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The Athenian Mercurv.
J

■ Qutft. r. T  IT  J f f )  Rats, Toads, Ravens, Scrcech- 
\ / y  /  Owls, ^ c . are Ominous; ar.d hm  
V  V  come they to foreknow fatal Events  ̂

Mfw. I f  the Oiftrift had faid unlucky inftead ol omi- 
noui , he might ealily have met with fatisfiftioD.. A 
Rat is fo, bccaufc he deftroys many ago'‘</ Chefhlre Cbeefê  
and makes dreadful Ravages in a flourifhing Flitch of 
Bacon. A  Toad'n unlucky, bccaufc it poifons. As for 
Ravens and Screech Owls, they are juft as unlucky as 
Cats, when about their Courtjhip , bccaufc they make an 
ugly Noife which difturbs the neighbourhood. The Inftinft 
of Rats leaving an old Ship, is becaufc they cannot be 
dry i/i i t , and an old H)ufe, bccaufc perhaps they want 
VtHuals. A  Raven is much Inch a Vropbet as our Conju­
rers or Almanack.-m4'<trs, foretelling things after they are 
cometopafs: They follow great Armies, as Vultures, not 
as foreboding Battle, but for the Dead Men, Dogs, Horfes, 
&c. which (tfpecially in a A/ îrc6,3muft daily be left be- 
lund them For the foolifti Obfervacions made on their 
Croaking before Death, <&c. though we’ ll not pofiiively 
aflert there is never any thing in that, or Stories of the

f
:e nature \ yet this we fafdy may, that the moft of it 
pure Chance , Fancy, Superflirion and Humour, and 
has no ground in the World befides foolifh2Vtf(/inon, or 
a fickly Imagination.
Qiicft. 2 How is a natural Defcft in the Parent, com- 

tnumcated to the Cliild • by the Varticles of the Semen or
otberwife ? „  . „  •

Anfw Fancy may have a j^eat (hare here, as well as in 
the former Cafes, and the Defeli of the Fatberhefo ftrong- 
3y fiKcd on the M if/'wM ind, as to iraprefs it on the 
Child, natural defeli feems an unphilofophical Term, 
for all De/c^fj are monfrous, and as fuch unnatural. Ac­
cidental Defers indeed there may be, and we find daily 
are, but if this proceeds from the Male Parent,  by the 

■ Particles of the Semen, fuch Defers arc only in Quality, 
not Quantity; as Confumptions and other Difeafes, may 

eafily propagated , becaufe the Semen being elabora­
ted from the Bloody and both corrupted, that corruption 
muft be conveyed to whatever is thence compofed. But 
this is nothing as to Quantity; nor does a Luwe Man 
beget a Lame , or a Blind a Blind, unlefs acciden- 
tally. sr«rrerin£ Parents, have, it’s true, had Children 
troubled with the fame DefeQ-, but this wc look upon 
rather to proceed from Imitation , than any other 
caufe.

Queft. Whether the c4 e o f the Sufpended Clergy/ar 
refu sing the Oaths fo King William and Ilueen Mary, tr not 
as bard, at the turning out the Fellows of Magdaiin Col- 
Icdgc, 1687 ?

Anfw. We think not, for thefe Reafons, one was 4- 
gainfl Law, the other not. One was done by the ’worji 
of Men, by a pretended Cornrnijfm, without any legal 
Power, for the introducing Popery, and the Perlons con­
cerned incapacitated for any other Imployment. The o- 
thcr by the venerable Authority of King, Lords and Com­
mons, for the Sccuritv of the Government, (which muft 
be weak indeed to fuffer fuch to enjoy publick Emolu­
ments under its Proceaion , who abfolutely difown it,) 
and ftrengthening the Interej} both of Church and State, 
by putting at leaft as good and more wife Men in their 
rooms while they may ftill by an Indulgence, never be­
fore any wnere praftifed in the like loftance, Preach, 
he ebapUns, LeSurers \ and fevcral of them fo conti­
nue aftually to this day. . «

Qaeft. 4, Whether a Man may defend btmfelf againji
whoever attempts t» Kill him ?

Anfw. Yes, i f ’ tU 3 private Perfan, who makes fuch 
an Attempt; for 1 have certainly as good a Right (and 
math better,) to defend my Life, as another has to af- 
fault it. Nay , if a Prince or a Father,  we think the 
fame Argument holds, as to meef Self-Defence, though 
the '■ hing ha? much much more of Difficulty, fuppofing 
it were impofiible to Defend a Man's fcif, without Ot- 
fcnd.ng.perhaps Killing the V m liA jfa ila n tthough even 
in f ' l t  cafe, if the Publick Good , and the Szkiy and 
Hap’ mefs o f Millions depended on his Life, a Man might 
dtfe'?e to be rank’d among thofe Heroes, who devoted 
ih c iclvcs for their Country, could, he arife to that

hcightli o f Gallantry, rather to lofe hit own Life, than 
inju'c the others.

Queft. y. Whether the Law of Nations ir<*x not vio­
lated in the Perfon of Mary Qyieen of Scots , who found 
a Prifon where fhe fought Proreftion, notwithfianding 
Queen Elizabeth affured her of all manner of kind Offi­
ces

Anfw. Though (he found more than a Prifon, I mean 
a Scaffold, and though the Aflertation of fome Perfons 
in the enfuing Reign , and either the mijlaken Pity, or 
Malice of fome Authors, in that and fuccetding Ages 
would fo perfwade us; yet we are of the fame Opinion 
with the Reverend Biffiops of that A g e , the prudent 
Council o f the Queen, and all who loved EngUnd, that 
all the hard/hips that Princefs en'iured , (whole Memory 
thofe arc the greateft Enemies to, who keep it from Ob- 
livicnf) were not only, politick and neceflary, but highly 
Juft and Lawful. She came hither for ProtelHon ,  bc­
caufc (he could fly no where clfc ; fhe was not content 
wich that Proteliion , but moft ungratefully Confpired a* 
gainft the Throne and Life of that Bleffed Princifs who 
gave it her, and this under her own Hand, wliich even 
Caufin himfelf in her Life, though a Jefuit, has not the 
Front to deny. By this fhe forfeited her Protellisn, and 
juftly incurred the Puniffment Ihc afterwards under­
went.

Queft. 6. Who was the French KingV Father, and 
whether he was born with Teeth ; and i f  fo , the CUufc 
thereof ̂

Anfw. The firft part of the Queftion perhaps vvill ne­
ver be refolvcd till .the Day of judgment. The-Frore- 
ftants indeed fought Stourly to^provc him the Legitimate 
Son of Lewis the Thirteenth ;  and it may be, their Swords 
were the ftrongeft part o f his Title, for which he has 
fince very w e l l t h e m .  However, in all pro­
bability, it could not be that weak Prince that was his 
real Father.; hhaverfionto Women, and t h e - o f  
it too, being fuflfidemly known to the World. Buc 
whether the Gentleman who has been mentioned in 
fome PrintSy Mr. Le-Grand were the real Father o f his 
Ndmefake , wc can learn little from publick_ InveSives ;  
for i f  really fo, it can’t be imagined but a thing of that 
Nature would have been managed too deep for the Day, 
by that cunning Politician who contrived it.

Of his being born with Teeth, ftc the Baffampier's 
Letter, as quoted in the Firft Volume o f the new Ob- 
fervator, as well as of the Judgment then by him made 
thereof; And indeed if wc admit any thing of Omens, 
one would, be apt by the event to believe it here, and 
that Nature itfelf had marked him out for zBeajiof Prey 
as foon asever he came into the World.

Queft 7. How a Man fh af know himfelf ? This Q ê- 
flisn was formerly mentioned. Numb. 3. But on the Geuth- 
mans repeated Inftances, and fiber and ingenuous' Pro- 
f-'Jiathns of hit Ignorance , in this Grand Queliion, we re­
fume it here, and for direSion to kirn and ethers, give thefe 
fdlowing fhort Rules.

Anfw. I . Know your Creator, and that’s one of the beft 
ways to kpowyour fe lf :  Almoft all.KnowIedg is acquired 
by Comparifon. After his Image you are made ; fee 
then, if you'd know your fclf, whether you are degene­
rated, or really like your great Original.

' 2. Know other Men; fee their Faults and Virtues, 
apply them, and you may thence eafily judge of your 
own.

3. Know your Enem ies, and if  poffible, what they 
think or fay of you : Believe i t , this is a much furer 
way than to confulc your Friends, and you'll hear much 
more from the firft than laft. And thefe are the beft 
Diredions we can give.

Q'lcft, 8. Is Melancholy Natural or Accidental i
Anfw. T is  evidently both, as appears from common 

Experience and cur former difeourfe of the Caufes 
thereof.

Qicft. 9. Would not England be happy, i f  they wanted 
both Papiits and jacobites ?

Anfw. Too liappy, but ten to one they’d quickly 
find work among thcmfdvcs to make them other- 
wife.

Qu«ft.
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Queft. 10. y ' * h i d f  w o u ld  be m oji proper to recon­
c ile  our D ifferen ces /

A n fw . Eichcr io u fa n d  F ren ch  landed in E ng­
la n d ,  or King ^ returning in triumph Conqueror
o f  F ra n c e  \  or clit lich might be fooner done thin 
cither, though I dcuot will prove harder than both, 
all P a rt ie s  at Home growing more Wife and more Hum­
ble.

Queft. I I . W hat V ifira E iio n  is ,  a n d  w h eth er i t  can be e- 
x e r  P lea fa n t ?

A n fw . D ijir a llio n  or M adn efs is the heighth of M ela n -  
choly i and what that is , you may look back and fee. 
It may be accidentally p le a fm t  even to thofc who feel it, 
who are fomeiimes taken with P a jfm s  o f  L a u g h ter as well 
as Grief.

Qaeft. I a. W hether S a ty rs  or Serm ons h a ve  been more 
fu c c e fs fu l tow ards R efo rm in g  M ens M an n ers ?

A n fw . Some Zerm ons arc Satyrs (which we could eafily 
point to,} and fomc S a ty r s  are S e rm o n s , for example, 
Horac€%. We’ll not be fo uncharitable to fay both m uch  
a l ik e , bccaufc the World is incorrigible, and minds nei­
ther but taking them as they are commonly diftinguilh’d, 
I defirc one inftance of a Man Lam poon'd out of V ic e , 
though we have feme few of thofc who havcbeenPrctfcA’rf 
out on’e. Ac leaftj dare be bold to fay,our Englifl) way of 
S a ty r  will hardly ever do’ c , fince ’tis for the moft part 
like our Fighting, do w n righ t and bloody, and that gene­
rally pleafes moft, which calls moft h a rd  N a m es, which 
may enrage a Man, and make him look about for fuirable 
R etu rn s. It will I fay, make him attgry, but I am mifta- 
ken if it ever makes him better,

^left. 1 5. W hether Effence b e  really d ifiin g u ifh e d  fro m  
Exigence

A n fw . If by r e a lly , be meant ut res  (fy  r e s , it cannot 
be fo, for every thing having its Effence and E x if le n c e , i f  
thofe were diftinguifhed after that manner of diftindion, 
both of them muft have ftill a diftin^ Effence and E x i-  
f ie n c e  of their own , and fo on, a d  infinttum . Nor can 
we fee Reafon to gr-nc they fhould be fo much as rfi- 
ftinguifhed, ut R e s ,  modus R e i feeing E x ifle n c e  feems 
to be of the Effence of every thing, fince a thing in pow er  
is really nothing 5 and if Effence be that, by which a 
th in g  is what it is, E x ifla t ic e  appears to be fuppofed and 
implied therein.

Queft. 14. W hether there be not an IncomnienfurabIe,«/ji  ̂
therefore in  fom e r e fp e ll  an infinite Power in Lines, w hen  
Y t s p r o ie d  by 47 Prop. Euclid, that in  4 plain Triangle, 
the Square of the Hypothenufa, or greater -fide fubtend- 
iog the right Angle, is in power equal to the Square 
of the Two other Sides, but not to be exprefled by 
Numbers, unlcfs every fide docs coniift of a Square Num­
ber ?

A n fw . I f  the Gentleman plcafc to diftinguifh in what 
Book of E u ctid ,a n d  whether he mems by an Infin ite P o w er , 
a Z e m n ic a l or a M ath em atica l one, we fhal! be better able 
ro give him an Anfwer } but that his D iflin lH on  may be 
re g u la r , let him confider the ufc of the \ 6th P ro p . o f  the 
T h ir d  Boo  ̂o f  Eucl.

Qjeft. 15. l ^ a t  is  the reafon that fom etim es before Rainy 
Weather, Marble a n d  other Stones h a v e  (  a s  it  w e r e )  a  
Dew upon them  ?

A n fw . All Bodies are naturally porous , and therefore 
receptive of A ir, whofe’ Naturc is to »p en etrate  and fill 
up V acu ities, where the more purer Element of Fire has 
not already taken PolTcffion. And as the Nature of Air 
is t o  pettetrate, fo ’tis alfo to C ircu la te  as Water does, on­
ly being finer it moves fafter. This premifed, it follows, 
that in or before R a in y  W eather, the Air being thick with 
Vapours and E x h a la tio n s  in its Circulation, it cannot pene­
tra te  a P i l l a r , M arble  Stones, &c. before it puts off its 
more and aqueous p a r t ic le s ,  which it leaves behind 
upon the P il la r s , in the nature of D rops or T e a rs , I re­
member an inftance chat in the lace K in g  fa m e 's  C happel, 
in the midft of the laft great F r o f l , in a numerous Con- 
courfc of People, the A ir  was fo condenfed with their 
Brea'ii, that it had the E f f e i l s  above m entioned upon the 
P i l la r s ,  fas I am very credibly informed by a Gentleman 
that was there at that time.) Now in Frofts every little 
K a tu r a li j l can tell you , that both the W ater and A ir  is 
r a r if ie d , and chat all Liquors grow clea r fooner in fuch 
time than in any ocher, which wicli what is above men­
tioned, plainly infers the truth o f  tb ep receed in g  f/\pothefis.

Queft. 1(5. Why a V e f fd v o it h  O u rs, S a i ls ,  a n d  f u l l  W in d , 
a n d  fetting our rvith  th e  T id e  at the Ruoy in the Note, 
can't be fo  foon a t  Bidingfgate by F o u r H ours a s  the T id e  *

A n fw e r . I f  the (^.erift be concerned in any Im ploy that 
wsy, it Will be forae fatisfadion to his C k r h firy , i f  he

puts a fmall Cork into the Water, cut in the fhape of 
an Half-pcny, and try whether he can keep Pace with 
chat, at the Buoy o f  the N ore, alfo another in the mid­
way, and another near B illin g fg a te  and after this trial, 
perhaps he may conclude with me, that when theTide 
is turned at the Buoy in  th e  N o te , the R e fiu x  is driven on 
by the R e v o lv in g  Ocean with fuch a vehem ence at the jc- 
ginning, (bccaufc there are fo little Obflaclcs and Banks 
to hinder it)  that’tis impofil.de to overtake it again j 
though when the R e fiu x  comes to be limited and ob- 
ftrufted by a N a rro w er C h a n n e l, the force is fpcnc, and 
you may «ail a great deU fafter thao the Current for fc- 
veral of the lafi Miles.

Queft. 17. Wloat is  the R eafon  th a t  fom e fo rt o f  R otten  
Wood w i l l  fr in e  in  the Dark_, arid w h a t f r r t  th at rr ? /  h a v e  
often fe e n  it ,  but could n ever  u n d erfla n d  the R eafony th erefore  
I  d e fire  to be fa tis fied .

A n fw . All L ig h t that is borrowed, as the Sfoon, S ta rs , 
and fuch as is nouriftied by matter, as F ir e ,  C a n d les , 8cc . 
arc refleftive, and afford fomc £/«/?n«r/5n/and Raysj but 
this (as alfo the G lo w -w o r m )  yields no light at all, or any 
brightnefs fo as to difeern any other Objeft by them •, 
therefore their lig h t or brightnefs is not from without 
or borrowed. If fo , it muff be a natural brightnefs 
which is accidental, as Colours are to Flowers, diverfi- 
fied only in this, thefe arc not difcernable but by a real 
Light, and thofe are not difcernable but in the privation 
of Light: This Rotten Wood is only the b rig h te fl and 
w h ite ft  fort of o ld  A(f>,  very common and eafy to be 
got.

Queft. 18. W hat i s  the R eafon  that w h en  T w o  Viols a r e  
tu n ed  in  Unifon, one o f  them  being touch'd , the other w iT  
a n fw er, though at a  d iflan ce  ^

A n fw . This is a noble and great proof of the fwAt 
Compofure anil Harm onious O rder o f  the C reation ; and *cis 
but a more pure fort of S im p a th ifin g  that is found in all 
the Creatures, when thofc of the fame S p ecies f io c k t o -  
gether.

Indeed, the reafon of this M u fica l Sym pathy is fomc- 
ihmg piiZling , and more-admired than underftood by 
f ^ c  c f our great Mufick M a fle r s . But ’tis thus eftcacd: 
T is that is the proper V eh ic le  and Conveyance o f  

Sounds', afid accordingly, as the A ir  if, driven with g rea ter  
or leffes violence, it affefts all o b je c ls  that it meets with. 
A  C ittern  perhaps is by its make, as much accommodated 
for the reception of Sounds, a  any ocher in flru m en t, there­
fore we’ll confider the E ffec ts  of a repercu fiive A i r  upon 
that: An O rdinary N oife will beat the A ir  every way, 
and rhat whicii metes with thefe Strings, will move ’em 
all into a diflin_^uifrable A udibility,proportionable to th e  flo r il-  
nefs or fm a lln e fs  o f  the V o ic e ; this is univerfally granted 
by fuch as have made the Experiment. Now fince this 
V oice in what K e y  o r  N ote foever it’s delivered, does cf- 
fett the fou n din g  of fo many at once, and chat thefe 
N otes are proportionable to a g rea ter or le ffer A gitation  of 
the A i r ;  then the efficient Caufe, is the M otion of the 

and not z h e V n ifo n , as is generally thought: Though 
we cannot deny the Sim path y t o  be more cfFcftire, than 
in d ifferen t K e y s . As is evident by a piece of P a p er which 
will violently trem ble upon a S trin g  that is an V n ifo n  
when it lies almoft ftill upon other K e y s , and all by the 
fame agitation o f  Air

<^eft. 19. W hether Lucrctia, Codrus, Plato, 
w e l l  or i l l  in  the a l l  o f  Suifidc ? or w h eth er Suicide in  any 
cafe  i s  la w fu l

A n fw . N atu re  has implanted a G en era l In f l in ff of fcif pre- 
fervacion in every in d iv id u a l C rea tu re , and We find not an 
inftance in one,that has voluntarily chofe a Non exiftcnce, 
though under the greateft Mifery and Torture befidesMan. 
Man that acknowledges a Creator, cannot at the fame 
time deny a tenure of his Life, which to difpofc of be­
fore the Donor demands it, is contradidory to his depen- 
dance i  L u c re tia  unhappily evinced her wrong’d Chafticy. 
by Murdering her fe lf; for if fhe was not oonfenting to 
Tarquin 'f, Crime, why did fhe pollute her Hands with the 
blood o f  an Innocent ? I mean her felf. ’Tis unreafonable 
for me to fuftcr for a fault another would have Commit­
ted, P u n ifim en ts  and Offences )ufl;ly terminate in the fame 
Perfon. Cato was either a good or ill Man; i f  a good Man, 
he wrcD.^d his CoKnir;', by depriving it of what Service he 
might nave done it j if an ill Man, he impeach’d the pre­
rogative of Juflice, in making himfelf his own W itnefs, 
Ju d g e  and E x ecu tio n er. A  B r a v e  S o ld ier  won’t quit his Port 
without his Com m anders leave j F o rtitu d e  a b id es  M iferies , 
but C o w a rd ic e  fn ea k y  to D eath  tofliun th em . 1 remember 
fqmeching of Seneca to this effed, A  W ife M a n  fo r t i ­
f ie s  h im f e l f  by R ea fo n , a n d  a  Pool by D efp a ir.
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