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The Athenian Mercury:

AurSap, May 2\. 1691.

Qacft. 1. \A/W j{ h therejfonof changing ths Nmc of
VvV Athenian Gazette imo the Name of
Athenian#4#rcury ?

Ar<v\ fignifies a Treafury, and therefore we re-
fcrve it for the general Title of our Volumes, defigning
toeiltitic 'em the Athenian Qf\e%ter oxCafuiliical Mercury:
Aii) Jnercurius lignifying a Mtffengcr, 'tis the more pro-
per | itle for the fingle Papers, which run about to Cof-
fee houfes and elfewhere, ro feck out Athenians.

tMueft. 2. Whit is the reafon that fm e men are black, fm e
lawny, and fome white in thefume Climate, as in India.

Aniro. We fhall endeavour a ratisfeftiorr by fliewing the
diverfityof Opinions about this matter, and by advancing
an Hypothciis of oui own, chargeable with as little abfur-
dity as wc can. Some have believed tha.t Cains Mark was
black, and therefore his Succeflbrs Colour might be al-
ter'd from what Ajlams was, and fo by new Marriages
and Intermixtures, the World might be divcrfly colour-
ed. Somefay Lots Daughters having upon their flight from
sedem an ldea of the Smoke and Flames they left behind
them might very probably in the aft of Generation with
their Vather, fix a fimilitudeof Colour uy”™n Conc-epcion
by the power of their imaginary faculty: Soinc, that the
r-carnefs ordiftarceof the Sun may have an Effeil upon
the Skin, as the pcrmi,uere are more tawny than the £ji-
rlijh, or Northern Climates. We (hall give you one in-
itance more, and then lay down wha: wc conceive to be
the reafon. One Mr. Brks~ns, now a Captain ofa Pri-
vateer, who is yet alive, and may be heard ofatthcTiw
er, mentions In'his Journals, tKat they touche upon an
liUnd of Hlacks near Bantam, whereafter they had dif-
patcht their Mcrchantile Affairs, they were conduced to
the King's Palace, who when he had ask them feveral
Oueftions about the Novelties they had met with, told
them that he had one Rarity in his Court, a white Child
born of two of his Subjeft Blacks, that had neither of
'em feen a white Man or Woman in all their Lives, and
then caufed the Child to be brought forth, which in its
Skin ( not its Phvfiognomy ) refemblcd a fair Englifh
Child. From which laft t sample wc affirm, that "tia
more than barely probable that the firft change ofCo/»«rf
in Perfons came from fuch an Inftancc as this, and when
fuch an Inftancc happened, the news or fight of it wmid
form an ldea inothers, which in the Aft of Generation
would have the fame Effeft, the Imaginary power being
ftronger than the Gen.native, both in Women and other
Creatures. We have frequent Examples of thefirft, and
want not feme in the laft, partic.”.!..ly .;i Jacobs Policy of
transferringFlock? into his; ii'Gen.]Jo. v.57,38,
39. Now a Colour beingoncec 1 '/ eii,ic naturally follows
that Intermarriages, Transplantations, an-i Commixtures
of fuch perfons muft produce variesy 01 CoU.urs, though
we muft allowa great Caufc in thenea nefs or diftance
of the Sun. ,

Queft 3  Wilrether the Soul is born mtb the Body ?

Anfw' AQueftion much of this N.uurc was with great
eagernefs difeufs’d by the Theologick Profefiors of the
Conimbrick™Xjni'oeTiny, Wl'ether a Man begets a Man,
That is according to their meaning, begets the whole
man. Body and Soul. Some argued that man did fupply
matter, out of which man was made 5 but this was con-
futed, as limited only to fucceffive body, andbackt with
this Inflance, that he that finds matter for a Statue is
not the Maker of that Statue, but the Artificer: Others,
and with them moft Philofbphers, aflerted that man, be-
gets aman, not only by fupplying matter for the body,
but 15V preparing that matter to receive the form, and fo
by a kind of prolifick vertue to make the Phyfical Com-
pofitionof EodyandSoul ; but this Opinion was at laft
thus confuted, Preparation of matter is$ Change o Qua-
Iky., but Generation is noChange: again, Generation is

a fimple Aft, not a mixt, Preparation goes through fc-
vcral Changes. Others afferted man begets man, not by
giving him Form, but by his feminal power, begetting
the fenfitive and vegetative Soul, but the defefts of this
appeared at firft fight, fince the rational Soul was want-
ing, which thefather mu(i communicate to begeta man.
At laft all the Theological Difputants agreed, that man
does trucly beget a man, although tlieSoulis created by
God 7 not becaufe he fupplics matter, or prepares the
Body to receive the Soul, orbec. uCe he getsthe vegeta-
tive or fenficive Soul of his Cliild, but becaufe when
man generates there is that very Aftion in which the
Rational SouLis fubftantially united to the Body or Mat-
ter which informs and animates the whole Mals. This
Confirms our Opinion of the Soul and Body being Coex-
iftent : fecAwmi. i. Vol i.

Queft. 4. If it be lawful for 4 man to marry bis Co’sn
German ?

Anfw. | could never fee any thing that lookt like folid
Feafon to the contrary; the Civil Law reaches not the cafe;
theCanon Law, or Pontifical Decretals’'tis true are ftnft
enough in |;he matter, for by this Craft ’'tis notorious that
they get their living, but for that | hope we have done
with'c, though I'm pretty confident the awe and fear wc
generally find upon the minds of men in relation to this
matter, draws its original from tlic enftoms of Popery,
which permitted not fuch Marriage without a Difpenfati-
on: As forthe Laws of God, even luppofingthe Degrees
prohibited by Mofes, are Moral, not Ceremonial, as moft
Cafoifts believe, there can't yet be found fo much asone
fyllable relating to the matter cither of one fide or t'other,
that | could yet ever fee. Nor is there any thing more
of it in the Gofpel. Indeed there's no Argument againft
it, but what isoftentimes much ftronger, two inveterate
prejudices there are, which render many people tender in
this marter. The firft, that it being a controvertive
point, and the World wide enough, better let fuch
matches alone than engage in'em. But in Dnfwer, th'sis
only a prudential motive, and not at all relating to the
right of the Thing, and Effenceofthe Queftion. Fur-
ther, this muft be own'd, that if a jicrfon isdiflatisfied in
his Confcience, i, e. his praftkal Ju Igment fubmitred to
God, and as he chinks direftei by liim, he ought in this
cale by no meansto do it. Nay, if he hasonly a fern-
pulous Confcience, a degree below a doubtful, I Ihould
thmk he were better let it alone. But I fhall by no
means allow that its being a controverted point with
others, generally perhaps of weaker Judgments, fhould
at all conclude.me, or abridge me of a Liberty | am no
way convinced the Laws of God ever denyed me. For if
anothers Confcience and not my own were to be the
Rule of my Aftions, ‘twould be unavoiddhle tliat mine
muft be thcRu'e of his, which at very firft fight involves
the grofTeft Abfurditics. The other grand prejudice;
and that a very popular one, againft the marriages of
Coufin-Germans is, that common Obfervation (hews us
they are frequently unhappy.—The fame Argument the
men of the Town'make ufe of againft all Matrimony,
and that with juftas much reafon. No man lam confi-
dent ever made a Cblicftion of Cafes in this matter large
enough to found.an Indiiftion upon, which if he could”®
contrary Inftances would foon deftroy it.— All that's to
be raid is this, thatthofe Matches which prove unhappy
fall more under Obfervation than fuch as are otherwife,
and for that realbn are reckoned the greater number.

Queft. 5. Ifh be lawful for Amn hiving buried his wife,
to marry her own Sifhr, the frji leaving lfue behind herf

Anfw. The cafe is the fame if we turn it to a Sifter
marrying two Brothers, and of that we have the higheft
ijiftance in the Controverfie of Cucen ffatherine and liet
two Husbands, Prince Arthur and Henry the “tb, that evet



M»e Wori™ yet fiw, 'Tls not as eafie matter to fay any
thing on that fiabjett which lias not been already faid,
fince it employed at that time almoft all the learned Pens
in Eurepe. The chiefeft of whofe Arguments, and which
makes us refoive thc(”~cftion in the Negative, is to this
purpofe. What's againft the moral Law, is undoubted-
ly unlawful. This isplainly fuch, Levit. 12. 21. Jf a man
Jhdil IAKg bis Brothers ivijer it is A unclcAn thing, 'fis
Moral, becaiifc 'tis addei), That for thtfe things God Abhor-
red the Canaanites, and cafk them out, who cou'd be
obliged, at leaft before the other was revealed, only by
the Moral Law.

As for llliic or no iffue, 1 fee not how that can any
way alter the cafe : For whether or no Sponfion or Affi-
ance without any thing fucccedingon the Ceremony but
what conftitutes the ElTencc of Marriage, none ever faid
th~t Children were tc be reckoned among things of that
Nature.

Queft. 6. ifitether Incefl be malum in fc?

Anfro. Tlic higheft (ort of inceft, that between imme-
diate Superiors or Inferiors is undotibtcdly fo, becaufc
never dlfpenfcd with by God up)n any occafion that we
c're read of. That between Equals may feem otherwife,
becaufc in not a few Inftances permitted by him, yet in
general alfo forbidden from the higheft Rtafon, namely,
the fecurity of Families, and p.cvcnting thofe inconveni-
encies which would otherwife unavoidably follow, and
which may eafily be gueft. But after all, thus much is
certain, though God may permit in foinc Cafes fudi In-
frafttoBS, no man on Earth muftever pretend to do the
fame.

Queft. 7.
ment between the objeS and rational
Goodnefs in the Conformity between the
Manners ?

Queft. 8. wWhethtr Philnfvphicil or Moral Sin hea humane
A ll difagreeing from rational Nature or right Bgafon, and
Theological or Mottal Sin a willing Tranjgrrjfon of thelove of
God ?

Anfwt Were all the Gentlemen whom we arc willing
to oblige by anfwering any of their reafonable Quefti-
ons, as importunate as he who fent thefe two juft men-
tioned, both the Bookfcllcr and Authors concerned in this
Paper would have avery ill time on't. He feems very
angry too, and talks of taking a Courfe if his defires were
not fpecdiiy fatisfied.—*Tis hoped he means not iCcurfe
in LAWY unlcfs he’s refolved to fight with a Johannes tu
Hubibus. All we think fit to advertife him in this matter
is, That for oor words fake and rhePublick, his private
defires (liallbenow fatisfied, and yet he'sftill left at Li-
berty tolike bisCourfe as he thinks convenient.

For the Queftions thcmfelves we meet with 'em both
in the Hiftoryof Europe for the Month of 1690.
p. 159. and 160. as condemned by the Pope, the firft as
Heretical, the laft as fcaodalous and erroneous, though
they feem fo injur'd in the Tranflation, or by the Origi-
nal Print, that it’s ahard matter to makefenfeof 'em,
or know what they drive at. But without minding the
Holy Fathers Thunder, we’ll enquire into the firft.—In
which, Dby pbjeuhe Gotdnefs, | fuppofc they mean the
Gooilnefs of the Object, or a fort of Metaphyfical and
Traofccndental Goodnefs; the Eflence whereof | fee no
abfurdity in placing in appetibility, conformity, or agree-
ment; but this not only with rational Nature, but with
fenfible too. By formal Goodnefs | fuppofc is meant
here moral Goodnefs, implying a Conformity to a Law
or Rule of Manners, which appears G0 much the very
Notion of the thing, unlcfs the Terms are miftaken, that
I fee not how it can be deny’d.

For the stb. Queftion, — irhetber PbihfophuAl or Moral
fin be A humare Ad, which dilagrces from rational Na-
ture and right Reafon; Theological or Mortal Sin a wil-
ling Tran'grdfionof the Love of God ; Law 1 fuppole it
lhould be, for | know not what fenfe to make of TrAnf.
grefng Love', | think the Term of Phllofbphical fin, for
a humane aft contrary to right Reafon, meaning | fup-
pofe in relation to Manners, is proper enough. — And
that a more wilfull Tranfgreflion of Gods Law, when
aftually premeditated, may without Nonfence be called
Theological Sin, though it feems a very odd fort of E.x-
preflion. In this appears no difficulty, but the main
Queftion ftill follows, which the Querift never takes
notice of, and therefore it concerns not us to examine it,

ft'’kther obje~ive Goodnrfs eonftfii in the Agree-
NAtiire, And jorm |
and the Ruh of
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namely, Whether this Philofophical Jm as they callit, hedry
offence Againji God

Queft. 9. what Number is that whofe Squire being niul-
tiflyed by 6, And the fcruATe of that ProduH muUiplyed k; 8,
both pToduSs Added together Will make iyyo2 ?

14870- « 5580+
24 54 3 2
24 54
44619 7760
96 216
48 270 14570' 44610
3880 7760 .
576 2916
$ 8 *S750; 52370
, 46087 23328 ? Rem. 14870 C
545
4632 23382
19502 23382
4632 19502
14870 3880-

I know not what the Preponents of this and fome otlier
Queftions of like nature feut to us, can pretend to them-
fclves; ’tis not to farisfie the World, or the generality
of thole to whofe hands this will come, nor the
themlelves,who | queftion not but can aseafily refolve them
as we: Wherefore we think fit for the future to defire
the World to forbear impofing School-boys Tasks upon us
or fuch other Mathematical C-ueftions, as arc not worth’
our time, being more laborious than difficult to anfwer.
If we receive any more of this Nature, we ftul! referr
cm to fome Author that has already laid down parallel
Rules ; but if any thing is offered, for which no Rule has
yet been given, we will endeavour to find a Canon for
the Solution.

abfiEctffementjs*
ji?* His is to Acguaint all thofe Querifts that havejet
beard nothing frm us, that we defign soanfwer, at
the end of the Firft Volume, all the Qiw/iions (ft jor a Kt-
folution) that have been fent nsby themandotbers, from the
beginning of our Projeft to this prefem Saturday, ( being
May 24.) we having now received Qwfims enough to fill
the faid Volume, which as foon as printed, Publick Notice
ftiall be given, that fo all Curious Inquirers mat agaln find
tn their Hew QudUons
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