n g l a n d ,  2 — N o  Ñ a m e ,  7  — F r a n c i s  \V . I s U p , L e l c e s ie r ,  E n e l o n d ,  1 0  —  
v V illic  b h c n x t o n , o — “ E g g s , "  L o n d o n ,  E n g l a n d ,  ix .

A n s w e r .  T O  A L L  T H E  P u r z i .E S  i k  t h e  J f i . v  N l ’M b e h  w c r c  r e c e iv e d ,  I jc fo r o  J u l y  c o ,  fr o m  M a g g i e  T .  T u r r i l l  — F r e d e r i c k  W in t h io i)  
r a x o n  — "  S h u m w a y  H e n  a n d  C h i c k e n s .

M a m m a ,  2  — O e r t r u d e  a n d  B c s s i e ,  3  — " P e p p c r  a n d  M a n a , ”  i x — V i v í a  B la ir ,  i  — C a b c l l  C h a d w í c k ,  1  —  “  K a n s a s  B o y , "  2 -  
L i n m a  U s g r a v c ,  2 “̂  A l i c c  1 , P a l f r e y ,  x — M o u c h e  a n d  M e r o ,”  9  - A r t h u r  E .  H y d c ,  3 — M a r y  P ,  S t o c k e t t ,  x o  — S a d i

e o r g e ,  
D y c i o ,  ;  —  

S a d i e  a n d  H essíu

Ayuntamiento de Madrid
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