The Athenian Mercury:

‘tCiicfiiap,

Heiher i. tender Fiienifhif between two Pet’
fonsof t different Sex can be innoceni ?
Anjw. | look upon the gioufidlefs fufpitions fo common
in relation to matters ofthis nature, as bale as they are
v-itked, and chieflyowing tothevice and lewdnelsor the
Age, which makes fomc perfons beliefc all the World as
wicked as cheralclves. The Gentleman who propofesthis
queltion Teems of a far different CbaraSer, and one who
uelcrves chat happineTs which he mentions; for whofe
TatisTaftion, or theirs who delire it, we affirm, Thatfuch
a friendfliip is not innocent y but commendable, and
as advantjgious as delightful. Aflrit} Union of Souls, as
bisbeenjormrlyafertei, is the Effence of Frienijbip. Soah
biveuoSexeSy no; wliile thofe only are concerned can any
thing that’s crirabal intrude. ' Tis a Converfation jr/rfy
An‘ctkal, and has To many charms in’t, that the Friend-
lhips between man and nun deferve not to be compared
with it. The very Suulsof the fair Sex, as well as their
Bodies, feem to have a fojter turn than thofe of Men,
while we reckon our Telves Puffefldrs of a more folid
Judgment and flroiigcr Kcalbn, or rather may with more
Juttice pretend QOgreater Experience, and more advanta-
ges to improve our Minds; nor can any thing on Earth
give a greater or purer Sleafure than communicating Tucli
Knowledge to a capable Perfon, who if of another Sex,
by tne Cearms of her Gonverfation mé&xpreffibly fweetem
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the plealant Labousy and by the advantage of a Afisi
and good Genius often ftarts fuch Notions as the
hiinlclf would othcrwile never have thought of. All the

fear is leaft the Friendlhip Ihould in time degeneratey and
tlie Body tome in for a lharc with the Soul, as it did
among hoccaiins Poetefes and Vertuofi sy which if it once
docs, Farewel FriendhiOy and moit of the Happinefs ari-
iing from it.

Quefl. 2. If’hetbery ftnee Mermenand Mermaids have more
of the humare fftjpe than other Fijheiy they maybe thought to
have more Eeafon ?

Anfw. According to our promife inl*umb. S.wefhall
ftiew you firft what may moft probably be thought of
their Nature and Produilion ; feme chink 'em not to be
Creatures ab mitioy but Monfters got fince by unnatural
Copulation ; Tome think 'rm to be very Devils from the
ftrangc Iffefts accributecl to ’'em; fomc that when the
Angels fell, thofe that light in the Sea were turned into
Mermen \ and Ibme, that the Devils begat them ofFiflies;
fome, that Fifhes, generating in the Deluge, and feeing
drowned men, by ftrengch of imagination got fomething
like *em. But we fee no reafon but that they were crea-
ted at firft amongft that infinite number of other Fifhes in
the Sea, which near Tome refeniblance to the Creatures
on Eartb. Alexander ab Alexandra affirms he has known
a Aftrmin fteal a Woman Cawji which if truth,
ftrengtliens the Argument. Ferdinand Alvares, Secretary
to the ttore-houfe of the Indians, favs, he law ayoung
Merman come out of the Water to ftcal fifhes from the
Fifhermen, and eat 'em. Olaus megmes fays many things
o f‘cm, but his Credit is queftionable. Philofopb. Trail.
mentions a Aferwdw taken in a River in Virginia with a
Pyramidal Head and fith Tail. In our Englifh Chronicles
‘tis affirmed a Man-ftth was taken in Suffolk, kept fix
Mouths on lhore, and ftole again to Sea; but the moft
authentick and particular Relation we meet with is in the
Hiftory oftheX«£fer/a»i/j, zi™. The Dikes were broken
near Cavpen by an Innundation in 14,33. and when the In-
undation returned, z Merwoman vss left in DermertMere,
and the Milkmaids who us'd to crofs that Mere with Eoars
when they went to milk, faw a humane Head above wa-
ter, but believed their yesdeceived'cm, till the repeated
light confirmed their affiirance, whcrcu'xm they refoived
one night fo watch her, and faw thacftie repaired to a
Seggy or flaggy place, where it wai ebb and near the
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fide; whereupon, early in the Morning they got a great
many Boats together, and environed the place in the form
ofa half Moon, and difturbed her, but fhe attemptingco
get under the Boats, and finding her way ftopt up by
iravcs and other things on purpofc faftned, began to
flounce and make an hideous deafning Noife, and with
her Hands and Tail/nbli4 B'at or two, but at laft was
tyred outand taken; the Maids uftd her kindly, and
clcanfed the Sea-Moft and Shells from offher, andofered
her Water,~Fifh. Milk, Bread, which (he refilled, but
with good ufage in a dayor two, they got her to eat
and drink, though fhe endeavoured to make her efcape
again to Sea; her Hair waslong and black, her Face hu*
mane, her Teeth very ftrong, her Breafts and Bdly to
her Navel were perfedf ; the lower parts of her Body
ended in a ftrong ffjh Tail. The Magiftrates of Harlem
commanded her to be fentto them, for thatthe Merc was
in their Jurifdiftion : When fhewas brought thither, fhe
was put into the Town-houfc, and had a Dameafligned
to her toteach her. She learnt to Spin and jhow Devotion
atPrayer, fhe would laugh, and when Women came into
the Town-houfe to fpin with her for diverfion, fhe would
fignifie by figns (he knew their meaning in fome fort,
though fhe could never be taught to fpeak. She would
wear no Clothsin Summer’, parcofher Haif'was firiited
upinaptticfjiDrcfs, and pare bang’d long and Naturally.
Sfie would have her Tail in the Water, and accordingly
had a Tub of Water under her Chair made on purpofc
for her. Sheeat Milk, Water, Bread, Butter and Fifh 7
(he lived thus out ofher Element [except her Tail) fifteen
or fjxtecn years: Her Pifture was painted ona Hoard
with Oylc, and hangs now in the Town-houfe of Harlem,
with a Subfeription in-LcttersofGolili giving an Account
when fhe was taken, how long file lived, and when Jba
died, and in what Church-yard fhe was buried. Their
Annals mention her, and their Books have her Piflure i
and travelling Painters draw her Pi~ure by the Table.
By the above mentioned Relation theO”eriftmaybefa-
tisfied that fheexcecds all other CreatunTin cunning and
docility, that have ever yet been known, and probably
by her burial might be reckoned in the Cla0s of Rationals,
by the Magil®*ratcs who knew her Life, and fuffered a
place in the Church-yard for her Interment.

Opeft 3. Whether a Man that is turned out of his Em-
ploy, andexp fedtoHece”~tywitha Wife and Sbhildren, may
not lawfully revenge bimfelf on his Supplanter to regain his
Pofi, rather than Jufer himfelf, his Wije and Children to.
fiarve ?

Anfw. The Enjoyment of any thing got ill is a greater
Curfe than the want of the thingfa enjoyned. - ‘Tis notan
Eftate can make me happy, but the good ufeofit, and
the happinefs confifts ( I mean all we can expeft in this
World) in thertfieHionsoj vermus Adions done, withtha
hopcsoffollowing Rewards. It is inconfiftcnt with the
Nature of the Divine Eflence to faniliffe an ill ASitn to
gwxl ends, and therefore has commanded we fbculd do no
Evil thatgood may comeof it; and if ,Qod won't make us
happy in an ill way, we cannot expeft the Creature fhould.
We arc forbid to kill without limitations or prefidentsof
this Nature; he then that difobey?, forfeits his depen-
dance by afiiiigof himfelf; and he that will be indepen-,
dant, and runfrom the Providencetf God, m\] find himfelf
at a lofs to fpeed better elfewhere, or how to difpofe of
himfelf. lought to endeavour well, and leave the fuc-
cefs to Gcd, who often redrefles ourMilc'/cj when wc
think they are moft defpefate. “ 1 take great Pleafure
“ ( fays the Author of Religio BiLlinpoh. p[<e ly.Jfo 'me-
“ times tofind mv felfentangled in Difficulties and Dan-
“ gers, outofwhich I have no skill to extricate my felf®
“ | never think my fcif fafer than in fuch a Labyrinth of
“ thwartnng Events as no Clue of my own Reafcn or Ex-

“ perieace



penciice canlcalniecnt. ’'Tsthcn lean bechcarful
“ and triiimpji, knowing my deliverance is near at hand.
“ And herein tyes the giiinccflence or* my Comfort, that

L am thus particularly and dcmonftrutivdy affuredof
“ the Divine Favour and Troteftion, lince nothing below
“ a Miracle of I'rudence could untye l'oknotty a jur.fture
“ of Aftirs, Iht Querift roiift nxetwith this Atifwer
publickly, therefore has taiien the flireft v.ay to be found
out, ifhisSupplantcrU killed, and he regains liis[)oft by
Murder.

Qpeft. 4» Ubiiis MiUnckolif ? —
C/tufiS andCurt thereof ?

Anfw. This (Mueftion were fister for a Profefs'i rhy
JicUn than for fuch as pretend no more chan in a lhort
Eflay to fatisfie the Curious: However, leaft the Gentle
man who propofes it (hou'd, as Melancholiy Perfons ufe
to do, grow worfe if he's not humour"d, wt*ll give the
beft delcriptionof the Difeafeweean find, and lo much
of theCure of it as may be expefted in a Paper of this
Nature; Not then to tranferibe all Burton, | know not
but that Defcripcion of Melancholiy which fome great
Men give us may be full and fatisfaflory: chat'tis — A
Rtivinj» witbut Fever or Fury, with Feur and Sadnefs —’cis
feared in the brain and H«.art-the difalTcflion of one
makes Perfons rave, of the other renders‘em fad or fear-
ful : The Fancy is always bufie, for the moft part intent
on one thing, and the Idxas appear improper, diftorted
and horrid : The Juices of the Body contraftirg an acid
andcorrofivedirpofition, and thereby throwing all things
outofOrder— The Viral Spirits grow dull andlanguid,
and theBlood little lefsthan ftagnaces about the Heart.

The EfeBs thereofwe may fee in Bedlam everyday:
They are as various asthe Freaks of the unguided Fan-
cy, which are almoft infinite- Or as the parcicurar Cau-
fes thereof, "ealoufiCy SuperjUtion, Lov',Pefpuir, and (Ime-
times even a fit of violent Pafiion or Anger, which is
one Degree beyond even a fhorc Madnefs. All
the fare that belongs to usto preferibe is Diverfwn, which
reaches both Cafes, if the Brain be dilafieded with deep
thinking on one particu'ar Objed, turn the ftream if
poffible to fomething elfe. Flatter, humour, or do what
you can for the fame End ~ For Sadnefs, or a deep lump-
i(h temper. Fear is the beft Cure, which rouzes the mind,
and if notcarry’'d too high, fets the lazy Spirits on work
to throw offthe impending Evil, and thereby aflifts Na-
ture in what elfe ftie has to do. For the Therapeutick
part, the Colledge will preferibe better, though fcarce
cheaper Remedies.

Qiicft. & whether ofthetwo is the more ferviceable \Wea-
pon, the Gunor the Bote ?

Anfw. | confefs the Arguments of the Gentleman who
p 'opofesthisC~ucftion, the Judgment of fome not con-
temptible Writers, the Experience of former Ages, and
perhaps as much asany, a natural fondnefs towards that
ancient Weapon, by the help whereof ourvaliant Ancc-
ftors have won Ib many famous Vidories, would incline
rather to the latter than the former. In effed our
ries tell us that our Bowmen and Archers had generally the
greateft Ibare in our ancient Vidories, they being fome
of the beft and ftrongeft in the World : That of Agin-
court, whercirt we fought with more than fix times our
Number, was almoft entirely owing to the Grty-goofe-
Wing, it being a whole Body of Archers who let drive
their whole flight together on the Flank of the French
Hnrfc, which got us the clay. The Fanbians alfo *tis
true, fcldom fought the Romans, but they gave ‘em
enough on'‘t, and their main Excellency and diief Strength
were their Archers. *Tis further own'd by all who un-
derftandit, that one Affcr foail deliver fix Arrows e*re
a Mufqucteer can charge or difeharge : That a flight of Ar-
rows in the Air are a terrible thing, no part of the ad-
verfe Army being fccure, but all expeding where the
deadly (bower will light. Agen, a much oft-
re» fails than a Bow, nor is a Bullet fo troublefome in
the Body as an Arrow, nor appears halfto terrible. To
conclude, were it not that the World has generally dif-
us'd this way offighting, who arc feldom guilty of for-
getting the bejl Uethodsjor deflroying one another, we fliould
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abfoliUel/ conclude for the Bow in at Cafes, ardatlesft
venture toaffirm, thatagainft WZVe itfccins tobramuch
better Weapon than the other. t

<"ueft. 6. If theDeviljhculdtake Louis le Grand, w/iu
wonU beconre of the French King ?

Anfw. T h e Kin g loves
forfake his Ccmp.iny.

(Mueft. 7. is the Phjtofcpkrs Stone, andwhat its Ma-
ture and Quialities ?

Anfw, For the Reolution of this Queflion, ftc cur
A'heniao M-rcury, Numb. 3.

Chueft. 8. Isthe Light a Body ?

Anfw. Light is not a BcKly no more than Heat, b-)th
are y?cc/ie»tj rooneSubftance, | mean the Sun, and if The
Sun were not, there would be neither of them , ifit i>e
objeded that we have Light when the Sun isnn.'krtl/Cf
Earth, and uncapablc of giving light by means of the
Earths ihterpofition betwixt itand us; wc Anfwer, iris
a miflakc, for the Sun is then capable of giving lighc
primarily, and by rcflcdion from the Earth upm tlw
Moon and Scars, ami rhryas fecundary Caufcslcnd that
light~co uswliich they burrow from the Sun.

/e Griwi too well to

atibcrtfremcntjj.
Xj ™ Ontinu! tofendy ur New Qiieftions to Mr. Smith’s
Ceffee-houfe in Stocks-market S/// the 30th of
April, and no longer, fir bythat time we Jhallhave received
Vuegjlifinsenough ( nitb what is alreadyfern us) to fill up cur
firft Volume, wkich as focn as primed , Publick N~ ocitc
fhall be given, that fo all Curious i/iquirers may again find
in their Nfew Quejihnsbut pray pay the Pefiage® or tky
will notbe takenin.

We bear nothing more of our Afirolpger, bus as foon asever
wsdo, the R.eader mayexpertan Accountof it.

The two Quejhons about the Marriage of Ccu”en Germans
fhall be Anfwered next Saturday.

We have received this Week 44 Quefiionsin French — as
alfofeveralNice Queftions concerning Agues , Wifdom, Kent-
ilh-roen, the Irifi) jMaflacrec, iSc. all which fi*all be An-
Jwered at or before the End of the Volume------ Likewife
xhofe 4 QNiions that have ghea the ("vyifl ( as hefays)
manyforrowjul hours, fhallfpeedily be Anfwettd, and we hope
to hisfu ll fatisfaKion. :

Thefeveral Rice and Curious Queftions fent us tbit iJfi
Week  Mr. Tho. Brown and others, ftall be Anfwered at
the End of the Vollumc.

The Gentleman that fent a Scheme from Cambridge, hit
( we conceive ) miftakm himfelf in making the Circles lefs in
Number than the Squares, if he pleafi:to let us know by another
Letter, we will endeavour * Solution.

. % That nothing might e wanting to rerder U AParlanPro-
jE‘ﬂferviceubIttothe Idﬁandthroughl knc»lﬂlﬂeJhdllagi.ingive
an Acc-.untof'whatwe defign*d jrom our(ﬂ}l engasging in n
o Which wagnet ¢ tg.confine our fehesto Anfwermrcai\:iw.i of
It ed@jcgarﬂdﬁ S| a".diIOSV\iHE\ﬂthat/hall befent us, fitfor <
Iﬁef lutjon, (which /hallalfobe perform'd from Week to Wetk either in

e orattheend of et/ery Volume, for the Seafans hint-
ed n II__)ibut.aIfo ive Accounts <f me/l Books tran/mted
to us from" n #%I%S in Order .\v;rt}:e]rﬁSo we %e fettled

a Correspohdtnce beyond Sea bein
gratifieth%Jngenbus.y ) e

e dtfigp alfo o, infeXt the TranfaSionj.. eriments o ffeve-
rafﬁéﬂhjﬁgqlﬁudda andwkatever elfe Ij&%%&gnthat/haum
fentusfren time totir:fltar.dto transcilbe ( t gi we may the m:ye
fHII% makt good our Title) fromibe A\a et P =

g%lhe |d?%t| ’

t
), f

Rome an all that we
conceive will be locktup-n here as va'uabU -- LE’--A LL which we
intend toadd { together with cur Anfwers to ObySions tloienrgr
?rf] evgry Volumg, they being Lictnfed and Enter'd, andnow Ti

order to it. .

We/hall all along publi/h every Volume ( Wtha Preface ad Inckx

It Jasfoon as ever we hayhe received £utRicns enoughto fillup

that fo theft Q.H’I S that /lay longe/I for Anfwers may

not think us tedious.

This Paper wH) be Pu
the Authors of it having
tkofe two dayes.

/bt (very U and ,
l tk "~ fedtes td be con/lant fo

for P. Smart.





