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Queft. I. Hexhtr it be lawful for Friends folemn- 
/jr to if  one dyes firft, to ap­
pear to the other, and inform them of 

*be Condition of the Soul in another JVorld ?
Antof The leaft that can be (aid o f fuch an Attempt,

iS, that ’ twould be
1. FruitlefSy lince Truf/j ItfclP tells -  I f  they roill not 

hear and the ProflKts, neither ttill they believe though 
onerofe from the dead : For i f  the common methods of God’s 
Ftovidence will not convince an Atiieift, neither is he to 
exfeij any new way of fatisfaftion : nor ifhehadliis de- 
tire would he be without foine evafm or other ftill to 
continue his InfidtJiiy.

2. Twould be -on more arcounts than one:
I f  no fuch appearance, which unlfes we were bitter ac­
quainted with the Oeconomy of the tf'orld of Spirits, we 
have little to expert, this might incline a weak
Man to doubt yetinoreoi the Trar/iof thofe things which 
we are dearly taught both by natural and revealed Reli­
gion. I f  ar-y Appearance, how Ibould the Perfon to whom 
’twasmaclc»^c''u/>j.'j inoip whether ’ tis really the Spirit of 
his departed Friend, or Tome illufivt Vernon , which may 
either tell him a Faljhooi inftead of a Truth, or mingle 
Truth 3ad Faljhood together, the more cunningly to deceive 
him ; But betides the uncertainty and the danger there 
would be in fuch a prartice which way foever it tci mi- 
nates, I think’twould be alfo—

3. Irrelig iciis fmee it too plainly implies a diJlruH o f 
the 2"r«t/> o/ Goi(; nay more, that thofe who ufe'it, w'ould 
believe humane Tefiimony, and jicrhaps Viabolical, rather 
than Divine,’— No, fay they, ’ tis rather to confirm the
Trjitib of fuch Tefiimony zs is faid to he divine.----- But is
tlicre any want of all reafonablc CouftTmation? han’t we 
ftronger Evidence that the Scriptures were written by in- 

JpiredMen, or at leaft that the matter therein contained 
is true, than that there was ever fuch a Man as Alexan­
der or Cxfar, becaufe one o f thefe has all the Moral De- 
monjlratiens o f Truth the other has, namdy univerfaJ,ot 
unanfwcrable humane Tefiimony both of Friends aad Ene­
mies, and yet more, to m t Miracles, which aretheTV/?/- 
monyof Ueavtn. Now this5«T/pture gives us undenyable 
Evidence o f the Exiftence of Souls after Death, and there­
fore whatever goJ  may think fit to Order ot permit in ex­
traordinary Cafes, as revealing Iniujiice, Murder, &c. It 
appears both fruitlefs, dangerous and irreligious, to expert 
any fuch thing wil/narr/y to happen^ fince the Cowye 0/iVi- 
m e  is not to be altered without the higheft Necej t̂y and 
F̂ afon.

^ e f t .  2. n̂ hy doth the Sun at Wjrifing in the Firma­
ment play more on Eafter-day than Whitfunday ?

Anfw. This Queftion being propofed in iVelch, which 
*ncint Language we muft confefs none o f us have 
the happinefs to underftand, we have been forc’d to 
make ufe o f an Interpreter, and taking it for granted 
he has not injur’d the fenfe of it in the tranflaxion, we 
thus reply.

That the m atterof Fart is an old, weak, fuperftitious 
Error, and the Sun neither plays nor TOorfej on Eafter-day 
more than any other. It’s true, it may fometimes hap­
pen to that morning than on the preceding
or followingDayes, but if it does,’ tis .purely accidental. 
In fome parts o f England they call it----- The Lamb play­
ing, which they look for as foon as the Sun rifes, in 
fo ne clear ot Fiver, and is nothing but the freer;' 
Kefiexisn it makes from the Water, which they may find 
at any time, if the Sun rifes c/eir and they themfelveS 
early, and unprejudic’d with Fancy.

Qiieft. 3. / knew a Gentlewoman who wept theftrfi Plight 
jhefteptwith her Husband, Whether was it foy, fear, or* 
Modefty that caused thefe tears ?

Anfw. We (hill ratberattribute it to z fearful Modefty,

than Joy, or any other Caufc, becaufe we find no In- 
nances of Widows, when upon their marrying again 
have wept in going to Bed. Plutarch treating on Mode- 
fly, argues, that tho* it be a weaknefs, ’ tis an argumooc 
o f a Virtuous and Ingenuous Soul. Mandefto in his Travels, 
lib. 2 . f .  90. fays a Young Gentlewoman o f Japan being 
on her knees at the end o f a Table, waiting on her Ma- 
ftcr in the Appartment o f Women , and over-reaching 
her felf to take a Flaggon that flood a little too far 
from her, (he chanced to break Wind backwards, with 
which (he was fo much aftumed, that putting her Gar­
ment over her head, fhe would by no means ftiew her 
Face, butwithan enraged Violence taking one o f the 
Nipples of her Breafts into her Moudi fhe bit it off; 
with the Anguifh o f  which, and thefhame fhe unil«r- 
went, fhe immediately dyed in the place. This laft In- 
fiance deferves our pity, but the Inftance in the Que- 
ftionour Admiration, and wifhes, that there were more 
Inftanccs o f this fort, and Icfsof the Impudent and Ihatne- 
Icfs behaviour o f the contrary.
• Queft. 4. Since in your Advertifement you make it known 
thataChyiuTgeonit taken into your Society, I  have thought 
fit to propound the follov/ing QueHion, withal ajfuring yon 
that the matter of Fa^ is true. A Sailor onboard the Fl$et, 
by an unlucky Accident broke bis Leg, being in Drink, and 
relujing the affiftavee of the Surgeon of the Ship, called for 
a piece of new Tarpauling that lay on the Deck, which he 
rolled \ame turns round his Leg, tying tip all clofe with a 
few Hoop-ftkks, and was able immediaie'y after to walk round 
the Jhip, never keeping his Bed one day. / would know whe­
ther the Cure is to be attributed te the Emplafiick Nature of 
the tarrd and pitcb*d Cloth bound on ftrait with the Hoop, 
picks, &c. or rather whether it may not be folvei according 
to the Cartefian Philofbphy.

Anjw. Des Cartes lias lefs to do with this C^eftion than 
Copernicus, who ina drunken fit by theCourfe of his Brain 
found out the great Secret of the Worlds turning round,and 
(b might our Drunken Sailor be infpir’d with this Novel
.way o f curing himfelf; but to the (Queftion;----- Irclie
Idfcr focil was only broken, he mig! t not be decumbent 
one day  ̂ the greater ( his Head being pretty light) be­
ing able to fupport his Body ; but if l>oth tlic Bones 
were broken, he could not ftand unlefs tlie Sp'inters that 
were tyed round his L eg  came below his heel, and refted 
upon his Ham, which would take away that weight the 
Leg would otherwife bear •- Befides, the Tarpauling is a 
go:>d Categmatick, which with a fober and a regular 
dyet, might fuccecd,'tho’ ’tis no rule to walk by.

Queft. 5. What became of the Waters after Noah's Flood ? 
Anfw. The Earth was inviron’d with Water,, before it 

was made a Terraqueous Globe •. And now the Waters 
are GlobUlous, and higher than the Earth, whereby 
( and with thofe waters above the Firmament) theEarch 
might cafily be overwhelmed. Now knowing whence 
the water came, we eafily affirm, that it receded again 
to its old Stations, tho’ no doubt but theEarch drank up 
fome, and fome were into Air.

Queft. 6. Seeing Aftrologers do acknowledge the Sun to 
be a Body of Fire, pray what is that that nourmes and fup. 
plyes«  ?

Anfw. Wedefign to referve the Solution o f this and 
all fuch Queftions for our A"ew Syfiem of Elementary ' 
Philofophy, which will be finiflied in a little time.

Queft. 7. what is the Difference betwixt Genus and 
Species ?

Anfw. As much as betwixt Generality and Diflindien.
As for inftance. Genus fignifies a Stock in general Terms, 
whether Vfgetative or animal, ^c. but Jpct/a is thedi- 
ftinrtion inthofe Stocks, as they are in Animal, Ratio­
nal or Irrational r Thus there is a Species Generis, but 
not A Genus Speciei.

Queft 8-
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' Qpcit. 8. What's the t m  meaning of the m d

Superftition/ • .1, r-- -i
jinfw, Snpra or faper Statutum in the Civil

L a w  it comes from beyond or above the Sta­
tute y in Divinity it means a neceflary Ob- 
fcrvancc o f thofe indifferent things which God 
has neither commanded nor forbidden; as for 
inftance, ’T is  Snperftitton'to believe the wear­
ing a Snrphce in religious Worjhip a fin, be- 
caufe God has not forbidden it , and cis Sn- 

to believe the «of wearing it m it felt 
a fin, becaufeGod has not commanded it, and
fo in Meats, Times, &c.

Quell. 9. Which is the mofi ancient and po­
pulous Nation in the World ?

Jn fw . China bids fair for the former, and 
clearly carries t h e b y  many Millions a- 
gainft all the World. They are at k a il  as an­
cient as the ChMaans or Egyptians, and de­
duce their autliencick Records from a very 
few Years after the univerfal Deluge, where­
of, and o f Noah him klf, it maybe moie than 
Fancy, fhould we affirm their eldell Books 
contain very clear and difiinft Notices, 
their firft Monarch fohi bidding much fairer 
for Noah than ever the Italian Janus did, they 
acknowledging him for the firft King and Fa­
ther o f their Nation after the great Deluge 
and what’ s more remarkable, tell us that he 
firft reform’ d ‘’em from drinking the Blood ot
£g^jls__  The M a in in g  from which all men
know was one o f the Precepts of Noah , befides 
other paffages too long to be infifted on. 
This may alfo be probably proved from the 
creat progrefso f Arts and Arms amongft em, 
efpecially thofe which are the unqueflioned
effects o f  l o n g  Experience-----Navigation, the
Compafs, Printing, Guns, Sculpture and Archi- 
tefluVe, befides many other ufeful Inventi­
ons, having been time out o f mind, and foms 
o f ’em in great perfedtion, common among 
them. For their number, we fhou’ d find it a 
difficult matter to believe the account the Fa­
thers give us thereof, were it not deduced 
from the authentick Records o f that Coun- 

'trev , attefted by all who write on the fame 
fubjedt, and that or fomething near it , even 
bv Proteftants who have Travelled thither: 
A i d .  Dutch Embajfy. )  The Royal Scctety, who 
I fuDPofehave it out o f Father MagelUns, be- 
caufe feveral other o f thek accounts a p e e  
with his, tell us the Number o f the Sub)cdfs 
o f that Empire amount to fifty  odd Millions, 
Teckoningor.lv the Males, and o f thofe, on­
ly fuch as live on the Land, whereas tis no- 
torioufly known they have many Millions, 
f  perhaps more than half as p an y a sa re  on 
the Lan d) who live only upon the W ater, 
are born, and bred, anddyechere. N or will 
this number feem fo prodigious, i f  wecon- 

-T id erh o w vafta trad lo f ground they polTefs ; 
’ tis at leaft 1380  Italian Miles (w hich are 
v e ry  near the Enghfs in length ; and at the 
laroeli computation 1 800, the firft reaches to 
2 3  Degrees o f Longitude, the latter to 30, 
and wants not more than a third pare o f the 
fame in breadth, from whence without the 

Weekly Bills, it might be no difficult 
matter, allowing fo many for a City, and fo 
proportionable, to give forac guefs at the 
^ob ability  o f fo vail a number o f Inhabi­
tants.

Queft. 10 . W h it is  Mayjij ? , . j
Anfvo, It comes from the word Major, and wont ad­

mit a R iv a l .  ’ Tis generally taken for %a/ry •, but m 
ftriftnefs of Speech ’ tis a P rebem iinncy of one perfon to 
another in refpeft of G ru n d u re , S ta tu ie , &c. But now a 
days it may very well pafs for a Creature called a
Coach and Six. ..

Queft. II- Wlsj the water on one fide Kingfton Bridge 
runs always one wiy, and. she other according to the motion oj 
the Tide, and what's theCaufeof the Tides motion ?

Anfw. No doubt that one way is downward, according 
to the natural motion o f the current, tho not exprefs m the 
Queftion.— 1 fuppofe then,( having never feen the place; 
that there may be forac Head-land jutting forth below the 
Bridge, which may break the Force of the fide in its now^ 
ins,andconfequcntly give the ftream l:berty tqcontiiiuc 
on that fide in its ufual motion ; but the other IkiC having 
no fuch defence, the Tide has its full power there, and 
gtves that part o f the Stream fuch a motion as it felt 
has, at leaft as to jhe furf.*ce and upper parts of the 
water. If  this won’t do, the Eddy may lye on chat hde ' 
where it always runs the fame way', and * e  feedatly 
in thcTb^mes, that when the Tide comes in, itrunsquice 
centraly ways by the fides aid the middle. As u;r the 
Reafon of the Tides motion, fomething has been former­
ly endeavoured on that Head, vide Nittnb. 2. according 
to tlie commonly receiv’d H y p o t h e c s b u t  we intend 
more largelv to conftder it in a New ohe of our oah, 
which lhallbc Ihmtly pubhihed, if this D-fign conti­
nues to receive tiiat Encouragement it has hitherto met 
withal from the Cmdid and Ingenious.

Queft. 12 . why does the h'ruit of a Tree in grafting al­
ways tike after the Cion, and not after the i oot ?

Anfw. The Juice which afeends from the Farth fur 
the Trees nourifhmcnt is the fame in all Trees *, bur the 
particular Fruits, and their different Formation, feem to 
depend on the internal Difpoficion of thofe more imme­
diate parts from whence they are produced. Thus we 
commonly enough fee not only very good Fruits rais’d 
from a Thorn, and good Apples from a Crab jiak-. But 
what appears yet much mureftrange and diverting, fe­
veral forts of Fruits , Pears, Apples, Plumbs and Cher-, 
tits on the fame Tree, which feems evidently to demon- 
ftrate that thofe particular fine wtiiiai’ j  or in the
Grjft, from thofe Juices which the Root receives from 
the Earth aaording to their own Nature, and tlrenc© 
producetheirown proper Fruits,as Seals,or rather Moulds 
inrtamp fuch Impreflions on a Urge piece o f wax, nut as 
it had before, biitas they themfelves repr^fent.

Queft. 13 . Jn regard the Double Confonant , Cb, 
doth not always Usar\d \t k\f, but often founds K, (  as in the 
w r i f  Charafter, Chebar, Lachifh, Baruch, and the like ) 
whit certain Î ule in this cafe can you give a ftranger for 
pronouncing fuch'} words aright ?

Anfw. This double Confonant is indeed as we find by 
Forraigners, one o f the moft difficult founds in all our 
Language, the Fre^cF Ch, a s ,in the \tord Chagrin, &.c, 
comes nothing near it, being much more effeminate, and 
no more than our fh. Their c is a little nearer it, but 
neither comes that up to it. Thofe three Letters, TIh, 
yield a found nearer than both, and wants little of cx- 
prefling it’s whole power, tho not quite fo mafeuline; 
and after all, the particular pronunciation is better 
learnt by hearingan Englijh man fpeak it, than any other 
way. As for the Bulc, when it’s to be pronounced, this 
way or the other, a s a K ,  o rC , mute, it’seafily enough 
found out. In all words properly of our own Language, 
where we meet with it either as an Initial or Final, it 
has this peculiar different found before deferibed 'p as 
Chamber, Chide, Churn, &c. or in the end of words, as 
(cratch, rich, fuch, and I think’ twill hold in all other which 
can be produced. In all words o f Modern Langua­
ges, or thofe adopted thence unto ours, ’cis to be pro­
nounc’d according to the Cuftoro of the Coiintrey 
whence it came. But in thofe o f the Greek of Hebrew, 
where’tis onlyafingle Letter, a Chi, x oc aCheth, n, it 
founds no more than K, wliich as it holds in all the In- 
ftancesthe Gentleman propofes in the Queftion, fo I be­
lieve it will in all others.

a tititr rt fm u n ts j.

V  X / Perfonsjite hereby defired to forbear fending in any more 
left ions f tili we give publick mice we have difparch'i 

all thofe we have already on cur hands, which wiU be in a little 
time) except fueh as relate to Elementary Bodies. And all 
fuch Qufftions mujt be fem to us by the 20th of this Inflant May, 
or cannot be anfweTed in that new Syftem o f Philofophy 
we promifed to add at the end cj one of our Volumes.
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