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The Athenian Mercury:
»i;ueCUâ , M ‘iy i i .  16 91 .

Queft. i . f  H  iHethcra  Friendfcip contrM  bjJ\n- 
\  / \  /  Rle Perfons miy mtinut v>itb iht V V fm c  ZcaL AnJt Innocence if either

Marry?
Anfv>. T h it  excellent Ferfon, the Reverend B ia io p ^ -

derfon has a Cafe very near akin to this, if 
which the Perlbns concern’d will find extrcainly well 
worth their reading zr)d conf deration.—  In the meantime 
we Anfwer— It n̂iy, tho’ Ten to One if \tdoes , mce 
in thole Circumftanccs there will be a great h ^ a r d  that 
either the Innocence will fpoil the Z m/, or th eZ fjl the 
Innocence; Not but that there’s a great deal on
the Charafters of the Perfons ^concern d ; 
may perhaps be innocent where tis not faje , but 
cither long, in this Cafe, unlefs between thofe^f^rw i 
prudence zncWcTtue, fmee’tis oftcntimw 
and as fuch one of the moft
In the mean time, z^generofitj may heerm waf io lujpt- 
tiou is bjfe, and one infallibly rmnes Fnend^tp as the 
other may Fertue and Honour, ttho’ aprM^nt CdMt/oH may 
perhaps be a Medium between both. T h t  
feems CO be h ere -th at feeing FrtcnJjhip cun be only in 
the heightb (as we have formerly defenbed it ,  beiweerf 
two, how Ihjll 'ic remain with e({ual Zeal and Innocence, 
at leaft fujiice, when one is Marrfd
muft be wire or Itfs tf«iiernp/i for the Friend than for the 
ivife or Husband-lf more,*’ Cis Injuftice ■, for People 
ought not to Marry any but fueh as are fit to make 
i f  fefs, the /armer F r i r f i p  muft be dimimlht, as it the 
Marriage be happy it generally, perhaps Wwaji 
aran’t miftakenf the pinch is here,and the Solution accord­
ingly. Thai i f  the Friendjhip between the Perfons marry d
bti'huttkc afLdani, and if ^ T p V f n d n ?  n 
tft degree of Zeal, anyllower meafure of that and Fnendlhip
may innocently remain where it was before planted.

Oneft. 2. i*'hit M the Reafon tha when Women with
C h ^ / .« g /w  Fruits, W-.
forU often imprinted in feme part of the Child snooy ■

Anfw. By the power of Imagination all agree, but how 
that which wc may very near fav is not, or has ot it lelt 
no real Being Ihou’ d produce fuch ftrange undenyable 
^s J s .  is nor fo eafily fo M .  I inderd very much doubt 
the Trait of feme prodigious '^hich arc brougnt
on this H u i M  ftill moft take leave to 
lome more unqueftionable for t  than Sir s,
who being a Traveller as well as the famous Sir H. 
been thought by fome to take as great a liberty in
L  the other inAfi>iiir;.-Nor,fuppofing fome of th^^
inflances true, does it feem poffibic
without recourfe to fupernatural Caufes For Exam^p
that which is told o f the iVoman, who ^^mg Pjefent at
an E x ec u tio n  where the M a k fa H o r  was
diately came home with the of tt fo ftrong on
her Fiflcv,that in a (hort time after (he fell in Travail^nd
t a s  deliver’d o f a Chili m hm ,
frefhlv bleeding, and newly feparated from the^orfji
( which if  true, the fuffering
Execution of our Tray'-ors, may have worfe effejis than is ea 

And as fuch as theft feem ^
hie to be aicounted for, Co the others, t 
undoubted Truth, are not very eaWy dear ^ ■ What ap 
pears probable, and fufficiently plaufible on t ^ f d ,  as 
to the common Maris and which ^ 'e ta l Cm
dren receive from their Parents, and bear on their 
dl^jtill they go out ot the Woild, is to • g
The Imaginations of pregnant iVomen, their Humou s hfm g
extreamfy ftirrM and difiurb‘d, muft
and lively: That o f fome M^n is fo powerful, that it nas
produced fevcral porir of F s
we are told of fome whom Fancy ony has itll d. The irz 
tusinthe IPctnb is a fort o f a Vegetable, pyn*d to the Mo­

ther as a Branch to the Ppot, or rather as the Plants of 
the yniwH to one another by a fmall String or
Ligament. All its nowifhmem it mu(t therefore receive 
from irr, together with which nourilhment, and by the 
fame way, t h e find a paffage, and the Ffcoi circu­
lating through the FeevM, may as‘ tis chang‘d by l^ r e e s  • 
into the Fiep, form fuch Imprepons there, as it belorc re- 
ceir’ d from the Mother'. For to fpeak Truth, rAe Mo­
ther feems to have as much power over the ^dy,
nay, more chan fhe has over her own. Now it muit be 
by the -Animal Spirits that the Soul works on the Body, 
commanding it as itpleafes, to move a feo i, an >lrw, or 
any ocher part-an d  yet more Power the Mothers Soul 
has on the tender f^ m — ic imprefles thereon all its 
PafTions, its Joys and Pains, as Mothers Experience, and 
accordingly, any ObfeS being ftrongly fix'd on the Mo­
thers Fancy, ‘ tis thence transferr'd to the Childs Bo- 
dy.

Queft. 3. What̂ s the Kea- 
fon that the extream part of 
the Wheel ( B )  in running 
round does not move fafieria 
the Semidiameter than the in- 
ternalpart (A3 which Unear­
er the Axis, and hath a kf.-r 
way to goe ?

Anfw. T hre's no Parti­
cle* or Attorn in Nature fo 
little,but it may have r ig h t.
Lines drawn from it to the
greateftdiftanccs, as well as a bigger Body : \  ̂herefore,
a little Body and the middle of a great one are equally centnll. 
Now the Center being the Conflttutiveplace of Matron, and 
not the Extremity of the Wheel, (as isevidcnt i f  the E x ­
tremity be cut o ff by a leffer Circle, the fame Center 
ferves for both ) it follows the Suppoficion is juft contra­
ry to what itlhoDldbc, vi^- Why B  moves fafier than A ? 
the reafon of which is - th e  whole Wheel hasbut one 
cffefHve Motion, which is in the middle of it, which 
producescontrary effe^s to what it would, i f  there were 
two Motions, or one Motion upon the fide ; for 2 or 
more diametrical Lines increafe in difiance as they do in 
Extenfion, and by Confcquence the Motion anfingirom
the Centre, the ExireamCirfZ; (BJ muft move fafterthan 
the Internal Circle (A j to keep ihe f-taitude of the Di­
ameter, for this Reafon is the unequal Motion o f a Ship 
in a Storm, and every cunning P#»^-»- ''f'C>'Oofehis 
Cabbin as near the middle as he can, whi'h is nothing 
near fo much toft as the ends. But if there were two 
Centres and two Circles upon motion, the Ca.e is very 
different, as in a little and great Coach-whed, where 
the little one runs a great deal faftcr about, to keep 
the great one Company, becaufe the inequihty of D-- 
aneters caufes the inequality of Circumference and Mea-

^ ^ ^ e f t .  4. Whether it was a real Serpent that wot made 
ufe of far the tempting of our Firji Parents ?

Anfw. TheN aturaliftstellusof Serpents, and other 
Creatures that have humane faces, an3 we are not with­
out Inftances o f this in Midagafcar, where fome of ouf 
Shipstrade: But whether it was fuch a Serpent as this, is
not material  ̂ but we are really perfwaded it was a true 
Serpent which fome envious Angel did actuate. Our 
Rcafons are, i . The T ext exprefiy mentions it to be a
Sfjpe/it,and adds the Qualification of a Serpent, vrt- Subt^- 
ty.^ 2. Adam knew very well the Nature of allBeafts 
that he had given names to, and amongft the reft this 
Serpent: therefore it would be a lefs furpnze to him to 
fee the Serpent afl fo cunning a part. 3* 
be afraid of it having nut yet finn'd, Sm Bttngtk cu fe  
of Fear. 4- ‘ Twas the Angels cunning to a «  m time
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Ci-?atiire, which w6uld leall furprize our Parents in, 
not in an humane fliaye ; for A im  knew there was no 
more men befides himfelf^ nor arc we perhaps fo fure 
as ‘ tis generally thought, that the Angels were aSuilly 
fallen wien Adam was tempted. May we not rather think 
the Tempter wasfome envious Angel, who with the 
reft o f his Confederates, by giving God the Lye, and 
reducing A im , fell, and were made D .v ils ; And ‘ tis 
not unlikely this is pointed at where the Devil iscaled 
a Destivety and a Lyar fiom the beginning : But as to 
this lee Number 7. about the Full cf Anyls, and the fame 
Queftion you may expert agen at the end o f our Firft 
Volume.

(<ueft. 5. the Orij îml Caufe of the Gout ?
Anftf. The Gout is the produft o f Exafsy and irre- 

gularitieis, efpecialiy in drinking fomc freflcfc wines,and 
other forts o f Liquors that arc faiine and acid, which 
appears by their Icttlingin Casks. This falfitudeand 
fharpnefs caufes a Pungenej zni] pains in making its way 
to the pores, where Nature would ejert it, tnd it has 
been often known to break out in the Fingers ends in a 
dry calccous or Lymy Subftance: ’  fis  heredita ry fouie- 
times, and fomething like it is caufed by excelfiveHeats 
and Colds. I knew z great Lady thit in tliirty years 
fcarce everufed her hands by reafon of the Gout; but 
being reduced by misfortunes into a mean Condit'on, 
an abftcmious forced Dyet perfertly freed her from the 
Companion of her F.x cUes.

6. Whether it reas a real Apple our Parents did 
eat in Paradice ?

Anjw. 1 hat our Parents did both eat and tw/^re/l we 
arc too fine, and that it was an App[e we doubt not, 
the Holy Ghoft net wanting words to exprefsit, i f  it 
had been any thing elfc  ̂ and as for the Tree that bare 
ij, being ca'led the Tree d  Life, rather than any other 
Name ufual amongft Naeu?|lifts, ( which had made feme 
o f the Primitive Fathers b^hcveborhrree and Apple v/cre 
AHegorically] we fay it might be fuch a Tree as we 
have, and yet be the Tree 0 / itbeingthe Objertof 
Lifa or Death, according as Adm kept or broke the 
Command about eating of it. Gort,p. Betanus \n hi» [h- 
doefeyhiexy thinks it an Indian Figg. Paladanus(\i]->on Lin- 
fcbolen ) with the Indians and Arabians have a Fig-tree 
bearing a kind o f fruit which they call an Apple of Para, 
dicey or the Evil Fruit. Ma/i/wi fignifying both an Ap­
ple and Evil:, and ‘ tis remarkable, that an Apple cut 
crofs has in it ten feveral Cells, which Tome will have 
to denote the ten Commands. &c. Bosiheir holds it to 
bean Indian Wlieat.

Queft. 7- Whether a Circle may he fquaredthat isy r.̂ hat 
demonftradon can be made of the Equality betwixt a Circle 
and a Square.

Anftv. We have received two Queftions o f this Na- 
ture, one from CambriigCy and one by a Penny Poft. 
Our Anfwer to both is, that there can never be a ie- 
monftration of Squaring a Circky becaufe the firft Circle 
that was ever found equal to a fquare, was not found by 
any Caution but by tryal, till an equal Content was 
found, and then a near proportion ( fo r  no body ever 
yet pretended an exart one) was laid down. Juft fo 
*tis pofliblc to find the Content of the moft irregular 
Veffel by meafuring the water that will fill i t ;  Butin  
thefe and feveral other Cafes we muft reft contented 
with no better demonftration than an Vnmatbematieal 
matter of fart.

Queh.^.Thegrounds of Friendfilip placed Numb. 7. 
Qu. 4. either in Benefits or Indinationy whether will your 
Pefiription of itholiy that it mufi be only between t'KoVeX’  
fons, fnce one of thoje Caufes may oblige me to one many a»o~ 
therto a fecond, &c.

Anfw. Notwithftanding this the Defcriptlon ftill holds 
good, and this Objertion was there foreften and obvia­
ted, by granting there might be a partial, tho‘  not an 
entire or proper Friendjhip for feveral Perfons at the 
fame time ; and fo in efFert in common Speech we call 
thofe our Friends who are either related to us, or have 

'"Dbligei us, or we find our fclves inclin'd to oblige and 
love them. But then, as has been faid, the more caufes 
in tills cafe meet together, the ftronger and more en­
tire will the Friendjhip be which they produce. Thus 
Benefits and Inc'lnation, where united, will generally 
fpeaking, move more forcibly than where they are fe. 
pirate 5 as, to ufc a familiar Illujlrationy two Horfes will

c^lerls parilksy duw  more fiiongly than one. If it he 
ask’d whether of thefe two Caufes are the more pow­
erful, it requires a more prolix dilquifition tli»m the pte- 
fent room will afford it. Sometimes Inclination is the 
ftronger,and at others Benefits: Nor is’ teafie to give a ge­
neral rule, tho’ Inclination mayfeem to carry it from 
the other with a m 4 « ,  if we confulcr only the 
part which7nrer?/̂  has in tliofe Benefits; yet Gratitude 
comes in agen of thatfide, and reduces things very near 
an Equilibrium.

Queft. 9. whit are become of the [even Chu chesof Afia *
Aijw. They are now in the Turks Dominions, but 

overrun with Ignorance, Eiror, and Barbarifm. Some 
fay that the Waldenfes and Alligenfes arc o f this difperli- 
on ; but however araongftthofe that we are certain are 
of this difperlion, there is this obfervable, That they 
Excommunicate the Tope for ufurping the Name o f 
Catholick, and Head of the true Church, asdoal-o the 
Greeks.

Q^icft. :o . whether Stones are porous ?
Atjtv. There is no fort o f Earthy Siones or Minerals, 

but are porous. Gold is theclofcft ikidy, and yet we 
find it may be contrarted into a Icfier room, and alfo re- 
hnec!.

Queft. 1 1 .  Whither the Sky is a Subfiance,and m.ij be felt?
A>.fw. Wharloever the Q ierift means by the Sky, as 

Air, Clouds, Fn-mament, or all together, he (lial) be 
fatlsfied in ournewSyftem.

Queft. 12, who was the moft Righteous man, Noah.Daniel, 
or Job ?

Anfw. The Queftion isvery improper-and might with 
asmuch reafon have been thus: Whether this little Vef- 
fel or that greater is fnllerof water when both are un­
der w'ater. Rightcoufnefs confiftsin Sincerity, notin 
Qiiantity ; but i f  the Querift means, which was moft 
Sufeeptive of this righteoufnefs; or had the greareft 
mare, we refer to the order o f words in the T ext for 
priority,knowing no better a Medium for Information.

Q jeft. 13 . How ought thofe Men to be treated, who 
through Malice and Ignorance degrade thofe Works they un~ 
derftand not ? ^

Anfw. With Contempt, as they deferve. This Quefti- 
on is fair enough, if it did at fometliine more
than it expreffes. We underftand fomePerfons are very 
angry that we have treated a certain late famous Gentle­
man after fuch am inner, as if we had alefsefteem for 
his Works than either they have for him, or he had for 
hmfelf: But as we think it as unhandfome as criminal 
to abufe either the Dead or the living, fo we efteem it 
a debt to facred Truth to mention with that Infamy it 
deferves the Memory o f one who was a greater Enemy 
to the Chrifiian Hame than either a Celfus or a Julian ; this 
we are ready to prove, and need not be called upon, but 
(nail o f our own accord perform it as foon as occafioa 
offers.

WE  defigning ( as vee promifedin ottr laft Pa- 
per )  in one o f our rdumes^ a New Sy- 

Item o f Elementary Philofophy, ( L e .  o f the 
four Elements^ we defire all Scholar s and other 
efpecialiy thofe that have fent to us ahant other 
Swjeas from d m b n d g t  and Oxford, that they 
wtU fendus all the Quefliom they can pojfibly think 
on in ten days time.

The Gentleman that has fent fix  Queftions 
from Cambridge, may expeEl to hear from us at 
the end o f our f r j i  Eolume.  ̂ which will be publifiied 
about the latter end of May, as was mentioned in 
our laft.

The Ladies pleafant epuefticn about Flea?, &c. 
ftall be anfwered as foon a$ we have oppor­
tunity to make Experiments ncceflary, to 
cide the doubt propofed.
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