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The Athenian Mercury
Refblving W E E K L Y  all the moft

Nice and Curious Quefiions
Propos’d by the I N  G E  N  I O U  S.

9

HJtmCcli anb flBntrcb accojWnff to î^btc*

Queft. I- \  7̂  'JH a t fort o f Creatures the
W orld in the Moon may 
be fuppofed to be inhabited 

by ? Whether they are governed by revealed Laws 
as we arty and whether they have bodies like onrŝ  
and what fort of Nourijhment or L ife  they have ?

Anfw. W e won’ t be fo uncivil to the Gentle­
man who fends this Quellion, as to call him a L h- 
naticĥ  onê  as fome o f the Fathers do that up­
on which the old Controverficabout Eajler de­
pended. All we fliall fay is, that the Qucfti- 
on makes a little too much hafte, and fuppofes 
on fafterthan any probability can follow it. In­
deed we mult take leave to fay that the matter 
w ill hardly bear a grave Anfwer, fince we have 
not fo much as one footftep o f either Experience 
or Reafon to guide us therein, and we don’ t 
pretend to Kevelation, Whether the Moon be a 
W orld or no like ours, all our Telefcopes can­
not yet give us any tolerable certainty- W e 
fee indeed Spots upon the Face o f it, fome tran- 
licnt, others permanent, but can make little 
o f  ’ em ; thus far perhaps we may go, and I’d 
be unwilling to venture a ftep farther, bccaufe 
’ els an ealic matter to fum ble m the That
by what appears to us it may be habitable, 
fince the Shades  ̂ and Lights & c. wou’ d per- 
fwade us ’ tis a folid body, perhaps in it fe lf 
opacous too 5 nor have we any Reafon to 
think it fliQuld have fo much as any light o f 
its own, nor an igneous or luminous Orb as 
the Sun is, becaufe we can’t find the leaft fen- 
fble heat proceeding from its rays though 
both Ihining in their own full vigour, and 
coDtraded in a Burning-Glais, yvhereas we 
have fecn Glafies made o f that exquifite Per- 
fedtion as to gather the fcattered Kays o f  the 
Sun at a Nonfe-window in a dark day when 
its body was clouded, fo as to give afenfible
warmth.—-----Habitable therefore we deny not
but it may be, but what fort o f  Inhabitants 
dwell there, what their Knowledge  ̂ Laws, 
Cuftoms and Manner o f L i fe , we think it no 
great difgrace to confefs our Ignorance in, 
and believe no man can refolve the Q uerift 
utilefs he’ ll pleafe to confulc Domingo Gonzalesy 
or Bergerac'^ true Hiftory o f thofe Regions, 
where he may meet with a very fatisfaftory 
Account as to all the Points in Queftion.

Queft. 2. Where was the Land Nod ? &C.
jAnfxv. This Queftion has been fent in twice 

or thrice, by fome Perfons who feem to think 
themfelves very w itty , and their Objedlions 
ucanfwcrable. But a thoufand things which

at firfl: fight appear much more diiSicult than 
thefe, arc blown o ff at the firft thought. In 
anfwer to this, what i f  we ftiou’ d fay the Land
o f Nod was no where, or every whtre,---- ’twould
ferve well enough to puzzle thofe who pretend 
to do as much by others. It may be ^napella- 
five  only, fignifying a wandring and vagabond 
fort o f L ife , as fome o f the greateft Commen* 
tators explain it. But i f  it be a proper Name, 
we may be moft likely to find it there where 
we find the City Enoch, foon after built by 
Cain. Now this City being the firft C ity in 
the W orld, the N am e, Scituation,  and Me­
mory o f it might very eafily be preferved by 
Noah and his Sons after the Flood ,  and the 
Country thereabouts in after Ages be called by 
that Name. Accordingly we find the Henochi- 
ans in feveral Places in the earlieft Ages about 
Pontus, Colchis, V z., Eaft o f Eden, as this Land* 
is deferibed, where i f  a determin’d Place, we 
fhali fix the Land o f Nod, till we fee any rea­
fon to the contrary.

As for C ain\ going from the Prefence o f the 
Lord, it may fairly enough be interpreted-—  
his lofing Gods Favour and protedting prefencet 
by his fins. This the forementioned ingenious 
Gentleman thinks the fence o f  the words, but 
with all refpedt due to fo great a man,there^s 
another ,  which to us, feems more probable,
namely,-----That be only was removed from
the publick Service o f God, than cxercifed in 
bis Father Adams Family. Both fences are fafe, 
let the Impartial Reader chufe which he likes 
beft,

Queft. Where extinguifli^d Fire goes?
Anfw. T he more grofs cxcrcmcntitious 

parts o f it fall down to the Earth, and the 
more fubtle and pure mount up to its Element } 
the reafon why we cannot fee it fo foon as ever 
its nourifhmenc and combuftible matter is ta­
ken from i t , is very fatisfadtorily anfwered^ 
Jut. Seal. Excer. 9. viz,. "  five perfpi^
cuum, n if condenfetur efi î uia vlfum non
terminat,  that is a Biaphonous or tranfparent 
Body, except it be conccna’ d (  as fire is when 
’ cis nourilh’d with matter ) is not vifibk.

Queft. 4. Whether there“'s any fuih th-n^ as 
true Friendfhip in the W orld, and wherein if 
conjijis ?

Anfw. I look Upon this as oue o f the moffc 
difficult Queftions yet propos’d, though ’tis
worked a little prepoftcroufly. -----W e fiiall
therefore invert the order o f it, and then 
deavour to give it SatUfadlioa. — lo order to
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which let 135 firft enquire into the Notion 
thereof, or find out wherein it confifts. In 
the Delhription whereof we’d avoid two Ex- 
treams, one the explaining it by Terms more 
dark than the thing it felf, as an unaccosmtabU 
1 know not what Sympathy whereinto fome 
w ill refolve i t j  the other tying our felves to 
the Ilr ift  rigid Definitions that the Philofo- 
phers give us o f it, who make fo much 
o f its ElTence, that none can according to 
them be Friends befides good M en, which 
Icems too fine and narrow a Notion, and con- 
tradided by our common Experience, which 
often enough prefents us with Inftances o f the 
higheft Faith , Generofity and Kindnefs to- 

■ ^ards each other in thofe who are o f a far 
different'Charader.

The Defeription then which we rather chufe 
o f Friendfhip is, —  2hat t̂is an intimateZ)nion 
o f Minds between two Perfons, founded either on 
Similitude or Benefits, and produ^ive o f the mofi 
noble and gent> ous Atlivns.

’  r is  an Vnion o f M inds: 3  A thing eafily 
enough underftood, though hard to explain, 
every one knows it when he feels it, and for 
this we may appeal to every one Who has it. 
That ’tis not a Vnion of Body, that it confifts 
not in kind Expreffions and great Proteftati- 
ons, we have as much certainty o f , as that 
there are thoufands married who are not Friends, 
and ten thoufand w ill complement you very 
handfomly , who at the fame time i f  they had 
3 handfome opportunity,  would cut your 
Throat.

It mujl be o f two Perfons only. 3 ’T w ill be rea­
dily granted that many Perfons may behave 
themfelves friendly towards each o th er, and 
fo be fa id fo  have a fort o f partial Friendfhip. 
But yet ftill one thing is certain, as was urg’d 
formerly in the cafe o f  Polygamy, that the 
more Sharers there are in a Heart, the fmalJer 
muft the parts be which every one poflefles. 
But we fpcak here o f Friendpiip in its height 
and vigour, not fo dilute zrsd weak as what we 
find in common Converfe, or ordinary Ac­
quaintance , and therefore it admits o f no 
more than two at once zs the Subject o f it —  • 
for in any other Circumftances the Union 
could rot be fo ftrift and intimate as the De­
finition here, and the Nature o f the thing it 
fe lf requires.

It muJl be fottfuUd either on mutual Similitudes 
or Benefits:  ]  The only Reafons and Seeds o f 
Friendfhip. On Similitude, for no man loves, 
at leaft intenfely, what is unlike him, though 
fometimes perhaps he may honour i t ; and 
this Similitude may affedt without diftinft re­
flection thereon, though generally we obferve 
fomething alike in thofe we make our Friends, 
either in B o d y ,  Circumftances, Humour, or 
manner o f Life. Though after a l l ,  I think 
Benefits are the Foundation o f many more 
Friendihips than the oth er, unlefs w e'll chufe 
to  fay that a man principally and ufually con­
fers Benefits where he finds fome likenefs or 
congruity to himfelf. ExpeCt not fuch a thing 
as a perfeElly dtfinterejfed Friendfhip in the World, 
’ cis impoffible, ’tis ridiculous, nay, 1 quefti- 
on whether the Angels themfelves w'ou’d love 
one another, were it not for the Pleafure they 
find In fo doing.

Laftly, ^Tis produBive of the mofi noble and 
generous A Bions: ]  That’s the effeCt and end o f 
i t , nothing is a greater Contradiction, ■ or
greater Nonfence, than a barren Friendfinp__ _
*'ris the molt reftlefs thing in the W orld, and 
juft contrary to its oppofites, Hatred or En­
vy, vtfhich are never pleas’d, but when doirig 
Mifchief, is never well fatisfied but while ’cis
doing o f good, and conferring o f Benefits------
and thofe o f the higheft Nature. A poor man 
may be really as magnanimous as a Crefus or a 
Cafar, and no benefit in the W orld like Coun- 
fel. Comfort, Sympathizing with Sorrow or 
Jo y , which are in the Power o f  all men to 
d ifpofeof where they fee convenient.

 ̂Thus have we endeavoured to give a rude 
kind o f sketch or fome few outlines o f this no­
ble Virtue. I f  now we are ask’d  v^hether 
there be any fuch thing in the W orld, wcan- 
fwer, there may be, becaufe the notion on'*c is 
not in ^ ffib le , but where it aflually is we won’t 
pretetra to difeover.

Qiieft. 5. Why may there not he invented a per~ 
petual Motion ?

Anfw. Archimedes that indefatigable Inqui­
rer into Mathematical Speculation, having this 
Qiieftion propofed unto him, viz.. Whether he 
could remove the Globe o f this World, he made 
thisAnfwcr, That i f  the propofer could find ano- 
ther Bafis to fix  the foot o f his Engine upon, he 
would undertake to remove it. In like manner we 
fay. Find us Bodies or M atter that are qualified 
for a perpetual Motion,  and -wBll undertake the 
affirmative o f the Queftion. But i f  Upon a par­
ticular fearch o f every individual Particle o f 
the Creatioji, we find nothing but w hatisfub- 
jeCi: to change {not by flux o f time, for time 
deftroys nothing , but by ) Motion and Anti­
pathies in Nature, then it follows that 
poffibility o f perpetual duration, necejfitates the im- 
pojfibility o f a perpetual Motion.

Quefi. 6. ivh.it is to be thought of the TnfmigratuH of 
Souls ?

Anfm. The Notion that we have of it  is, that the great 
Propagators of tliat Dodlrinc, as PUto, Pythagoras, Flo- 
tinus, taught it C not becaufe they believed it, but) 
to ftir up their Auditors to ad efireo f great and vertuous 
Aftions by tclliag them i f  in habitsof Vertue clicir Chil­
dren Ihouid be born, the Souls of the greateft Heroes 
would chufe them as proper Manfions for their aftuation, 
and fo on the contrary, but it appears fo ridiculous a 
Doarine to any thinking Perfons, that ’tJsfcarce worth 
the Confutation ; however for the Inquirers fake ( who 
perhaps may think he has got the Soul o f  Empedocles ) I 
will throw away one Argument to profelyte him, v/>
In a Tranfmigratlon o f one Soul in and out o f feveral 
Bodies, which o f all thefe Bodies muft the Soul be joyned 
to at the day^f Judgment ? and if  it has afted fome that 
have been wicked and fome good, how can it iaftly un- 
dergoe one Sentence.

Advertilcment.

T h i s  tsto fatisfie the Gentleman that dtfirti to krtow tohe- 
ther he or his Friends might propofe their Qiteftions in 

French or Dutch, becaufe they touid not writt Englifh that 
they may ( or in any other Language ) and Jhall have Anfmert 
to them i f  foon as rvc have difpaubi thofe Queftiansw have al­
ready received, which wekpe to do by the 2otb. ofthu In/iant ;  
after which time All curious Inquirers may begin to fen.i in 
their New Queftions as direiled in the firil Gazett, viz 
to beleft at Mr. Smith’5 Coffee-houfe in Stocks-market.’  Like- 
wife thoje Gentlemen that fens uf one Mathematical, and three 
Latiu Queftions this IVeek, jhall fcon hear from us to their full 
Satisfailions.

This Paper will is puilijhei every Tuefday and 
Saturday,
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