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The Athenian Mercury:

featurHap, Mdjf 9. 1691.

Qpeft* |.Tr Have a certain knowledge cf a thing

that happened not long agoe----- A

Gentleman having been Robb’d,
fafpeSied a Servant of his® who being innocent
faJpePied another, and to be fatisfyed, and clear
himfelf, he went to aSoxctxt”v-, ashewasgoing,
he was met bp a Female as he believed, who ad-
drefs'd him thust, | know whether you are go-
ing, come alongwith me, ahdJ] will (hew you who
has robbedyour M afer ofhis Money j the Servant
went With her, and fhe fiew”~d him the fliape of
the Thief, with which he was fo furpriz”d, that
he dyedofthefright in threeorfour dayes: Qlie-
ry— What isyour Opinion of this ?

Anfw. This comes from the Author ofthe
44 Fr-finei Queries-, lcould wifh he had been
particular in his Circumftances of tifne and
place, and then the Relation had been very en-
tertaining; but however> becaufc he has made
an amends in ftating the reft of bis ingenious
iJaefHons, W t Anfwer, our Opinionis, That
‘twas either the Devil himfelf, who is never
idle in fuch Cafes, unlefs reftrain‘d by an
over-ruling power, or at leaft forae Witch or
Female FaPtorefs of the Devil, who receiv'd
both Intelligence and Power for the young
Man's unhappy information; As to his Death
by a Fright, ‘tis ordinary, 'and thus elTedted:
The Object (I mean the ftrange difeovery of
the Thiefj being reprefented to his fenfes,
and the fenfes conveying too great and fud-
den a Prodigy for the underftanding to com-
prehend, the Heart fympathizd, and was
opprclvd with the Confufion ; now the
Heart being thefeat of Life, Nature for thepre-
fervation ofits own frame callM in the Blood
to its ainftance, the Circulation of which being
cither too violent, or not coming foon enough,
the whole Frame fufFcr'd too greata ftiock
for a reparation, Mortality Aways feizing
where irregularities and difeompofures of Na-
ture prepare the Object.

Queft. 2- Whether is Hope or Fruition more
pleafant ?

Anfw- The Querift ought to have menti-
on'd the Objeit ofHope and Fruition, that
is, whether the Objed is an Entertainment
to his Senfes or his Reafon \ but lince he
has not diftinguiiht, we'll makea fuppo-
fition in both. In the firft, if he means
ty. Honour, Preferments, and fuch like, we
need not trouble our felvcs for Inftances, at
the diffatisfaftion we receive in the Enjoy-
ment o f“em, although in the timeofour Ex-
pectation we had ftrange ldea's, unwearied,
unpall'd Appetites, which could not be per-
fwaded by the Experienc'd that all was Fi-
ction, ‘till we undeceiv'd our felves by a fup-

plantation of better Hopes— If the Querift
means. An Enjoyment of a peaceful Breafi, a
y'ertuous Conquefi of our Senfes, or an accom-
plijhment offuch APlionsas are the deliberate pre®
duPis of true Reafon, the Expectation is Hke So-
lomon's Fame, much greater than repre-
fented. In the firft Inftance, Hope is gene-
rally more pleafant than Fruition, in thelaft
Fruition is more fatisfaCtory than Hope.

Queft.3. Whatis the difference betwixt Time
and Eternity ?

Anfw. ’'Twas a great Philofophers Maxime,
he that will compare two Bodies, rauft know
*em both, which alfo holds in Accidents: The
Qiieftion is put to a Perfon that has experi-
enc'd but one, nor that to his own fatistaCti-
on, but when he has experienc'd the other
(tfasksagain} hz mW giwe an Anfwer; in the
mean time from thofe darker Jdea”™s he has of
Eternity, he fays there is infinitely a greater
difference than betwixt adrop of Water and
the whole Ocean, or betwixt an and the
moft protracted Multiplication.

Queft. 4. What was the Hei*th, &c. ofB~beVs
Tower ?

Anfw. Thisis a Queftion that muft be re-
folv'd by Tradition and the belt Authors, wc
having no other means left, being not contem-
porary our felves with that Monument of Con-
fufion: ApoUonius Thyanaus fays, that Nimrod
and his Followers defign'd it for an Altar to
facrifice Horfes to the Sun, they believing .
that to be a God, bccaufenot drown'd, which
perhaps might give life to the Perfian Wor-
Ihip, who now acknowledge no other God
than the Rifing Sun. But Ifidore, whole Crc».
ditismore authentick, and his Narration of
it more particular, affirms (as E'erfiegan quotes
out ofhim ) that the Tower was 5174 Paces
high, the Bricks whereof it was built were
fix Inches thick. Eight broad, and a Foot long;
Travellers report the Ruinesof it remain ncer
Bagdatto this day, .and that it ftands like a
great Mountain, the Paffageup it being Circu-
lar, andbroadenoughfor Fields™ within are pro-
per Places for Granaries, Stables for their
Mules, and other Convenicncics for Lodging,
but that ’cisnow impalTablc, being over-grown
with Briers and Thorns. Thefrf Occafion of
its building was defign*d to be a Refuge in Cafe
another Flood Ihould happen, which was fuch
a dread to the iVifip W'br/i, that they went up-
on the Hills; and came not down into the
Valleys for feveral hundred Years.

Queft. 5. What places of Scripture or other
primitive Authors do Cenfure Ajlrology as finful}

Anfw- The Author of the former Queffions
of this Nature having declinM the Title of
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an Jftrelortr™ fho' not ofan Admirer offome
rnftances he has had in Horary Qiieftions, and
deftring to have no further Arguments about
this Matter, but what are dedudbie from Sa-
cred Writ-— We (hall after our Confutati-
on of the Whole Body of Jjirology_ by undeny-
able Inferences, (Vide Nnmb> 6) add fuch
Texts IR Sacred Wit as will give the Gentle-
man his full fatisfadion, fmce the 12 Books
of M u i GelhtiS® PerertHSf and Ftcns MtrandH-
la, fignifie fo little to him, tho’ they fufficie'nc-
ly confute the firft Favourer of it amongft
Chriftians, ImeanOd”™wthe Schollar ofP/o-
/>« ~the Texts are thcfe, Deuc.i'6. 14>*$e
Jfa. 44.25,16. Ifa. 2.5, 6. Zeph.i. %.Jer.
10.2. Ecclef.% 7.&10.14. //«i.41.23. \Cor.
i.w.Pfd. \i9.i, Aas "9 All which
faid together, and impartially conlider d, 1
hope will Profelyce the Qatrifi, and force a
Snbfcription to 1 ruth and our preceding

Reafons. N L .
Queft. 6. whether the /r.t cf Panting Gw/] a &l%rent

from vhiit tcja anciently prailifed, or Toketkr the Ancient Art
Hnotlofi, farticularlyinthettPO Col'jursof red blue.

An[r». 1 can upon my own knowledge affirm, that
Art not loft, but rather improv‘0, having at this time
befpoke two Coats of Armsto be anneal'd, upjn that
great fatisfaftion that | received in feeing fcvcral things
fo curionfly done, and comparing ‘cm with the Am-
quite Paintingi, of Sc. Pauh™ which I alfo am fatished
were fuch by fcveral gooi! Circumftances. This Art
of Painting vith the M w Invention of Spot pyahy lately
known to many of the Gentry of EngUndy is continued
at Mr. Winches a Glafs Painter in Breadlheet near Cheap,
fide, where any Gentleman may be accommodated to
his fatbfaftioii, in any anneal’d Draughts or Emges
whatever, and alfo fee fome of that Old Glafs*

Queft. 7. Whether has Gunpowder or Printing dore the
p~eft Mifchief to the World » N :

Anfw. Printing has done more fervice and differvice
too to the World, not only becaufe <twas prior m aU-
ing, but alfo becaufe its Confcgaences reach “yond the
Effcflsof Gunpowder. Again, as theCaufe is nobler
thanit's Effeas, Printing IS more prejudicial than Gun-
powder, fmce Gunpowder would be feldom employ d
in any great Execution, if printing did not firft raile
fuch difpuces and diftiaaionsas are the Caufeot ic.

QuefL 8. whit ii the iiference betwixta Theorick and
PraSUcal Vertue. , L, .

Anjw. As much as the difference betwixt knowing
well anddoing well. Parallelto this a late learned Au-
thor has obferved an unltappy truth, vi®. How few are
there amongft men that know their Duty, and how
few arc there amongft thofe that know, which praaife
accordingly, — - Video mehora prohog,

Deteriora fequor,----- being a General Motto.

Qupft. 9. fdov mep roe convince the Heathen that our
Goils the true Gody and not theirs ?

Anfw. There are TOmMany Learned Pens have underta-
ken this Subjt'a, cfpecially that of Hugo Crotw, De
ritate Chriftians SMigionisy that if it was another Sub*
jea, it would favour of prefumption to add more;
but becaufe no Pen can be barren in this great TrWh,
I will add fomething perhaps not gene ally obferved 5
To obey, todie, Or to be changed is inconfiftent with the
Effence of a Deity: Yet the Sun, Sea, Stars, and all the
30000 Godsthat roufters up, have received their
appointed Orders in Nature, which have been altered,
inverted, and fometimes dcftroy*d by their Author,
which we may call Gol, Nature, or what we plcafe,
and thisis the God we acknowledge. Again, That an Ox,
a Cat, an Onion, ~c. ( which have been worlhip‘d for
GodsJ could not appoint their own Being, is certain

from thlsReafofl, That they could not»a beforethey
had a Being, and it would be againft their Nature to
invert, alter, or deftroy their own Nature, which con-
firai5 the preceding Hypothefi?.

t~ueft. 10. What are the Caufes of Wmisy and whence de
they cmcy and whither do theygo.

Anfw. We read that the Heathens pi®ur'd JEjsim the
God of Wind, ftandingac the mouth of a Cave, having
a Linnen Garment girt about him, and a Smiths Ketlovis
under his feet; at his right hand ftood /ujo cover'd with
a Cloud, puttinga Crown upon his head, as having gi-
ven her Kingdom to him, and on his left-hand ftood a
Nymph up to the middle in water, which yitwgave him
to Wife ; which Image is very fignificant of the Nature
and Caufes of the Winds, ii/y. that they are the product
of water rarifed But we ftiall referve a fuller Anfwer
for our new Syjlemy and in the mean time referr you to
Humher 10. about Earthquakes.

Queft. It. Whether a StonCy BuHety cr other heavy Bodly,
let fall from feme hiib place into a Ship when under faily will
fall in a perpendicular lincy or will objerve the m tion of the
Ship, and fall in the fame place at it would if theSbp had
flood mil}

Anfw. Every thing tendsto its Centre, this is grant-
ed on all hands, but *how effcaed we (han't dilpuce
here, defigning to referve the Oi>erations of all the Ele-
ments, their Natures and Changes, for an intire Syftem
by it felf, which (hall be added to one of our Volumes |
therefore to the Queftion, Every Body feekinga Cen-
tre, and the Air being not the receptacle of ponderous
Bodies, (the great Body of the Earth excepted, whole
Centre is in its felf) either the Terraqueous Globe,or the
Ship muft be the Centre ~ but it can't be the Ship no
more than any moving Body on the Land, becaufe tte
Ship it felf is dependant, and feeks its Centre, which ic
would attain if the Water and its own lhape did not
confpire Gkeep from ic. No.v thac which fecksaCeii-

cre it felf, can't be a Natural Centre to any thing elfc,
and for thofe that pretend matter of faft, and their own

Experience, that the Bullet will fall in the fame place,
whether the Ship moves or ftands ftill, it is an error
grounded on the fwift falling of the Bullet, as wel as
the Ships motion, which hinders a true rcmaik for a

perpendicular. We (hall add one other reafon, which
will demonftratc the fallacy of this vulgar Error— If
the Ship was the Centre for the Bullet, it would foU
low the Ship, though it had fail’d one hundred Yards
before the Bullet began to fall, for a Centre is ftill the
fame to a nearer or a farther right line. -——An Example
is-Tw o ftoncs hanging in a perpendicular, one of them
ten Yards from the Earth, and the other one hundred,
they will fall both in one place; now if diftancechanges not
the Nature of a Centre (fiippofmg no intervening Bodies)
then a Ship pafs'dby a Bullets perpendicular cannot be
Central, unlefs you will have it alfo Magnetical, which
is abfurd, becaufe it has notthat power when upon tb*
Earth-as in Launching.

iabbectlfementsj*

*TF any Terfon vohatevex will fendin any New
X Experiment, orcurious inftance, which
they know to be truth, and matter of fafl, cir-
cumSlantiated with Time and Place, we will irh
fertit in our Mercury, (but we fumt ufe tho
Authors Name without his Lictnfe) and if i$
Wants a Dcmonftration to the Senders, we will
endeavour to find one, for the fatisfaUion of them
as well as of aH other Ingenious Empuirars into
Natural Speculations.
Our Firft Volume will be MnifiPd with a Pren
face and an Alphabetical Index about the end of
this prefent Month.
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