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The Athenian Mercury:
Refolving W E E K L Y  all the moft

Nice and • •  Curious Quejtions
Propos’d by the I N G E N I O U S .

feamiuab, A p ril 4/A. 1 6 9 1 .

Qpefi:. I .  O fV  Seafis came into Jjlandj
to which may be added, for 
the Similitude o f the Argu­

ment another, fent by an ingenious Gentleman
from Cambridge------- - How jome remote J(lands
came fr f i  to be inhabited ?

j^nfve. The latter o f tbeQ ijcftions, which 
appears to me much the Icfs difficult o f the 
two, and on which the other ruay perhaps have 
fome dependance, fhall for thefe Reafons be 
firft Anfwercd. In order to which it muftbe 
remembred, that this being a thing only to 
be gueft ac, H^ftory therein leaving us in the 
dark, all we cm do, is to advance fome pro­
bable Hypochefis, which muft ftand till it ap­
pears chargeable with any abfurdity.

W e fay then, that the W orld was firjb Peop­
led from the as Holy W rit affiares, and
Hiftory and Reafon perfwade, Arts and Arms 
firft flouriffied there, and almoft innumerable 
Armies appearing in early times, whence re­
peated fwarms or inundations ftill ifiuing in 
the fame Courfe with the Sun, thrufion one ano­
ther, from  Place to Place, and Ifland to Ifiand, 
we mean thofe Icfs remote from the Continent, 
an^ which in clear Weather might be feen 
from i t ,  and Ships eafily get thither^ for 
whatever other Authors fay, we are fure there 
was Shipping as early as N oah; but what’ s this to 
thofe more rerhote, as America, when the Com- 
pafs was not invented ? firft let that beprov’d 
an Ifland, and then we’ ll difpuce further on’ c j 
in the mean time ffiall take the liberty to fup- 
pofe on, that ’ ewas People from the North- 
weji-partof Tartary, which if  not a Continent, 
muft yet be much nearer to thofe parts than 
our fide o f  the W orld. For the fecond Que-
ftion------- Beafts might pafs the fame way, and
perhaps eafier than Men ; I f  ’ ds all Land 
through inaccejfible Snows and Woods, i f  only 
lome ftraic and narrow Se% feparaces, no­
thing more common than for Sailers in that 
part o f the W orld to find great Numbers o f 
living Beafts floating upon the Ice , and this 
way as well as oih^r wild Beafts might bedri- 
driveu over, or be there without fo much 
trouble, i f  we admit this following Hypothe- 
fis, wherein I can forefee no abfurdity. That 
there were /(lands before the Flood can’t be 
prov’d by Hiftory or Reafon: let's fuppofe 
therefore there were none, but fome actually 
made by its Fury and Violence, other parts 

-of the Continent only difpofed or prepared 
for Iflands, continuing joyn’d by a very fmall 

; while that remain*d^ there was a Bridge'

large enough for the Beafts to go over, which 
being in procefs o f lime worfl aw ay , where­
o f Tradition, Obfervation and Hiftcry gives 

. us Inftances, thofe Peninfulas were thereby Irans-. 
form’d intocompleat Iflands.

Queft. 2. Whether a Perfon D ivortM  by Law 
may lawfully Marry another , while thofe they 
were firft marryed to are yet living?

Anjw. The beft Cafuift that ever w as, r6- 
folves the Qiicftion in a few words, of 
St. Matth. 32 . Whofoever fhaU M arry her that
is Divorced, committeth Adultery j ------- -and that’s
enough to give the importunate Querift fatisfa- 
ftion, if  he really either or defiresxt.

Queft.. 3 . Whether Polygamy were lawful to 
the Jew s?

Anfw. T o  anfwer this, we muft confider 
the Term , Lawful, in refpedt to the Law o f 
Nature writ in the minds o f Men. The po- 
fitive Laws o f God, and even the Ceremonial 
Inftitutions for the People o f the Jew s, and 
thofe Laws, or Ufages and Cuftoms which had 
the force o f Laws, \vhich they eftablilhed a- 
mong themfelves, as they were a Body Poli­
tick. By the laft I know not but it might be 
lawful, at leaft’twas certainly cuftom iry, and 
feems tolerated by M ofes, who was their fo- 
vereign Prince and King in Jefturun  ̂ for the 
fame Reafon Divorces w ere, namely for the 

• hardnefs o f their Hearts, and to prevent worfe 
confequences. By the Laws which God him- 
fe lf reveal’d to ’em by Mofes, we fiiid not one 
Syllable like any fuch Penniflion, whence ic 
does not appear that by. them ’twas ever law­
fu l By the Laws o f Nature I think it abfo- 
lately unlawful, and to this our Saviour re­
duces the Jews, telling ’ em —  from the begin- 
ing it was not fo. Had there been any neceflS- 
ty o f more Women than on e, more wou’d
have been form’d for the firft M a n -----he had
all conduc’ d to his happinels, and.whatdoes 
otherwife is unnatural. It feemes difagrceable 
to the Law o f Nature, to permit fuch a pra- 
ftiec as draws with it the rooft fatal Incon­
veniences and unnatural difturbanccs in Fami­
lies and even Em pires, which Polygamy un­
avoidably does, as we may eafily fee in the 
Seraglio’ s o f the Eaftern W orld. There's no 
earthly Happinefs like mutual the more in- 
cenfe the one, the greater the other •, but Lov^ 
divided into various Channels or Beds, is like 
a River ferv’d at the-fame rate, always ItferPd, 
fometimes loft. After all, Whether ’ tiS nulavvful 
by theCbriftian Law , is another Qjieftion: for 
as fome things ^re thereby lawful "u

Ayuntamiento de Madrid



w^re unlawful to the Jn v s , fo by parity o f 
rcafon, feveral things lawful to them may not 
be fo to us.

Queft. 4. WhetUr is hjpftir^ a, Mmicd or an Vvmarried 
State ?

An[p}. In FafI ‘ tls much as you Order it. A’M^afhvt- 
Ij coaftderei, weniuft ask th e 'Towns leave to conclude 
the Married State the happier: Fortius we have unan- 
fwerable Authority, *tis Eternal iVifdtm that lays, ‘T/j  
not r̂,od jor Man to be alone. T o  come to rcalbn, ’cis more 
Natural, (or in the ocher State Man can’ t lawfully An­

sw er his Hifical En<.% and pcitbrm that which the Phi- 
lofopher calls rr<tji*ntij^mum Opus Vhaifis: I fay lie 
can neither do this lawtully, nor lb much as agreeably 
to his Nature, fince Beafts only l ave all Common, but 
Propriety is one o f the moft darling Prewgacives of 
Man.

Queft. 5. ivhether rchat Dr. Sherlock Cites m  of Bipop 
O^eralb Convocation Boot, and other his Ajfcrtious, be \ufi- 
cUnt iogrouni an Oath of Allegiance upon}

Anftv. ‘  Tvvould be a pleafant thing to attempt Difput- 
iiig over fuch an intricate Controvernc in part of one 
half Jheet: But to give feme reply at prelcnt, though we 
meet with more on’t in our next, Vide Queft. r, 2 ,3 ,4 .

5. ‘ till I can lie  a more fatisfaitory Anfwer to 
thofe e.xcellent things printed in his Defence by one o f tlie 
moil learned fens in the iVorld, and ‘ till I can be pointed 
to any one fingle Government in any Place or Age, (be* 
lidcs that of th c ^ t w )  with all its Appendages,tbuncied 
and fettled on any other Foundations, or any other Prin­
ciples of more general Ufe, or more cafily intelligible, or 
more conducing to the Civil happinefs of Mankind, 
which the great Law of Nature obliges us to p rrferve:
I  (hall ftill be o f the fanum iiid l was ever fmee 1 read 
the Dr. and Anfwer theQueftion in the affirmative.

Qiicft. 6. The (irait line is 6co-foot, and the Hill 6670, 
querc f/cro many more Tales { each 6 Inches broad) mill the 
/Jill rtcjuirethan'ihe jirait line, all fet atequal dijlances.

Anftv. You ought to have fet down how iniich the di- 
fiances arc ( i f  any J  but we rather believe, the defign 
was that the Pales were intended to be fee clofe together, 
if  other w'ife, declare hi the wext: in the mean time, taking 
it for granted, we anfwer, that 12000 Pahs will fill 
the ftraic line, and the fame number will be required to 
pale the Hill, the reafon is, a p<-ipcndicular f’ale is no 
broader upon tJie iide or top o f an Hill, than it is hi a 
Valley or ftraiC line.

<.(utft. 7. If the Star in the Confellutioa of CalT.opceia, 
feen about i 6 i g  and never before or fince, rvasa Miracle.^

Arfto. I f  fuel) i  Star wasfeen as ispretonded in 16 19 , it 
is a Miracle, i f  there was an impolf.biliiy of lecing it be­
fore or lince; but i f  upon a curious inquifition it could 
have been fecn before or fince, then ‘cis no more a Miracle 
than the nature o f this queftion, which is on purpofe, or 
out o f Error, ftated a perfeft Criticifm and quibble.

Quefi. 8. Whether there is a Vacuum ?
Anfro. In admitting a Vacuum, we run into very great 

Abfurdities by offering falfe Conclufions from falfc Pee- 
inifles. 1 would ask our Porainfi Maintainers whether God 
or Nature ever did any thing in vain, either immediately, 
or by an accidental Confequence ? tliey will anfwer in the . 
Negative, or run into deeper Abfurdities; Wherefore 
taking it for granted, I ask o f what ufe is a Vacuum ? or 
what produces it ? their ignorance in the nrft we 11 pafs 
over, and if to the laft they fay, *tis a privation of matter 
form'd by thepparationof' bodies', thatalfo is an Error, for 
materiality can never be the bfficient caufe o f its Contra­
riety, v/?. Ko hing. We admit matter to be divifible and 
fubdivifible , and Ib on ad Infnitum; if an Inftrument 
could be made fine enough for reparation, and the Eye 
ftrenghned to guide that Inftrument to operate on fuch 
fub-divided Particles, but the Motion of none o f them, 
nor any thing e fe can produce a Vacuum for as the Air 
is driven forward by one body’s motion, fo that body is 
purfu’d by tfie Air behind : This is evident by the morion 

- o f  a Feather or any light matter, which will follow 
your hand if you ftrike the Air near it. Alfo, if you 
move aj^ick in the water, you will fee the water purfue 
it as if Nature abhorftl i  Vacuum. Now we argue a A/4- 
)oTt, if thick water ( or Air condens’d ) admits not a Vâ  
euum, the Air being much more fubtile and refined can­
not i and the Argument is yet the ftronger, if we confi- 
der that Air may be contrafted or dilated, as ‘ appears 
from feveral Inventions o f Engines, Air Guns, ^e,

Queft. 9. tvb.it u the caufe of 7'itiUamn ?
Anfh\ My Lord Bacon has obferved, that a man is the 

moft ticklifh where the Skin Is the thinneft,. which as he 
adds, cauVes a quicker Emifiion.of the Spirits; but this 
cannot be the Efficient reafon, becanfe another can tickle

me where 1 cannot tickle my fe lf; and wy Skin Is no 
thicker when another touches it than when I touch it my 
fclf. The certain reafon is, the abundance of Nerves, 
which are Minifters o f fenfation^ as for.Example, the 
Palms ot the Hands, and the Soles o f thcFettare very 
Nervous. Another reafon is the unaficuftomedrefs of 
touching thefe Places, as appears in this, that the hand 
is notfo rickliffi as the foot, becaufe *tis more uled toic.

Queft, 10 . why doth the Hair and Sails c f dead Feeple 
grow ?

Aniro. Bccaufc that Humidity and Moifture :]^ac is the 
caufe of their growth, is not exhaufted till a cocikicrablc 
time aftCi Death. f,ut that which makes the Hdrand 
Nails o f dead Pcoplefctin to grow fafter thantliey .'■ eally 
do, is*fhc falling away andcoiitratlion of the Fkfii, wiicre- 
by the Hair and Nails appear nearer the Roots, and con* 
fcqucntly fccm longer.

Queft. II . What fortof Government is be/}?
Anfm. That Government which'is. moft proper to a 

Nation In one Age, may be improper to the fame Nation 
in another; witnefs the who weregoverned
by Judges, Kings, and Tetrarchs, the two firft we read 
to be Che infticutions o f Heaven, and there being an im- 
pollibility o f two Eefts at one time, the alFertion above is 
demonftrated. But the particular GeniusancIConfticution 
of the Engliffi Nation fwms to be .calculated for a Mo- 
nanhj, having never been fo powerful and happy in any 
other Government 5 thefe that confuIcHiftorv cannot be 
Ignorant o f thisTruth, which if  particularized wouMnoc 
anfwer the brief defign of this Paper; I only add one 
Femark, That Monarchy feems to be the moft natural 
fort of Government, for what ever Nature produces that 
has more than one head, is efteemed nionftrous, and more 
adapted to an hoftilc Tyranny than a paternal Rule.

Qutft. 12 . Qj r̂iUit rum Argentum vivum a nitura pro- 
duilum quod Romsn̂ . Liquoris ^trrni apud Tiinium meruit, 
inveniri potuit decies /epties aqaa Tkanufi pcniercfm ^  apui 
quern venale reppi ur Londini.

An/vj. Ingenue fateor Nondum periculum feci decorum 
pondere, fed amicus eft mihi in Metallis feptentrionalibus 
verfatus, qui afferuic fe fepiffmic venas argenti vivi inve- 
niffu natura pjoduftas, qaem de hac re per literas tertio-. 
rem faciam, &  poftea refponfionem debite fpondeo.

(<’ueft. 13 . Whether a Confefor my difeover Secrets com. 
Wiitted to him ?

Anjxo. The Church o f Rowe may do what they pleafe, 
who can be pardon'd when they pleafe; for an ill thing 
not done, and an ill thing pardon'd are thefanie in Effeft. 
But amongft Perfons thatare notdrejviv'd of Reafon and 
common Civility, the queftion feems to bear this Anfwer, 

That unlefs it be matter o f Treafon againft the State, 
and Injury to our Neigbour, fuch an one is the greateft
Villain in N atu re, and at once breaks all his Bonds o f
Di»ty to Heaven, his Neighbour, and himfelf.

Queft. 14 . whether Miracles are ceased?
Anfvo. Much of the controverfie lies in the Definition 

o f a .Miracle, which I believe not fo eafie to fix as is com­
monly imagined ; That which appears to me moft full is—. 
A work beyond the ordinarj poner produced by a Di­
vine Agent, the Doubt rccurrs, How mail we know the 
Agent Divine? I anfwer, by comparing and examining 
what‘ s thereby done, and the end it propofes with Rea­
fon and Revelation.

T o anfwer the kueftionexprefiy, I grant ‘ tis generally 
held in the Affirmative, and the Argument feems very 
ftrong, God does nothing in vain, nor will make any Con- 
tradiftionin Nature, unlefs for Tome weighty and even 
ncceflary Reafon ; none o f which can now be pretended. 
But the truth o f the laft Aflertion I am a little doubtful 
of. A warninggiren to any PerCm o f impedingunavoid- 
able danger by a Dream, or any thing o f that Nature, 
comes up to the prefent Definition. I know not how to 
anfwer feveral undoubted matters o f F a flo f that Nature, 
nor therefore to affirm the n.tal ccafing o f Miracles <jn all 
Occafions. But thu^far the forementioned Argument 
may hold, that we are to expeft none fuch for the Confir­
mation o f any ancient Doftrincs, nor to receive any new 
ones bccaufc attefted by ftrangc things, but rather fufpeft 
them.

A D V E R T I S E M E N T .

W E had prepared a large Anfwer to the 201K Que­
ftion in Humh. 2. but we think it more proper to 

referve the Publication of it till the condufion of our 
firft Volume, than toac.d it here.

This Paper rcill be publijhed raery T^Jefilay and 
Saturday.
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