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The Athenian Mercury.

e-

(Jicft. I. ' I '  Tff ‘THetber a Man ought to TKiU^ hiiChil- 
\ / \ /  dren by a firft Wife, to pleafe a Sc- 

*  V  cond, tvhennotbing'elfe vein doit ?
Mfw. That Wifcisnot wortli picafiog, thacftands up­

on fuch wicked unreafonable Terms, I ought norco do 
a certain il! adion,' in expedadoo o f an uncertain good 
coming dn’c.

Qucft. e . Whether there ever was fucb̂  a thing as Change 
of Sexes ?
. Anjw. W e are not without fcvcral Affirmative Inftan- 
ces j  I will only recite Two, which arc Authentic  ̂ Pa~ 
raM, lib. 4. c/j, 5. Some years fince (faith VarAUs) when 
I  was in the retinue of Charles the Ninth at Vitriac in 
France, there was fhewed me a Man called Germanw 
Garnierus, hy (omc Germanus Maria \ he was of zn In­
different Stature, a Square Habit of Bod/, with a tfoick, and 
red Seard. He was taken for a unto the i jfA Year 
o f his Age \ at which time, running after the Hogs, he 
kept ^which had gotten into the Corn,) and leaping over 
a Ditch with great Violence, it happened chat the Mem­
branes being broke, the hidden Evidences of a Man fad- 
dcniy dcfccndcd, and difeovered chcm<Hvcs, not with­
out Pain j. returning to her Cottage with Tears, (he 
complained to her Mother that her Bowels fell out i at 
which SpcNacle, her Mother aftonifhed, confuking with 
the phi ftcians and DoSors, was informed that her Daugh­
ter was betome a Man j the whole matter therefore being 
rcprcfcDted to the Cardinal of Lenuncurium, he called an 
Aflctnbly, where (he received the Name and Habit of a 
Man.

VJher, in his Anrals, in An.Mmdi, 3858. fays, in 
Abbas, a City of Arabia,  there was a certain Woman 
called Herafts, fhe was the Daughter of one Dhpbantw 
^Macedofian, and begotten hy him of m  Arabian Wo­
man i /he was Mamed to one Samaides, after which (he 
changed her S e x , nud became ji Man, taking upon her 
her Fathers Name Ciophantits.

I fhall add one qclier of the other Sexes Change $ 
Schenk̂ , p. 50^. And Donat, ibidem p. 298. tells of a Boy 
at Seneventumy who fuddcniy became a Girl, and hath it 
in thefc Words,

Nec fdtis antiquum quod Campanb in Benevento,
Tenits Epheborum Virgo re^wfe fuit. •

Thus Engliflied,

At Bsnevent (nor is it long ago,^
. A  loungjier did into a Virgin grow.

Queft. g, Whra is the reafon of Marking, Longing, and 
Swounding at 4 &c ?

Anfw. Plutarch de fera Numinis Vind. fays Chal. The rc- 
fetnblance o f the Natural Properties or Corporal Marl^ of 
fome Parents are continued in their for many
defeents; yea, and foractimes not appearing in the Second 
and Third Generation, do neverchclefs’ fhew rhemfcivcs 
in the Fourth or Fifths whereof he brings an Example 
of one in his time called Python, who being defeended 
of the Spartiate the Pbttnders o f Thebes *, and being the 
laft of thit Race', .was born with'the Figure of a Launce 
u ^ n  his Body, which had been in former Ages a natural 
mark of that Family, and difeohtinued'\n tlienj for many 
Years. I have mentioned this Inffance, to fhewthe. 
power of the Vegetative Soul, on Hereditary produIHons 3- 
mongft Rational Creatures; and it’s alfo true* amongft the 
Animal, who have as great^aparc of the Vegetative Soul, 
as the Rational h^vc. We want not Inftances of fmagi- 
nation afting b&yond ht ^ubjelf', as EUrtgei and Jbrtoifes arc 
faid CO hatch their Eggs wy:h their Eyes, and that Hens 
Hatch Chickens of the Colour of fuch Cloths as arc laid 
before them, whilft they are fictiug. So fome People fall 
fick, and recover again by Fancy. In Generation, the 
Spirits of all the parts o f the Cody accurto the place 
'where the Seed is received, there ro form the Cbarallers 
of the Places from whence .they flow } fo the Mothers. 
Spirits keep the fame Courfe cowards the Embryo, and 
'"|hen fhc touches her feif in the ftrcngch of that Ima- 
^ioaiioD, the Spirits run thither from the Brain, and fix

theFigilre upon the Analagom part o f the fxtus. As to 
Longing, which call Pic4, or an unreafonable
Appetite or Longing for Coals, Afres, Pitch, Clay, &c. is 
caufed by the fupprcfTion and ftagaaiion of the Menfet 
in the Vterine Veyels,(tO'!n v Ĵicncc enfua a Cachexia or 
an ill Habit o f Body,' and a depravacionof the Faculties, 
which affefts the parts with an unnatural difpoficion not 
to be qualified without fuch unaccountable or fantaftick 
Diet. As to founding at the fight of a Cat, ifyc. it pro­
ceeds chiefly from the fame £aufe as Marking for the 
rational Soul is not at all concern’d in the Afti6n,becaufc 
it isagainft Reafon, but’eis the Operation of tfie Senfi- 
tive Sou l: We fhant fly to the'old fuhterfuge o f Hcrc- 
ditarinefs, fince the firft of the Family had fome other 
caufe. Thus then, as Plants, tfy'c. arc bent and turned in­
to any fhape or figure, which they never divert when 
they are Trees \ fo the prejudice of' Education by Nurfes 
who arc ufed to threaten the Infant with Bugbears, Lions, 
Cats, Sec. may rmprefs fuch a refentment and fear, as age 
can never get off  ̂ i f  a Cat fiad been the only Objeft of 
this habitual terror, we might have fuppofed thofc E0u- 
vinmsand Glarings which arc proper to that Species, might 
be the Efficient Caufe. But vve have Ihftanccs o f other 
Creatures that emit no fuch Effluviums, &c.

Queft. 4. Whether O  ffee arid Tobacco are not prejudir 
cial ■ to the Seminal Vertues, cfpeciaHy in the Female 
Sex ?

Anfw. Coffee-( as all Bitters) is siomachicl(̂ ‘, Tobacco a 
MrMcatory y both Moderately taken , arc beneficial, and 
difeharge the redundant Serocities hy the Salival Glands i 
But however Coffcf CO.cxcefs, is very prejudicial to the 
Seminal Vcrcue} for I knew a Gentlewoman that drank 
niuch Coffee, and her Children were unperfed, weak and 
ill-rtiap’d, nature by the aforementioned excefs, asPhi- 
ficians believed, being thereby coo much weakened for a 
perfeft formation.

Quert. 5. why a Horfe with a round Fundament emits a 
fquare Excrement ?

Anfw. The Cells of the Cohn form the faces into Ob* 
hngCal^s, and protrude^ them into the Rellum, from 
whence they are exonerated by 5/>Am̂ fT*d7ir, which docs 
net fornr them in the Extrufion, the Orifice being big c- 
nough to Exonerate fevcral of . them at once. They arc 
formed quadrangutarly in the Rellum,  by Prorenfion and 
■ Compreffion upon one another, as any other round or 
oblong Subjlances which are foft would be , i f  they were 
thruft together: But yet fome of them are not Square 
on all Tides,from this Reafon,cheybeiogdirchargedfeveral 
o f them at once, thtotx^ a rosmd Fundament, the whole 
Lump is round, the extremity and outward parts of it re­
ceiving their form agreeable to the thing forming, when 
ac the fame time the middle parts muO needs be Square, 
from the Reafon above.— A Wide Purfe will admit feve- 
ral forts of Coin at the fame time,

. Queft. 6 ‘. By what Mfchanifm Nuttition is regularly 
ordered, and how by the Stomachs beat, it i f  effeHed into 

■ Chyle?
Anfw. Maftication, Deglufm, Extenfun apd Corrugation 

of the Ventricle, are SuCcdTive M otions, partly by the 
pondus of the aliment, partly by the TDffl? of the Tunicles, 
in order to ConcoNion. The Pylorsss conftrioges 90c fo 
cqmpleacly as the fuperior O rtfe  The Cofon and ocher 
Circumambient Vifeera contribute to the Heat co digeft 
the aliment macerated with the Saliva in Mafiication, 
>/rhoPe Saline Particles (with the Saline and Acid par­
ticles of the Efculents and Potulents )  mix together ; 
which affirted by the power of the Ventricle it felf, is 
difpofed CO Chil'ify the Mafs, and a Fermcncacious power 
accrues, rendring it more fluid, and giving it a more 
white or Creamy form, called Chyle. The Spirituous and 
fine Particles firftfree thcmfcivcs,-and arc tranfmitced 
into th6 more lax pylorous, and arc intruded into the In- 
telljnes , where by the mixture o f Bile and Vaucreaiic\ 
Juice, it obtains a new fermentative Power and Separation, 
Thofc parts of the/fiwenr unebylified, remain (for thac 
which IS firft Eaten, is not firiiCbylified,)^^ Fat Meats, 
which clog the ferraentarious force, and therefore lye 
heavy, and difpofe to Vomiting 5 although the power of 
ferment is more fliarp and diffbivcnc in fome than or’^ers
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?"f “SEES SHThu K u  7 nd that St. John g iv«  of our SJviour .n the Re^e/.^.ni, with
ral Vcffcis into ° j  T ^ / S ’ i Z la t i c k  many more Places in Sacred Wr i t : But to be cK^refs m
Arterms Blood, f  tyice and our Definitions of this m tter, ’ tis impofiihlc, tmee all

p-i- x s  ■;';* 3'isr. s-tS r..'.rS
for'‘ : f r » “ r h M t  ovens den-^ahs R ..p s \  Opefl u .  « 1,e.c. arifa ,U  Diffinncc ./Colours in

This manner of Harchin? is -Tis very plcafaht and diverting to ohferve the
particularly lo G rW  Cairo, f  ^  difference of Coloua throughout all -the Reghns of the
ry common, tliitt they S u t  Uic^n- ' Vegftable Kingdom ■, the Roofs beinr, almoft all I ^ u ,  the
Ug. The Reafod for ail, ® "i Trlmhs cenerallv Green, and the fhrvers almoft infinitelye.e™e//of that Heat by which t̂ êy are hatch d a Hen Trunksjen

■ affords an we afe at prefent to enquireandit mutt undoubtedly dc-

h " 2 ; : r e E M  b e C o c  W
lead not foplaced.but that feme part fliould by rcafon of 
too much Heat impregnate fooacr than another, or Ihould 
fooner cool than another, and conrcqucntly not fo foon 
terfeft feme pans as it does others.
•  ^  <m A  i t / L  a. L ^  a *  A 4 / i t i

Now all Ch}mijis know the firft feat of Colours lies inthc 
Sulphur, from whofc different degrees of M.ttuntj arifes 
the difference of Colours The native Colour is a (jolien  ̂
the next a bright flaming Telhrr, which may be account-

Ur, more than out of that Elemei^. t ,k«.,r in lateral Decree in the Oppofitc. The fitft arifes from
.he T cm /cro A h c .  b?^hc ednsidion of u »irhar.

through the bcinri^old*^ aridTali (Sdn^ft Aqueous, the other with an Ighcous Matter,, or .rather
Land i but * jl«  v S  ?he t? ftiri! an Alteration in the Texture and Configuration, arifing
naturally binding “ A  would e- from its too great Aduftion, whence all Colours are o<^
tton IS hindered, . , - hin ĵpcd hy the clofenefs thing elfc but the fund ry mixture o f the Tinging Sul- 
;e a  sfm rlts ufual M«hod «  ^  B J  p ,,„ , mamrity
o f the Pores, and St,am, inwardly dilchargmg by y ™ .  Flooring, its Sulphur is iu perfeaion, which tfy its
inftead of .  nirdas aVhtsaiyin and various mixture with the Speciftck Juice, is conveyed

Queft. 9. w  through its proper duds into the Suneicy of the Plane,
wh; but one in the „a o v  Aces by the finenefs and tenuity of the Veffels,  its ex-

Anfw, T he Annents . . . .  ic^renairs to the kind anJbenign warmth of the Sun, whence
according toy€ii4n j  °  . i’. i e s N e f t  for rather^Fu- theroatterattenuatedandfubliracd,i5yctfurthcrcoocod-
t o i n  £|;pr, and which bv rcafon of its «d, till at laft it receives its ultimate perfedion after full 
neral P ile) of .1,* phanix Digeflion. In Poppies and otherPIancs of that kind,the Suit
high Situation, is  ̂ arifes;  ph«t «  more aduft and fetid, whence they are heavy and
in It, and out of her bianefs  ̂fwhich »«pify* I« Carnations-, (ifc. it more.approachcS 10 a bemgn
this Young one no fooner atta ns its ^ult bignelsaYo cn Oualitv bv one decree of Heat, whence

!•'

toiug chsc tile Taii, “rto r  K i t r
and Sky Colour,) but it prepwes it felf to, pay us la «cped it in a thing of this nature.
Duties to the Rcliqucs of, its Deceajed no but may cortiilt Mr. Boyle of Colours, where they’ll come
lays upon its Back, and carries them into Arabia, placing
them upon an i4lidr dedicated to the Sun, ^for «s a u  q  How Antimony emit dVlrtiie, and not
of the Sun,) after w hich, it flics up towards Heaven. Quantity ^
feeding upon pe^,and the F«m» of ■‘*7 ,/^. w ^ h ave  ^Thoufands of Inftances more in Bo-
and inftead of Drink, makes ufe of t p continually emit Virtues h nor can we
rife from the Sea flid 8 '«
common to Buds. T is faid.̂ t̂ ^̂  ̂ next Jnder / r l  ring in Particles, which convey them hither and thither
der Sefoftrts and Amafs ^ ^ Macedonians ■ Ornf without any fenfiblc Diminution of the Subfiarnce. The
lent,, who reigned T h ir d ^  ^  „hich ’ twerr to be wifti’d
ApoSom his Belo- might be trjed with.fome exquifitc Microfeopes, L e ^
PltnyyOvid, i  „  V/ith the ^ r d  cal- trofrs, or others, whcther.tliere could be any urad^monnm  5 the laft of which, confou^s u  wufi the bua cai .. Steel. This w- think
led Manucodratus. But the Impoflibiluy of the ^  can’t aft upon matter, but by mumr \
o f fuch a Bird is m d e n t, for accordmg his ^ d ^ c  w i C “ continual 'e.pcncel thoflgh
fingle Anima can Oenerate.^or U m ^ ^ ^  f°^.«Yaft/m entioned, by P.ruc/« fo > . ; .  that wc can’t

till' la f„  » d  t o  t h t  C o r tu p t io n  to  t v t -  o .  ‘  „  *

by‘ “  p t^ rt^ v L m ta t, ani d , „  n «  it t .  i t  d e 'J u r e ,  »

J i t u t / w o u T d  ( ig o ify  fo m e th in g  m  c o m m o n  t c c tp t t t ir , . ,  o f  the

Sfcdes i  a rc o rd m g  ‘ °  A u th o rs  w o r d , o n e  w h o  d o e s o n f y f t t / n u t t  in  H;ne]i Man, w h o
Rara Aus tn Tents, nigroque fmillima C gno.Mi A w h O K  p^ces under one Hood,thtnl(ing o n e  th ifig  and aĤ
th a t  h iv e  f e e o f  it h a v e  b o r r o w ^  fro m  ^ i S T e r  N o w  w h o e v e r  h e  b e  th a t  r t in f:-  in tos H eart
firms a lm o ft  a r y  th.ng, as Hmdota Caw a lm o ft e v e r y
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