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The Athenian Mercury.

Queft. I. T T " generaSy defired t

A Tis not fo much Old Age”
as Longer Li/e \vcdcfire ; and there-
fore chufc the Inconveniences ,of one onIy for the
Good of .the other.

Queft. 2. Whether Dr. Sheriock be -Dean of St. Paul
dc Kafto ordc.Jurc

Anftv. Both. As their Majcfties are King and Queen ;
nor does the Dr. any where in his Famous Book affirm
the contrary.

Queft. 2. Was the ufe o/Wme unknovn to the Antiailu-
vi'an World ? #

Al/i*» We fee no Reafon to believe it was; Ars longat
wMArcii/jpalTesfor an undeniable Maxim in our World;
but it held not in that’, where their extraordinary lon-
gevit\' gave them fuch great advantagesboth for the
accidcAcal invention, and rational improvemems of ail
nfeful Knowdedg. Now the Life of Man, and his natu-
ral Happinefs being one of the chiefeft things all pro-
vide for, 'tis very probable they would take all the care
pofTiSle @ make it' run as eafy as they could, efpecially
when they were given over to fuch a general Senfuality,
that they minded nothing beyond it; but the whole
Earth was corrupt before God. Nor is it fo eafy to be
imagined, how the whole Wdrld-could be fo entirely
Debauch’d without letting Wine conjc in for a (hare
in'c; efpecially Wire being a thing focafily invented,
and alinoft dropping of itseown accord out of the
Grape.

Further, that 'twas in Ufe before the Deluge, feems
rather favoured than denied in the cafe of Noah.G”. 9.
20,21. Nozh began to be an Husbandmart® and he planted
a Vineyards and he drank, of the Winej andtpos Drunken.
Some would, to excufe the Patriarch, have us believe he
Was uoacejuaincid with the ufe and nature of Wine, it
being newly invented,and fo unwittingly drank to Intoxi-
cation. But there’sno need of this, though zgoodMan”
he was but a Man* and as fuch might be guilty of an In-
firmity , as Lot was afterwards of one of a much fouler

"tis faid, began ( after the FloodJ to be
an Husbandman , and planted a Vineyard ; from which

Place we may as well argue,.he invented Husbandry,
which we kftow was as old as the Fall; God faying then
to Adant Thou fsalt tiU the Ground from whence thou wert.
tak%fueft. 4. Whether the Lives of the Patrtanhs were reday
dfiong as we generally thinkfem and whether we are to
reckon their Ages by Solar or Lunar Tears ?

Anfw. That they were much longer in the firft Ages
than fmee. Experience and Holy Writ teaches us, from
the gradual dccrcafe of their Years till facobh or per-
haps Daucts time, near which they have fince ftood,
Thrccfcorc and Ten, or Fourfeore being the Age of an

d Man now, as’twas then. Profahe rfwftarj alfo have,
not omitted to remark it;

Terra males Homines jtune educai atque fufiUas.

Says, one of them,denoting their Degeneracy. That we are*
to reckon the Lives of the. Antidiluviansby Solar and not
Lunar Years, appears to a Demonfiracion, both from this
Obfervatioo already made, and from the Impoffibility of
fixing the Period whcrc the'fuppofed account fhould be
firft chang'd fro v Lunar to Solar™ which elfe would be Ve-
ry ridiculous. For Moles when he went to deliver Ifrael,
muft be but .2Nx Years Old : Jacob when an old Mao, and
about Seventy Children and Grand-children, at his going
in before Pharaoh, hutTen Years Old. And fome of the
AMidiluvian Patriarchs, particularly MahaleH and pjitch,
little more than Five Years old each, and but Children!
themfclves when they begat Sons and Daughters; as will
ealily appear to any who will be at the pains to divide
the number of cheir Years byi2, which will very near
reduce the Solar into the Lunar. On this Hfad may be
well enough introduced a pretey Obfcrvacion fome have
made on the Ages of the Patriarchsthat chofe li-
ved/on”e/f, who married/4/e/l ; who li»edan 162
Years before he begat £f)5:B, reaching in all to 952; and
M.tbufela™AIO lived iZs) Years before he begat Laonech,

not d>irg till hewas 979. Tliis bbfervation we own
plcafanc ,» but not Solid , both becaufc the Patriarchs
might be Married fome Years before they had Children,
atd becaufc ( which is the furer Reafon } LamechMved
182 Years c're he begat Noah* and yet dyed at 777. One
thing more e're wc difmifsthis entertaining Subjeft |
though Methufelab lived moj} Tears of all the Patriarchs,
yet wc can’'t properly call him the Oldefi Man amongfl
them : For granting yfdam created in the fullnefs of
Strength and Vcgctc Manhood, which alt”low, the low-
eft time of wliich wc muft place in thofe Ages about do,
and adding to this Ins 970 Years, which he aduaily li-
ved, wc may retkon him 990 when he died; at which
rate, he was 21 Years older than Uetbujclah

Queft. 5. Wjether we may fuplofe the People before tbi
Floodf exceeded thofe after; as much in Stature and litrengtb
as in Longevity P

Anfw. If the Giants and idighty Men fpoken of ii» the
Sixth of Gerefts™ arc to be underftood in the Common
Senfc which the words feem to bear, it may appear pro-
bable, tha~thc generality of Men were notfuch betdre
the Flood, for thpy feem to be excepted from the reft qC
the World. There weteGiantsin theuEarihin thofe Days™
about the Birth of Noah, and alfo after that; ftippofc near
or fti the Flood, their Race being deftroyed by it, unleft
in any aceidcmal Monftrous Inftances, which afterwards
happened. This is obfcrvablc, that wc read of no Giants
after the Flood but among the pofterity of Curfed Cbavf
GoTtah, and the reft of the Philiftincs coming from
raim,- and the Makims from Canaan™ Gen. 10.

Queft. 6, Are there anyfuch Creatures as Pigmies ?

Anfw. Juft as much as Satyrs™ both of them being on-
ly of the Monkey-kjndi (bme greater™ as Drills iad ether.
Creatures diftovered in the Woods of Africa and Afiaf
near the Cape, and in other Places; of which fee the
Figures in O"Nlby™ and other Writers; fome lefs, not a-
hove two Foot highy whole Skeleton pretty well refemblei
a Mans; and fome of them are (hewn as fuffh to thofe
who underftand no better.

Not that we'd be thought to deny that there are Men
exceeding little (pardon the Solccifm) and yet exaft and
pcrfefUy form'd, as ard fome of the Seraglio Dwarfs, and
fuch as we have formerly had common enough in the
Court of England s though now as much out of Fafhion,
as Fools and Fardingals. . But what we affirm is this, That
there is no- fuch determinate diftinSi Nation, nor ever
was, in 6eing; nor are they any where to be found, ua®
lefs among the Severites and SeveringhU or in the fame
Latitude with P//n/s People of No~Mo«tbsy who lived on-
ly by the fmcll of Fruits and Flowers.

Queft. 7. ‘Pvhlt was the World made ofd

Anfw." Pre-exijient matter: The Judicious Reader may
perhaps ftare at the firft appearance of fo ftrange a notion;
out we dovbt not he'll be of another Mind, as foon &6

we have explained the Terms, and in what Senfe wc take °
By Wotld, we '

both the World and pre-exifient matter.
mean the orderly, frame of vifible things; by pre-exifing
matter, we mean a ChaoS, wlicn the Earth was without
form, and void\ or. as Ovid calls it, Rudis, indigeftarpie
Moles.
Earth. This Heaven muft be the higbefi of all, the Seat
of the slewed, bccaufe not the Vifible Heaven we behold ;
the Scat of the Sunand Moon, and Stars, fince we read
of this Firmament, or father Expanfe fome time after
Created. Tften comes the Earth, fuch a Mafs asis deferi-
bed, without Beauty, without Order; and therefore could
not, while it continued fuch, be properly ftiled Koc/x"t
Mundus, or the PVorld, but may well enough be eonfidcred
as pre-exiftent matter, inrefpedof what'twas afterwards.
Any other pre-exijient matter we deny, and know'tis im-
pofliblc to prove it, and abfurd to attemptit. If fuch/n<tf-
ter. It muft be Eternal, which cither makes two Eternal,
or matter it fcif tp be God, both of which fuppofitiohs
iTc.pureft Nonfenfe. Again, the ftep out of fuch Dif
order into fo regular and lovelv n Frame, feems little left,
perhaps is really greater, than out of n« Beipg at all, in-
to " Twas God who produced this fiance, as
the Querift fuppofes; asking what the World was made
ofi whidi impliesit made notit fclf; Nor will we thank

him

In the beginning, God created the Heaven and the .



him for fnch a grant, for it is impoffiMe for meet mat-
er properly or of it fclf, to aft or produce any rational
Operation.
Qucft.8. IVhetber the Pentateuch werewritten by Moles f
Anfw. There’s more depends on this Qaeftion, than
appears at firft fight} Mr. Hobs and others of

the fame Religion) not daring publickly to fee themfeivcs

againfi the AuOiority of the Scriptures, for fear of ha-
vmg their Tongues B.ored, or their Chee” Branded, have
gone a more cunning way to work,denying their

tyNa order to Icffen their Autborityy as indeed they would
gpa fair length towards both, could they once Mrfuade
us that chefe five Books were compofed long after Mofes
his time, as well ak thofe which follow them long aftci’
the matters contained therein were really tranfafted.
However by their leaves w™ muft take the Affirmative in
this great Queftion, and inorder to eftablifhthc Ti'uth,
ftall -firfl produce what proof we have for our Own Opi-
nion, then anfwer their Objeftions againft it 5 and
iaftly examin they contrary Hypochefis, and prove the
falfbood and abfurdicy thereof. .

We prove then, that thefc Five Boojts were really
written by Mofes.; Faom the Univcafal Traditional
TefUmony both of Jews, Chriftians and Heathens, much
more than we have tor Homer\ Pindar's, VirgiPs, Conpt-
fius's Works, which from a finglc, narrow, national Tra-
dition, we fo firmly believe to be theirs whofe Names
they War, that a Man would deferve no other Anfwer
but Laughte”™ who affirm’d the contrary. The Jews and
Chriftians none will difputcns: The Amicnt, very an-
tient Heathensaffirm as much. Orpheus himfelf, or ifnot
he,.one allowedly very antienc, mentions him, his Works,
his’ve”™ Name, as ylearly as it could* be expreffed in
Greek™ (C~foysn O and that as a Lasvgiver, ( tit ropioff)
and quotes out of him the fame things we now find In
the Writings which bear his Name.

But we have infinitely a more fure word of frophe-
fy, and are able to demonftrate in this veafe, as well as
fAcral others, that thofe who believe Hobs, muft deny our
Saviour ; for \is he who exprefly and frequently appeals
to the of Mofes, the (Jation being long before that
time fixed as 'tis now, asour Adverfarics own. They have
M(”«s asidthe Prophets, fays our Saviour \ no, they have
not Mofes, fays Mr. Hobs, only a parcel of Law and Hifto-
ry drawn up in his Name by no Body knows whboiVtnm
bmtmP .And had t»t Dives read the Leviathan, though
he was not fo happy to be bora when the World was en-
lightened with fo profound an Oracle, he might eafily,
have rejoyn’d upon Abraham, and ftift prefled for fome
more extraordinary Arguments to convert his Brethren,
thofe he had produced not-being authentick, norfuffi.
dent for that purpofe. Again , ih another place, what
did Mofes command, why was this asked, if not unan-
fwerable ? So Sc. Luke 24.27. Beginning at Mofes and all
the Prophets *and to add no more, Sc. Mark*12.26. Have
ye wt read in the Book.of Mofes, how in the Bufh Godfpake
unto him i whereas according to thofe Gentlemen, they
might have anfwercd. No, they had neverread it to the
Book of Mofes, only in that of Exya. Furtlier, wearc
able to prove 'Three of thofe Books at leaft quoted as his.
Bxodusis called the Book of Mojes in the place juft men-
tioned v and again in Heb. 9. 19. Leviticus is faid to be
the Writing of Afo/er, Rom. 10. 5. Deuterommy in the
11b of the hHs and thegy, or whaeis equivalent. Texts
are taken from thence, whereof Mofes is affirmed to be
the Author.

1 Their Objeftionsagainft,this Hypothecs, afechefevc-
ral Paffages as they fancy in chefe Writings, which agree
not to cht time of Mofes” the chiefarc thefc following.
(pott. 1?. 7- Mndthe Canaanice and the Pcrrizzicc dt”eUed
then in the Land; whence they'd argue, they dwelt not
there no»», when this was written 5 and therefore the
Book of Genefis compofed ~fter the Canaanites were ex-
pcll'd. Of the fame Nature is that Expreffion unto this
Day, (chough this rather belongs to the fucceeding Books,
yffiua, Judges, &c. being rarely if ever found in the Pen-
tateuch.) For, fay they, were not the time wherein
thofe things were tranfafted long pafs’d, it were not
proper for the Hiftorian to fay things continued in fuch
or fuch a State, till this day. Another A'-gumcnc is Mo
fes his Speaking of Himfelf as a third Perfon, commend-
ing, difcomracnding, i*c. which they think he’d not
have done had he wrote himfelf. Another, the naming
of Places, particularly Ddff, which was not fo called, till
many Years, nay Ages after. Another, the Death of Mo-
fes being deferibed in the laft Chapter 5 and laftly, the
coherence and connexion between thofe Books, and the
fucceeding, as far as And thus we have endeavour-
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ed fairly to reprefenc the ftrcngch of their Objeftions,
wliercanto we give thefc following, and we hope faiU-
foftory Anfwvers.

And firft, Ihould we. grant that the High Friefts or
Scribes inevery Age, having the keeping of the Sacred
Canon, made what literal or. verba! Additions or Alic-
ations they thought fit, as direfted by the Spirit of-God,
to render them more plain and intelligible to the Church,
for whofe ufc they were written; This would without
morcado.clear all the Controverfy. Butwe think there’'s
np need of making ufe of this general Shield, while we
arc able to put by every particular Stroke which lias been
made at the Antiquity of thefc Books. The firft is tke
Canaanitf and the Peri”¥“Nire were then in the Land-* whence
they’d argue,they were n?f/oat the Writing the Hiftory ;
but we deny thacto.be a fair way of rc.ifonmg-: That
Particle then relating not always to time prefect, but fome-
times to the time paft, and thaias properly is the other.
Thus we may well enough fay, fuppofing in the. time of
WilliamR u fu sthe Normans v/c«. thenin the Land, re-
ferring to their not having been fo before, or. of fuch or
fuch a Year before pafs'dj fuppofing onehad.lived in 6$.
the Plague was thenin the City, notatall affirming it wot
there when we fpokc it. Now we find good reafon for
this Expreflion, the Canaanice was then inthe'L.wd.Ge:n,
12.8. oecaufe of what follows. The Lord fad, untothy
Seed wVtlgive this Land; it being a CemmendaciQU of
the Faith of Abraham, that he believed what was pro-
mifed when 16 little likelihood thereof. Again Chap. 15.
ver, .7. There was a Strife between Abraliam’s and Lot’s
Herdmen, and the Canaanice dwelled then in the Land,
The Inconvenience and Scandal of their Strife being in-
finuaced, when they were among fuch ill Nci,> hbours;
for which Rcalon too, Abraham miglic urge copcord bc-l
tween them, and fays, Let there be no Strife, for we are
Brethren ? ‘

The Second Exprdlioo, Vnto this Day, fignifiesan un-.
determined fpacc of time,more or Icfs, and may as well
and as fairly be applied to a ftiorc time as a long on*.
Thus 'tis faid of Rabab the Harlot, She herfelf not her
Family, She dwedeth in Ifracl unto this day, Jofti. 6. 25.
which therefore could, not be long after the time where-
in the thing happened.

As forw jw bXifpeakingof himfelf, in the Third Per-
fon, fo docs St. yoAn, and many other Weiters, nothing
being more common. As for his Commending, Difpraifin™
himfelf, <(yc, it argues the authority, fimplicity and ira-
paniality of his Writings. Asfor hisnaming Placet zn
they were long after called, we may without violence af-
fnmiz zpropheticalProlepfis; for why mayn’'t Names of
Places, as well as Things be fpoken of by Prophefy,to make
the thing prophefied more unqueftionable when it begins
to befulfilled ? as Cyrus and others. For thc«addition of

few Lines at the latter end of Deuteronomy, giving’'an
account of his Death, that indeed might be added by
fucceeding Governors, ]cfl)ua or Eleaxet, as a Poftfeript,
chough the reti ali his own Writing.

But then theyargue from the Connexionand Coherence

between the different Book's, both thefc Five, and the
fucceeding, that they were all the work, of one Hand\
whrch leads to the examining their Hypothefis, which
they advance inftcad of the old one, namely, that after
theDeftruftion of the Temple, .dl the Copies of the Ho-
ly Books were burnt T when, feys the Apocrypha, F-fdras
or £/5'<* by the ftrengch of Memory recovered them again
word for word; fay thefc Men, he out of all the Sacred
Books compofed what we have now, giving the firft Five
the name of M6fes\ to gain them the highet Authority,
sand adding the reft as he thought fit. But neither can
this hold, bccaufethis Story pf £/«tis all Apocryphal,
and much more what they biiild upon it ; becaufe there
were fcvcral Copies of thefc Books written out for the
King, and probably too for the Levites and Expounders
of the Law in their Cities and Synagogues : Becaufe the
Book of Mofes is mentioned exprcfsly., both in the
Chronicles, Ls"ra,and Nehemiah. Becaufe we find in the
Writers after the Captivity, feveral ChaldeeVfotdi, and
almoft whole Chapters, but hoc fo in the Pentateuch, &ci
Becaufe the Samaritans had, and ftill have the Pentateuch,
chough they hid nothing to do svith the Jewr after their
Captivity. Laftly, Becaufe the ATk,of God is deferibed in
fome of thofe Books”™ vis™ 2 Chron. 5. 9. aithen, v'-henthe
Bookwat writ, continuingin the fame pofturc is was when
removed by Solomon; They drew out the Staves of the
Ark, and there they are nntothis day ; but neither Strtves
nor Ark, as 'tis notorioufly known, continued under the
Second Temples. And as for the Connexions, they might
be made as the Poftferipe of Deut. before mentioned.
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