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The Athenian Mercury;
Refblving W E E K L Y  all the mofi:

Nice and Curious Quejtions
Propos’d by the I N G E N I O U S . ,

featucdaj?, April i8  16 9 1,

Qiieft. I . Here was Varadice ?

Anfxo. I f  we find the Rivers, fome or all, 
the ScUuatioD, the very Name Eden— -we ftiall 
go very far toward the difeovery o f the place 
it felf. For not fo much as to mention the 
whimfeys o f thofc who place it in the middle 
Region o f the Air in the Moon, or where their 
own giddy Fancy plcafes, the incomparable 
Sir Walter Rawki^h, one o f the greateft Orna­
ments the Gentry oiEngland  had, has lit­
tle lefs than demonUrated to us that Tis in 
A Jfyria, in a pleafant Ifland made by the R i­
ver Tygris. This place is Eaftward o f the 
W ilderncfs, where Mofes may be fuppofed 
to write bis Hiftory. ’ T is  in a Country cal­
led Eden^ ( and ’tis the Garden o f  E den ,  fo 
fiysM ofeSy Eaftward in Eden, )  This place is 
near two ofthe Rivers mentioned in the Scrip­
ture : Euphrates and Tygris all grant to be Pe- 
rath and Hiddtktly and thefe are joyned by 
this Ifle , and afterwards divided. For the 
other tw o Rivers we are thus directed t o ’em, 
one compafles HaviUhy the other Chns, both 
are near this Ifland. W e have fomething like 
Tifon in the River called Pafi-Tygrisj and ano­
ther near the fame that circles Chus or Ethio- 
piay which therefore may well be fuppofed to 
be Gihon> I f  there’ s no abfurdity in all this, 
and many in any other Hypothefis, what we 
have here advanced is like to ftand till fome 
other advancesa better.

Queft. 2. What Gog W M agog w e  y and 
whether yet to he dejiroyed ?

Anfw. I f  he means that Gog and Magog in 
the Old Tejlamenty mentioned by the Prophet 
Ez.ektely it  will not be difficult to know who 
they arc by the Company they keep. In one 
place they arc named together with Mejhech 
and Tubaly in another with Comer and Togar- 
ma. ’Twill be a little too far to go feek for 
Me^sech in Mujeovyy or Tubal at St. Vbes in 
Spairty whom all the moft valuable Commen­
tators place a great deal nearer, namely, in 
fome parts o f the Icflcr Afia. Here then we 
ought to feck for Gog and Magogy and ’tis 
here, namely, in C(rlofyria y that Pliny himfelf 
finds it fw ' us. — Hierapolisy fays he, a City in

Ccelofyriay which ihz Syrians Magog,-----The
fame as learned Geographers conclude, which 
is now named Aleppo j in fome o f the firft Ages 
o f the W orld the moft notorious for Idolatry 
o f any other, and a fort o f a Pantheon for the 
Heathen Gods, whence it received its Name. 
For which Reafon the Prophet chufes it to ex- 
prefsthc Enemi'es o f the Church, which fhould 
infeft it after its Reftoration from Babylon ;  
as other Prophets both in the Old and New Te~ 
ftament make Babylon it fe lf the head o f the 
Churches Enemies. Thefe People o f Magogy 
Ez.ekiel fays, fhould come up and befiege Jeru- 

falemy and receive a great overthrow before i t ; 
which accordingly happened to a tittle fome 
Ages after, when Antiochus or Seleucusy Kings o f 
Syria , under whofe command the forementi- 
oned C ity was, defigning to deftroy the JewSy 
or at leaft their Religion, loft fo many Armies 
in the W ar againft ’em, land at length their own 
Lives by the hand o f Heaven. Some indeed 
think that this Prophefie relates to the fame 
time with that mentioned in the 10th. o f  the 
Revelations j but the interpretation already 
brought feems much more natural and ealie* 
I f  th t Proponent m taastht Gog in d  Magog fpoke 
o f in the Revelations y which fliall come up 
againft the Holy Cityy and be deftroyed by 
Fire from Heaven, we anfwer, It feems pro­
bable that by them are meant the whole Col- 
Invies o f wicked Men, whom the D evil ftirs 
up to difturb the Church toward the End o f 
the W orld, at the latter end o f the thoufand 
y e a rs ; which whatever is meant by ’em we may 
undertake almoft to demonflrate are not yet 
paft, and therefore Gog and Magog not yet 
deftroyed.

Qi 3« Ifd̂ etker are e/idued icith a raxmd

Anjv>. The word Monfltr is too general a fignificatiorii' 
and ought to have !>een diftinguifh’d, whether by Mon- 
fter the Proiwier means a monftrous produft, from ‘a ' 
Natural Generation, as when two of a kind, ai Man and 
Woman, two Monkeys, ^c. produce fomething of the 
fame fpecics, yet with lefs or more Limbs, or a commix­
ture o f both Sexes f  for I have fceii an Hermapljrodite 
Monkey ) or when two Creatures o f differc it  Species 
generate a third betwixt both, as a Man withfome other 
Creature,’ or a Dog with a Fox, ISc. Dut becaufe o f the 
word rational, werauftruppofe Humanity concerned in
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the Genttetion', and then the Queftion is limited to ons 
of tljcfe, a Monftcr in Humautty, or a Monfter partly 
humane, anti partly brute. One ani'wer will ferve for 
both y which is tais, As fire is known by the quality of 
beat, fo a rational Soul is diftinguilhible by it Adions, 
i f  the Montter tan Number, diitourfe in Queftions and 
Aiilwers, ^c. ( whicli no Creatuie tan be taught but 
what has tho Habit and A d o f Ratiocination,, it follows, 
that ibth a MonRer has a rational 6oni, and (hall be ac­
countable in the day of Judgment for its Adions.

Queft. 4. it̂ here are SwaHovs in the pf̂ intgr time, And 
hoto Hie they for ihofe fix Months ?

Anjw. Wc arc informed in Hiftory, that as they feel 
our Aegion to grow colder, they follow the heat, and 
vilit the southern Gouiicrics, which arc more moderate in 
the Winter-time ; ju(t as beafts and other Creatures in 
Oreen-lAni, for the generality, loliow the light to avoid 
the Solitude of that long and tedious N ight: but as fome 
o f thefe by Age, Lamenels, or Accident tarry behindhand 

‘ a 'e  ltarv‘d,orare made an unnatural Prey to one another j 
lb thofe Swallows that carry behind perhaps from the fame 
Caufes, retreat to ruinous Buildings, and lubtcrraneous Ca­
verns, where the Cold makes ‘ cm fenfelcfs and void of
all appearance o f Life, as I have try ‘ d by pricking and 
dilmembring ‘ cm without any lenfeof Pain; and if they 
are really dead, as I am fatisfied they are, they have no 
need o f Suftcnance CO maintain what is not, 1 mean Life. 
1 remember the Royal Society give an Inttance o f a great 
clufterof Shallows that were found in a Pond o f water, 
that were joyned together, holding one another by the 
Legs, Wings and bills, and the Society concludes that they 
came there by a voluntary choice o f that Element; it looks 
improbable how they fhould find one another under wa­
ter, or be all in a mind to fall together; 1 fhould rather 
fuppofc that they crept into fome hollow bank near the 
W ater, which broke and fell in with ‘ cm. If it be ask't 
how they can revive again, 1 aiifwer, the matter ofFaft 
has been proved, not only in them, butCuckocs. And 
though 1 give no great Credit to‘what Pliny fays, that the 
heat o f the Sun docs form Creatures in ^^ypt out o f the 
very Mud; yet 1 doubt not but that the Sun meeting 
with Organs already capacitated for Animation, together 
with fome other natural Caufe, may revive Swallows, 
and the rather becaufe by my own Experiment I know 
that Fliesthat have beendrowned twoor three days may 
be bronghttolifeby theheat o f the Sun, or the applica- 
tion o f warm Alhes.

Queft. 5. lilsence the Wind his its Force, and the reifon 
of its Chxnges ?

Anfv>. From feveral Caufes, the firft may poflibly be 
the motion of the Elementary Bodies, astheSun, Moon, 
and Stars. The violence o f whofe Motion ( Ixing alfo 
fuch great Bodies 3 muft needs caufe a great Agitation of 
the Winds : if it be objefted, That thofe bodies moving 
oneway, toward the Wefl, always
Esflerly Winds 5 We anfwer, ‘ tis a miftake, for fome 
move obliquely, and fome retrograde; befides the diverfi- 
ty of Exhalations and Clouds caufe ReperculTions and 
Changes, by hindring the Courfe o f the Winds. Again, 
Clouds themfdves when they break into Showers, diu 
perfe the Winds by falling duwn, as is evident by the
Obfervation of fudden Winds before Ra n. _

Queft. 6. tri'efjber Cambridge or Oxfotdw the Anctenter 
Vniverfiiy ?

An[t9. Oxfordby421 years. j  t •
Queft. 7. What is tbecaufe of Thundery andvhat is tt.
An. xo. Thunder is generated thus ; The h « t  of the Sun 

caufes an afeenfion r»t two forts of Exhalations, the one 
of Water, the other of the more Humid and uquid 
Parts o f the Earth, as the juice of Trees, Plants, Herbs, 
Manured Fields, and fuch like, all which have a Natu- 
ral Salt, or a fpiritous fort of Sulphur, which meeting 
together Coagulate, and are of an inflamable Nature, 
as appears when they meet with proper Matter, to fet 
them on fire, either by Sympathy or Antipathy, for 
Eire will produce fire naturally 5 or Fire may be caufed 
by violent Motion and Rarification o f the A ir, as when 
a Flint and Steel are fmote together. Now ‘ tis confclfed 
by all Naturalifts that Heat and Cold have the fame 
Effeft in many O f c s ; to mention one, Heat thins and 
ratifies the A ir ; or to fpeak properly, is Air ririfed  y 
and (b docs extremity of Cold, for Cold is but a Priva­
tion of Heat, and is no part o f the Creation, and the

deftru£lion or change or its Nature terminates again in 
heat; this being prcmifcd, it follows, that Cold wliich 
lyes in the middle region of the A ir, meeting with its 
oppofice igneous Exhalations, by a kind of an Ancipc- 
riitalis, the Exhalation is kindled, and the v.olenc ttnfe 
is the Caufe of that Nolle we call '1 hundcr-Claps. i f  wc 
beaskt, why a Thunder bolt is formed like a pear? ( a s  
they have been often found ; )  We Anfwer, *cis natural 
they Qiould have that fliape, for any thing that is liquid, 
before its Condenfation, falls in drops, feme bigger, and 
fome Idler, but all drops juft as they fall, appear bottled, 
and (haped like a P«ar,fo thefe bituminous,lulpiiurous,liquid 
Exhalations, as they arc melted by the Extremity of heat, 
falling ( or rather with Violence thrown ;  through tfic 
Air, become hard. Tiiat they are compofed of a fuU 
phurous Matter, is evident in this, that where a Thun­
der-bolt fells, there is a ftrong fmell o f Sulphur or Brim- 
ftone.
• Queft. 8. WhitAre the Ckuds, andwhere rvben the Air is 
clear ?

Anfro. The Clouds arc of two forts, one an Exhala­
tion o f Water, the other of a more Terrcftrial Matter, 
as we have already mentioried; but where fuch are when 
the Air is clear, Teen s a little greater difficulty, though 
not an impoflibility to refolvc; Suppofc tlien a Room, 
through which there are fome Chinks for the rayesof tlic 
Sun to enter, i f  you look upon thofe rayes, you may plainly 
difeern the innumerable Attorns which dance in the A ir 
but if you go out to look for them in the Air, where the 
whole Body of the Sun has its effieft, there's notan At­
torn to be feen, though there are Attorns there alfo 5 
from this inftance i t  appears, that the trueft reprefenta- 
tionof light is when a darker Ifody is by', for no Man 
can judg of Light without tarknefs, nor o f  Motion 
without fomethmg fixt, S? c em ra; now the Clouds 
being rarify'd through an cxcelTive Heat, or drawn up a 
great diftance from the Earth, are invifible to us, and 
appear like A ir through the abundance o f Light, without 
commixture of Darknefs, which proportionably con- 
trafts our Optick N erves; this is evident, for after the 
cleareftand hotteft day, when the Element begins to be 
a little darkned, through the approaching N ig h t , the 
Clouds become vifible, and we fee what too much light 
debarred before.

Qiicft. 9. Is the SoulSuhleSto P/^on?
Anfw. W enever lee adeadManquarrelfome, and the 

Bodies of the living are but vivifyed Clay animated by 
the Soul, fe thatPaflion is an aftionof theSoul I  can­
not poffibly tell what the Querift means; he might as 
well have askt, Whether the Soul is fubjeff to life ? or 
to fpeak purer Nonfenle, Whether the Soul is fubjefl to 
it fe lf?  i f  the Inquirer pleafe to fpeak his mind in feme 
other terms, we'll endeavour his further fatisfaftion.

iadbeirtCcm ent.

nothingm ight bewanting to render oar Athcnitii Pro

T
/- ,  ........ -................. .......... ..................
Y-Q-lerviceableto the PublickiW* /kali now gh ie a fu r th er  
Account o f  what v e  ee fign 'd from  our v ery  fiTRengjgeing

in i t^ i ‘ -  which was not only to  confine our f i v e s  t c  AnfmeraU 
manner ot Qii«Hions whattverlfcaf /hall be f e n t  u s, fit f o r  a S efo - 
lution^ ( which /hall a lfs b e perform'-d from  ff'eek to IVetk eith er in 
Imglc Numbers, or at th e end i f  e v e r y  Votumz, f o r  th e Reafons hint­
ed  in Numb. 3.) bu ta lfo to  g i n  A tcounts o f  nu fi Books tran/jnitted 
t o  u s f r o m fo r t c  gn Vam, in  Order whereto we have already fe t t le d  
a Correspondtnee beyond bea being r e fo lv ed  to fp a r eo o  C h itg e s to  
gratifie th e Ingenious.

We de/ign alfo to in fert th e TranfaSions and Experiments o f f e v e -  
ra l’gn^VilaVitVioPcfs^andwhatever e l f e /j CURIOUS th a tjh a llb e  
f t n t u s f r cm  tim e to tm e ,a n d to t r a n s c ) lb e ( tb a t  f o  w e may th e more 
fu lly  make &oed our T it le )  fr em  the A(Pa Eruditorum Lipli*, the 
Paris Journ*l dcs Scavaos the Giornali de Leirerati, Printed at 
Rome and the Onivcrfal Hlllorlcal Bibliothcque, all that w e 
co n ce iv e  win beleoktupon here as va 'uable- - ■ A L L which we
intend toadda t th e  en d o f ev ery  Volume, they being L icenfedand £n- ter‘d, and new Tranllatin̂  in ord er to It,

We/hall aliaUng tub.'ijh ev ery  Volume ( with a Preface and Index 
to it } cufoon as e v e r  we have r e c e i v e d  j^ eR ion s enough to fillup  
Numb. ̂ o. that f o  th efe QuerilU that J ia y  longe/l fo r  Anfwers may 
not think us tedious.

This Paper will be Publi/ht a lwayeson Tuefdays and Saturdayes, 
th e Authors o f  it having now Obliged th em felves to be confiant to 
thofe two dayes.

A fter th e 20th. o f  April continue to f tn d  jewr New Q̂icfHoniAr 
di reB ed in th e fir/i Gaxet, viz. to be Uft at M r. smiths C ofte-h ou ft 
in th ! Stocks-market.
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