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Queft, I- X  y/fcf&er d Psr/jn it capitble
of Knighthood i

Anfw. I f  the Proponent had fub- 
p jn ’d another Qaeftion, vix_. O f what ufeis the preceding ' 
Quejim, or what if defign'd by it  ̂ his laft had been fuf. 
ficicntly confokndaiive.— However we will not deny him 
one affirmative Prefident as foreign as his meaning •, the 
Romans had Three Orders of Knighthood without Bap- 
tifm, vi^. SenatortHS, E^uejlrit ^  Vlebeius.

Queft. 2. Whether it be true, that Storks are never found 
but in Common-wealths whether there were never any in 
England but in Oliver Cromwells Dayt ? and i f  any be 
found i -into what Country do they retire during the {Vin­
ter ?

Anfw. For the firft part of the Queftion, we anfwer it 
it> the Neegative, for thele Reafons:

1. The 5forî  is mentioned frequently and familiarly in 
the Holy Scriptures, written under the Jewifio Govern­
ment when ’twas a Monarchy. Now ’tis not likely that 
Inftances and liluftrations mould be taken from a Crea­
ture that was not known amongft them. Mofet gives 
Laws concerning them , and they build there in the 
Mount of Amana, a braneh of Libanus to this day, as 
Bedonduf telh us.

2. Twas common among the Romans under their Em­
perors, and mention’d in fomc Verfes cited by Petroni-o 
MS Arbiter. ’T is  true, ftic’s ca'led Peregrina, a Stranger, 
but flic’s alfo called Hfpiia, a Gueft, according to her 
Nature, which is to come and go agen , as do all thofe 
Seafon Birds. St. AmbrofeMo mentions it, and tcljs us 
the Romans called it, Avis pia^ the Pious Bird, on ac­
count of the known care it cakes of its Parents when old ; 
and People ufe not to give Naftes to things they’ re not 
acquainted with. T is  befides mention’d as a ufual 
Diih at the Roman Feafts> by Cornelius JfJepoSt and 
Fliny.

g. But yet more clearly: There were o f them in Thef' 
faly and Egyp, both Monarchies, for which we have the 
Teftimony of Plutarch in 7/iie,and Solinus in Theffaliai and 

•that they were anciently worfliip’d in both thofe places 
for the fame Reafon •, namely devouring the numerous 
Serpents which breed in thofe Countries.

4. They are now frequent in the Turhjfh Empire, being 
the only one forbidden to be eaten in the Alcorhn of all 
Water Fowl. For which the Maio'metans give feveral 
wife Reafons; one becaufe he eats Serpents, the other 
bccaufc he moves his Wings in Flying, like a Bird of 
Prey *, we our fcivcs may add a Third Re.fon more pro­
bable than both, why that cunning Impoftor fliould for­
bid it, namely, bccaufe it devours^rogs, as the Fable 
cells us, and Bellonius de ^gypto : Now Frogs are by the 
Alcoran reckon’d among the Five Sacred Animals which 
they arc forbidden to kill, bccaufc they praife God, and 
fprinklcd Abraham\1hmb with Water. Vid.plur. apudl.l. 
^hart. lib. 2.

I think we havt^prov’d thefirfl Suppofition amiftakc: 
Whether they were never in England, in OliverCrom- 
wel’s time, or whether here then, we confefs our Igno­
rance i but i f  here then, I mean after his Eftablifli- 
menc, the poor Birds were extreamly miftaken, and 
found an Ufurpaiion in feeking a Commonwealth.

As to what Countriet they retire into, we may anfwer 
of them as of the other .<4vej migratorU, or Seafon Birds, 
Somchavc plcafantly enoughlthought they go to the Moon, 
or fomc of thofe diftant Bodies \ choagh moft others 
fhorten their Journey a little, and only fend them*to 
warmer Climates. But for the precifePlace or Region, 
Pliny tells us, adhuc incompertum efl, ’ tis not yet difco- 
vered.

Sc. Ambrofe tells us, they go toward the E a ji, {circa 0- 
rientem locis inceriis^ Iftdorus comes nearer, and tells us, 
they betake themfclvcs to Afia and Solhus fays the 
fa 1 e, defenbing bcfidcs, the very Place and Field where 
they light, and tear thofe to pieces which arrive laji of 
the Company. Let any who would be further fatisfied, 
read Oafper Heldelines ingenious Panegyrick on this 
Bird.

Qacft. Why in England are fo manr. marled with 
tfte Smill Pox 5 and the H'omen generally more than

the Men , contrary to what we fee in other parts o f Ea- 
rope.

Anfw. T he fame Reafon mav be given for both thefc 
Obfervacions i namely the Fairnfs o f the Engliflo, and 
Thiimefs and Cleatnefs oi their Skins, and fo proportio- 
nably of the Women, wherein are more eaUly made 
deep and lafting Scars and Imprtflions, than in darker 
Complexions or thicker Skins j or if not actually fo, 
will at leaft appear fo at a diftance to the Behold^ 
ers. •

Queft. 4. An Author writes tb.ot a certain Man being <r- 
flecp, a Moufe went into his Body, and was, after it had re­
mained there fame time, vomited up alive. Is this likely, or. 
is it not more probable 'twould have gnaw'd his Inirails to 
pieces P

Anfw. W c ought CO have known the Authors Name, that 
wc might have made fome guefs at the credibility of the 
Story; Not chat it appeatj utterly impoffible  ̂ for wc 
have an Inftance ( I  think’ tis in the Tranfalfions o f the 
Royal Societyf) of a Maid who Vomited up certain Crea­
tures like Frogs and Newts, after ’ twas gucUed they had 
been a long time in her Stomach, Nor was there any 
nccefficy of his gnawing the Incrails o f the Man, unlcfs 
he himfelf were fo poor and hungry, that he had nothing 
within for him to feed upon.

Queft. The Temple of Solomon being one o f the mofl 
Beautiful Edifices ever /̂ »on»n , how came not the Hea­
thens to reckon it among the Sfven Wonders o f the 
World .e

Anfw. The Heathens had a particular hatred for the 
Jews, as we find in Tacitus and ocher Hiftorians, being 
fo far from doing them Juftice, that they write the moft 
notorious and ridiculous Lies concerning them. And 
being both fo enraged againft them for worfliipping the 
true God, when they were a l l , or moft of them Idola­
ters i and befides, being on the other fide, all o f th«n 
eftceraed as curfed, and enemies to God and themfelm 
by the Jews,’ who were a People by themfclvcs, and di- 
ftinft frpm all the W orld: No wonder, I fay, i f  for thefc 
Reafons the Pagan Writers took no care to regifter 
thofe Things which were remarkable to the jewijb Na­
tion.

Queft. 6. IVhethtr the true Reafon o f  Ovid’/ Bantjhment 
were ever known

Anfw. I f  it be not, I think it may be by any who 
will but take the pains to look into his Whining e - 
legics.

From whence 1 am thus far of the fame Mind with 
Mr. Dtyden, that his having fecn fomeching more than 
ordinary in Augufius'% Gardens, was partly the Reafon 
thereof: For thus in hxilrifiib, Eleg. i. Hb. 2. adAu- 
gufim.

Cur aliquid vidi, cur mxia lumina feci.
Cur impTudenti cognita culpa mibi ejb I

And again a little lower,

fnfeius AHaon vidit fine vefle Dianam.

But however, it appears from the fame work, that ei­
ther his Poetry was really one Caufe of his Banijhment, or 
which I rather believe, pretended as fuch by Augufius,to 
cover the true Reafon} fince Debauching manners was 
not fuch a heinons Crime in his Reign. And we have 
others who writ much more lewdly than hej Seethe 
forequoted Elegy.

Carmina ftcermt ut me marefiy-, uotaret, —  Cafar, Sec*

Queft. 7. There's a certain jefuie, who makes a paral­
lel betweta Homer and Virgil , fometimes preferring one, 
fometimes the other-, though he feemstoghe the advan­
tage to Virgil, contrary to the Sentiments o f the Antients, 
— your Senfe thereupon.^- ... The fame Jefuie concludes, 
he had rather wifh to be Homer than Virgil, but had rather 
have compofed the i^ncids than the Iliads or Odyffes. R.w  
d?es this agree I
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Anfiv. We tbtnk him in cht right in both C a f e s Vit- Eut bcfides, noihing can be a more unfair wa5 of argn- 
£it was undoubtedly the more c«rreJ? poet  ̂ nor could ing, than to bring an Inftancc from Sonldiers, who arc 
any thins be more Wi)ertick, Great or Juft than his under Mf/if/rr; Di/cjJ’/we, and /Wen at the Command 
Thoughts aliuoft always arc. H jw r it muft be allowed of a General, to enforce luch a/orf 0 / Owa/ence
has an i4iro/' Antiquity, and kind of Natural Furcetre

to enforce luch a Jorf 0/ oneatence on 
ene/j’, thofe who are under ftaced Civil Lawi, and a fetkd Go-

which m-ik« him'very entertaining i but he wrote, for vernmenc. . r ■ c »  j, r
ought weean fee, mserly on the jhength ofkifOtrnGe- Queft. t i .  Wbat fr a full and fatisfaHory Arfrver to 

having no Fooefteps before to direft him nor had any liuejlion becaufe fm e an anfwered with a jHagife^
he chat encouragement Virgil had j nor did he like him, rial and Contertjp:uoHs i>lu» inpead of Reajjii, andothers by
live in one ofthcmofl/)o/?re A*es and Courts tlieWorld beggingthc Qucjlion?
ever knew *, but on the contrary , a Wandering Vagabond 
fort of a Life , among the Petty Republicks of Greece, 
not long after the end of the Fabulous Ages, with the 
wild and improbable Notions whereof he was very much 
tinftur’d -1 norcould it be otherwife. For thefe Rcafons 
Virgil might eafily make a better Poem than Homer, and 
has in Fa^ , I think done fo , his /^naadi being much

Anjn>. T o  begin with the latter end 5 If any fuch 
thing as objefted can be proved , the Gentleman ought 
to have inftanccd. If wc treat fome Queries wirh con- 
tempt, ’cis becaufc they deferve it, and treat all Mankind 
•at the fame race : But fee more of this in the Preface to 
this firft Volume. For a full and Satisfaftory Anfwcr, 
we take that to be fo, which tak*es the very pinch o f the

more correa chan any of the other’s W orks; Queftion, gives a clear account of Argument or Fad,
Defcent into Hell, much finer than that of Vlyjjes, and 
managed too to better purpofe; the neat Flatceriilg 
the Emperor a^d Emprefs, and the praifesof Marcellus, 
which almoft deferve to outlive the World. But yet after 
all, we fhould (for once) be of the fame fide with the 

,]ejuit, and defire to have been Homer r«hcr than Virgil, 
the beginning o f a thing in new Inventions being the better 
half, and the half in a fenfe more, than the whole •, and an 
imperfelf Worliman may be faid to be more honourable than 
a perfeU ftneg 'tts an eafy matter to add. to what is before 
invented. And*’ cis evidently feen, that almoft all along, 
Virgil grafted on the Stock of Honour. This we believe 
is the ]efHits meaning i or at Icaft for thefe Reafonswc 
ftiould chufe to be of the fame mind.

Queft 8. there is another ]cfuit in the Court of France, 
who boafied that he writ better Verfes than Virgil i for 
which he was very much jeer'd by the Wits there. The 
Query is , whether fuch a thing were impojjible to be 
done  ̂ »

Anfw. ’Twas like the modejiy of a certain Order to 
pretend to’ r : ’ Twas asJmpoOfible for him to perform it, 
Is to prove .the ‘Society Honefl: Men i or not l acroni- 
Zers of feme Doftrios wherewith they have been 
charged. Ridiculing him was too light a Punifo- 
mcnc and he delcrvcd little Icfs than ftoning, for 
Blafpheming that God of Verfe, as one greatly and pocti-

and cither Anfwers or precludes the main Objeftions, 
though noc takes away a(l Cavils,which is irapofiible to be 
done.

Queft. 12 . whether there be any fuch thing as Na­
ture ^

Anfw. The Schools have a barbarous difiinSion o f Na- 
iura Naturans, <lp Natura Naturata, which ’cis impo(Ti!)ie 
CO make Good Englifl) o fj but they mean chcicby either 
the God, Author and Father of Nature i. or that reguLtr 
courfe of things and chain of Caufes he hat eftabliflicd in 
the Vniverfe, which wc more commonly call Nature. 
That there U fuch a thing, is as plain as the Terms arc 
in which 'cisdeferibed.

Queft. 13 . Whether there be Two Men in ike World with 
an equal number of Hairs cn their Head

Anfw. The l^efiion is unreafonable, for it admits tif 
neither Experiment nor Argument, ’ f  is true, the Sacred 
Writ tells us. the very Hairs of our Head are all numbred 

* but they are fo to him only, who is Infinite, and there­
fore wc muft not pretend to meddle with it.

Queft., 14, Whether Number « Infinite?
Anfw. Lifcrete cpiunmy is Infinite, much in the fame 

manner that Continued is, namely in power, admitting in­
numerable additions as chat does Dhifions. Thus as no­
thing chat has l^antity, jproperly fo called, hut muft al­

and thoff extended or not confounded withfo have Parts . 
each other, which may be ftill in their own Nature,caliv ca.if- him, » 1 - ^

Queft. 9. Whether the Fourteenth Ode o f the Firji Bool̂  though not by us, unlefs mentally, though never fo fmad,
Horace be rightly interpreted o f the Roman Common- yet farther divided: So Number may rife progrejfively,

wealth d without any Bounds to be fixed to its Increafe, which
Anfw. I fee no Reafon to the contrary ; the Allegory feeras we reach after as much in vain, as at the knowlcdg of

carried on all through in the fame fenfe,any oti.crapplica- Infinites, whereof ’ tis as impoffible wc ftiould have any
tion appears ftrain’d and violent; Nor can I imagin what adequate or proper Notion, hecaufe we our fcivcs
to pitch upon ;  F/tgi/’s Ship indeed is mentioned in the arc Finite \ as that a Lefer Circle fhould contain a
Third Ode of the firft Book, but feems no kin to this, Greater.
nor can j t  be any betrer turn’d to anv Amorous Senfe, or Queft, i y. WhaCs to be thought o f a Wife who forfakes 
be meant cither of Hot ace or his Miftrifs. I f  the Gentle- her HUIband for his Poverty ?
man who font this Queftion, had given any other Inter- Anfw. Hardly any thing had enough, i f  that Poverty lie

.................................  '■  not irwjfix upon him, and ftilicen/WKeif by his own carr-
lefnefs or wickednejs ?

Queft. \6 Whether it's true, that nothing's in the Intel- 
Icft, but what was firJi in the Senfos ?

A n fw . Wc thinly not, bccaufe the InteSeB muft have 
fome nations in it -to judge the truth o f what it r e c e iv e s  
from the S e n fe s , prior to any fuch reception ; nay, does 
oftentimes check and contr:di5V, or examine what ic 
receives from them, comparing, affirming, and denying.

ufually obtains, we would 
and arc yet ready ftill to

pretatton than chat which 
fairly have examined ic , 
do it.

Queft. 10. Whether the DoUrin of Paffive Obedience 
and Non-Rcfiftancc be abfurd ?

Anfw. I f  ftrain’d to the heighth to which fome have 
carried it, we chink nothing can be more fo ; The Con- 
fequencis which ncceflarily flow from i t , arc fatal and
dangerous CO Civil Society, and tend to the Deftruaion  ̂ _
both of particular Men and all Government. One is, that This fome will tell us is nothing5 but tybig Words together, 
perhaps not above an hundred Men, or many more, may which if  you’ ll believe them, is as material as fringing
deftroy all Mankind j another Confequence no lefs un- fo many Beads one upon another. But certainly thefe
avoidable, which a Wag lately charg’d on the Doarin words fignify things , and fome of thofe things are not 
ischis. Suppofo the Emperor Nen ftiould have font material-, and bcfidcs, fuppofing the ftiould be fo»
his Commands to all the Chriftians in his Dominions by yet how the AN it fclf of comparing, confidering, rc-
chofc commiffmaiedunder him, to reduce ’em all to the vifing them in fuch and fuch zn order ftiould be fo, we 
fame Condition he did Sporus, and for this pretend both can by no means imagine.
the fo much talk’d of Imperial Law, whereby he is irre- Queft. 17 . What natural Influence Jacob’j  Rod could 
fiftiblc, and the C4nt)» of Sc. that all that re/i^, re- have on Lzhzn's Cattle
ceivc tj tbemfelves Damnation-, would any one in that Anfw. The fame and more than zfair ViNure would 
cafe think the Chriftians were obliged to Submit and 0- have on a Woman in the fame cafe-, fince the Imagination 
bey and in a fenfe fomewhae like that of Origen , be of a Brute Creature fhould be the fironger , becaufc not 
made Eunuchs f r  ih Kingdom of Gods fake ? O fet is not checked or guided by Reajon. Though I queftion whe- 
th s fo much as fufering Death, whcrcunco fome carry ther the fame Trial would fucceed if. made now, becaufc 
ic - J  fo far from ic, that the fix’d Laws of Nature and theu^h Jacob made ufe of natural means, it appears from 
Nations was to be the meafurc of their Obedience. For the Text that there was fomeching fupernatural in the E-
the 3/)<?Aedn Legion, and other Tnftanrcsof that Nature, vent. See Ce?2. Chap. a i .  Ver. 12 . the Angel of God fpoke
befide^ chat tiic Truth of them is juftly queftioned, we to jzcob in a Dream, faying. Lift up thy Eyes, and fee all 
know fome of the Primitive Chriftians were madfor the Fizms which leap upon the Cztt\c, are Rmg.i\rzkcd,<firc. 
Martyrdom, whom 1 hope we are not to follow, the Sec more on this Subjeft in the Queftion of Childrens
Church having made a Canon exprefly againft them. Marks.
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