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The Athenian Mercury:

featmto,

V -
The feveral Queftions lately fern w by a youn”®
Gentlewoman pJull be here anfwertd all to-
gether , according to our Promife in our Ufi
Mercury.

Queft. I*\ /1 1 Tiether Beauty be real or
\' \J ima}i,inary ?

Atifw. We dare almoji
venture to affirm ’cis both. Cuflom and Opi-
nion it muft of neceffity be own™d, go a great
way towards making a D formity or a Beauty®
and how (hall we certainly know whether’s
in the right}---—---- He that'abufes the Negro
for his fi-it Nofe and thick Lips ™ or the Neqgyo
who abufts him for his thin Ltps and high
Nofe ? NaVi we need not go fo far as Guinea™
for in the K. nultes of iht firfi Prince of Eurepe®
to be bom without fuch a Ltp as we general-
ly think rone of the bgk™ wou'd be efteemM
a great Deformity, not to fay worfe ; — And
indeed every where Fancy a large kkroke
in thefc matters, Lucrettns his witty Obfer-
vation ParvuU punciho &c. bold-
ing almcft all the World over Nor has
Complexion any better Fate then proportion, one
who is born among the Blacks, being as
great a Monfin as a Black among thofe that
are white, and the Ahyjfines wouM perfwade
us that Adam and Eve were Blacks, and that
the Qjuen of Sheba was of that Colour they
make almoft an Article of their Creed. How-
ever,* as Exceptions doji'c fpoii 3 Pule, and
as 'cis no Argument there’s no fuch thing as
the Law of Nature, becaufc forae Nations have
no regard tot, fo in this Cafe, there muft
be a befl fomewhere, White is lovely Blacky
horrid, one refemblingthethcothe/ darkz
nefs. In thefe things therefore we place Beau-
ty------- namely — Features, Proportion, Com-
plexion, Meine and Air. There isfuch athing
as 2good Feature, taken by it fclf, fome things
being fhaped more neat, cteaverly and handjotne
than others, aswe may grofsly fee in a Horfe
compared with an Elephant, a Gray-hound with
a Swine or Cur. And this is' fomeihing in
Nature, independent from the Judgment or
Fancy of any Man j for thefe KeUtions wou'd
in ihemfelves be, though there were no Man
in the World to make the Comparifon', nay,
an EUphant wou'd be a clumfie jhapelefs thing,
tho’ there (liou'd be no Horfe to be compared
With it; as a Borfe would be neat and clea-
verly limb’'d, tho, there were no fuch thing in
.being as an Afs or an Elephant: Now this Fea-
ture, as it is areal Beauty, fo ’tis diftintt even
from proportion, tho’ very near akin to it: For
example « We fee commonly enough Per-
lons who have feme good Features--——--a Nofe,
Mouth, Chin, &c. whereas the reft may ei-
ther be Deform’d or Unpropbrtionable, rot
bearing that due regard of feitmtion or mini-

23. 1691.

tude one to another, which at fir/l fight ap-
pear pleafing and natural. And indeed what
that is, as in other Cafes yet to come, the
Eye feems to be the foie Judge ', nor is'te&fie
to deferibe and fix it, tho’ we believe it pofTi-
ble to be done; and if any way, by thePro-
portions of Mufick., that proportion infallibly
pleafing the Eye in viable ObjeSls which docs
the Ear in Audible. For the two laft parts of
Beauty, a good Meine and good Air-—— with the
French, from whence we had the Terms-----
Belle Air, and Bonne Mine j tlwy may more ea-
fily be diftinguifh’d than deferib’d, tho’ both
generally confounded. A good Meine relates to
all the Body, a fine Air to tic Face only. A
good Meine is but ofo«e’fort, and more eafily dc-
feribed thanan Air: It fignifies— the har.d-
fome appearance fome People make when you
take 'em all together; 'tis as we may call it,
the good Air of the Body, as a good Air ( ta-
ken in a ftrift fenfe ) the”oorf Aleine of the Face.
And this, tho' theierpoy be fomething of il
in Nature, yet we chiefly thii.k owing to Edu-
cation and Converfe: Whereas a good Air is
various, perfedtiy Natural, and impoffible to
be given by all the Art in the World— For a
Man may skrew his Face into a form of Ter-
ror, and think he locks Majcftical, when he
has a little fneaking Phiz, or fweec when he's
really fowr and ill ratured-— but 'cwill Hill
be unnatural, and he'll lock as ill difguifed as
the Afs in the Lyons-skin, when his long Ears
ftuck out and betray’d him. And hence we
may remark that chief difference in what we
call a good Air, fometimes we fee a Face with
Lines of Majefiy in't, that likeC<e/«r*s or Cu-
flavus Adolphtu dazles all that beholds it, and
iIs fo Jharp and piercing, that’tis almoft infup-
portable: At othertimes we meet with fuch an
incomparable fweetnefs ( moftly refiding in
the Mouth and Eyes, tho' the 'whole turn of
the Face contributes fomething to'c) that it
charms all that fee it, and thofe who have it,
we rather call pretty than beautiful, fince ’'tis
often found where there’s hardly onegood feature:
Now *tis a rareVippintls indeed to fee a Face at once both
Sweet and Majeftical, tho' when dlfcover'd they Con-
guer the World — What then muft they do when the
Owners of 'em have the advar,ragesof a good, Mein, good
features, \Y*Propenioo, and a e Cropkxbn? Ifweare
askc what Proportion thefe leveral Excellencies bear one
towards anot@ir,__we fhoB'd thus give our Judgment —
Complexion thAeii{, for that foonen/jrfei, Foo/i often have
it, *tisasoften mtNeural, and we are sot whichis
keff. Wc rank™ MW Kranrgj in the next pbee, with which
maybe reckon'd Trifcnion, fince if general, can‘'t be
without the other. Fetter than both appears sigoodMein,
as it lafts longer, and recommends more, dfpecially in a
junn, where the fice is no great Matter : Heft of all a
gooi Air, becaufe whengood Mein and Complexion fails,
when there is fome times little that we can like either in
Feature or Propoftidrt , thu always laftS, and nothing

but Eeiihf we had almoft laid hardly that it fclf, fiaii
alter or deftroy



Qucft. 2. Jf tfMi», &c. what's the Sin} &c. The La-
dy who Tent it knows the reft of the Qucftion.

Afijw Noneat all that we know of, unlcfs it be a Sin
againft deietcy. To illuftratc it by a familiar Inftance:
When a Man is at his own Table, after Grj«is faid, im-
mediately to fall to, without -ever fitting down, or «n-
folding his Hsfk}«, isno Sin* but 'tis either a fign he is
very rude nrextreara Jharp fet, that he can't perfwacte colon
to ftay one minute longer till the ufual Formslities arc over.

Queft. 5. if i GtnUeTvonVtroho is at/ears cf £>ifoeti-
fiff, has been educated at a great d-fiance froin her ~dati-
onSf Ttho always left her to her own management -~After an
Honourable Courjhip maede™ and an equal X"mr expreffd
and confirm'd by Vows: IVheiher /ike Rules of Duty
ter from the Engagement folemnly eontraSed ?

Aofw. The meaning of the C~eftion | fuppofe is :
Whether in the cafe thus Sated a Parents difallowing fuch
Vows or Contradst does really annul'emor not. The Rca-
fon of the difficulty is from that in the icth. of Numbers,
the 3, 4, and < \erfes. if a Woman vow a vow unto the
Lord in her Fathers 'Hjufe in her Toutk, and bir Father hear
the vow, and (hall hold his peace at htr , her vows jhall
ftand : But if her Father difallow her in the day that he hear™
etb, nctiwyof her Vowsfljall ftand- W h ic h Inflitwiin
Is plainly grounded on a Law of Nature, viz That Chil-
dren before they aie at Tears of £>ifereuon, are to be dif-
pofed of by Parents. But in this cafe, if it be fairly
ftatecl, there is hardly one of ihofe Crcumftancts and
Limitations, which are with infinite Wifdom inferted
in the Text, which jnay give a Parent fucha power over
her Child. 'Tis there faid if a Wominvow avow 10 the
Lord. The prcftnc cafe fuppofes a ContraB with man,
and tho' God dlIfpoies of his own right,"iz does not ap.
pear that he does To of anothers. The next circum-
tiance is, if this Vowbe made wliile ihc‘s in her Fathers
Houfe, whicli#fuppofcs two things, that %e*s provided
for by her Father , and dirpofed of by him in all her
Anions. The firft of thefe in the prefent Cafe is left
doubtful, the fecond laid in the Negative, the Lady being
Educated at a diftanee, and left to her own manag ment.
The iaft remarkable diff-rcnce is, thatthe Textiuppo-
fes this Vow made by the Woman in her Toutb, which
may without ftraining be interpreted before (he come to
Tears of Diferetion, or the time when the Law makes her
of Age, whereas the Qucftion affirms the Lady other-
wife. Now there being fo many remarkable Differen-
ces between the Text and the Cafe propolcd, and there
being no other p'ace ia the Bible which affeffe it, we
can by no means from thence prove the power of the Pa-
rent to difannal any fuch Vow, tlie contrary being ra-
ther infinuated by the Exceptions made, every one of
which come up fully to the Czfc in hand.

Queft. 4. it be lawful to kok with pleafwe on
another woman than ones Wife when Married, or others be-
flies her we intend to meke fo before ?

Anfw. ‘Tis dangerous, the Eye being the Surnhg-glafs

Love, and looking, liking, dciiting, attemptir”®, aqd
criminally obtaining, oftentimes or always follow one
another. But were it pofliblc to ftop at liking, which
Is the Jaft ftep that can be made fliort of a precipice, we
can‘t affirm that in' its own Nature unlawful. For
whatever is fair and proporti(>nable, muft ot neceffity
ftrike the Eye with more p'cafure than what's deform-
ed and horrid.

Queft. Why are Children oftner like tbs Father than the
Mother ?

Anfw. The Similitude is perhaps very often owing to
the Golid wornm who arc prefent at the Qojfping’, but
fuppofing for once the Truthof matter of FaQ, it may eafi-
ly enough be accounted for: becaufc ‘tis the Imaginati-
onof the Mother, not the Father, which fcrms the Child :
And (he having the Idea of- the Fatlicrs Face, not her
own in‘her mind, that of the Cbiii may be form'd ac-
cordingly like kirn, not her.

Qyeft. 6. Whether it be proper for Womren to be Learn-
ed ?

Anfw. All grant tliat they may havelbme Learning, but

diftinguiffi

mans: Butthofe who have no more wit than this tomes
to. will be in danger of difingulfing yet further, or
clfe not at all. Others think that they may pardona-
bly enough read, but by no means be tiufted with wri-
ting”™ and others again, that they ought neither to write
nor read. A Degree yet higher, are thofe who would
have 'em read Plays, Novels, and Prances, with per-
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haps 2 little Hiftoryi but byaRmean” are for termina-
ting their Studies there, and not letting *cm meddle
with the Edge-tools of Philofopby, for thefe wife Reafons,
becaufe forlwth it takes 'em off from their Domeftick
Affairs, and bccaufe it generally fiils 'em too full of
themfehes, and makes'em apt to defpife otters. For the
firft, it’s true enough, that for the generabey"of Wo-
nten it holds, who being obliged cither to grttheir
ingsh'j fome hidiiftrious or ftiJc cloic to Dome-
ftick Affairs, fuppofing her of an ordinary Fwii),
can neither have time nor means to acquire fich earr-
ing, or preferve it when it is once gotten ; But this re-
lates not to thofe whole Births and Fortunes exempt 'cm
from fuch circumftances.* For Learning's make‘em con-
ceited, andfull of themfclves, * tis a weakncrscommon to
our own Sex as well as theirs: Tliere's few Men who hav«
JVir,Scnce,or Learning,but they know often they arc
fo prudenr to conceal futh their Knowlrdge from the
World. On the whole, fince they have as nsbie fouls as /i,
a finer Genii..s, ana generally quicker Apprenenfions,
we fee no R*cafin why Women (hou*d not be learned
now, as well as Madam Jkdips, Van Schurman, and
others have formerly been: for if we have feen one
Lady gone mad with Learning, we mean a late Famous
Coimtcls, there are a hundred Men cou’'d be named,
whom the fame Caule has rendredfitfor ifed/aw.

Queft. 7. why is it fuppojed by fme, that Women have
noSouls P

Anfw. They area parcel of for their pains; if
any be fofooliifh iodbarbaroKs to make fuch a fuppofnion:
And the Reafofi why they think Women have no Souls,
is becaufe they have nore ihenfeh-es.

Qiicft. 8. Whether an Army of Women would not con-
quer an Army of Men ?

Anfw. That's much according to the Weapon they
fight with. Their Fyfj are dangerous, their Tongues ve-
ry formidable, and he muft be a bold man that dares
encounter ‘em at their own Weapons. £futasfor their
Hands, there's no great Reafon to fear .‘em, unlc(% when
they come to be link'd in Matrimony,

Queft. 9. what is Platonick Love ?

Anfrv  Nothing at all, unlefs it he Friendlhip, and of
that fee a former Anfwer. .

Queft. 10. Why are Common Woren ftUom or  never
jvith Child ?

Anfw. Why does not the Grafs grow in the path way?

Il1. whether a Rook ever eats Cavzicn ?

Anfw The Gentleman who formerly propofed this
OMiftion, has lately fent us a tetter, wherein he appears
fo extreamly angry, that we dare not meddle with him,
and therefore muft defire him to take his Query back
again, lince we are refolv'd wee'll never isr/iwr «.

Queft. 12. A, B. being a Feme Covert, and fervei
with a Procefs of Subpeena, ifuedout of Cuamery,baselydire-
Sed to htr felf : Querc, fVhther fie is obliged to appear,
and anfwer the Plaintifs BiB ; and in cafefe does not, what
Remedy cm the Plaintiff have againft her Hmband. Being
abroad, | dtjire a Solution cf this in yptr next Paper, that
fe may know what to do, the poverty of the Woman {fe be-
ing not able tofee Councilfor Advicel creates upon this Trouble ?

~n/ro.. Were it at GMOIGB Law, undoubtedly Ibe were
not, but the chancerybeing a Com of Equity, and confe-
gucntly unlimited, and not obliged to obferve thofis me-
thods that Infcriour Courts muft, in cafe of non ap-
pearance, great inconvenience will neceflariiy enfue, tho'
otherwife, if Cupon notice taken of the contempt) an
attachment Oiould be awarded, yet upon motion by
Council regularly made, the party pretendedly delin-
quent would be difeharged.

abbertiTmicnt
Hcreas the Queftions we receive from the
Fair Sex are Doth preffing and numerous, we
beingwilling to oblige ‘cm, as knowing they have avc-
ly ffrong party in the World, refolve to fet apart the
ffrft Tuefday in every mcmb on purpofe to fatisfie Qtsefti-
onsof that Nature.

In a late Qneftion about annealing and painting
Glafs, CM. Mr. Winch in Breadflreet was only taken Notice
of, whenas Mr. Halfe/s Name ( who lives in Holbourn,
over againft Fetter-lane) was by fome miftake left out,
altho his Partner and Fellow Artift in thofe Admirable
Curiofities; SeeNami. 14.

We have received 13 Queftions this Week from Cam-
bridge, which will be anfwered as foon as may be.

All Perfans are defired to forbear fending in any more ~e-
ftions till we give publitk notice that we havt gotall o(fiur
bands, which will hein alittle time.

Princed for ?. Smart. i6$t.





