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The Athenian Mercury.
Qi'efl'. T  71 ytoother it be Uvcfal to do 

\ \  ' evil that good may come 
on’ t ?

Not, i f  St. TaiU be in the fight, 
who tells us, thole who do To, their damna­
tion is jiifi : jBut the feat isle ii People fhoud 
miftakc, as foinedonow as well as formerly, 
call m i good  ̂ und good evil,

Qii. 2. I f  the Soul be immediately infafed ̂  
Hoa» did Levi pay Tithes in Abraham i  And 
does not that Text imply that Levinj<fj produced 
cut of Pihxz}]2m both Soul and Body 1 

Anfy. Thofe words o f L e v ti paying Tithes 
, i«, Abraham^ are not to be taken in a itrLt 
literal fenfe, but more lax and accommo­
date, as appears by the fofening expreflion 
the Apollle ufes juft before as %7nf well
enough rendered in our own Tranflation tas^ 
I may fo fay that is, his Body was ori-
gmallŷ  or potentially in Abraham *,tho’ the fenfe 
wou’d be yet more mollified if, we iliou d, as 
we may well enough, interpret which 
we tranfiate [i In X  hy C Ter, 3 by or thorough 
Abraham. iCs further plain, that tis in this 
figurative fenfe only the Apoftle fpeaks, from 
the next expreflion — Levi who receiveth 
Tithes, that is, his Succeflbrs and Family, caiTd 
after his name, than adually did it;

Qiieft. 3. A ll men finning in Adam, How 
mdd that bcy unlefs all were in him ?

Anfw. This (^leftion’s o f the feme nature 
with the other, lent, i f !  am not rriiftaken, by 
the fame, perfoii, and admits much the fame 
Anfwcr. I f  he means their Souls, they mull 
be, i f  at all, in Adam^ either oElually or poten­
tially, I f  actually, he muft be a Monfter' in- 
deedro have fo many Souls to one B ody; nor 
can it be fuppofed their actions could be uni­
form. I f  potentially , Td fain know what 
the Potentiality o f a Soul i s ,  and how ’tis 
educed out o f thafpow erjor how tispoffible 
to find Generation in Spirits, the Accident o f 
Bodies only, which can never be without Cor­
ruption, which a Spirit admits not of. But 
i f  they fay, the Soul is only matter, we muft 
refer ’em to that defaiption thereof for­
merly given. —W e ll, but how then did^all 
Men fin in Adam — ? They finn*d in him as he 
was their Parent, Reprefencative and Head ; 
and accordingly they dye as proceeding from 
a dying Parent, every likg producing its lik̂ . 
Nor was he only their Parent, but confti- 
tuted their Head and Reprefencative by his 
Maker, as our Saviour was o f refiored mankind 
—So the Apoftle,. As in Adam all.dky fo in 
Chrifi fliall all he made alive.

Qiicft. 4- IVdat was the Quefiion on which 
Chrifi difputed in the Temple ? •

Anfw. Piobable Guefles muft fuffice T and 
I hope* are not unlawful) where neither 
Realbn nor Revelation help us. W e are 
then to remark, that he Heard, as well as

Askfi, — Both hearing them and askjng them
Quifiions. John --------And that ’twas more
Qiieltions than one, the old way o f Dilpu- 
tation f  ?Lven in Greece it felf, before Arifiotle 
reduced it to Mode and Figure J  being by 
fliort Qiieftions and Interrogations. For the 
fubftance thereof, .we may lawfully and pro­
bably enough' guefs rt to be concerning the 
Jmplction o f the Prophefies o f the M ejfia , in 
their Books, thê  Law, Prophets, Fjairns, dec. 
The Weeks o f Daniel, or other things o f that 
nature.

Q;-eft; 5. What was it which our Sa 'Aonr wrote 
on the Ground', and who that Woman was.whl) 
was tak^n in Adultery ? Whether it might not be 
Mary Magdalen ?
 ̂ Anfw. This Queftion is much o f  the fame 
Nature with the former, and can only be 
guelTed ar. It Teems not probable this perfon 
was not A^ary Magdalen, becaufe this W o­
man vvas taken in Adultery f  but M ary Aiag- 
dalen, was not, that we read of, ever m arrfd, 
and has the Character o f  Mcretrix,noz Adul- 
^errf^taking her very Cognomen,z% fome learned 
Men think, from a Hebrew word, which fig- 
nifics fuch a Plaiting or Folding o f the Hair 
as was then ufual among common WomenJ 
Belides, i f  it had been Mary Magdalen, here 
we had been moft likely to have had the re­
markable ftory o f Clsrilb cafiing out fevert 
Devils from her, whereof in this place not a  
word. For his .writing on the ground, fome 
think *cwas only to divert theirQiieftionj feem- 
ing as i f  he did not hear them. I f  he wrote any 
thing determinately, I  fee no incongruity in 
Tuppofing it might be the fame he afterwards 
fpoke, He that is without Sin o f  Touy. let him 
firfi cafi a Stone at her.

Queft. 6. Why thofe words, Thefe three are 
one, I Epift. 0 /5t John, 5 . 7 . are generally 
left out in the Old MSs. or when found, only mar* 
ginally inferred.}

Anfw. ThcQiieftion might have been as well 
o f all theVerfe,which we find omitted by Teve- 
ral o f the antient MSs, though inferted in as 
niany. T is  found in p out o f 16 ,  which H , 
Stephens raa’de ufe of, and in all the Gree^ 
Copies in St. Jerome\ T im e, as hehimfclf w it- 
nelfes. It agrees excellently well both with 
the preceding and confequent words, and is 
for two perfons the fame in fenfe with'whac 
our Saviourhim ielfinferted, la n d  my Fa* 
are one. They are not then generally, tho’  
often left out, and how that may be we may 
cafily conceive, fincc it muft be added or ta­
ken away by the miftake o f - the Copier, the 
Fraud o f  the Arians, -or the Pious Fraud o f  
the Chriftians. T is  very unlikely it wtmid 
be added by the firft way, fincc Tranferibers 
feldom or never make fuch Miftakes though 
omitted it might me, the words o f theen- 
fuing K  beginning as this does, whence they
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might eafijy flip it over. The Orthodox dictated i t ; which has ftill preferved it 
had no need o f adding it, lince they had and which will do fo to the end o f the 
other Teltimonics enough wiLhout i t ; nor W orld, in fp ite o f ail the Blafpheniicsof Pa- 
didthey, lince we find it quoted before the • pifts , Athellh , T u rk s, Jews and -Hea- 
jirian  Controverfy, or Artus ' himfelf was iljens.-
born^ particularly by St. Cyfrian about the Queft. 8. f0jrn we differ shout the fenfeof ibe words-̂  
middle o f the third Century, w ho quotes thole  ̂ «

'Vnit t̂it ELcltJi^y Andthefe  ̂ Anfw. Wc deny tliat the Letter,can’t explain it fdf • 
three are one. S o b t ,  Aihitnajins 'for nothing can be deliver’d, wee, bn'uhat maj 
and o m rs , o f which fee the Great Or. co,nmitced to htEters •, nor is there anything
Hammm^d. It only remains then llrat they " ‘ ' f ^
were laken away by the ArtAtlSy which That there arc fon.any Interpretations of thcfc wordt,
they both might do, haring fo mafiy£mpc- andfo mudi difference concerBing their Itnfe, is M 
rors, Idme Councils, nay at.one time , ail Argiment they are not dear in thcmfelvesi Since if
the W orld o f their lide; L d  > o u ld  concern
em to do it, lince fo plain a place for all,greachcedis to begiTcn to the Sentiments of the 
the* T rin ity : And .laftly , we have from Prrw/iveC/jwrcA; and could I know whac the UnWerfal 
H illory an exprefs account that they or Ibme Church,that is, -the Majority in all places and ages have

Other HCrCHtM̂  did actually corrupt fome judgment. liuc fince tnac cannot ealily be decided, 
places in the firft EpiUlc o f St. par- tHerc’s.no Remedy, but every particular Church ihuft
ticulariy fome Text relating to the Deity o f for it ffff, and every particular Member of that 

. p r i f t ,  which none fopolkivcly alTcrt a.' this..
Stt Socrates his Ecclej. Hijiory m d in p a rt, others j and to bind that up would perfectly Vma 

Quell. 7. H otp we may ^ow the Sertytures Humanity, 
to he the word o f God}

Anfw. W c have moral DemonUraliorr, Hiftory informs us that j*l^r and hiiFa-
or Human Infallibility, and more too, that* miiyamongft all the reft joyn’t^not with Nimodin 
they are fo. And that from thcfeI*opW j building the Tower of Su6e/: So that the old Language 
Firft from Divine Tcllim onyi in thole Ic- unchanged in his Family, arid from him Iŵ
gible Signatures and taprclfes, o f Divinity
inftampt upon ’ em. Some , Diredions for Quefl. 10. A friend of mine is Ul̂ e to have a chili 
mankind are necelTary, and that, fuch as P<*fheredon himttheMother Conftffesbe never laymtbltt 
lhall remain a ftanding Rule .- None can com-
pare with this for Antiquity, Utility, Gravi- fame time i  ̂ ^Lcua atte$
ty , Majefty.' N or is that Itrange efeft thefe Anfw. Naturaliffs cell us (  Mdbring*fomc. Inftances) 
W ritings have on the minds o f  Men in the Calls and Extreme toughs arc fometimes fa
pernfing -em, both Heathens and Chriftians,
an Argument to be flighted. As lor Hamane very loath to truft virginity with that Excufc. ’Ti# 
Teftimottyy wc have that which is to us In- that an Impregiation i$ Common in Bruits or AnU 
fallible, namely the concurrent Tradition o f  Co^onj But wc Dcrermeec
all Places and A ges, which have delivered , ' i i g L C
down thefe Books to us as the W erks ofin- •amoDgftfcveralTryals: a  Maid the firft time undergoes 
fpired Men 5 And I  defy all the Enemies and of the rack and Torture to be capable of aft*
Blafphcmers o f thofe Sacred Books, to pro-j   ̂ j  n c. . .  r V  puincs him on to do what is natural for him co do
duce me one Inftance .o f  matter o f  Fad, a t-  before the Critical time--------There’s no Phifician that
teftedin this raanner, that is not true. Iftheic win be fo uncharitable as not to allow a poffibility ofan 
have been fome Men who have cither, deny'd Nature \ but yet none’s fa great a Fool as
orleffcn'd the Authority o f thefe Books, or S S e f  c'J J J 1  ... elpccially in an Age which produces a Se*
added others to ’em which theyd pretend more delicate and tender chan ordinarily— if her dc 
o f equal Authority , even this is a ftrong cijivcOath is taken in this, ’twill be the wonder 
Argument o f the Truth o f thofe Sacred E*'‘ » and the Magiftratc that ads’pur*
W ritings, iince fuch Accidents as thefe are skkrknVtrthc''ftda„‘cfs of ‘ht
Clearly prophefied of, and provided againft Juftice of Nature, Wc may ftiortly be perfwaded out 
therein. Eutwe have, befides all this, the °fo“rScpfcs when the plain order of Nature is thus 
Progrefs o f the Gofpel, and the Flames o f
the Martyrs, to-witnefs the fame undeniable AgeaftL a few mo?e fuch Lfidcn^'m ay 
T ru th : For.how ftiould the Dodrins con- a Charter, and fee up a Society cf Maiden Juglers. I 
tain’d in thefe Books make fuch a Progrefs almoft « foon' clieve the relation bf Averroest
thto,gh  the W orld, withont Force, nay in
fpite o f  It, and m contradidion to all the Bath near her. «wiuutca
proud atFeded Learning o f Greece and Rome j  
and why . Ihorld the w ifeft, and beft , 
and braveft o f M en, many thoufands o f 
millions o f ’em , endure the fevereft ' Tor­
ments for what was contained therein.

■ Queft; ir . What it Time?
Anjw. A  Continued flux or Chm  of JV'jwr.

. Queft. 1 2. What is the hefi remedy againji Bear f 
Anfw. The rtfuieof vertuous actions j for thofe that' 

do no ill,fearnone.
Queft. 13  fort ef-People are tfKfe that mojl often 

meet with itifamcus Deaths ?had there not been fomctliiirg extraordinary! c a
an^ confdling a Divine Power which firft ' Eftat«,'and as ftamcfuUy repair

f i n i s .

L  0  N  D  0  N y '  Printed for P . Smart. 16 ^ 1.Ayuntamiento de Madrid




