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The A theniati Mercury:
■ CUCfOa?, May z6. 16 9 1.

(W ft I - Y  X the RufoHy that vhett y»t view
\ / I /  OKY felvtSt er any athtr Oby{l in a 
V V OUfŝ  the Image appears as far be-

hmd the furfaetaftbeGlafsaa the Obiell riprefttted U-di- 
kut from it ? _

An(w. The Author of this iogenious ^uiry mult con- 
fider'che Nature oi Vifisny and che manner of Repreftnta- 
titt of external Objects on the Eye, which is nothing 
elfe but the impreffion made on the fine and fubtlt Mem- 
hranehy the Ray of Light in a reftilincar Motion from 
ihcObjeft. The Judgment of diftance is form'd from 
die greater or IcfTer Angles which they make upon the 
Organ. We muft confidcr next the Doctrine of RefiiHioitt 
wherein he who has but juft lookc into Opticas knows 
that the Angles of Infidcocc and Reflexion arc equ*I— 
from the due comparing o f which Principles will arife 

/] C  the natural and genu-
—  *0 inc folution of this

Problem. For fup* 
‘ H  Scheme

annex'd, the Glafs in 
a perpendicular Scitu- 

y  ation, A B. The Ob- 
jert in a direft Line, 
C U E  The Eye F i f .  
The ObfiSi feen by Re- 

F  lleftion a HI.
• We fay then, the 

U  ^ 7 *  Line G 0  fhall be rc-
75" fleftedtoFN ; and the 

Line H ^ K o i, and the Line 7 F  to /, fo that the Point G 
fbalJ be feen as if it were in the Point C, and fo of the 
other Points, the whole Objeft making the fame Angle 
with the Eye, and therefore Is feen as if  it were in the 
place CD£, which is the Solution o f the Queftion.

Qncft. 3. What is the Caufe o/Buggs, and their Cure ?
Anfw. They arc produced, as Lice are by Nits, and 

are alfo caufed by Sweat, Duft, and Clofcoefs of Rooms i 
their Cure is wrought by Si^Hmigatian j Orpiment and 
Liitftid Ojl will kill ’em, anointing their places, chinas, &c. 
very carefully, not miffing any, i f  they arc Nitted upon 
thcFamiture of the Room, iemuft be baked,—— this 
way, with a little Care, has quickly clear’d ’em in feve- 
ral places where they have been troublefomc.

^ueft.j. What dots that Man deferve,who having receiv'd 
hli'Brcid from his Friend, and other Nectffarits in bis Ex~ 
tremities— jhould in the time of his Prolperity be not only 
untban^ul, but the chief Caufe of bis Friends Ruine and Po­
verty.

Anfw. Zenopbon dt rebiu Perfids fays, The Ungrateful 
arc neither fit to fcpre the Gods, their Country nor
their Friends------What fuch a Perfons defert is, Til
forbear to limit, for fear I fhou’d be unjuft, and fpeak 
too favourably of him and his Crime, which is the 
Abridgment of all Bafinefs ■ ■ ■ - but >f he be aPerfoD 
yf any fenfe, he may poffiWy be fham'd out of it, as an 
iil Man̂ N3ii, that was concern’d in the following In-
ftance----------A mean Mjn preferr'd by one of ^ a liiy ,
came in time ro fuch a Place as fer him above his Bene* 
faftor, and then he made ufe of his Power to throw
him down who liad raifed him up----- the Gentleman fent
nim a Pifture, in which the Sun was Eclips’d by the 
Moon, with this word upon it —  Totum adimit quo nigra- 
ta rejulgeta- it ingratcfolly puts out that light by which 
It mines.
 ̂ Queft, 3. Why a dead corps Aould bleed when touebt by 

Us Murthtrer}
Anfw. We meet with many Inftanccs of this Nature, 

as the Waters of Jtaloufit amongft the Jews for the Ttyal 
Adultery. The Roman Pejials Stive, in which (being 

Wfly accus’d) (he carried Water without frilling. !n 
hke manner fome Courts o f Jufticc admit this Tryal 
^f Weeding as a Proof to good purpofc, and fuch a one 
** ftipcks the Natorc of a yuuin  more ^an many living

Teftimonies. Phyficians tell us, that Blood Congeals ia 
the Veins prefently after Death, and afterwards in two 
or three days becomes liquid again, as its tendency to 
Corruption— fome attributes it to the fenfe wherewith 
all things are endu'd, and which ftill remains in thefc 
dead Bodies, fo that having a fenfe of their Murtlicrcrs, 
and perceiving them near at hand, they fuffer two very 
different Motmns, Trembling md Anger, which caufe fuch 
a Commotion of Blood, that it flows forth f'̂ om the 
Wound .• And feveral other Opinions we have about it, 
but all o f ’em inconfiftent with Reafoo} for cither there 
is a Natural Caufe of this, or there is not 5 if  there’s none, 
the Difpute is at an end, and we muft refer it to i  parti­
cular Providence of God Almighty, in difeoreriog Mur- 
thersby this way; but i f  it be by a Natural Caufe, it 
muft be either or Antipathetici^i if by Sym­
pathy, It follows from their way of arguing, that one 
kill’d by a Bullet at a diftance (the murcher’d not know­
ing who it was) can liave 00 emotion of the Spirits 
when the Murthcrer is by, and the Animal Spiiits can­
not be more ftnfible and knowing when the Man is dead 
than when he is alive-, as alfo, i f  the VedonmurthereX 
were kill’d ia his Wife’s Arms, and his Relations defend­
ing him, here his Kt/afiow Ihould bleed (not he) at the 
fight of the Murtherer. I f  it be fuppofed to be effefted by 
Antipathy, then it would concenter all the dead Perfons 
Blood, and make it retire to the Heart inftead of bleed­
ing ; fo that we conclude fuch Infiancts arc mecrly provi­
dential, and the immediate E ffc ^  of God's Jufikt, when 
they really happen.

(^ueft. How an Orphan may get bis Money out of the 
Chamber of London, and when ?

Anfw. There arc great Heads about this already who 
are troubled with no other ^neftions i this, as well as the 
greater Concern of all Europe depends upon the TiTue of 
the W ar;  when that’s at an end, Propofc the Queftion 
and every body will Anfwcr it.

Queft. 6. Whence comes Corns and Warts, and bow ’/laĵ  
they be dejlroyed ?

Anfw. Corns, Warts, and ocher Callofities arc the Ef- 
fcAs ol motion, bard labour, and criming, rhA fomctiracs 
wc may add, a pronenefs to ’em by bereditarintfs. The 
Curelsee^r, or according to ^ rra  CaujHcî , that other 
flelhmay fupply the room of iCorn, and a cicatrix to 
ftop the ExuKrance of a Wart.

Queft. 9. How Females were Circumcis'd ?
Anfw. Not at all amongft the Jews, but we read the 

Egyptians circumcis’d the Nymph of their Females for 
fome Difeafes, and that fome of cite Pagans religioufly 
obferve this Cuhom.

Qteft. i. Wrat Language 'twas Balaam’j  fpa^t ?
Anlrv- What Language is this ? ■ ■  ■  ., ■

Queft. 9. Were the Serpents, Uc. produced by the Magi­
cians of Pharaoh, real or only cheats by the Magicians, by 
Trices of Legerdemain ?

Anf. That they were real Serpents, fuddcniy conveyed 
thither by the Power of the Devil, we efteem the moft 
probable opinion •, and therefore they were not convey’d 
thither by flight of Hand of the Magicians, for thefc Rea- 
fons, becaufeSfr^tnta are but an odd fort of Creatures 
CO exercife (light of Hand upon, which its dratb but to 
touch; becaufc this might give occafion for fome W eonfe- 
quences which would be further drawn by pirverftMen from 
the whole 5 ffiry. Became, i f  we could fuppofc Pharaoh 
and all his couriitrs fuch Block-heads as not to perceive 
iCheat of chat Nature-, yet ne can't think as much of 
Mofes, who bcfidcs his natural fagadty, aifilicd with all the 
acquired wifdom of the Egyptians was endu’d with fuptr- 
natural Wifdom, nor cou’d ought have tended more to 
the Credit of his Caufe, than Ins difeoveriag die Magki- 
aos cheats to che World.

Queft. 10. Whether there be fuch People eis Cannibals ?
Anfw. Yes, amongft the Indians at this day, who not

onlv
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only m  one unother, but alfo Sacrifice their Children 
to the Devil,

queft. 1 1 .  IVhtther there h  fueh a ftn  o[ People m  have 
Eyes in their BrtAjl, and no Heads?

Our bert Authority is too weak for our own 
Faith, tho’ i f  the world can believe Mandeville in bis 
Ditcovery, they mav, but u  looks to be a fort of ftrangc 
figure for a Rational Sou!, perhaps Phyfieians will fay 
not only ftrange but impoiTioIe.

<^ucfi. izy^oetber Adam and Eve had Navels orno ?
Arfva. Yes, they had tho’ not fuch as oars,

being not bor*y but it was requifire they fhou’d have Na­
vels j  for Phyliciaus rdl us, tliac the ufe of the Navel 
is nor only to acuiriTr rijf Child when it is in its Mothers 
Womb, but that tiso f great ufe to the Inccftines and 
Rowds after Delivery, and that ’ tisoncof the great 

,  of our ftrength.
queli. I In -eehit part of the Body in the Soul ?
Anfw. ’Tis generally held that ’ tis every rehire, (tho’ 

not fo cahe to define bo») nor can it indeed be at all 
properly in a placejthst being of the Efence o f Body-f-at Icaft 
vyc arefuretesnotinap/jw inthe fame manner that Bo- 
dy is, but as a 6' ĵVif, i f  we knew how that was. In 
the mean while its nobleft operations, imagining and 
thinking arc undoubtedly tranfa^ied in the Brain, (rho’ 
V c doubt the pretty fancy of the GUndula Finealis, to he 
no n.orc tl»an a b'ancy, there ijaving been a niudi lower 
life fincc found out for that part._) This we are furc of, 
that in deep tUakii'g " c  f<-d our Heads otherwife af- 
fefted than at other times, and afterwards we as ccr- 
rainly know they have been at fcjrd lakokr, by that pain 
and lajfhkde we find in ’em, as that our Fete or Hands 
have l)ccn fo, when after a. long rr manual optra-
tion, they arc aiTeftcd much in the fame m.inocr ; Wc’ll 
add <jir more, which may not a little iliuftrarc
th{s5«i>/>(fl. Incur former Defenption of the Soul, we 
have plac’d the clcareft o f its/-/fset In the Image 
of Gody whichmay tend fomecliingto thcfurcher Espla- 
nation of the Caje in hand. For as God is every where 
in the greater Wohd̂  (nor can we allow any other ani- 
ma mundi) fo is according to its proportion and fimi- 
Jitude, the Soul in the lefftr, or the Body of Man. It firs 
perhaps in its Throne in the Heady but its aftino not con­
fined there, butdtfFufed thro’ all the different parts, ha­
ving an entire power over’em, andafting’em according 
CO their Naturesy and fometirnes contrary to ’em.

queft. 14, I j  'tU convenient to fpeab the Truth at all 
Times ?

Anfw, Undoubtedly its not couvtniinty but the mean­
ing I fuppofc is, Wlictherit be nee Ĵfary; VVeaDfwer, its 
ixitlier one nor t'other. *Tis undoubtedly neceffary never 
to fpeak an Vttruth but the contrary holds nor, that 
wc always muft fpeakTuth, fincc there’s a Medium of 
Negation, fomething that's neither one nor t’other, name­
ly, not fpeakifg ar all Indeed there feems a Fallacy in the 
Term Ilieaking Truths when we fpea^, it always mufl 
be Truth, but wc mufi not fpeak always. 

queft. I $• If'hjt is Rejfon ?
Anfw. Reafon may be confidered either in Principle or 

AH, or as the Schools cxpVcfs it, Reafon Rtafoningy or 
Reafon Rtafoned, Rath RatheinanSyOrRatio Ratiodnata. 
Vac principle is a pjivrrdceply rooted ia t\K Soul ef Man, 
i f  not the fame with it, whereby it can apprehend 

fiptple or abjlraHed Notions, as Univcrfals, & e. can 
j<)in thofc Notions together, and thence form Propo- 
litions, and from thofe Propofitions it thus forms, or from 
its own iniatr Idea's, and fd f evident principles, com­
pared with one another, deduce true and legitimate 
ContUficns. Tlic or rather or operation hereof 
is a Syilogifm-f nor can any Man in the World rtar Ĵi 
Tiiehom making one, tlift noc i.i ics }ifl Fo-ms, vet eafi- 
ly rcduablc umo them. To be more plain, Reafon in 
this fence, is the drawing true Conclufions from true Pre- 
Kifes; nay, Ih excellent an A rcisjt, that it extrafts na­
tural and andcniable Tr.',th. from rhe mofl notorious Falf- 
hoods, by reducing the Adverfiry to an abfurdity, by 
companfinsand 0'’pe>iitipnst familiar to thofc who are ac- 
qiiainrcil with this Noble Art.

queft. 16, methtr the Mira'les done by the y^gypthn 
Migidans minthn'd in the Book E-̂ ôdus were real or 
O’ih illujinns ?

A f̂w. The Devil has a great E^:perience inNatural Ma- 
gichot the rower? of ftcond Ca fes produced by Agents 
andVaf/rrfr fitly )oyn’d, and by many Artifices and Se­

crets in Nature which are not ill, there are feveral firaogc 
things effected by Men, to the admiration of fuch as know 
not rhe reafon, fo far can tl)e Devil aft (as before j  bot 
no farther, his greatert Miracles being the pure Eftfts 
of Nature fitly mixr, and therefore it was that the y¥.gyy. 
tian Magi when they found a faperuamral Agent making 
real Serpents, &c. they cry'd out, this is the Finger of 
God.

queft. 17. Whence proceeds Sight, and the Caufe of the 
Eyes Motion?

Anfw. This queftion is double, the firlt much knottier 
than the latter, and more difficult to be exprcft’d.-_,. 
Seeing is a compound All, as tajiing or feeling is. The pu­
pil of the Eye before it can convey any thing to the Fan­
cy, moves into a direft line with the Objeft that is to 
be conveyed, the Medium of this conveyance is lights 
whicli Medium being diaphanous or traniparcnc, (as is 
thi'Eve,) helps on towards the fixing the Image of the 
Objeft i;i rhe Eye by refleftion, as Water, and Lcoking- 
GiafTts entertain a refcmblancc of luch Objefts as 
are placed near them. When we fay wc fee a Horfc, a 
Cock, a Dog, and fo on, ’ tis only the Image o f that 
Horfc, Cock, Dog, &c. that rtfltfts upon our Eyes, as 
they would do upon a Looking-GIafs were they before 
i t : — .If  there be any Philofophers amongft Lovers, perJ 
haps they may tell you of other remarks of Lookirg-Ea- 
bics in one mothers eyes. As to the latter part o f the 
queftion : T is the Life that is the effeftive Caufe of Mo­
tion, the Eye, a Leg, or Hard, & c. moving, when the 
Perfon not, norwii7f ’em fo to do, but ordinarily 
the Will cntplovs them.

queft. j 8. Was the Fall oj Adam on the Day of fts Crea­
tion, or haw long after ?

Anfw. After the finiffiing of every days work, God Al­
mighty pronounced all Good, therefore Adam fell not oa 
that day, unlefs we would have him made after the fijctk 
day. The exaft day is not revealed, nor is this Curiofity 
fignificanf, oor can the querift expeft more, fiucc ha 
himlelf would fail in relation of fome particular Aftioas 
which he has done within a few years, which it had been 
poffible to have recorded, all which helps arc denied in 
this Cafe.

queft. 19. What weapon was it that Cain (lew his Brother 
Abel with ? '

Anfw. This was 1 30 Years after the Creation, in which 
time as Adam an^ his Sons had addifted themfelves to hus- 
bandryj fo no doubt but they had got feveral conveniens 
Tools proper for the buftnefs, one o f which ’tis probable 
Cain flew his Brother with*, but his 7 <ir;,his Witmffes, and 
Judge, was only God, fo there were no W’ iincflts to 
prove the Matter of Faft.

qieft. 20. WbaPs the Reafon a Fool eanask tnou ^ut- 
flions than a wife JAaa cananfwtr?

Anfw. We acknowledge, ih6 we forefec the applica­
tion that none who aft like wife Men, j«ill pretend there’s 
no Quejlion which he can’t anfwer. Any fair Sue/ihn 
Indeed may receive a fair Solution :  and fuch are thofc 
which can be anfwcr’d (wtthonc ill confequcnccs) either 
by Experience, Suppofition, or Reafon: So that the 
main ^eu n d o f the common Proverb form’d into this 
quere, feems onlv this. That a Fools Tongue is more 
nmbte, and his Invention glib and jruitjul: But Time, 
Judgment, and thinking, are required to give a good 
Anfwer.

s*-

Sltiiicctifenicnts!.
T Hofe many Nice and Curious !Que(}i- 

ons which are now in the Prefsj make
tip our Firft Volume^ l^umh, ;o . hefides the 
Preface amd Index, and therefore we have new 
(for Method fa ir) begun this Paper, Numb. i.
V d . 2.

■ %* 'W f'ver cur Firft Volume is f -
nifht, there will be Publick Notice gtvm , that 
[0 all Curious Inquirers may agen fend in their. 
New Quefiions.

L  Q N  D  0 N :  Printed for F . Sm art,

Ayuntamiento de Madrid




