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The Athenian Mercury.

Qiicit. 1.7 '“"‘jjT7 Hat are the Htmofi EjfcBs
% /\/ ofloy, and hu”™ does it o-
: V T  fcrate on the AffeBions? .
Aiifw. Sadden Joy Kills as well asfadden Grief:
J)iag9ras Rhodias., hearing his Three Sons were
vidorious at the Olymyick® Games in one Day,
died immediately in that franfport ofJoy” and
fo did Dyonififts., Sophocles and Philippides.,- upon
winning the Bays from pther Stage-players;
and what is yet ftranger, Zeuxis that famous
Painter, having made the Portraiture of an
Old Woman very odly, died with Laughing at
it. Grief deftroys a Man by a Violent agita-
tion of the Spirits, and fndden condehfation
agi™in, whereby they are too much thronged,
their Avenues obftrufted, and their Con”merce
with the Air hindred 5 fo that the Heart
1wanting refpiration is ftified. Joy produces
the fame cfFe<™ from contrary caufes, namely
by a too great dilation of.the Spirits ; they
who dye for Joy, are of a Sanguine, Soft, and
Rare Contexture ~fo that when this dilation
of Spirits happens,they .leave theHeart defti-
tute of Succourf and the Ventricles doling
together, they perilh under this Paifion.
Queft. 2. IVhence proceeds the ShutQrkiti}
~Anfw. Phyficians have imputed this Shuter-
ktn (which reicmblesa W eefd; to the Steam
and warmth of the Stove-Pots™ which vivifies
the natural irrigation ofthe which has
a tendency to form fomething, as the Guts

and Inteftines, by an undue’difpolltlon of
Heat, &c. form Worms /it jifually comes forth

with the Birth of the Firft Child, which it
fometimes Corrodes\ as foon as it comes into
the open Air, it will run- up the Walls, and
ftrive to hide it fejf, but they do all they can
to kill it immediately.

Qiieft. 3. Do the Deceafedroalk

Anfw™ Not Corporally j for at the fame time as
the Refemblancc or Apparition of fomething
like fuch or fuch a Deceafed Party haunts a
Place, you may find the Body of fuch a Per-
fon in the Grave,- as by the Spirit is reprefent-
€d. So that I cannot fee it irrational to con-
clude, that it may be either the Spirits of fuch
Perlons, who yet in love with their Bodies,
after their Separation, do wander up and
down reftlefs and diffatisfied j or that the
Ilevil, according to a Learned Author, af-
fumes fuch HkenefTes in his Pride, as if he
boafted over that Mortality which he has been
the Caufc ofi

Qiieft. 4. We have an account w Barth. Hilt.
0/ +* Afonfirons Birth, Two Brothers born to-
gether, bothbaptiz.ed,c. Query, How fijall they
urife at the Day of Judgment}

Anfw, Becaufe the Reader fhan'c want the
fatisfadion of the whole Story, wc ftiall, Be-
fore wc give our Sentimentsof it, lay down

.theRelation 5 viz.. | faw (faith Barthalinusf)
Laz.arus.Colluredo t\Q Genoan, zzHafnia,
after -at BafU, when he Was Twenty Eight
Years of Age, bujein both Places with Amaze-
ment. This Caz.arus had a little Brother
growing out at his Breafl:® who was in that
Pofture bofn'with him ~if Imiftake not, the
Bone called Xiphoides, in both of them grew
together” his Left Foot alone hung downwards,
he had 2 Arms,only 3 Fingers upon each Hand;
fome appearance there was ofthe Secret Parts,
he moved his Hands, Ears and Lips, and had
a little beating in the Breaft; this little Bro-
ther voided no Excrements, but by.the Mouth,
Nofe and Ears, and is nourifhed by that which
the greater takes. He has diftind Animal and
Vita] parts from thegreater, fince lie Sleeps,
Sweats and moves when the.other Awakes
Refts, and Sweats not. Both received their
Names at the Font, the greater thatof Laza-
rus, and the other that of Johannes Baptifia.
The Natural Bowels, as the Liver, Spleen, &c.
are the fame in both 5 Johannes Baptifia hath
his Eyes for the molt part (hut, his Breath
fmall,fo that holding a Feather at his Mouth,it
fcarce moves;but holdingtheHand there,we find
fmall and warm Breath y His Mouth is ufually
open, and always wet with Spittle; his Head
is bigger than that of Lazarus, but Deform-
ed ; his Hair hanging down, while his Face is
in an upward Poftnre: Both have Beards, Bap-
tifia %onegleded, butthat of Lazarus is very
neat. Lazarus is of alJuft Stature, a Decent
Body, Courteous Deportment, *and Gallantly
attired i he Covers the Body of his Brother
with his Cloak: Nor could you think a Mon-
fter™ lay within, at your firft Difeourfe with
him ; he feemed always of a conftant Mind un-
Icfs that now and then he was follicitous as to
hisend; for he feared the Death of his Bro-
ther, as prefaging that when that came to pafs,
he alfo fliould expire with the ftink and putre-
fadion of liisBody ; aad thereupon he took
greater care of his Brotlier than of Himfcif.
We have a Defeription of this from other
Hands, but liy all chat Wecan gather, wefind
no Lineaments of a Rational Soul in Baptifia,
nor fo much of the Animal as Brutes have
his Brother-lliall rife wiciiouchim at the Day
of Judgment, for there will be no Monfters
at the RefurrebHon and if be notra-
tional; he will be reckoned in the Claffis only
of Animals5 but if he has a Rational Soul,
which is only hindered ading, by theunfitnefs
of Improper Organs, then he will berank’'d
amongft Children , Fools and* IdeotS at
the laft Day ; but will rife feparatc, with a
perfed Body, not with another Body, but the
fame Specifick Body, adapted and fitly orga-
nized for a future State.

Queft.
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Qiicft. <. fiord thofeplaces are reconcilahle™ St,
Mat. 26. 34. Before the Cock crow, thou
{halt deny me thrice ¢ and St. Mark 14. 6Si,
70. But he deaied, and the CocKcrero\ he de®
niedir aga\n.*and the fecond Time the Cocfe”crcTP,
Oind u 72. he callM to mind the word ot
Icfus before the Cock crow twice, & ci

jdlw, St. iW” ri®exprcires it more fully than
St. MMihexQ. Tis known the Cock’ gene-
rally crows twice, once a little after Mid-
night, the fecond time about Day-break 5
*cwas the fecond and more remarkable of
thefe crowings St. Aiatthevo takes notice of,
St. Mxri~of both.

Quelt. 6. Tis.fdidofSt, VeXtvsfecond demal
St, Mark 14. 69, A Maid faro hiM again : Bat
St, Luke 22. 58. That “was a Man” for Jo
St. Peter calls him: Man 1 am not. fiovp
does this QUadrare ? .

Anfw. I'he thing founds much harlhcr m
our Tongue thanin the Original. For Man,
the word AvApaj-rof is there ufcd,in Latin Homo 5
both which words arc of the Epicene Gender,
and apply*d, as every School-boy knows,either
to Man or Woman. As even in our own
Language, when wc fay Man or Beaft, we in-
clude the Feminine in the firft as well as the
Mafculine. .

But if this fhou'dfeem fomethlng ftraln d,
there’sa feCond interpretation, which is very
natural and eafy. Once more, we are always
to interpret thofc Texts which are not fo
fnU by thofc which treat more amflyoi the
fame Subjea:: Grant but that reafonablc Pcr
mand, and there’s no Difficulty in thefc
places. o !

Wc fay then, that there was more than
oneperfon, who charged St, Teter at this fe-
cond time with being in the Garden. Noris
this faidCr~ mj for St. :JoK who givesa
more diftindt account of thofc occurrences
than other Evangeliftsf bcing.alfo, as *tis ge-
nerally own’'d, there adtually prefent with
St.Percr) tells us at his fecond Denial, THET
faid unto him, &c. And if more than one,
as'tis the Plural number, where’'s any In-
congruity, that both a Maid and t Man,
and fevcral of’em too (were there any need
of it) might at the fame time charge him
with the fame thing? Wc own the Proverb

They faid ™ in the Greek is com-
monly taken indefinitely for one or more,
iignifying no more than “vas faid: But

granting this, the other fenfe is as ufual,
and yet further is plainly intended here,
and relates to more perfons than one 5 which
appears to any who fliall compare the 18.
v.andthe 25. Inthe 18. thus-The Sci-vants
and Officers flood there, who had made a Fire,
and they warm*d thcmfelves 5 and Peter flood
and warm’d himfelf- the fame matteris evi-
dently return’d in the 2”th. jind Simen Peter
food and rearmed himfelf They faid therefore
mto him &c. Who, but the Servants and
Officers before mentioned ?

Q. 7.Txod 33.v. 1L And the Lordffak™ to
Mofes, Face to Face;' Compar'd with v, 20.
Thoit canjl Hot fee my Face and Live, How do
iliefe agree ?
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Anfr. The Face of God is taken fometimes
for Gods Effence, and perfedf Glory: at
other tiroes for his prefence only, his Favour,
and Perhaps his Church, as Cain complains,
From thy Facefall / be hid, and afterwards
he went out fiomthc prefence of the Lord.
In a third fenfe tis taken for a more par-
ticular raanifcftation of Gods Clary , more
than the latter, Icfs than the foimer, that-
Shechinah™ as the jews call it, for Glory of the
Lord, which appeared fo often over the mer®
cy-feat, both in the Tabernacle, and fometimes
afterwards in the Temple of Solomon. 1 his
CloryofC,odth€]cm call thePrefence of God,
or Face of Cod, and thofc who were honour'd
with any fuch extraordinary glorious appear-
ance,though but of an Angel, arc faid to have
feen God, tlie Face efCod” or feen God Face to
Face ¢, As JacobAtanoah” the Children of Jfrael®
and here in the luh, v. Mofes.,, as appears
farther from the preceding Verfes, The Cloudy
Pillar dtfcetided™and the Lord talked with Mojes
fin other places, the Glory ofthe Lord appear'd)
‘But ftill Mofes defir'd to have fome greater
Tokens of Gods Favour, and lo fee bimi
tis probable, as the Bleficd Angels do in Hea- .
ven: iBcleech thee, fays he, v, \%.Jhewme
thy Glory 3 to which he is anfwered, Thou
canft not fee my Face, for no Man lhoud
fee me and live: He cou*d not have fucha
Sight of God as was too bright for a Mortal
to bear,and was referv’'d to make up a great
part of the Happinefs o f Heaven.

Qiieft. 8. How mujk St. Pauls words be under™
ftood 1 Itondwuh myfe If accHrfedfrom God, for
piy Brethren, my Klnjmen’\accordlngto4ae FUJh}
Rom. p.37? 1

Anfw, Either Hyperbolicallyy whereof we
have given feveraljinflances,c/?-. Or
only as a temporal Anathema, he cou’d wil-
lingly be flruck Dead as a lignal Mark of
Divine Vengeance., or undergo, a temporal
Beprobation (as fome will tell us that in the
~th of the Romans is,) fo his Countrymen
might be converted, or have the Gofpel re-
main amongft 'em-

Quefl. 9,Whether arethewordsof St. Peter,
2. Ep. 3. Chap. V, 5. For this they willingly
are ignorant of, that by the word of God the
Heavens were of old, and the Earth fianding
out ofthe water, and in the water, are fairly
interpreted by Mr. Burnet in his Theory of
the Earth ?

Arjfw. | think tis fo ingenious an interpre-
tation, that 'tis almoft pity it ffiou'd not be
a true one : Whether it be or no, will require
more time to confidcr than will be here
allow'd, and isintended to be diftindly done
in the progrefs of our Papers, as well as all
other Syfterns of the Earth and Heavens.
In the mean time i'ra neither fo angry with
that Glofs asa certain Reverend perlon, who
fome time fincc found little lefs than Herefy
in't 5 nor can very well accout how thofc to
whom St. Peter then wrote, coa’d be willingly
ignorant of what none ever knew, till this in-
genious Cent, difeovered it*, and which if true,
St. Peter hiinfelf cou’d not know without a
particular Revelation.
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