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The Athenian Mercury.
Qieft. I . ~ Y ^  Salamander is a-

hk to live in the Ftn  ? 
Arifw. PicriHi in his Hie- 

roglyphicks, fty s , IVhereas 'tis commonly faid^ 
that a Salamander extingwjhtth Fire^ we have 
found by experience, that it is Jo fa r  from quench- 
i/ig Hot Coals, that it dieth immediately therein. 
Naturalifi:$ have obferved, that Newts or 
W ater-Lyzards (efpecially i f  their Skins be 
prickedO asalfo Frogs, Snails and fneh Crea­
tures, &c. will endure the flame for a longer 
time chan others w ill, by reafon o f an ex­
traordinary Coldmfs which dijfipates aridfcatters 
the fame fox z little time ; fo there are feveral 
Unguents made by art to prelerve from xhe 
power of f  re for feme time, and wherjcby a Man 
may handle or tread upon hot Iron, but not 
to continue fo long without renewing their 
Unguent.' 7he Royal mention an'Expe­
riment o f a Salamander put into the fire, and 
there came from it a fort o f a gelid .moilt 
humour, which refifled the power o f the fire for 
a little time ; but 10 fay that it will always 
refift, or that it is its proper Element to live 
in> is againft all Credible Authority and E x­
perience.

Qliell. 2. I f  there were any men before Adam ? 
^ f w .  Vide Numb. p. Queft. i ,
Qiieft, 3, Whether Jeptha really Sacrificed his 

JJoHghter or not ?
The Painter ufually deferibes this 

ictiirc in the pojhtre o f yibraham SacVificing 
ms Son Ifaac, but very improperly, both 
from the T ext and other very good reafons  ̂
for 'tis obfervable that flie went to deplore 
hervirpnity  with her fellows, not her death : 
And alto that when Jeptha did unto her ac­
cording to his Vow, it is immediately added, 
Md Jhe k êw\on M a n : Alfo accord ing to Treme- 
ttus, Ibamfilu ffraelitaram ad confabnlandum cam 
plia Jeptha qaatuor diebus quotannis. ' The 
^aughters of Ifrad  went to talk with the 
Daughter of Jeptha yearly four days in a 
year : From all which places *tis more than 
mghly probable,-that this Offering was on- 
iy a dedicating her unto the Lord, as is the 
Cuflom now o f the Romijh Church in the 
reparation o f  &c. Eefides, at that time 
me Oblation o f  unclean Heafts, much more 
humane Sacrifices were forbidden by the Law 
mGod. Fun her, whereas the Common Tran- 
hacion has Erit Jehova &  oferum ilUd holocau  ̂
F^tn’ TremdUis renders it, Eritfnqnam, Jehova 

ofierum Hind holocanfium, which takes away 
•C difficulty, and fairly bids, that whatever 

comes out o f my houfc will be either pro- 
Per for a Sacrifice , or not 5 i f  proper, it 
‘nail be a Sacrifice  ̂ it not, as in the Cafe o f 
y y  D aughter, Jehova erit, & c. fhe fhall be 
dedicated to the Lord.

^ u e lt. 4. Whether i f  J.^v!yersfi:ou^d ered an 
f t / T '  of Eftates, itwoiPd not

A>ifw. The greater Corrujjtion o f  ta w  
the greater the Imercl't and profit o f the 
Lavyyers. W c m ayexped the Lawyers ( /  
tnean the Common Jo rt) m il  pufh on a refor- * 
mation o f Law , wlien Vfiirtrs grow Charita­
ble. Ih e ie  is no Convenience without its fn- 
convemence t But i f  the Parliament fhou’d 
eredtluch an Office o f Enfitrance, perhaps it 
might not be lo much to the Detriment o f 
111 Men, asfnch Lnfurance wOu’d be to the 
benent o f both good and bad : It wou’d 
prevent the rnine oj thoafands who muft abide 
the Expoljtionol yiwbigkcHs Sentences, where 
Inte. eit or Prejudice may add or diminifh 
y  e 1  ruth : 1 he length o f Expeufive Lm -fm ts, 
luch circumventing Tricks in dealing,that we 
want Prdidents for,and which theLaw can nei­
ther reach nor remedy,with innumerabic other 
JncoBvcniencies: But thefe are our ert 
private Iheaght, It the Qiierift ex-pefts 
Jram our focuty Rules or Politicks o f State 
m agilferiy  and decifive; W e beg his pardon’ 
and equally defire Cori-efpondence with him 
and the Lawyers.

Queff. 5. Whither the antient Philofophcrs 
ttpon fuppofition o f living good lives, can be r e l  
Jon ably thought to be damned i

j^ fw  N o, there is no refpeft o f  perfons 
with God j but m every Nation, he that fear^ 
eth hm and worketh righteoufhefs, is accepted 
of h m : T-here is a natural Religion written 
in every Mans heart, and thofe that arc dc 
nitd a greater Light fhall be judged accordins 
to that, Rom, 2. and u ,  14 ,  T is  rme 
indeed, the Apoflie has faid, then is no Iher  
name given under heaven whereby we may be 
Javed, but by the name o f Je fu s : but it wou’d
be a very narrow, uncharitable interpreta­
tion to limit Salvation to the Letter ■ What 
( i f  fo ) mull become o f the Sons o f 'believing 
parents, who a e born deaf, and yet by Signs 
ancl -^kens are Drought to a knowledge o f 
^ e ir  Duty,and o f fomeone that died fo r \ m  >
T is iiTipoflible to make ’em know it was Jefus 
and yet not impoflible they may befav^d* 
Salvauon by ChriR is y e r t u a l U J u o r J Z t a f .  
wemay be raved by believing chefecond Per!

thens by believing there was a God, believed 
infiimeirentially, tho’ not perfonally and fo 
con d not imfs inebent^t o f his rededptiou any 
more than the Patriarchs and the hophets 
before his Incarnation. ^

Qiielh 5. An Hare is an Hundred Tards hi- 
f m  a Do^ and the Dog runs 2 ;  fa fitr than 
the Hare, Siuery hroo many Tards Jhall the Dot 
run before he overtakes h er} ^

^ » fw .  See towards the latter end o f 
Wingates Arichmccick for the manner o f  
working this Qiieftion.

Quell, 'j. Bow comes it to pafŝ  that a Bottle 
being fiopt with a firong big Cork  ̂ and let
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irtta the Sea fuch a Number o f Fathoms that the away ail its oven excufe-  ̂ and belidcs therc’i  . 
Cork (hall then be drawn and forc'd into the ftill as great difference l^cwcen a falfe Rdigion 
Bottle} various Modes o f the truej as bc-

Anfw. W e know this to be matter o f tween CijiWrcB in their and when growu
faft and the r-eafon o f it may be (ought up to years of Difcretion. But fuppolmg 
lone enough by thofe chat have not confi- ’ em in thofe circumftanccs, luppofing the 
derd the internal Power o f each Element. Parents o f the True Religion  ̂ ( as one fuch there 
F ir lto fa ll, this (hews how deep the Elemerit mult b e; and fnppoiing a Child inclined to 
o f  Air may mingle with and penetrate into a falfe , The Parent can’ t , we think, be 
that of W ater, to hinder Vacuities, and confe- granted to have more fovtr than the M a- 
quen»‘ly  we may make a proportionable gifrate'-, now the Magiftrate's power  ̂ who 
eftimate how far the Element o f Air may is Cufhs utrinf^ue TabuU^ the Guardian^ or 
have {omt power in its operation in the Ele- Keeper o f  both Tables  ̂ mzy reach to the pro  ̂
ment o f  Fire above. ’T is not only the nature hibition o f z falfe 5 but in the fudg-
o f animate but inanimate Bodies ( fuch as the ment of the molt and belt Chriilians, not to 
Elements ;  to a d  as independently as they the violent enforcement o f the 7r«e, a mc- 
can ; Nature abhors a Vacuum^ and the Ele- thod our Saviour never nfed nor approvd 
ment o f W ater, lb.m any Fathom from its ( he whipt ill men indeed out o f the Temple, 
fupcrficies, is ftrong* enough to a d  its part but never intot)  nor is it fuitable to humane 
without being aflilted with another Element, nature , or likely to produce Kuy effeSi, but 
The Air in the Bottle defeending lb low, as making men Hypocrites. On the other fide, 
that no more o f  its Element can come to its fuppofing the o f a >//r Religion, and
aflillance, is aflaulied by the innate power o f  the Child o f the True, ’ tis yet clearer that 
the aqueous Element i wherefore contrading neither has he any power to compel him to ac- 
its fe lf in the Bottle to refift that force, a Company him to his o^n falfe worffip, nor. 
Vacuity wou’ d necelTarily follow, which the when the Child h  o f  j^ge and Difcretion 
W ater ftriving to fupply, burfts in the Cork, enough to chufe for himielf, to hinder him 
and banilhes the little Rebel A ir 'm o  its own from embracing the true-, nor is the Child at 
Boundaries again. aW obliged by his Commands, either on one

Qiielt. 8. What was the mark. Cod fet upon lide .or the other, lince, i f  God Commands, 
j  ’ one thing, and the Parent, nay the Ku.g ano-

Anfw. T he Rabbins fay that bis Flelh was ther, ’tis an eafy cafe whether o f the two we 
erufted and made invulnerable; and that ought to obey. Though in the rhean time fuch 
Lamech when l.e kill’d him, wounded him in dijfent ought to be accompanied with the 
the Fye] I know a Gentleman, whofe mif- greatefl: modelly refptcl and duty imaginable 
fortune it wastofei//his Friend in a Z>w/(and to the Parent, that it might plainly appear 
honourably; according to that-N otion the 'twzs Confcience, not Stubbornnefs ox Humour, 
W orld now has o f Honour; and though upon was the true reafon thereof, 
his T rv a l he came off with his yet the whether the soul of Man knowetb all tkings
“  ^  /r Kin to come, but ts hindered by the dulnefs -of Bodtly Or-adion made fuch an Imprcffion upon his  ̂  ̂ 3 j  j

Spirits, that he carries a viftble m a ^  of horror Anfw. No: But sather chan the Vroponent fhould chink 
and diiurbance in his Countenance to this day ; we txe fmguUry and have our own Abridgments and li-

rnrh on nnn that miifix: manv rhinkinu mitatioDsfor the 5s«/, w: 11 allow ic as greae a Preroga- andluch an one, tnat cames many tmnKing as the and Fallen spirits, neither of
perfons, that are itrangei S t O him, to take a properly ^  raid to have any vud, Organous or Bodi-
particular notice o f him, when they meet either in refped <'f their or
him. One amoneft the reft meeting him in Therefore we Ihall firrt confulc the Nature of AngdSy

.^nllM 1-n̂ .Ku thf. Arm  fA takp which we Ihall find in an C/.#f with the if/'/ir of m y company, pulld  me by the Arm to take j„^f,Lukc 20.3s, aid ye: Knowledge is
notice o f  him, ana when he was palt by, told Ihorr, both in refpeft of the Alyfcy of Redempthn, and
me that Gentleman has the Characters tlic preftUnce of things tocoihci i per. 1 . 12. a/..y..24.
o f Cain leaibiy written in his Face 5 I  told my From which laft place, we may atguc a Mu}:ri that
^  . , , 1 j  ___l i ip j   ̂ %jf.„ . if thofe Angels who continue obedienr, arc dcfettive in
F r ie n d  he had unfortunately ^  r their Knowledge, then certainly the F.it.WSpnKr are Ig-
Friend rcpli’d, he did not know it betore I  norantof things to come, unlefs feme will prove that 
told him : I am perfwaded that this was CaitPs they found a greater Knovvledg by their Fall, than Adam
^  L * did by his,wX-hb Guilt and Nakcdtefs.Eutto be fuH,once

iwr .1 -V. / r  I r  d . - o,..*. foralljcheProphct/ydirf^F.C.it.u.aa.arguingaeainftpreifnd-
Queft. 9* Whether it s lawful for Parents Prophctick Spirits,faysjfceip us things to come, andhereby 

to force their children to the fame way of Wbr- we (Isall know that ye are Gods \ by which place'tis. eafily 
(kip they themfehes profefs f  And whither Chii- gatbered; chat all the Knowledg of Angels znd,Spirits, is

 ̂ aIvw tUfin, 9 ' cither fuch as they have in Comirtflv'os from God Al-
dren ) 1 ^ J1 ’ j-rr • mighty, or elfc fuch as they gather from Scripture Pro-

Anfw. Theies undoubtedly a dltrerenCC’ in phecics and natural Ohfervjtions of Second Caufes, of 
Worfhips \ there can be but one befi, and trueff ; which Uft fort is the Devils Knowledg,- and hie Angels} 
and therefore others muft be comparatively t? which ma '̂be added the Corrcfpondcncc chat
* j  • • Cfc A wfiy keep amongft themfeivcs by/peefl'i firrjndr, whereby
falfe and impious, and confequently it muft hare quicker advices than others, and a'l without
be a greater fin for a Parent to force a Child any spirit of prophecy, or any fupcrnatural Kiiowl̂ :dg lix’d 
to Z falfe worlhip, than a true': Howfoever, in ihcfc incorporeal fM itiesfor from the laft cited Text,
it muft be acknowledned this does not in the ‘iiL uiuiL L'o ^  r  r  ir , b̂at whereby he particularly dilhrruifies kmfelf
leaft remove the Utfficulty, becauie/^ye and fuch as would pretend a foTeknowledgff what it rureveU’ 
true are equally confident they arc in the ble, either immediately by himflf, or-the natural Order 
right, and even an Erroneous confcience obliges, '>f which alfo are very often hio'

though not to ufe fuch methods as wou’d take
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