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The Athenian Mercury:

QucCoap, A~ril 19. 1691.

Qucft. Uethtr Fleas h”vt flings,
or whether they only fuck
or bite, when they draw

Blood fromthe Body ?

Anfw. Not to trouble you, Madaml with
the Hebrew or Arabick Name of a Flea™ or to
iranfcribc* Borhart) learned Dilfertationj on the
little Animal, we fljall for your fatisfaftion
give fuch a Defcriftton thereof, as we have
yet been able to

Itis, as we may partly difcern by thtftaked

Eye, of a lovely deef Red .colour, luoft neatly
folirlnd, and arttid with Scales, which can tc-

/i™ any thing but Fate and your Ladijhips un-
merciful Findersj the Neck, of it is cxaiflly
like the Tad of a Lohfter, and by the Ajftji-
ance of thole firong Scales ’[is covered with,

ffrtngs backwards and forward much in the

fame planner , and with equal Violence; it
lias two Eyes on either fide of its Head, fo
pretty, that I'd pieferr '‘cm, to any, Madam,
but yours, and which it makes ufc ofto avoid
its Fate, and fly its Enemies, with as much
nimblenefs and fuccefs as your Sex manage
thofe fatal Weapons ( lovely Bafilisks as you
are) for the Ruine of your Adorers. Nature
has provided it fix fubftantial Legs, of a great
ftrength, and incomparable agdity, joynted
like a Cane, cover'd with large Hairs, and
armed each of 'em with two Claws, which ap-
pear of a horny fubftance, more fliarp than

Lancets, or the fineft Needle you have in all your
Needle-Book”— 'Twas a long while before we
couM difeover its Month, which wc confefs
we han” yet fo exaBly done as wewou’'d, the
little bafhful Creature always holding up its two
fire-feet before it, which it ufes inftead of a
Fan or when’ t has no mind to be known—
And here wc were forced to be gmlity ofan AB
both uncivil and crud, without which we con'd
never have given you a Rejolution to your Ojufti-

___-We were obliged to unmask this»tfl<"*
one, and cut off the two Legs on'E to come to
the Face, which being perform'd ( ibo’ it makes
our tender Hearts, as well as yours, almoft
bleed to think on't) we immediately difeover-
cd what your Ladyfhip defired, and found

Nature had given it a ftrong Probofeis or Trunk-,
as a Gnat or Mufehettoy tho’ much Thicker and

jhorter, with which we may very well fuppofe
it penetrates yOMXfair Hand, feafts it felf on the

NeBar of yonr Blood, and then like a little
faiihlefs Fugitive of a Lover, skips away almoft
tnvtfibly, no body knows whither.

Qiicfl. 2. How may we fhun the reproachof a
rap) Undertaking , tf the Event prove contrary to

««rexpeftation?

A/fw, The matter of faB may adroit of fuch

alterations by different Circumftances, that'tis
impofliblc to give a juft Solution----- Howevet
in general terms we fay, Perlifting in an Er-
ror doubles it and 'Misan ill Maxime of

dea in Senec. Traged. Scelus velandum fcelere,
we mult cover, one Wickednefs with another:;
"tis a much better Maxim which the fame Au-
thor makes ufs of in another place, Quipani-
tet peceajfe pene efl innocens, he is next to guilt-
lefs whom it grieves that he has been guilty.
Utterly to avoid a Reproach i?irapolfible, yet
10 leflen it, let the raps Vndertaker Condemn
and not Juftific his rafhnefs before his reproach-
ing Enemies, which will flop their Mouths,
by anticipating the Subject of their Difcoorfc ;
the Wound of his Friends will be fecret, and
there he has occafion more for his gratitude
than his fear.

Qucft. 3. lIhave fentyoH the trouble of ««EX-
periment, which Jhave not only had praBifed on
my felf, but| have made ufe of it for the Bene-
fit of.feveraT, it is this—>t -That if any Perfon
fhould be run through the Leg, Thigh, Arm, or
any other place of tljeir Bodies, provided it be not
Mortal , tf known to mewithm the fp.xe of 48
hours, although he be an hundred Mdes off', lean
by God's Blejfing cure him, without any Plaiftcr or
any fort of Application, in a much p.orter time
than any Phyliiian in London, if they fend thejr
Names and place where they were wounded-----
Query, Whether this be lawful, if ( being peT*
formed by ) no ill Means ?

Anfw. We are not without fcveral hfiaru
ces of Sir Kenelm Digby's Sympathetick Powder™
nor of the W capon-falve treated op in Do-
ctor Charleton\ Ternary of Paradoxes: Nor
want we InBances of Cures wreugt by Wordsi
and fome unaccountable Geftures; under
which of thefe, or what other Cafes to rec-.
kon this Cure- we know not, fince “cis not
mentioned as to the manner of it. Ifthe”™o-
rifi has found out any fuch Experiment that
may be ufeful to the Puhlick® and which may
be performed by no r / / a s healledges)
It muft certainly be lawful, and cannot want
Encouragement, but if he plcafes in his next
to be more particular, what Means he ufes,
( we ask not the Secret) and whether he per-
forms bis Cures by Words, Sympathy, Antipa-
thy, or by any ABion that he can give a m -
fanable account how it comes about, then”we
lhan’'tfail to recommend it to the publick, 'till
then we (hall fufpend our femiments thereof.

Queft. 4, Wheiter anunmarried Perfon ought to prayfor d

.Husband or a Wife ; andif it be a doty, whetheritis not tt

fia tonegleH t? o « .
An(v>. If It be a duty, ‘cisafin toneglea It, and wne-
therit is a duty or no, you muft confultthe
of Nature, the dilj *vou defign by if, asyour own,jri-
tipeatienf



tifuticHf <r a ftih.'ervicncy to a better anr*'ering tl:e crcl
of your Crcsiton, | mean the Gy oj God. | know not
which of (hele, or what other endsyou n»ay propofe to
your fdf, batthis | am fare, that every Rerfon ilelign-
ingto enter into that State, ought to the Ajjljlincc
of Heaven as to a Choice ina matter of (ogreat Mo-
ment” as always the Happinefb of this wWi, anti fome*
tim « that of the other depends.

Qiieft, /e Elficicnt Caufe of all Morion?

Anjw. God------------ In him nelive and move, Cf. and If
v>i, tiicn thereft of the Craiicn. How things arc faiU
to move by heat, we Hull fpeak more hereafter.

Qiicft. 6. wpdt is the Heafon that the voice 0oj Women
is more ihuwWibunxhe Voice 0/Vicn ?

Anfw. Not from the inequality of Ofj*ans, (a? fome
fopi“Kjfe ) * fome Men being every way Icfs prof/ortioned
Chan H'omen; as alfo becaufe Men are no Icfs

after Cajhationy and yet their Voice will then be
changed. | can meet with no better a peafbir amonglt
tlie Naturalifts, than an dijjufton of the Upermxtic®
A%t™\ which is alfo the Caufe of that wc call rar.knejs,
o\ a jiron""go”enftve aujieoc fmdl of flefh in Bulls
fiums, CoeiSy &c. above Oxen, Witthefi, Capons, or the
Females of thole Kinds, prom th'S Reafon Hcrmjphro-
rfhrjgencfally fi)eak in two feveral Tones. A Soys fpeech
irilarges at his Puberty, which generally happens about
fixteenorJevenieen, aid an Eumte!} lofes liis mjeuime voice
when heiofes that which caulcsit.

Qiieft 7i Whence i\the Preiudinof Gahame'i ?

Anfm. As other Stones aie produced, and not (as
fome fuppofe) fall 1 from the Stars, for tho they are
naturally fjgur‘d with the rc/emila»«?0/ a Star, it follows
not they fall from Stars, no more than that th? Stone
aWdOphiiesy whicli cures Poyfon, and I)Cars the figure
of a Serpent, fhould be produced by Serpents\ or the Stone
Maltha, which bears Che figure of a Serpents Tongne,
fhould be a Serpents Tongue petrijied ; we are not without
refemhling And iympath/Ning  herbs-----'Squill and Pjspoey re*
femble the head, and alFwagc the i>ains of it ; Tunly and
Fye-brigbt cure the Eyes, unto which they are like, tho
we can'‘t allow rhefe Stones, Herbs, ('e. of reftmblance,
to produce any efteftbyomwe of fitniUtude, butby vertue
and pupery of thtir own Hathre and Quality.

Queft. 8. Whence cones the Produbtion of Toads, Ser-
pent", in tbemidjlof folid Rocks ?

Aniw. Kor. from any Seminal Venue in the Rocks, but
by the Bocks growing, and accidentally clofing up fuch
Creatures as well as other things in them: We have In-
Aances enough of the growth both of Stone and Minerals,
inclufivc ofKcys, Hones, which they and
grew over ina few Yearstime.

Queft. 9. How are Eels produced, and whether have they
any beat ?

Anfw. Not by the ufual Methods that other Fifli( if
they may be call'd fo ) are generated by, {pawning and
fmehing ; but thus-—— Asthe Sun by it's periodical influ-
ence and Circulation does reduce into aft tliat innate
Seminal VtlWue and power which the Earth has to pro-
duce GraR, Shrubs, and ocher things, m fuch places
where Buildings have flood for many Ages, and after-
wards dihpiiatei, and kcomc ruinous, without the
helpofany Perfons /owing the Seeds of Grafs, Cf. there,

"fo Che Sun may by it's influtnee aft upon water only,

to a prodiiftion of £eJs , as thole‘innumerable forts
of Agueous InfeBs, and Vermin. This is an experienced
matteroffaft ; firft as to Eds, as the inquifitive Vir-
tuofi's ina Microfeopefound out, and is alfo to befeen
by a fpoonful of rain water, which in r' rce days time
by the heat ofthe Sun will produce thoufands of fmall
J?f/i.Asto the recpnd,ofid”™w(i«r/ffyi;<ij, ‘ tisobfcrvablcjthac
a new pit dug for water, will the firft Summer be innume-
rably ftoJeed with ‘cm : As to the other partof the
Queftion, about their having heat, wc anfwer affirma-
tively, that every thing that has an innate power of Mo-
tion has alfo Heat, Motion and Hest being inlieperablc as
wc fiiall. quickly have occafion to fpeak more largely of,
tho we deny not but chat an Eel as well as other Fijhes,
( fome of which are warmer chan others from a greater
oriels ailhity) are colderthan thole Creatures that live
upon Land, by reafon of the Qtulily of their Element,
every Ekmeut ftriving to reduce every thing initto a
with it's felf, ifnotin fubflance, yet in aecidents,

of which Cowis one.
Quell. lo. Suppofing it to he p-gthk for a great hole to be
made quite through the Diameter of the Globe©/ this Earth
and that a Milftonc, orfome othr ~ponderous Body were
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thnwn into it, Whhher would ik/aid MiiSltre fell ?

Anfw. It's own force would drive jt beyond the C«-
ter of Gravity, or middle of the Earth, perhaps for fome
hundred Miles- when it's force being % nt, and not
finding it's CfHtfr there, it would fall back again towards
us, beyond the Centre for fome Miles, and fo return
*Nain, tailing backward and forward, till it's force be-
ing fpent, itwould hang juft in the middle of the Earth ;
but more of this and the reafon of it hereafter.

Queft. |l. We have heard of fome who to all appearance
have beendeadje' twoor three days, and have recjVe'cd. Now
thisMynety in Naiwe i™ wi.ribyour explaining; aiJ |beg
lie Solution of it, uswell for my own (acistjclioa as 0j/«e
veral other Gentlemen that put me on ?

Anfw. As the ‘'ppvtitefot. a confi.lerahle time may be
fufpendedfrom icS Oftce by anexelfive Grief or TrmdaUy
and yet be nut altogether loft; So m:y the Soul fora
time feem to 'be lepirtecl out of the Body, and yet not
really be fo ; the fi ft from the fame gealon u;at Bears,
Srfai's, Dormice, Bc. live feveral M>nths witiiouc food,
occaliorcd ttius; The lefs Spirits and Heat chtre is, the
left is the d'g'filon,. and ccnn.quently aicfs ajpaite, not
that they aie aitiv-cther rwithout Appetite jdaui that the
fat and vifeous jl-gm wherewith they arc provided, arc
fufficient “swuriprment, and as much as their fmail beat
requires for all that time : But that the Soul, and the
who'c frame of nature flionld imitate a leparacion,
whrn there really is not one, ismnreftrange »yet i>offi-
bly it may proceed from a Harural Realon, (if-a' natu-
ral one can be affign,d ¢ ) Sicknefs by de. rets does fome-
times.caufe chat upon the A’imul sprits, as ayi<«-
den ~oy ox Gri'f \ but asail u/y/eci adions are Jk't, fo the
Effeils of afuddenJoy or Orif/eithcr kill or return again
prcfcntly 5 but the E~cfls of a lingrirg siekr.efs, as they
fix {lowly, fo they remove di“cuky — - in this they
both agree, the Heart being eppres'd, the Spirits fiy thi-
ther with the blood for its fucc'.ur, and there remain tift
they are either extinfl or disperfsd by a New Circulati-
on, commencing as-foon as thc fiMr/can fparc their re-
treat, which is fooner or later according to the Caufe
that brought‘em thither: The Soul all the while having
buclittle room to aft in, 1 mean the Animal spirits,
ar|1d O'The Aijimal Spirits aslittle, | mean the retreated
Blood.

[l The feveral Ingenious Queftions lately fentusbya
Young Gentlewoman, ( they relating chiefly tothef*m
Sex )fhall be fpeedily anfwcred all together in one Paper.

The Gentleman that fent us three Elanentny Qte-
filomlafi week, mayexpeft to hear from us in that New
JjtAmofPhilofophy that we promifed in Numb, 15,
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