AUmb. loj

The Athenian Mercury™.

Jpril 27,

Queft. 1. TN' true meaning of the
Abdication !

Anffv, We have been much importua’d
about this Queftion, and the Querift having
fignificd in his tafi® that it has been his mis-
fortune to meet fomc Perfons who by their
Arguments about it, feem unealie, and can-
not well reconcile the IVord and the Aihcn
that gave Life to its general Acceptation.
We, therefore for the, Gentlemans Satisfacti-
on, as alfo others, -who perhaps may be at
the lame lofs, return this Anfwer :

That Tis a word as old as the Civil Law gi-
ven by the Romans to Enrope™ by which all Na~
tional Differences were decided, as meum and
tuum are now by fhe Common Law. The
word Dication according to the Idiom or Pro-
priety of the Language, fignifies a Pro-
mife or Trulf, or a Rule by which thePerfon
intrufted, was to. regulate his Accounts ; and
he that went contrary to the dication of his
Promife, Oath, Truft or Commiflion, was
faid to abdicate or go from the Dication he
had undertaken. As for Example in the Ro-
man Militia™ |If a Souldier petitioned againft
his Commiflioned Officer he always put in
“tbe word abdicavit meam tetulam, that is, he
hath abdicated my Safety, hath gone contra-
ry to the Tenor of his Truft, and contradict-
ed my fafety by putting me upon fuch unrea-
fonable and hazardous Attempts. The Ro~
man Hiftories afford fevcral adjudged Cafes \
to mention one, Lentulus was Commiflioned
to command part of the Army, his Letters
v?ere intercepted, and it was proved to the
Senate that Lentulns held private Correljjon-
dence with the Enemy, contrary to the Di-
cation or Contents of his Commiflion and
Truft5 therefore the Senate voted that Xewf«-
las had abdicated his Truft, and contradicted
the Safety of the Army: Letitulus his Friends
got the Vote put again, whether he had abdi-
cated voluntarily or unvoluntarily ; ( as the
Papifts and Jacobites now ask in the Cafe ofthe
late King James:) The Senate refolv’d the
fecond time that Lentulus had abdicated his
Truft, and knew whither to come to make
out whether he had willingly or unwillingly
held Corrwfpondcnce with the Enemy, but he
came not, and they took the forfeiture of his
Abdication. Whethe™ the late King James hzd
voluntarily abdicate(d his Truft, according to
this genuine Interpretation of the word Abdi-
cation, h foreign to the Qiieflion, aud has
been lufficiently difcufs*] by others.

Queft. 2. Whither welt the tenTribes}

Anfiv. This Queftion is not fo difficult, if
we compare their Laws and Guftoms with
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thofe of other Nations, and where we find
the greateft agreement in practice we msy
with the greateft probability fix the Aflirma®
tive of the Qpeftion. But before wc difeuft
that, we Jhall give you the received Opinion
which the two Tribes entertain about their
loft Brethren. *=There is ( fay they ) a great
Lake in whichis always tofsM with Tem-
pefts and Storms, fo chat it is unnavigable,
except on the Sabbath day, upon which day
the ten Tribes being ftill Jews, are unwilling
to travail or contradiCt lo great a part of
the old Law, as a Prophanation of their Sab-
bath, and therefore muft tarry there; but
this feems very unlikely  for the Queftion
recurrs, How they could get over at firft, un-
lefs upon the Sabbath, when according to
their faying the Lake is then only free from
Tempefts. But to fatisfie the Querift, we
have the Teftimony of Jofephus, that they were
in great Numbers in the Land of Media under
the Parthian Princes; alfo Sulpitius Severus™
that they were difperfed amongft the Parthi®
am , Medes , Indians and #/Ethiopians all
which exactly agrees to our Notion in the
firft part of our Anfwer, that in thefe Places
above the reftof the World are retained wafh-
ings, fprinklings and other Jewifti Cerctno-
nies ; but by a long traCt and feries of time
the ten Tribes are now really Heatheniz'd.

Queft. 3. Why can an Owl fee better by Night
than by Day ?

Anfw, Light is the medium of vifibility, and
without Light nothing can be feen, therefore
the Suppoiition is erroneous, and the 'Quefii-
on ought to have been thus ftatedj Why an
Owl can fee better by a faint and imperfe” Eighty
than at fuch time as when the Sun Jhines in itsfull
vigour, without the Interpojition of Clouds or fther
intervening Bodies— and then the Queftion will
admit of avery fair Solution, viz.. That fome
Creatures have the Pupil of their Eye very
large, asare not fubjeft to fo little a Contracti-
on as is requilite for a great Light; as Cats,
Rats, Mice, Owls, and fome few more.
When as the generality of Creatures are na-
turally furnifhed with Pupils or Eye-lights
that will grow greater or lefler according to
the degree of Light: As for Inftance, when
a Man has been in thedark for fome conlide-
rable time, and comes fuddenly into a light
place, or when a Candle is brought into a
dark Room, and a Man awakes out of his
fleep, the fudden lightdazles the Eye byrea-
fon the Pupil of the Eye was extended before
to co-operate with the ACt of vifibility j nor
can the Eye be eafie till it hasagain receivM a
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of Light, and a duereprefcntation of Objeds;
this may alfo be farther confirmed by this la-
ftancc. Cover one of your Eyes, and the Pu-
pil of the other will dilate to fupply the Office
of that which is cover'dj uncover that Eye
again, and the other Pupil will contrad, for
the reafon above ™ from hence it appears that
the Creatures above named being furnifhed
with a great Eye, fights which admit not of
a Contradion, proper for great Lights, can
fee belt in lefler Lights, yet they cannot fee
at all where there is no Light.

Queft. 4. Why there greater Eruptions in
JYomt *~ina in pbrmy Weather than at other
times ?

Anfto. From a ftrife betwixt contrary Ele-
ments, Water and Fire put together will ne-
ver ceale fighting till one of 'em has got the
upper hand. It may be a ufeful Digreffion, not
altogether foreign, to give you an Inftancc of
the Contrariety of other Elements------- Take an
Arrow and hold it over the Flame of a Can-
dle, where the body of the Flame meets with
the Arrow, it has not that Eflfed upon the
Arrow as the extream parts of the Flarae \ the
reafon is, the Extremity of the Flame meet-
ing with the Air, both Elements drive to re-
tain their own Nature, and therefore the ex-
tream Flame ads with greater violence,-and
confequently has a greater EfTed on thofe
parts of the Arrow ¢ hence it is, andfrom
fuch other Experiments, that fome have (and
not improbably) believed that the Element
of Fire is moderate, and that a man might
live in it, if it were not too much rarified for
Refpiration.

Qiicft. 5. What is the caufe of Earthejuakes ?

Anfvp. 'Tis very improbable that the com-
mon Hypothefis Ihould be a truth, that Wind
having cafually got into the Caverns of the
Earth fhould by irsftrngUng to get out again,
produce Earthquakes, fince Wind of its felf
has no power to ftruggle unl?fs engagM and
pufh’d forward by fome other Matter, or fur-
ther Wind. We affirm it reafonable to be-
lieve that this. Globe of the Earth may be as
fubjed to ruine and decay as the lefler Parti-
cles of the Creation, and that Earthquakes
are but the Convulfion of Natures frame, cau-
fed by an inteftine decay and Motion, for no
one ever deny'd there were fubierranean Paf-
fages, both Channels of Water, and Veins of
liguid Fire, though more in fome places than
others, as Mount <yEtnay “efavitu® &c. Now
this being granted, a Motion is' proved, and
decay is the natural Caufe of Motion— T o this
we may add, that thefe fubterranean Veins of
Fire meeting with Channels of Water , not
only caufe a ftrife and Motion in the Bowels
of the Earth, but alfo generate Air by fumi-
gation and ratification of the Water, which
Air increafmg grows too big for its Caverns,
and fo ftrugglesand helps on with thofe Con-
vulfions and Ruines of Nature as we faid be-
fore : this is manifeft in that in many Earth-
guakes, if not in all where the Earth yawns,
there have been feen great flakes of Fire and
Smoke to afeend.
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Queft. 6. Sioce there dre a hundred Sheep iHiedforont
Fox, and a Fox breeds fix or mere at a i/wf, a >hetpfeldom
nore than one, rth) there areJo many more Sheep iban Foxes ?

Anfm. Beiaule there being at the firft brectling;;f,"cep
it may be a thoufand Sheep for one Fox;, for Example
herein thefe Sheep live feveral years, and are
carefully preferved, breeding yearly at leaft <me, thefe
are cherifhed, their kind at leaft, whereas the Foxes are
eveiy where hunted and deftroyed. The v/ulf ias un-
doubtedly as many youngat a litter as the Fox, they be*
iiigboth of the Dog-kind, and as much pdter'd England
in fonner.ages, yet we fee by the ftrift Feral Lavis io
long put in kxecution againft 'em, there are now twenty

to ore fjMtiZ/throughoutall the tliree Kingdoms.

Cneft. 7.- There being a Machinefo contrived and made of
Bnjs and SueJ, and put into Mothtty and the jame frengfb
ibat esufes the Motion be continttal)) repeated ti.l the TAachine
be decayed by length of time. Whether this is not at much as
the World can expefl toroards a perpetual Motion, and whe-
ther this junlhreof time be 'proper to dijeover futh an Inventi-
on y the Authon being willing tomake the bcU Advantage of ity
it being fuppofedto be ofgreat Vfe ?

Anfw- ' fisasmuch as can be expedlcd to frame fuch a
Motion as will not ftand ftill till itsCaufes are worn out,
and demand new Supplies for its Progreffion. whatever
Machine it, is, if it be of ) great ulc as is pretended, it
will neceffarily recommend it felf, and it liad been the
Authors Policy to have mentioned his Name and Deftgn to
have made it publick, but h« knows his own time for
that.

Queft. 8. Whetltrh be convtnunt to entertain Converfe
with Attgtlsor no? and the reafons for or againfi it ?

Anfwer. Yes, by all means, ifthey begoodonesand if
you tan find out a way tu fettle fuch a CorrcOwndcnce,
becaufe their long Exj>eriencA)f Caufes and Effeefs, ca*
pacitates them for Information above all Mortals in the
Secrets of Nature, Philofoyhy, K’s.

Queft. 9. Whetherri” child at the day of judgment fhsU
not be grieved at the jJam>ution of its Parent.

Anfw. Natural Relation is cancelled in the Grave, and
there is no Gonfanguinity in Heaven. 1 fhall equally
love Saint Peter and my Riother, and equally hate fuli-
an the Apoftate and my Father, under a fuppoficion of an
equality in their final Sentence.

Queft. xo. IVoat are we to thhk of thofe that dye in In-
fancy ?

Anfw. WItli the greateft &tisfaftion-imaginable, that
they are all faved ; befides the many Teftimonies of Sa-
cred Writ for this, we prove it thus— No greater a Pu-.
niftiment will be inflifted upon Adam's Heirs than upon
himfelf, for eating the forbitklen Fruit. But his Punifh-
ment was only Mortality, or a temporal Death., there-
fore his Heirs, Ct. the Major proponsion is the general
fentiipent of all Mankind, an Attaindnre of Blood being
heavier on the Ciiild than the Parenti or an Accefiary
more guilty than the Principal.—As for the Minor the
beft F.xpofitors have concluded tbe Sentence of-7hu jhak
dyetheOeaih to be only»a Menace of Mortality, Thou
(hah be a mortal Man, or fubjell toDeathy and is agreeable
to this Text, The Soul that finneth it fhall dye.

cneft. |l. who wastbe Faiberof Melchizedeck ?

Anfw, v;hen a Queftion can have no better Refolud-
ons than Negatives, we muft content our fclvcs with the
beft that can be offered. Mr. Milliard C Lugduni Bastv,
apud falicm Lope’y 16S6. inoflavo,) confutes all Opini-
ons both Anc'fcnt and Modern, excepting that which af-
ferts that isthe very Sonof God; heproves
that Salem and Melchizedeck are not propc Names, and
that there was never any City called by the Name of
SakeWy and adds that if Melchizedeck were a Prieft, he
muft offer for hisown Sins, and rhe Sins of the People;
but then he could not be of a more excellent Name than
the Sons of Levi, which is exprefly conttadiftory to the
Scripture. Rut after all he knows not how to di entan-
gle himfelf from the Inference of difference, as s fiig-
gefted by that paffage. Thou art a ?yi(jp for'rjer after the
Order of Mehhizedeci: Nothing can be faid but what is
refutable. The moft learned Difeuffers of this Point are
Heideggerui, du Mtulin and Owf.ex, to which we refer our
Inquirer. At the end of the Volune expeft a full Anfwer.

Being requefted by a worthy Perfon to return a
fpeedy ABfwer to this C”eftion, viz. ™hetber a tendtr
Friendjhip betwixt two Perfons of a diferent Sex can be Inno-
cent } We fhall endeavour to refolve him next Tusfdaj or
Saturday at fartheft.
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