
The Athenian Mercury •
•Jirutrtjap, A fyr 5. 1 6 9 1 .

A  Gentleman having lately propofed feveral Que- 
ftions relating to Lovc and Marriage, to 
oblige the fair Sex and him, roc think ft  to 
jinfwer ‘'em here all together.

Qiiell. 71 7 ^tther it is lawful to make 
Y  V  Addrefles to yomg Ladies, 

without a prior acquainting 
their Parents and Relatives therewith f

Anfw. T o  fpeak ftriftly, no ContraEl can 
be }uftly made with any but fuch as a-re fui 
juris i nor can Children^ at lealt while they are 

be properly reckonM o f that Num­
ber. I confefs Gallantry znd Duty in this Cafe 
generally advife to very different meafures, 
and as the World goes, a Miftrefs wou’d give 
her Servant but fmall thanks for firft making 
Love to her Father and Mother. But to come 
clofer, we may divide to a Lady like

on a TffTPw intotwo ranks, they are ei­
ther loofe Bloccades o f formed Sieges------ ^The
firft are not o f fo great conlequence, where­
as the latter ought not to be laid or raifed 
without deeper Confideration •• ’ T is  eafic to
apply th is -----A  general Converfation with a
Lady is requifite to know ( i f  pofIible)whe- 
ther fhe deftrves to be LovM \ and this before 
zuy Application be made to the Parents forLj- 
herty for a form’d Courtjhip  ̂ which were I a 
Lover, 1 fhou’d chiifc to niake as near as pofli- 
ble both CO young and old at the fame time, 
that neither might conceive any Vmbrage o f 
each other. The latter part o f the Queftion 
indeed admits o f many diihnPHonsi There is 
firft a great d\ffcrtncc httwetn immediate Pa­
rents and more remote Relations-, and perhaps 
too between feme Parents and others, o f which 
for the further clearing o f this, fee the i^th. 
Queftion, that which immediately follows this, 
W’L, Whether a young Lady may lawfully entertain 
fuch private Amours, being included in the fore­
going difficulty, needs no other Anfwer.

(^left. 2. Whether it is lawful to Marry a 
Terfon one cannot Love, only m compliance to 
Relations, and to get an Eftate?

Anfw. Had the Queftion only been Propo­
fed o f fuch as we don^ A^ually Love, it might 
perhaps have admitted o f fome limitation, fince 
we fometimes fee Perfons Love tenderly after 
M arriage, who could hardly endure each 
others light before, though even fuch an E x­
periment mull be very dangerous and ha2ard- 
ous, and he muft be a bold man who dares ven­
ture upon i t : But as Tis Propofed here, Whe­
ther we may Marry fuch as we cannot Love, 
Tis beyond all doubt, and muft be Anfwcr’d 
in the Negative, fince fuch a Praftice wou^d 
be both the moft cruel and imprudent-thing in 
the W orld — • Society is the main End o f M ar­
riage, Love is the bond o f Society, without 
which there can neither be found in that State 
Pleafure, or Profit, or Honour : He then QĈ She

that Marry for fo bafe an End as proft with­
out any poffibility or profpedt of Lovc, is 
guilty o f the higheft Brutality imaginable, is 
united to a Carkafs without a Soul, and are 
as cruel to themfelvcs as Mezentius was to 
thofc Wretches who had the ill Fortune to fall 
into his hands. This being alfo but too general 
a Truth, as one wittily obferves, that he who 
marries a Woman he cou’d never Love, will, ’cis 
to be fear’ d, foon Love a Woman he never 
marry'd.

Queft. 3. whether a publick or private Courtlhip k 
the heft ?

Anfw. A Pr/viZfe is the more /a/easwelt as the more 
plesfant. ’Tis undoubtedly much more pleafsnt than the 
other, from that pretty rallacy which all mankind puc 
upon themfelves, in valuing what is rare and uncommon 
more than what is cheap, and eafily attained. Now 
erecy has a kind o f rarity 5n‘ t, and an hvijible Miflrefs has 
fuch Charm, or at leaft our Fancy makes fuch there, as 
the greateft noted Beauty in the World cannot rival.EvC’  
ry Affignatm in a pecret Amour, has infinitely more gufl 
and reiijh in‘ t than a formal Publick Interview, on pur- 
pofe for two Perfons to talk fine things, and look fillily 
upon one another. Difftctdty renders any Pkafure more 
fapid and lively when ‘ tis obtain'd, and though there 
fhould be other GoUen Apples as good as thofe which 
grew in the Hafperiden Garden, yet none will tafte fo 
froeet as thofe which are ftoFn frohi a Pragon.

Nor has z private Amour lefs advantage as to the fafety 
than the f/ea/are of it, efpedaily where there are Rivals. 
This Fairy Treafttre, as imaginary perhaps as that which is 
call'd fo, runs a great hazard o f hemglojl, i f  reveaVd, 
The beft way to fccure Fire, is to rake it up under the 
Afhes, where ‘ tis likely to live much longer than when 
expofed to every Wind that fcatters it, no Body knqws 
whither. This for Pleafure znd Profit, but whethermore 
Honourable or no, rone but thofe concer.n'd can refoive, 
for that's e‘ne as ‘ tis manajied.

Queft. 4. If^at Courfe tnufi a Perfon tale to remove i  
Ladys Averfion to him.̂  fuppofing her under fome fecret Pre- 
ingagements ? •

Anfw. A  Preingagment o f that Nature is fo facred i  
Thing, that though a Lover fticks at nothing to obtain his 
defires, no Man in his fober Keifon ought to contribute any 
thing towards the breaking it — oh which account 
'twou'd fcarce bebonefi to give DirePkions for the attempt­
ing it. But i f  the C^eftion be fimply—ffotv to <*
Ladys Averfion, that indeed admicts o f a fair Anfwer :  
Ovid will tell you a thoufand wayes, tho' many o f 'em 
now as ridiculoHi to make Love in, as ‘ twoU'd be to 
make War with Spear and Shield after the old Syftem of 
Chivalry. The beft way 1 know of, is, after having found 
her Humour, to ply berclofe, don't let her, i f  poftible, fb 
much as pep, which they fay will tame the miMefi Crtaturt 
in the W orld; or i f  fhe does, be fo often with her that 
fhe c4n D rem of nothing but you. This only Hcteipt has 
the greateft effeft on the moft o f the Fair Sex, who i f  you 
hold on long enough will be forc'd at laft to Ltrve you in 
xhext own dAence, ufing you as they do give yoit
zn Alms to be rid of you, fox to fpeak truth of ourown lewd 
Sex,there are few of Us when onc'd lov'd who love long after,

C^ueft 5. whether mafi Perfons do not Marry too young I
Anftv, Some zre young longer than others, and wou'd per­

haps never come to Tears a} Diferetion, tho' they liv'd td 
be a hundred Years old. ‘ Tis hardly any thing but xvanc 
of Diferetion can ttiake Perfons deeply unhappy in a Mar­
ried state, and there being fo many unhappy Marriages; 
and that Vertut being generally owing to Age and Expert- 
ence,y/e may thence indeed conclude moft Perfons, Marry 
too young. But fuppofing thatfufficiently perftil, regard 
too isto be had totlie Boi^as well as Mind, in both Cafes 
fome being at Che fame years much more Vegete than others.
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But Ihou’d we only on the latter, both exreMs are 
bad in this Cafe, as in all others. *Tis a little of the foon- 
eji for Iftfms to g e t ’em amoHg^their-other PUj-
things, 
their
Though . . .  . .  . _
/(wn to be the Kite of this Age, wherein’cis fo hard a mat­
ter to perfwade People to Marry at all.

Queft. 6. whether the Womans Conditicn lit Marriage 
be not worfe thin tbs Mans ?

Anfw. That*s much as (he maniges it. Katurs has ge­
nerally given the fair Ssx A rt enough, ( if that don’t 
look like a ContraMion ) by which i f  either (he her fclf, 
or Cujiont, or Lata has given ours any advantage, they 
may if they pleafe recover more than their own agen. 
In Child-birth only they have without doubt much the 
heavier part o f the had now as o f the Curfe formerly; and 
they have much more reafon to wi(h the World might 
fropagise lihe Trees, than Man has to dcfire any fuch thing, 
tho’ ope o f ouroTonSex (irft ftartedthat oddwhimfie.

Queft. 7. whether the Jewifh Gultom of obliging all 
Perfons to marry at 25 years of Age, or tlfe debarring 'em 
from publick Employment, were not unjuft ?

Anfw. Suppofing any fuch aujUm, I think it fo far 
from being un'yift, that ’ tis rather highly commendable 
and imitable i  not for the fame Reafon that the curtail’d 
fo *  would have fain brought the reft o f his Brethren into 
the fame Fajhion, but for the good of th« Common-roeahh, 
in the ww/maift; of whofe people as well as Ceun/cl/orr, there 
is both Safety, Strength, and PJenour. There is fcarce 
fuch a thing as a ujekfs mouth in a Kingdom, for though 
we lit infinitely eafier than any o f our Neighbours, yet 
there is not the meaneft Beggar viho fmokeshis f/pc, and 
drinks his Pot of Ale, but pays the Kings Taxes o\xt of it, 
and thereby contributes to* the fupportof the (jovertmenr. 
Now were thol'e hands too employ’d, as well as their 
maths, either in the of our Country, or the
Fiftery, or other probable bufinefs, what a prodigious ad­
vantage wou’d it quickly bring to the Nauon? This is 
grounded upon the foie argument o f increafing the number 
of But befides, (uth a Lato wou’d have farther
cood Eftefts. ’ Twou’d ftrengthen a Nation by having fo

. that’s fingle, only like Mud thrown upagainft it, one 
ftandsto it when a high Tide comes, while t’other is ea- 
fily react'd away- Befides this makes’em fitter for 
Council as weil as A'dion. When men are married, as we 

iW ^ n cra lly  fay, they begin to take up, and fall a thinking in 
^^o<l carneft, whatever they did before. Bodies Pelituk 

confift of Families, and were indeed at firft nothing elfe, 
and have ftill fuch a relation to ’em, that one can’t fub- 
fift'without the. other. If a man wou’d ferve his Country 
iniiis Perfon, let him do fo too in his Po^rity, and do as 
much for the fucceeding Age as his Father did for the pre- 
fent. The Philofopby o f a certain late famous Gentleman, 
has to fpeak truth, almoft unhing'd the World it takes off 
all Love to a mans Country, and makes ’em confider them- 
fclves as perfed vefides of the Earth, independent on any 
thing elfe, as they think their Forefathers were. But the 
fober part o f the World will take leave both to think and 
all otherwife, they’ll confider thcmfelrcs as really they 
are, and not according to fuch a xohitrficxl PJypotkfis as 
feems rather alculated for the World in the Moon, chan 
sny Civil Community ; not but that they maybeihortin 
fomc Infiances of Policy, whereof I think isose, for 
why (hould any man have it in his power to do mijehief ah 
moft with Impunity, as that Perfon feems to have, who 
enjoys a publick Station without having before by entring 
into a married Sme, done little, lefs than given 
for his Fidelity, and bound himfeif to his good Bebavioiff, 
I f  the B«cAc/ori are angry with this /4n/wer, le t ’em thank 
thofe who fenc the kitefim, nor need we much fear 
’em, fmee the are much the yfro»^er fide, and

- • have OQ their i\de as good as all the Burghersto  ̂Europe.
Queft. 8. whither mofi matches in this Age are not made 

for Money, and whether they ate not generally 
Bargains ?

A'^fw I don't admire the Humour of thofe whoeither 
to Ihcw their ifTr/Jum or Ill-nature, are always railing at 
the prefent Age, and admiring the former ; and therefore 
affirm that l»th  in thi* 4 ^e, and all other fince the Golden 
one, f  i f  any can tell where to find chat) *tis Gold has 
been the trueft PA/hrirw to procure Love, oratleaftthe 
Chain that has tied perfotis together without it. But then 
that Marriages thus made may be properly ftiled Smiths 
field Bargains, is I think a mifiaie, for there you fee your 
jTorfe rode alwut, fee all his Paces at leaft, i f  not all his 
humours *, and yet more, i^ o u  are not a Fool o f a Jockey, 
■ will fee his Saddle taken off before you buy him. But

Anfw. I’m apt to think r.ct fo marty, at leaft if they on­
ly were to court and we to be filent'-, for as Courage is the 
more proper vertue ’of a Man, fo ModeJJy is eff d ■ Woman, 

we meet with ’em fometiroes irf #ie cootraiy 
S e |e a ) ffo r  jWcha-fifjin, jf«my Ladies Ivou’id y e |fo iitr  
fhah lo < ^  IW'Wfet ihey tltihk fo mean- 'a .fraSicr, -as we 
have had Infiances of fame who have aftiially done it. 
But there’s yet more in’t than this— ’ tis their/merf)? as 
well as thclf Inclination,' to be fl won’t fay only 
bu t) on the ; for whether orno they’ll be fo in.
genuous to confefs it, ’ tis certain that mofi men flight even 
what they find Ltrues ’em, much more would they dofo 
fhould they eafily obtain it, moft of all, ftiould it be prof­
fer’d and almoft foro’d upon ’em.

Queft. 10 . whether Marriages of Perfons under Age erê  
lawful, the reafon of this Quefiion being an ObferVation of 
the ill Succefs of fuch Marriages ?

Anfwer. The reafon has been (hown already in the cafe 
o f Cou2en Germains, to be v e r y F o r  the 
fiion, we muft confider thofe two Terries [  under Age J  
[lawfull One and twtmty is the Age appointed by the 
Lawsot our Nation, ftippofing a Guardian, ^c. though 
the Law of Nature has perhaps fixed a far fhorter iw/r. 
A  Marriage then befbre the Laws o f the Land make Per- 
fons in that cafe fui ‘furit, may be reckon’d valid, the/ 
not legal in refpeft of that Law  ̂ whenas at the fame time 
it may be both validand legal too if weconfulc thc Law of 
Kauire, which 'ties none from marrying which are not 
too young for the ends thereof.

Qiieft. I ir. Wkaker a Woman may be believed when Jhe 
fays never marry ? '

Anfw. Ves, as long as fie keeps her word.aui longer than 
that you'-U hardly believe a man.

Queft. 12 . Comakers Marriages fe lawful?
Anfw. We (ball anfwer as the great L, C . J . Hales 

Whatever has the Ejfence o f Marriage may fo tar he reck­
oned a lawful Marriage, though it may want fome exter­
nal Circumfiaaces required by.the l^w of the land. Ac 
leaft, therefore î jiakers Marriages axe, as was faidina 
former Qpeftlon, valid, if not ftriclly legal, and accor­
dingly their Children fue for/wiber;M»ce; wl ere there is 
aflu.tl and conflant Cohabitation with its confequences, and 
a fiipulation befides intervening, which anymycand koneft 
Perjons would alfohave as publick and foiemn as their Oc- 
cafions vQxmrt.

Queft. 19. ‘ r/jconvenient for a h a iy  to marry
o n e^  ken an averfion/or, in Obedience to her Parents >

Anfw. Undoubtedly ‘ tis not convenient, buttheQuenft 
intends necejfary, we anfwer ‘ tis by no means fo. Parents 
are not to difpofe of their Children like C<ifteJ, nor to make 
‘era miferabJe bccaufc they happened to give *em Being; 
they are indeed generally granted a Negative Voice, nor 
am I fore that will always hold, if theyare fignallynn- 
reafonable, i f  they have given permifton or connivance be­
fore, and after Engagements too deep to be broken, wou*d 
endeavour to retraS it :  But that they have an irrefiftahle 
defpotical, poftive Vote, none but a Spaniard will pretend, 
and I ‘m fore our Englift Ladies will very unwillingly grant.

We‘ ll add to thefe Queftions two more which are near 
a kin to ‘ era, though fent by another hand.

Queft. 14 . Lfow Jhall a man know when a Lady loves 
him ?

Anfw. Firft find out, if you can, whether (he has ever 
JovU any other before,foi that readers the calc much mure 
difficult, for one that has been deceived her felf, knows 
how to </ec«‘i/e you. ffealoufie is counted one pretty fore 

fign of Love, but I think it much fuch another as Convul- 
fions are o f Life. I f  a Woman tells you file loves, there's 
no way hut her *, indeed thereare hardlyanyof
the Tokens of that Pafton but are faSible, though the 
Ihrowdefi fign that a woman loves ye, is her mirryingye.

Queft. 15 . What way Jhall a (hamefac'd Virgin take to 
let a Perfon know fi)e Loves hhn ?

Anfw. I f  the Lady who propofes this Queftion has ci­
ther Hands or Eyes, (he neetl not be taught how 10 ufe 
‘ em, unlefs her Spark is a Foolp or blind, or never leads 
her.

jaatjjctifnnent0.
\ / \ /  ^  have now taken into our Society a Civilian, a 
^ ^ Dofior in Phyfick, and a Cbyrurgeon, on purpofe 

to bemoreferviceable to the Age wherefore we thinkfttogive 
Noticethat all the mofi Wff Phyfical, Chyrurgical, Anato­
mical, and Law Queftions jhall be ftht ui) fheU alfo 
have their Anfwer either in fingle Numbers, or at the end of 
every Volume. We have received this week a very Ingenuous 
Letter from a Lady inThe Country, who dsfires tc kcow wbe- 
tber her Sex might not fend %s Quefiions as well as men, to 
which ws anfwer, Tes, they may, cur defign being to anfxvcr 
all manner o f Queftions fent us by either Sex, that may beAyuntamiento de Madrid




