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REFAC

Firft Volume.

h e Dcfign which we engaged in fame Weeks fince, to endeavour the Anfwering 4ny
reafonable Qiieftion which Jhonld be propofed, was a Thing offach a Nature, as all
, the Ingenuous appeared highly pleafed with ; nor has the Efteem and Succefs it has hi*
therto met in the World™ given us any reafon to repent of ourfirfi undertakings There's

nothing the Nature of Man is tnoredefirous o f Knowledge he purfues it to-a Fault, and will
fly even to Hell it felf to advance it. However a jufl profecution thereof by due means, is both
lawful and highly commendable : jdnd the firft and mofl- natural way to obtain this Knowledg,
is by Queftions and Anfwers, into which all Difputations, all Experiments, and every part of
Philofophy are eajily refolved. Such rfDefign therefore as this is™ to communicate Knowledg
more generally and eaflly than has beenformerly done.,, and that <f all ki»ds™ as well Sabred as Hu-
mane, cannot as has been faidy but meet with a kind Reception from the Ingenuous, if Well
performed; which is the main Qiieftion here. Now as *tis. impojfible that am Angle Man fljould
be eMally learnd in all Sciences, though be may havefame tolerable notion of whatever'Jhould be
propofed ; fo while there were but one or two Perfons engaged in this Defign, it could not be ex*
peBed that all Queftions fhould be anfwered to equal fatisfa<ftion ; and accordingly *tis not to be
doubtedy but difcerning Readers might fometimes find a great difference betwixt one and another i
However this inconvenience we have now tak™n fare to remedy ” and as we gave the publick, notice
in fome former Advertifements, engaged fuch Perfons in the Affair, that what would have been

inipar onus toany one or two, may now be difpatched with much more eafe and accuracy than before.

And if fome things may appear more crudely exprefs'd in the Papers already pafsdy the candor
wherewith the Ingenuous received our imperfeft Defign, will we hope be not altogether unrewarded
with what they may herefor the future  preff-meU witk. There are indeedfeveral forts of People,
whom we have found not a little troublefonj ftnee the beginning of this undertaking. Some there
have been who have all along peftered us with impertinent Qiieftions, to Jhew their W it } others
with rude ones ; for what Reafon is not eafy to imaginCy unlefs to mak§ us acquainted with their good
Nature y a third more dangerous than bothy with Atheiftical ones, which fometimes but to mention
in their Terms, would be lik® felling Poifon in the Streety toallthatpafs throughit. For the firft
Set of thefey they maygive us leave to ufe from henceforward a Judgment of Diftretion in an*
fwering only fuch QuejHons as we think, flta/l deferve it, and we fltall be fo far from yielding to
their repeated Importunities of infertiag thenty {a weakjiefs we may have been formerly guilty ofy)
that they mufi e'en be condemned to that Contempt and Siltntc they merit. For the fecond fort of
Cuftbmers, thofe who are very abufivc and angry, and who commonly fend us many kind Re-
membrances, for which we owe them as many Thanks j this was an Inconvenience eaflly forefeen
at the firft undertakjngy but which could not difcourage usfrom the Profecution thereof. They feem in*
deed to take it amifs that anyJhould handle a Pen befldes themfelvesy and with a pretty fort of a Fa-
miliar Bluntncfs, enquire intoour Library, though they make but unlucky Gueffes at it 5 and *tis very
prBjahle taki Idea from their mn, “Twere an eafy matter to anfwer thofe Civil People who abufe
at random whomfoever they but fufpeft engaged in the Defign ; to anfwer that Queftion of theirs®
W hat Common-place-Books we make ufe of for filling our Papers ? we'mightfirft anfwer Com*
mon-Senfe, a Book.which perhaps they are not much acquainted withy any more than Civility. We
might add for Divinity, we confult Grotius, Hammond, the Criticks, or whatever great Names-
we could find at the beginning of any Catalogue ; and that for Philofophy , we fometimes read
{without being ajhamed to own it) ..the Great Arirtotle, the Ingenious Defcartes, the Incomparable
Mr.Boyle, the TranfaBions of the Royal Society, with thofe of the Foreign Virtuofo's ~ all this
we might tell theniy and a great deal more , and perhaps neither they nor we ever the Wifer: But
whether *twould be truth or wo, Jhould we affrm let the Learned Worldjudge. Nor is another Ob*
jeBion broight againft the attempt by Perfons of the fame Kidneyy any more formidable than this al*
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ready dtah with™ That Vis a Mercenary Defign to get a Peny ; A wonderful heavy Charge if
levted a* the Bookfeller. Aid Pd fain know what even the whole Company’s Delign it in prints
im fi)/Holy Bible, don theyexped toget hy it ? And does not this very Argument fet all the Prefles
*> Town a™work.? A wondrous Eltate in the mean time he is likely to raife by a Peny-Paper. Butfar-
ther to evince the Principles he ads upon are notfo unhandfom as theft Perfons fappofe, he has by
him to produce” feveral Letters, wherein *tis offered”™ for the prevention of fuch Impertinencies as
thefc related, that every one who propofes any Q”ieftion, Jhould withal give fome Gratuity for ha-
ving it-Inferted and Refolvcd, which for fear of any fiich Imputation, was generonfly refufed
by him ; though with all due acknowledgment {here publkkly repaid) to the Civility of thofe who
made the Offer, and who ids not doubted, will be fo jufi, though unkiwwn .to us, where there's any
occafion, publickjy to ownit. This for the Stationer. _= As for thofe concerned in the Compofition,
(they are not very ambitious of the name of AuthorsJ moff, if not all of 'em can fafely protefi
they never had, nor ever expeB one Sixpence for their Pains, nay feurn any fitch thinge and
would even go near to-defifi from their pare therein mere it once offered; Though not at all condemn-
pjg thofe who do otherwife if their Circumftances reijuire it, and think,he may be as Honeft and
Brave a Man who writes a Peny-Sheet to fupply his Neceffities, as he that buys andreads it for his
Satifaction or Diverfion, And fo we Have anfwered their kind Qiieftions, 'tho wepant thinkour
felves obliged to dofo again, when of fuch a Nature, unlefs thofe who fend them dare fet their Names
to them.

We have a Third fort, who fend in Athtiftical Qiiellions, oftentimes of fuch a Nature as tend
to-the Deftrudtion both of Divinity and Morality. Not that we*dbe fo uncharitable to think.all
Queffions which look, that way, werefo defign d by the Propolers fiinefi fome of them proteft the con-
trary, and that their only Defign therein, was their own and others fatisfadlion. For thtfe latter,
wep alj endeavour to treat them with thatrefped. and tendernefs they defer've, and where there’'s any
fojfibie room for Charity, believe the hefi of them : But for the former, who fo exadly co” their
Celebrated Mr. and who have the haughty Air running through their'W ritiagi, which have
often fmething dazling, feldom any thing that's folid in them, they'mufi notbe angry, if to mortify
them a little, we now and then tvtit them at the fame rate at which theytreat all Mankind befides:
With thefe we declare we'll neither give nor take Qiiartcr , but deal with them as we would with
fuch- as arefound Poifoning Spring” (as thefe deny the firfi and mop facred Principles of Morality
and Religion,) and not be very careful how wc intrude abruptly into their Company, or handle them
as roughly as they deferve. Someof thefe have complained, thatinfome of our AnPwtrs which have
not pleajed them, we beg the Queftion, and prove nothing; or take fuch Principles for gfant-
ed, as they abfolutely deny. In Anfwer, fome Principles mup be granted, atleap remote, if not
immediate or elfe / defy them asgreat Matters of Senfe as they would be thought, to prove me the
plaineft Propofition in the World, A Perverfe Man may deny any thing, even the kjown meaning
of Words if, he pleafe, and fo immediately make an End of DifputStion, But there are fome
principles infinitely more Self-evident than the gefmin ufe of Words (which in mop, if not all
Languages, are only ex Inftituto, and Accidental,) which fome People affed fo deny, and then
charge their Opponent irif/? begging the Queftion. Not that we fay this fo extricate our felves
from any difficulty otherwife too hard for us, who arepiU tcady togive a reafbnable Anfwer to any
reafonable Queftion, as we havepU| hitherto endeavoured. Which Defign of ours, if it'any way
tends either to fatisfy the Curious, to divert the Gra”e, to eftablifh the Doubting, or to baffle the
Common Objedions vf the Little-wbu*d-be-wits, and Pretenders to Philofophy ~w”*Rcafon;
who fetupfor no Religion, bccaufethey never underpood any : It will be, as we hope, no dif-fer-
vicc fo the Publick, fo we are fure a great fatisfadion to thofe concerned thereinwho, what-
ever fruitkfs GuelTes may be made, pill arc and rejolve to continue

Unknown.
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moDltration can be made of the Equality betwixta
Q 7 N i<
The grounds of Friendjl/tp being placed NumS: 7.0 « a
cither m Benefits or luclination, whether will your
Dcfcriptionofichold, that it muft be only between
two Perfons, fincc one of thofe Caofes, may oblige me
to one Man, another to a fecond, dyyci Q 8 n: i<
What are become of the feven Churches of Afidl

<?MO*N I'<
k\ii

Whether Stones ire porous ? '
Whether the Sky is a Subftance, and may
Who was the moft Righteous Man, IinhL or
T I <
How ought thofe Men to be treated , w o through
Malice and Ignorance degrade thofe Works chev un-
derftand”™poc Q t3 N j<
Whether i~ bclawfulffor Friends folemnly to engage if
ore dyesfirjl, to appear to the other, and inform them
of the Condition of the Soul in another World ?

why doth the S«n at his ri/iniin the Firmiiem/to
more on Ealier-day than Wmjiatday n 2nTI
I knew a Gentlewoman who wept the firft Ni'ohf n,»
nept with her Husband, Whether was it Tov™ F«”
or Modefty that caus'd thefe tears | O a N tfi*

A Sailer breaking his Leg called for apiece ofw»rv4r'
paulmg, and roulingofit fome turns round his Leg was

able immediately to walk round the Ship, Owr»
whether it may not be folvcd according to the Carfe*
fian Philofophy ? O.xwA"

What became of the Waters after Noi6s Flood}

Sctmg Ajirohgers do acknowledge the Sun t~'be a”odv
2. what IS that that nourifties and fupplie,

What is the Difference betwixt Genus a?d%?2 i///

What's the true meaning of the word

™ "h |!s ~the moft ancient and populous Natmn”'in* the

WhacisMajefty "Stl*
Why the water on one fide Kingflon Bridge runs

TiH according to the motion of

the Caufc of, the Tides mo-

W hydo« the Fruitofa Tree in grafting
after the C/on, and not after the Avar Q i2”~N

found Itfelf but often founds K, fas in the S

CharaSer,chebar Lachifl), Baruch, the like ) what
certain Rdle in this ca% can you give a Stratifiir r
pronouncmg [ fuch ] words aright/ @  * g ,7 "
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Whether Fleoj hare Jfhgf, or whether they only/~c”
oriife, when they draw from the ~Q.1N.17
How may we fhun the reproach of a rafli ViYVenalNing,
if the Evenf prove contrary to our expectation®
Q.2 N.!17.

An EKperiment concerning curing wounds at a great
Q-3-N. 17.

Whether an mmarryed Perfon ought to pray *for a
Husband or 3 Wife-, andifitbca </, whether it is
not afin to neglcftic : N. 17.
W hat is the Efficient Caufe ofall Motion™ Q. 5. N. 17.
What is thc-Beafon that the Koice cfJTowfn is more
NliriA/that the yoiceolMen f Q.6. Ay 17.

W hence is the Produftion of Gahame's ? Q. 7. N. 17.
VVhence comes the Produftionof/Wr, Serpents, i"rc.
in the nildft of folidRock/ » Q. 8. N, 17.
How are Eels produced, and whether have they any
heat.' Q. 9. N. 17.
Suppofing it to be pofliSic for a great Hole to be made
quite through the Diameter of the Globe of this Earth,
and that a Mljhnei or fome other ponderous Body were
thrown into it, VVhithcr would the faid Milrtonc
fall Q; 10. N. 17.
W ¢ have heard of fome who to all appearance have
been dead for two or three days, and have recovered.
Now this Mfiery in Nature is worth your explaimng\
and | beg the Solution ofit, as well for my own fatis-
fallion as of fcveral ocher Gentlemen chat put me on.

Q; 11. N. 17.
W hether Beauty be real or imaginary Q i. m. 18.
IfaMan, ~c. what's the Sin ~c. Jht Lady who fent it

“mwj the rejlofthe Quellion. Q. 2id 18.
If a Gentlewoman who is atYears of Difcrction, has
been educated at a great didance from her Relations,
who always left her to her own management.— After
an Honourable Courifliip made, and an equal Return
exprefs’d and confirm’d by Vows; Whether the
Rules of Duty can free her from the Engagements fc-
Icranly contraded ? Q. g. N. 18.
VVhethcr it be lawful to look with more pleamre on ano-
ther Woman than one’s W ife when Married, or others
bc-fides her we intend to make fo before ? Q. 4. n. 18.
Why are Children oftner like the Father chan the
Mother.” . Q: 5.N. 18.
VVhether it be proper for YVYomcn to be Learned?
%6.N.iS

W hy is it fuppofed by fome, that Wbnmen have no Souls ?
Q 7-M 18.
VVhether an Army of Women would not conquer an
Army of Men ? Q. 8. N. 18.
What is Platonick Love / Q. 9. N. 18.
VVhy arc Common Women feldoni gr never with
Child? Q to. M 18.
VVhether a ever cats Carrion | Q- 11.N .18.
A, B, being a Feme Covert™ and ferved with a Procefs of
Subpoena™ iffued out of Chancery, barely direfteti to
her fcif, VVhether fhc is obliged to appear, and an-
fwer the Plaintiffs Bill ~and in cafe fhi* docs not, what
Remedy can the Plaintiff have againd her Husband,
Being abroad ? Q 12. N, 18.
VVhatis the meaning of the prefenc Union bcc.ween the
Presbyterians and Independents And whether an Vni~
verfai Accommodation amongd Protedams may ever be
expeacd ? Q1. N. 19,
VVhether is there fuch a thing as a PetrifiSion of \\body
&c. andhowisite f t e A ¢ d (2. N. 19
VVhethcr Babel'i Builders had attained their defired
ends, if their Languages had not been Confounded
feeing it is written, nownothing will be rejiratned from
them which they have Imagined todo/ Q. 2.n.io.
W hy arc Springs found at the top of the higff~ idoun-
J«-ms? Q-4.//1g.
How comes it to pafs, that Cloud\ being compofed of
Rah”™ and much heavier thM the.dfr, do not fall to

? Q N2
W hat Willthe Generul Conflagration of the World pro-

VVnetner Nature Produces fuch a Quadrupeds as an
UnicornQ.3 . N.2 0.

VVhy Copper yields a better price than Brafsy Brafs be-

ing made of Copper which much and”~rr.A

Q. 4. N. 20.

W hether the Departed have any Knowledgef or ever

concern chemfclves with the affairs oi xhe\r Ftiends

.5.N.20.

W hether every thing that Bo«r;/&s an Animal, ought 10
Q. 6. N 20.

W hich is the bed Sell of Philofophers | Q.7.n. 20.

\ Vence comes the word Cuchpldry, and whether is itin
all Cafes fo Infamous as is gencrially /edeenedn

Q 8 N. 20.

C O N T E N T S

W ho arc the mod happy in this World, W ife Men of
FooU / Q. 9. N. 20.

Whether Origen was to be cenfur'd or prailtd for his
voluntary Cafiration Q. 10. N. 20.

How can we fuppofe fo many Beajls lived in the Arl®
and upon what they lived, and to what Place went

their and why did they not Devour one ano-
ther Q. 11. N.20-
How comes a Cane and a Tabacco-pipe to emit Fire ?
Q. 12. if. 20.

VVhy do Scotchmen hate Swinc'-Flcfth ?  Q i N. 15.
VVhySpring-VVatcr is HotinWinter, and Cold in
Summer ? Q.'"14.n.20.
W hy is Sound, being no fubdance, but only a patiblc
Quality, conveyed by the Wind ? 20.
Whnetlier the lead Particle of Matter is infinitely divi-
fiblc ? Q. 16. N. 20.
Who was rinVW ife & Q. 17. N.2c.
VVhich is the bed Fortified Caflle in Europe? Q”iS.N.ao.
W hat it the rcafon that a draight Stick being put into
the W ater, it appears Crooked ? Q; i P-N. 20.
VVhethcr a Perfon unbaptized, is capable of Knight-
hcon? . Q. i.N. 21.
VVhether it be true, that Storks are never found bui in
Common wealths Q. 2. N. 21.
VVhy in England are fo many mark’d with the Smallpox }
and the VVomen generally more chan the Men, con-
trary to what we fee inocher parts of £«rope

An Author writes that a certain Man beir?g' aflecp, ‘a
Atoufe went into his Body, and was, after it had re-
mained there fome time, vomited up alive. Is this
likely, or is it not more probable’cwould have gnaw'd
his Intrails pieces ? Q_4.N*2i.

The Temple of Sdomon being one of ilic mod
Beautiful Edifices ever known how came nor the Hea-
thens to reckon it among the Seven Wbnders of the

VVorld ? Q.5 AT 2L
W hether the true Rcafon of Banidimcnt were
ever known d.N-2r.

There’s a certain Jefuit, who makes a parallel between
Hamer and Virgil, fomecimes preferring one, fomc-
times the other ; though he feems to give the advan-
tages to Virgil, contrary to the Sentiments of the An-
ticnis, N----- ymSenfe thereupon”c. Q. 7.N. 2L

There is another Jejuit in the Court of France, who
beaded chat he writ .better Verfes thanKir.grf; for
which he was very hiuch jeer'd by the Wits there.
The Query is whether is, whether fuch a thing were
impomblc to bedone ? Q8.N. 2L

Whether the Fourteenth Ode of thefird Book of Ho,
race be rightly interpreted of the Ao/nan Common-
wealth £ Q.9.N. 21.

Whether the Doftrin of Padive Ol>cdience and Noa-
Refijiance be abfurd Q. 10, N. 21.

What is afulland facisfaftory Anfwcrto anv Quedion?

oo , Q. I'l.N. 21.

Whether there be any fuch thing as Nature ? Q. 12.N.21.

VVhether there betwo Men in the World with an
equal numbero f o n their Hf/td? Q 13.N.21.

VVhethcr Number is Infinite ? Q. j4.N.2r*

W hat’s QO be thought of aW ife who lorfakcs her
Husband for his Poverty Q 1$.N.2r.

W hether it's true, that nothing’s in the IntelleCi, but
what was fird in the Senfes ? Q i5.N. 2r.

W hat natural Influence Jacob's Rod could have on La-
ban's Cattle ? Q j7.~M. 21

VVhy Rats, Toads, Ravens, Screech-Owls, See. are Omi-
nous j and how come they to foreknow fatal Events ?

Q. I.N. 22

How ISa natural D.feCl in the Parent, communicated

to the Child, by the Particles of the Semen, or other-
Q, 2. N. 22.

W hether the cafe of the Sufpended clergy for refufing
the Oaths to King William and Queen Mary, is not as
hard, as the turning out the Bellows ofMagdalin Co/-
ledge,i6Z2)? Q3.N. 22.

W hether a Man may de/endhimfelf againd whoever
attempts to Kid him Q 4.y 22.

VVhether the Law of Nations was not violated in the

Perfon of Mary Queen of Scots ? Q 5 n. 22
W ho was the French King's Father ? Q. 6. N. 22.
How a Man fhall Inflowv himfelp. Q. 7.N, 22.
Is Melancholy N<*f«r<r/ or Accidental ? Q. 8. N. 22.

VVeuid not England be happy, if they wanted both
Papifls and Jacobites ? Qp 22.
What would be mod proper to reconcile our
Differences? Q. ,0, n.22.
W hat BDidradion is, and whether it can be ever Plea-
fane Q L1 N. 22
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VVhether Satyrs or Sermons have been more fucccfsful
towards Reforniing Mens Minners Q_12.N. 22.
W hether Ejjcnce be really ddiinguifhcd from Exigence ?
13. N. 22.

VVhether there be not an Incommenjurable, iii-d tbcrdoTc
in fomc refpettan injin/te Power in Linet. Q. 14.N.22.
W hat is the reafon that fo netimes bdotc iiainy Pvea
ther™ AfarbU and other Stones have ( as it were) a Dew
upon them » Q- *5-N'- 22,
W hya VclTc! with Oars. Sails, and full W ind, andfer-
ting out with the Tide atthe Shg in the Nore, can't
bclofoon at Billingate by Four Hours as the Tide.*
16. N. 22.

W hat is the Reafon tha fomc fort of Rotten Wood will
fliinc in the Dark, and what fort that is ? Q _17.N.22.
What is the Reafon that when Two Viols are tuned in
Vhifony one of them being touch’'d, the other will ao-
fwer, though at a diftance ? Q. 18.22*
Whether did Lucretia.Codruiy Plato, &c. do well or ill
inthcadofSw M ? or whether Suifideminy cafe is

lawful? . Q.

Whether a Man ought to ncgleft his Children by ifirjt
W ife, to plcafe aSecond,- when nothing clfc will do it f

Q_I.N. 23.
Whether there ever was fuch a thin”™ as «.hange of
sexes? 0,2.23.
Whatis the reafon of iWir(7n£, and smunding
at a Cat,

ilu 3-~* 23.
Whether Cojfee and tabacco are not prejudicial to the Se-

minat Vertues, cfpccially in the Female Sex ? Q j~.2”.
W hy aHorfc with a round Fundament emits a fquarc
Excrement ? . 23.
By what Mechanifm Nutrition is regularly ordered, and
how by the Stomach’s heat it is cfFcded into Chyle ?
N.23.
W hy Chickens hatch’'d in OrenSjWant Rumps N.27.
VVliat's the reafon of Motion to Vrine in the VVatcr,
more than out of chat Element. Q_8.N. 23.
Whether there be fuch a Bird as a Phoenixy and why but
one in the World, and where that is? Q_9. N. 23,
What kind of Matter our Bodies (hall have in the other
Life? 0,10 N.a3.
Whence arifes the Difference of Cotows m Flowers ?
Q, n.N. 23.
How does Antimony emit a Virtue, and not anate of its
Qiiantity ? Q. 12.N. 23.
Whether he that Swears AlUitasice 10 the prefentGo-
vcrnment,anddocs not believe it to be de Jurty is
not an Hypocrite ? Qj *3-H. 23.

VVhy is generally defired.? 24.
VVhether Dr.sAer/oci®be Dean oKt. PrfKfs. dePallooT
dejure?’ , 0.2 24.

W as the ufe of Wine unknown to the AntidjJuvian
World ? 3- 24
Whether the Lives of the Patriarchs were really as long
as wc generally think 'emj and whether we are to
reckon their Ages by Solar or Lunar Tears? Q, 4.N.24.
Whether we may fuppofe the People before the Flood,
exceeded thofe after, as much in Stature and Strength
as in Longevity ? o+ 3 9r
Arc there any fuch Creaturesas Pigmtes ? Q, 6. N. 24.
What was the 1Vorld made of 2 ona 24.
Whether the Pentateuchwere written by Mofesl Q.8.2V.24.
What was the Sin ofOnanj whether 'tis polTible to be

guilty of it now, n QMi.ANay.
How a Man may know when he is m the Covenanti
Qj 2. N. 25.

In what Eftate fhall we appear at the Rcfurreaion >That
wherein wc died, or acpcrfca Manhood ?
VVhether went the Bodies of the Saints which arofe
with our Saviour ? Qt4N 2w
VVliac we arc to think of the Salvation of Cain, Eli,
Sampfon, Solomon}
Of what Degree or nature is the Sm of /e/ode jei
d. iVv. 25.
W hether or no, we fhall know our Friends in Heaven ?
0:7.N. 2j.
If the Ofirkh digefts Iron ? Qf 8 25.
Fromwhat Gaufc proceeds the 56f//which covers the-

Snail? Q.9.M 25.
How came Ajonkrtfirfi into theworld? Q.to.M25.
V'Vhethcr a sahmunder is able to live in the Fire?

<"|.N. 26.
If there were any Men before Adam ? Q 2. M 26.

VVhether Jepth.i really S?aificcd his Daughter or not ?

Q 3.N. 26.

VVhether if Lawyers (hou'd ereft an Office for an Enfu-

ranee of Eftates, ic wou'd not do well ?  <~4. N. 26.

VVhether cue ancient Pbilofophers, upon fuppoticinn of

Jivirg good lives, can be rcafouaWy,thought to be dam-
ned?

CONTENTS.

An Hare is an Hundred Yards before a Dog, and the
Dog Runs s-j farter than the Hare, Query how many
Yards lhall the Dog run before he overtakes her.

Q, 6. N. z6»

How comes it topafsthata Bottle being ftopewith a
rttong big Cork, and let down into the Sea fuch a
Number of Fathoms, that the Cork fhall then be
drawn .ind forc’'d into the Bottle ? J2.7. H. 26.

W hat was the mark God fet upon Cain ? Q 8. W. a5.

W hether it's lawful for Parents to force their Children
toihc fame way of VVorfhip they themfcivcs pro-
fefs ? Q.9 H. 16.

Whether the Soul of Man knoweeh all things to come,
but is hindred by the dulnefs of Bodily Organs:

Q. N. lo. 25.

W hether it were the real Samuel, the Devil, or only «
Confederate which appear’d to Saul at £n<for? Q-1.A/.27.

W hether an Example without a Precept, be fuffidenr,
of inrticucing one Ordinance and difannulling another?

Q. 2. N. 27.
W hether the Punifhments of Hell arcE”~«<i/? ji3.iV.27,

VVhether there be fuch aSpider as a Tarantula", and
whether its Bite is curable by Muficl™ii is commonly
reported ? Q.4. N. 27.

W hether you believe the Romani in their greaccfl power
had fo may Souldiers in Pay as the Iprcfcnc French
King? Q i.N.21.

W hen the Angels had their firrt exiftence ? Q. 2. N. 28.

W here go the Souls of Good Men immediately after
Death? Q. 3. N. at.

W hether afeparate Soul can affumeaBody, and how
that which has no Body, can operate on what is fo?

ii4-n- 27,
How docs God’s Vrefctence confift with Mans frecAgency |

Q 5-iv. 28.

Whether was that of Cite/ and La:aiHS2 Parable or an
Hijiorj? Q 5.iV. 28.
What is the meaning of that Text, 1 Cor.'j.j6i("].N.28,
Who was that Melcbit"edecb, mentioned Hcb. 7 N.28.
Seeing the Didates of Gods Spiritare generally Dogma*
tical, mayn’t we imagin the word ( | fuppofe to be
crept iototheTcxt, John 21. ultl Q. p.N, 28L
Whether there was ever fuch a Perfon asPope Joan ?

Q. 10, AT 28.
W hat arethcutmofl Effefts ofJoy ? Q i.ivV.29.
W hence proceeds the Shuterkin | Q. 2.N. 29,
Do the Deceafed walk ? Q. 3. N. 29.

VVe have an account in Barth. Hifi. of a Mouftroas Birth,
Two Brothers born together, both baptized™ ~c.
(“uery, How fhall they arife at the Day of Judgment >

Q.4.N. 2p.

How thofe places arc reconcilable, St.Mat. id. 34. and
St. Mark_14. 68. 70.and v. 72. Q. 5. N. 29.

Tis faid of St. Peter’s fecond denial, St. Mak_14. 46. A
Maid faw him again : But Sc. Z«“e 22.58. That
'twas a Man j How does this Quadrare ? Q. 6. N. 29.

Exod. 33. V. Il. And the Lord fpake to Mofes,Facc to
Face i Compar'd with v. 20. Thou canft not fee my
Face and Live. How do thefe agree | Q. 7.N. 29.

How muft St. PauPi words be uaderrtood, Rom. 9 3?

Q. 8. N. 29.

Whether are the words of St. Peter,*. Ep.~.Cbap. v.
5. Fairly interpreted by Mr. Burnet in the Theory of
the Earth ? Q. 9. N.29.

Whether it be lawful to do evil that good may cone on't ?

Q I. N. 30.

If the Soul beimmediately infufed, How did Levi puy
Tithesin Abraham? Q2.N. 30.

All Men finning in How cou’d chat be, unlefs all
were in him ? Q. 3. N. 30.

W hat was the Queflion on which Chrift difputcd iu the
Temple.” Q. 4.N. 30.

W hat was it which our Saviour wrote on the Ground ;
and who that Woman was who ivas taken in Adul-
tery? . Qj 5. N. 30.

W hy thofe words, Thefc three are one, | Epiji. of St.
joAn, 5. 7. arc generally left out in the Old MSs?

0”6 N. 30.

How we may know the *Sc-ipcurcs to be th- woidof

God? N. 30.
When we differ about the fenfeof the worhsj bv whom

muft we becryed, fioce our Letter can't explain ic
felf?

r~8. M.30.

VVhac was the Language fpokc before the cv.-afufioo of.
Babel ? “ Q”p. N. 30,
Whether a Child an be Conceived, 10. N. 30.
What is Time ? ir. N. 30.

W hat is the beft remedy againft Fear ? 12. N. 30.
VVhac fort of People arc thofe that tnoft often meet
with infamous Deaths ? Q, 13> N. 30.
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The EPISTLE DEDICATORY,
To theGentlemenoftheA thenian Society.

Gentlemen®

v e r fince my Firj} Thoughts of writing this | have frequently confiderd
whom | fliould lele<a, as ifa Patron of my Endeavors this way ; but thefe Con-
fiderations hill concluded, chat you, who onthe/nw Foundation of yo\it o\x\ Ex-
cellence, have eftablijh’d your (elves in the Efteem of the more foUQ UaCt of

Mankind, without™the of any great Man’s Affiftance; that gOU who had
no Richelieu to cheriih your firft EITays, or guard your Rifmg Merit, were ableft to Patronize
that, which chiefly aim’d at giving the World a Draught, in little, ofwhat it ow’d to your
Incomparable Performances. It it were not, that moft Writers have a fordid preferit Gain
in View, when they defign a Dedication, lam confident, we fliould fee few Noblemens Names
at the beginning ot their Works, fince it muft be confels'd, 'twould be more for the Advan-
tage of their Reputation, to chufe one another for Patrons; a Writer being better qualified
@defend that, which he has once efpous’d, with his Pen, than any Great man, with his
empty Name, or a long CntalOSUC OfC1tIC 0* At leaft | am fure, no man will think
my Choice improper, when he (hall confider, how well able you are to proteB my Failings
with your SIIUUUCIible PeitO, againft all thofe, who (hall hereafter atuque them. Nor will
the Defeli ot what | have writ, make meat all defpair of your favourable Reception, fince
every Adion ought to receive its Value from the Intention, not the avokward manner of Per-
formance. My ccaiu defign'd your Honor, tho’ my P eu has not come up to the Greatm&
of my Aim. | was no fooner convinced by what you publiflied, ofthe Poflibility of carry-
ing on (b Noble an Undertaking, but | refolved to attempt this which | hop’d to
perfed without the knowledge of any of your Learned Society, being (enfible that your aboun-
ding Modefty would endeavour to (lifle that, which might bear the Uafi refemhUnce ofa Pane-
gyric, in the Eye of even the Envious; but by the want ofCaution in fome concern'd in the
publifliing it, | found, before the laft (heet was printed, one ofyour ©OCfCtp had Intel-
ligence of it, whofe fittttt may convince the World, that this Fear of mine wasnot with-
out Jafi Ground. But | will not pretend wholy to juftifie my (df, for publiihing this 5)1*

without your Leave, fince a thing of this nature, indeed, merited better Helps than |
had to the compiling of it, and none were capable of affording them effedually but your
(elves; yet it wasan Error of the better fide, a Treipals caus'd by a too unconfidcring Efieem,
axiA Value for your Noble Undertaking, and no \tf%Performances, which have not only engag'd
me in this Affair, but alwaies to be, as | muft here (ubferibe my (elf;

Gentlemen-,
Toi“Admirer, and Humble Servant,

E. 1.

This D ifrente too your Preference fecurts,

HU Aim was Glory, Publicj» Good was Tours.
For while you move thevarious Srbs of Wit,
Conceald the great Intelligencesfit.

To the /Athenian Society.

h e Warmthyour Beams produc'd you mufl exeuft

Tour Commendation firfi infpir'd my Muft: N. Tate.

Tour friendly Praift fupports herfeeble Wing ;
Tou beth invite, and teach her how tofing.

And, while by Art your charming Numbers move,
Her Wood-wild Notes inflruSl her to improve.
Cenfure, this Attempt, can only fay,
"Fhat T nmy Debt of Thanks too poorly pay |
Thatfrom your bounty I nytribute raift,
And hut return the Produh ofyour Praift.
Tet Mortals thin to Sacred Attars go
With Prefents which the Gods did fir” btfiow.
Wk treat themfrom the Stores which they diffinfe

jto Aiftrit;, butfhew onr grateful Senft.
To fing yoM* Toils let abler Bards ejpire.
While / at diftanct flently admire,
~ w  much oblig'd your Country U to you, «
nfWit, and Learning, bere,tboje Charms renew, >
That Art s Admirers once to Athens drew. *
Ifthither Congu'ring Rome/or Knowledgefought, y
What Miracles haveyou for Britain wrought! S
Mdij Athens home to tu atyour own Charge have brought |’
Aifinng UwK'sfilf myjiyield to you,
In that foie Praift which be can call hit Due:

Learning France too dearly buys.

Which (heaply your Comptndiout Boeifupplits.

Attica Sociztati,

1 py)fta cohors, Mufis & Apolline nata fecundis,
JL/ Per quam Cecropiis vita refurgii avis,
Cujus luce novum ooAra decus addicur Urbi,
yifir, & ardoas mitior aura plagas,
E)a age naturx penetralia pande latentis,
Inyitam excutiens, qua licet ufg, Deam.
Portia langueoti prxbe medicamina muudo,
Phoebeumg”™tuo lumine redde diem.
Lux divina Sophi Thania lumina vincir,
£t peocirat terras, & fuper afira volat.
Quin pergis vifturam in fatcula promere chartam,
<uinMphix fequeris liberioHs iter ?
Ingens refiat adhuc mefiis, oovus ordo laborum:
Auxiliatrices fperat Apollo manus.
Barbariem,more(qi feros manus Attica ademit,
Neefubigenda dbi monfira minora manenr.

P. Mottaix.

The



The fame in Englifli.

To the Athenian Society.

hs of tht m fe s, at whoft welcome Birth
AajpichfU Phoebus cbttr'd the drooping Earth,
By rvhom ortet mort old Ltarntd Athens livts,
Onr great Mtirepolis new Fame rtetives,
And a mort gentle Air our Northern Ciimts revives,
Go on, dtjeend to Natures detpeH CeU,
The gloomy Night that veils the hajbful Dame difpet.
Help a whole World which doth your Aid implore.
And featuring Beams of Light our golden days rrjtore.
Learning's diviner Rays tht Sun's ouuye.
And pierce tht Globe, and yange the lojtult

In never-dying Linesyour, tasli”renew, 0
Through learning's boundlitfs Sea ymr courfe purfut, n
Vaflundifcover'd Regionswaitforyou. J

The mighty iVor~“much Art, much Toyl demands,

And even Apollo wants affixing Hands.

Jn difmal fhades the ancient iVorld did flray, 7
Till Rt\KrtiWifdom did its light display, _ f
Athens once more mufi change our Dar”nefs into Tay.

P. Motceux.

To the Athenian Society.

E'Re_ Science was, or Learning had a Name,
Dilated Memory recorded Fame:

"Twas long before Forgttfuteefs was horn.

Or Wit could find out Ignorance tofeorn ¢

When Men could bscfiSix hundred years relate.

And (till purfu'd thiir very  ant Fate.

Deeds foonirfar than Men did dye,
And long-protraaed Life jorgat Mortality i
Wide as the Heaven their Prpughes did roul
To Ahlions great as the exten(ive Soul.
Letters and Books the Helps Wc¢ ufe
To keep expiring Sence alive,
Needlefsto Them, wfe- could at once perufe,
Jn their unbounded Knowledge all was known;
Who had with Time their Race begun,

And (tiUliv'd onasif they'd Time it ftlj furvivt.
Nature bellow'd her youthful Store/o well.
That nore could want, and therefore none excell.

And fo impartially adorn'd the Mind,

That equal Knowledge did injerm Mankind.

Thus when our Fathers (toucht with Guilt)
That huge flupendious Stalr-cafe built,
We mockindeed thefruitlefs Enterprhj,
Succeflefs Adions never pafs for Wife:
But was the Dreadful rile in being, twould (how
Towhat degree that untaught Age did know
Who Nature's Poize unequally divide.
And turn'd tht Globe into a Piramidc,
mile Heavenftem'i nore to apprehend it,than deride.

Strange uncouth DU'.ekts from Heaven fucceed.
And Vnivtrfal Clouds oj jargon fpread:
Confufions here in horrid Squadrons “oyn ;
And here King Ignorance began ha Reign i
Old Kno\vledgc hither bore Imperial Sway,
But found tlirange,a fenfible Decay :
Andtho' the Old Monarch feemd to kjf?
The Tvrant Ignorance manag'd as his own.
Two Thoufandyears rijaifurper had prevail'd,
And einhis Darting Sloth the Crown entaxCd-,
While the old drooping Monarch faw hs Fate,
rut wanted Power to favt hh ruin'd State.

Two Sons be had. Youths of Angelic Birch,
That promis'dfair, to reinjorm the Earth®
Wiidom, and Uaiuing, Twins of bloomitii Hope,
Thatfinkhis hear,and dHhis Comjo”tsprop.

Of all his Hunrrana Prgt y, theft al-.e

Ktmain tht Hopt< -jhu luront,

The rc!l cppajing his apprtai'l ing Fate,

.Unk in the Ruins oftbeir fa'her's Stare.

Rue thefe the Darlings ofthe Parents Age,

He timely ufeuedfrom tht Tyrant's Rage i

Tome,

For theft beear'd ¢, for thefe to Heaven be pray'd.
To Latium one, and one fp Greece convey'd,
lafpir'd by InjlinCl, with a mutual Rage,
Eternal Wars with Ignorance they wage

From Athens one, and ore from Rome, infirire
The ghdfomt Worldwith their own Genial Fire j
So Form did Chioi,light, the Dark

s Athens Rome, and Rome the World excell:
pH Ufurping Troops, by their own Guilt fubdu'd,
Fled from th' approaching dawn, while none purfu'd.
The enlighten'd world new Altars gladly raift.
Andform new Triumphs to the Vinof's Fraifi.
Wifdom, and Learning, aged with Renown,
Enjoy untnvy'd an Eternal Crown

Their Empire to tht World’s Extremes extend.
And Viceroys to remoter Kingdoms fend.
Theirfaithful Agents through tht world dilperfe.
And thefe wefing in our Immortal Vtrft 1,

Thefe now we fing, and willing Trophies raift.

To their MI~alut, and their Maftcr'sPraife.

D. F.

To the Athenian Society.

jHtn the Myftcriovis Nothing firjl was burld
Into a Chaos, thence into a World,

By that great Fiat, (greater much by far -V
Than theflrnit Bounds of ancient Maxims were, n
Whichfaid, From Nothing Nothing can appear.) J

Methinks in that great iVorki that mighty Change,

| faw tht Immaterial Beings range.

And crowd towards the Sight, as Mortals gatf

Atfame unknown prodigious Comets blatje j

But when they faw tht fwtit, tht lovely Pace,

And curious Harmony the Wondergrace, n

Their Admiration lofiitfelfinFraife. J,
Thus meaner We, wbofe low and hunble Birth

Derives its Half at leafl from Native Earth,

Whenfirjl the Pprtadiug Fame, the Rumour run.

That Athens had another World begun.

And clear'd thtgloomyjhades of Ignorance,

Andform'dnewfparkli®i Orbs-----------

This foon employ'd each Tongue ; all Ears and Eyes

Were full of Athens, and the Enttrprie.

But when the fearthing Age began tofind  ~

Ti)tgreater Aim, the Good that was dtfign'd, t

Chang'd into AH, and cultivate Mankind-, J

The deep Amazement pad'd, and in its room

Defirv'd Encomium's crowd, and bring tbeir Clings hone.

D, T.

To the Athenian Society.

SOON as our fetter'd Souls from Time arefree,
AU things in Heaven, juft as they art w tftt:
No darkCanjeHwc, no obfeurt Suppofc

Confounds the knowledge of racb hidden Cauft
But'eafie Nature's beauthus Form appears

Difrob'd of the thick Veil,wbicb here (he -wiars,

Tht Chain of Caufes, and their Order[hint,

And clearly (hew, they'refram'd by Hands Divine.
Te Great Unknown, ibw You have aim'd at Now:
And tho' coy Nature flits ourfurching View,

Whillt clouded Rtafon's coop’d within this Cage,
Tttyou have tbttsfar blifs'd this happy Age »
Whate'tr tht fearching Study of tbf Wife

In things divine, and natural yet have*found,
Whate'er from your own O firvations rife,

From your fublime Retreat you fcatttr all around.
nr Many, whadead in Ignorance lay.

Now Speak, and Think, riviv'd by ytur bright Day.
Before, they had a mttr Promethean Frame,

TiUyou inform'd their Souls with the Cceleftial Flame.
Go gn ---------- Learning, and folidTruth advance.
NobleSubjcftsjflr/Mcb Noble Fens:

Let your Oppofers Tri/wg Jells purfue.
They write for Mihutes, butfor Ages Y ou.

CljacUO0 EicfiatHfon,

THE
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A M (enfible, that the more Judicious,
sndi Learned may, with a greatdeal
ofReafon, condemn me, as guilty
of an unpardonable RajhnelSj in at-
tempting a Province, 16 extreamly

ove my Abilities, as the writing
the Hillory of a Society, whofe Learning and
Wit have juftly made fo confiderable a fi-
gure in the World ; yet | muft, with Vani-
ty enough, own, that the Nohlenefi of the
Undertaking has born me up fo far above any
Apprehenfions, that ( like a SouUitr, who
refblveson fome brave A<Slion) | call off all
thoughts of thole obftades,which might frigh-
ten a cooler Confiderer. And fince’'tisconfefs'd,
that to aim at |*ohle Ends is enough to merit
Applaufe, | had rather undergo the Severity
of the Criticks (who, I have reafbn to think,
will not be fo favourable, as to foigive the
Faults of the Performance for the Greatnefs
of theDefign) than lole the Glory of having
firft offer'd at it. | will agree with them,
that it is to be wifh'd, that the GreatSPRAT
would oblige the Age with a Second-Befi Hu
ftory of the Second-Befi Infiitution, for the pro-
motion of Learning, and removing that Epu
demic lIgnorance, which exercifes 16incredi-
ble a Tyranny over the more numerous part
of Mankind : From fuch a Pen the World
mightexped Satisfadion, and the
NOCtetP Jttfice; the Charms of his Stile
would engage all to read, and his Wit and
variety of Learning give them proportiona-
ble 1"ds of thole Excellencies, he would
commend to them : And indeed, none but
He (whole Thoughts are fo true and fine,
and whofe Language Cofully, and clearly ex-
pteffes his Conceptions) or a whole SOCIETY
learned as themfelves, can be thought capa-
ble of acquitting fb iHufirious a with
that Strength, and PerfeBion it delerves.

This Confideration would not a little diF
courage me, if I had not This to obviate the
Difficulties it brings ; That gieat part
of this Book fhall be drawn from the incom-
parable Works of this SOCIETY, who are,
indeed, their own Hiltorians, and moft
worthy to be fo ; for, their whole defign is
not only to improve KNOWLEDGE in
DIVINITY, and PHILOSOPHY in all
their parts, as well as Philology in all its Lati-
tude, but alio to commend this Improvement

T HE

to the Publickj in the bell method, that can
be found out for InfiruBion ;: which is or
ought to be the End of every Writer, unlefs
he aim rather at Amufement, than Informa-
tion.

I f the IVorld would be fo favourable, as to
admit of what 1 have laid for an Excuje, |
hope the Gentlemen that compole this SO-
CIETY, will pardon my Boldnefs in prefu-
ming to give an account of their Underta-
king, who am not at all concerned in it,
and have not the Happinels of being ac-
guainted with one Member of it, lince what |
mall here advance proceeds from an efteem
of their Defign, and the great Value | let
upon their Performances, which are lufficienc
to convince thofe (among which number |
my lelf was at firft) who were ftartled with
theleeming Impoffibility of the ProjeB,thit
notwithftanding it was fo difficult, yet they
have fully come up to what they firft pre-
tended to.

The Defign as well as Performance, feems 16
extraordinary', that when | refie<ftonic, |
often admire, that the general, nay, univer-
fal Advantage it brings, Ihould never have
inlpir'd any one to have thought ofit before
now ; till I confider, chat the Good of Man-
kind was not the aim of the Grecian PhWoCo-
phers, 16 much as their own Perlonal Glory,
and Pride, which they built on their own
Knowing more than the reft of the World,
who had not the Leifure and Abilities to
fpend their whole Life in Difquificions,or Di-
fputable Notions; and to maintain this, 'ewas
neceffaryfor them not to communicate Lear-
ning to any but their immediate Hearers,
who by word of Mouth were to deliver ic
to their Succeffors in the Schools. This
made all their DoBrins confin’d to their Gym-
nafia, their Porches, and Gardens.

Some of them were 16 fearful of having
their Sentiments known, that they wrap*d
all their Notions up in Myfteries, as hard to
be underftood by any, but their own Scho-
lars, asthofe ChymicalTra(fts,we have now,
which treat of the great Hermetick Work:
This was the caufeof the different Reprefen-
tations of the Philofbphy of Pythagoras in par-
ticular; and 1 think’tis not doubted by the
Learned, but that moft (if noLall) of thole
Ablurdicies, which are attributed to him,

B pro*
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thEvutau

thor propofcs his Difficulties, and fblves them
himfdf. but with an M number of vul-
gar Errors grounding all h.s Anfwers on H
M tyr.t,e,,SM D~

ted Syftems of Philo ophy which were com-
f~ dCasl faid beforeMt ofthe mifunderftood

P art L

ded, any one fliould reap much Knowledge

Ambition of excelling all Mankind in Know-
ledge, as well as Power when he was in-

() So calledbe- itffiy
caufctewonlyand -i™ . r- Noamattek
thofeScieft, were Books, lent him a ("3Letter
INfPfrand I,, which

Many Icanicd Authors agree, that thefe Books were his Tk>-

/cirand
) 1 not Ignorant that fome conclude that thefe Let-

tersarc fpunems, yet others are ofa contrary opinion, and
~ve atWthefeveral Abfurditics in ﬂt;rye Acmamatick

be?ng/\oof“ P

AAESANAPO2 API- Alexander Aiiftotlc.
STOTEAEI,
n- ivarr i r

N OeK op™r 3/-OU iave net done
c«Avt T« weU tojM fh your
Tm~tn Aaoimuick Booh,for

V«5 N «Wpl/  now Iwouldfeign htow

H et ,n wbatwefiialU exceU
ATAr«« ™MTMAN - therefi ofAien, if that
J mmi”™ Qp,Mi. Learning m which you
N [ S O haveeducatedm hemade

St~ Ifrofeflhadrather
exced m

To this Letter oi Alexander, Ar*otU re-

tWUHS this Anfwer.

apistoteahs a- ayjlfotle to Alexander,

AESANAPQ]j eirrg”™:

tr M.
Health.
: cv'nrr : t
Bt Aot YO Vwrit to meahout
' my Acroamatick
QWS AHV Book, “which you judge

A*7><<r di

‘DJlglmt -

) “ Secret,
and not divulged; Bor

|a r,
% ,« your fatiefabiion therefore
bi-~fdZS fnZ'y

hfied aud yet they are
derdood fru'f i"'ycanbeun.
ver tbhem N h e a r d me deli-
P~fed after tSs "T
£ Ir the Author fri, y

felirvet lowefand , * n

Tknndclm Cns'A™AR 7%ij.0 AN
man ofSencefliall Infliort, ifany
hence fliall happen to tee that Book,

Soclety* :

they will find that it hpar« ¢~
atfieniattfecu V Sr”r

on and Anfwer,the Authors Method
the Gentlemen ofthis Society, are fo tW

pretending to be, and it was made choice 0?

as the only way of fatisfying every ones c«-
derftand that any thing like ?his w”rever ad’

E«gla«d has the Glory of giving Rife to
two of the nobleft DellgL, that the Wh of

inventing, and they ‘are
the Royal Society™ for the experlmental im>
provement of Natural Knnu7lpfl«r» a u

S A

« T u Will, I queftion
not, be imitated, as well as the firft. bv other

Nations
tu* i ) ) )
"16 into a Confidcration of the

Mvmtages,tbis Undertaking has afforded the
World; which are for»™»”, and (o evident,
that | may leem to the Judicious to lofe time
in endeavouring to demonftrate, what everv
man of Sence muft acknowledge + Yet to

hlence the Enemies ofReafon as well as'of

) | ftall inftance i®
few particulars, as firft, the promotion of

Printing ; for, as that Art contributed ex-
treamly to the fpreading and progrefs of
Learning, fo has this Projea made grateful
Returns already, to the encouragement at

lead of the Matters of that yirr, witnefs the
Controverfie with the Anabattifs, the Qua-

hr,, and with Mr.”~rasr, on the Subieitt of

great aLatitude, by the Praettices o ffome yet
» With no Reafon in the World abfolutely

condemn’d by him; as this Learned Societj

Judgment: W hasthe Me°EnLa”™?
an Anfwer, by fome namelefs Scribler m ~d

all to think otherwife, he having not
anfwered any Proof the Society brought fnor

"/ funderftood greatpart
A canting, inconfiftent,

... "aliens to the end ofhis «,>*« Vin-
dication. I fliall fay no more of this Con-

troverfie now, becaufe it isnot yet finifhed
and the other| fliall have occafion of fpeaking’

of in the Second Part of this Difeourfe
But the Bookfellers and Printers are not

the only Gainers in this Affair, that Branch

*e Pott (| mean both
the General and Penny-Pott) being not in-

confiderably improved by it, they having in
the firtt year received fome Tlmutandf of
Letters: So that it (cems to me the Intereft

Endeavours

" _ AUgt "t encreafing Ad-
Nantage to Their Majeffies Intereft, But I

) ¥ >aft Part;
and here fhall feave the Benefit, that arifes
from the Athenian Mercury, to the Purfes of

both
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both the Publickj and Private, to confider a
little of that which the Mind, the nobler
part of Mankind, will reap from it, that be-
ing its chief aim, and defign, the others but
accidental.

What an improvement this will be to
Learning, Iprefume, none, that will give
themfelves leifure to reflect, can be infenfible
of y for a diffufing Knowledge, among all
that Heaven has made capable, muft certain-
ly be the occafion of more Dilcoveries, in
Truth, and Nature, becaufe the number of
the Learned will be encreafed j.of the Lear-
ned, | fay ; for, | cannot fee any reafonwhy
Languages ftould be thought fo necelTary an
Ingredient for the compofing a Scholar, if it
were not for the opening the Secrets that are
locked up in them; which Prifon this Nohle
Societies Undertaking will in time free *em
from ; for, indeed 'tis very hard, that thofe
whole Pockets could not arrive to better Edu-
cation, and yet are bleft with abler Brains
than many who (pend their time in Books,
fhould be hindered from thofeadvantagesthey
could fo well make ufe of. The French have
remov'd in fome mealure this Obftacle, and
made all Authors familiar to every one, that
can but read and underftand their own Mo-
ther-tongue, by tranflating all Books of any
value into their own Language. 'Tis true,
we have imitated them a little in that way,
but under a different Capacity j for here
there are a fort of little Ignorant Foreigners,
who underftand neither our Tongue,nor that
from whence they tranllate, employed by the
Bookfellers on thisdifficult Task, becaulethey
murder a noble Author cheaper, than a Man
of Parts willdo himjuflice, and like a Spa-
niard will live upon a Clove of Garlick, and
work hard for what will but fuffice to buy
‘em a great Coat to keep 'em from the Cold:
This is the caufe, we have few' good Tran-
flations. Whereas the French are more ac-
curate, becaufe they who give themfelves
to Undertakings ofthat kindamong them,are
fuch whole Bufinefs is Learning, and who are
otherways provided for, than to depend on
the Generofity of aBookfeller for theirBread.
And whilft a bufinefs of that conlequence is
carried on by fuch Hands, we have no realbn
to expert any greater Performances.

But had we the good Fortune to have all
the Artsand Sciences.and alhhe fine thoughts
of all thofe great men that have writ, they
would be fb voluminous that many a man of
Sence would labour under, as great a difficul-
*ty, as before, both for time to perule and
Money te purchafe them : But this difficulty
is quite removed, by the Sltbcmait-~OCie*

for One hour in a week is all the time,
that is required to perule them, and Two
pence weekly liiffioient to purchafe thole Pa-
pers, in which, every one may find the Mar-
row of wliat great Authors have writ on any
curious SubjeA, with the improvement of
many ingenious, and learned men upon it.
Nor isthe Reader confined to that filly Ma-
giftciiai Argument of fome of the old Arifo-

Partl.

uliansy an ipfe dixit, but is only defired to
yield to the force of Reafon it felf, and what
Authorities are brought, will eafily be feen to
be liiperniimerary Proofs, unlefs about Mat-
ter ot Fa”y and the veiity of any Paffage in
Hiltory, as that o™ofephus about our Saviour
JeflISS which can be decided by no-
thing but the Teftimony of all Ages up to
the time when luch Book was writ; which
IS a much more natural, and rational way to
come to the Truth, than by the conje<aural
Arguments of Ibme opinionated men of this
prefent Age, who would needs preferr a
meer Ghels to a Cloud of Witneiles, a me-
thod quite contrary to all the Jufticc and
Proceedings in the World.

I f the Reader will confider what | have
faid, 1 am confident he can't but in JuUice
acquit me of Flattery™® when | Ihall lay, that
all the Endeavour of the great men of allNa-
tions, and Ages, from the beginning of Lear-
ning to this time, have not contributed to the
encreafe of Knowledge, Ib much as thisInfti-
CLitionof the SiOCietp. What
the Ancients did, | have already, in a few
words dilcuffed,and tho’ | will not deny, that
the Advance that has been made,fince the Re-
ftauracion of Learning,is veiy extraordinary,
yet it muft be granted that it falls fiiort of
this. 'Tis true, it was great to caft offAu-
thorities, and to have Recourfe alone to Rea-
Ibn,and Experiment, the only lure Foundati-
on ofall Learning, without which we Ipend
out our Years in painful Study, to fill ouc
Heads with falle, and empty Notions, foreign
enough from which is the aim of all
Study j for, without a pretty good affuranee
of that, the Mind can never be fatisfied.
But though the Treafure of en-
creafed Ib yaftly, yet the Poffeffors of this
Treafere did not grow much more nume-
rous than ofold; lo that the Benefitofit rea-
ched only to fuch, as could go to the expence
of Studying at the chargeable places called
Unwvtrfines, (feWelle being the better for this
new Revolution in the Empire of Wifdom )
moft of the reft of Mankind were an igno-
rant Generation, that bore the Form, the
Shape, the Image of Men, and had the ufe of
theirTongue to make known their Thoughts,
but it was only to difeover, how very little
difference there was betwixt them and their
younger Brothers the Brutes, The Learned
dealt with Mankind, till now, as lome bigot-
ted Clergymen do, in giving the greateft
part to JJNCIJANCC here, as they do to the
O CUII hereafter. | confeft thofe few, and
imperfe<ft Tranfiations we have, did a little
refine the Converlacionofagreat many, who
had not the good Fortuneto be skill'd inLan-
guages, but thofe Books are fas | have hin-
ted before) too large, too difficult, and too dedr
forfeveral, that are as willing, and as fit to
leam, though they have notlo good a Purfe
to fpare, eithertheir Money,or theirTime on
them, from their neceflary Occafions of get-
ting their Livelihood. But the Society have
opened an eafierway, andfet Learning in Ib

fair
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fair alight"thac won,wich icsBeauty”every one
molt with eagernefs embrace it, in a form fo
agreeable to ail Capacities; and thoie™ who
are (6 near a Kin to their Bodies® as not to
care for the Embelliniments of the Mind,
will have a clearer Mark fet upon them, of
fordid Ignorance.

If thefe, and many more are the Advan-
tages, that will accrew to the Public from
this Undertaking, | believe the Learned
will receive no left, I mean thofo who are
not jo full of tbemjehes, that they cannot
with Patience perufo the Works of any one
clfe * for, all the knotty points of Philofo-
phy. Divinity, Mathematics, &c. which
have emplo/d the curious part of the World
thus long, are form’d into Queries by the
Inquifitive,and anfwered with an abundance
of Reafon, by the Society, who are not only
men of Parts, but alfo Weft with a Temper
that is Indu(irious to the bigheft degree, and by
05nlcquence muft give a general Sacisfadion
in their Performances, to the beft of Judges
in every Science.

But here methinks | foe forae plodding,
grave. Gentleman, that has been at the Ex-
pence of many a Uborioat Year, to gain the
Maftery of Latin, Greek, and Hebrew, with a
fopercilious frown, condemning this 0OCtC*
tv, not for falling lhort of their firft Pre-
tence, but becaufo they keep up too clofe to
it. For, fays he, at Honour wiU be due to
IAomed men, that have J>entfo many yean in
the fiudy ofLanguages, and the Criticifms <f
them, if the Kernel of that they are fo long
a cracking, begiven to every tllltetftte Fellow,
that underfunds not wbat's Latinfor the Book he
reads. This defireofHonour, and Veneration,
and to be efteemed fomething more than
Men, has been the caufe of the finall Pro-
grefs of Learning in former Ages, as | have
already Ihewn, and therefore ought to be
caft away with the other Fopperies of thofe
times, which obftruded the Growth of
Knowledge j and the Gentlemen of this Kid-
ney may fatisfie themfoivcs, that the number
of llliterate Fellows will be much lefs, and yet
the Skill in the Languages be in as much
efteem, as it deforves™as long, as the ftudy
of ancient Authors, efpecially the Poets
(which can never be delivered in any other
Language with that Force, and Beauty they
have in their own) Ihall be valued by the
Ingenious; Criticifms will ftill be pleafing,
though a thoufand times repeated, and to be
a Critic, 'twill be neceftary to underftand the
original ofthofoBooks,that teach them to be fo:
Etymologies of Words, and Terms of Art will
require fome Skill in Languages, &c. Nay,
this Athenian VrojeH will rather contribute to
that 5 for™ the nature of many men (efpe-
cially tofo that arc very curious) is, to de-

J L Author itfelf,from whence fuch
admiiablc things are drawn, which will ob-

N ftudy l.anguages, to be able to
underftand them. So that that Ibrt of Lear-
ning isin no fear ofbeing loft, lince now, it

the ;lal)atan”ocictp. .

maybe, fome Hundreds may be excited to
It, which otherwife had never thought
on it.

But | cannot imagine, why a man may
not be Mafter of as much Sence, though he
underftand never a word of Latin, as if he
were perfea in the darkeft places of Perfus-,
nor if his can be thus improv’d, can he
come”™under the Contempt of llliterate ? But
to fatisfie thefo Sparks, that are for the keep-
ing the World in Ignorance, let them not
be fo uneafie, for, | dare engage, there will
ftill be Fools, and Blockheads enough for
them, that will not make ufo of this Advan-
tage.

Some of the Koman Pedants found the
fame fault with Cicero's Defign in tranfiating
the Philofophy ofthcGrecians into Latin, for
fear it fhould make Learning, or at leaft its
ProfelTors, too cheap. But, as that did not
deterr him from profocuting his Underca-
king, fo this cannot be fiippofod to weigh at
all with the prefont ~tfieiuan S)acietp,
who have undertaken a Province of more

general Good, and carried it on with no left
Force, and Wit.

Here | muft not forget that Great, and
Univerfal Good this Defign affords to any
Troubles of Mind, in removing (to ufo the
words of the firft Mercury) thofe Difficulties,
and DiJfatUfaSlions, thatfharne, orfear of afyea-
ring ridiculous by asking d}uefions, may euuje
feveral perfins to labour under, who now have
opportunities o fbeingXtMXVatt® lit anpflue*
UtQtt without knowing their Informer ~ and (1
may add, without being known themfolves*
And thatthefo People might be wholly fatis-
fied, the fame Mercury fays farther, thus----- -
And if at any time, the *"tfIDEC js not/oJatufa-
~ory as they could wift, let them, as directed by
the atJUCrtIfEttICnt, mention in what particu-
lar, and they jhali have a fuller fatisfaSiion in the
next Paper.

To enlarge upon this would be fuperfluous,
fince every man,that is affeded with any fuch
Trouble will find, how much Eafe, Advice
will afford him, efpecially when he can have
it without difcoveringhimfolfto be grieved.
It muft flop many a defperate Hand, which
unnaturally elfo might attempt upon the
Breaft, fooliftily imagining, that an end of
this Life would put a Period to their Sor-
rows, when it only adds an infinite Encreafo
to them. Methinks there is fomething di-
vinely myfterious in this, that | can confult
fo many able Heads, on my private Diftra-
aions, and yet that they fhould ftill remain
a Secret. Nay, they who propofo thefo Que-
ffions are not the only that receive the Be-
nefit of the Anfwer, fince that may forve for
many at the fame time, under the fame Exi-
gencies,and even [Mofterity that has not yet a
Being, will be indebted to it when in the
like Cafes, which will happen again. With
good reafon therefore has the Defignerofth©
Emblem ofthat Society placed an Angel dire-
&ing fuch unfortunate Defperado’s to apply

C them-
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themfelves to them ; for if any thing under
a Divinity can avert their Mifery, it muft be
the force of their Reafons.

Having thus given a rough Draught of
fome of thoft Benefits which this Underca*
I<ing has, and will produce to Mankind, ’tis
fit that the World know its Benefa<”tor ; and
indeed Juftice r*uires, that he who firll de-
fign'd, and propos'd it, ihould have chatRepu-
tation,that isdue to him, and have his Name
known to Pofterity, who will not have alit-
tle /hare in the Obligation. He therefore
who form'd the firft Idea of this great, this
noble Project!, was Mr. C)UntOlt the Book-
feller, forwhom all the Mercuries are printed,;
the Tenth of 1691, he firft brought the
Embrio into form, and, as | am informed,
there were two occafions which gave Life to
it,the firft upon reading that of thtA”is 17.21.
Fcr all the andStrangersthat dwelt
there gave themjehes to nothing elfe™ but to tell®
or hear fome News [ 0~tStlja' UEU) tljUulgS/.]
1 This has relation to the foregoing Ver-
feSj as | (hall obferve when 1 come to fpeak
ofthe Rea/bnswhy they call themfelves Athe-
mans. His frequent reflexion on this Text
concurring,intimc,withfome great Injury he
had received, gave Birth to this happy thought.
For, being (oUicitous how he ftiould be in-
ftru(fted in chat Evangelical Leflbn of forgi-
ving Injuries, as it were by fome Divine In-
ftintft this Method came into his Head, by
which both himfelf and others might be /a-
tisfied in that, and any other Doubt, without
being troublefome to thole, who would per-
haps be not very well plealed with re/blving
Qiia:ries, and Doubts, unle/s they law Ibme
Advantage, befide the Good of the Qua:-
rift.

The Thought (cems to be accidental (as we
are apt to think all things for which we can
give no pofitive Realbn) like the Birth of
a great many other great things; for, all the
greateft Events have had Ri/e from fomc
Accident, without a premeditated ' Defign.
Were | a Pythagorean”™ | Ihould imagine that
it was a reminilcence of Ibmething like what
had happened fome Thou/ands of years ago
in fome far Country or other, which he had
obferved in the tranfmigration of his Soul
through all partsofthe World; and that, as
Ibme things, or words we ob/erve, when we
fee, or hear any remarkable thing, will bring
the whole to ones Memory, fo che/e concur-
ring Circuniftances h.id the fame effetft upon
him ; but fince we cannot find, that there
ever has been any (uch Defign fet a foot in
any Nation, or Age, | muft quit my Pytbago-
ric Fancy, to come to a nearer Ghefs.

I have obferved in Hiftory, that thereare
certain ™ Critical Minutes, in
tjme when ftranee, and unfore-

thmgscome to pals, and
that a Dream,a random Word,
an unforefeen A<“tion has begot mighty, and
Imprizing Revolutions, as well as great, and
noble Arts. Thus Mctyttam/ft who was af-

¢ Acddit in
(p.IMHrinawio.
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terward Emperour of Confiantinopkj travelling
near Philipolts, finding a man dead out of a
Piety of thofe days, alighted from his Horfe
to bury him, which whilft he was doing,
fome of that City coming by, took him for
the Murderer, and being brought to the Scaf-
fold, by this ftrange Accident, was delivered
by the Confeflion of him, chat was really
guilty ; and this gave Rife to his low Cbndi-
tion. A more public Turn was chat Philipps-
cus, who telling his Friend Tsberius (who' by
his means had gain’d the Empire of Confan-
tinople) that he dreamed an Eagle alighted .ir
his Head, wis bani/hed immediately into a
barren Ifland, and from thence to the City
Cherfonaj where living in great Contenr,wich-
out any folHcirousThoughts about his Ba-.
ni/liment, (/b far he was from thinking of
Empire) but Jufimians coming againft him
to take his Life, made him aftlime a fiidden
Refolucion of taking the Name of Emperour;
and the fuccefiful Event (hewed it was more
than an Accident, that put that Thought in-
to hisHead. To mention all the Revoluti-
ons in Hiftory, which were begun by (iich
Accidents, would fwell to a Volume, chough
very little to my purpofe. What was the
original of the Noble Order of the Garter,
but, the accidental falling of the Countels of
Saluburys Garter, from her Legg, in the
King’'s prelence ? There is nothing fo di-
vine as Mufic, (for, as Cowly fays.

All that we know of the Bk(l abovcj
Is, that they ftit05 and that they love.)

yet this was firft thought on by the acciden-
tal Obfervatioii of the different Sounds a
Hammer made upon, an Anvil. Gunpow-
der, fo wonderful in its eftebt, and power,
and now of fb univerfal ufe in Martial Af-
fairs, was found out by an Accident, which
iIs fb well known, that | need not mention it*
The Artof Memory owes its Birth to a fatal
Accident; and it was neceftary that the
Banquetting-houfe Ihould fall down,
and kill all the Guefts, that Simonides from
thence might obferve the Order, and Method
of the Art of Memory. So it was neceftary
that Mr. £)UntOIt (hould have received an
Injury, that the World might be obliged with
a Deftgn ofasgreat a value. All the ftudy
of that great Maftcr in the Mathematics Ar-
chimedes, could not refblve that Curiofity
which Hiero King of Syracufa propofed to
him : Nor could he imagine how to find
how much Gold, the Goldfmich had ftole®
without deftroying the Work, to know by
ocular demonftration, till going by chance
into a full Bath, the Water ran over the brim
as his Body entered, this Accident breughe
the Solution into his Head, full of which, he
ran from thence, naked as he was, to put his
Thought into execution, crying out aloud all
the way that he went, * | have L
. - o “Ei-f.-].,'E»-
it, | have it. e

To
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To omit the Mariner's Compafs, and a
great many ocher noble Inventions, thedilco-
very of the new World it felf was at firft but
a random Thought of Columbus, from the
obiervation of the letting Sun, with a quidfi.
M r. Dunton hasdone more than Columbus, for
he has not only found out a way to difcover
new Worlds, (for the Induftry, and paft-Per-
formances of the Sltljettiail pro-
mile not a few new Dilcoveries in Nature)
but alio how to People the thinly-inhabited
Kingdoms of Philolophy, with a more nu-
merous Generation. | have heard Ibme of
the Wou'd-be-Wits objed againft this Defign,
meerly becaufe invented by a Bookseller »
but that islo foolilh a Flaw to find in it, that
it dilcovered their Ignorance, as well, as Par-
tiality ; for firft, leveral noble Inventions have
had more unlikely Authors; to inftance on-
ly in that of Printing, defigned by a Soldier,
(though a certain Writer has dubbM him a
Knight from a Trooper, ( Eques being an
equivocal word) than one that deals in
Wit and Learning, and may well be luppo-
fed to converle with many of thole Authors
he fells. And next, the Learned know,
that Scaliger was a Bookfeller, and Stepba-
nusa Printer.

Having thus let the World know to whom
it is obliged for this Advantageous Project,
'tis bucjuftice that it give him that Encou-
ragement, the ulefulnels of his Defign de-
lerves, and not buoy up the Ungenerous,
and Unjuft Attempts of any Interlopers,who
wanting Wit to invent any thing of equal
worth, meanly Ulurp upon the Right ofano-
ther, and aim to live upon that Crop which
was manured by his Induftry, and Charge.
Every confidering man, muft needs think,
that it coft him not a little to eftablifii it.
and bring it tothe knowledge ofiho World,
and therefore he ought, in Realbn, to reap
the Profitofit. If the little Inventor of any
Imall Mechanic Inftrumefit, for the public
ufe, have Ib far a Propriety in it, as to de-
ferve that Royal Security,a Patent, that none
Ihall enjoy the Advantage of his Induftry
for above Fourteen years, till his Labour be
in lbme meafure rewarded: With much
higher realbn ought the Inventor, or Defign-
erofthisN o bl ewh ic h contributes,
as | have made appear, to all manner of
Knowledge, and the general Benefit of all
Mankind, fince none are fo Great, or Ib In-
ferior, but may make ufe of his Dilcovery.
Twould be ingrateful therefore, as well as
unjuft, in every one, not to defend him in
~.e poffeffion ofthat, which in Equity is his
Uue, by difcountenancing thole who would
invade his proper Right. Bur | fliall lay
more of the Interlopers in the laft part of
this Difeourfe.

through the Novelty, and
y lefulnels of the Defign ofthe Athenian Pro-
jedf, and given an account who invented it, 1
and by what Accident ic was firft thought
of, not omitting the Charge the Undertaker
has been at to bring it to that eftablilhment

the 381])6131 Sorlctp

It~ now in: | hope it will not be efteemed
a Digreffion, if | add a word or two in con-
hderacion, of the Difficulties, which might
jultly have fnghmed the Authors from com-
plying with the Importunity of the Bookfel-
: performance ; for, 'tisevident from
their Works, that they forelaw 'em.

They muft be men of more chan ordinary
Relolucion, as well as Learning, astheirPer-
formances ffiew, clle the great Pains that is
required to go through this Undertaking,
would have hindered them from entering
into this Society, which, as themlelves well
oblerve, feems calculated for Objecltons j for, ic
isno eafie matter to give a good Anlwer to
the curious Enquiries into Nature, experi-
mental Knowledge, and nice Reafon being
the only Guides, as well as the only Satisfa-
ction in thofe Affairs. Divinity brings far
greater Difficulties with it, fince in Contro-
verfial Points (and there is no point of Thee-
logy, but what has been controverted) va-
riety of Opinions are endlels, and Difputes
may be drawn out into Volumes j yet this
could not dalli their Relblutions of contribu-
ting to the Publick Sacisfadlion, what Realbn,
and the higheft Probabilities afforded, and a
reafonable man can defire no more, fmee they
have often affured the World, that they pre-
tend not to an Infallibility, and ffiall be wil-
ling to acknowledg their Errors and, pub-
lilh any Sentiment, that any of the Ingeni-
ous, ftall fend to them upon any Subjeeft
IX)th in Natural Experiments, and Reafons
in oppofition to their own. Nothing can be
more candid and ingenuous, than their Let-
ter to Mr. Travefiy, part of which | muft
tranferibe, to Ihew the Reader that | {peak not
at random j 'tis thus-

Mr. Travefty,
Fat any time our Anjvsers are notfo fatisfaBo-
ry as we could Witjh, ifyou -will, as direcied
by our Advertifement, mention in what Particu-
lor, you jhall have a fuller SatisfaHion in our
next Mercury. |If this wont/uffice, we farther
aljHreyou, whatever Queftions you diflike, [ball
he all anfwered anew by us (Common Equity
to our (Juarrifts obliging us to it) and in new
Anfwers to thefaid “tejliotts, our Reader Jhall
meet with all the ObjeSlions you fend us, thebeft
ofyour Thoughts, and our own Improve-
ments thereon.

For a farther Proof of this, let them that
think this not enough, confult the Preface to
the Second Volume. This Promile they have
comply’d with as often as any Objedor has
thought fit to give them his Reafons for what
he laid.

But the Pains, and Induftry that were re-
guired to return good Anlwer to every Per-
lons (Juxry, Was not the only Difficulties,
fince when they had done that to the belt
Standard, and beyond the Exceptions of the
Learned, they could not expcfft (as indeed

they
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they expreft in their ihcond Mercery) to
~Uaft every Bsiy, that being an impofiSble
Task : And, ’cis plain from their Introdufti-
on to their firft Mercury, that they did not
think they flimild appear in Print, and that
in Ib nice a i™fign without Oppolers. For,
as the incomparable Cao'ivly lays, in his

ric, on the Royal Society,

IVhotvtr Would depofed Yruth advance
Into the Throne ufwpd " it.

Mujtfeel atfirjitbe U, « if:?nttCO3
.nnd the fharp points of CU'UtOup

Thba. they tolaw., k 'i-vy have met
with in abun™ mce, both m"rn tbcir ; ire
Qu*iifts, and public Enemies; thou in-
deed molt of ch ~Efforts that have appeared
in Printjhavelhewn mure Gall, than brains,
and taken a great deal of pains to convince
the World how little they were guilty of

For this Reafon they may almoft
forgive their avowed Oppoler-, rwcaufe they
puniih themlelves in the very ad of Injury
againft them, by the lols of their Reputation
both as to b«»«,and Morals, chough that they
perhaps value not very mucht But thereare
a fore ofvery civil, dear, careffing Animals,
chatwith the air ofa Friend are moretrouble-
fonie than the moll able Adverlary. 1 am
afraid (fays one) ljhall hea direSI me
how toavoid that Fate of the common Rroverh,
poetjs are poo? b? Dettlnp* Nay, fomc
of the Qusrilts are fo full of their own dear
felveSjthat they are reftlefi, till they fee their
impertinent Niceties fatisfied in Print, and
think the World is obliged to give way to
be entertained with their Follies. As tor
example; one witty Gentleman, who had a
mind to make Love in Mood and Form”defires
to know in the next for (adds he
mofHurprizing,and wittily) Lovers are impa-
tient™ how he may attain to an effeSlualform of
Courtfjip.......... — Another (omething angry
with the haughty port of Indignation, tells
Them, “ fpe (even he) foaittg toknow why
thoje Quefiions hefent aboutfix weeks fiace, are
not yet anfwered. He adds very gravely, |
think my Quefiions dejerve a Thought as well
any Bodse?elle, There is nothing certainly
more uneafie to a man ofSence, than to be
peftered witha Fool; nor fora man ofPiety,
than to be obliged to hear Blafphemy,
Athcifm, and other Prophanenels, but this
Society being compofed both of men of Sence
and Piety, (chough | am fenfible fome ofthe
Town IFits, and Beaux™ will think the Ilaft
but a canring Commendation) have had
abundant caule to exercife their Patience.
Horace liad never half the Fatigue with the
Poetaftcr, as they muft have had, with both
Male, and Female Impertinencies. One
would know, whether any two gaen have the
fame number of Hairs; another is troubled
with a Iqueamifh Confeienefi, and would
know if it be lawful Co eat black Puddings;
a tliird, a great Enquirer into Mylteries, and
| believe very fludious of Cornelius ~grippdi
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occult Philofophy, would know what the
King ofFrance”™ is doing at that time. 'Tweie
endlefs to run through the Follies they have
been troubled with; and ! ihall not meddle
with the ocher, that fall under Prophanefs
and Atheifm, abundance of which they, in
their Prefaces to the firft, and fecond Vo-
lumes, have let the World know they have
received, which but to repeat in the Quarifi's
words, would be like felling ofPoyfon in the fireets
to every one that pajjes them.

Though I have not run through half the
Difficulties which prefenced themlelves to the
Noble Authorsoi the Athenian Mercury, upona
confideracion of the mighty Task they were
going to undertake, yet no private Inconve-
nience could deterr them from the Public
Good.

Having done the firft ProjeSior of this De-
fign, fome Juftice already, | think my lelf
obliged not to forget that Great young man,
who firft, like * Jafon, dared fo
boldly to venture out into the
Billows of the Critics, and lead A>gmius,
the way to the reft of the Herd%
that were to go in fearch of the Golden
Fleece of WUdom, and Learning. | am
forry | muft not let the World know his
Name (for it was begun by one) who had 10
great,ana generous a Zeal for the general Be-
nefit, chat he would not let thole Difficulties
| have mentioned, or any other Confiderati.
on outweigh it: No, he only kep" the Noble-
nels ofthe End in his view, fixing his Eye
on the farther brink, that he might not isc
the breadth of the Stream he was going to
leap, or to exprefs the noble Thoughtin the

belt of our Englifli Poets own words,
Mr. Dryden I mean, in the Conqueft of
Granada.

Almahide fays to Almanfor.

Aim. Great Souls difetrn not when the Leafs
too wide,
Becauje they only view thefartherfide,&c

That which follows isallb applicable to
the fame Great young man.
Aim. -Theris a Necefilty in Fate
Why fiOlthehizst., bold man tsfortunate r
He keeps hts ObjeB ever full in fight.
And that Ajjurance bolds him firm and
right, &c.

*Tis no finall difficulty to determinewhich
was the greateft Wonder* the Boltinefs of
the Undertaking, or the Ability hehasffiewn
in luch unripe years in the Perfe-mance.
HercuUi\\\% deftroying the Serpents in the
Cradle, has found Work for the Poetsa great
many Ages. But he has done more il™n all
the Herculean Labours, at an Age whsh the
reft of Mankind are but ripening; for, the
mighty Sence he writes, will not let i*
doubt, but that he forefaw what infini®

he was to engage with: But he his
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perfued it to a Miracle, iliewing the Scho-
lar without the Pedant, the Philolopher
without the ftilf, and obfcure Expreffions,
and fupsrfluous Repetitions of rhc School,
but (“eery thing he writ in the lirft Mer-
cury, had a pleafing genteel Air, and neat
Turn through every line, and difcover'd pro-
found Rcalbn could be lodg'd in a youth-
ful Head, and that it met there with a Soft-
nefs, that did not obfcure its great, and le-
vere ldeas. This his Boldnels, Learning,
and Ingenuity, ought to endear him to eve-
ry man, that pretends to value Excellence.
And thougli 1confels my felf the moft un-
worthy of his Converfation, yet | mull at
fume the Vanity to boall, that no mancan
value his Acquaintance, and Friendlhip
more, though | have not yet the Honour
to know him, having never had but once,
and then only, a tranfient fight ofhim.

I am lure, nothing but his Modefty, or
the Envy of Ibme impotent Afpirers to
the Names of Authors, will fay, that what
I have here advanc’d about him, hasany re-
lilh of Flattery ; lince I have the Judg-
ment of more than one of the greateft
Scholars of the Age, to juftifie my Senti-
ments j but I will not forcllal what | be-
lieve they chemlelves may feme time, or
ocher communicate to the World.

I (hall conclude this Firft part of my Hi-
ftory with the Reafbns, why they aflumed
the Tide of for even that has
fain under themercilefs Phangs ofthe Wou'd-
be-Critics. If they had taken the Name of
Lacedemonian, indeed it would have looked
Ibmething odd, and as if it were done in
fpite of Learning, to borrow a Title from
ihac place , which fcarce ever afforded a
Philofbpher, or any Man of Learning;
but the Athenians were the moft curious,
and inquificive People of Antiquity, as that
Verfe | have before quoted out of the A”s,
demonftrates, which 1 fiiall add here to the
two foregoing Verfes of the fame Chapter,
v. 19. And they took him,(viz, St. Paul) and
brought him into Mars jheet, Jaying, May we
net knOIO what this N EW Do”rine, where-
of thou jpeakejh, ts. Ver. 20, For thou bringej}
certain ST RA NG E things toour Earsj we
would know 3 therefore, what thefe things mean.
Ver. ai. For all the and Strangers
that dwelt there, gave themfelves to nothing
fife, hut either to tCU or to bear
Lor rather new things.] This, as it gaveoc-
cafion to the firft rile of the Defign, fo it is
~uough to juftifie the Title that was chole
for it, bscaufe the Bufinels, and end of it
IS to anfwer the Niceties, and curiousEn-
quiriesinto Arts and Sciences.

All that know any thing of Hiftory,or
have read any of the old Authors, muft
be fenfible, chat Athens was in that venera-
tion with Antiquity, tliac it was the only
place of Study in thofe days, and from thence
was all Europe civiliz’d, and taught Arts, and

Cicero, in the Introdudion to his
Offices, which he writes to his Son, Nhat

the ~MDentan oclet,

time hearing Philofophy there, that he had
the advantage of not only having Cratippus
for his Mailer, but even in Athens iclelf,
as if the place added to the facility of his
Learning, and he adds the reafon of it,
becaufethe Examples of fo many wife men,
that had flpurilhcd in that City, could not
but ftir him up to Emulation ; for, there
Socrates, Plato, Arifiotle, and all the great
Philofophers, learnol, and taught ; there
were the Schools of every Sed, and fcarce
any (I might fay none) that were received
into the number ofthe Wife, and Learned,
that were not beholden for their Education
to Athens: Thither Anaebarjis came from
Scythia, and was fo taken with the I"ws,
as well as Wifdom of the Athenians, that
endeavouring to introduce both into hisown
Country, he was killed by his Brother, and
King : There Demofthents liv'd, and flourilh’d
in Oratory, and Sophocles, and Euripides in
Tragedy; There lived Eupolis, Cmatinm, ArF
fiophanes, (though the laft was born in
Rhodes,yox. he lived there, and excelled in
their Dialed) and Menander, all Comic Poets.
Demoflhenes was fo great an Orator, chat he
excelled not only all the Grecians, but put
in for the Palm of Fame with Tully him-
felf, and if he carry it not from him, yet
holds the Balance in e*uilibrio. The Va-
lue the Government of Athens put upon the
Learned in all Sciences, afforded Encourage-
ment to the Ingenious, to improve them.
Both Comedy and Tragedy owe their Birth
to Athensl and indeed, the Dramatic was
more in efteem there than Epic Po”ry,
being the more immediately ufeful for Man's
Life, Comedy correding the Vices of it,
and Tragedy (by Examples more powerful
than Precepts) ftirring the Minds of Youth
up G Heroic Adions, and keeping Virtue
in efteem, by fhewing its Reward, and the
Punilhment of Vice: Though ’'ds faid of
Sophocles, and Euripides, that one reprefen*
ted the Accidents of Human Life, without
regard to that Poetic Juftice, as. they too
often happen; the other, as they ought to
have been. The Efteem thefe Dramatic
Poets were in, may appear by two Inftan-
ces, one of Eupolis, the other of Euripides:
Eupolis having writ Seventeen Comedies af-
ter the old Method, with a great deal of
Liberty expofiiig the Vices of the People,
was flain in a Sea-fight betwixt the Atheni-
ans, and Lacedemonians. Athens refented his
Lofs fb much, that ic made a Law, That m
Poetjhould”ttr that venture himfelfin the War,-
fuch neceflary Members of the Common-
wealth, that wile State thought them. When
the Death of ¢ Euripides was
known at Athens, (who fome
fay was killed by the Dogs of
Achelaus) there were feveral
Embaffy’s difpatched to Mace,
don, to obtain leave to convey
his Body to his, and their
own Country, but Acbtlam, would not part
with the Treafure of his Bones, notwithflan*
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ding their repeated Importunities. Nay, |
may call the great Homer an Athenian {inCQ
Athens was not the leaft of thole Cities, that
contended for his Birth, which are enumera-
ted in a Greek Diftic to this Senfe:

Seven Citiesflrive for mighty HomerV Birth,
Athens, Smyrna, Rhodes, Colophon, Sala-
min, Chios, and Argos.

Sy.viya., foJ'Q-,

ANva*.

M\»puv, odhAfsiv,

Next to Poets, we muft remember Pain-
ters, and Statuaries, which fiouriflied in
Athensj of the latter Phidias was the moftex-
cellent, but confult Pliny*s Natural Hiftory,
36th Book, and there you will find a full
account of both. The World was notmore
obliged to Athens, for Pbilofopby, Oratory™
and Poetry (to omit Statuary, and Painting,
juft mentioned”™ than for Hiftory, as Thncy-
dides, and Zenophon may evince Cto omit
Herodotus™ who only retired into the Athenian
Territories, from domeftic Tyranny, where
the Mules always found a lecure Retreat;
and tho’ he was not born an Athenian,
would dye one.) Thucydides was the beft of
the Greek Hiftorians, being Ib impartial a
Writer, that in the Peloponefian War, which
he was going to write, he paid for Intelli-
gence ofthe Tranladions on both fides, that
16 he might perfedly find out the Truth,
juftly fiifpeding, that as both Parties would
palliate their own Loffes, Ib if he knew the
Affairs of each only from themlclves, lie

T H
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Ihonld never arrive at the Truth. And it is
to be wifil'd, that none
but a man of * Quality, *dFCtT VlwasThU-
and Eftate, would meddle fZeZmMemar;g

Cunon two of the /i-
thenian Comm;}nd’\-
and they from /Eait;s,
and fo%ﬂjove

with compiling of Hifto-
ries, who are or ought to
be above the Partiality,
and the weaknefs of being
byaft'd by Affetftion, or Intereft, it being
more below the Honour ofa great man, to
falfifie the Truth to Pofterity, than to be
guilty ofa Lye in Converlation.

linophon too was an Athenian ; he took up
the Hiftory of the Peloponefian War, where
Thucydides left off, and was the firft thilofo-
pber that writ an Hiftory: And,’tis the Opi-
nion of Cicero, in his Book De Oratore, that
Xenophon, in his Uculiiav, conifulted not 16
much the Truth ofthe Story, as his Defign
of forming an Example ofa Perfed Prince,
and Commander, for he was a Soldier, as
well as Philolopher,and Hiftorian. 'Twould
be endlels to mention but the Names of all
thofe that have flouriftied in every Science,
and Art in this famous City. From what |
have here produc'd, will lufficiently appear,
that fince all the Arts ,and Learning of the old
World owed their "ginning (nay, and per-
haps Perfection too, though afterward lolt iri
the Inundation of Barbarity which from the
North over-run all Europe) to Athens, with
juft Realon did this Learned "OCtCtP make
choice of that Appellation, whole Aim it is
to advance all Knowledge, and diffule a ge-
neral Learning through the ntftltP) and by
that civilize more now, in a few years, than
Athens it lelf did of old during the Ages it
fiourilhed.

E

SECOND PART

O F

T HE

Afttiertan “oUetp,

N the Firft part of this Hifiory | have gi-
ven you an account of the Novelty, Ad-
vantage, Inventor, and occafion of this

Noble Undertaking.

Difficulties that attend it; the Noble Daring of
the firft Author ; and, laftly, | have advanc'd
lome Realons, why this "OCICtP alTumed
the Tide of SItjCIUIWt* In That™ | brought

\ have touched upon thend from thence pals to ihe

you to its beginning ; in This, | /hall (with
all the Brevity the *pioulnels of the Subject
will allow) proceed to its Infancy and Growth ¢
Perform

mances of the ~O tiZtVs when eftabli/hed.
Though the whole defign of this 3| 1IftltlI'
tiOUjpay be gathered from what has been
laid iff the Firft Part, yet | think it ncceffary
(6]
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to premife an entire Profpe<a ofit iierCjfince
that will not a little contribute to the fatisfa-
dion of the Reader, by avoiding Obfcurity
and Confufion, fetting things in as clear a
Light as poflible, and in that fornij which the
decency of Order requires.
" That, which they firftpropofed to them-
fclves, was not only to anfwer all manner
" of nice, and curious QuelHons,in Divinity®
Vhyfick, LaWj PkiUfopbyjHifioryjPoetry, Ma-
thematicsy Trade, and all Other Queftions
' propofcd by either Sex, or in any Lan-
' guagcj but alio to give an account of
tile moft confiderable Books, printed in
England, or tranfmitted to them, from fo-
reign parts; and to accomplilh this effe-
dually, the Undertaker, relblving to /pare
no Charges to gratifie the Ingenious, (died
a Correl*ndence beyond Sea: And tho’
all this were enough to expect from the
extraordinary Parts, and Induftry of any
Society of no greater extent,,yet they re-
folvir™ to [pare no Labour, proceeded far-
*ther by inferting the Conferences, and
Tranladions of ieveral EngUf) Virtmjds®
and whatever the Genius of our Nation
would relilh in the APla Eruditorum Up/ia,
the Paris journal des Scavans, the Giornali
** de Litterali, printed at Rome, the Univerfal
Hi/boricalBillicthe™ue, andotherlearnedand
' ingenious ElTays of other Nations. That
fb, as our Merchants {applied us with the
Manufadures, and Commodities ofall Coun-
tries, we lhould not want that Produdion,
Ib much more valuable in itsfelf,and in the
efteem of every wile man, their C21tt and
HCdtUtUOP] whatever the curious and brisk
Genius of the French, the Floridnels of the
Italian, and the Indulfry of the German, the
Gravity of the Spaniard, Ihould from time to
lime gratifie their feveral Countries with, this
Great SOCIETT have generoufly, and fuc-
cefsfully imported into England, indy by tbit
means, made all Nations contribute to the
Power and Glory of our Empire of 22.Ut, as
the conquered World did of old, to the Gran-
deur, and Wealth of this a far more
noble Tribute, and a far more exalted Glory,
every man in Juftice therefore ought to ho-
nour them with the auguft Name of
tCiOtS, above moft due ftand bluftering
Candidates for it.
~Yet farther, to make their Endeavours
the more faiisfadory to all men, this Society
have all-along invited every one, that has
*uy Experiment, or curious Jnflance, wluch
ANy know to be Truth, and Matter of Fad,
circumftantiated, with time, and place, to
fend them to them. Thele Experiments,
and Inftances they not only pronih'd to in-
lert in their Mercuries, but aljb endeavour
to find out a Demonflration for iliofe, which
the Senderscould not. So great is their ad-
mirable Zeal for the Good of the Public,znd
the Satisfadion of all curious Enquirers in-
to natural Speculations.
All thele great Parts of this Mighty Dejign,
could not poffibly be brought into the week-

Society* "

ly Mercuries which had not room to contain

hundredth part of the Anfwers to thofe
Queries, which they foon receiv'd; there-
fore for the fpeedier facisfadion of Qu~rifts
and the publication of all thefe Curioficies |
have fpoke of, they judged it abfolutely ne-
cellary, at the compleating every eighteen
Numbers, to print twelve more of Anfwers
toQuajri™, by chat means, if poflible, to
obviate the Impatience of fome of thofe,who
lent their Doubts, and Curiofities, to be
relolvd : Thefe made up one Volume, to
which asa Supplement, that is to perted their
Defign, is added, (| mean to the four firft)
the Abftrads of all Books of value, both do-
meftic, and foreign, with curious, and di-
verting Diflertarions upon feveral nice Sub-
jeds. The fifth Supplement, to comply fur-
ther with their Quarrifts Importunities for
Ipecdier Anfwers, is compofed of the Refb-
lution of Doubts, asthe fingle Mercuries are.
What /hall be the Subjed of their future
Supplements, | Jhall have occafion to (peak
of in the third, and laft part of this Hi-
ftory.

Though what | have mentioned already
may leem the Labour of Ages, yet they
ftill went farther, and we find very earV
their Refblution of gratifying the World
with a new Syftem of Philofophy, a thing as
much defir'd,as wanted, that of Arijlotleh™-"
ing Ib falle, and that of Dejeartes ib imper-
fed. | /hall /ay no more of this Work here,
becau/e | Ihall have occafion to /peak of it
again in the third part.

But, that the World might be fully ac-
guainted with this whole Defign, they have
frequently publiihed it, bothin the Mercury,
Volumes, and Supplements, and any one that
defires, may read it fiimm’d up all together
in their Fifth Supplement: So that nonecan
plead Ignorance, that /hall intrench upon
their Defign, and Method, and none can be
dilFitisfied,rhat they have not a full account
of fo many Advantages they may reap from
the (everal Endeavours of this SOCIETY.
Here it will not be improper for me to
give fbme account of the Method they pro-
pos'd to themfelves for the pro/ecution of
their E)efign, for that is indeed a neccffiry
part ofit; That Order which Juftice requi-
red they made choice ofj ihac i?, that thole
Quaeries that came firft /hould be firft an-
fwered, unlels a greater Good interpofed, as
the anlwering any Popular Quary, that might
be ofjervice to the Governmentj for, the Pub-
lic Good, isgranted by all men, | think, to
be preferred to the Private; Orfome curiow
Accident, or remarkable Providence, thaPs Mat’
tsr of Fa”, and wants a demonfiraticn. Here
too the general Advantage comesin, and then
'tis but fit that Particulars of lels confequence
Ihould expebt a little, and give way. Next,
fome extraordinary Scruple of Confcience, which
wants a fpeedy Anfwer: And for the fkisfaAi-
on ofliich, | think, no reafonable man, but
would willingly admit his lels-weighty Qus-
ry lhould be fuper/eded a while, fince he

U
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is (lire after that to come in his

turn.

Farther, that the Quffirifts lhould not be
difappoimed in their expedations of An-
JwerSj by their faults, they have laid down
theie excellent Rules.

in,

I. To look over the Indexes oftheir Volumes™
to fee if their Quariesare not already anfweredto
their JatssfaBion.

Il. That nonefend obfcene Quefions, at not
ft to he anfivered by any that fretend not to
Ofgreat Debancbcry as the Senders of them.

I11. No Riddles, or Equivocations, &c. be-
caufe Casthey very well obferve in the Pre-
face to the Fourth Volume, whence 1 have
taken this) they are ofno ufe to the Tublic.

IV. Nothing, the Anjwer of which may bea
Scandal to the Government, or an Abufe to par-
ticular perfons.

V. Nothing, that may be defruSHve to the
Trinciples ofVirtue, andfound Knowledg.

VI. That no Quarifi fend above one, or two
Quefims, at the mofi, at one time, for then
they will be the fooner at liberty toJena again,
and perhaps fomething more curiout, than what
theyfent atfrf.

If every one would but oblerve thefe ne-
ceflary Rules, they would not meet with
thofe Difappointments, they complain of;
but if they will obferve no Method, or Rea-
Ibn, but their own Fancy, and if*tm, ’cis
julfer to punifh their Vanity with Negled,
and Contempt, than for the fake of fiichun-
accountable Gentlemen, to break all Order,
which is the Life of all Performances. Let
them ad but regularly, and the Society defires
they may be as Nice, and Curious as they
pltttfo-

Nor can | omit a Method propofed to the
Society by fbrne ingenious WcU-wifher to
their Defigns, for a farther fatisfadion of the
Quxrifts, this being the proper place to in-
ferc it. This Gentleman having confidered
the Fatigue of the SOCIE T T, in recei-
ving Ib many Letters on one Queftion, fent
them a Projed for their Lafe, which they
have publiih’'d in the Preface to their Fourth
Volume, and there approv'd of it; ’cisthus.
—— That every Quariji fet two Letters to eve-
ry Quefiion be[ends, and fome number, confijhng
cf three Figures, thus------ 251, or 4. C.

312, B.H. 132, H.7.721, R. N 472,

for it is not likely that any two fhould light
upon the fame Letters, and Numbers too;
fb that if they are publicly acknowledged
in the Mercuries to be received, by inferting
the Letters, and Numbers, with thofe marks
at the end of each, the Quaerifts would foon
be fatiafied, viz., thofe marked thus (*) will
never be anfwered, as coming under fome of
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the above-mentioned Exceptions: Thofe
marked thus(+) have been anfwered al-
ready, Vol. n. Thofe marked thus (4) will
be anfwered in their order.

Having thus given the Reader a View of
the Defign of the atfjenian ~OCiCtl?, and
the Method they propos'd to themlelves, and
others, | fhall now proceed in that form |
have fet down in the beginning of this Se-
cond Part. ]

APaperemituledthe/tf)Entan Ma?EttC
refolving, weekly, all the mofi nice, and curious
(luefiions, propofed hy the Ingenious, dated Tuef*
day March the lyth, 1690, was the firft
Eliay of this Noble Undertaking, that the
World was gratified with: Which, tho* it
were the Performance of one only, as| have
(aid, yet gave the critical part of the Town
as great a fatisfadion in what it contain’d,
as it did admiration at the ftrangenefs and
feeming-impoffibility of the Attempt. This
fatisfaftion was fo general, that in the third
Number, I find ~a:ries came in fo faff,
that publick notice was given to fend in no
more, till thofe were difpatched, that were
fent already: An evident Argument, that
the number of thofe that fent had fome
Belief, that the Society were able to comply
with their defires, elfe it had been foolifli to
have been at the Expence of writing, and
fending. In the fecond number the Title
Is altered, from Gaz.ette, to Mercury, the rea™
ibh of which they give in their Twelfth, in
Anfwer to this Queftion. — * What is the
Reafon of your changing the Name of your
atfienfan © alette, into that of the
niau”etcurp f ©a?a ( fays the Author)
fignifies a Treafury, and therefore we referve it
for thegeneral Title of our Volumes, defigning to

ﬂjfmml{hi f{lﬁ]‘niatt '&'\ﬁAEttc, or (Ma<

ftgnifying a Mellenger, is the more proper Title for
the Jingle Papers, which run about, to Coffee-
houfgs, and elfewbere, to jeek out
dan
But as this Undertaking was too great
for any one man to go through with (yet if
any one man could, the firft Author did
enough to convince us of his Ability to
do it) it was thought fit, both for Eafe, Di-
fpatch, and the fuller Satisfadion of all men,
to receive in foveral Members to the com-
pofing a juft number, for compleating the
Undertaking, by having men qualified with
all fortsof Learning, that fo all forts ofQue-
ffions might receive juft Anfwers. lprefiime
it will not be ingrateful to any Reader, if |
here give him an account of the Qualificati-
onsof the leveral Members (though there is
fcarce one of them, but wnat might be call’d
a Matter in every Science) which make up
this Learned Society. L fhall therefore fee them
down in that order the nature of their Stu-
dies, in my Opinion; requires, without any
regard to the particular Merit of their Per-
fons, to which | muft (with a great deal of
regret) confefs my felf a Stranger, though I
have
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have had an imperfeA account offbme of
them, from thofe that did pretend to be ac-
guainted with them.

A Divine, A Civilian,
A Phiiofopher, A Chymrgion.
A Phyftcian. An Italian,
A Poet, A Spaniard.
A Mathematician. A French-man.
A Lawyer, A Dutch-man.

The laft four are rather Servants, than
Membzrs o~thi Society, like the Interpreters
of Princes, to give a faithful account of fuch
Quarries that may be fent in their (everal
Languages, that the Society may come up to
the jull Thoughts of the Qiarriffs, and alfo
to give a perfed Tranflation of thole feveral
pieces of Wit, and Learning, which, | have
laid, were brought from beyond Sea, to be
delivered to us in our Mother tongtie : From
thele the Society can be fully fatisfied in the
Idioms, and nicelf partsof each Language,
which few but the Natives (and of them on-
ly the Learned) underhand. So careful they
are of giving their own Country the genuine
Sence, as well as Marrow of all the Itranger-
Authors they make free of our Tongue.

The other eight afford fo ample and fo juft
a Theme ofPraile, that nothing but my I™-
norance of them, can hinder me from gi-
ving the World a more particular knowledg
of them: And thi“onfines memuchagaintt
my Will to the Dhine, the Phy/kian, and
Mathematician, tho* | ftiall have occafion, In
ihcpurfuit of this Difcourle, to touch upon
the Performances of moft,jfnoc all of the reft.

As Divinity is themoft fublime,and iacred
of Studies, lo | think my lelfobiiged to begin
with the and | am latisfied that the
reft of this Learned "DCICt”, will fubferibe
to thisjuft Preference, | give him, if not for
the veneration of his Charader, yet for his
own proper Merits; fo great is the Reverence
of his Perlbn, the Profoundnefi of hisKknow-
ledg, not only in the Holy Scriptures, Coun-
cils, Fathers, and the reft, that compofethat
mighty Science of *1jeO10Ogp, but alfo in
every other Art, that comes within the num-
ber ot the the moft barren Sub)eft
growing fertile, and divertive, to admiration,
by the Genialwarmth ofhisWIT. Ilow great,
N"M\PParent are his Zeal and Abilities in the

irci“ionof ~oUijStHow e.Ktraordinary,and
~w  general is the fatisfadion he gives the

oHPfu indTrouhledin Mind | how ftrong!
now invincible is the Realbn,with which he
confirms the wavering, and confutes the 11)0*
Tk fbd of this Profligate Age !
| nen, what can farther contribute to the
and Learning, thanthe

A“hM 'tftndS of his for whace'er
ne writes is fift without AfeSlation, and Satie-
ty, and learned without Pedantry. Yet ifall
thele Vertues were wanting, the affability,
and agreeablenefs of his lemyer, and Con-

the ’Yr)cttfm’\ductp B

the tender Compaflion he has for
the Sufferings, of his fellow-Creatures (above
the confideration of which all hisftupendious
Learning, and Parts, are not able to tran-
Iport him) both in fpiritual, and temporal
Exigencies, were enough to draw as great a

Veneration from all, as is lawful to pay
to **nn. Finally, fince A&ions are more
valuable, than Words, his give a

nobler, and truer Charader of him, than i
can prelume, with the inability, and weak-
nets of my Pen, to draw. All that | ihall
therefore add, is, that ific were poflible that
could be, as an UNIVER-

SAL 1RIESr, certainly his Duty would be
to take care of the fpiritual Good of all Man-
kind-, and then, | am very certain, that "one
would be rnore worthy, and auali-
than H E, who has beforehand fhewn in

1 his Writings and AWims, fb UmUecfnl' a
Concern, and Jeal for all. that bear the
glorious Image,of his MAKER. So truly apo-
uoheal are his Inclinations, that all ?ains, ail
I“ahor,sd\ Watchings, zodPrayers, tho for the

~u ) more
delightful to him chan Glory , and Honours to

the Ambitious, Wealth to th eMifer, or Plea-
mre to the Voluptuous, nay, chan the Em-
braces of his Miftrifs to the faithful, and
long.fighing Lover: But all chefe fleeting
Joys, which fo dazzle, and invite the World
are too little, too inconfiderable to give a
juft Idea of that of His, which makes a near
~proach to thofe, it has not entered into the.
Heart of Man to imagine. It were to be wifht
that a great many of the Clergy would have
nim™ in view, as a fure diretftion of their Be-
mivjour, fince an imitation of his praBical
virtues, would fbon remove the Odium, too
peat a number of them lye under, and con-
Enemies ofthat SACRED
ilODY, by the moft prevalent of Argu-
ments, EXAMPLE. N
All thefe Excellencies were very well
fenown to Mr. |;)imtatl5 fo that he could
not imagine any one more fit to propofethis
Uefign firft to, than him, who being not a
httle lenfible of the Benefit, the generality
would reap by it, gave him all the Encou-
ragement in the World, that is, a tromtfe of
kis Amftance, when he had once fee it on
foot™Moi/cwas fit firft to fee, whether the Town
would rehfii tboBUffmg with thatJuftice, and
Applaufe It dderv d.
Tho’ this Difeourfe be not defigned as a
itnegyric, hm Hiftory, yet | cannot prevail
with my felf Gchink this fliort account of
fome of the Members of thisSOCIETY any
deviation, or digreffion; or ifit were, yet |
cannot (and | am fure all, that love Learning,
and Ingenuity will eafily forgive, if notcom-
mend it) pals over the Phyfician, tho\ I con-
fefs, it would be more prudent, and pardona-
ble, to fay nothing than not enough of an
illuftrious Subjea:, but as, Who was ever in
Love, and Wife ? is received as a juft Excule,
for the Failings of a Lover, fo | hope, the
more moderate, will grant me, that it is

E equally
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equally hard to admire, and be filenr, when
the of ones admiration preients it

it wasfaid of a certain Great man, that
if all the Libraries in the World were loft,
and not one Book remaining, that the gene-
ral Knowledg He was Mafter of, was capable
of teaching Mankind, all the Arts, and Scien-
ces in perfeaion, the fame 1can with Truth,
and Tuftice fay of the Vhyfxian, who carries
the whole Circle of the Sciences in his Head ;
but that which is moft admirable, and rare
in one of his Profeffion, KNOWLEDGE,
and T~ITymake him notpropbane; PUty,a.ndRe-

illuftrate all hisadions. Never was any
Queftion propos’'d by ingenious Malice, or
Curiojity, however neuf, and furprizing, but
with all therM”/»ej?and/tfc%in the World,
he gave not only tair, and amufing Ideas of
it, but full, and moft evident Demonfirations.
It is no latisfaaion at all to me to meet
with Wit, and Learning, in amanofa lie-
tie lon; Soul, and ill Principle, becaufe | can-
not underftand how he, that has a juft noth
on ofthings,fliould not make a better choice,
for the regulation ofhisMind; folamwon-
derfully ravilhed, with Delight, when | find
the contrary, as here in this Great, this Lear-
ned, this Good, and this Ingenious Man ; for,
he is fo generous (a very uncommon Virtue)
that he could never be prevailed with, to
admit of any other Confideration, for his
Trouble, in this Affair, than the Good of the
Vithlie, thinking it fo much below him to
mingle Intereft with fo noble a Dejign, that|
am confident it would be the only certain
way to make him forfake it, to prefs any
Reward, befidcs what it contains in itfelf,
far, Virtue Uits own Reward, in bis Opinion :
Yec he is far from condemning thofe,
whofe Circumftances (too often the Fate of
the Ingenious) will not allow them to imitate
him in this Generofiy, fince 'tis confelTed
very lawful for any man, to live by his
PEN, as well as any other way. Eefides,
many great Divines, who, we may juftly
fuppofe, have the Good of many in their
Eyes, do yet fet no fmall, or inconfidera-
ble value on their Copies; tho' it muft be
granted, that he excells them as much in this,
as a free Agent does a mercinary one. |
can fay no more of him, than that he is a
worthy Companion of fo great a man, asthe
Dsvtne, | have (poke of juft before him.

All that I have to inform the World of
the Mathematician, is, that he is the Perfon
that firft put the defign in execution,whom
| mention'd in the Firft Parc; and | ftiall
only add here, that his Learning isas univer-
fal, as his Sence of things isfine, and curi-
ous. So that this Society feems to be com-
ified by fomething more than humanlJudg-
ment, in felccfting able men, fince each of
them is fiifficient to perform this mighty task
alone.

By what has been faid of thefe three Mem-
hers, we may reafonably fuppofe, that the
reft are not ill match'd. And, asin the fearch
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of the Secrets of Nature we illuftrate the
more obfcurc, by the more evident, fo here
we may, by thole | have been able to get
fome account of, ghefs at the Excellence of
the reft, the greateft part of which will not
acceptofany pecuniary Gratuity at all

This @ OCtetP being compofed ol fuck
pious, and generous, as well as learned men,
| wonder what % could propole to them-
felves, who endeavour'd to tempt, and per-
fwade them to forfake the firft Undertaker,
~n a poor mercenary Confideration. Could
they imagine, that fUCf) men would be
guilty of lo much Bafenef, as to forget that
Obligation they had enter’'d into (for, | am
inform'd, they obliged themfelves never to
engage in the like Delign for any one ellej
never to defert Mr. Duntoni Could they
have fo weak an Opinion of that mnb
they courted, asto prefs an Aaion upon if.
which muft neceffarily fully all its Glories,
and make it of novalue? But chefe men
had nothing in their Thoughts, but the
fupplanting their Neighbor, in his right, they
would elfe have forefeen the Anfwer, they
without doubt receiv'd. That if it were an
Immorality, nay, Injufhce for another, though
never concerted with Mr. ©UUtOR, to inter-
fere with his dzfign, hecaufi'it was entirely hit
OuuUt > how much more ungenerotss would
it befor them, who have enter'd into a Friend-
Jhip with him to betray that Trujh be had re-
pofed in them, when he might (had it not
been for the Efieem, and Value he hadfor their
Jullice, and Parts) have engaged thofe that per-
haps would have poved more generous.

The vaft Offers that have been made
them, with no Succefs, Ihews, that Mr. Dan-
ton knew his men very well, he would ne-
ver elfe have had the Courage, through all
Difficulties, and Op~fitions, to have perfu'd
the Defign, till in ~ight of all Obftacles he
eftablifhed it: which if he had never done,
there had been no Motive for Interloping,
few being willing to quit the Paths of juft,
and Right, where no Advantage invites. Nor
is it to be wondei'd in our Age, that, when
he had rais'd his Proje<ft to a Staple Commodi-
tj, others have endeavour'd to rob him of
his Profit, when they were at no Charge to
bring it to perfection, who would not per-
haps have regarded it, if it had been firft
propofed to them. Thus, | am confident,
few Bookfellers in Town would have given
Ten pound for the Copy of The whole Duty
of Man, before it had been printed at all,
yet now there is none, but would give an
Hundred pound for it: They whofe Time-
roufnefs hinder them from venturing upon
any thing themfelves, are alwaiesvery eager
to purfue, what another with fuccefs has un-
dertaken. But thefe interloping Gentlemen
were extreamly deceiv’d, when they made
their Applications here, where they alwaies
found men that knew the Obligation, and
Value of their Word better than to forfeitit
for that which they never eftcem’d, chatis a
little mean Lucre, and trifling Jnterefi.

Having
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Having thus given the World an hafty
Sketch, of the Qualifications of the Members,
I (hall return to theirUndertaking.

It would, 1 beliefre,be fuperfluous to dwell
upon the Antiquity, and eafie Mctliod of
teaching by Queition, and Anfwer, fince C;-

in his TujcitUn Qtieftions, approves of
it as the molfufeful, and ancient; And Plato
praiftisd it; nay, we find in the Tenth

Chapter of the firff Books of Kings, that the
Queen of Shchi, ~ent to prove Solomon, vsitb
bard Queftions. | fiiall therefore fay no more
for the Proof of its Antiquity, fince every
one that confiders it, muft fbon obferve
how much it will contribute to the improve-
ment of Knowledge, when all the leveral
Heads of the Nation, at leaft all thofe that
love Enquiries, are bufied to find out the
moft difficult, and leaft-underftood things,
for the 0OCICt™orefolve, which could no
other ways be effedsd, but by Qpxries
and Anfwers.

The Defign being form’d into thefe methods
Ihavedcfcrib’d,and thtSodety now eftabli/h’'d,
it was neceffary, that they fhould have a
certain time, and place of meeting together,
for their mutual Gonverfation, but chiefly,
for coniulting altogether, on every Anfwer
before it was permitted to be publiflied:
Smith's Coffee-bouj'e, for the convenience of
its ficuation, in the middle way ofall their
Abodes, was the ftrft place agreed on for
this, and Friday the day; but, finding that
Houle too public, by the great number that
flock’d thither, on purpofe to hear, and fee
the Athenians, that being appointed for the
reception of all the Queries, the Society
thought fit, for the greater Privacy, to re-
move to fome other place, fince their Mo-
defty never aim'd at their own Perfbnal Glo-
ry in their Performances, as is evident by
their concealment of their Names all along,
with fo much Regret to all thofe whole
admiration of what they had writ, would
not letthem think it fiifficient to converle on-
ly with their Papers.

There is fuch a defire of being known,
in moll Writers, that they all have that
beginning of the firft Copy of Verles in Cow-
ly in their Heads

What fiall | do to he for ever known,
And make the Age to come my own ?

that the Author of The whole Duty of Man,
Was almofl the fingular Example of Con-
tempt of Nominal Fame, till this Learned So-
oiety put in for his Rivals in that noble Self-
denial j yet neither can, with all their Hu-
milityj avoid that Reputation the World
pays, even to themfelves, fince every one
imitates the Athenians ofold, ereding with-
in their Minds Trophies to the unknown
Worthies, as they did Altars, in their Tem-
ples to the unknown Deity. And Nlv.Swiftfm
his Ode to this Society ( printed before the
Fifth Supplement”™ concludes very well;

the /\tl)enlan metp, *5

“How drange a Paradox is true !
That men who liv'd, and d fd withouta Name
Are the chief Heroesin thejacredLiJl of Fame.

But, tho’ the World continue ignorant of
the Names of thefe Gentlemen, yet it is
highly feniible of the Advantages it has al-
ready, and is Hill likely to receive from
their Performances, into which | fliall now
enquire.

There are no greater Enemies to Wif-
dom, and Learning, than vulgar Errors,
and Superfition (if they will admit of a di-
ftindion, and are not the fame) as long as
the firft remain. Men go upon a wrong
Principle, rejeding all that may feem to
oppofe that, which they have received, and
fdtled within themfelves, as TRUTH, by
fo reverend, and awful an Authority, as
Immemorial Tradition, which they look upon,
as the diligent Obfervacions of their Ance-
llors, a Name that has alwaies been of too
great a Veneration with moft Ages, and by
that has proved the irrefiftable Patron of an
abundance of Abfiirdities, efpccially in Phi-
lofophy: And there is nothing more evi-
dent, than that no man can poffibly arrive
to any true, and found Knowledge, till
fuch falfe Guides are remov’d, which led him
out of his way. | am confident, where-
ever the other prevails, there is not much
likelihood of any confiderable Progrefs in
Wifdom: for, 'tis the Mifi, or rather
of the Mind, in which the Judgment wan-
ders after the deceitful glimmerings of an
Igntsfatuus, or elfe fears, and fhuns every
Lightof Truth as Inch, knowing no medium
betwixt thefe two Extreams. Thefe llls are
indeed infeparable Companions; for, vulgar
Errors alwaies beget Superfiition, and Super-
(Htion cannot fubfift without vulgar Errors.
One is the Tree, the ocher the Fruit; Vul-
gar Errors are the Springs which feed the
Stream of Superfiition, and till thofe are ftl-
fied, 'cis not to be expedited, that will ceafe to
flow.

This Learned SOCIETY feems to have
been very fenfible of this, by the great care
they have taken, in confuting thofe erroneous
Notions, which are commonly received, as
often as they prefenced themfelves in any of
the numerous Qua:ries that have been lent
them: And they have very well obferv'd,
that there are a great many omitted by the
ingenious Dr. Brown, which are, in my
opinion, as neceflary to be remov'd, as
any he has obferv'd. | fliall mention a
few particulars, viz*. That a Coal is to befound
under a Vlantane Koot, at one time ef theyear,
more than another : That thefe later Ages are
more ignorant than their Predeceffors, and thatwe
find out nofuch ujeful N our Forefathers
have done. This the Society have very con-
cifely, and clearly removed, which tho’ |
cannot omit, yet the Brevity 1am confined
to obliges me to contra<d : The moft invin-
cible way of Argument, is by Delemma,

which
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which they have taken in the iledfion ofthis
point, *The invention of Ufeful Arts is
Neither infinite orfinite; if the firrt, we mulf
* conclude (by Experience) that at length
* growing too numerous, fbnie would be loft,
“and liipplanted by others, which would not
~bpe, if the/r™ were more ufeful:
*finite™ they can be but once invented, and
" then our Anceftors have only the advantage
" of having lived before us; for the improve-
" ments that we fee daily made on former
‘ Inventions, give ns reafbn to believe, that
"if we had lived before them, we fhould
" have done no lefs. They prove farther,
' that none of thofe Inventions the World
* enjoys was found out by One, or at once.
“ Th.it the Mjrmecides of z/Slian™ and Pliny®
‘with his Ivory Chariot, with Horfes, and all
"in Ib ffnall a compaft as to be covered by
" the Wrings of a Fly, was outdone, in the
‘ Twentieth year of Qiieen Elizahetb, by
* Marc Scalioty in his Chain of Gold drawn
" by a Flea, and his l.ock and Key made of
* Steel, weighing buta Grain. And | muft
* add, that the Ship of Myrmecides was out*
' done by a Gentleman of Lyons, who not
‘ only made one much lefs, but alfo gave a
‘ Motion to it. And for a further Proof,
' they refeiT us to the Tranfa™tions of the
" Royal Society.

Tis avulgar and general Error, that to de-
ceive the Deceiver u no Deceit ; which isvery
well remov*d in the Twentieth Number,and
Tenth Q7 ieflion of the Second Volume. 'Tis
a no lefs common Opinion, That Men dream
cf things they never thought of\ which in the
Seventeenth Number, ol the Second Volume,
and in the third Qiicery, they confute in this
manner. ' They deny it to bcpoflible, un-
“le/s in a Divine Dream, where both the
' Thing, and the Notion, fhould be revealed
* together. They grant, that the Fancy has
" Power to joyn things together, when they
' are before in the Mind, or to create Mon-
‘ ffers, and Chymeras out of real things, fieep-
' ing, as well as waking. For example | have
" the Notion of my[elf, a Horfe, a Read,
" Thieves, Water, Air, Fire, a Houje, Day, Night,
‘'or whatever eUc you’l name, treafiired up
*in my Memory : Thefe my Fancy may
' fhuffle together, and fo reprefenc fiich Acci-
* dents as | never thought of in the Day-time.
" But they deny that there is any Imaginary
" Tranfadion that palTes*in our Sleep, but
we have all thought of the feveral parts,
" and things which go to the compofing of
" it, though perhaps not in the fame order as
' there. For the Reader's farther fatisfa<3i-
on, let him confult the place above quoted,
and there he will find full, and ingenious
Arguments for a farther proof ofthis.

To run through all that they have obfer-
ved in this nature, would make my Book
iwell becy'ond its defigned bulk. | fhall there-
fore pab over thofe curiou: Confutations of
that Error, fo commonly receiv'd. That adead
Corps bleeds when touched by the Murderer \
which they have treated of, both in the
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Second, and Sixth Volumes. | will not in-
fill upon that Opinion, That are
fmooth oneyear, and rough the next* and foP;-
cifilm, in the Second Number of the Second
Volume, which they deny. | have notroom
to repeat all, thofe wittj®, and ingenious_Ar.
t oduce to obviate that

That a man cannot be twice in
Love, Vo!. 2, Num. 6, and Qusry 3. for the
ingenious difcuflibn of which, as well as of
many more, | muft referr the Curious to
their Works, only | cannot omit mentioning
two, or three out of many which have a
nearer relation to Superfiition. ’'Tis true.
Dr. Brown has taken notice of moft of thefe
(tho’ notall) but yet the Advantage to the
Public is no left, than ifthey had been the
original Remarks of the Society, fince they
communicate them to che”tnaitp, who arc
moft concerned in them, the Learned being
generally now pretty free from thofe fordid
Trifles.

OUpcCftlttOtt is not only that fepcrmi-
merary Formality, and ceremonious Obfer-
vations in Religious Worfhip, but alfo that
regard which too many have to pure Acci-
dents, as the certain Heralds of Deftmy- And
this proceeds from our * Fear,and

Darknefi of a future fate, the . ifst""d
Ignorant, or Superfiitious being 'atm
unfecisfied in ail Conditions of fyun

human Life; in Profperity they

either fear a Change, or hope an Encreafe,
and this Fear, and Defire puflies them on to
feek, by fome means, to know the Fortune,
that is to attend them hereafter; and not
content with their prefent Happinefs, wreck
their Peace with foolifh and unnecellary
Cares for to morrow. And thofe in Adverfi.
ty, uneafie under their Sufferings,with a great
deal of willingnels permit themfelves to be
flattered by hope of better things, but impa-
tient in bare ExpcBation without Certainty,
they fly to Superfiition for it, which gives them
generally an ambiguous, and amufing Vro-
mije, and tho’ it be as variable as the Oracles
of old, they will all, like Vyrrbus, and Cra-
fus, interpret it to their own advantage, and
indeed flatter themfelves, that it fb evidently
complements their coming Succefs, it needs
no Interpretation. That thefe vulgar Errors
fliould carry away the Vulgar, is notfo much
to be wondered, bscaufe they build theircre-
dulous Faith upon Hearfays; but that the In-
genious, and Learned fhould be fo far mifled,
who one would think regulate their Opinions
according to the Rule of Reafon, is very fur-
prizing. Thus | cannot but wonder to find
Tycho Brahe, running back to his Houfe with
no (mail confternation, and apprehenfion of
an impending Evil, if the firft thing in a
Morning, he met an old Woman, or if an
Flare croft'd the Path he was going, or any
filch trifling Accident that day confin’d him
to his Houfe, and perhajs ic did him this
Good, to pore upon his own new Syfieme,
with adm iration, or in thofe of Ftolomy, and
CopernicMs with Goarempt, and Anger.
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Among that vaft number of chofe fuper-
ftitious Follies, which England abounds with
leveral have been lent them, to omit. Whe-
ther Crickets™ Batts™ Owls, Ratts, Ravens, 8cc.
are Gminotis J and how they come to know the
fatal Events that are to come? Becaufe
Dr. Srtni'w has taken notice of them, | fliall
only inftance in one, which that great man
has not mention’d, and that is in the fourth
Qja:ry, the ninth Number of the fecond Vo-
lume ; Whether there is any Grids of Time,
wherein ferjons have extraordinary Accidents, as
to Fortum, and Misfortune ?  Which general
Error when they have at large confuted,
they conclude very well | —------ That he that
alls without Reafon, end believes things for
which he can give no account at all, d”™erves to
he excluded the Society of CCCfl-
tUCOO*

Butofall thefe Superftitions,which the Epi-
demicDaCncof knowing our future Condition
(in this life, not the next) has produc'd,there is
none more pernicious, and of greater efteem,
and authority, than judicial Ajirelogy, which
becaufe permitted {to the Scandal of Chrifiia-
nity) gathers the face of and Cer-
taintj with thole, chat are not fenfible of the
Tricks, and Deceits that are made ule of
by thole that pradtife this pretended Art,
and luch as know not that it is as much

againft the Law of 2S that of
lacafott*
I am ofopinion, that this has in

nothing more contributed to the mbftantiaf
Service of the Fair Sex, than in undecei-
ving them in that point, fince the Ladies
are more generally carried away with the
Belief in this pretended Knowledge, than
men ( not that | think my Sex free from
the Contagion, or that it has reached all
theirs) and have an implicite Faith in e'ery
Aftrologer, as the
\Romam lud in the
time ofjuvenal, thin-

facred,and
infallible, that he fays,
as the Scripture it felf. Thus when they are
lollicitous, on the weighty affair of Marri-
age, or the Death of a Husband, or other
Relation, or the Conftancy of a Gallant,
they immediately repair to Oratulotts Fa-
tridge, Gadbury, and the reft. What a ridi-
culous buftle was here, not many years ago.

DLritMJlrc$«ZLti
ftrte relatum Anmoais.
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about ieCro/, the French-woman that pre-
tended to this Infighc into Futurity ? And
how many e'ery day fubfift, like the King-
dom of the Devil, by thele LYES ? Bur,
the "OCICtP have beyond anfwer confuted
all the vain Pretences ofchefe Impoftors in
the Firft Volume, and Sixth Number,
mewing the Falficy of their Foundations,
by Reafon, and their own Rules, and have
belide added Ibnie Realbns more familiar to
thofe, that are not skill'd in their Principles,
by the molt obvious Inconfiftences in Na-
ture, which the meaneft Capacities are
capable of judging of, and in Fourteenth
Number, ~efiion the Fifth, produce feveral
undeniable Texts ot Holy Scripture, to prove
the unlawfulnefs of it. Tis with a great
deal of Reludance that | omit the particu-
lars of their Arguments, becaufe they are, in
my Opinion, the ftrongeft, and molt cu-
rious | ever read on this Subjedt j but
Neceflicy obliges me to it, fince it cannot
be expedled, chat I lhould give an Abridg-
ment of e’ery Queftion, that is well han-
dled in all the Six Volumes, chat are alrea-
dy extant, becawle that would fwcll this
Hiftory to as great a bignefs as all they have
writ, lince they have been fo lhorr, and
dole to the point in every one, that it is
impoffible for me to be more roncife, and
preferve the Force, and Beauty of their
Arguments.

Having thus fhewn you iiow they have
deftroyed thefe Enemies, that moft oppofed
the Growth of Knowledge, and Progrels of
VMldom, tis time that! lead you now to
a lhorc view of feme few of their rartherPer-
formances, in as many Sciences as | am
able to bring in, within the narrow com-
pals, that remains of this Second part j but
confidering the number of thole admiiabie
Solutions | find both in Divinity, and Philo-
fophy, I am at a Band how to proceed, for
the equality of their Worth, would engage
me in e’ery one; fo that I mult only fol-
low my own Fancy in the Choice, not the
Merits of the Caufe, which can be no Rule
where there is no difference.

To begin therefore with out
of many ofas great Excellence | take this
which | find the Subje<d of the Tenth Num-
ber, of the Second Volume, and profecuted
in the Supplement to the Fifth.

The flmof the Qﬂry, aﬂProofs lent with it, is this:

rmtmm.

XI1™Noiuer.

~tttntly never beenglarfyd.

The
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The Qui’erifi: having taken the jiffirma-
five, the S)OCI£tp} with more Piety as well
as Realon, take the Negative, the quite con-
trary following from the other, to what the

ihart(t would needs peifwade : As, firft,
c —- - It deitroys God’s true
" PFtfdom confilting in chufing right, and ju(l
' means, to attain a good End ; but IS

* a bad means, forbidden by himfelf to Man
~for the befl: of Ends s and the Perfedion
‘ of the Creature confiih in imitation ot his
‘ Aiaker; So that the makir® God the Or-
' dainer, and Caaje of Is to make Him
‘ guilty, and Man innocent; which could
ne’r conduce to the maiiifeliacioa of his
Wifdom, but the contrary. Again, it de-
‘ ftroys his JUftICCj for Jufticc, in reffwrt
“ ofPuniflinienc, alwates fuppoib a Subjedl
capable of Rewards, and Punilhments, and

‘ farther fuppofes a Law, by which It muft
‘judge, and diihibute them, none of which
‘can beif be abjolutely ordained, un-
* avoidable, and yet punilhed with eternal Tor-
“ ments, fince all agree chat abiblute Necellicy
* excufes any thing.------ Farther) Where
“is $"CCCp5 if God fave a very few only (as
“ Ibmc would have it) and punifh ail the reft
“ofMankind, for what they could notavoid ?
Nay, what he has forc’d them to commit ?
‘Then-------- Where’s his 1])Oltncr09 and
“ 1nat0 of Sin, if he himfeif ordains, and
“caulbit?

As to to the fecond Branch of this Qwry

* — Man's Happintji, &c. *ci$ as faife as the
* other, if taken all togetherThat he had
- never died without b/«, is granted ; but it
‘ follows nor, that if he h.id not died, be had
‘ not been glorified, fince like Enoch he might
‘ have been tranflaced to Glory.

But to clear the firft Branchof this Quarry

a little farther; ‘Firft, if God ordained not
*Sin, how came it into the World ? *Tis
‘ anlwcrod, — By God being
‘ not obliged to liinder it,but indeed obliged
‘ not to hinder ir, if he would have, as he
‘ deiip*d, Man a free Agent, PEtUUTffiOnN
‘ having no Influence on a free Agent, it an-
* lwers all thofe ends of the CJuarift’s Ordina-
* tion , viz. the manifeftation of his Wifdom,
*Tower, Jufiice, &c. in raifing Man, after his
‘ Fail, wh.cn penitent, and punifhing him
'‘when finally impenitent. Befides, this Po-
‘ fition of the neceffity of takes away
“all and confequemly makes the Sup.
" pofuion it felfof God’s ordaining ri-
‘“ diculous, and impofltble. Again, —— If

were necefjary, 'tis dear (from what
has been laid) there could be no eternal

Punllhmcent; but “tie evident from the Word
of God, d'.at there is eternal Punifiment,
therefore, &c.

Thus far the Tenth Mercury, of the Second
Volume, to which the Quxrift, fending lome
Objs™lions, not Anfwers, in the fifth Supple-
ment, the fame Member of this Society lias
delivered, and confuted them, with that
evidentt and convincing Dcmgnilration, . that
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nothing in Nature can be more fine. The
whole Dilpute is too long to be here infer-
red, and too good to be cramp'd into an im-
perfect Abridgement, for the Soul of die Ar-
gument fpreads it feif through every line,
and is all in all, and all in every part; lo tliac
would do the Author of that incomparable
piece, whom | honour, a great deal of Iri-
juftice, by giving fb ill a Reprefentation of
his Performance: And | am fenlible 1 Ihall
fcarce meric Pardon of him for whac | have
attempted in this kind above,cherefore | muft
defire the Reader not to make a Judgment
ofthe force of this Authors Aigumenr, by
what | have produced, fince | only aimed to
give fuch a View of them, as might invite
thofe that ihould chance to lee this rough
Draught, to confiilt the Oiiginial, where they
will find them in their Life, and Perfection:
And | am pretty confident, that what | have
inleitcd, contains Ib much of its primitive
Beauty, asto provoke an Ingenious Curiofity
to purliie the end I propofed. But farther
to enflamc his Dcfire, | lhall give fome of
thole profound, and invincible Reafons
that Dilcourfe | mentioned in the fifth Sup-
plement contains.

Some men are of opinion, that thereisno
Science, worth ftudying, or at leaft fatisfa-
dory, but the Mathematics, becaufe they car-
ry liich a vilible demonftration along with
them, in all their parts, that the Mind refts
fatisfied in the Truth, and Certainty of the
Dperation it has employed itlelf about.
I will agree with them, that there is no
greater, or more realonablc Inducements to
read, orftudy, than E™ndence, and (ligh pro-
bability of arriving ar Truth, elle we wander
in the dark, and Ipend our time in the pur-
ftut of Shadows; and thereloro | muft re-
commend this Difpute to the perul.'d of eve-
ry one that loves to converfe with Demorfira'
tion in Argument, fince there is nothing in
the Mathematical Arcs fo/cZ/eWe?;?, as this
(out of many) — //"NecelEty excujes external
Punifiments ( for that is the aim ofthe Propo-
nents Arguments) what did Chrift Ayefor ?
what Jufiice dtd hefatisfic ? what Benefits did
he obtain ? not the prejtrving m from eternal
Death } for the Quarifi fays, there's nofuch
thing, Neceffity takes it away. Notfavtng tts
fro?n temporal Death, for that we all Juffer.
Not from other temporal Puntfijments; for he owns
the Good have them rather more than others. Is
he a Saviour, to fave usfrom nothing? It cant
befrom our Sins, becauje they are neceiluated ;
nor from the Dtvil, becaufe

Ged has delivered us up  * Firthat sf the tic

: cffh cf
to him, that he may (_:ompel thiy%ariji,s Anitdint
us to MU, norto bring us Arptnunis cti-ftle

Nu:n. i6, to24. 9 the
Sppienunt to the Fifth
Sotm;, a-d this writ
hi every clear.

to Heaven , fince according
to him all mufi go thither,
nay, Judas, and all; nay,
there's noother placefor them
togo to, and therefore they
cant miJSit. And how, 1 would fain knew,
doss tifts manifefi Gos*s Wifdom, in tbs death of
his SON,whtn at this rate it undeniably follows,

that
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that he died for nothing atall? Tho this bs
enough to mew, that what I have (aid is not
without juft caufe, yet | cannot but add ano*
ther from the fame Difcourfe, it containing (b
much of Wit, as well as Solidity,and Reafon.

: y j conclude ffays the Qu”rift) Mans
ways to be not of himfelf, whereby | deny $ttt'
InUi, I can then the more eafily forgive nay®
IONC the wor(i of my Ensmies. *------ But (re-
‘ plies the incomparable Author) he might as
“ well talk of a couple of Clocks™loving, and
" forgiving one another j theyare all wound
“up, and muft ftrike on without
"any Choice of their own ; they can neither
‘ hate, nor love™ according to his Notion, but
' are determined, or neceffitated to do either.
------ Does not the DoSlrin e/JfITCMUIIU (per-
fifts theQusrift) fet men together by the Ears ?
day, Perjecution it felf has ajhare in it, by per-

ading us,ttbat luaps H Ittu tiem=

1which makes it the more di“*cult to par®
don them ? This is fo ridiculous an Argu-
ment, efpecially for liim to advance, that
holds the necgjftty of all our “lbHons, that the
Author with a great deal of Juftice prefTcs it
dole to him, in tire moft (enlible part ofmen
of his Principle, I mean his temporal Inte-
reft.

— — Why there's no helpfor't — (replies
this Author) fo the World will fiill believe,
and many a poor Pickpocket mufi fuffer for't®
wbofe Hand Fateihufed into bis Neighbor's
Purfe, and Neck in the Noo(e, before he was
aware ofit; nay,fo necelTarily,/o irrefiftably,
1that it is the highe™ Folly in the World for him
tofeek to avoid it. However™would the Quarifi
himfelf but live up to this noble Principle, he
would undoubtedly have all the Shop lifts in
Town bis Cuftomers, when at home, andall the
Gentlemen of the Road bis Attendants when
abroad; for be could not in Confcience profecute
them, and have them bang'd for robbing him,
which they could no more avoid, than be bein®
roFd, But, itfeems, he'syet to learn, that there
is Charity even w Juftice, and that the Divine
Being himfelf, as one of the Fathers (ays, is as
merciful in building a Hell, as in framing a
Heaven,

Here | cannot omit the Millenium, Volume
the Fourth, Num. 6. tho | can fay no more
of it, but that it was done by the fame
Hand, and by confequence the Syirit, and
Life, which abounds in this | have touched
upon, will be found in that Queftion ; and
this | can affure the Reader, he will find no
fmall Pieafure in the perufal of it, there is
fuch a clearns’Sof Thought, and Expreftion,
as well asgreatnefs of Learning, and Reafon,
for he proves it from many places of Scri-
pture, as well as the Teftimony of the moft
ancient of the Fathers, that is of the firft,
and fecond Century, as Papias, Juftin Mar-
tyr, Pol/carj), Clemens, and afterward Iraneus,
LaSlantius, TertuUian, Methodius, and ftill lo-
wer, St. Cyprian, Nepos, ApoUinarius, Not
that the words of all thefe Fathers are quoted
in the Mercury, which would take up a
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whole Volume, as the Author obferves, but
he affirms them to be of the fame Opinion as
yujiin Martyr, and Methodius whole words
he infercs.

I would aKb recommend thofe that are
curious in Controverfial Divinity, to perufe
what another Member of this Society has
performed agamic the Aaabapttfis proving/»-
fant Bayttim, by the holy Scriptures, and
pi imicive pra(SHce of the Church, beyond the
weak, and ridiculous Efforts of his Adverfa-
ries toanfwer. Fora confirmation ofvvhac
I here avow,con(ult the fourteenth Mercury
of the fourth Volume, the eighteenth of the
fame Volume, and the laft twelve Numbers
of the fifth Volume, where you'l find con-
firm'd what 1 have faid, that this Society is
compofed of men of fuch general Learning,
that each could finilh the mighty Task alone j
for tills Controverfie was carried on by the
fame who firft began this Noble Dtjign, and
this | hope will prevent the Enemies of tliis
Society from charging me with Flattery, when
1 fliew fuch weighty Grounds tor what |
(ay.

Tho* this be an Age that delights not
much in Accounts of tliis nature, relating
to Religion, yeti muft Ib tar rrefpals upon
the as to add a word, or two, on
their pratlkal Divinity, for there is noci a
greater Vein of Piety runs through all their
Writings than in all their Atftions, and their
Endeavours to render other mens aftions of
the like Perfedlion: And this will appear from
their Mercuries, which endeavoured with
Reafon,and Argument to fecond the Com-
mands eff the Government in the leveral ad-
mirable Papers which treat of the prejent de-
figned Reformation; as Numb. 2. of the ad
Volume j where not only the reafonablencis
of bringing fuch tiReformation about is clear'd,
but alio Methods propoled for the better ef-
fe<3ing it: Though | believe neither they,
nor indeed the Government, did ever imagine
to bring it to that Perfetftion, that it Ihould
affedt all Degrees, Sefls, and Principles, for
that is a moral ImpoftibiliJ}, yet they had
reafon to think it would have that Awe upon
moft, that the Pious would not meet with
fuch frequent, and open Obje”L of Debau-
chery, and Propbanengjl, and that is as much
Comfort to a Good man, as to a man of
Sence to have a Fool filenced by Authority,
who elfe would be continually prating. |
know fcveral have objed:ed, chat putting the
Laws in executing againfi Debauchery, would
but encreafe the number of Hypocrites, but I
Ihall not fear to anfwer, that Hypocrific icfelf
Is better than Scandal, tliat being but a pri-
vate and particular I, this general, that by
borrowing the Face, and ofitward form of
Virtue (and by conlequence) makes fobme At-
tonement for its private Ills, by giving a
(leeming at leaft) good Example; whereas
Scandal, familiarijes <HfCC to every one, and
Imakes all appearances of (HfttUC ridicu-
ous.

What
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What can be more conducive to the gene-
ral pratflice of Virtue than an able Affiftance
@O thofe SinnerSj who have a defire to be
converted, but are with-held by the Tyranny
ofan habitual which perhaps, as it is the
greatert Objjacle to molt of our pious Inten-
tions, and the molt difficult to overcome, lo
It bears down the good Relblutions ot molt
men. Any one that has ever read Sc. Anb-
Jlin*s Confefions, will eafily perceive (if he be
fo happy to be free from perlbnal Experi-
ence) how a Habit cloggs the Soul} and pniom
in Wings, that it may not fly toward its Di-
vine Creator, by the help of long abdica-
ted Virtue. Oh how often did it tugg, and
pull back St. Aujlin, with a thoufand world-
ly Confiderations / How did it lay ‘Open all
its gilded Baits, and Itruggle for a long time
with the powerful Grace which God lent to
his affiftance ! But as there is no corporeal
Difeafe (if we believe Ibme learned men)
for which Nature has not provided a Cure,
fo much left is there any fpiricual Malady,
for which God has not provided an abun-
dantRemedy, which our Ipiritual Phyficians
(at leaft thofe that value their Duty, and
know the Obligation of their Character) ap-
ply to us as our feveral Diftempers require.
This the dtljcitian ©0CICtp have done
moft admirably well in this difficult point of
IpatUtSi* Firftj in difeovering what a Ha-
bit is; and next, that it may be overcome,
and laftly, the beft Methods todoit: For
the firft two | referr the Reader to the firft
Number of the third Volume, and fhall
here only hint upon fome of the Heads of
the laft 5 as--—---- An Habit alwaies has its con-
trary, and may be broke by the ufe of thofe Me-
thods which confiitute its Contrary, or by remo-
'ving the Occajions by which it U encreafed and
continued. As for example; * A Fire is ex-
‘ cinguiflied by Water,or by not fiipplyingic
with Fuel; for DrmkcnnelS, Whoring,otUn-
~clcannef, &c. the Cure is by pracftifmg the
‘ confticutive parts of Temperance, and Cha-
ftity 5 orelle by flying Occafions, in thele
' calcs the Parthian Difcipline is beft, Over-
' ceme by flying; other Remedies are prelcri-
‘ bed in the lame place, as communicating
‘ ones Failings to a Friend, Specially a Di-
‘ vine, whole Advice, and Prayers may not a
‘ little affift: And here the prefcripcions muft
~he oblerved unfeignedly, and not uled as
*fome do thofe of Dofiors, flinging them
" away,tho they pretend to have taken them,
‘ fince in fpiritual Sicknefl, without taking the
‘ Medicine, there can be no Cure. As great
‘ a Step ascan be made in this Affair, is to
‘get a true-informed judgment, the AE£t of
" knowing things as they really are in thehr own
" Nature, and the bufinefl is almofl done to their
' Hands.

This | have infifted the more upon, be-
caufeicis of general ufe, and therefore, |
hope, thofe who have adelire to take to the
Paths of Virtue from a Habit of Vice, will
confult the Mercury | have quoted, which will
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not a little contribute to their Ealc and Satis-
fatftion.

Next to Divinity | fliall place Pbilofothy,
as approaching next in Dignity. Here their
Performances have been no Ids extraordina-
ry™ as will appear from the beginning of
their Undertaking, where the moft difficult,
and fiiblime things have met with a Relolu-
tion. In the very™firft Mercury wve find no
lefs than the nernity ofthe Soul decided, &c.
in the fecond, the caufe of the Sea”outs given,
and the caufe offaline equality of the Sea, ”~c.
In the third, even the caufe of the ebbing and
flowing ofthe Sea.

This is a Quefiion which has given a
great deal of Fatigue to the Learned of all
Ages, and feme will have ir, that Arifiotle
died with Grief, becaufe he could not find it
out, others, that he flung himfelf into the
Sea, fayingy * If | cannot under-
fland thee, thoujhalt contain we.
The Opinions of i: were as nn-
merous as the Philofbphers that
handled it; to omit the reft, Plato held, that
the Flux and Reflux proceeded from certain
Gulphs in the bottom of the Sea, which like

fuck'd In the Water firft, and then
fpouced it out again. ApoUinas Tyantus (who
was cxcreamly well skilled in Splits, if we
believe Philofiratus, in the Life ofthat Philo-
fopher) will needs have it, that certain Spi-
rits, at the bottom of the vaft Deep, are con-
tinually puffing, and blowing, which gives
motion to the Waves, and caufes the ebbing,
and flowing. Others held, that there were
fome Fires under the Waves, which made it
boil like a Pot, and that when that Fire
went out, the Sea ebb'd. Some of equal
Abfurdity, chink the Sea to be (or rather
contain) agreat Animal, and that as it turns,
and moves from fide to fide, it caufes the eb-
bing and flowing. There have not been a
few that have held the Moon to be the effi-
cient caufe ol this Motion: Others (among
which number, if I miltake not, Galila:fs is

*Sinonpef-
tclplz.-'-

Chicl) are of opinion, that the Sun, as it
gives Motion to the ocher parts of

the * World, caufes this Revolu- *Dans
tion of the Waters, tho* they be Z I*

but a part of that Globe wo call

the Earth, and therefore would nor be fuppo-
fod to have a difterenr, or at leaft a peculiar
motion to thcmjdvesftom the fame Caufe,fiip-
pofing that the Syfiem of Copernicus is true of
the diurnal Motion ofthe Earth.

There isanother Opinion built upon this
Syftewe, which is this; That the diurnal Re-
volution of Kht Earth, upon its own AXis\i
the only caufe of the Flux, and Reflux of
the Sea ; for as other Waters, chat are con-
veyed in Pipes, will rife to as great a height
as the place from whence they firft defeend ;
fo thefe of the Sea, upon the defoent (if we
can term any part of chat Motion fo, which
has an equal reference to, and diftance from
theCcnter)of the Earth flow down, zs far

as
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as the Shore permits, but being there ftop*d,
rebound up again as much the other way;
which is theebb, and flowing. Bat thisis no
lefs abfurd than any of the rcff I have inler-
ted ; for, firB, if this were the caufe, there
could be no fuch variety of Tides, asis well
known, fince the Earth turns upon its own
Axis, in an equal (pace of time, as well as
witli an equal, even, and conftant motion,
without any rub: So chat we are to leek in
the moft difficult part of this wonderfulmo-
tion ilill: For, How comes it to pals, that
the Tide flows Ibme fathoms more in lome
places than in others, and that conftantly,
and therefore not caus’d by any accidental
Wind driving in upon that Shore ? But
there remains, as great a difficulty as to the
caule of the (even times flowing of the £»ri*
in a day. Laftly, if there be luch a de-
Icent in the motion ofthe Earth, asto make
the Waters fall down to the brim, as I may
call it, then by the fame Rule, they would
fall out when that part of the Globe came,
to be perpendicular downward ; for, ifthere
be a defcent, there mult be a loweft part of
that delcenc, and tlien what | have urgd
would infallibly follow. "Twould beendlefs
to run through a// the Abfurdicies of this lalt,
as well as tlwle of the other opinions | have
related, which might well follow, when they
never confidered all the Confluences ofthe
Dodtrin they advanc’d. The in
their third Mercury, decides the Queltion
with moie Reafon, and Certainty, in this
manner.--------- ‘ What is the reafon of the
" Suns motion, but the necefTary Law ofthe
' Creationy or the firft-eftabliflvd Order ofNa-
*ture ? For, had the Sun been fixt in any
* one part of the Element, the oppofice part
" of the Earth would have been burnt up,
*and all the reft frozen, and confequently
*the whole Globe of Earth rendered unca-
* pable of frudifying. And as the motion of
‘ the Sun was necelTary in the Order of Na-
" ture, for all chofe Beings that depend upon
f it, 16 it was equally necelTary that the Sea
‘ fhould have a particular Commijjion, or Or-
‘ der, from its Creator (the only efficient
' Caufe) for a FluXj and RefluxjeUe it would
‘ have Itagnated, and corrupted, and by
‘ confequence unfit for Procreation of Fifljes,
* and Navigation.® For the Objedions which
are or can be railed againft this, confult the
Mercuryy and there you will find them anfwe*
red to your full latisfadion.

But if you require Tome more immediate
caufe of this Motion of the Waves, Vol. vy.
Numb. 6, Quelh 2, referrs you to an inge-
nious Book, writ by a Member of the ~0*
CtCtP> called. The Vifions ofSouls before they en-
ter into the Body; and in the 2jd Dialogue
of chat Book you will find your Curiofity
anlwcrcd in a moft witty and furprizing
manner, | muft needsfay, the whole Book
is an extraordinary Piece of refined Notions,
entertaining JVit, and greaty and well-digefied
Learningy and indeed, coo much above the
Capacities of molt of our Englilh Readers, to
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fell well; for if it were but underftood,! am
confident; nothing chat this Age has produ-
ced would be more grateful to the Curious:
And ifit were tranflated into French, that
Nation would value it,andbe renfible,thac the
Eng/ijh had asnoble,and fpeculative a Genius,
as any of them ; but the Humour of moft
men, and lome that pretend a little to fence,
Is to give cenfure of.athing according to the
Vogue, tho’' they never law it themfclves,
tho’ perhaps fas | am fure in this cafe'eis true)
that proceeded from the Ignorant, (which
being the more numerous, make up the Cry)
or thole at leaft who did not underftand
it.

But what can be more fine than their Di*
fcourfe upon Individuation : A point con-
fels'd by the great Mr. Boyl (as they obferve)
of the moft niccy and dififcult nature. | fhall
cranlcribe it, becaule there can be no Abre-
viacion fo well done, but it muft be an Injury
to its Excellence.

The Queftion Is this:
iiiHuation, or wherein confifis the Individua-
hility of a thing

--------- “ It may n’c be improper (purfues
'the Author, for | omic the Preface of it,
" whichisa kind of an Apology, becaufe I
" think it needs none) to run through the
" different Orders of vifible BcingSy and fearch
" them all for a diftin<fter Idea of it [than the
' Schools afford. ] To begin with thofe Spe-
' cies of Body, which are not properly orga-
''nizd, and have neither Life, nor Senle, as
' Stones, Metals, d~c. in thde Individuation
' feems to confift in nothing but greater, or
" leffer: Take the !e6 part of a Stone away,
" you may ftill call it the fame Scone ; Like
‘ an equal part with the Remains, that Indh
‘ viduation ceafes, and they are two new In-
" dividuals; Divide a Stone, &c. as long as
" you plcafe, every part of it will be a Stone
" ftill, another individual Stone, as much as
" any in the Mountains, or Quarry 'ewas firft
‘ cut out of, even tho' reduc’d to the mimiceft
.Sand, or, ifpoflible, achoiifand times lels.
‘But when we take one ftep farther, and
‘ proceed a degree higher, to the Vegetable
" Kingdom, the Cafe is far otherwife, and in-
‘ deed Nature feems to be ftill more diftinA,
"and as it were careful in its Individuation,
' the higher it riles, till at laft it brings us to
" that great craiirceiuiEntaijiuiiijituiai,
' — the only proper uncompounded Efience, —
~the One God bleffed for ever. To return
' to Plants, — their Individuation confifts in
" their lingular form, contexture, and order of
" their Parts, whereby they a™c difpofed
'for thofe ufes to which Nature has de-
' figned them, and by which they receive
" and maintain their Beings. For example,
"a Tree, from whence tho you cake the
‘ Branches, it grows, receives Nourifhment
" from the Earth, maintains itldf, and is ftill
"a Tree j which the pans thereof are not,
" when feparated from the reft ; for we-can'c
' fay e’ery part ofaTree isa Tree, aswe can
' of a Stone, e’ery part of a Stone s ftill a

G *Stone
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“ Scone. But now, if this Tree be

cloven in two, or more pieces, or felfd by
‘ the Roots, this Contexture™ or orMrly Rejpe”
‘ of the Parts each to other, ceafes; its Ejjence
Nas a Tree is deftroy*d, its Individuation peri-
<files, and 'tis no more a Tree, but a Stump,,
‘ or apiece, or pieces of Timber. Let's pro*
‘ ceed a degree higher to meerly finjihle Crea-
1 tures.,, wlio are not fo immediately depen-
‘ ding on Earth, the common Mother, as
*Plants, nor rooted to ir, and as ic were a
‘ part of it, as they arc,but walk about, have,
“in refpS(3 of that, m Independent Exigence,
“and are a fort of World? by themlelves:
‘“ And here the Individuation confifts in
‘ fiich a particular Contexture of their Ef
*fentid Parts, and their relation one
‘ toward another, as enables them to exert,
‘ the Operations of the fenfible, or ani*
‘ mal Lite. Thus cut otF the Leggs, or any
‘ other parts of an Animal, 'tis the fame Ani-
<mal ftill; but cut off its Head, or take away
(its Life, and 'tis no longer that individual
t Animal, but a mesr Carcafs, and wii) by
t degrees rclblve into common matter artin,
, or rather be tranfmigrated into tome ‘' her
tform. To afeend now to the h .." -il: Rink
t ofvifible Beingsy the Rational; ti L /h" «"i-
<ation of Man appears to ug, to cc u in
t the Union of that thinking Subfiance, wvi.*.
cwe call the Rational Soul, with any conve-
cnient Portion of fitly organized Matter, we
s hope ’tis no to alTert, that Any Lfr;j-
c on of Matter duly qualified, and uniicL. o
<the Soul by fuch a Union, as we expe*
«rience, tho' we cannot well explain, is im-
¢ mediately individuated by it, and together
( with that Soul, makesa Man t So thatifit
t were poflible for one Soul to be cloathed
i over and over, at different times, with all
« the Matter in tlie Univerfe, it would in all
«thofe diflinft fhapes be the IkmQ Individual
e Mats. Nor can a man be fuppofed, in this
«cafe, to differ more from iiimlclfthan he
«does when he’s an Infant, and jud paft an
« Embrio from hinsfelf, when of Adult, or de-
‘ crepit Age, he hiving in that line changed
“ his Portion of Matter over, and over; has
‘ been fat, and lean, fick, and well, loff by
‘ Bleeding, Excrement, Perfpiration, &c.
‘gained again by Aliment, and perhaps not
‘ one Particle, or bat very few of the Firfi
‘ Matter, which he cook from his Parents,
- and brought with him into the World, now
*remaining.

How noble,and how abflrufe a Qtieftion is
here handled with the greateft Brevity and
Perfpicui'y in the World ! How knotty a
Point rcnderM eafie to any tolerable Under*
Landing, wiiliout loling one jott of its maje-
Ly or piofoundneis |

Heie i (houid add that admirable deferta*
ti.in of the naru;c olOpiuw, Vol. 6, Num. 4,
Queit. 4. dofie by the Pbyfician, and that of
the fam’d Tali/mavical Science, Num. 7,
Vol 5, and of Specific Remedy™ and allb the
I"ithons about leveral indifferent Matters j
Hate cf the AngelsySchiftn Equivo,cal Generation
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monfiers, Transfufim of Blood, Mufcular Motion
in Lunatics, Mutation, Circulation, and
Cation. And the rirft Queftion ofthe 9th
Mercury of the 5th Volume, about BailU
jddtioOUi all incomparably and concifely
done by the lame hand; but that | have al-
ready tranfgreffed my Bounds, and | fiiould
injure thefe excellent Performances by abre-
yiatifig them, that of not be-
ing capable of being made one fingle word
Iborter chan it is in the Mercury,

Tho* 'tis impoflible for me to run through
all thofe Queftions in Philofophy, which this
Learned,and Ingemous Society have handled with
equal Excellence, yet | cannot but recom-
mend the feveral Difeourfes relating to the
0 OtU of Man: for in their Volumes alrea-
dy publifidd, they have difeuffed all that can
any way relate to ir. The Quarries | fhall
here inferr, which, I queftion not, will invite
e'ery curious Enquirer to confulc the An-
fwers, which are extraordinary.

I. IFhether the Soul be eternal, orpE”exi-

(kentfrem the Creation, or contemporary -witbits
Embrio.

c Sivre*’ ?™Nisisvery

See <Numb.i.>N.6,i2,>wellan-
AQuairy 2.2Q. r,ywered.

Tranjmigration ofSouls.® V. Jj,

Q
is the SoulJubjeH to Vaffm h
N .s Q9

h . art the Souls of Brutes ?
9.

j. muhe; the Soul of Man knows aU things
to come, but ss.i-.frd ty the dulnefi of boMy
Organs | I. N.2/~ Q”io.

6. In what condi-i1 1- :ke Soul of an Infant,
as to its natural Faci™i est and ovhat fort of
Thoughts of the things it hc@® and hears, may it
be fuppofd to have}------- -V.i.N.z. Q_l2.

7. Whether Souls feparated by Death fromtbe
Body, retain their Inviduation, or are all turn'd
into one common foul ?---- - Ibid. Qj_i 2.

8. In what part of the Body isthe Soul 7
y.2.N.i.Q. 13. &N.7.Q.2. &N .29.
QM.

9. Whtit dtfeSi is there in the StaU of Perfmi
born Naturals ?------ V.2.N. 2. 0™,

10. What are we to think ofthe Defimtsen of

the Soul------ thatit isthe * ftrft
A”t ofan Organical Body ha- argamd,
ving Life in Power?-— -V.2. /XS"""
N.2.Q_7.

11.  Whether Women have any Souls

V.2.N. Qj_ii. To wliich I join thisj Is
the Soul of Woman infersour to the Soulof Man ?
If fo. will that juperiority continue eternally™
--------- V. *"N. 3.Q.2. n

12. Whether the immortal Soul was breathed
into Adam with the Animal, or, before, or after ?

-V. 2. N. 5. 0"17.

1 5. Ufon a bare relation ofany thing, an Idea
of the thing related is at thefame time reprefented
tothe Imagination,but when hejpeak of God or the
Soul, we have noneat all. - The reafen of
fkis,? "">V.2.N. 7. Q; 0.

14, Whe-
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14. Whether our Sculs™ going out of our Bo-
dies, p o tato my local circxmfmptihk piece;

cr whether they eflUme certain Vehicles, crjj .
ttle Bcdtes  retetntng the fense charecherting

Vrktaj" o>
15. Whe~r the fepereted Seals hetse any
M dgeefA ffetrs tn this Werld, e”c. Ibid.

16. Whether fepereted Seels knew me ano-
ther, fince they be-vcf net the Organs ef Seetng
HearLg, Speech. lbid. A

17. m le doSeals go smwedietely_on their

leperatien from the Bedy i Ibid. & 8
and V. 3!N. af. Q”y.and V.4. N .lo.Q .r;
N\

V.2.N.7.Q 10.
. tz. mether ha, a Men three Souls, or no.
viz. the Supream, swhich they call the Mind ;

the Senfitive, wh.ch they cell an Image and
Rational, which lies, andkmtts the ofhel two

only

20. Hew are 7e to underftand the Un.en of
the Soul and Body, ftneo the Soul ts pure tmmii
tenal Subfiance, and the Body a grofi organicd

Suhfiance? lbid. Q 12. & Vol. 3. k I¥
Q IlI. IT.

Whether the Soul of Men h- a Treduat-

iz

tT 2 — 77Lz:thIzth’\

22. Whether all Souls are eSJuaIIy happy »
Heaven? V.3.N.8.Q .f.

N AN IVhothrtht%oul(™ a Child that dtes after

24. mother the Souls offtudietu andleamed
men are m»e ptrfea in the World to come than
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man of S««, and Rm/w, fhould be taken up
with no higher Contemplation, than the con-
tinual view of the lighter Periorniances ot
Wtt This | mult inform thele Gentlemen,
that they’l (eUom find any oi'ihfiQ eafier EI-
ays ofthis 0aCietP without a jult mixture
of Ltarninzy lor chat is fo much a !l art ol
them, that it gives a lafting Beauty to their
very Dlvcrfions. | fliall inllance in one par-
ticular, which Ibme (I am pretty lure with-
out confideration) have been plealed to exer-
cile their unintelligible 1 alent of Banter upon,
1 mean the Anlwecr to this Quary ; Whether
ifieafi have Sitfigs, or whether theyjack or bite
when they draw Blood from the Body ? This
Qutcry™ wc may lee by the Author, was lent

one of the fair Sex, and the Relolutionis
compos’'d not only of true Wit, a\\ thQ Smiles
being ex re nata™ not dragg d fiom all the cor-
ners of the Univerle, to be cramm’d in by
Hoad, and Shoulders, as thofe of fome rnen
are. who have not gain’d a little Reputation
by them, but allb of a ciuious enquiry into
the form, and parts of that little, and dome-
ftic Animal, which tho; lo common, yet ot
Ib wonderful a compoliire. This 1 find the
firft Qaary of the lych Number of the firft
Volume 5 which if any true Judge of Wic
will conlult, I giicftion not but he will with a
great deal of readincls liiblcnbe to what |
have laid ofit, and only blame me for the
Modefty of my Expreffion. In the very
next Mercury you will meet with a no lefs
entertaining Dilcourle on this Qu”cry; Whe-
ther 'Beau'ti? bereal, imaginavp f The
Qusry is nice, but the Anlwer is incompa-
rably fine. Farther, let the Reader perufe
the third, the thirteenth, the fifteenth, and fix-
teench Numbers of the lecond Volume: The
Subject of the two laft | cannot pafs over in
filencc. (i.) Whethtr it be lawfulfor a young
Lady tofray for a Husband? {z.) A Lady de-
fires to know whenJhe Jhall have a Husband.
C;.) Is it better to live fingUy or marry ? are
the three Quarles proposd in the fifteenth
Number, which are anfwered with that In-
genuity, and Realbn, (an Ingredient leldom
found in the Gadymoferies our Scnblers gene-
rally drefs out for public view) thatit cannot
but bring the excreameft fatisfadion to any
one chat pretends with any Julticc to value
himlelf as a man of Wic, and Sence. The
firll Qaepon of the fixccench Number | Jhall
fay IK) more of, but that the Reader may
lee, that as it is of the fame nature with the
firll in the former Number, fb it appears to
confejS the fame Authors. See farther in this
kind Num. 4. and the 15th of the third Vol.
andNum. & i;chol the fourth Volume;
and Icveral places I have omitted ineach Vo-

nie. ) ) T |t

In the fifth, and fixth Volumes | find the
@o0cCiCtp endeavouring a farther diverfimoi
Che y/itty, by (cveral Elfays in Poetry”™ in an-
fwer to Quartes lent them in Rhime; this
being indeed the necelTary refult of their firfe
Promifes, ofanfwering all manner of Quefii-

ens. In this, as well as infallithem ether Perr
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formances, the 0qCiCtP propofe to them-
(elves the “rvice of Religion™ and | hope the
Wits will not wholy condemn them for pre-
tending to Poetryi and Piety at once, fince tho'
fAarles hasfcandalizld Devotion with wretched
ytrje” yet BeaumonPs Pjyce, &c. that admira-
ble Poem Spencers Fary Queenf deiigned an
Encomium on all the noble train of Virtues"
the Steps to the Temple, and other Verfes of
Crajhaw, who was commended by the in-
comparable Cowly ; nay, the Plaguesof Eppt,
the Paraphrafe on Ifaiab, and other Pinda-
rics of Cowly himlelf fliew, that Poetry is
never |Ib elevated, and fine, as when em-
ployed on Subje”s of that nature: Nay,
Firtue is fo far from net being the proper
Subjed of PoetryyhAt nothing elle, indeed, is:
For, if we believe the bell of Poets, and Cri-
tics, and examin the Rules laid down by
them for both Dramatic, and Epic Poefe, we
Ihall find, that the aim, and end of the firfi,
Is to reward Virtue, and punilh Vice; and
the hufinef of the latter is, not only to idraw
its CharaHers truly virtuous, but to make
them luccelsful, as the Piety of *neas (and
moll, if not all of his Trojan Companions) in
Virgil, of Godfrey of Bui * et

loign, Tancred, and ™ Ri- RmaFg
naido, &c. in Tajfo, of
David, fonathan, ~c. in
Cowly, may latisfie : So
that | have realbn to
conclude, that that Poet,
who pretends to write

o L . A .
Without this Aim, is ei-
ther ignorant in his Art,
or guilty of perverting
itsfacred Laws. All this
being thus evident, the more equal Readers
will, | queftion not, be very well pleas'd,
when they lee this *"OCtCtP in their Poeti-
cal Mercuries, in lofty Numbers prefenting a
formal CfiaUcnge to Oicc; and as two
Oppofites are bell diftinguiflid when let to-
gether, fo here a in one Column, and
its contrary (UIttUC in another, mull render
the firft as odious, as it really is, and en-
haunce, if not the Beauty, yet the Efieem of
the latter. To perform this with the more
force, and majefty, the SOCIETY have,
with a great deal of Realbn, made choice of
Spencer% Stan-"a; This new Proje”™ for the
promotion of Religion is confin'd only to
one Virtue, and one Viceat a time, that the
other halfof the Paper may be free to an-
Iwer fuch Quarries that are lent them in
Verfe,as lhall any way meric to be taken no-
tice of.

Before 1dilmifs this point, | think my lelf
obliged to make fome Remarks on the
Poetry this *OCIftP have already gratified
the World withal, becaule Ibmc, that with
no little Ardour afpire to the name ofCri-
tics, have been plealed to pals none of the
moft favourable Judgments upon it: | con-
tefs indeed thele Sparks are not fo kind, asto
give us any Realbn for their Procedure in
this Affair, or to difeover thofe Defers they

have

nlnglhe

dns,Ju

ftific my placinghim in
Number,

E’h@fm
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have found out, fuppofing that their Arbitrary
Sentence is fufficient to prove a Guilt; per-
haps that may be of great value with thole
who blindly depend upon their Judgment,
but we that are fb arogant to believe an ipfe
Jixit no proof, muft take the liberty to que-
ftion their DecOon as very partial.

I wifli thde mighty Critics had given
us fome Standard for the Excellence ol Co-
pies of Verles, or had rang'd th)em under
feme of the known Heads, nay tho’ they
had ran as far as the Divifion

f ‘hen | coa-d
With the more eaie have made
an examination of them, and
have obviated thofe Objedions, they had
made, but when Men fpeak at random,
withoutgiving any reafon for what they fay,
it isfufficient to be as pofitive in our denial
as they were in their affirmation, V/j mt, be-
ing as convincing,as it is.

But to fbew the World that | am not a-
fraid to bring the Poetry o( the Society tothe
Tefi™ | Ihall, according to what Standard |
fliall think Jufi (fince they have given me
norie) examine it, with that impartiality
which becomes not only an Hiftorian, buta
Critic, Every one that has ever elTayd any
thing in Verfe cannot but be fenfible of the
difficulryofbringingevery part to that decorum
which is neceflary for the beauty, and per-
fedion of that way of
writing,without which as*
Cwro obierves, thcrc arc
not a few faults break into
Pofie™ as well as Prsfe, What
this necelfary decorum is
may be gatherd partly
from. « Horace in his Art
of Poetry, to avoid Ob-
fcurity, Triflings Bombafiy
meanef both of thought, and expreflion, and
S7e”ed copioufiu”™ which is a fpining out a
Thought into various, and fynonimous Ex-
preffions,and this laft Claudian is very much gi-
ven to,notwithftanding the Charader Scaliger,
gives him,

fiatu Civitatis.

WY quam quid deceat
‘Videre: appel-
lant Grady ms dee”
rum

T I_Llla :
mratione non in
wita, fed fepllpnu in

Poermate, O' Oratime
feecatur.

If we can't find the
guilty of any

of thefe faults I think
(by fo good an Authori-

*—Brevis eje labort
Obfeursufo | feUantem
Uufia nervi D”cimt,
jfnimiq, pnfeffw ~an-

diaturQet.Jeipit mtni ty as Horace) we may
include their Poetry ca-
are cupitrevt frodigali-  VIIi Q at Without any juft
reiion. But I fliall con=
apruti: fine my lelf to one Copy

of Verfes which was writ
to the autijoj Of tlje late Paaocal
AOem, in the firft Mercury of the fifth Vo-
lume, for tho’ the Poetry, they have asyet
publilh’d be not very voluminous, yet the
examination of all wou*d take up more
room than 1 can (pare, and outof oneor
two Examples a Judgment may be made of
the reft. In the loremeniion’d Poem | am
fine there is nothing that falls under any of
thofe Errors | haveletdownj there is a Poeti-

the 2"¥l)enian Sociefp.
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cal genius fliines all through them, the thought
and expreffion admirably match’'d like a
Noble Soul in a beaut™ul Body, nay lbmething
nearer a kin to each other, and nearer ofa
Nature: but before | fay more of them
I'll cranferibe ’'em, which will not I am
fure be ingrateful to the Reader.

Tes—hy each Fountain,Biver*Stream,andGrove,
By all the pleafant Haunts the Mufes Love,

By them themfilves, and great Apollo too,
Tilfwear | hardly love them more than you.
(me fo 2.
Say dear unknown, ufhat is*t that charms
(fiow T
What[ecret Neilar through thy Lines does\
What Deathlefs Beauties™ in thy Garden,
(groiv ?-
Immortal Wit, in Natures eafieft drefs,
A Paradice rais'd in a Wildmiefi.
Tho' harp} thy Subjell, Haggarth and unkind.
And rough, as bitter Blafts of Northern Wind,
Thy divine Sprit, corretls each ruder Jound,
And breaths delicious Zephirs all a-round.
Thus can our Kindred Art, and Painters Care
Make even Storms, look beautiful and fair.
But whilfi I praije, | mup accu/e thee too.
When thou hadfi donefo much, no more to do.
When to the brink of Boyne thy Hero came
Thereto breakoff Chafeof HimandFame.
Where had been Albion now,bad he thus flood.
But floating in another Sea of Blood ?
To leave him when the Floods crept foft along
And Silver Boyne liftned to hear thy Song,
To hear the Naidsfing, what thou do”™ write
As when flse rofe to Jee thy ViQ.Toflgbt:
See him, all o'rt with Springing laurels, fpread
And aUhis Angel Guard around bis Head.
This wields hisflaming Sword— the Rebelsfly °
And That, the fatal Ball futs gently by. *
Which Brittains NZIXm  Jhook to

And trembld at the danger more than He.
This, Iweeteft Bard, hadfl thou poceedingJung
How had the Woods, how had the Valleys
(rung |
And VoWkxo's learned Mufe, who fits above
The Shefherd's admiration, and their Love
Had deign’d thee Smiles, as all the World

nfL r 1 r . gEfteem,
Which dares netfare diflike what pleares him.

What can be more fine, and fweet than
chele Verfes ? What more i*OetICfll *What
more corred ? and if at any other time their
Poetical anfwers come not up to thefe, there
arc feveral reafbns for it. Firft, becaufe
levcral Clerics are lent in Verfe, which wou'd
be more to the purpofe in Proje, for there
are mbjeds not fo proper for Verfe. idly,
Becaufe they defign'’d 'em otherwife,” as for"
example Burle/?uc, as the firit Query of the
lith. Number of the ~th. V*olume, whicli in
irs kind is very witty', and pleafant; and the

h. of the fame Mercury. But then there
are the Anfwer to the Oth. Qacry, and the
Epitbalamium, very fine j and l.aftly, when

H the
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the fubjeia is not fo Noble; as that of this®
which tneiited no lel™ than the Society has
(aid of it. | cannot omit an Epigram |
find in the ph. Number of the yth. Volume,
which is this,

(have p}ou=n,

matever IHUCjS
Thfi W edarejwareybat tljlUC are ~\\thy avn.

| find fcarce one inM-sj-jf/ii comparable to this,
except , Faupcr Cinna vult videriy efi
pauper. hUrttal too often playing upon
words, which tho’ more tolerable in Latin,
than Englifli, yet | cannot bring my Palate
to relith. The Vercues of an Epigram, are,
adilucid Sbortnejsy and an Acumen, whichis
the Soul, Life and Spirit of an Epigram,
without which 'tis fiat, and infipid, nor can
| endure a long Introduction to that, which
lies within the narrow compafs of a word,
or two, the Wit of thefe being not fufficient
to recompence the tedioufnefs of the other,
nor coil’d I 'till | faw this ever with pati'
ence admit of any thing of that kind in
Englijl}.

Upon the whole | think that
Charader which Julim Cafar Scaliger gives

of Clatidian, is'juftly the due of the
_ Poetical Member of this
* nw. 4PINes. 0 aciet * lﬁat
Miim'y fie 11-a great Poet, only s
rmnettmes tk difadvan-
ttiichdit as of being opprefi'd ‘with

S ir S ft tmpoetical suijeffM

eo Calor, culrus mu even then jupplies ivith bis
didj, Nuff/mtm-j- tCfj be is Majrer of (syUp-
fefifi a:cute dicta Datinn;, and a good

Tilty 1 donot im- judgment, bts Ornaments
ﬂc'ﬂan with what ggreeable, hishanguage clzar,
2>

ifticc Ir UM\ES, ;
the Ignoblen™s 0 Ais  and exprejjivey hts ISumbers
Snbjcwhor Avgument  fmootb but not affeSled. bis

Thoughts fall naturaly w,

isHDonthcnoblcft, as
Gds, Plinccs and ovitbout force,

Confiils.
All 1 have to add in this point (becaufe
1 have not room for a long Critical difeourfe
on Poetry) is that they have not only at-
tain’d all the Beauties of Va-je, but have alfo
had in their eye the very end, and aim of
Poetry, which *Horace di-
* I. Au prodife vides into three parts,

himul6” ZiM\e, together: But he concludes
jucuuda diccre ndiu. the *bcft,which

*(Kﬁe tttlk pint- comprizes both the plcafant,

nff-iiit profitable. Some

one of thele ends it not all,

are obfeivablein every Poeti-

cal Mercury 1 have yet leen. In fine, |

think; the opinion of one that was fo much

.1 poet as to be Author of thofe Latin Verfes

in the 13M. Numb, of the 6th. Vol. is a fuffi-

cient delcnce of their Abilities in Poetry,

fince he, that cou'd write fo well muft be a
competent judge.

| fh.all conclude this Iccond Part of this

PartlL

HiBoryy with a defence of their Goniple-
fance for the JfaiC Anfwering their
Queries, which has been extreamly relented
by the IEits, and other Emulators of the
0OcCIl0ot™, who have themfelvesin the 13/
Number of the ~d. Volume, obviated the
main Objedions of thefe Sparks, that hate
the Fair Sex, becaufe they are their flaves
1 believe, and *tis pitty they are not fo ge-
nerous to fet their Names to their Queries,
that the Ladies might know their haters. In
the Mercury | mention’d there is this Query
fent them .------ " Whether it does not weak-
" en the Credit of the Athenian Mercury,that

the Authors of it delcend to fiich a pirty-

ful Employment, as to take notice of Fe-

minine Impertinences To which the Society
anfwer, ' That they are trouhfd vsitb ten,
perhaps an hundred *afC U IfItC 3impeCtfnCn=
CICO for oneifeitlininc* (They might have
added this Query to the Number) Whereas
m the other fide they have Letters from the
Ladies, without the boaftcti Htitiautagesi of
leautfuff, which areof fo great concern, and
carry fo much weight, that they dare not, -with-
out confiderable and ULIjOUQIfjt) at-
tempt their Anjwer. The Society proceeds
farther in the fame Mercury in this manner,
1 --For meddling with Quefiions of
Couttfljlp) ~Md ~atciap 9 we mightjay,
we defign'd thereby to mingle the and
the OtilC* and a little farther*----- But we
[corn to excufe what needs it not, bat rather
oufht to be Gloriedin, fince tbho* feme things of
this nature, may be pUfE ~attet0 Of i~a-
laittrp) yot there art very many Quefiions,
which not only have an influence, on the bappi-
nefs of particular Men, and the peace ~ ~ 0
ttulieO, but e'vn the good, and welfare of
larger 7O CiftIC05 and the whole COItUnOH-
UJfaltlj) which confifis of Families, and fingle
Perjons.

Tho’ thisis fuliicient to Juffifie their an-
fwering the Ladies Queries, to any mode-
rate, and confidering oppofer, yet left the
reft fhou'd imagine that I beg the (Jueftion,
and that | take that for granted,which theyde-
ny. | fhall wave the Word of this Society, that
they have received feveral weighty Queries,
from them, and prove by undeniable Ex-
amples both of the prefent, and the paft
Ages, that the Women have as Nice a lenfe
of things, and as good Judgments too, as
moft Men. Tfis true, that here in England,
the Women are kept from all Learning, as
the prophane Vulgar were of old, from the
Mifteries of the Ancient Religions; and
therefore, arc not generally Ib agreeable, in
Converfation, to Men of Parts, and Sence,
becaufe, a new Drefs, Dance, Play, &c.
isall they can dilcourfe of, tho' this is far
from holding ev*n here in England through
all, for there area great many, who in (pite
of the Tyranny of Cuftom, will fteal fome
Minutes from the Needle, to improve their
Minds, and this Societyy without doubt, will
with their performances envite a great many
more, to the fame, when they fhall fee the

Beauties
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Beauties of Philofbphy, in fb fweec™ and cafie
a Drels, and then their Converfation would
be far more agreeable to the wifer part of the
Worldj than the impertinent Chatt, too ma-
ny Cnot by theirown faults)arenow guilty of.
This is evident to any man, chat has ever
been in Francet and convers'd w/iththe Wo-
men ofthe better quality there, whofe Ap-
prehenfions arc more quick, and difeourfe
upon any Subjedi, or in any Science, 1 will
not except the molt profound parts of Philo-
Ibphy, more a propos, and ingenious, than the
Men ; their Wit, and Notions are indeed
extrcamly furprizing. | am confident, by
the acquaintance 1 have had the honor to
have with Ibme of the Refin'd of that Sex
here, that our Englijlj JVomcn would not be
inferior to them in any qualification of the
Mind, if they were but blefs'd with as happy
an Education: Nay, | am apt to think, they
would as far furpals the French Ladies in
Knowled”, as in Beauty.

The entertaining Notions of Philofopliy,
are not tiie only Subjet”s ofthe Ladies Studies
in France,Madam de Maintenon will prove,thac
the weighty movements of State-affairs are
not above the diredion ofthat Sex: And fhe
that writ the Memoirs of the Court olSpain
fhews, that they are capable of making poli-
tic Obfervations on the niceft Occurrences.
Madam Dacier is an extraordinary Proof, that
the moft crabbed Studies are not look’d into
by them, without the greatefl fucce/s. Her
Endeavours on Plaut»s, Terence, and Horace™
Ihew, that Women are capable of being as
nice, and criticalJudges of Sence, and Lear-
ning, as Men ; nay, thole Elfays | have
mention’d of this French Lady, excel all that
has been done in that kind, particularly all
the Pedantic Laborsof thole plodding
who have publifli'd Notes upon the ClaficAu-
tborsy for the ule of the Dolphin. | am not ig-
norant, that lbme will urge, that /he was be-
holden to her Husband, for thofc upon Ho-
race; yet thele Gentlemen cannot deny, that
VlausSits, and Terence were publi/h’d when /he
was yet Madam la Fevre.

I cannot but mention thtl*dyDonna Oliva
Sahuco, Tcckonsd amongft the greateft Scholars,
/he advancing in her Studies, &c. to the end
Spain, and the whole World might receive
lome Advantage thereby, /he began a new
and mo/l ingenious method of Phyfic ; /he
wrote to the moft auguftP”;//~ 11, toobtain
the eftablilhing of her Followers as the Pub-
lic Phyficians,— ----- >and in her Treadle cal-
led The New Phy/Ic, flie learnedly. Dialogue
wi/e, cen/ures the Phyfic of the Ancients ;
and moft famous Authors have fince laid
claim to many chiugs,boafting them/elvcs the
firft Difeoverers of them, whereof Ihe had
full knowledg, and long before did publilh
them in her learned Books.

For a farther Proof of this point, | Ihall, in
a tew words, touch upon /ome of the emi-
nent Women of Antiquity : | will pals over
the folittc Semiramis, the valiant, and no le/i
politic Thamyru Queen of Scythia, who not
only eng.4ged Cyrm, but overcame him, by

the :ati)entan ,Smdp .

outwitting him, deftroying him by his own
Stratagem. Nor will 1 inftance Sempronia,
mention'd by Sak”, in his Catilines ConJJma’
cy™ as learned, and witty. Nor will | parricu-
larize the fifteen eminent Women, that taught
in the School of Pythagoras. All rh-n will be
neceflary here, will be a IKort enumeration
of the Names of fome of moft Ages,----- as
Magalofirate, a Miftrils wortiiy of Acman a
Lyric Poet, that fiomillpd in the 27th Oi>w-
piade j the often-celebrated Sappho, great in
Lyric, Elegy, and all manner of Poetry in
the 42d Olympiade, witli her Friend Erima,
and contemporary Demophila, Theano” the
W ife of Pythagoras, both a PhilofophreL, and
Poetefs, in the y6th Olympiade; Cleobulina,
about the 70th Olympiade ; Ccrir.na, Telcfiia
Praxilla, betwixt the Battel of Marathon,&r\(X
the Peace of Antalcidas ; Afpafia, between
that Peace, and the taking of Athens by Lj-
fander; Cornificia,among the Sifterto
Cornificius the Poet, in the fecond year ofthe
184th Olympiade; Athenais, afterward Eudoxia,
in the Reign of Theodojins the youngerj and
Vulcheria, Sifter to the fame Tbeodoftm.
Among the modern Italians, Angela, Daugh-
ter to Anthony de Nugarolesj Mode/la, Lucre-
tia, Marinella, who writ a Poem on the AV
hiUty ofWomankind;0/7w;w Clara,Magdahna
Acciaiolia,Valeria Miainia; Anna Maria Schur-
man,A Flemming. T o thele | mightadd ofour
own Nation, in the time of Henry VJII, Sir
Thomas Moor's Daughter, who tranflated fe-
veral of herFather's Latin Works, Mrs. Eli-
zabeth Carew, Mrs. Ann Afeue, Mrs. Elizabeth
Wefion: Nor muft | forget Queen Elizabeth
her left, who was not only a politic but lear-
ned Prince/s; and nearer our own times,
Mrs. Katherine Philips, commended by the
great Cowly ; and of my own knowledg,
Mrs. Bebn, who was not only an excellent
Poete/s, but difcourled very refinedly on any
Subje<ft that came in her way. | could
name another that furpalTes all the/e, if |
feared not to offend lier Modefty, by publi-
ftiing her name.

This is enough to latisfic the World, that
the Society have advanced nothing but
Truth in that Affirmation before quoted,
and therefore, that their deference to the
fair Sex merits not that Condemnation /bmc
of the moro/er part of the Town are plea-
led to give them. Nor is it at all derogato-
ry to the Reputation of a Philofopher, to
meddle with QueJHons of Love, fince the
contemplative, and refin'd Plato, and Socrates
(to omit other Philo/ophcrs) have writ Ib
many loft things on that Subjetft, chat Maxi-
musTyrim”™ no Irnall Admirer of Plato, lays,
* That heisamaz'd, tofind Plato,

and Socrates bantthing Homer  * Menonad
out oftbesr atiesyfor contasning

Itgbt, and amorous things, when

tbey themfelves have writ far more %0

lig])taw amo?auflp* OTerum,  d-
vitatibm fuis

tam[evia, & IEfciviafcrri eret <’\rc.------5a-r%rre mﬂ[gd pod,
cr PHg, cr Leviera Hngt ipfi frip.

Yet
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Yet I find this not objeded by any of the
Oppofers of thefe Philofophers, as a Crime,
or Defeft, they being only here condemn’d
by Tyrtufy becaide they foibid the reading of
Homer, for what they thought fitto mingle in
their own Works.

This ~ort Vieiv of their Performaaces makes
it evident, what Advantage the Public will
reap from their Endeavours, and how much
Knowledg will be in a little time improv'd :
For, as they very modeftly exprefsit, a dif-
fufing that Knowledg to many, which is al-
ready familiar to the Learned, is an improve-
mentofit. | will produce their own words,
being a very moderate, and much too civil
Anfwer, which they give to a very concei-
ted, and impertinent Quxrilt. The Qiia:ry
isthis;------ JVbyyou firetend to fuch Jirange
things, and yet in efieSI tell the World no more
than "wbat we all know already ?

This Qiisery, Ib worthy of Contempt,
and Laughter, deferv'’d no other Anfwer
than Silence ; but after they had wittily
rally’d it, they give a ferious Return with a
great deal of Ingenuity, atid Modefiy even to
a Fault, degrading both their Indufiry, and
Abilities, in terming what they do as a Re-
prefentation of other mens Thoughts, and
that all the improvement they make, is only
the communicating them to thole that knew
'em not before. But | wrong them in not
tranferibing their own words, which are
thefe >— 'Tis true in Ibme fence, Ntl di-
*Slum, ~Miod non diSlum frius, the World is
" Learned, and we wifii it were more fo ;
* the fineft things that can be laid, are little
~elle than old Sence, with a new Turn; and
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Nifye deny this, all the Orators in it muft
~Hand Hill, and neither Divines, nor Law.
‘yers, get any more than our Athenian Mer-
~cury: Yet MU what one man knows, ano-
‘therman doesnot, and a dilfufingKnow-
" ledg isa Ibrt of improving of if, perhaps
" the beft way.---------- And a little after, in
the lame Quefiion,------ ‘ Befides, wc are
‘ pretty confident, there are very many
" QuelHons here, Ibme of moment, which
~were never before publicly decided, efpe-
" cially in Morality, which is by far the moll:
" ufeful part of Knowledg: And’twouldbe
‘ no Ihame for us, lliould we own, our chief
‘aim in this delign, were to convey under
a pleafant Drels Hoiions of Virtue,and Honour
*into the Commonalty, and rather make them
‘better tljan UIIfCC; Cho indeed in one
" we do both, and cannot doubt in the mean
*while, but the curious, and ingenious Spirits
will leldom take up our Paper, but they’ll
‘ find lomething or other in't, tliat both may
" divert, and pleale them : For the Ids can-
~did Judges, they have done all they can
Nagainft ic already, but avail nothing ; the
‘ Paper ftill lives, and » fiill like to do fo in
ill nature, and finds that re-
‘ ception which we will lay the Defign there-
" of delerves.
| have thought fit to conclude with this
Quotation out ofthe Worksofthe 0 OCietP,
becaufe it is a Recapitulation of all that I
have faid, both as to their Defign and Per-
formances, with a lhort modejl Vindication of
both, if not a prophetical Affurance of its

furpaffing all the Oppofitions ic has or may
meet with.

The T hirdPart of the Hiftory of the

Ottlientan

ty, in the Second their Performan-

ces, that are already extant, with a
muclvgreater Brevity than the nobility, and
eopioufnejl o f the Subjcd required : Ifiiall here
anticipate their future Endeavours, oracleall
give the World a Profpefl of thole beneficial
EiTorrs it will loon be bleft with, from the
matchlels Indufiry, and Learning of the
nal “OCICtPj which when compared with
what has been already feen, will jufily raife
all mens Expedation of thofe yet un-
thought-of Diicoveries. the fiiccelsful Pro-
grels of their Labors, will in time produce,
when fuch great Attempts have been aimed
at, and effeckEed in Ib little a time after their
firll Rife. *

ving in the Firft Part run through
the Rife and Advantages ofthisSww*

"quired to the compofing a Scholar :

~Their Care leems to have been to pro-
vide Means for the improvement of their
Knowledg (as | have ohferved in the Firft
Part) who had not the Abilities of Purfe, to
arive to learned Education, and to purchale
all thole voluminous Books, which treat of
thole feveral Aits,and Sciences which are re-
This
tho’ the Weekly Mercuries would in time
effed, yet more fpeedily to occurr to the
Impatience of lome, who perhaps may be
uneafic, in perufing fo many things which
tend to the fatisfadion of others, to find
amongft them what themlelves defire”the
Cittp have taken care for the compiling a
Book entituled, The young Student's Library\
‘ containing the Subftance, and Pith of all
‘ that's valuable in moft of the beft Books
‘ prin-
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printed in England, and in the foreign
Journos from the year 6y, to this pretenc
time ; to which will be added an Incrodu-
~ion to the ule of Books, in a nev> Ejjaj up-
on auU forts of Learning ; written by the
atbcntan @omctp*

The Propolals fuificiently fliew, that this
Work is to be a Tranflarion from the Uni-
verfal Hijlorical Bibliotheejuc, the Varis yournal
dtsfeavans, the ABa Eruditorum Lyfjif™ the
Giornali de Litterali, and other foreign Jour-
nals, to which the Society will add what is
moft confiderable in the Extrads made by
their own Countrymen, that Ib (to ufe their
own words) by going hackutard™ as well as
forward, we may render our account of Books
ctynpUat. The Preface to the Propofals of
printing this Book, (hew abundantly the u(e-
fulneisofit, Extrai*s having received En-
couragement from the Ingenious ofall Na-
tions, ever fince they have been fet on foot,
being nccellary not only for them, that can-
not go to the price of the Books thcmfelves,
or have not time to penile fo many large
Volumes, but alio for all the Learned, who
in a little time may here find the Defign of
every Book, and Ibme oblervation in the
Performance, from whence they may frame
aJudgmentwhat Book to buy, and whatnot,
if they are not fully latisfied with it in little;
for, the chief Force, and Matter of moft
Books lies in a little compaft, the ornamental
parts of Language generally making up the
bulk. But I Ihall give you a concile account
of thisBook from Mr. De la Crofe's Works of
the Learned, who having been formerly an
Antagonift with the Society, on account of
Extrach, may reafbnably be luppoled not to
flatter any of their Performances, efpecially
in that kind: His words are thefe in hisBook
jov Januaryy 1192,

It confifts (lays he of the young Student's
~Library) of Abftraas of Books in leveralFa-
' cultics, as Divinity,Crttics™ Hifiory, Geography,
* Vbikjopby, Law, Vbyfic, &c. many of which
‘ are colletfted out of the Journals des Sea-
~vans o fPtfrftf,and the Univsrfal Bibliotbe™ue,
"and, as | hear, accurately tranflated ; but
'the moft confiderable, tho*not thebiggeft
' part, are two original pieces: The firlt is
" written by a Divine, a Member of the
' Athenian Society, who has Ipenc leveral years
“in the ftudy of the Hebrew Tongue, and
' ftiews a great deal of Learning, and “iety, in
' maintaining the Antiquity of the Poinc-
" Vowels againft Lewis Capel, and his Fol-
" lowers: He pretends they are at leaf!: as
‘ancient as Ez,ra.

* The lecond OriginalBiece is an Effayup-
" on all forts of Learning, as Divinity, fhyfic-,
* mfory. Poetry, Geometry, ArchiteBHre,Mu(ic,
“ CivilLuiw, Canon Law, Optics, DyallingrCh'ai
far Monf. De la Croft: And | have nothing
@add of the main Subftance of the Book,
but that there will be two Englilh Abftratfts
added by the Society, and chat they will, as
the Propolalsinform me,fupervife cheTranf
lations; but of thefe things youl be far-
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ther informed in the Preface to it, which is
now almoft finilhed: And FIl only add this
Remark ; That the Abftratft of the Works
of the Learned wholy owes its Rife, and Pro-
grels to this Society, all things of that nature
having been entirely forgotten in England,
tho’ of fuch great ufe; as appears at large
in the Preface to the Firft Volume, and |
luppofe will be yet fet in a clearer Light in
that Monthly Account of Books, which 1
perceive by their late Advertifement, is now
to be printed only for their Bookfeller Mr.
Dunton, to begin this next May, and 16con-
tinue monthly.

| Ihall lay no more of the main body of
the Toung Student's Library, (which will con-
tain the Subftance of above an hundred Vo-
lumes, moft in folio) but | cannot pals over
the original Piece Hebrew Points, it being
a thing of that vaft confequence, that on it
all the Chriftian Faith dependsj for, if there
were no points, the Certainty ofScripture is
guire out of doors :lc confifts of thirteen Iheets
of Paper, and bears this Title ;

iwhh MIQam nmpjn manp *3;

lynpn:

Or, A Difeourfi concerning the Antiquity, and

Original of the Points, Vowels, and Accents
that areplaced in the Hebrew Bible.

~The whole isdivided into two parts, the

* firft part confiders the Opinions of Elias
* Levita, -Ludovicus CapeSus, Dr. Walton, and
others, for the novelty of thePoints; fliew-
ing the improbability of their Conceits,that
~thc Maforites of Tiberias pointed the Text,
~from the filence of the Jews about it, their
‘ Teftimonies againft it, the unficnefi of the
~Time, Place, and Perlons of late aflign'd
‘ for the invention of the Points, from the
" nature of the Mafora, and of the Mafiretfc
‘ Notes upon the yerfs, Words, Letters, Vowels,
~Nand Accents of the Old Tefament; their Ob-
~ervations on all the kinds of the Keri, -u,
" Ketih; the words written full, or defedive;
‘ the Ittur Sopherim, the Ttkkun Sopherim, and
‘ the reft of the parts of the Mafora, and from
~other Confiderations. The fecond part
' proves the Antiquity, Divine Original, and
“ Authority of the prefent Pun<ftuation, by
~the Teftimony of Jews, and Chriftians,the
" univerlal Confent ofall Nations thatreceive
' the Scriptures, their quiet pofleflion of the
* Text, as 'tis now pointed by Prelcription,
~from Age to Age. The Vowels (an eflential
‘ part of Speech) oft expreft by the Pun<ftua-
~tion only. The Oblcurity of the Scripture
* without Points, which yet was commanded
‘ to be written very plainly. The OId Te-
* ftament evidencing it felf to be the Word
“of God, in, and by the Punduacion only,
‘ the Anomalies thereof manifefting its Anti-
‘quicy. The PromiTe of Chrift, Mat. y. 18.
~That nothing fa ll be lofi out of the Law, and
' the Prophets, whereofthe Points are fo great
“apart. The manifeft Ablurdity of the con-
‘ traiy Opinion ; and other Confiderations;
I * Toge-
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‘ Together with Anfwers to feveral Objc(fti-
‘ ons of Elias Levtta”™ Ludovicus Capelius® Do-
' Bor Walton® and others againlt their Anti-
‘gnity ~ (iich are the Tcltimonies of (bme
‘Jews about the Points. The unpointed
" Copy ofthe l.aw Ib kept in the Synagogue.
‘ The filencc of the ancient Caballiltical Wri-
' tings of the Ahjlma”znCi Talmuds about them.
* The LX X, and Paraphrafe reading
‘ otherways than our Punduation diredeth,
" The Samaritan Character (fuppofed to be
‘ the ancient never pointed. The
~“Novelty oftheir Names: The fiiperfluity of
‘their Numbers: The poflibility of prefer-
" ving the Sound without the Shapes, and of
' reading the Bible without Points (as well as
' the Rabbinical Commesitaries, the Talmuds, and
other Oriental Languages, are read without
‘ them) by the help of the Matres UBionis, or
" letters E'vi, a, h, v, i, by the fcope of die
place, d*c. The Silence of Jerom, and the
' Fathers, about them. The Opinion of di-
" vers modern Divines, both Papihs,and Pro*
' teftant, againft the Antiquity of the Shapes
" of the preient Punctuation. The Keri, «,
being about the Letteis, and never
I about the Points, and tlie like.

This bareTranfeription of the Contentsof
this Original Viece (a figlit of fome Hieets of
which my Bookfcllej’, by his Intereft, procu-
red me) is fufficient to ITicw ofwhat great ufe
it will be not only to all Divines, but alfb to
every one that is curious in Enquiry into the
original TextofSacieJ Writ,a Study as much
above all others,ast lie Soul is above the Body.
The conlequence ofiiiisTreatife is, as | have
remark’d no le(s than the Authority, and
Certainty ofChriftianFaith: For, Anto-
fifus Redeipbus Ccx»<j//cri»T,fpeaking ot the Anti-
quity of the Points, thus pleads tor them,(ay*
ing, That Tbeywbo are of the contrary Opinion
do net only make doubtful the Authority of the
Scriptures, but "ivbtly pluck it up by the
roots; for, -svithout the Vowels, and Notes of Di-
fiinBicn it bos nothing firm, and certain. And
this is fufficient to flicw the necefficy, and ufe-
l'ulnefs of this Undertaking, and liow fea/o-
nable a Treatife of this natuie is, to obviate
ihe Objections ofthe Atheiftsof this Agc,that
we may give a loofe to our Fancies in Belief,
fince thereisnothing of Certainty in the Bible
it felf: And if this Ground prevailed, it would
eafily reduce us all to that part o f Hobbifm, of
veering with eery Wind that blows, and
changing our Religion as often as Fortune
ftould our Princes to different Perfwafions.
As for the Performance of this Divine, In
this Viece, the Contents ihew, that he has
taken notice of all, that can be railed againft
the Opinion he defends, and the many years
lie has given himfelfto the Study of the He-
brow, .and Original Tongues, as well as all the
Rabbinical Learning, leave no doubt, but that
Performance is equal to the noblenefsof the
Subjed: And according to my imall Judg-
ment in that way, if 1 may be allow'd to ghefs
at the reft by what 1 have feen, he has done
it with a great deal of Strength ofJudgment,
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Force, and Evidence of Argument, and ?rd-
foundnef* of Skill. 'Twas the Saying ofagreat
man, that he would eafily tell the Progreft
any one would make in any Science, if he
knew but the Value he had for it, forearneft
Defire ftirrs up indefatigable Induftry, the
Mind being never fatisfied till it has obtain'il
that to which it was born, by the highefteem,
and value it has conceived of it. And noman
could have a greater Efteem for any Know-
ledg, than this Divine had for this, as the
chief, and obligatory Study of Men of his
Character, who were to give the true, and
genuine fence of Scripture to the Souls he
directed under the pain of I\Voe, at the lafi 'JVi-
bunal, which could never (atisfaCtorily
done by depending entirely upon the Wor.d
ofother men, without an ability of confidting
the Key ofthofe lacred Myfteries it fclf,I mean
the original Text: And’tis to be wondei’d as
well as compiAiifd of, that fo many of our
Divines, through a Criminal Supinity, do too
much neglect this neceHiry Study, which
our Divine has employ’'d Several years in,
fo much was his Care, and Zeal lor the lio-
nor, and vindlcarion of the Chriffian Religi-
on, (by placing it on afirm Foundation;and
the Good not only of thofe Souls under his
charge, but alfb all others who will make any
improvement of his Labors, which, by what
has been faid, may very well be concluded
to beaccurate, and elaborate, and confequent-
ly abundantly fatisfaCtory. And it were to
wirticd, that the fame Great man would
oblige the World with thofe ocher pieces of
Rabbinical Learning, that he nientions in thefe
flieets, having in chcic | now fpeak of.mfwe-
red what has never been attempted in Engliih.
Nor has any ProfpeCt of any pre/ent, or/«-
f/oe advantage to hhinterefi, eng.ig’d himin
this laborious Work, he having generoufly
given the Copy to the Undertaker, without
the leaft Gratuity. And indeed his other
Vertues, are as well forced to his Charader,
as thefe | have (poke of, for he has learnt
that divine Eeflbn ourblefied Saviour Incul-
cated to his Followers, laying. Learn of me,
fori am meek, and bumble of heart, how
charming, and excellent fbever this Leftbn
be, yet alas, 'cis followed by a very IQw,and
is never more tliftbiC, than in thofe,
whofe province 'tis to prefs this admirable Do-
Brine of Humility. Learning chat fhou'd
teach them to know tbemfelves better, gene-
rally tranfporcing them toaninfulTerableCon-
tempt ofthe reft of Mankind, but it has
met with a happy Temper, innate
and a fwcet, agreeable Affability to
all Men, a Charity, not ftinted to F.iCti-
ons. Parties, or Religions, but univerjal like
that of thefirft Inftituter of our Holy Religi-
on, knowing very well that the perfection of
a Chriftian life is a ftiiCt Imitation of our
Mafter, and Founder. How admirably has
our Blefted Lord drawn the corrupt Na-
ture of too many of our Hot-headed Zea-
lots, in that Parable of the Good Samaritan,
e'ry one pals'd by the wounded ftranger, the
very
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very~3t10flj5 g4~c him not one eye of re«
gard, as not worthy a look of the CfjOfCitt,
fill the Samaritan (a People rejefted by the
as the mort infamous, and wicked)
came and bound up his Wounds, and took
that care of him, which humanity requir’d.
| know too many that profefs a great deal of
Religion, and glory in ths name of piCt.V»
that will lot a near Relation, if of an ocher
perfwafion, peiifti for want of, what his fa-
pernumerary Servants enjoy, thisis ftill more
odious in the Clergy who Ihou*d gain Projelytes
moreby affability, and meeknefs® necelTaiy In-
gredients to the Compaficion of their Cha-
rafter, and noi by Fire® and Brimffone, cruel-
ty beyond the baibariry ev*n of Cannibals™
for an accidental misfortune of Education;
may win them to giz>e ear to the

Cnitlj, but filch an inhumanity (not to
fay unchriftan hirdnefs) makes all they can
fay come with the prejudice of being deli-
vered by one, thatis not of Ckrifi® finco \)Z
has given a clear contrary mark of his Dif-
ciples. This fhort digreflion fhews the Ex-
cellence of thofe Venues this Reverend Di-

vine has made a pait of himfelf, much more *

noble Qualifications chan that extraordinary
one of hisLearning. | am fbrry that my
Ignorance of his Perfonal Converjation, fhou'd
concur with my inability to deprive the
Reader of a farther, tho* imperfed™ ac-
count of this Divine.

Before | pals from the Toar™ Student's Lu
hrary™ | think, tomake my account the per-
feder, it will not be impertinent if | infert
here a view of that Emblem” chatis promis’'d
to be prefixt to it, of the 00=
CICtpi with an explanation of it, a fightof
which | procur'd at the Engravers, and both
the Society and Bookfeller will, | hope pardon
me for making it public before its time,fince
'cis here mention’d out of honour to their
Defign.

The Copper-Plate isof a Folio fize, and is
thus divided, above the 0 OCIEt)) in an Oval
is writ, Clje Qtficm'an %0CiZtp, this O-
val is fiipported by two Angels, from whence
falls down a Cmrainof Lawn over the Faces
of the 12 Members of the O OCiCtp> who
with Papers on the Table, and Pensin their
Hands fit all equally in a dire! Line, ev*ry
one drefi'd in the diftindive Habits of the
leveral Sciences, under which the Queries they
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have undertaken to Anfwer, do fall,------
— the Divinei Phyfician® Mathematician”™ Phi
kfopher. Lawyer, Peer, &c. at the other fide'
of the Table, the fweral Querifts prefent
ihemfclves with their Notes, for Refflutiom
of their Difficulties, in a corner, hard by
fitsa Monkey (expi-dfing the Quality of the
Interlopers by his Jptfh Nature) with the
Claw of a Cat whom he holds fall: in his
Embraces, endeavouring to pull fome Nuts
outof a File, with this label coming out of
his Mouth vivttur ex raptoyhat is | live by Theft
the Interlopers having endeavoui'd to rob
thefirftUndertakerof bis fubfifling by chat
Projed vtffiich he firflfec a foot, and brought
to perfedion, and therefore merit that Cha-
rader, of living on the Spoils of their
Neighbours. At tiie four Corners are four
Cities, Athens, (wliere on aPinacle is placd
an Owl Sacred to Minerva,) Rome, Oxford,
Cambridge, in the two fir/i of which Learn-
ing once Houriflid, in the two laft does now.
On the top of all the Emblem, is plac*d a
. for leveral reafbns, fird becaule
lile Raven was the firft Projedor of the De-
fign, and tliat therefore is a proper place for
him to difeover the Approaches of the
Cuckoe's that come to invade his Neft, and
fecondly, becaufe *tis the Nature of thofe
Birds to have always a CCfttmef aloft to
view all the Avenues, and Approaches of its
Enemies, tho' | never heard of an Owl ri-
ding on a Ravens back 'till fome Modern Au-
tliors who refblv’d to invert Nature, as well
as deftroy all Religion difeover'd the Secret
and ™YQv-tiil-tben-known Sympathy betwixt
thofe two Birds, fo much chat one wou*tl
carry the other a Pick-apack, a Pick-a-pack,
but I muft pafs from thefc Emulators, or ra-

ther Copiersof i”eorge”parn w it topro-
ceed in my account.

Below the Emblem is plac'tl the Explana-
tion, mark d with feveral Letters, which re-
fer to the lame in the leveral parts of the
Portraiture, to begin and obferve the order
| find them in,(”) direds to iheia Members
of the Society, with thefe Verfes.

Behind the Scenes,fit mighty we

Nor are we known, nor will we he

The World, and we exchanging thus
While wefind chatfor them, they Workfor

B. C. D. &c. refers to the Querifts in thisOrder
B. Ci.) DVYefee that Lady in the Mask 9 Ca To
We'll tell you what fie comes to Ask V feveral Lady
Thd an unccnfcionable Task C querifis.
Tis hew her Lover faff to bind,
Falje, Si her felf falje as thefaithlefs Wind,
(2.) That otherbrings her Favouriteflea
JVith golden Fetters, Lock and Key
Ift biis a Sting our Thoughts doescrave.
Or only a Tongue as other Females have ?
D. fj.) Thinking our Notions too jejune. . (3.) Refkr-
Some take their Aim at Madam Moon ; rnig to the
i i i Aflronomers
Some bring hard (Queries, which we crack. i Ao

And throw the gazmg World the Kernels back

firs. (™.)Here*s
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(4.) Heris Honefi Tar, who wou'd bis Crown afford

ere he returns ahord

(f.) Euclid, where aPtjtho™ *twas before difpair'4

have thy Circle fepuar"dy

and thou muff fay”™

Nor Rome, was built nor Athens in a day.
(<S) We knoWy Sir, but too Well, your cafe
Some powerful FaSlion right or wrong embrace

Which fendfromfar, we cou*d dijpenje with you-
(8.] Whither Up wretchesy Whither woud you run ?

unhappy Love, undone ?

If yotid have aid, an Angel ffews you where.

in, tbo’ jufi by th* doory

Or vow'd hid take our Lettersin no more.
(10.) Thbeje dainty Nuts | mup not loop
Nor burn my Paws— b'yotfr leave dear pufiy

them there enquire
that rob'd the fire

(40 Refer- E.
ring to fome Were he paid off,
Queries of . . A
that Nature To know what be mufi oak in vain’
fent by the . When we ffall beat the French again ?
Seamen. p-
50 Refer- i
rin(g o the Now rnaffl thou
Macliemaucal But Arc is longy
Queries.
, {6.) Refer- G.
ring ro the
ParforC% Que- el
ries. Or (larve, and die without a Place.
(7. In re- H. (7.) Avoidyou rout of Noifyfools
ferc”gc tfo_ the Once morCy A you are not in our Rules
crowd ot im- '
pertinent Cou'd we but pleafe the Learn d few.
Quicrifts.
(8 ) This Stanza has re- J
fercncc to thofc that go to By guilt, or by
hang or kill thecmfclrc5,who . o
in the Emblem are direftcd What needyou periff , or defpair *
by an Angel to apply thcm-
fclrestothcSArmy. _ K, (9.) Thu Query*! quickly underpood
(9.) Refers to Mr. Smith He only Asks d*ye think bu Coffee good ?
the Coffee-man, who fo far Tet wou'd crowd
contributes to this Affair, as
receiving all the Queries
andconveighing them to L.
the ‘Siocictg.
(10O Referring to what | .
faid before of the Monkeys I f thoje that pui
making ufe of the Cats boot *Twas you not
topuU the Nuts outof the How fweet is Interlopers Hire !
M.

(11.~ Relating to Natural

and Artihcial Rarities of
Engundy &c. of which im- Tboufands agree
mediately.

(ii>) This refers to the
Raven on the top of all,
anaccount of which I have
given above.

My Ancient gift

All ScaFdy and Old, they in fame hollow Tree ffali die.

I am ignorant who defign'd this Emblem, as
well aswho compos'd the Verfes | have here
quoted, which cho’'chey come not up tothofe
ofthis Society, yet naturally enough exprefs
what they are defign’d for, perhaps much bet-
ter than if they had been in loftier Numbers,
Emhltmatips, fcldom thinking’it proper to re-
gard the Majdiy of5rr&and Thought,w\itx\
their aim is only a bare ijari-atofy Explication.
Thisany one that has convers’d with chat kind
of Writing will grant; and that Book Em-
blems, made upon the Emperors, confirms my
Pofidon. So that the Poet (as ev'ry Writer
ought] confidered here the nature' of the thing
he writ, and adapted \\\s Thought, Numbers,
and Language to the Subjc(a.

Having thus given you an account of the
young Students Library, | ftall proceed to tjie
ocher things of as great, if not greater confe-
guence, as a new Sylfeme of experimental

upon die four Elements, tho* this
will be (ome while before it fee the World,
both becaufe time will betaken for the imme-
diare Experiments, and alfb becaufe this new
Project of the artificial, and natural Rarities of
Cnnilanti, €)Cotfauti, w jce<
laitiJ, with the Foreign Plantations thereun-
ti) belonging, will employ tliem ona morege-
neral, and entertaining Subject ; fo chat they
cannot have leifure, till they have, with the .’

(11.) <Y/Englander Rarieties, are gather'd hercy
From unknown Earth, Fire, Water, Air ;

infuch a glorious firife

Or elfea moments Work wou'd lafi a Life,

(12.) With Beak, and Talons, linfeH
Thofi Cuckoes that invade my Nep,
Andif Minerva yet [apply

>0d

in Prophecy

great affiftance they are like to have f om
the Ingenious, rid their hands pretty well of
it. The Reafbn they deferr'd the Natural
Hipory fo long, was, becaufe feveral ingeni®
ous Gentlemen, well skill'd in thofe affairs

Cw life their own exprcffion) generoufiy
offerd them their affiftance, upon which

account that their undertaking might be the
more ferviceable to the Public (‘which they
have always chiefly in their eye) they wait-
ed thofe fupplies from other hands, vvhich
they were promis’d; for there are feveral
new Ajppantsy join’d themfelves to this gjO--
CietP, for the Ipeedier, and better carrying
N of this new Projedt, if | can call that
JpEUI which depended upon the former, for

oblig’'d to the firft Athenian Pro-
jedt, tor this Undertaking, fince the firft rife

of it, was from a Query fenc (the Natural re-
lult”™ ths Societies defign to anfwer all forts
ot Queftions) on that fubjed, fb that it
leems, indeed, to be but a New branch that
ISIprung from thefirp dePgn, which may in
the fame manner, give Nith, in time, to

a great many other, admirable Improvements
in all fortsof Knowledge.

This Projedt will not be a bare CoUcaion
of what the beft Authors ofour Nation have
Writ, of RurietiesNatural, Artificial and Civrl,
but alfb bf what ever Obfervacions the cu-

riou*;
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rious Gentlemen of all England fhall make,
and communicate to this as, befides
their own diligent enquiries into all
things that fall under ehoie heads, 6rft
in the Regions of the Air------—--- All forts
of Ifrange, Affearances™® and their feveral
Forms, Qualitiesj and Circumlfances, Noifes,*
and their Icverai Kinds, Ternpdh, Thunder,
and Lightning: Strange Winds, their diffe-
lent Natures, and Qualities, with their fe-
veral dependances of weather, Rains®
Mail, Miyisi Dtws™ Froflsy extraordina-
ry in any particular, asto form quantity, co-
lour, or cffeas, Suhttrraneal Steams, or Ex-
halations that ilFue out of the Earth, as to
their Quality, and Manner, and Effects, &c.

Next, as to freili IVaters, their leveral
Springs, as to quality, medicinal or other,
hot or cold, extraordinary in colour, or any
peculiar property, as oily or petrifying,what
Fifli docs each afford mult, &c. as alio Salt
1waters, their different natuie, places of dif-
ference, and degrees of faltnefs, their depths,
d™c. as to Currents™ Edies, Concourjes of Tides,
Species of Fi™M.es, c”*c. where and how.

Next, asto the Earths, — what forts of
Ochres, Chalks, Maries, Clays, &C. their Qua-
lities and Ule ¢ Turfs, Coal dugg, &c. re-
markable figures of Hills, &c. Minerals,their
quality, and where prepar'd, in like man-
ner all fortsof Metals, &c.

Farther concerning Vlants and Trees that
are unufual and extraordinary, in Grvwtb,
Fruit, Leaves, or time of Blofloming— Gar-
dening, and allthe curious Obfervations that
can be made as to the Infers, Difeaf”?,
Cures, proper to each Vegetable,or common
to more, or all. Next, as to Husbandry,
what unfual Grains, Grafts, &c. are fbw'n
in each Country, Improvements on all forts
of Land, and other Curiofities in Husban-
dry new Inventions as to Plowing, prefer-
vation of Corn, peculiar ways of opening,
and draining Marines, Boggs, Fens,c” c.

Farther concerning Animals, Obfervati-
ons, on Infc"™\s in their feveral Species, who
has obferv'd their Origin, Perfe<ftion, Cor-
ruption, Difeafes, and Cures, the like of at!
forts of Birds, Reftiles, apd Fifhes, and
Beafis; unufual qualities of each, asto Gene-
rations and Bignejs, &C. ftrange accidents be-
falling Men, or Women, prodigious, or nu-
merous Births ? fimilitude of Perfons extra-
ordinary, any thing remarkable for excefs
ordefedt in all, and every of their Parts, and
Circumftances, and all the lingular Occur-
jances that make either Man, or Woman,
or Families more than commonly remark-
able.

Farther, as to what Arts, are either im-
provM or invented, and where, extraordi-
nary buildings of all forts, Perfons skilful,
and in what chiefly, &c.

LalUy, concerning Seatsof
Kings, Priories, Abbies, &c. Caflles, Forti-
fications, Banks of Land, Barrows, Monu-
ments of Scone, and any thing remarkable
of any or every of them. Of Councils,
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Parliaments, and Terms held, and where.
Old Epifcopal Sees, Battj|jj» fought. Armour,
old Money, Urns, Lantfs, Lachymatories,
Pavements, Bracelets, Rings, &c. found,
and in whofe poffeflion, immemorial Cu-
ffoms, and all other Curiofities, which may
he ferviceable to the public, or to private
Perfons.

In the Third Number of the Seventh Volume
you will find all thefe Queries here inferred,
which are by the Society propos'd to all the
Ingenious Gentlemen'of each Nation con-
cern'd, whofe Contributary help they de-
fire, and will without doubt obain of all
liich, who have the leaft defire to bellow
any of their time for the Honour, and Glory
of their Country. Nature has been extreamly
fruitful of J 210nU0t 0 in theft Kingdoms, that
compofe the ®0liaCCi)P, and '’lis
pitty Gentlemen of Eflates fhou'd be
carry’d away with a deflre of feeing the
Novelties of other Countries, before they
have any tolerable infight into their own,
where they were born. Certainly every Ta-
triot will not think his time ill fpent, which
is imploy’d for the difoovery, and knowledge
of our felve?, or at leafl our Country of
which each is but part. This Generous de-
fire, has infpird feveral Learned Gentlemen to
offer their lervice already, as | have obferv'd
above, tho' I am ignorant of all of ?hem,
except one, of whom by accident | gain'd
thisaccount. He was the firft that oflfer'd
his Endeavours for the carrying on of this
defignt with which he was fo extreamly pleas'd
at the (irfl notice, that was given of it to
the World, and indeed England, | believe
affords not a Gentleman better qualify’'d for
this Undertaking, being firft, accomplifli'd
with variety of Learning, having great skill
in Experimental Thilojopby, and fcarce his E-
qgual in Cbymiftry, a Science which is Mo-
ther of ftrange and wonderful Difooveries,
to all thefe acquir'd Excellences Nature has
added a ftrong, and admirable Judgment, a
nice, and curious Fancy, and an extreamly
happy Memory, with a Temper that is agree-
able, and generous, and fortune (or rather
Heav'n, for when | fee Merit blels'd with a
Competency, | conclude it the cffe<® of a
wifer Difpofer than partial Chance) has
crown’d all (for foit isin fpite of Vhikfophy)
with a handfbme Eftate, all which concur-
ring he feeras to me, igCjje pfjcttli: 05(]PI
reviv'd.

This, Reader, is all the account | am ca-
pable, as yet of giving thee as to their prefent,
andfuture performances, which as they have
gain’d them no little Fame, and Reputation,
16 has that fame contraded Emmies, and
ungenerous Oppofers, (Vertue when expos'd
to the Eyes of the World fddom being with-
out Enemies) whofe aim has been (at leaft
of the greateft part of them) to deprive the
Publick of thofo many advantages, | have
made it appear, it receives from thisUn-
dertaking, and the Performances of thepre-
fenc Members of the atSeUiail

by
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by ufing what means they can to difcourage
the gain of the that fb he may
let tall fo benefici® a Projeft, tho they
cou’'d never yet Effeift it. The firft Oppo-
fcrs they met with were thQAnahaptifis,v/ho,
I have ftiew'd were filenc'd by the Society ¢
th en the demure Quaker™wx. in for his Ihare,
tho’ to as little purpole, and among the
Oppofers | muft not forget, tho’ one of the
nj,oh inconfiderable, was the Vindicator of
Mr. Jmes”™ on the fcbjfdt of Ufury. But all
thefe were upon particular Controverfies,and
made Enemies by their being difbblig’'d be*
caufethe "OCfCtP wou'd not Complement
them Ib far, as to lubferibe to their Opinions.
But on the firft of February | find in the Ad*
vertifement of the 3ti)£tlI3It \CCCUtpthat
Ibme body el(e let up a Paper interfereing
with their Delign; but it leemstliac the Au-
thor of that Paper became loon lenfible of
the Injujkice of hisundertaking, and therefore
was not aftiam’d in a public manner to ac-
knowledge his Error, for 1 find in the fifth
Mercury of the fixth Volume, a Letter from

him @the Gentlemen of the © 0*
ritt]?3 which I ftiall tranlcribe.
To theGentkmenof the NOCI'CtP,

* O Eing at length convinc’d that the De-
' fign | was lately enga”™d in, did not
*reach up to that Morality”™ aim at,l thought
“ my lelf oblig'd to defire you to infert this
‘ Ihort Letter in your Mercury, to fatisfie the
“World of the Injujiice, as well Asfruitlefs en-
* deavoiir of luch an undertaking. If a
" breach of the Golden Rule, may be term’'d
* InjuHice, this m:ift be lo, fince | believe no
‘ Man, thatisthe firft Defigner of any thing,
“ which by his Induftry alone has turn'd to
account, will fay, he wou’'d be content, to
‘ have another make uleof his Project, and
‘run away with the profit of his Labors. But
‘lam perlwaded, the Endeavours of any to
" interfere with you, wou’d prove in a fmall
* time of as litrle advantage, as the Attempt
‘ dejefves. For the Town, will not give
it fclf the trouble of perufing both, when
it may meet with ad in one. But if theLove,
“which the World generally has forconten-
‘ tion, lhoud give a Temporary encourage*
" ment, yet tfieclalhing, and Anlwers, and
Replies from one to an other, woii'd divert
" both from the bus'ncfs, and end of thefe
* Mercuries, when they Ihall befill'd up, with
' Refieftions, Errors, Mifiakes, and Recrimma-
* tiens, the Ar.lwcrs to Queries will find but
" Imall room, and the impatient Querifts be
" forc'd to wait much longer for a Solution of
“ his Niceties, which muft end in the deftru=
" tWoit of both Undertakers. In the Imall
*time | have been engag’d in this affair, |
‘ have had a fufficient Experictfce of the un-
* eafinclsof the IVits® and [Voud be Wits, that
“ will be at the cxpence of lending in their
" Queries. One peremptorily demands an
* atilWer in a time prefixt: Another will not
‘* be concent barely to demand a Ipeedv re-
‘ ply to a Catalogue of Queries of halfa SIn'CC

Tk HISTORYof

Part .

" of Paper, but threatens upon negledf, lome
“ mighty effort of Indignationt And in a little
‘ time whoever lhall go upon this defign, will
" find his hands Ib full of Bus'nels, chat he
“ muft incur the diffatislaAion of his Que-
rifts, for one day brings in more Work,
' than a Month candilpoie ot\ unlicls inftead
" of half a ftieet of Paper, he wou’'d publifii
weekly two Twelve penny Books, for 2]
and JO Queries in a day were much with-
“in the Number I ki that little time receiv'd.
‘To conclude, fince from the beginning of
' Learning to this day no bodyfiarted this defign
‘ but your /elves far the weekly diverfion of the
‘ Curious, | hope you may for the liiture, en-
' joy the benefit of it, fori am latisfy’d the
Nprofit of any other will never compenlke his
‘ trouble. Tours to Command, 6¢c.

This Letter well obferves the iifnnorality of fuch an at-
tempt, fince 'tis evident that ibo, the Law take not
hold of ityet itisof equal suite to the Robbing of
a Man's Houfe or fhop of Dis Goods, with which he
drives his Trade, for a ProjUl of this natun is a Cémmo~
ditj in which Boo™tHtrs deal, and tho’ it evades the Pe-
nalty that is laid on thofe of that Trade, chat (hall print
another Man’s Copy, yet it has nothing to judify it felf
but Impunity™ like feveral other Milchiefs, which the
Law has not yet provided againli, this will appear a little
plainer, by a ctxnparifon. Oar Laws have provided a
greater puninimcnt for thofe that counterfeit our Englijb
Coin, than forfcch, who do the fame to any Foreign
Money, yet certainly no mao, that will pretend to chongbt,
will thence conclude, that, therefore, the Cheat, is lefs
in one, than the other, fmee the Inindice that U done to
oar Neighboil™ is the fame, which certainly mud coodi-
tute the guilt of the Crime. The Gentleman that fent this
Letter was (I find) afterward in avery impertinent, and
fpolitfh Pamplet redicurdfor it, where the Authors (for
one wou'd fcarce imagine a leaft of Blockheads (hou'd
clnb for fuch a trifle) fays againti what is advanc'din
this Letter, that London is as capable of maintaining two
Papers of this narnre, as two Windmills; fupply them
both with Queries it will | grant, but 1am lure thofe
that did attempt it found by eKpcrieoce it never paid
for the Work it fee 'em about, tho they were careful
of being at as little charge of Print as they cou'd, litle,
Margtnc, Advertifemtnts, and Algebraical Cannons traaf-
crib’d verbatim from. Authors | cou’'d produce, and not
underftood byone in ten tboufaod,and perhaps not by the
Tranfcriber himfclf, leaving very lictlc room for any
matter of Ingenuity or Diverfion, and ev’'n chat was
taken up with folitary Queries, Prophantnefs, and Blaf-
phemy. But | will not anticipate what 1 fuppofe the
9 thfn(an”oclctp thcmfclves willexpofc to the World
in its proper Colours. Indeed their whole ddign feemd
to be to laugh, and ridicule Solidity, and Serioufnefs oat
of the World, that fo they might make an opener, and
more eafic inlet to Atheifm,and tliat this was their Aim is
more than probable from that blafphemous expreflion of
'‘&cccnaiiing their Maker at the expence of «SternijolC-.aDd

affirming tbatthere were manyjelgn™d Relati-
onsin Job, ond their turning GoeCs judgment on "©orom
into ridicule, and a Jt"i — all which, woa'd | confefs
almoft prevail with a Man to believe that thofe reports
were true, which were t/;ru given of theni,-cj\. Tb.\t
fome amng them did not biliivt ik JESUS C HR ISV,
and that the /am Lacedemonian be wou'd un-
dertake to fberv as many chfurdiiies number, jor number,
in the NTejlamintas in ~Ptl)0.mct’s illwran.Buc whether
thefe were Calumnies or no, | am lure (if! may jiulgc:
of tljcir defign by what they aid puUlub) they fectu'd
bent toconfeuni the Minds of the Vulgar, ani enclin-;
them to Debauchery, and 4tfc/i/)Krat3er than to fix tlicrt
inany t i I i n g and tfrrsr*” » Infli_.rt as the
ffujtjfaidof their delign, Tifjt tit Iforld ir.n already
very Learned, yet they dffiud ta make it nore fo. So
thole Interlopers might have Ciid, of their performances,
"Djat the World was very nicked already, but their defire,
and endeavours (hou'd contribute to render it.entireif /2.
What cou’d their difpute about tiic t.iiimuny of
pljus inean, but to bring tlic verv being cf ChiH into
doubt ?



PARTM

doubt ? or at Icaft that the Primltire ChriHians promo>
ted the Kingdom of Heaven by that fame way the De-
vil does his, vir- by Lyts. Butwhat mighty Arauments
did thefe Anti-Chri(iians bring, for a Proof of tneir Af.
fertion ? nothing but bare Conjeaurc, to perfwade that
at Jeaftit was not li{tly that pfephuty a Jew, fliou'd
fpeak fo favourably of Chriji. Why not? 'cis true he
fays almofl as much of Chriji as we chrillians (perhaps
more than they do” believe, but what if | fhould fay it
U Ui"ely Joftphiu did believe all that he writ ? | am furc
I have his words on my fide (his words | fay, for all

thefe sP / f 5 have faid cannot convince me of
the contrary) but Is it fo ftrange a thing in our days,that

a Man fliou'd for, intcreft, aft contrary to what his opi-

nion is? there were no Preferments among the Cbrijiians

but raci”"Sy torturts, &c. they cou'd fet up no Statuts to

the Honour of his Memory, which theilo«-iw did. He

was a Jctvifh Pried, and one that came over to r»rw,un-

able to bear the Estremeties of the Si*e of Jerufaltm,

But fuppofe none of thefe Confidcraiions of any weight
may we not as well fuppofe ~ofephus to have faid thofc
things of our Blejfed Saviour, tho’ he continu'd in a
contrary opinion as to other things fhow hard it was
for the Converted Je w to quit their Mofaiul Injlituti-
ensis evident from the Scripture cv'n after they had

receiv'd Chriftas very God, and very Mao, and the true

Afifias) as well, as many other moderate Men, wlio M&re
juftify’d thofc of an other perfwafion in fome Particu-
lars. Thus, tho’ it was the opinion of a great many
fiery Zealots, that the Heathens ador'd the Devil, ytt
Dr. StiUingfleet, the prefent Eifhop of Worcefler, from
their own Authors concludes with a great deal of rea-
fon (as you will grant if you perufe a Book, enticurd,
The Hijiory of theOracles) that they direfted their de-
votion to the great God of Heaven, and Earth, as the
ultimate end of their Worfliip, and who that has read
Cicero, Seneca, &c. but muft believe the fame? yet |

hope thefe Gentlemen will not conclude from thence that
thefe Words were forg'd into the Doftor’s Book, by fome
friends of the Heathens ?

So the ATHEHIAK SOCizTT, tho they
are no Papifts, arc fuch friends to truth, asto deny there
waseverfuchaPerfonas Pope/oa», and indeed BtUar-
nine is not to be anfwered on that point.

Thus much for the Equity of fuch an undertaking,and
the Perfons concern’d in it as well as their prophanc and
trifiing performances, for they not only left Divinity to
the Athenians, (as they firft profefs'd) but Fhilofophy, and
indeed ev'ry thingthat was folid, or ingenious; now
let usfee what encouragement they met with. Tuftas
much as the above quoted Letter prpphefied, not c-
nough to pay for Paper, much Icfs for Print, and Copy ;
This | am pofirive in, bccaufc | made an enquiry of the
MER.COKT women about it; nor coud it

other ways cKpefted, fince the 4thenians took the
ready way to fupprefs It by giving their Readers all the
httlt Mtttal, that was to begain'd out of their Oar,
purg'd of its more buljj drojl, with remarks on their Er-
rors, and their own improvements on their Thoughts:
For a farther fatisfaftlon to the Reader, | ftiall infert
their promife (which they all along perform’d to a tittle;
made to all their Querifts; in the 14212, Number of the

Volume, (tha they often repeated it before, and
after in other Mercuries.)

* Finding that publifbing our four times a
* Week, woird quire dog our Undertaking, and render
‘it ufclefi, we lhall for the future only publifh them on
* Tutfdays, and Saturdays as formerly, and that we may
*render our undertaking perfeft, ive promife our ~uerijls,
‘ that in cafe any Perfon lhou'd interfere-with usin our
* defign of anfwcriog Quertion*, they fliall conftantly
*find in our Saturdays Mercury, Anfwcrs to all his Quefti-
*ons whatever, that fo our Querifts may not be put to
* double Charges (by buying the fame ~utfiions twice an'
*fwrrd) nor the CofFcc-houfcs burthen'd with too ma-
‘ ny Papers. In another Advertifement they tell the
*World that it (hall find in their Papers all the Antago-
‘ beft Thoughts remarks on his Errors, and their
* own Improvements upon all he advances.

Ferformhg thefe things with all the Juftire, and Im-
partiality ill the World, and conllantly witliout omitting
anything worth raking notice of,’cis no wonder chat Gofew
were found void fo much of Senfe as to buy their trifles,
fthe more pardonable indeed for being fovery ftiortj
when they might have a view of all that was valuable
in ~.cm to the Athtg™n Mirckgy and that too with

the /H[Htﬂ]metp,
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great Additions. So nay they thrive, who interfere with

an others defign \
I muft not here among the other Oppofidons they
have metwith, forget the Endeavours of thdr Enemies
tocaft an Imputation of Fanaticijm on the Members of
this SO cIE TT. Butitis foevident from what they
have writ that they are of the Clc«rcfe of England, that
blind Malice It fclf cannotdeny it. Iftall trefpafs fomuch
patience of the Reader for once to prove thas
the Shujbines at noonday, or that thereis fuch athiKg aa
MoUon,ovzt leaft that this Religion ofthis5tfcirry'is of the
Church of England, as by Law eftabliflid, tho’ out of
many | will choofc but two places,the firft'— Volume zd.
Number 28. and Queft. 4. The (Mutry is tliis------ What
Community in your opinion comres ntare™ to the Do£lrint of
our BUfftd Saviour, the Apojlles, and Primitive Fathers >
- - The Anfwer is — —* Undoubtedly it Is our Opini-
on, that the Communion we our fclvcs are of, and hope
tolivc,and dieliD, namely that of the church of England
is the beft in the World, and ncareft to the Doftrine,
of our Saviour, his Apoftlcs, and Primitive Fathers,
and unicfs we thought fo we (h.)u'd be very ill Men to

‘ continue In it ---------—-- 1 defire the Reader wou'd
coBfult this place | have quoted , where he will
hpd evident beyond evafion, the diftinftivc Me-
dium tetwixc Popery, and other Protekant opinions,
particularly as to the and Epifeopa -, at
large fet down, which were too long for me rotraoferibe
here. Number 25, of the fame Volume, Queft. 4. is a
farther Confirmation of this. The Query is, | defire
your Opinion, what Boo™ youwou'd advife e to for nmy

private Dnotions, as being a finglt Perfon.------- Pray,
Reader mind well the Anfwer. <—"Anfw. ‘Whatfo
‘ many great, and good Men have been concern’d in the
I Com~fing of,vi*. ThecLITVRGTrof theChurch of

NN N'L ab ours ofone Man, then

) ) Tlit Whole Duty of Man.
This I amfure is enough to convince any reafonable

Man of what Church the Members of this Society arc.

"Twas no Impollitic part (how diftioneft focveric were)

oppofcrs tocaft m Odium upon them in the

Anairs of Religion, fince too many arc carry’d away

VIOLENT PREJV DICE uganfk zai

thing, that (hall be offer'd, by one of an other perfwafi-

on, thinking to fupply all their other defefts, by z blind
and unreafonablt Zea?/.

But as the Oppofidons this Nobie defign met with
were many, as appears from what | have faid, fo were
the Encouragements too, from all parts of England,
Some parts beyond Sea, and from great, and learned Men,
as ISevident from the Gentleman | lately mentlon’d,who
has join’d himfclf to them on the account of the Natural
Rarities, and that worthy mention'd iu the be-
ginning of this laft part, fo skilful in Afliiaica/ Learning
nor ISthat Icfs which the Approbation of the ingenious
Gemlemcnof Received Wit and Reputation, have given
them m the Verfes prefixt to xhhHiltory; nor muft I;,omit
the Judgment of a very ingenious Gentleman, which he
fcncin a Letterto the ATHENIAN SOCIETT,

fwhich being now in the Pitfs, | gota fightof) It be-
gins thus------

Gentlemen,

| happen'd to read that (beetofyour ATHENITAN
M ERCURY, inwhichyou rijolv'd a 1"utry concerning
fame Actionsof BRUT E S, that rtfemble Reafon, your
Difcourfe there was fovery acute and folid that it eavittd
rnttoftr~e divers others, which withoutflattery, gave me
that tfittmfor you, that | rtfolv'd toltnd my befi ajjfjtanee,
to render your Endeavours beneficial to the World, which |
ought to fuppoft it the Mari”™ you Aimat. | look on your
Vndertiking, as ore of the mojl laudable Projeas, our
Age has invented, and if prudently manag'd, the mojl con-
ducing to improve Knowledge in the generality of Mankind
according to their ftveral Capacities----------- after this
he proceeds to fome very good advice, for which | refer
you to the 12 Numbers, which compicat die 6th.
Volume; befides the general and cncrcafing Applaufc of
ail the Nation, all which together has made tlicm fur-
mount all the Malice, and imootent Endeavours of their
part and prefent Enemies, and five them beyond the
power of thofcthu BROODI NG ENVT (hall pro-
duce hereafter.

Having thus run through ail the points | propos'd to
my felf upon my refolution of Writing of this Hijiory,
with a much greater brevity,! confefs, than what the well
handling a Subjeft of this extent requir'd, 1ftiall here

con-
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conclude, with a Hiort View of what | have done.

I d thejfr/J pirtt | have reprefented the NOVELTY,oc-
caiioD, and manner of its Invention j the Advantages it
afforded the virorid, as the making that familiar to many
which was before confin’d within too narrow a compafs,
and recomreending the btikty of Knowledge to them,
who were frightned from it by the Mirctnary &hools j
whereas its eafie Charms in the Athtnian Vrifs, will excite
,niany to the fhidy of Wifdom ; they, at Icaft, whofc
necelTary Bufraefs will not permit a more tidiaut Difqui-
fition, may gather good notionsof things by a nicer cur-
fory reading of the wtelNy Mtrm'us, which will be no
fmall improvemtHt of Civilityy and Convirfation. Farther,
I (hewd, that it was unrcafonable, that they to whom
Nature had given a nobli Otnius fhould be denied, when
grown up, the improvement of it (without the tedious
Difeipline of die School) bccaufc their Parents had neg-
IcAcd, or their Circumftanccs hinderd it when young j
that they who naturally flight Learning, will do fo ftill,
fince this Defign is to improve, not alttr Nature} that
it were an lujuftice, that they who value it ftiould be de-
prived ofit, becaufc confin'd to Languages: Nor is it
reafonablc that a Htdant fthould efteem himfcif above
others, for one without the other. 1 fhall only add here
to thdi Confiderations, that whereas this was begun in
War (rfefl Peace is gentrally the Mother of new Arts, and
Science.f) fo it has fcveral Advantages proper to the
Temper, and Exigencies of fuch a hurrying, and martial
titfle, when Armsy and Stratagems take up too much of
our hours, to permit us to fpend many in the Enquiries
into Truth, and all forts of Learning, by the perufal of
volumieous Trads*

Nor did I forget the Difficulties which prefemed thcru-
fclves to the Members ofthcS'VWMty, to hinder their en-
gaging in this Affiiir; firfl,asto anfwerlng all Quarries
well,and to the facisfaftion of thofc that pretend to follow
Rcafon for their Rule, all Sciences being fo very dilpu-
table) asalfofrom the £ai7, and of others) and
laftly, from the different Humors of the ~uariAs. Nor
could | pafs over the due Praife of the Pir(l chat fet ic
(B foot.

In the feeond part | endeavour’d, according to the beft
of my Knowledge, to reprefent the Progrefs, Methods, and
Performances oftlic SOCIETY when eftablifh’d, which
if | fhould have run into the Vaftnefs that the Subjeft
requir'd, f muft have fwell'd my Book into a Volume as
big as all they had writ but defigning this as the
ri8.'s Companion, or Pec”et-bno”, | was forc’d™ not only
to omit the abundance of difficult Texts of Scripture they
have explained, and other matters of Dtvtffiry, buta no
Icfsuainbcr of F/js/o/a/fibtea/Queftions, and only inferred
References to thofc chat are Medicinal, Chirurgical, and
Mathtmatical e>c. thinking chat fuffidenc to direA any
one in all his Quxries to the Society. Nor was it poffible
in fo volumiuous a Mifccllany to give e'ery Member his
due Performance, efpecially fince | confefs mv /gnoranct
as to that particular) however, tlie Talents of each were
fo univerfal, that if Sicknefs or abfence of a Member hap-
pen'd, ic was eafdy fupply’d by the Abilities of the refl.
1 (hall only add, chat they jointly ajji™ one another in aJ
things that require Confultation ) and, that they have ad-
vanced fcveral things that are wholy NEiV, and explained
thofe Difficulties in a little time, which one would judge
the bufinefs of Ages. In this fame part | have a little in-
fifted upon animperfeft Defence oftheir Poetry, though
any one that believes, that a Member of this Society was
concerned in the fearch after Wit, will think my Labour
in fpent in perfwading the World of what it mufl grant,
that they have not a little) but 1direAed my Difeourfe
to thofc who were fo abounding in themfelvts, that they
dtny’d ir, | have alfo (as | think every man of Honor
ought) undertaken their Defence for anfwering the La-
dies ~“Hxries.

In the third part, | have in few words given a ProfpeA
ofwhat the World is fuddcnly to expeft from the Lear-
ned Pensof our and likcwifc what ithasrea-
fon to hope hcrcjlicr.  Nor did | forget the Oppofitions
this Uodtrwking has met with, with a too-favourable
account (whcnlc>.uld have done much more) of both
tiic PrincipUs of its Oppoftrs, and the Injujliee of their
Eodeavours: In all which, if | can merit Pardon from
that Ingenious Society, and the more judicious pare of
the World,| fhall think I have attained to no fmall piece
cf Happinefs, and Sucoefs. LAVS DEO.

POSTSCRIPT.

the Conclufien of this Hiften, 1~have treceiv'd
thefe two following Letters, the firfl of which fhews,

RY o &cC. Part |lI.

Member of the Athenian Society, and alfo what | have fald
in his juflPraife)which ooewithflaodinghis modefl Let-
ter, | (hall never rerraA, but mufl only add one thing
which | had forgot, and that is. That his Knowledge in
SACRED WRIT does not a little adorn his other Accom-
plifhments, as may be feen in the managemeue of that
Controverfie againfl the Anabaptifls, which I have fpo-
ken more fully of in the preceding part of this Hiflory. |
have adventur'd to iranfcribe his Letter verbatim for the
Prefs,rather chufing to add tomy rudeuefs in ading with-
out his Licence for it, than in not doing him that Juflice
which he deferves. 'Tis as follows.

S I R,

Am inform'd, that you have begun to verite the Hiflory

of the Athenian Society, andthat you have tikjn a
particular notice ofre as thefirjl Vnderta”er,and under the
name of a Mathematician, the laji oj which | do hereby dif-
own ) asjoryour other Encomiums,and PeTformances.which
(I'm tola) you've attributed to me, | can deny nothing of
‘'em but the Merit, and could wifbyou'd fpar'dyour Chara-
Her till 1 had better deftrv'd it\ for I have neither trat
FondnefsnorVanityfor any thing I've done, to preferr a
noife about it toits ownlilent merit, ifit had any. Fray
pardon e, ij | defire you would alttr your Charaller oj e,
or transferr it to the refi of my Brethren of the AcheDilo'
Society, who better dtferve it: Orifit be toolate, by rea-
Jon offome piitts already printed, that you would a little
jofttn it, or make the belt Excufe you can in thofe that art to
come; for I loo”™ upon the Applaufe and Scandal oj the Age
to be Synonimous words among™fuchas are really wife,and
tbtrevtrfeof'em much more eligible to

Sir, your humble Servant, R. S.

By this Letter indeed will appear the great mode™y of
this Gentleman) nor is that of the refl of his
Brethren lefs: But tho’ Modefly be an excellent Virtue,
yet fometimes its DiAates arc not to be obeyed) as here,
when out of a Self-deoial,and humble Opinion of himfd”
it would oblige me not to give this Ceocleman what ishis
due, and rob the World of Great Examples, with which
it isfo ill fumifbed.

The other Letter is from the Gentleman, who gave me
an infight into the Affairs of this Society, which I'll add,
becaufc ic gives a farther light into the SubjeH of myHi-
]20ry) only I mufl omit thebeginning of ic, teiog a Praife
ofray Performance, which | am abloiutcly fure 1do not
at all deferve.

S| R,

— andfinceyou have made tbatufe of the
Information you got oj e, 1 wi” you had communicated your
Defignfoontr, that I might have given youfome other Hints,
as neeeffary as any you have bad, concerning the more fe-
crccTranfaAionsa/ the Athenian Society, as to the order
they obferve in their Converfation when they meet, tho' ofdif-
ferent years, that maizes no confufion, tho' uponfuch different,
and difficult SubjiHs, a Moderator being alwaits thofe by
majority ofVotes, to determine any point in Controverfie;
and 'tU unanimoufiy agreed, that whenever any Member is
abfext onany occafion, btfbali tranfmit his Papers, for the
Approbation, and concurrence of the whole Society, unltfs
in fomeparticular cafesAnd if any more feleH Notion, or
refin'd Thought, is repofited in the Mind ofany ore of them
'tis freely imparted to the whole by Word, or mixing, and
by themimprov'dfit for the public view they never chufing
tafit ~uejlions, but slwaies fomtthing that may be curious,
and. diverting ) if they affeHed the contrary, they might fa-
tisfie abundance of their impertinent ~u.trifls, tho'fome of
thofe that carry an eafie Face, are very diSicult to refolvt )
as that about the Oxeqnct, Tyburn, Septuagefiraa, &c.
They never put in any ridiculous ~uejiient themfelves, or
abufe their Quxrifts, or their ObjeHors, but are as wilting
to learn as to inform others, it being thefianding Law of
the Society, not to undervalue other ingenious Perfons. Th/y
allow there are extraordinary men is all Sciences, excelling
any in this Society) but there has not been any Bool»selleT
yetfo happy as tofindfo many to anfwir thisgrcn End. By
Time, and Exercife they themfelvts own, they have been in-
formed by their Quxrifts. 9 hen Authors are fiunt upon any
point, or come not up to the Queflion, the Law is. That no
Mctsiixt fhall publ” the Solution till he has impartid his
Reafons to tbt Society for their Approbations. | bear they
are refolved to corrtHfome Anfwtrs as foon as they have Iti-
furt i and they have excludtd one Member, for malting a
frequent breach of this R\i\c, bicauje their defignis to ieavt
nothing imperfUl, as near as they can.
Yours to command, C. b.
Having received this Letter, | thought ncccnitry to
infert ir, fince the Concents of it were wanting to make
this HISTORY CQmpilcat.





