i3umb. 19.

The Athenian Mercury.

«TT "THat u the meamng of the prejent v -
\ / \ /  man between the Presbyterians ani In-
vV V depenrfcncs ? whether a Univer-
fal Accomniodacion amongfi Frotejiants rmy ever be ex-
peSed ?

Anfw. The Propofer of this Queftion hasbranch’d ic
into two parts , either of which require a diftind An-
fwer, which we ftull endeavour to give him as fucciiift*
ly fand yet as fully) as may be.

Forthefirft, (vit™) What is the meaning of thepre*
fchc union between the Preshj/tertans and Independentf]
let Kim take this Briefly.

'Twas the flonourable Charafter of the Primitive Chri-
filanf, that they did glory in an undiflcmbled affedion,
which the ficrccfl Storms of Perfccution couid not a-
bate 5 infomuch that thofe who wer& Enemies both to
their Perfons and Dodrin, obferv'd of them, Videte ut
hi Chrifilani mum fagrantur amore : See how thefe Cbru
f ilms love oreanother ! And certainly if Chriftian Unify
was fo comgijendaMc a Virtue, when the Church of Chrift
was (as it were} in its infancyy there is no reafon why
it Ihould be look'd upon with a Icfs favourable afped
now, when being arriv’d to a greater Maturity, aper-
fedion of Graces cannot be efteemed unneceflary to com-
pleac its luflre : Efpecially if we refled upon the ill
confequcnces that have attended at a difunion of Per-
fons adoring the fame Deity , and profefling the fame
Faith in all ages and places of the World.

All Difunion in Religious Worfhip is founded upon
a difference of Opinion, either in things Fundamental,
or things Circumnanrial \ now as 'tis highly culpable to
be circumflantial in Fundamentals, fo 'tis equally abfurd
to be fundamental in Circumftamials. VW frequently per.
ceive that pajjionitte Difputes darl™n our Keafonsy but feldom
that they enlighten our Vndetjiandings , and ’cis no fmall
ftep towards a Friendftiip, to manage a Controverfy
with Maderatmy for in all contefts of this nature, that
Pacificic Spirit which the Gofpcl requires, (founded up-
on Humility) ought to be CKcended to its utmofl La-
titude.

We find it recorded in Hiftory, as a.glorious infiance
of m Arifiippus, chat having been engag'd
in a(Quarrel with thcPhilofoplicr ~[chines, (though per-
haps imagining himfelf in the right) he came'to
for a Reconciliation ; yet adding , that being the Elder
Man, he fuppofed it the duty of the other who was hiS
inferiour, to make the firft ftep towards it. But Mjchi-
nes replied, By this | am fcnfiblc of your Superiority,
not in Years onlv, but in Wifdom y in chat when | be-
gin the Feud, Tou are the Perfon that ended it.

Thefe now Vnired Brethren, the Presbjteriansand In’
dependents, have imitated Afijiippus in making equal ad-
vances to demolifhthac partition Wall of difunion which
a long time has been the fubjeft of fo general a lamen-
tation * and this have they done not for any private
ends, r.T by refpefts, but only to analogue themfelves to
thofe bleffedSpirhs compofing the Church of Chriji above, in
whofc Hearti pe'fell love and unity are the mofi predomu
nant (ffi-/fms. To conclude then, they having be-
fore -dfFered chiefly in point of Ecclcfiaftical Go-
vernment and Congregational Worfhip , their Aims
anil Intentions are now fif we may believe their own
Word*,) t) be Debtors to each others in nothing but
Love.

No'.« for the fecond Queflion, Whether a untverfal ac-
eommodation Pfortftams may ever be expefted,
we flunk n”c fo .-.irhfly flared by the liuerif, asif he
had ask’'d whechcr ir miglir everie However be-
ing a more corrpri' cnffvc Chueflion than .the other, it
wiil require afuita 'e Anfwecr; in giving which, we
hope, prolixity will lot be lock’d upon as burden-
fcm.

, V/c fupporc (withoi:-tlieccnfurc of pNTing a ralh un-
dcliberafc judgment, | bmitniig to thofe’ whoa:c en-
dued with heuer under: ardings) vc may rcfolvc it in
the afirmatiie, that it 1 'V I)c not only expefted, but
efibfied , if Providence < p'tafcs, erpecjally free the
trmitof our ACcrcioo is . iioborated with fuch acloud
of Wicnclfcs.

Qncft.i.'

To anfwcr this, we fhall therefore lay down diverfe
Poficioifs , illuflrating and clearing the matter in qur-
flion, to which many eminent Divines and others of the
Churchof England, CMen no Icfs enjincnc for the Piety
of tlu.ir Converfations, than remarkable for the grcac-
nefs of their Learning.”™ have given their Suffrages, as
we fhall prove oui”of their own IPritings | and then as a
Corrolary fubjoyn the feafability of it by way of Inference
from the Premjfes.

T o begin then and demonftrafe, that 'tis agreat a-
batemenc of our Rancour, apd no fmall fep towards an
accommodation, when we believe our Adverfaries to beGods
Friends j we Ihall borrow the words of Reverend Dr.
Cave, (whora the Lives of the Primitive Fathers have
rendered fo illuftrious) in his Gofpel Preach’d, p. 9S.
Many of the Presbyterian Perfwafion, (fays He,) are not on+
ly found and orthodox in the main Articles of the Reformed
Religion, but learned and able Defenders  it, s"ealous pro-
teflers againfi all the horrid wickednefs of thk day (fpeak-
ing of the ~otb of Jan.") andallive Injlruments in bringing
home our BanifPd King.

Wec fhall from the t~rds of Learned Dr. Sherlxk,,
fhew you, chat though'tis the property'and praftice of
Papifls to exclude thofe from Heaven who are not Mem-
bers of their Coihmunion, yet Proteftancs allow fuch e-
gually capable of Salvation with themfelves, if right in
the main, though they do not comply with their fuper-
added modes of Worlhip. Dr. Sherlock in Ret. Affem.
p. 96. Others (fays he) are fcandaliged at the greatva-.
rtety of Religions'y but if wifey feeing there is fomuchdif-
pute which k the true I&iigion, they would ufe the greater di-
ligence and honejiy tofnd it out, and hope that God would
pardoti- thofe mifiokes which are meerly the erreirs of their
VnderfandingSy when they offer Mto him aplow and devout
Soul

Dr. Wal”™ lets us know, that 'tis the generally received
Opinion of the moderate Conformifts, Chat mofl others,
though branch’'d into fevcral Sefts, and difagrccing in
Circumflancials, are yet united in Fandamentals. Dr.
IPai"e’s Sermon on Rom. p. i5, 17. OurDif-
ferences do not at aUconcern the foundations either of Faith
or Worffnp, and are therefore fuch in which good Men i f they
be otherwife diligent and fincere in their Enquiry, may
differ without any prejudice to themfelves, or anyjuji re-
JleSiioh upon the truth of tblir cofnmon Profeffm.

W fhall foew you from the words of Bilhop Pierfep,
that though wc differ in lefs momentous things, we are
united in one common fummary of our Faith (
in that wc call the Apoflics Creed) comprehending all
the truths neceflary for Salvatioi?- Bif>op Pierfon in
Pref. to Eipof. of Apoftles Creed. The Creed Cfaith he,]
without Controverfy , is a brief ctmprehenfion of the objeSt
of our Chriftian Faith, Sec. ,

Will ye yetadmit of the Suffrage and Teftimony of an-
other Prelate i[if the former be infnfficicnt,) and that
is Bifhop Andrews, from whofe words we fhall make it
obvious ro every common Underflanding , that moft of
our Quarrels have been founded upon things indifferent,
and chat fcarce any ofthe fober Conformifls ever alTum'd
the liberty to cenfure their Diflencing Brethren, for af-
ferting Heretical and Damnable Poficions. Biffsop Andr.
Cited in Append, to the qd- p. of Friendly Deb. Let but
objhnacy and perverfenefs' be wanting, it will be not Herefy;
andif it be Herefy, being about apoint not of Faith, but of @
Difpute, whether Epifeopacy be a diftinU order from Presby-
tery , it will not be amongfl thofe things that St, Peter caSs
Damnable’ Herefte.

The Reverend Prelate of Armagh, Holy Vfher, does
almoft in terminis deliver it as his Opinion, that the
Doors of the publick Affemblics ought not to be fh'ut a-
gainft fuch whofe CMffrcc is only to be guilty of Icffcrer-
*rors; And his moderation was none of the leaft of his
Verrues. In hk Dvellions concerning Liturgies and Epif-
copal Government, he preferibes, that none might be excom-
municated but by ike Biffop himfelf, with the confent of the
Pallor in whofe Parift) the Delinquent dwells , and thatfor
beinoM and fcandaloHS crimes, joined with obftinacy and
wilful contempt. Idem in lib. 7. Body of Divinity.

The



The celebrated Maf\cr of Trinity Collcdge, that Pro-
digy of Learning and Ingenuity, Dr. Barrow™ acquaints
us, chat as it is our privilcdge to be united under one
Head, fo it is our Duty to unite our fclves to one ano-
ther i in hit Sermns on the r.pi(He™ to the Roaians,
p. 2gi,2}2. Purfue Peace with ally without any exception,
with Men of' all NathnSy jews and Greeks and Barbarians
of ad Sells andReHiions, Perfecting Jews, and Idolamm
Heathens {at at thattime) Men of ad Judgments and Per-
fwafions, neither it there any evading our Obligation to this
duty, by pretendini ofothers, that they entertain Opinionser-
roneous, and contrary to surs, and that they adhere to Sells,

and Parties which we dijlike and dijavow; that they.are nof.

fo VtrtuoMi, fo Ketigiouf , fo Holy as they fhould be, or at
leaji notina manner at we would have them.

The Author of the whole Duty of Man, whofe Mo-
defty in concealing his Name, is not inferior to his other
excellencies, aflurcs us, that mutual forbearances of one
another in Love, is ncccflary amongft Chriftians. The
leffer differences (faith he,) in Opinion maybe born with an
both fidesy and mufimt in the leaji abate our Brotherlf Chari,
ty to each other.K\n” Charles the Firft, inhis Eikon Safilike,
has this Expreffionnpon calling the Scots, and their com-
ing in i Surely in matters of Religion, thofe truths gain moj}
on Mens Judgments and Confetences, which are leaji urg'd
with fecular violence, which weakens truth with prejudices \
idem upon the Covenant, E]ac. t. Sotbing violent or inju-
rioHS can be Religiaiu 1, which plainly intimates, that as
'twas never the Method ufed by the Primitive Chri-
ftians ( whofe Weapons, were Preces Lacrima)
in former Ages, to convince' their gain-fayers by rugged
Methods, fo neither ought it to be the praftice of the
moderate ones. Twas a celebrated txprelfion of Judge
Milton,, at a Charge (which our felves heard) chat
Moderation has made mdny a Chri®an, but Severity
never made any. And ’tis the Exprcffion of Bifliop Tay-
lor in his Advice to hit Clergy, p. 25, Vfe no Violence to any
Man, to bring him to ymr Opinion, but by the Word of your
Minifiry, &c.

From that great good Man Ju”~c Hale, we may
learn that even where their ConfelTions of Faith have
differd , they have entertain’d Peaceable Sentiments
for each other, in hit Difc. of Rel. p. 11. The wife and
fiber fort of Coiformifts, (fays he,) “~now and profefs
tbit, that a Man may be a good and excellent Chrijiian, un-
der tbit Epifcopal, or any other form of Church Govern-
ment.

And that their defire has been Peace and Unity, may
be eafily inferr'd from thefe pathetical Words of that
pious Man, Bithop Hall, in hk Works, P- 42& (fays
he) let me beg Peace atfor Life, fee. ana though our Brains
be different, let our Heart be ore.

And now to conclude i we fhall flicw you that their
prallice hii been conformable to thefe (above, recited)
Opinions, from that celebrated Example of Ridley and
Hooper, which you meet in Fax’s Alls and Monuments, p.
121. New Edition. Thefe two Eminent Lights of the
Church having before had foroe difagreement aboot the
Ceremonial Wor/lip, that was then ftrenuoufly aOerted by
fomc, when it picafed God that for the Truths fake) they
were both cartinto Bonds in Prifon,they prefentiv xnifed
in the Bonds of Peacei as is erident from thefe words
of Ridley, But now my dear Brother, forafmucb as | under-
fund byyour Work/, which I have butfuperfciallyfeen, that
we throughly agree, and wholly confent together in thofe things
which are the grounds and fubfiantial points of our Religion,
againjl the which the Worldfo fufmfy ragethin thefe our
days-, howfoeverin times pajl, by certain by-matters and
circumjiances ofReligion, youWifdom and my Simplicity (I
grant) hatha little jarred, each of ui foSowtng the abun-
dance of hk own Senfe and Judgment: Now | fay, heyou
affured, that even with mywhole Heart {God k my Witnejs)
in the Bowels of Chrijl, | love youin the truth, and for
the truths fakf which abidetb in us, and as J am per-

9 fwaded, fhad by the Grace of God abidein w for ever

more, See. Farewell, N. Ridley.

We ftiall tire your Patience but with one Injtance more,
and that is of Bifhop Greenbam, who being ask’'d by the
LordTreafurcr Ce«/-whatit was chat occafion’d the divi-
(ions ofrhat Age ¢ Tnefault (fays he)k on bothftdes”nd on
neither fide , for the Godly-wife on both fides bear with
‘each other, and concur in the mainj but there are fome
felpjh . pcevifb Spirits onboth fdei, and thefe make the

Quarrel. ] o
To bebrief then, do we wilh that which is (or ought
to be) the dtfirc and endeavours of all good Men, to

fee the Prot'ftant Religion jiounjhas in Truth and Peace, fo

in Unity ? then let us enJeavourto efi*blifti an amneffie or
AH if oblivion in every one of our Breafts, totally ebii-
literacing whatever general Injuries or perfon.i! -ftronts*
have been given or received on either fide ; which is
the rcadicft, {if not the only way) to cflefl. fo glorious a
work as an untverfal Accommodation.

And now to put a period to the matter, and fo fulfil
our promife, Have we the wordof a King on our i'df, the
fuffragesoi an Arch bifhop, and fevcral other Prclaces,
and this alfo confimi'd by the concurrent Notes of a
lord Chief JulVce, and divers eminent Divines we may
certainly be allowed to aver, that an univerfal agree-
ment among Proieftants is very pofftble if not equally pro-
bable, which we lay down not dogmatically, rcftrving
to our felves aliberty of rctraSing this opinion v-hen-
cver we fhall fee rcafon to conform to a better 5 nam
non erit pudor ad meliora tranfire.

Oueft. 2. Whether is there fuefo a thing m a Pccri-
faftion of Wood, ~e. and howi s it effelled

A'lfw. Inftancesare, «— Kornman {de Mtr.Mort.) fays
he faw i Body .of a Man in the River , near 7>"Kr,
that v/is petrifiedTitus Celfm a Patrician of Rome , af-
firms, that he hath alfo feen thi? Body. There are found
upon the Sands of that River, petrified Almonds, Fenel
Seeds, and Anntfe, with ocher things = the Naturalifis
thereabout give this Rcafon*, The River anfes from cold
Sulphureous Veins, derived from Subterranean Mettals, and
therefore by a kind of Natural Virtue, it confolidates and
agglutinates all kind of Bodies, as Stick/, Leaves, &c. and
pafTing over Solid Bodies, it by degrees, wraps them about
with a Stony Bark, — Schenk, Obf lib. 4. Says a Woman
of Sens in Burgundy, went 28 Tears, with a dead Child in
her Womb * at lad dying her fcif, fhc was opened, and
in her Belly , there was found a Sfone, having all the
Limbrand exaH proportions of a Childoi n'me Months old >
The FASMWHS gave this rcafon for its petrifaHion; the
/limy matter of a Childs Body retains a natural aptitude for
confolidation, when it meets with an extraordinary Awf of
the Matrix. Wc have Inftances enough in our own Coun-
try of by Cold Water, ai in Torkfhire, Derby-
floire, &c. which no doubt have the Quality of the forc-
mentioned River Anien, and the fame rcafon for Petri-
faffhn.

Queft. 5. Whether Babel's Builders had attained their de-
fired ends, if their Languages had not been Confounded ;
feeing it is written, now nothing will be redrained from
them which they have Imagined to do?

Anfw. 'Tis impoffiblc a TDBer fhould be built up to
Heaven, if by Heaven is meant the Cxtum SteHatum, or
Firmament, bccaufe the Air would be too much rarifiedand
thin for refpiration, and confcqoently to live in. But up-
on a fuppofition, that the Air would be as proper and
natural to breath in fome Thonfand Miles high, as upon
Teneriffe, whofe perpendicular is Seven Miles in heighth,
yet the Builders mud Dye,and then the Work mud.dand
'iHIl, it coming in time to be above an Ages Travail i and
therefore whoever went on purpofe to carry on the
Work, would dye by the way, or be too old for the
Work when he came there. The meaning of thofe-words.
Now notijing wilU be retrained from them which they have
imagined to do, feems to import thus much , that the
wi~dnefs of that Age was arrived to that degree, that
the law of Nature was too mucli .effaced to give any
Check to the Exorbitancy of their Imagination } but that
they would pufh on without any Concroul, whatever the
Devil or their own Devices could fu~eji. Not that they
had power to accompli/}}, but a precipitate readinefs to un-
dertake any thing that was not vertuous.

Qued. 4. viby are Springs foundat the top ofthe highcA
Mountains ? » 1

Anfw. That the World is round, tho fomething irregular
bv reafoB of Mountains, Plains and Valleys, is granted on
all hands j as alfo, that the Earth and Water makes this
Rotundity, or round Globe, whofe Center is )ud in fhe
middle of itfclf. But now according to that Maxim of
Hydtanlick., Water cannot afeend higher than the place of its
Original ¢, fo that we niud find- fome other Original than
the Sea. Virtuofo’s grant, that in a tranfmutation of E-
lements, ten Mtafures of Air will produce one of Wacert
Now all Vacuities in the Earth, are (upplied by Air,
and Mountains have more thm Plains, being notfo much
compred on every fide tvhcrcforc this Air fiagnates
for want of Motion, and .by the Coldnefs of the Earth,
condenfes into Water , and fupplies or gives Life to
the Springs in thofe Mwntanom Places , and that with-
out any Subterraneous Paffages thither.
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