Ayuntamiento de Madrid



Two Serial Nuveis

OF

CREAT POWER!

OKE FTTLL OF DRAMATIC
INTEREST.

One More Domestic in
Character.

SHADOW OF FATE

JUDGE JARVZS.

CnAPTia I,—AN ADVESTCM.

RIDER waa tlireidine his
vay over a roud abicn U7
abi1” tbe bilis st the base of
tbe Blue Ridge MotrntaiDs, lo
ths regiun knovrn as the
I’icdmiiiit of Virginia, sbout
tbe Bourcea of the Rspps-
bsnnock Biver. Illb boree’a
paco ivas tbe quick, nervoba
Iralk, alternated witU a skip-
ping dog-trot. Tvhioh unmia-
takably marka tlie auro
travcler of li'Og d.stancea.
Tbe animal was Iborongh-
bred, large, big-boned, vrith-
ont unneccssary flesh—in
(act, raliier olean abont tbe
muscles and lega, wilh brigbt
oyes «ell eet in a amail,
Btrong bead.

Tb# man bimself miglit be deacribed in the same
langu.ige, as lar as it wouid apply. Beyond thia bis
age vraa about twenty-three. bis liair brown and lull
in lock, bis eye of a grayish blue. and bis beard,
whioh ivas wora closely clipped all over the face,
was made up of those variéos colors whioh, by
reason of tlie light aad red predominating, give the
general appearanoe of a bloade. He seemed about
flve feet nine or ten incbes, aa he aat in tlie saddle
like a portion of tbe beaat lie rodé, and waa of sym-
nietrical build, bis body broad, deep and eolid, and
his limba lull and tapering. He was dad in dark
clotbea ol a neat fit, and wore a aolt felt Lat. The
man and tbe borne were not Btriting in the oommon
sensG of tbe ivord beyond a certain military air tbat
distinguished thern, but, to a judge oi human natnre
and ofhorse-flesb, hotli were notewortby obieets.

Tbe alternoon waa wcll advenced, and the long
Bhadows of the monntaioa to bie left were creeping
eilently and awiftly over tbe lendacape, whioh the
Fall bad begun to tinge wilb ita delicate and varie-
gated buea, and bad made melancboly witb lia
marka of fadiog lile.

Tbe lazy oattie on the rolling billa, tbe falliog
leavea, the tortnons fencea, tbe biight graas and
the brown trunlts -f tbe forest treea, togetber with
tbe boaaea, barna aod oabina, around wbich conid
be aeen diatinctly tlie animation of liuman and other
Ufe, gave pieturc™iueii08e to tbe ride; but tbeae
pasead unooticed by tbe traveler. With bridie held
more from liabit than presence of miod, be moved
Bteadily Ihrough tbe gathering sliadows of tbe glori-
0OWB October wlernoon, with bead bent forward and
bis thougbta upon distant thinge.

Tbe botse pricked up his cara. Like atrue horse-
man the rlder was alert, and caating his eye down
tbe road in bis Iront, be aaw a figure preceding bim
00 horseback.

A pressure of the knees npon the horse was
quickfy answered, and la a fine eweeping tvot tbe
latter soon covered the groond between the two
ridera. Tlie horeeman, with the conneay ot the
country, siackened bis pace opon perceiving tbat
some one waa eoming up behind bim, and nodded
pieasaotly.

« Good-evening, air,” said our traveler.

“ Good-eveDiDg, eir,™ waa tbe echo ot the farraer.

« Can yon lell me wlielber tbe lord is pataable,
and bow far 1bave yet to ride betore 1reach it

The creek ia abont eix miles abead. | aaw Ur.
JnliDson thla morniog. wbo crosaed on horseback
sbout o'olock. and be aeemed to bave got bis
atirrups and lega wet in eoming over, The Fall
ralos nave been unosuilly lieavy, and the fiood of
water during tlie week will probably bave swoUen
It ao tbat yon wiil be nnable to croas to-night, or
eveo to-mnrrow. The creek riees very rapidly, and
when it ieop.ttae water is so angry as to make it an-
eare to Bwimit- Yonder is my tonse, however, and
if yon feel indined to stop and reit over uigbt, yon
are welcome."*

" No. | tbank yon,” responded tbe traveler, " itis
preferabie for me to cresa to-night. 8bonld 1retuin
this way. howerer, | shall gladly acknowledge tbe
ltndneae of yonr ofler by iccepling it-"

" Il yon are bent on Crossing it to night, yon esn
only do it at great peril, However," a willfal man
mano bave bis way.* If yon find the alrestn run-
ningeven with the banks or iiigber, yon wlll bave
toswimforit la tbat case, getinto the creek, and
go up Btream abont a bundred yarda, keeping weli
near tilla bank wbere it Issbailow; yonrborse aeema
Btrong, and tbis conrie will allow you about a
bondred and fitty yarda for the rapidity of the enr-
reut. Y'on will then strike straight acrosa, and land
wbere yon can ; any part of the other bank below
tbe foro wuUi give yon a good flotbold.™

® Thank yon,” said tlie stianger, riding ofi ae the
farmer halted at bis gate. ” 1will mind your direc-
tions.*r

His way qnickiy brougfat tbe baveler to tlie
Btream now raoiuné; over ka bsatks. By tbat time
tbe twiligbt bsd (dven way to tbe more sombre
nigbt, wbieb was lit up «itli the atare alone, acroas
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wliich rolled occasiotial cloods. In tbis imperfect
liglit be shaped out tlie conree of tbe ford fiom bank
lo bank as weli as be conid with the memory of the
directions giveo bim, and, altiiough he anucipated
tbat be migbt poasibly Lave to swim bia horse. a
long and iotimate acgoaintance witli tbe noble bruto
assured bim tliat he conid be tvnated in such an
emergeney. Moreover, llie shimmer on the water
gave it the appearance of fmootlineaa and placidity,
gréatly aoflening tbe turbid tualiing ot the Btream
to the eye, tbough it waa 80 plain to tlie car. And,
tmsUDg to lila eye alone, lie mferred tbat the noiae
muat proceed liom some obalrnction alioveorbc-
iow the ford, over wliieh tlie waters darbed wiib
impetnons violence. Bnl, even tliongli be bad seen
bis danger in the broad liglit ot tbe day, bU nerv-
OU9resolution wonld bave still impelled bim irreaist-
ibly lo rusli npon it, with twenty miles of his road
io iront of bim and an object in view.

~ipping early from liis saddle, he tigliteneil tbe
girtha, siackened the cmpper, and gently palting

ia animal addressed a lew affectioDate wotde to
bim. Eemonnting with equai fscility, be fixed bim-
eelf finnly in tbe eaddle. gatbered bis bridie bt a
manner to impart to liis coinpanion bia own energy
and determination, with knowledge of the oecaaion
lor ita exerciae, and moved into the creek.

The water waaabout one bundred and tbirty yarda
from edge toedge. Owing to a curve in tbe streara
whbich liad cansed a depout of iirm aand and grave!
lor Bome distance above and below the lord, bie
borae’a hoofe found firm bottom in water wbich
rose to tbe flap of tbe eaddle. Turning up tbe
atieam, be proceeded for about a iiundred yarda
alono lile bank and tben etruck boldly acroas in a
direct Une, with Ibe borse’s bead siantedup current.
Tbe depth of tbe water did not eensibly Increase in
the coutse of eigbly yarda, and the atranger was
congratnlatingiiirnsclfupon tbe probabilily of get-
tiug over witbout a wettmg, when tbe animal in two
steps incretaed the depth unlll lie could no longcr
hold bis footing and aprung boldly into tbe middle
oi a deep rashiog cbannel. In an ¢natant, tbe rider
bad eeized tbe mane of the liorse bi bis leit bandand
alipped amoothly out oftbe aiddle to the lower aide,
wbere be floated along Ui accord wilb tbe motion
o< the animal.

Man and beast baltled bravely wilb the flood lor
a momeot, wlien tbe tormer was slartled to feel tbe
iiorse flinch and tum with a tenifled enort down
the cunent. A gnick jerk upon tbe left tein served
to procure bot an instant'a pause in the precipitate
course of tlie beast, bntin tuat inatant tbe stranger
became aware of anotber presence by tbe toucb of
a ciammy object upon liia hand.

Raiaing bis bead above Ibe neck of tbe cliarger,

lie aaw dimly ouilined upan tbe «aving and abim-
mcring enrface a dark and imdc&uableabjecL  Tbe
iicxt nioment the deaperate piunges of the beast
liad obatructed bia viaion, when, wilit tlie aelf-cora-
niaod otone accuatomed and nervedtotbebardabip
ofathletic aporte and a Boldier's danger, lie ewung
llla leg over the back of bis animal and gatbered
bimaoU into bis eaddle.
- Reaching out @ hand as bo tigbtcned tbe bridie
and clasped bis kneea firmiy against tbe borae's
aboulders. he was sbout to aeize the object of his
horror, wlien it rolled over in the walerandexpoaed,
in iliadimliglitofthenowuncluudedaky, tbe gbiBtly
features of a woman*s face.

For aniiistant only liebesltated; tben.recovcriog
from tlie llirill wliich rao from tlie soles of Lis feet
to tlie rooU ol bis bair, he grasped tbe liead fitmiy
by Ihe looae, flowing, tangled mat ol raven tresaea,
and ralaed it nbovo tbe water upon tbe pommel ol
illa eaddle,

Tlien, addrojsing liimselfto the franlic horse, lie,
with tbe dexteriiy of a master lisnd, gnieted Liiii
snffieiently to tender bim once more pliablo to bis
direction.

Turning liia bead again up-atream. be renewed
tlie eombat with tbe tide. Twice it seemed as
tbongh man.womRn and beast muat slisuccumb,
aa tlie waves swirled overtbemwitli tlieimpetuosity
of the Dioiintaiu slorme in which th « bad tbeir
birtii, and twiee the noble strugglea of tbe animal,
in obedienco to tbe wlll ofbialord, ebeated tbe turgid
grave of ita yietims.

Finally, at a moment wlien even tbe brtnchea of
the trece upon the bank aeemed beodins forward in
Aeree expectaney to see a Irowning Fate engutf
tboae tvlio dared to raiae Ibelr liands against the
execnbon of bcr decrees, tbe hoofs ooce more
cmnebed lhe fii-m bottom of the alream. and ten
paces brought tlie party aafely to tbe ebore.

Ae he emerged irom tlie water, the atranger
slipped bis ann eronnd tbe waiat of the woman and
drew her np ioto tbe eaddle. Ooce npon tbe ilry
laid, he dismounted and placed tbe body npon tbe
ground.

Feeling the forchead, he found it coid. the banda
were alao chilled. but lie tbougbt be leit @ aliglit
llutter of the putee. Teeriug open the dreis, be
pressed bia bafia sgaiust tbe beart and found it atill
warm.

He at once called to bis aid a treatment be him-
seii liad been subjected to wlien nearly drowsed in
liis youtb, aa deacribed to bim after liia recovery.
First boidiog nptbe body with face downward, to let
the waterrunootoftheraoutb.throat. limgs.etc., he
tlien laid it upon its back, atodd at tbe bead, aeized
the armaby tlie upper part and worked them vigor-
ously up and down.

He was aoon rewarded by perceiving lier breathe,
and. Biter d few more pump-handle atrokea, tbe wo-
man made an attempt to epeak, wbich reenlted,
however. only lo & moaning crj.

At Ibis point he bogan to fook for other assist-
ance, when be obaerved a light npon tiie hili above
the creek. Ooce more raising the body to tbe
pommat of bis saddle aod mounting bebind it, be
Bongbt tlie road, which waa now abont two bundred
yarda above bim, the terror of his borae having
canaed liim to be carried tbnsfai down tbe Btream
below bis ubjective point.

The horse, fatigued by sueb deaperate atro%glee,
comiog afier a thirty mQesJonrney, sinmbled heav-
ily over the brokeii ground, and tbe rider epoke lo
bim hoarsely in liia excitement.

On trriving at tbe road be eoconntered a high
raU-fence, which it was neceaaary to topple over to
enablc bim to reacb iheroadway. Thia, incombered
as be was by bia bordeo and tbe restiTe borse, he
attempled wilb littie succeaa ; but, upon excialm-
iog at tbe beast. be waa greeted Irom tbe road by a
man wbo approached.

Deslring bim in gnick, impitient tenes to take
dowa the ralis from tbe lenco, tlie borse soon
paeed over aafely, and the rider, with besty tbanka
to his belper, rodé away toward the bouse.

The latter was not more tlianthree bundred yarda
distant acrosa tljs fields. but tbe road, winding io its
aseent of a ratlier steep bOlI, atretched out tbe dia-
tance to a foll baif-niile.

Joat before reaching tbe gato at tbe crest of the
bili, he aaw lliree men atandiog opon the road, oul-
lined against tbe aky, wbo aeemed to auticipate bis
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arrival. Tn faci, they stood in front of the horse in
auch a way tbat there woold iiave been no passage
beyond tiie gate, bad his course led bim straight
down the road.

Before he conid accoat these men, he waa liiniself
saluled in a slinll, piping voiee wiili:

Helio, straugcr.wlitiareyiiu, and wbere are yon
goingr’

At the aame moment a seccml of tlie party
moved BwifUy in tl.o direction <d Ibe ftnpioacbiiig
liorse'a liead, as tliongli to seizo tbe bridie ; but tlio
rider. awerving skillfully to one side, evaded tlio
griisp, tind turiied Inlo Ihe open gste, followed by
tbe party. A lew steps brought them to tlie
piazza.

” llanda off!" cried the traveler, aa asecondal-
tempt was made to catch lbe rein. " Here, one of
you. take tilia body down and letch some brandy
as aoon as possible.”

One stcpped arouud to receivo tbe woman, and
Bnother entered the bonae to procure tlie atimulant.

“ What's thia?” said the onewliowas assiatiug
tbe traveler in dismounting tbe woman.

” |’ostpone yonr gneationa unlil a more anitablc
time; you wiil bave aa moeh aayon cau do lor tbe

aent in reatoring tiie object of your curiosity to
Ith. Send lor the nearest pbyaician at once.”

Between Ibemtliey liltedtbe motioniesa but le-
viving form into tiie hoase anddepoaited itupon a
sola.

The stimnlantwas aoon brought, and,nponasmall
potlion of it being adminiatered, tbe woman indi-
cated an increased vitality by a broken gnrgle.
Thia, after a wbile, gave way to clearer articula-
Uon, in whioh, however, only Byllables were
emitted. Thcae were in turo succeeded by one or
two aliarp cries of paln, which grsdually snbaded
into a moaning cbatter ofwaiiing, lucoberent sen-
tences.

At thia poiot tli« atranger, io raiaing bis hand to
her head to bruah the tangled liairfrom herbrow,
DOticed a clot of blood upon the wet akin of bis fin-
ger; rubbingit otf, be found no trace of a wound.

"ghemnstbe bleeding,'*be ejaculaUd; "see if
tbere ia a cut aoywbere.**

An examinatioD soon reveaied a ghastly wound—
an ngly, gaping abrasiéon upon the leit eide of the
head, above tiie ear, and just behind tlie temple.
Tbe locks were roatted over it, and tbtf blood still
oozed slowly from ita month.

I'ending the arrival of a doctor, the atranger
clipped tbe bair from aronnd the wonnd, and, aficr
batliing it with feminine tendemesa, he savo tbe
patient over to the charge of tbe ladies ot Uie bonae
wbo were in atiendance.

Slill continuing her wild chattering, sbe was re-
moved to the b~d-cbamber aoross tlie boil, wbere
abe receivedtiie appTopriate miniatrationsol'lier aex.

1JtUe luid been said up to tbia time. Tlie males
and lemales botb seemed to rccognize an experi-
caced ageney inthe atranger, nnd bad contentad
tbemseivea with vyielding to, and eubaerving, bis
direotiona.

Upon the retum ofthe party totbeparlor, bow-
*Over, the latter conrteonaivititimated bia desire to
bave bis borse weli fed and groomed, aa, after atest
ot ao liour ortwo, be desired to proceed on bia
journey.

A aervantwna callad to take care of the horse,
|.atibe atranger followed liim tu tlie atable, like an
lioneat horseman, aud atood by wliile the proper at-
tcntion waagiven. After tbe borse waa weli dried
and rubbed and osts bad been led to lilm, a olean
Etraw bed waa apread in Ida stall, and bis master
went back to tbe bouse.

Upon bia eutcring, he cast n quick. discerning
glance at the partics, wbo, having come out aitct
liim, had stood in cloae proximity to the atable-
door, and preceded bim on bia relurn to the lionse.
Tbe most noteworlhy of llie lliree was lie wbom tlie
traveler jadged to be the Imat of tbe bouse. He
wus a tall, Btout, wril-made farmer, paat tbe middle
age, wilb fino features, aomewhat browned bytbe
weather and yeara, and an boueat, inteiligent cx-
pression of couatcnaiice.

By hia aide waa bia eon, wlio migbt have been
takeu for a miulature of tbe lalber, at bis tlien age
ol about twenty-one yeara.

Tlie tbird of tbe party, wbo had hia liat in lits
hand, waa a tall, lank. monntaineer-looklng man,
with a shtewd eye, yet a general phyaiognomy
wbich indicatcd tiiat be migbt be eitber knave or
fool, aayou citdse to conslrue bim.

Upon bis glance resUng on tlie latter, the
atranger, lor tiic first time biinging bis ideae down
to lhe reaUty of wbat was going on around him, re-
membered tlie volee attbe gste, and identifying it
with the volee at tlie ford when lie waa taking down
tbe feuce, aseociated it at once witb tbe man, wbo
in trmh was ita owner- The owner did not do
credit to tbe voiee, fior Iba voiee to ihe owner; bia
dre«s was mean, snd an indefinable, vagraut rest-
lessnesa toid of errant pauperiam, tvhich was in a
measuro confirmed by tbe manner of liolding bis hat
Oiat seemed to say it waa iiis ouly lawini sbelter,
and tliat be waareidy to getunderit at any time.
Hiasboes were in keeping with tus appearance, and
wore a garb of mud anddust tbat, with tbeir other
featurea, waa expresaive of a ceaselesa sbuffling
over endlesi roada. The voiee, as remembered by
tbe traveler, was ehutBing Uke tbe shoei, with in-
termissions of ibintness oetween tbe gasps and
trebles which conid with difficuliy be dlsUngnislied
as articulatioDs ot words.

CHAPTEB 1I.—A HTSTERT.

In itis rapid, comprehensive glance, the iiorse-
man deteeted a certain reserve of manner io tlie
party, aod a certain attention and curioaity, sot lo
aay stemness, somewbat to his surprise, il not eon-
cem. But, as a man of actioo, lie did not waitto be
attaeked.

“ | presume you are ihe bost, sir,” asid he. at
once addresring the eider of tiie two gentlemen.
” 1lyou wiil be kind enougb to let me haré a bed,
nntill can rest for an bonr or so aod dry my clotb-
iiig, | sbaii resnme my joomey under great obliga-
tiou to yoo.”

" Do you wiah to proceed further on your wiy
before tLe morning?*'aaked tbe one whora be ad-
dressed.

*Manera of importance urge me to lose no time,
aod | eball oilly delay ontil my borse can recruit
lor the balance of my ride. in fact but for tbe in-
c.dent of finding tbe onrortunate lady in the creek, 1
sbonld bave continned on the road witboot Consult-
ing my comfort so far.’*

Will yon tall me bow yon liappeoed npon the
adveoture, nnd liow you acconnt for tbe lady'a
«ouud and present conditlon?"

Tbe traveler gave abnef acconntof the events
detalled in the preceding chapter, witbont. bow-
ever, tbrowing any Ught upon bis own idenuty or
busioeas.

ThronghoQt bis narrstion tbe stranger apoke
pleasantly aod fieeiy- Ibe vagiant'a lace, ualUce
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tiiat of the otber two anditors, expressed a marked
increduUty, wbieb, however, tbe Irareler did not
DOtlce. AS be concliided bis account tbere was a
pause.

*May lask yonr fiame, air ?" inquired the boet,
wbom we will Introduce tu ihe reader aa Ur.
Tbomtiin, or Sqtiire Tliomion. as lie was dnbbed
by bis ncigbbota in lionor of lils being ajuslice of
tbe peace.

*e |liavclieani tliatmcliaqucslion waaan unusual
one to be put by n cullivated liosttu liiaguestin tbia
country,* responded tlic stranger.

” | wiil inform you,* said tiie squire, with a faint
color, " tbat | am a magistrate ot tlie county. ami
rou will underatand tliat my inqoiriea. issiead of
teing govemed by impertinent curiority. are semi-
official. It wonld not add to yonr chances of ac-
quittal of any connection witb the violence wbich
lias been done Ibis woman to withbold your
Aame!”

” | bce pardon for tbe misconstruction. My
flame is (taspardDnrer.a shortwbile since a soldier
in tbe Frencb Service. Do yuusee anything inmy ap-
pearance or anythiag eise aboutthia casewbieb jua-
tifies you iniiiterrogating me officially?"

‘“Unlil one wbo it found wiib a body tbat ha»
been mnrdered or dangerousty assaulted baa ac>
connted satislactorily for bis presence there, there
is a legal susidcion fixed npon bim. Y'ou are wel-
come to a bed and my bospitality, but you muat
conrider yourself as under deieution untU tbe moru-
ing, at least, when all diligence will be nsedin ez-
amining into tlie niatter. If yonr statements be
confirmad by the reauits—ofwideh | have uo doubt
—1 shall wish you Godspeedwith ali myheart. |
trust you will not pnt me tn tlie lormality ol issaing
a warraut for this purpose, but will let me tegaril
yon as a gnest during tbe night.”

“ If I must be detained to satisfy the law, I yleid
to tiile annoyance witb as littie impatience as poisi-
ble wbere the officer of the law cxcrcises bis auUes
so conrteonaly."”

Upon the traveler'a submitting to tho liospitable
imprisonment of Uie sqube, tbe latter cbanged tbe
Bubject to bis conditioo.

After a few more remsrkswere passed, tiie squire
bsde iiis son Kddie conduct the gentieman to bia
room and see liimweli provided for the night.

Alter tbe traveler liad left, the vagrant still
lingercd. Shilling bia bat restlessly but mecfaanlc-
ally, be seemed lo resume a conversation whicii had
probably been mtermpted by tbe stranger's exit from
tbe Etible.

“ 'Pearsto me now’'—anexpre5sion wbieb indi-
cated tbe result of some mightyreflection for lila
calibre—* 'pears to me as he ain't telliu’ the truth.
He ain‘tnamedGaaper Deray, becanse be’'d a-said so
fust. 'Pears lo me be iooks like oid Raoul Dnpuy,
aod Gastén afore liim; and, if | ain’'t miatakeo,be’a
been in tliese partaalore.”

“ Who's the woman, Randy?”

” | have been lookin’ at her, but 'pears to me 1
never seen her afore—leastways, ahe don't come from
about liere."™

“ The resemblance of Durer to llie Dnpnys is
striking, and 1 thouglic at f.rst he waa the son of
Gastoén, wbo has been absentso long, What Ibink
yon, my sonf”

” Can't say, fatbev, bnt bis resemblancs to Mr.
Dupuy at tbe manor would.be noticed by any one."”

" rrchap8,” suggerted tile vagwint, ” lie’'s a aoD
of Dupuy bimself, if half they brmg Irom lurrin parta
about bim is c'rect; 'pears to mo be must bave
more’'n one.”

” But,” reanmed the aquire, "be is tbe very im-
age of Gastén, as | remember bim in liis youltr,
save lliaC bia features scem more bardened, aa
tbongh he liad not led tlic luxurions Ufe which
eveutually bronght shaino upon Gastou'a fiame. He
has Ibe very expression wiach 1 lave seen Gastos
wear at times, bnt a haugbtier, prouder mieir,
Tbongh Dupuy iiiiuselt was not lacking in eithei
Jrride or baugutiness; and tbatis wb.it lias made if
always appear incredible to me tbat lie sbould evei
bave debased iiimself so far sato ruin a beautifiil
woman of good position and character. and tben
Uve witli her and introduce ber to iiis frienda as bis
wijfe. Wei'd it not tiist Raoul Dupuy asserts it se
empliatioaily, and tiie baatard sou of Gastén accepts
tbe situation so fnily as to banish bimselr and per-
mit bis Unele lo enjoy tiio properly without a pro-
test, 1 sbould be rcady to swear it ail a ftaud and a
lie.”

"And your friemi Rool ain't too good for a frand
or a lie,” cbirped tiie vagrant, wbo seemed always
rcady on any opportuuity for saying Eomethiug to
tbe injury or deprociatiun ol any one.

” We will dispense witli your commenta on tho
cbaraclers ot ray Irienda,” retorted the squire, somo-
wliat morfiSed tbat be liad permitted tbe tramp to
assume such a familiar tone.

" No olfense, squire, but 'spense or no 'apeése, |
kitows the laws.and | allers take caro tobave ptoof
afore | sayaa tbel upan any man.”

“ What do yon bnow of Uaoul Dnpny, villaln, tbat
you date maintain such a tbing couceming bis cbar-
acter, which ia poHuted by your mention of it?”

“ Never mina wbat 1 know, squire. so long aa |
ain’t eaid it,” answered tbe tiamp, wbo was nettled
and would bave liked to liave beatén tbe squire in
tbe collogny, but insUnclively drew bimsell into bis
rag Shell, as asnaildoea upon tbe approach of enri-
oaty.

As Ibe laet words were utiered the party waa
stailled by tlis voiee of the atranger, who bad
oponed the door witbout tbeir hearing it in the ab-
sorbing tum wbich tbe conversation had taken.
and no one could tell bow mucb ot tbeir words he
bsd overbeard.

If be bad beard any, however. he did not betray
it in bia tone, as he aaked the iiost the favor ota
nigbt-drcss, wbich had been overiookcd by Edward
Tboraton in conducting bim to iiis room, Tbis being
giren liim, lie once more retired, aod closed the door
wilb a ¢ Good-night.”

< Weli, squire, | must be looking ont for rayself.
It’'s too late to croas the crick (creek) to-night, aod
Fm obleeged to lek yon lor lodgin’. Bnl, aquire,
ain't yon going to bold bim over in the momin’? 1
swear as | tell yon, | beard the scuffle down by tbe
road.”

The sgnire witbout noticiiig tbe last gnestion, re-
quested nia son to disposs of the vagrant for the
night, and give bim lood if necesetry, and went to
join biawife and daugliter, wbo had not iiitermitted
their atteutions to tbe unfominate lady placed lo
tbeir cbarge.

Aa be Btepped into tbe hall he was joat in time lo
sdmit tbe pliysician, who had reeeived the message
on hiaretara from a viril, and atarted witbout delay
for the Loase. Tiiey went into the room togetber.
wliere they found Ibe patient lu bed and quiet, bnt
not asleep.

The doctor examined the wonnd, beard a report
of the case, ae lar as known to tbe imnates of
tbe bouse.and made bis diagnosis. Tben leavrag
the proper remedios, wbich be took from bia ssddie
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bliRs 4fter th« mannerol conntry-doctots, he rctired
| >llie parlor wilh ilse s”aire.

* Whal is your opiBion, doctor?”
Bdtiire. .

' It ie rather carly to aak an opinién abont Uie

atieat, equire : tlie nigiit tviu heve much to dovith

er chance of recovery. The ekoii ie Iractared, and
It niay he necessary to trepan it, il any porlion ia
hearing opon the hrain.”

< I>uyou tliink the blotr leill permanently aflbct
lier hraiQ, or tJiat alie trill be Bound in miiid sliould
sho recover?”

w !If the prcssnce of the bonoopon tlie brain be
removed she tviil doabtlese recover hcr eensea. But
uutil elle I8 completely well again, nnd cven afler,
no risk mU4t be taken m the case. Abaence ot ex-
chement or noise is indispensable, as the sUgbteet
mental shock might inake lier a raving msniac.
lilows opon that regiéon cf the head liave been
knoivn to deprive persous of the povrer of speedi,
and it she is not kept perlectly quiet, she may re-
cover only to linger otit a dumb existence.”

The doctor tlien, enjoining the greatest caro in the
managementofthe patient, Icltforhumc,promising
to cali in the morning.

The next day bnret glorlously otit of the eaat. and
bofore the sunwas over the crest of the bilis, Hurcr
was at his liorse's aide. The iiiglit's rest aiiti freah
air had restored hotb man uiid beaat to tlieir ivonted
coorage and olastlcit}'. iiiid ofter aceing tiiat the
stable-boy gave tlie liorso proper atteniion, Dnrcr
sltoUed bnoyantly around tiie inclosure, dclighting
ia the prospectasthoughhe communedtvith a long-
lostfriend.

L*pon cnterlng the house, he fonnd his iiost stir-
ring abont, and the family assembled in vraitiug lor
breakfast. He Do:icedtvith cnnosityihe yoangest
roember of tiie patty, a piquant blonde of abont
ttvenly Springs—for tliere seemed neilher Summer,
Fall fior Winter iniier cotnposition—and addressed
himself in particnlar to ber, by which ker insUnct
OetecteJ a gallant man.

it tvae not difBcnitto engage hcer in conversation,
and tvLcther ahe liad heard the atranger's resera-
blance to the Bupnya mentionod by bar fatiier, or
tvJiotbcr she observea it lierself, cannot be positively
toid; bnt, by eoine vory easy and natural train of
associntion, tbe conversation lurned to liaoul Duj>uy'a
houteliold.

Tlie agnlre, on hcariug tlio fiame mentioned,
looked scarchingly at liio travelcr'a faco, but was
uiuble te lind tbe slightest change of expression
pasa over il.

Tile young lady, the dangliter of tiio egnirc, and
Llura ty flame, waa cxliavagaiit in her cnthueinsm
over M+-a Faiiiiy Bell, tiie ward ofilr. liaonl Dupuy,
and an iiimate ol iits houBehold.

* Von should sce hcr—or. perhapa, yon have?
Tvcll, If you haven't, yon must cali at the liouse aa
you pasa. Any oue ivi.l show yon Loudon Manor,
and everybody will pvaisa ila niistrcas. Tlie inost
gneenly bcaiily you ever saw, v Uh a lace and fnrm
iike an Italinn marbie, and a pair of eyes liko din-
monda stained witli tlis imperial purple of tlio
aiieienta, if yon can imagino auch a combinalion.
Ko, yon can't, becnuse you sboulJ sce lier to gct an
idea of it. | wish | wcre a man whea | tliink of her
teeth, her li]is, lier clieeka, hcr forehead, her ears,
her halr, that | might admiro her more, and conquer
that frosty statelineas with which she condemnalier
lovcra to despair. Admirers? The whole county,
the whole State, would be at iier fbet if sho would
allow tliom uie privilegc,” etc., etc.

And tiie littie beaoty rattled on in praise of her
friend, nntll lho slrangcr vonJered that ahe did not
have to repeat her tvords to Und veut ioc her ad-
mijatiun.

Nor was the stranger at all loctb to listen, for
wbeUier he wns charmed by tlie praisea of lliss Bell,
or dvUgbted wilh the bewitcbing grace and ardor of
bis vi-a-vis, he aeemed dceply interested m all that
wassaid, and cven eucouraged lier by stimuiating
increduiitiea and giiesUona to shU more exceasive
raptures. It was wUh evident reiuctance that he
flnaily arése, on tho announcement of breakfast, to
conduct Ui'S ljaura to the tahle.

The breakfast was dispatched with the profuae
meaU and endiesa variety of bread cf the country,
wltbont otber than commonplace conversation, in
which the stranger took a rcady but coliected part,
showing extended informatiuii and experience, but
earefuliy suppressing biinselt thronghout. The con-
versation tnrned to no otber subject in which be
manifested tbe intereat which had held him wilille
Miss Laura was speaking before breakfast; bnt Ibis
might have been owing to the factthaithereismoro
siiBncas aronnd tiie board than there is onthe draw-
Ing-room sofa.

Afler breakfhst, a servan!, whom the sqgnire bad
diapatclied across Uie crcck upon Lis dret arising,
tetumed witli tlie informatiun that the creek bad
fallen durmg tbe nigtit, so as to admit of. essy pas-
saga by the regular lord, from whicli tiie trnveler
seemed to have gono astray tiio night belore, lo
make allowance lor the clrrente taking himdowo in
ewimming Lis borse.

He had been to Mr. Taylot's—the gentieman
whom the stranger bad left at his gate on the ruad—
and Mr. Taytor would be over immediately after
breakfast,

Upon tbe arrival of Mr. Tayior he and tbe sgnire
retired for a consnltation, to which thoy, after a
wliUe, called Randy, the vagrsnt, They then re-
tnrned to the traveler, ani, after bearing his ac-
connt once more, and compaiing the time oPhis
leaving Mr. Tayior with that of ais arrival at the
sgnire'e, they proceeded to lhe creek in couipany.
There they examined the gronnd carelnliy, and ils
general appearance veriSed tbe siranger'e account,
the part ilisturbed having been evidentlyaSected liy
layiug the wet body apon the gronnd and pumpiug
the arms as described.

After tiie inspection waa conclnded, and ibe party
was abont tu a”ouro, it was jnined by young
Tboriiton, who displayed a piece of dress, wbich he
had lound on the jagged limb of a fallen tree, wbich
was tbea cangbt by ils branches in the buéhes on
tbe bank. and floanng in tlie stream abont a bun-
drtd yards above tbe road, Tbither tbe party re-
paired and Bcrntinized the log, but witbont result,
and they finnlly repaired to Ihe boiise.

Upon their arrival, tbe sgnire addressed tbe
traveler:

«| have taken counsel wilh Mr. Tayior toncbing
tbis case, wtiicli aeecns a deep mystery, after all Uie
informatioD we have been so far able to gathei; Uio
lady seeme anknowo even to Bandy, who visits
every house in tliis and the adjoiniog counties, and
you are eqnslly a stranger to ns. From wbat |
gather, howcver, wben taken fo connectioD with the
fAoding of a piecc of tbe dress in a place where it
would seem impo”ble for yon to have been, and the
Ume consnuied by you in passing (rom Mr, Taylor'a
bonae here, | consider tbat you nave been fnlly dia-
charged from any connecbon with the allhir. Yet
we must first atlempt to gather sometbing Irom tUe
lady berseli.”

aeXcd tlio

FIIANIT LESLIE’S

At tbis point tiio doctor carne ont of tbe sick-
room, baviiig leaebed tlie house wbile tbe psrty was
at the stream. He stated tbat the lady bad greatiy
improved during the nigbt, and that tlie woiind was
in all probabllily not serious: llie lady had even re-
covered in a measiire the control of iier rsetital
faculties and Ungmage, tJiough slie was not fnlly
conaciouB or coherent as yet.

Upon being asked. lie gavo permission for the
party to enter Uic sick-room. provided tliey moder-
nled their inquines to suit ber enfcebled conditlon,
and re'rained from pnlting too great a strain apon
her miad or ber emotion.

The sgnire. Mr. Tayior, the traveler and tho doc-
tor togetber proceeded to the bedside of the «nlor-
tunate woman, tbe stranger—being assured of liia
release by the words ol tbe sgnire —first ordering a
servant to bring bisborse to tLedoor befbre leaving
tbe piazza.

Upon leacbing the bed llie woman opened Ler
oyes, and, seeing the kiud, manlv laces of llie sgnire
and Mr, Tayior. slie faintly sniiled, and run ber eyes
over the rest of Ihe group.

Rhe passed tbe doctor without any varianco ol
expression, and lhen rested them upon tho fjco of
llie stranger.

Tile eyes became set in ahorrible atare, tbe liglit
forsook tliern. tlie pupils duiated; sbo raised herseif
to a sitting postnre by a convulsivo movement of
the arras ; then, croocliing to her knees and throw-
ing hcrsell wadly down upon her face, ahe shrieked
ont, with n curdling moaii:

" Oh, oh, Dopny! dou't, don't!” and oonscious-
neis once more leit her.

Despite his i-elf-command, ti e traveler paled. He
at once retired with tlie gentlenien, liowever, to Uie
piazza, and the doctor moved to tbe asUstance of
bis patient.

In a shortwhile he, too. joined the party upon
lhe piazza, in front of wbich the traveler'a herse
had jnst been brougiit, and was now atandiog aad-
dled and biidled. Nolhing had passed between tbo
group uncu the doctor brohe a painful constroint
which bad fallen upon all.

“ OentJemen,” said he, “ the worst mishap that
conid befall tljis unfortunato lady has jnst oceurred
through her liaving seen this gentieman, Mr. Durer.
Slie is a raving maniac. Slie may die, she may re-
cover after a lingering illuess. lint, in any event,
sho will be fortinate if she ever recovera her
reason. Darkness lias scttled upan lier br.nin for
n long night, which may oever be followed by the
dawn.”

” 1o wbat, doctor?” asked tbe sqnire, ia aserions
tone, “ do you attribute lier shock:’

“ Sliewas evideully stricken witli liorror at tbe
bight of Mr. Durer, whom, from my kaowicdge of
tho lawa of tbe hnuiau brain, she fias in some way
nssociated wilh the vi-dcnce witicli lias been done
her, lo hcr great terror.”

Ttiere waa a pauso, a painfiil iuU of language and
feeliiig.

TTicri tho sgnire spoke to Durer.

The case, air, has taken a iiew tnm. You doubt-
Icss apprcciate tho weight of what has trauspired
at the bedside of this iiijjurcd lady, aud will not be
Burprised tbat | conclude it my duty to commit yon
to await further devclopments in the matter.”

ilie stranger'a eyes uashed, his hronzed face he-
carne swarthy with fire.

“ And you ought not to be surpriaed, slr, to hear
that 1have submitted to your restraint beyond pa-
tience. | have m rigiit to be called Dupuy, and 1
never saw this woman'’s fice before the light of the
elars glearaed upon it inyonder creek. Kor, having
no cciineetion with her mUhap, shall | permitanact
ofilumanity to ciitangle me inaweb ofauspicionsond
dcliys. Stop me who daré 1’

‘ite words carne ont upon tlie morning air na
cicar and Sharp as Steel upon an anvil, and with a
luagneiic cnergy which beid every ons as with a
spcll.

Upen lhe laetsyllable he strode from the piazza,
booted and spurred, his siepa claoging an eolio to
his volee. One speing andhe has vaulled into bis
saddie; iie brushes away the servant who bolds
his bit witb imperial disdain, and turne bis borse at
the gjte.

TTie animal cicars it with tho activiiy and uUre of
his iiiastcr, gaibers himsclf on tbe otber side. and,
before tbe squiro can recover from tho stupor of
amazemeiit, is oft and away with the specd and
benuty of Al llorak, well hcloved of the prophet.

CaiFTER lil.—A CUASE.

The tider ened duwn the road at a break-nei'k
pace, uutll he liad covered sbout a mile of gronnd,
and pnt all chance of being pnrsned on foot bebind
him. Then, gatheringin his horse to a band-galiop,
he forged easily along, reserving the courage and
streuglh ot tlie animal for a waiting race with his
pursuera, for be had no doubt that tlie sqnire wonld
nut cunsider his officlal dnty dlscharged untU he had
made every efiort to capture him.

And.in fact, be wasright Tbehorae's hoofs wero
sUU tioging out their cisng, wbenthe aquiresounded
to horse.

Armcd witli pistola and an official warrabt, which
he liad prepared while tbe borsea were being aad-
died, he moonted witb bis son for tbe pursmt Mr.
Tayior accompanied tbe pacty Irom ouiiosity to ace
the ending of tJie aRair, and tbe fasclnation which a
Chase of any sort has tor tbe oid sportsman,

Tbe horsea and ridera rattled down tbe road, firm
alter tbe beavy rain ot tbe week, wbicb bad beaten
it down.

The track was a good one. Holding their steeds
in lor a miie or so, to enable them to get their
seeoud winj without distress, they kept along side
by side.

" TIL ewear bim a Diipny.” said the sgnire,
“ thongh it is not of tlie bluod to he or deny their
fame. A brave one, tbougb, and he bas seen bard
knock». Til warranU”

But who can be be ?

“ Tbat | can't determine to my aatisfaction. The
woman recogmzed bim, and gavo him the fiame we
bad selected for bim beforeband. And yet. jfiatead
ot clearing tlie matter, to my mind it only 6becures
it; for. despite her terror at recognizing bim and
her pitilol prayer for merey, 1feel a leaning to tbe
yoong one wnich makea me think him innocent.
S'o. it cunnot be ; and, altbongb | see it my olear
dnty to bold him for a fnrtber inquiry into tbo
matter, 1 can't believe bim guilty ot narro to a wo-
man, and 1tm>tto God he will come oarblemelesa.
Bnt we musi lake bim before we hold him; the
ganie is n]i, and the view halloo wiU soon crack the
air.”

“ Tbe nme la op, father, bnt not cangbt; and |
donbt whethe; we will add another ~osb to par
trophies at tlie expense of tbis fox. | waa looking
at bis borse in tbe atable, and noticed bim again as
he Sew over tbe gate ; there (s not a borse in the
county that can hold wind or pace with him.”

“ Tahaw!” asid the squire, “ yontb will ever be
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. cunceiled abnnt horse-fiesb. Rigand is handicapped

wiib my weight. and is a littie ont of conditlon. bim-
self; but, forward, gentieman. and we will see.”

The pace iiicreased giadually. until it became a
Urrific ino. The pucsuecs had good speed and good
buttom under tliera; and as bonaca, barns, woods,
fielJs, fiewbv them, tlic gaping inhabit.mts looked
up from their woik and tuiucd to admire tbe superb
cavalcade.

“ The i.qiiirc'8 abroad again," said tlicy, “ bnt
where are the houiids?"’

Tlie game waa up, and they had his trail; tiie
liounds were not ueeded, Conversation waa no
loogerpossible ; tiie squire led with teeth set and
bridle drm in haud ; Mr. Tayior and Edward had aa
much as tliey conid do lo keep up. Tlie borsea
were warmiog. wlien, at a tum in tlie road after
abont eigbt railes were put behind them, tliey cangbt
sightof tile object of pursnit. The sgnire was me
Grst to see liim, and warn tbe other.s. It Lad now
become in reality a liunt in which the game was a
Imman being. The party held the pace in until they
should be scen.in order to ciése the gap asmucb aa
)iossible before tbe final struggie, lint tbe game was
wary—casling his eye to tbe roar at every minute of
bis rtde, they had acarcely uncoverud him before ho
became aware of their proximity.

A haifmile lay between them; the stranger
pressed his horse’a sidea, and the dlatance began to
opeo.

“ He Is leaving US,” liallooed tlie sqgnire, in excite-
ment; ' but if we can hold our diatance unlil we
reach lho woods beyond llarrison’s, we will taka
tho mill-road and ciit thronghthe trees atthe croek.
That courso will enable nato Lead him on tbe road
by two miles, at least, and wo cao wait for him at
onr own leisure.”

The sqnire, for the first time, put the wbip to bis
horse. Tlio animal answered besatifnlly, and it
seemed as though tbe distanco wcre closing again.
They passed llarrison's with the stranger still in fnil
viow, and a iialt.mile from where the road skirted a
latge wood on tlie rigUt and began to curve off to
the leit, It was a momentoMnien-e cxpectancy to
the agaire, who could not but debate in liis miad
wiiat knowtedge Durer bad ot the country, and
whetber he wonld lake the cut offor not, The mat-
ter was not long in donbt; tiie stranger skimmed
over tbe road like the sbadows over ihoplsin; he
neared the wood; he was wiihin twenly yards of
tbe mill-rosd; he gatbered bis horseia under tbe
bit, and Isnncbed over tlie gate like a deer.

‘e By Jovo, he has taken ihe cut-olT!” yclled the
squire, who by tbis time waa alone, and bad, donbt-
less. forgotteu the sermén of the Sunday previons,
in his eagemess.

The stranger had, indecd, taken the cut 09, and
lie was whirling along over the mill-road with all
the decision of one to whom the bearinga of the
conntry were familiar. The sqgnire who now re-
dneed tlie pursuit to an issne between the merits
of his own,and Durer’s lioracs, spurred liotly lor-
ward; Ibgaiid answered once more and laitlifully, but
tho noble brute waa beginniog to show aigns of
Jiunishmeut. He throw uphis liead and blew the
oain in great flakes from his muzzle, Tbe gritty
squiro hoaded him for tbe gato. He went over
without touching a spiinter, but landed on tkc otlicr
sido only to weaken and fall over and over.brmging
ovorytlilog down witb a rush into n sand-liesp.

“ Dislied,” yelled llie sgnire through the dust in
bis throat, “ and the game slips away.”

Bigand was first upon liislegs. ilc trolted off a
few stops with head in the air, then turned and
carne back witli a <hinny to where liis master was
jnst reoovering his ercct position.

Durer crossed tho littlo brinch lo tnm up tbe
woods. and glanced over bis shoulder ia time to see
the fall, 1ic reined in under llio impulso to help his

arsuer, paiised, tnrned, and como back at a galiop.

‘ben he had obtained enr-range he balloocd.

“ Are you hurtequire 7’

“llurt! k'tmeget on Rigand nnd Til show yon
wlietber 1am hurt, my young cockspur," answered
the mortifled squire.

“ If you are not injured | see that Rigand lias
barked his knec, nnd 1fear that, with the disadvan-
tago of a lame lcg, Don would ontfoot bim thronguU
this rongh wood,” said Durer, with a sligbt tinge
of irony.

At this momcnl, Mr. Tayior and Edward carne up.

“ Ato yon hurt?’ anxiously inquired they, having
seen lho fall at a diatance,

“ No ; help mo un, and we’ll run him down yet,”
gave back the plncky sgnire.

“ Hold, squire,” interposed Mr. Tayior, “ he bes
esmed grace from you by his beautifiil run, and
be is mounted on tbe devil liirnself. 1f you Ibink,
fnrther edort is reqgnired. put the warrant in the
liands of tbe constable. Dick Bradden Uves a miie
or 80 from here, and lie can come in for bis sbaro of
the sport, should he want a good run.”

"Devil or to devil, | trust, my bravo fellow,”
bsUqoed tbe sgnire to Dnrer, " that we may meet
again and determine wbo can show tlie clcanest
wind and limb, Rigand, you oro a bold beast, and
it was too much to pnt yon et llie gate after your
rnn, with my weight on you. But your fall von't
liurtyon. My son, take this warrant and ride on to
Dick Bradden's. |'utit in his liand and tell him to
earn his fee, il lie esn, Kejoin lis at Mr, Harrison’s,
where we will have the borses cared lor, and take
a hite before rcturning borne.”

The sgnire and Ibgand swailowed their tnortifica-
tion as best they conid, and, with Mr. T'aylor, re-
trsced their stops in subdued silenee. Edward went
off down the uioin road in tbe opposito diicction
to execute bis eommis”™on.

The stranger turned away nt a round trot. Corn-
ing ont upon tbe msin road, and convinced that
efiective pursuit vas ended witb the eqoire’'s mis-
bap, he took once more the pace in whicb we first
met him. The excitement of the Chase seemed to
stimulate him, and he smiied grimly at lhe defeat of
bispnrsuers; bnt soon otber thonghts carne back
to mm, and the events ol the day wero sbirred over
by more seridos reflections. In tbese be re-
mained absorbed, occaaionally throwing his head
over bis shonlder to make assurance donbly sure.

Despite theirseemingwantofrelation lo each otter,
he began to connect malters of puré personal inter-
est to himself with the eyeoU of the preceding
nigiit in liis spcculation. Belore be koew it, the
threads of the twoapparentlynnconneeted trains ot
tliougbt bad crossed aud recrossed eocb other untl
he fonnd them completely interiaced.

“ Have | ever seen tliat woman before? No;
yet her face has sometbing in it whicb seems to rise
vagnely to my niemory ns a dream of boyhood or
yonth. Bnt wbat could Lave oansed thst feartul
coweriog, that freozing store, tbat curdling shriek
for morey, when hcr eyes rested upon me? She
called me Dnpny; Irom thst abe cyidently doce not
know me, and yet, singularly enongb, I thoiight |
beard the sgnire aiso mention Raoul Dnpny aa |
opened tbe parlor-door laat night. Could he have
conpected m« in aay way with Baonl Dnpny. And
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what conid Lave been bis satpicioa? [Tbe con
tinuation, fnlly sostaiciiig the pro nise of the above
openiog of this draicatie story oi inystery and in-
lerest, will be tound in Fbase l.eslie's Cbivnbv
CUKrtEK, No. CGl, piibUshed January 15th, at all
oewa depot<.] Tlie womau cir.ainly conid not ar.
ticulate Oietiuctiy belore the mortiiug. aud bad slie
ment oiied the Aamo last night, 1 could remeniber
it witlionl doubt. Uid tbe squire connect Aer in any
way witb Raonl Dupuy ? Itnpoasible. Butwliatwas
it tbe vagrant bad to say, touching him, and re-
iused to say, yet the mere suggestion ot which ex-
cited tbe sgnire to snch language!”

KarlKennett's Kinsmen

BY
MISS SEASCY,
ArraoR of
*The Hoaso with an Zi,” “ 2'owThrea

Hept a Becretj” «tCi

CBAFTEa I___ CRAZT EARL.

ki. KENNETT'S your Unele, is he?”
K “ My great-nncle.”

“ Have yon ever seen bim?”
“ Nutsince | was a smsll boy.”

Heard o( him. | suppose 7’

“ 1know veiy littlo a"bont him.
my father did not agree very well.”

“ Do you know why ?”

"1 believe he ohjecced to my mother when she
was introduced to him as his lutiire niece, bccause,
to his faney, she leserabled a camclujiard. She is
tall, and /uis a raiber long iieck, but my lather
never forgave him the comparison.”

“ Ha, hi, lial Jnst like iilm. Whv, be made tny
lortane—Tm a bntcher—just becalse he said |
looked liks t'ie Britisli lion—the one John Buli's
bo.ly is topped witli in all the wliat-d'ye-call-ems—
oartoonsNow, how do yon guess lie made my
fortntie ?”

“ 1 snppose by buylng meat ofyou.
keep a hotel?”

“ No, bnt he looks after bis relatioiis; has a
houselnl of them, fine, liandsome fellows, too, well-
fed—Til nnswer lor that, as far as the iiieat goes—
and witli servante to look after 'eni, as if eacli was
a lord. You're a good-looking one, yon are, bul
yon'll never come up to any one of fliemin hisgood
graces.”

“ May | ask liow maoy he bes in bis house at
preseiit ?"”

® Bless yon, | can'ttell! Rut | know that | sent
two beefs and sIx muttons lo liis house day belore
yeslerday, and they waa all gone before the next
morning."”

“ Do you mean that you sent tho whole ani-
méis?’

En-tire | Deed chops 'em np fox him, and he’s
a very neit hand for a liatchet, 1can tell you. | get
out liere, so TU aay Oood-by. Bhall see yon again
mon likcly, and you can tell me howyou gct along
wit lyour uew relatiOQs.”

Can It be that he was fooling me ?’ said the
young man to liimsell, as the enrs aiopped at a
Btreet-corner and his burly companionlelthim. “ It
my Unele bas such a bouseful alrendy. wljy does bo
aak roe to visit him ?’ and takiiig a ietter Irom bis
pocket, lie read as lolluws :

In lact, he and

Does be

“ Dsar Nrpuew—Can youapare your son Georgo
to me tor a vihOe? Not that tleel tlie want of a
companioii m my oid age. | have the best of eom-

pany, and plenly of it ah |—" tmtl liave it in my
power to Uenent bim to the tune of some flity
thousand dollars—what do yon aay lo that?—il bis

pecrisonal aiipearancs should come up lo my stand-
ard.”

“ Hum! That conflrms what the hntcher said-
Can lbay all be betler-louking ilian | am? Mother
wouldn’t believe ¢heU

And he tolded up tho letter wilh a smie as the
cara stopped at tbe atation.

“ Mr. Kennett's—Kart Kennetl'a, air? Every one
knows the way to Crazy KaiTs, sir. Begyoiir par-
don, sir, bnt ifs so lie's called, sirT' satl the driver
as he sUut the door ol the carriage, and lis oceupant
saw 8 gnn on his lace which seemed to spread to
thst of the oiher drivers, aud nuda and wlii=pers
were exehanged and flngers pointed in his direc-
tion, as they all pressed lurwarJ to atare him.

He leit a liot, prkk.y seusntion all over bim, fol-
lowed by a cbiil, that seemed to run down bis liack-
bone, and asiddon desirc to jump from the carriage
and atsrt for boma on ihe next train. A leelmg oi
curiosity suceeeded. He would see this strango
ancle ol his, and, at any rale, it was worth « hilo
to take some steps in the direction of fifty thousand
dolisrs. 'TisiTt every young man, just starting in
lile, who has such a posaibihty placed before bim.

He hoped it didu't aUogiMier depend on lila good
looks—with a houselnl ol tiandsome rivals in riew ?

He had been ss much oocupied wnh hla owii
thonglits that be was acarcely conscious when tbe
carriage Sl?f?ed’ until lie heard the driver, who

had opened lGe door, saying ;
“ Here you are, sir.”

When he looked out, and saw a gate opening In a
higb Wwall—the gate being of jron. tfie wall, of
stoae. Again he (elt doubtluU it looked nneom-
monly like wbat might be tbe entrauce to a luiialio

asylum.

“Yoj are sure ibis is Mr. Kennett's?”
" Yes. sir—Lord, air! tliero couid be no mislake-
He's known lor miles and miles around.”

“ Whbat does he do 7’
“ Do! Lord, si™ you'll find that ont, fas! enongb.

But his raoney's bis own, aud made bonest, and It

he cliooses to keep a lot of____ "
His relaHoni f”

Wliose bnsiness is it? | say, lor one, Td as soon
see 'em In the lot, as tramping over the country,
'specially in tbis hot weatlier, sir, wbicb it comes-
lisrd on tlia poor fellows, and tbe oid gentieman
_fjxes 'em np here, so comiortable. Bhall I ling
air?*’

The young man oodded, and presenttytbe gate
flew opeo, and showed a long, graveied avenne,
thiekly set with trees on eitlier side.

'ml won't drive iu, sir, on account of the hosses,
they’'d be starting, likely ; bnt if you'd send sorae-
body ont to help bring in yonr tranks, you'd oblige.

Aa the young man walked np the avenue, he be-
came consolima of a pecnllat hollow, moaning-
sunnd, bke that oi t'ie sea when beard (lom »
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dli-tinoe. He tried to looit tLroogii Ihe trees, bnt
euula eee Boihiiii on either side, ao tliickly waa the
t;touod8e» witU shrnbbery lkatitseemed quite like
vinlking throngh a wood.

Fteaecily be lieard a ruatUQg. and, looking in tbe
dircction ol the soond, aaw a pair of billliant ejes
;it.d ilieo the graceliil head ol a dccr, which eTCn
Lia utiaceiialomed eyes recoguiied ae of a rare

**t Tliat acconnts for tbe high waUa,” he tliought.
® Hy miele baa apark. He niust lire quite iiiagni-
ficently.”

The "avenne begnn to widen aa be advanced, and,
at laat, lie loundliimaelfbelore a loiig.low building.
wlth a piazza runidng along ita entre Iront, whicb
niazza uaa glaased Id, and fUled nith planta, Urge
of lear. briibantin liuc, and covered wiUi flowers ol
nhicli he liadneTtrfeen the like, and wbicii luoked
to liim more lifee butteilliea and humraing-biida on
the wing tlian mero vegetatii.n.

l,arge vinea wound tLemaelrea like anakes up-
ward, downward and aronnd, and, down ooe of
il.ese. wliicb liad leiiTca like ahining greon wax,
and floweta like wbite velvet. witi RIUteniog gariiet
eentiea, a Bmall monkey alid, obattering, aod waa
aosrreied by atrange, bnght-hned birds, which flui*
lered here and thete among ibe vinea, like blos-
soma let a'iiyiag.

Feeling more and more surpriAed, the yoong man
passed tlitongli the enlrance ooor, irliicli stood hoa-

itablj cpeii, and uen» luto a Urge, cold-lookiug

all, paied wUh black &iid wliile matble, and
haviiig ilie ceiling, tvhlcb, in the centre, rose to the
eniire beiglit of the bnilding, siipported on eitlier
aide hy tno rowa ol handaumely carved pillara, at
lile loot of one ol tvlilch lay ceded np what he at
flrst iuppoaed to be a iarge dog, ontil it rose, yitvn-
ing, and ahoivcd bim a ieopard>cub, niih acollar
aronnd its neek, Iroin whicli a chaiu went to ihe
baie ol tbe pillar.

Ai he spiang back, in some ditmay, a door at ihe
fortliev end ol the liall opened, mid a man carne
throngh it, spiiroachlng him with light and apile
Btepe, which aearcely aeemed to oorrespond with
tbe gi ayneas of ihe curling beard which sprcad It-
self, tiick and long, npon hj» breast, and mingled
«iththe long, abtindant waves ol hisliair. "Yon
ate George !'—1simil leave off the Saint—jou don t
look miich like a Saint. Good! | like your luoka.

lleally, nllowing lor some noavoldable diHerencea,
yon iiilghl be own brotlier to Djali.”

" Wlio'a jiuley, | wondei ?” iliuuglit St. George,
and llien fic ehook hands vitli hls tinele,

"Nolliiiig ol the girafo obout you,” aaid lila
unele, acanning bis lace and figure, “ fiorof tlie
lion either,”

" 1Jon 1' repeated St, George.

” But willi ilist Ioii?, litho figure, you'rn/Zeline,
overy indi of you; aolaabe. 1don't believe in op-
poiiles. Jvn/ure mates iwo of a Mnd."

St. George be”an to look bewiliiered. SAi / Who
naa ahe?”

All! now he began to underatand. T'his waa the
way 10wliich he waa tu come iiito bis filty tliousand
doliara__bis uticle had fouiid him a wifc ! St. George
began toiiok around Lima liitle eageily, and to
raiae and iwisl tbe ei.Us of bis long, tawuy mua-
tache.

‘s Yonr tinuk!—d'dn't yon bring any trnnks?
aaked liis nncle.aoil iheii St. George mentioned tbe
driver'e request, ond iil* Unele lang a licll, which
brought an oliie akiimcd man, in a wliite turban
and tuiilc, lo wlikli he gave soine oriler, in a atrange
totigue, and tlien ofleretl to sliow bis nepliew to his
room. TUe roora was deligbtiiil, openmg npon a
balcony which ovcrlooked a garten, laid out in laii-
tastloallypaiterncdbedsof flowits—and 8t. George,
somewlnit agilaled, began to mate bis toilet.leel-
ing as If opon tliai might depend ntoch of iiia stic-
cesa witb ihe lieireas bis Unele liad picked up lor
Lim, " Butif abe abouid alrendy bapfien lo liare
luncied oneof the otliers!” hcsaid tobimsel”. * I'm
not tlie Apollo lielvidere, by any meaos, and If
tliey'ie all aa bandedéme as ihe butclier asid they
ueie. | shull aece them all at dmner, Wiih aucb a
lut of joung fellowa in the boose be must bave a
billiard tooiii ot bowling alley—yes, Hiere are the
balls!”—as a liollow, nimbling sound seemed to
abate the fioor nnder lila leet. " | lauey wo
slioU heve ajnlly lime here, all togetber. Butwby
dees he give tbe tlfty ibousand to me inslead ot
some one ol tlie otbera? 'Tisu't lor my looka, ior
It aeems tliat one ot tbem, Jarley, loots very mucli
lite me.”

A vap on the door, and Mr. Kennett presented
bimaelf.

1 Iisve come to abow yon llie way te the dIning-
room,” be said,

8l. George who had expected to be usl ered into
a large room mwhbicli a long table would be set,
waa aorprised to fiad blrnself in a laiher cozy
octagon, in wbicli was aemail, ronnd lable, haviug

places tor two oniy. H anncle detected a look ol
disappointmcnl ol some kind, and aald

“ 1 thought we would difio i«i«-4-féte to day. |
as-are yon ihat | aiu siill pretty good company, in
spite of my yeara.”

“ | don't donbt it. Oniy | had beard ihat onr—
U||t your relationa-——- "

"tfo you've Leatd of them already.have yon?
1 aiii very lood of tbem, to be sure, bot not so
much ss to difie In tlielr company."

e Intiesd !” was all St. George conld say.

” Yon ace, tlieir maoner oi esiing—tbe Boise
they mate—no, | conldn't difie even wiih my pretiy
VJall. Let me give yon asliceof tblsvenisoa. By-
Ibc-way, Djali would Ute a hit ot thia. Sbe'a quito
an epienre, let me lell you.”

” la Jarley a she?”

"1b eg your paidon, bnt ber fiame ia prononneed
Zhali—notjailey. Y'un musi recolleci iLat, as ibe

, lias nnlie a correct ear.”
" il’aa forcign Alame, isn't it ?”
“ FUst Indian.”

" la a Bengaleae. And yon haré no idea wbat a
beauly alio u —ber i-kin ia like aaiiu.”

" Humi Ita—a—vatber of as antber tint, isn't
itr’

“ Ambeii Kotbing as pate aatbati
Mr, and shines—yea. povitively glitiers

" Guod beaveni” thongUt st, George—"a tel-
low, oily skin! She musi be a beautyf No,.liol
even ber filty thousand rnnees—they must be
rupees, aince ske'a an East Jndian—can gild tbat
complexién ol bcis, Bnt, tbeo, accurding to my
unele, ii ia alresdy gildeil. And | look—like her
he asid, aloud.

" We'l, as ftr as yon con. Yon're tilhe and
slenJder, and bave thst cat-like iUpplenesa of mo-
lion.”

« Bnt my skin isn't yellow?” rather shorily.

” If yonVe like me, yon will almost wi-ib yon bad
such a Bkio, wliiD yon see here, aod seo ber you
aliall, afier dinner. Uabol—you sawMalial; be a
an East Indian. too, aod carne over witb ber—"all
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bring na a hottle ol my own parb'citlar sherry to
diink ber bealtb in.”

Poor St. George bad now very little appelite for
bia dinner. Noi even tbe sherry—and it was ex-
ceilent—could raiae lus spitits. ~ lie lind come ali
lilis diatance on aceount of a stnpid East indian—
witb tUat skin, she must be a half-caste, and tliey
wore notoiloosly nnder-wlitted.

Tlius he sat glowering over bia piale, aernas
wiliicli an apparilion seemed to shire at him—iliat
of a gili, no richer tUan himself, but witli a skm like
peaches and creara, and «liom lialf-a-dozen otlier
lellows were in hot pursuil ol, and who wna bright
eoough to keep them all on at once. Ves, bo would
go bick to-monow.

“ Are yon liomesick already, George?” askedma
ancle, kindly, and he rousert himself «i.li a start
and swaliuwed bia glass ot wine, pleading a slight
beadache, canaed by llic molion ot tlie cars- “ Xow*
ior Djali,”" said bis miele, and leit the table, fol-
lowed by a moat dejccled-looking ocphew.

CBAITEB Il___ TWO TIfIBESSBS.

. KESSF.TT led tbe way throogb one of the

long Windows ol tlie octagon, acroas a lawn
and down a long alley, lormed by two ciése wiills
of splcy-smelling box, which led tu a gate in a
bigh wall.

“ More wallsl” Ibongbt St. George, and, the gate
being opened, lookeli aronnd bim in a atarl, lor lie
lonnd bimself m a wilderness ol some apecica ol
vegetatloii, uitli thick, bread leaves, wbick grew
on a tliick aialk, as corn grows, and rose Ingher
iban .bia liead, and tbroiigb whieb varioua patlis
lan in diflerenc directions.

¢ Thia U juiigle graas,” said bia nncle. “ | im-
portad Ihe seea tuysell.” Su ssying, he took one
ol the palhs, and wis followed by Bi. George, who
remai ked, ilter a whiie. tbat It grew broader, nntil
it ended belore whit seemed lo be a cave, made of
large, Irregular piecea of rock, artilioially .iomed in
such a maiinei' as tu havo the ellec'. ol bai ing been
foimed by natnre, and hav.ng a alroog network ol
iron bars serosa its openlog. Behind Ibis, l)Ing
alretched at lengtb, Ibo suullght plsying on the
glossy black-and-gold of ber shiniug cual, lay a
superb Ekngal ligiess, her bead reallog on ber out-
airetcbed pawa.

“ Djali I Djali!" eaid Mr. Kennett, in n potting
tone, and tbe creature raised her he.id: tlieii,
ppr.iiging to ber (eei, rose tlowly cu herbinder-lega,
and, seeming tu try to thrust ber pawa tliroiigli llie
graling, gave vent lo a prolonged roar. Sinking
un ber leel sgain, abe rubbed ber satin lieadagainst
tbe gratiog, and, lookiug ai ber maater witb balf-
ahui eyes, puired, like some gigantlccat, *“ There,
«bst do you tlunk ol her?" said Mr. Kennett, but,
St. George waa too much aalonisUed to reply.

“ How laSaladlo, tbiamorning.Diedrioli?” asked
Mr. Kennett. adding, to St. George, “ Saladin is
my oldest lion." But Diiedricb did not reply,
being eiigaged in staiing atSt. George wilh a pair
of round, skim-milk-color eyea. < Datvong chen-
tleman! Whbo ladit yong clicnticman?’ heasked,
in a Loarse whlaper, sidling op to Mr. Keuneli.

“ My nephew, Mr. Sinclair.”

“ Ha,alli dat aggount» viir it!”

“ Wlist?—accouuts fot what?”

“ Oniy a sbj.”
« A>ﬁy?”
“ Ach! I'll donble him np! I.eaf bim to me.”

“ Kxplaln yourself, Diedricb.”

“ 1 vos in de pack gsrden, andi diJ Lear a
agrnpiiig and glawiiig on de vali. | said, 'Data
gals |>ut breaentlv, iip bops a poy a bead |
saya, *Yon li(s here ? 1eajs, “ V'ou aeeame. Vat
you vantsV He says, ‘ Dére Is a yong chenlloraau
bcre dat lose bis hurte? | saya, ‘* No.” ‘ He game
by de gara,' be saya," and trupped bim In de depot,
and | Blcks him np. | lays.'Dere ia no yong
clicntleman here.’” He saya, ' You co and sec.'" |
saya. *Pe off vitb yon, or 1 lets voa of de peasta
l6ese on yon!" and as be dnms, | bits bim smack
vitb a adoiie. Ach! how be gries, and roba and
roba himsell! | but abikes on dat vali; be ia on-
aafe.”

“ Did you lose yonr pnrae, George?” aaked bis
nncle.

St. George put bis band iu bis pocket, “ Here
itis.”
Ur. Kennett iooked down, llioughtfully. “ I had

fancied that Nebenilab kept a watch on me,” he
raid, “ and ttiis provea it. He tbinks tbat you are
hete as my heir. Well, we won't undeceive bim.”

“1__lassuro yon. | had no snch expectatlon,”
stammered St, tieorge.

“ Idon'tlliink you had. Alter all, It’enotbing bnt
a question of chance, mydtar boy, aod you musn't
build too mneb uponit. | kuow more sbont liona
and ligera than | do sbont women. 1know tbat if
1 were tu ofier yon to Djali here, abe would anap
you np la a oiimite, bnt tiic uther may preter some
stumpy, dark-skinned fellow to even a tall, lair
Adorna like youraeli.”

‘e And—and—Uie oOier ?" aaked St. George liosi-
tatmg ali.ghtly, and blnsbing a good deai.

*' ril introduce yon lo ber,” said bisnncle. “ And
on our way to her we’ll go by Saiadin’a cage—be
was ailiog last nigbt.”

Saladin, an enormons lioo, of a pale-tawny hne,
tiirned bis immense bead tlowly wheii be beard bis
niaster's volee, and sbowed a pair of dinimed eyes,
togetber with tbat haggard and drawn louk pecu-
liar to all animals ol tlio cil-kind, « keu snHeiiog
trom any diaorder.

Mr. Kennett queationed Diedrich cloeely as lo
creatiire's symptoms, gave bim minnie directions
as to Iba medicines lie waa to ose, aud tbe cave
tbat wM to be given him, ond, after looking com-
paasiona'ely iit the siok animal, turoed away witb
tears In lus lyes, sa

“ '"What sbould 1
din

S . George was aomewliat abocked to see so
much feeling bestoaed on a dnmb animal, and
asked, a Hule tlioughtiessly;

“ Were yon never married, GneleV’

Mr. Kenui-tt torned lo him a lace of which he
conid see tliat eteii tbe lips were livid uiider tbe
gray rrostache.

-George."” he said, “ | know wby you aak that
question. You are very yoong now, bul the time
may come wben tou vill fiud even tbe uoreasonmg
levo of a dumb cVentuie tu be a eomfor-. and con-
tolalion, and yon may learo even to preler tbat
Cimpanionsliip, wbere tbere is no tongue to wouud
and deceive yon, aod but tbe instinct tbat teaches
afiectionfor ibe l.aud tbat leede aud careases it,
jastead of a bnnian brain to plan miscliief, and a
cnnnitg liand to wurk itout tollieen.1. | woiildn’t
excbauge my Djali for tbe tairest wuiiian tbat ever
brungbt destrnctiun D mankind.'Or niy brave.oid
Saladla lor tbe tmesl friend one mas conld ever
fiad la anotber.

in
fql sbonld lose my cid Sala-

ILLUSTRATED NEWSPAPER.

St. George was qiiiic dismayed by the sight of
the emotioii he had excited.

“ 1spoke thonghtlessly, nele,” he said.

“ 1 know yon did, my dear boy, and I'm afraid |
appeared ondnly excited. But | musitell yon wbo
tl.ia yonng lady is to whom yon are about to be
presented, allbongh, by-tlie-way, | bave never
aeen her myself."

St. George opened bia eyesvery wide.

“ She is my ward, too, and was leit lo my gnar-
dianship by hergrsndfather, wilb whont | was once
on very intimate lerras. He wus to bave married
niy aister, ir she had lived.”

“ But, nncle, Nlyon Lave never seea ber, how
can yon—"

Ve go through here,” said Mr. Kennett, nn*
locking a gate. “ Of conree, | comdn’'t aak a
yoiing lady to Uve in a menagerie, so 1have tnken
lor her Ibis houee next to mine, where sbe will lie
free to reccive tbat Bociety wliioh 1bave now for-
sworn ior years, and wiili which itwould be torture
to me to mingle cgatii. | liave engaged a lady—a
widow—to Uve WUh ber as compnnion. chaperon,
ele. Tbe girl's poaition Is peculiar, a> allbongh
nhiced uiider niy guardianship, ber (atlior is aiill
living. Tbere was some very odd arraiigement
betwecD bim and her grandistiier, by » liich. for a
cerlain sum, he ibrogated bis righta, aod sbe waa
furmally adoptad by ber grandfatber, wboae fiame
sbe siso took."”

“ la her fatber a veiy bad man?”

“ Well, no, not liad, exaclly, lhongh tbere waa
some Bcandsl, | believe, Iwo or three yeara ago,
wben be was in i'raoce. But the trouble is tiiat ne
ia a little too gay for bia years. He has already
speni two or lliree lortonea, and hb latlier-in-law
waa decermined tliat be sbocid iiot epend tbls
ooe, so be has put it all out of bia reach,
Leolioe-that'a ber fiame — has filty thousand
doliara, which carne to bcr frora her motber, bnt
from ber grandfatber alie ioheriis one huodred
thonsand, of which she is not to be put in posses-
aioQ cDiil ber weddiog—dalylll.’"

. » . . .

They bnd been Crossing Bome bandsomely ar-
ranged gronoda aa Mr. Kennett gave St. George
tilia aligbt reivospect, and were now waikmg slowly
down B patli, one aide of wliich sloped to an orna-
mental piece of water, wliile the other was pro-
lected by a thick bedge uf boUy.

Geurge |bougbt be beard femioine garments
ruatiing on tbe other side of tbe hedge.

" Aod you aay tbe yuung lady la not here?"

“ Slie ia not tu be bere tor a conplc of muntha or
so. She Btraveling in Italy, after liaving been to
achool in England, nnd to Germany to take rauaic-
lessona, and 1don’'t know wbat besides. Oli, abe’a
a very accomplisbed yonng lady.”

“ I'm ifraid slie won't look at me, if tbat ia tha
caae."”

“ Mydear boy.ahe iaatill vory young—onlysevon-
teen—and you are twenty-tive, are yon not? If abe
alleinpts to snob you, yon must take a stand on
yonr superior yesra. |i sbe'a a aeoBible girl, sbe
won't be pedantic; bnt If siie begins to preséme en
ber Enropean experience. yon muat trest ber bke
tbe ex-sclioolgirl sheis, end niake her respect an
unlraveled American Citizen. By-the-way, 1iiope
| have lhe rigbt key. Yes, bere itis. Now take a
torn to tbe i~ht. liten down ibis long passage. It'a
ao dark 1cen'c find tbe door. Ob, tbhisiait! Walt
imtil | have opened a blind. Tbia is tbe room | ar-
ranged, and tbere Is tbe joung lady.”

S1 George naturally loiikud at the picture firsl,
and aaw anoval.faced.creamy-skinnedbJonde, wilb

fuse, tawny iiair. wbicli rippled around beramall,

ek lorebead, and Uien tell, In great, caveleaa
waves, upon ber ehouldera. Theeyea were brown,
witb tawny lighu in them ; tbe lipa of a beantilul,
veivety crimsun ; the attitnde peculiar—abe seemed
to be (iall-fallen, balf-croncbea, opon a pile ot crim-
son cusbiona, trom wbicb sbe waa la tbe act of
apringing witb a Ughtneas and iitbe grnce wbicbh
waa wundsrlolly well repreaenied in tbe pietme.

St. George drew a long brealh, after baving
looked at it slleiitly for some moments.

“ It's a wondcrliil picture,” be aaid.

“ Doii'iyou plalnly see tbe tigresa in tbe eyes.
tbe abnpe oi ene liead, the litbe slenderoees, and
Buggestiun ut repreaaed power of tbat eupple, balf-
croocbing figure ?" aaked bianncle. “ And | don’t
know, my boy, but you'd better lurn back now,
aod go Biraight borne again.”

" r?” said SU George.

“ Yea; lor I'm afiaid tbere ate ciswa nnder tbe
velvet.”

“ Uy Uear Unele, | bad rather be seratebed by
ber clava Iban patted by any ouc else.”

“ Oh, my dear boy, 1aee it'aali over witii yon!
But tbere Is one tliing 1 would adviso you duiug.”

“ Whatlatliat?”

“ Study bow Mahal manages Djali. The flrst tiras
abe saw liim, abe nearly snapped bia bead off, and
now be has ber nnder bis tbumb.”

“ Thank yon, nncle, bnt | sbould like to bave my
bead anapped ofi. Jnat faney tbose lipa near ooe's
own.”

CHAVTER I11.—KOT A PICTCKIi, MJT REALtCT.

EaBLY a week bad pasaed, and St. George, who,
at borne, was snrronnded by a gay lamily
gronp, and had innumeraUe yoong frienda, among
wiiom he was tbe acknowledged leader In all plana
lor social amnaeraent, bad begnn to Qod tbis louely,
aeil-comalned 1Ge notoniy toleribie, bnteven agree-
able. Two or tliree daya after bis arrivai, bis
ancle bad proposed tbat be sbonld take posaession
of a certain part of tbe bouse, and tbere receive
and entertain snch acquaintancea aa he might
chanco to make in guing about tlie town.

“ Tt doeau’ t seem fitir to cuaderna a young fellow
like yonrsell to my old-bach”or exiatcnce.” he
said. " | don't know soy one in tbe neighborbood,
personally—my oid acgnaintaoces baving died ont
—but 1know of tlicm, and can roncb for tbeir ont-
side respectabilfiy. In tbat pretty llalian villa,
aonth of na, tbere's a lamily ol wolvea ; and In thbe
SwDs cottige, a anake and two foxes ; and a goose
and a pair ot deer in tbe bouse witb tlie stone
porch juit beyond.”

St. Geoi”e nnderstnod tbis to be bia uncle's ec-
centric raanner of uescnbing tbe personal cbarac*
teristiesof tbe occopsots ol the honaeshe had men-
tioned., .

« . » >

One day it carne into bis bead tbat be sbonld like
to see tbe pietnre again, and reireah bis memory 6f
tbe beanliful face wboae leatures seemed to be at-
ready impreased upan bia hearc.

* * * °

« *

As be barried aiong tbe well-known Hoily-walk
a sraall wbite object in bis palh made bim start
and ibeii stoop snddenly. It was a woman'a band-
kerebief that be had picked np, a perfuraed gos-
samer tbing-and it bod a great Din one cérner.
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St. George lamed it this way and that, staring at
it as if il nad been an enigma. “L!” lie said—
“ ljeoHnel" and looked til aronnd. as 11 expecling
to see tbo litbe shape tbat had hannted bis dreama
atep from the snrrouodiog greeueiy. But no one
eame.

* < » > * <

Whben he reacbed and opened tlie door, he fosnd
bimself in no carefnily darkened room, of wbicb
lie must opeo the shultere to get a glimpse of
dayligbt, bnt in a cheerftd apartmunt, wiih opea
Windows, ahaded oniy by tbeir lace enrtaine, with
booka and work acattered ibont. and a bonquet ut
Ireshly gathered flowers on tbe table. But tbe

pi%nre wga not tk)/ere. « S « »

st. George, turning away, wlitli a feeling of min-
gled IUsappomtment and surpriae, encountered a
tall, female Agoré, in n black dress and widuw's
cap, which was just steppiiig from tha piazza juto
one ol tbe Windows.

The figure saw bim, atarted, drew back a atep,
and Ibén called loudiy;

“ Uiss de Forest! LcoUne I

And in atanotber window sprang d slender figure,
witb tawny bair, dispretd unon ita shoulders, and
weaiing a dress ol lawny-cblored silk, with dark
crimaon velvet trimmiogs, which looked as if itbad
just stepped ontof one of litlan’s pnintings.

St. George knev this pictnreagne dressoy heart.
-It was the one on tbe cronching, zpringing figure
of tbe lady ot bia dreams. And tbis, then, must be
her living self!

“ Tbis—tbis gentleman!” aaid tbe figure in tbe
w'iJow’a cap, regarding bim atonily.

A giggle—yea, responifed. It carne trom
lips aa dewily crimaon aa thosa in the picture, But
St. George recoguized it, with a shock, aa tbe con*
venlional acboo”irl giggle.

“ Wby th.Bis—a—the geotleman | have seea la
the grounda,” S'id the shape in the tawny robe,
gigeling again; but tliat might be from nervoui-
neas, St, George gave her tbe benefit of the donbt.

“ May 1 ask--—— "’ began the WiJow’a Cap, frig-
idiy ; and 8i. George, bowing, replied :

“ily mime la Sinclair ; | am a nephew of Mr.-----
tblsyoung lady’ aguardlan

Misa de Forest gave a abrill aereara, and tbe
Widow’e Cap ejacuiated;

‘mHow uniortunaie!"

St. George looked from one to tbe other in aome
surpriae.

” | confeastbis mustseem like Intrnsmn but Ihad
no idea—does my miele know—

“ That we are here? Certainly not,”
Widow'e Cap, aggreasively.
mean that he sbould.”

” But, UStbe young lady's guardian,” began St.
George.

"Yes, he ie lier guardian, to be sure, but— ”

“ You bave beard tlie report about bim,” aaid St.
George, eagerly. *“ Upon my honor, it ianot truc.
He la as sane as | ara.’

" Oh, yes, he may be iitne.” said the Cap. wilb
empliasis, and toasmg its bead ; “ but tbere are cir-
cninatancea-Misa de Foreat, will you obliga me by
going out on tbe piazza for a tew moments?”

The girl skipped ont on tlie piazza with a back-
ward look over ber shoulder at SI. Geurge, tbat ro-
mioded bim of certaio vulgarly eognetlish, colorrd
litliographs be bad aeen in ehop-windoas, and tbe
Clip contlnued:

“ Isit pos3:ble yon bave nevar beard—bave yon
lived wiili your nncle a long time 7

“ | bave oniy known bim peraonally foraboct ten
days.”

“ Thon yon don’'t know about bia wife? But 1
have beard that he Uves very aecluded, and never
seea any one?”

“ That, ot least, istrne,” said 81. George.

“ Oh,I have tlie other on the very best anlhority.
Hia wiie dlsappeared—ran away witb anotber rasn,
he aaid, but was never able to preve It—and with
her diaappeared tbeir infant danghter, Did yon
ever bear ot a woman carrying ofi ber infant wlien
she was eloping witb anoilier man ? Bnttliat waan't
the worst of it.  Hia wife wria rich in her own rigbt,
and tbe child waa her tieireas. Tbe money had
been willed to lier by an onde, who bated lier bus-
band, and fixed it ao that be conld never have n
cent ot tlie property wiliile hia wile and cbild lived.
fin So. &1 of Franx Lxslik’'s CnufNzv Cokni-r,
Jsnuary 16th,fur sale at all sews depots, nill be
lonnd tile aequel to the opening ol tiiis atory.
Tilia aynopsis of tbe flrst part of til.a atory,
which wlll Win favor witb every ladyin the lami,
will prepare tne reader to eojoy tbe continoation.]
Somehiiw or other, be did not take into conaidera-
tion tbe posaibility thst the fatber might outlive ibe
cbild. and made no pruviaion lor tlial eveot.”

“ Well, was tbere no inquiry made 7’

“ Ob. the case waa brought lato tbe coarta, bnt
nolbing conld be proved agsinst him; and he has
been a marked man Irom tiiat day.”

“ Aud yet Mr. de Forest appuinted bim gnardian
to bis granddaughter I”

“ Ob. he wonld never believe him gnilly, but
stood up for bim to the last, and left bim tbis trust,
to persuade other people luto bia own beilel. 'The
storv has, in a manner, died out, but stlil the donbt
remains. and will alwaya be a ahaduw on bis paib
Uiitil the end.”

“ How long ago did tbis bappen 7’

“ Tbirty.five or forty vears ago.”

* « s’ S * .

“ Yon bave come much aooner tban bo ex*
pected.”

“Yes: Leoline feitalongingto aee her oid borne.”

“ You do not wiah my ancle lo know of it?”

“ Bnt| anppose it can’'t be helped. Leoline, yon
can come la now. Mr. Sinclair and | bave bad our
private conversalion."”

The girl come in again, mstling ber tawny traln
over tbe shining wood-floor. See was not exacily
wbat he hadexpeeledlo aee, bnt alie was certainly
wonderlnlly pretty.

“ l.eoline. yon muat make up yonr mind to ae<
yonr ogte.”

The girl ahuddered, pnt np ber pretty sbonldeie,
and presaed ber smail pairas togetlier. “ Ob, |
cau'f/* abe aaid.

“ He isn't dreadfnl at all,” aaid St. George.

“ Bnt—i hayo such afear of hini!” abe eaid;
and, drawing a little nearer lo 8t. George. laid one
band on bis arm as if sppealing to hmi iur protec-
lioD.

aoid the
And ve did not

“ | sbonld like to aak yon to atay longer,” said
the Cap, *sbat as this is tbe flrat time----- ”
“ Very tme,” said St. George, "allbongh my

nncle ma;;]mbs me.‘(’:| h | ked b oth
Again [he Cap an e girl, iooked at each other,
gain fhe Ggp and the girl jiooked at each

And, witb anotber glance at the slender sbape in
the tawny robe, be took bis leave ol bis two new
acquaintancea.





