
JiStimb. 20.

The Athenian Mercury.
^ c ft .  I. T JTOip comer it to pafs  ̂ that Clouds

r " " l  compofed of Rain, and much heavier than 
j»- J .  the Air, do not fall to the Earth ^

Anftf. They do , when they come to be fo conrfewV, 
that the Air cm bear ’em up no longcr:But naturally they 
are but a little thicker Air than Ordinary  ̂ and Exhal’d by 
the Heat, which an agitation of Winds can cahJy buoy 
up, fo long as they meet not with more Exhalations, 
which juftiing together with their own force, arc Con- 
tralied and Condens’d as before.

Queli2.Ff^»rtr will the General Conflagration of the World 
produce f

Anfw. The Extent oiKatural Fire terminates in vitri- 
jfeation̂ i% Chymifts or Spagerick, Arttjh have experienced 
io all ferrew Bodies'y. hat what this will produce, we 
«ann’ceafily determine, unlcfs we know o f what Nature 
the laft Fire will be.

Queft. 9. Whether Nature produces fycb a Qaadrupede as 
zttVmcornl

Anfw. Yes, o f feveral Species ; Philojiratttt in the Life 
c f Apolloniwy fpeaks of an Afs in the Fens of Colchk, ha­
ving one ftngle Horn io his Forehead. Pliny fays, *cis like 

I an Horfe, and to be found in the Vefarts of /Bthhpia.
■ Garfits ab HortOy fays, ’tis an amphibious Animal, bred on

Land near the Ca^ of Good Hope. Marcus Sherer, that 
there are whole/ferrfr in the Arabian Defarts. Paulus 
Venetus, that there are of ’em in the Kingdom o f Bofman 
almofl as big as Elephants ; with feveral others coo te- 

• dious to repeat: but by the Charafter o f their Sbapesy 
1 can read o f none like what is painted in our Churches 
thofe mentioned by Pliny \n J t̂hiopiay are the nearefl to 
it, only a fhorter Neck̂  and Mane.

^  Why Copper yeilds a better price than Brafs, 
Brafs being made t f  Copper with much Labour <tnd 
Art ?

AnfCepper'Kfittfr to mix with more Mettals thanBra/), 
and more durable \ now a little .Mixture o f Copper{ with 
a great allay of other cheap Ingredients, will make a 
great (^ n ttty  of Brafs, which for that rcafon may be 
afforded Cheaper.

9 pefl. 5. Whether the Departed have ant Knowicdg of,flr 
fver concern themfelves with the affairs of their Friends in 
this Life ?

Anfw, The Platonijls have made many bold Affertions, 
both coDceming the State of the Soul before it came into 
the Body, as alfo after i but their Reafons arc as flrangc 
as their Affertions. What Prtvtledges fome Souls may 
enjoy in their fiparate ftate above others, is yet a Kiddle^ 
but there are fome Inftances of this Nature unaccountable. 
T o  mention one,  Cafar Barontm in his Annals, mentions 
an entire Friendffip, betwixt one Michael MercatuSy and 
MMtftliuT Ficinus, and this FriendflAp was the flrooger be­
twixt them , by rcafon of a mutual Agreement in their 
Studies, and an addiSfednefs to the DoSrins of Plate, It 
ftll out, that thefc Two difcourfing togerlier fas they 
•fed ) of the State of Man after Death, according to Plato’s 
Opinions (there is extant a Learned Epiftlc o f  MarfiliuSy 
to Michael Mercatus upon the fame fubjeft,) but when 
their Difputaim and Difeourfe was drawn out fomechiiig 
long, they fhat it up with this firm agreementy that which- 
foever o f them two fliould firft depart eut of this life, 
(if it might be) ftiould afeertain the Survivor of the State 
of the other lifcy and whether the Soul be/mmorw/or not:

, this Agrecmencbeingmadc and mutually fworn unco, they 
departed. In a fhorc tim e, it fell out, that while Mi. 
cbael Mercatusy\vs3s one Morning early at his Study, upon 
tile fudden he lieafd the noife of an Horfe upon the Gal. 
lopy and then flopping at his Doof, withal hc heard the 
Voice of Marfilius bit Friend, crying to hifn, Oh Michael, 
Ob Michael, thofe things are true , they are true j Michael 
wondring to hear his Friends Voice, rofe up, andopen- 
ina the Cafement, he faw the backfide of him whom hc 
had heard in White, and Galloping away upon a White 
Horfe ; he called after him, Marfilius, MarfiUuSy and fol­
lowed him with his Eye, but hefoon vanifh’d oat of fight.
He amazed at this extraordinary accident, very folid- 
tpufly enquired if  any thing had happened to Marfilius, 
who then lived at Florence, where he had breach’d his 

.Uft \ aud he found upon ftrifk «nquiry, that hc died at

that very’ time wherein he was thus heard and feen by 
•mm. This with fome ocher credible Inftances, which 
M et occurrfdy argue , that cither fome departed Souls 
Iwvc particular Commijfms , in this Cafe, of chat all of 
tlicm have a Cngnifar.ee o f our Affairs, agreeable to the 
I arable of Dives and Lazarus, and that o f the Angels in 
Heaven, rcjoycing at the Converlion of a Sinner And 
It mufl be a criKli, i f  Departed SouU and Angejs come 
under the fame predicament as to clieir £(ienfc 1 and I 
don c yet know in what they differ.

, (facd. 6 . 'metber every thing rA<ir nouri/hes Animal 
ought to have life ? *

Anfw. As there arc two ChlTes or Ranks in living Na­
ture, vi^. Animal and Vegetative \ fo ordinarily there 
■ re two diflinft Nutritions; The Vegetative is fed by 
the Juice of the Earth, and the Animal by the Vegeta­
tive. But yet I can’t fee but there are bcfidcs chefe. 
fome extraordinary forts of Nutritionsy or at kafl whac 
is equivalent unto i t , as Heat, Sleep, Fire, Water, &c 
Nay , ’ tis reported in the Siege o f Sancerre, that they 
did eat Bread made of S/;jfeiall which things can be ve­
ry hardly rank’d amongfl thofe that have L ife , and yec 
mufl be granted to be Nutritions. ^

Queft. 7. ivhicb if .the bejl Seft of Philofophefs ?
Anfw. Our allotted limits won’t fuffer us to be parti­

cular in Recitals, and Coraparifon of one with another 
whofe very Names would more than fill up our little 
room: We are of Jofephus his Opinion, that the antientejl 
and belt Pbtiofaphy, and from which the Great Plato and 
Pythagoras horrovted theirs, was due of the Hebrews ciU 
led Cabbala, which they divided into Names (o r Sebe. 
motj and things (Sepbirotb.) Jofephus argues thus ail o- 
thet Pbtlofophers have had their Sells, but this always 
renuin'd the fame, and would lofc its Name, i f  it were 
not tranfmitted from Father to Son io its Integrity, Yec 
in Commending the- Jewifli Cabbala in general terms we 
defpife not what is good in the reft. The Moral o f\hc 
Induftrious Bee is applicable in this Cafe, vi^. Cull what 
we find befti That of the Stoicks is a Majeftical Phihfophy ;  
that of Ariftotle, Honourable j chat of the Sceptickt, Eafie i 
and that of the Academicks, Safe.

(^efl. 8. Whence comes the word Cuckoldry, and 
whether k  It in all Cafes fo Infamous as is generally efieem.

Anfw. PqlTibly it may come from the vrord Cuckow. 
which Bird never Hatches for herfelf, but having fuck’d 
the Eggs o f another Birds Neff, flic lays one o f her own, 
which the mtffaken Bird Hatches and Feeds, not knowing 
but’tis her own. But as to the Infamy oi Cuckoldry f  

ftrangely abufed, by having fuch fcorn. 
fu l abjelt Sentiments of. the Injured's Cafe God nor Na  ̂
tureercT required Impofibilities from us 5 a vicious AHkn 
ought,to be only imputed to t h e a n d  fo ought 
the fhame and difhonwr which follows it j  i f  we e x A ft  
fuch Sentences as we give now, at the Day of Judgment 
we flial! be deceived j he only that coofents and is Pimp 
to his own Cuckoldry, is really Infamous and Bale But 
bclides, ’ tis not chat Diflmour as is ufually thought, be- 
caufc not fo efleemed uhivcrfally. It has been the cu- 
ftom o f fome Nations, to let their Prince lie with their 
Wives on the Marriage Night, and was fo io fome parts 
o f this Kingdom not many Ages fincc. The Romans 

. were Honourable, and yet Pompey,Cafar, Auguffus,Lucul. 
lus Catoy and others, had this fate , but not its Inform 
and. Scandal, '

<^icft 9. Who are the moft happy in tbU World, Wife Men 
or Fools i

Anfw. Much may be faid of cither, but the manner 
very umcrent: I f  the Fool be the happier, the World’s 
a very defirablc place, there being fuch a great tribe of 
happy Men in’t. Parties concern’d, were never thought 
hc Judges i but here’s a new prcfidcnc, a Cafe where c- 
very one. ^ u fth e  both Judge and Party, not only o f the 
way o f arguing, but of the m.uter argued. However i f  
poffible, we will lay down a Rule of juffice j that flare of 
the Cafe vihich neither Wife nor Fool can confute, mufl 
certainly be the truth: therefore fuppoTing all for once to 
cake the Pools part to anfwer this.— The Supream Bcirg 
ii  elfential Happinefi j  thofe therefore that aft the Jikcit
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to him, are confequrntly happitft. There’s but one rr̂ fcr 
iine, and * injinite crooWd onet \ one Wifdom̂  but VoUies in- 
nnmsrnble y one real Ooodnefr, but diverCe appearances o( 
i t i  and but.ouc ft#  every thing, and to judacof
evtry thing*, to wit, Reafon or Vnierfiandln*: Here h 
only i\\e^.Padox, the Fools happinefs confifts in a/’ri- 
crftion of Grief, and the happinefs of a Wife Man, in the

(^ueft. ig. do Scotch-men hate S w in e s  F le fh  ? 
A r jw .  N ations eat by C a(io m , and for N a tu ra l a n d  t h i t  

C au fesy T a rta rs  eit Horfe F U ft}, the A rab ia n fp C a m ets \ \n 
(ome parts of A m e ric a  they eat Serpenfj B#c as to the 

■ Scotch not eating S w in e s  F le fh y  ’tis fuppofed 'this rca- 
fon, Scotland  as Hiftory informs us, has had as many 
] e w s  in it, as any place in Europe', and therefore the

toM m  of Gooly which being a little confidtr’d, the re- Scotch might probably borrow that Cufiom of them who 
fultofih isncxtquem onw iIlaiifvvcrthef;rft,w ^W hc. under the Law were forbidden eating as
thcr would be more Miferable, a If'ife man that wanted 
hU Good, or the Fool that had a fenfe of his Grief I In 

'thisrewrj^e the Wife man wo.uld be more miferaOleybecaufe 
he that rvants his Happinefs, wants: every thing } but he 
that has a fenfe of Grief, may have a Jinfe 0} Happinefs.
Now this reve^/f making a Wife man miferable, the Di- 
reff for contrary to the reverfe) muft necelfarily make fcnfibly attcaed, tjian a Cold Hand put mro Cold Water : 
him happy *, viz. his pojfefm of Good, is preferable to But that Springs arc hotter in Winter than oibe> Waters, is 
the Fooh privation r f  Grief. . evident, and the Reafon js, other Waters are expof d to
■ Qucfl ic  Whether Otigen was to be'cenfur'd or praifed the CoW and o p e n i  but running through the
for his voluntary Cajiration ? Bowels o f the Earth , (ofrentimes very deep,^ are pre-

Anfw. The Learned make Three forts of Eunuchs, ferved froitf the power of Cdd. Hence id s ', that, in 
the Natural, the Faaitious, and the Voluntary } agreea^ the Winter, Flfh.bctakc thcmfelvcs to the Deepeft Wa-

unclean.
14. Whj Spring-Water, is.Hot in Winter, and Cold 

in Summer t
Anfw. ’Tis a vulgar error, grounded upon a want of 

confiderr.tion of the Change of our BoJits, according 
to .die Seafon v a Hot Hand put into C«/d Water, U mote

ble to our Saviours Divifion in the Gofpel, chat fome 
are born fo, fome made fo by Men, '‘and others make themfelves 
fo for the Kingdom of Heax'en ; o f this laft fort v?as On- 
gen, who’as the Fathers fay,  being troubled with St. 
Paur% Thorn in the Flefh, and confidcriug the cafe of 
Candace the Ethiopian Eunuch, the firft Gentile called to 
the light of the G ofpel, and for other rcafons dealt fo 
fcvercly with himfelf. He did very ill, if we confider 
the phyfical end of Nature, the Sixth Command, and 
the lawful Rcmetfics that God had prcfcribed for /neon- 
tinency 5 but i f  we confider his great Courage and lea l,

ters, where mey arc farthefti and confequently freeft 
from the extremity of Cold. , •

Ĉ ueft. 15 . Why is Sound, behg no fubfiance, but only 
patible Quality, conveyed by the Wind

Anfw. A Sound may be heard under Water, but much 
more dull and weak than in the Air 5 now yVarcr muft 
be the Vehicle o f Conveyance here, and not Wind, for there 
is not Wind in Water , but what is im^ifon'd in round 
Bubbles, and is by forac other intervening Body denied 
its Mounting up. But if Water which is a heavy thicl  ̂
Zedy, can Convey » Sound, and Air can do the fame in

an irreconcilable hatred o f Vice, though in himfelf, and a more brisk and lively manner *, no doubt but the Ele-
what is yet more, and underftanding that PalTage lite­
rally of making himfelf an Eunuch for the Kingdom of 
Heavens fake, ( as fome have that of plucking out the 
E y e , and not myftically, as a voluntary rc-
Bouncing that Pleafure, which whatever is fcnfible , 
is fo much ipcUa’d to : Thcfe things confidered, we 
muft with St. Jerome rather admire than blame the
AQion. ^

Queft. I I .  How .can we fuppofe Jo many Bealls lived in 
rfce A rk , and upon what they lived, and to what Place 
irewt their Dung, and why did they not Devour one ano­
ther '  '

rntnt of Fire cannot want that (^ality in a manner, yee 
far more aftivc than either o f them. , But the manner of 
Conveyance is the Qaeftion, Thus then , a Sound is pro­
duced hvzColiifton or ftriking together of two Bodies, 
which firoke at the fame time makes a Comprejfion and A- , 
gitathn of the A ir ; now the Air being the Receptacle 
and Vehicle of a Sound, unlcfs the Air moves, the Sound 
cannot but the Air being compreji (as before) by the 
violence of the Stroak, it takes the Sound along with 
i c , which is not equally Audible Circularly \ but as 
the Air is driven one way more than another, the 
Sound is alfo heard farther one way chan another.

\6.l0tetber the leafl particle of matter is ittfinite* 
ly divifible f

Anfw. Yes, i f  you can iind Eyes ftrong enough always

Anfw. Apelles the Marfioniji believed the Ark, by Mo- 
fes\ Dimenfms, could not hold Four Elephants and on 
the contrary, Ce//«r believed that the Ark was a VclTel 
fo large that it could not be made -is any time, by Noah todifccrn the laft Subdmfm, and/«> «««?/.fine enough 
and h% Family. The Ark according to Scripture, con- for fuch Sub-divifions \ allo i f  both this ftrong Eye and
tamed 45000 Squ'are Cubits, divided into Three Stories fine Inflrument will laft for ever ,  for infinite Divifions,
or Floors in Height \ the height of which Rooms would and infinite tim e, for.Etcmity i f  you pleafc to call ic
admit Perches for Fowls, being 10  Cubits high. Gefner, fo^ are infeparahle. 16 Prop. 3. Eucl. Each will tell you
Fliny, and other Naturalifts, vSill have but Forty kinds fomething more of this nature, i f  you arc Mathcma- 
of Creatures, (Fifties excepted,^ that were originally cicely inclin’d.
Created, and all the reft to be Mongrel creatures, got be- Queft. 17. Who was Cain/ Wife f
twixe Two of different Species } although if  we allow Anfw. His firft Wife muft be his own Sijter, ualefs wc
12  Square Cubits to every pair of Beajlr, the Ark. would allow Freadamitifm which we cannot fubferibe to, fince 
contain 1250 pair upon one Floor. As for their Food, Eve is called the Mother of aU Living,Qet\.^.2o.atid Adam

15 .45.  Scefijey?. i.'A'awfc. 9,
H the beji Fortified Cafilp in £u.

the firfi Mqn, i Cor.
Ĉ ueft. 18. Which 

rope ?
Anfw. F.denborough perhaps, and naturally ftrongcr than 

any in thc_ whole*World. But to give a pofitivc Anfwcr,
a Ma

no doubt but he that took care for faving their/.it/e/, 
ordered Provifms for their Suliinance during the Flood, 
as alfo Conveniences in the Ark , for exonerating their 
Dung Fuller ixihh Holy. Stare, reports upon the over­
flowing o f Severn, Dogs, Foxes, Hares, Cats, Rats, , _
Mice fee. fwarn fof their Lives, and agreed together the Qucrift, muft tarry a long time, a Mans whole Ufc
while their Danger lafted, and when that was over, they being too Ijrrle to fpend in ‘the fcarch, and poflibfy
return’d to their Nature again. In New England they that which is beJi Fortified when a Man begins to tra-
take up f0 WCoi//out of the Woods, and Ihip them for yail, may b e i n  Ruins when he returns to give his
a few Leagues to tame them j fo that if'there were fuch Anfwcr. 
things as Graces, «5rc. tliac the Savage Creature's in Noah's 
Ark. could fee tlie Waters , there would be no need 
of a Miracle to keep them from Devouring one ano-

Queft. 12 . How comes a Cane 4n<f a Tobacco-pipe, to e- Lookmgglafs,v/ho(ejuperficiesadm\tsan unevennefs near the 
if Fire ? Edges, as in great Glafs where your Face, Nofe, fee. appear

donble. After this manner the Ear is alfo deceived, where 
Horfefhoe and a Stone ; nay I  have known a Man to ftrike the Sound comes through Two Bofies, I mean the Air

Queft. 19. What it the reafon that a Jlraight Stick,being 
put into the Water, it appears Crook_edP

A r jw . The reafon o f the Deceit, is a looking through 
Two E lem en ts or B o d ie s , upon one O lje l f  •, ’tis fo in a

mit Fire
Anfw. From the fame reafon as a Flint and Steel, a

Horfefhoe and a S'me ; nay I  have known a Man to ftrike - .... ...................— - ------- .r...
F ire on his Teeth with a Knife, though fome things are its proper Vehicle, and fome intervening Buildings, which 
berter prepared chan others; The Reafon for alf i s ,  meeting with the coming toward us in a rigif line,
All Bodies arc Forous, and therefore have Air in them -, diverts its Courfe. and makes it come ano^er way whcrc-
now T w o Bodies (truck together^ comp^rcfliog the out- by the Steeple H f wc arc in a ftrangc Place,) is judged 
ward Peres, the Airy Particles contained in the Pores, by us to be in fo
arc by the violence o f the motion emtted and rari.

fome ocher place chan really it is. Juft 
fo are all the reft o f the Senfes deceived, where theOV 

fie'd into Vire : For there is Ha fuch thing as allual Fire jed  reprefentei is not immediate, and by a fingle Convey- 
• eithef in Flint or Steel: But more fully of this in our ance : ’T is fo plain, it would be nccdlcfs to give an lii- 

Enfuing Syfiem. ftance in ail of them.
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