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The Athenian Mercury;
'nCucCtiap, J p r i l 2 l .  1 6 9 1.

Opeft.t. i .  W J  fJethcr there were any men V V before Adam ?
Anfw* I look upon this ^ eftien  to be as fen-

fibleas---- Whether there is any before
an Vnite ? Tlie firft admits o f no former. I f  
we believe there was e’ re fuch a Man as Adam, 
we mufl: believe the refl of the Hiflory, that be 
was the Father of aU Living, and made the laft 
day o f the Creation; and that the Creation 
o f all vifble things, the heavenly as well as 
earthly Bodies, educed out o f  Chaos or the 
firji matter. So that there could be'neither 
Man, nor fo much as a FUce, for him or any 
other material Being, matter it fe lf  that we 
know o f ,  being not fo much as then made. 
But whether or no there might not be mere 
Worlds before this, I Ihan’t determine, though 
’ tis certain even to a demonfiration, that i f  there 
were Aich Worlds they couM not be Eternal.

Queft. 2. What are the Souls of Brutes? 
Whether they have true Re«fon ,  and how they 
differ from that of Man?

Anfw. Thefe Qaeflions,  though propofed 
diflin^Hy, and as appears, by different Perfons, 
are here pat together, becaufe c f  their near 
depending on each other, as all o f ’em on that 
grand difficulty which we endeavoured to folve 
in the laft but one, concerning the Sotd o f 
Man.

In anfwcr to the firft Branch. W e are un­
willing to allow the Soul of a Brute an immate- 
rial fuhjiance, both becaufe wc thereby (hall 
give up a great Argument for the Immortality 
o f  our own Souls, and becaufe it's  highly un- 
philofophical to introduce any fuperior order of 
Beings where we can folve all by the known 
powers o f an Inftriour one, or at leaft by the 
primary and remote Influence , not immediate 
aftion o f what is fuperior, in giving fuch Forces 
and Powers to any thing as by its own Nature 
it appears capable of. Now, though it niuft 
be own’d there appears Signatures fufficiently 
legible o f infinite Wifdom in the Adlionseven o f 
brute Creatures, yet there are none o f thofc 
Allions that we know of, ( and o f fuch only 
we are to difpute) whereof matter is not ca­
pable.

W e affirm then, with that Philofophical 
Liberty which Rcafon requires, wc grant all 
others, that the Souls of Brutes, or the princi­
ple o f Senfation and Operation within them, 
arc only the finefi Particles of matter, endued 

. with a brisks motion ,  therefore a fort of fire, 
which is the immediate original o f their vege­
tative and fcnfible Operations.

They can’ t have true Reafon,  becaufe they 
have not, that can be prov’ d ( and the W orld 
is not in an humour to give more,)  either any 
proper Reflexion,  or at leaft any Confeioufnefs 
o f fuch Reflexion. A Glafsbzszn Image 
ftnted, and i f  another Gtafs is placed before 
it, very prettily rfflelled Icfs and Icfs from

one to the other ; but this the Glafs k*te»s no­
thing of, no more does the Brute that we ci-- 
ther do ox difeover by his Alltons.

InfHnIl is not Reafon. Brutes have one, not 
t ’other. ’ Tis no puziing Term, but a real 
diftinft power givpn to a Creature by the firfi 
Caufe to preferve its own Btingt and ( in 
Brutes)  to be ferviceable to  Mankind, where­
o f that Creature is not confeioHs. Man has 
fomething o f  the fame N ature,  Children flir  
their Eyes, and perform many other like Acti­
ons from this InlH nll, not Reafon. Even 
Plants have it in their Sympathies and Antipa­
thies, the fenfitive more eminently, yet none 
fays they hav^ Reafon.

A Brutes Soul differs from a Mans juft as 
much as a Mans from a Brutes, and how much 
that is, any may fee who’ll turn to  the fore- 
mentioned Paper,

Queft. 3* N m  a Man fi:all k^ow xohen he 
dreams, or is really awake ?

Anfw. Some great men have puzled this 
Queftion to that degree, that it mayn’ t be al­
together unworthy an Anfwcr. The ingem -̂ 
OHS Defcartes in his Meditations, even where he 
is laying his firJl Principles, to  be the Ground­
work o f all his future PhiloCophy, carrys the 
difficulty very high —  according to his Obferva- 
tien and common Experience, we grant that the 
fancy ■ produces many ftrange effedts, in fome 
Perfons o f a warm Imagination, and that fo 
lively that unlefs they had Reafon to aflift, ’ tis 
impoffible when afleep and in a T>rf**»*toknow 
we are fo but on the other fide all men may 
know when they are not afleep unlefs they dream 
waking. 1 know I  fee ,  by feeing and refleSling 
upon’ t \ in the fame manner here—  The A lh -  
ons o f Mind and Body in a dream are confufed 
and difiurbed j or i f  regular fox a while, cannot 
be arbitrarily protraBed to what length a man 
pleafes. In a word, his Fancy then feems to 
have command o f his Reafon, as when waking 
his Reafon o f his Fancy. I f  this won’ t fatisfie 
the Q uerijl, but he’ s refolved ftill to make 
new Objeilionsf let him ftill believe i f  he pleafe, 
that he’s in a dream, but give us leave not to 
dream any longer with him.

Queft. 4. Whether there may be an Impartial 
and true Hifiory in the World f  Sacred Writ ex­
cepted. )

Anfw. W ith all due Reverence to my Lord 
F’erulam, who for fome reafons which wc (hall 
confidcr by and by, affirmed, That he believed 
as little the Hiftorics o f the time paft, as he 
did the Propbefies o f the time to come, we 
Ihall endeavour to prove the affirmative. That 
great Man was wont to  fay, thofe that write 
the Adtions o f their own Age, are forced to 
favour the upper Party ,  under penalty o f 
their W orks feeing any other light than that 
o f the Flames; and thofe that write the Hillo- 
ry  o f former Ages muft needs be igndram o f
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fereraJ Accidents that would circumftantiate 
the Adtion into good or bad, and mufb take 
a ll upon Tradition, and fo neceflarily lofe r i­
gid Truth. Thofe that write the Lives o f 
iingle men, mwfl needs be either Panegeryfis or 
Calumniators, their defign being to fet out 
cither a  pattern o f  Veitue or Vice, without 
the faults attending the Vertuous, or good 
Aftions o f the Vicious. As to the Hiftory o f 
Times and Ages we may expeft an Impartial 
Account by means o f a fudden Revolution o f 
State, when the Hiltorianthat knew and durft 
not fpeakthe truth is yet furviving, and has 
his protedtion in fpeaking tlie Truth j  fo ’ cis 

. alfo o f  particular Perfons, which notwith- 
Itanding his Lordlhips Conclufion, have had 
the fair dealing o f both their Venuesand V i­
ces Impartially fee forth  ̂ but we have yet a 
more certain way to come by truth, for the 
Hiftory o f En^iaiidf read the french and Dutch 
Hiftorians, and compare ’ em both with our 
own, and then we can’ t poflibly m ifs , and lb 
for other N ation s, and likewife for Perfons, 
For ’ tis a certain Maxime, that i f  we weigh 
the Interells and Prejudices o f things and Per­
fons together, we may by Collateral Ctreum- 
fiances^ fî nd out the naked truth.

Queft. 5, Wbethtr there be any local Heaven or Hell, 
in i whether the Fiie of the Utter be metaphorical or 
real ?

Aafxo. The Accidents or rroperties of the invifible If'orld 
we can know little or nothing o f but by Cotnparifon with 
things i f  not otherwife • reveal‘d, fince fieafon
leaves us almoft entirely in the dark. I f  there be Bodies 
in  Heaveity it muft he at this prefent a Place to contain 
‘ era, fince according to the moft intelligible Definition 
o f PUee, that and Body Iicing Correlates, mutually fup- 
pofe each other. But that there are Bodies there, Reve­
lation aflures u s ; for i f  it (hould be granted that Enoch 
and Elias either loft their Bodies or went no further 
than Paradice; we are Pure that there is a greater than 
ioihf who with that very Body wherein he appear'd to 
Mary, now fits at the ri^ht hand of Gkry, ‘ till the Con- 
fununation of all things. This for Heaven ; but as for 
Helly there appears no fuch B âfon to make it a deter­
mined Place, becaufc it has po Bodies that we know of 
contain'd therein, unlcfs wc imagine, and we can do no 
more, that Dothan and Ahirm, &c. went down into 
Bell, as well as the Grave, for ‘ tis not improbable that 
there may be vaft Cavities in the Earth, which fuppofing 
the Shell o f it to be a thoufand Miles thick, will be yet 
o f an Immenfe Capacity, may lerve for the Prifon e f  unhap­
py Souls, and be the proper receptacle o f the Damned; 
and wicked Men, in thatlbnce, as well as what is vulgar- 
ly  receiv'd, £0 under the Earth-. Andiffo, the fubterrane- 
an Fires, which we know are there, becaufc they fome- 
times make us fuch unwelcome Vifits from Hecli, Mina, 
and other Volcans, may be the very matter which fliall 
torment fuch as come thither —  at the Confuraation of 
all things.

But this is Kotion — what is more certain, is — that 
whether or no the Fire will he real after the Day o f Judg­
ment, the Torment will be fb , unlels infinite Truth can 
deceive us. And i can‘ t imagine what any ill Man 
wou'd get by't, i f  it IhouW be granted, that the Pains, 
o f  that State, and when Bodies are there, PUce too, 
(hould be lb intenfc and high that our Culinary Fire a n  
only fcrve for a faint Metaphor to exprefs what will in­
finitely furpafs it, both in intention and duration.
. < ^ eft. 6. if^at was the Caufe of the Angels Fall,«ujd bow 
earn that firft irregular Critical Thought into *tm when 
they had no Tempter, and were created pure and Holy ?

Anfw. I think it more concerns us to avoid their 
than be too follicitous about, the particular Caufe on't. But 
we muft not preach, but difputc, and therefore leaving 
that confidcration, endeavour to anfwer both together.

The World has generally thought the Caufe o f their 
Fall to have been Pride or Ambition, to be equal to the moji 
t isb, grounding their Con]e3ure on feme paffages in Holy

I t O N D  0  N  P rin ted

Wrtt, Which found that way ; and this very teifon feereti 
to be got among the Heathen, in the Stories o f their Wi»? 
Wars-, nor can it be moie graphicariy dcfcMbcd, than i i 
that of their Poet, who mentions it as a cwrent old Tridi-- 

among *em—Afiellafie ieexuntre^num cakfie ijtt̂ autes 
Others think *twas Envy at the Creation and 'privi. 

ledges o f Man, a Creature o f a lower rank than themfcln-^ 
whom yet they ve rc  oblig’d to ferve-, which I cfteciu 
more probable, the firft, being lb very abfurd an Enter­
prise, that we can fcarce Tuppofe any hielli^em Beie  ̂
cou’d be guiliyon’t, ’till corrupted ie/ijre by Tome 
irregular /bought, which might be the forcracncioneh 
Envy, though rifH their Vi.derJiandinj!s mightht darlen'd 
and they beiendr’dcapablc, il there be any fuch thing, of 
the higheft Evil. And what i f  we fhou’d at leaft 
whether thf had not alfo feme not difpifeabl: Hctr-
cts of this latter Event. The titans, they fay, vtcreano-j 
becaufe Saturn was dethron'd, and fupher made lord^oi 
all. We know they had an eanhly ^upher as well as an 
heavenly; he was, as they further tel! us -  Creta Csiu>- 
Nor is 't  an improbable fupjwfirion that feme footfieps 
might therein be contain'd of Mans being wjile c.utot the 
E a r t h — nay, perhaps the very v ores Crews, Creaius,lB:z. 
may have the lame Original. 1 o pu(h this no farther, v\e 
mall .procealon the latter fuppoiition, and ftcirg there’s 
no abfu/dity therein, afiign £ n iy  as the firft Caufe o f the 
Angels Fail, whereof the Creation o f was one acci­
dental Cau\e, and thejr own defeHibility or mutability ano­
ther. For though which is a kiiKl olpr/cj-
tive rem ,^iayn‘ t be the Efficient Caufe o f any lean
lecnorcalon why it mayn't be the accidental Caufe o f t ic  
defici^cy or irregularity o f fuch an Allien - -N o r is 'ta n v
j  1 JufUce to make a Creature
dejctibik, fince that is as much included in the very Na­
ture znCi notion of a Creature as Norjitis Efendi, or a B - 
giynm of us king), ‘ tis enough that there txas no nece t̂y 
ot inch Dejeclton impofcd by him on thofe Creatures whom 
he had m ade..

• Aftrologer that fcnt the Query In Numb <
VIZ. IFhetber judicial Aftrology is lawful? having by a Iccond 
^ t t e r  relented the expofmgof that undcmonftrable Stu­
dy, and having defired to know at what time our An- 
Iwer was writ, on purpofc to give an Anfwer to the 

the Aftrologers, (  Anfw. 3. Numb. 6 .)

of this Inftant, about 6 m the Afternoon; tlioiiah we 
mult tell him at die fame time, he fcows his further 
Weaknefs, m not finding that Hour by his Art. Y et how*

Gentleman
thinks his Judgment m its Exaltation, and that his next 
Scheme promifc him an Ability to dcmonftratetlieFun- 
damentals of Aftrology; or i f  he will only fhow whv 
luch an A fi«am u ft upon NecelTicy be good, and fuch a 
one bad 5 fuch a Planet in fuch a Sign have fo many 
Dignities or Debilities, and neither more nor Icfs, and 
fubfcribe his Name to what he Writes, We will uro- 
mife to do him fo much Juftice as to Print it, without

with a Subferiptioa . 
Of our Name to witnefs our open Recantation.

ia w c r t i fn n m t .

HAving boAa Qjaeftion put, whether Mermaids, re/r»- 
bhng a Man more than ether Fijhes may be thought lobe 

more rational than other FiJhes, we prmife next TueHlav 
to fatisjk I k  world with a cnr\or& ColUHion of InlianJ, 

tf// and Matter of FaB, with feve/al diverting
Optnms akut their firft produBions-----  Alfo the 2 New
jusBrns fent «j, Archery, and the other concern-
ing a Perpetual Motion, Jhall then be rejolv‘d ______ The
Gentkman that fent 13 Theological Queftions the i6du 
Inftant, defining to how by our next Paper wbetkr we re- 
cmfd ‘m , m  ^ s ,  .nd m il endĉ Kour h isjhh h.
a m  , k  latter endoy ife ------  m m i f i t U L
am Um n that foear.,/ll, defn, t fpe,d, A .fm rto i rlmht, 
guejim! d , m  Marnages >nd Mdancholly, ma, c x p J Z  
anfwer to them next Tuefidzy at forth!ft. ^

We Jhall all along publijh every Volume (  with a Preface 
and Index to It) asfoon as ever we have received rheokiicai 
tmd other Cuefttons enough to fill up Numb. 30. that fo tbofts 
Qiurtfts thatftay longeft for Anfwers may not think us tedious.

f .  Smart. 16^1.
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