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The Athenian Mercury:

© atuttiap,

'E have a particular Relati-
on (if a Cow, which on the
2yth. of March, 1691.

cilvd a monfireus fort of a Calf, about eight

Milesfrom Bath in Somerfet*rtiire, with an Ex-

vrtfi'mce of Elcfi] like a Commode: Vray what

Natural or other Reafon may be sign'd for fucb

4f range Vroduthon ?

At™* Zuingl. in his Theat. Vol. gives an Ac-
count of an bonr.fi Matron, who was deliver'd
of a Child chat had upon its Head 5 Horns,
and from the upper part of its Forehead hung
backward a very long piece of Flefii that co-
ver'd mort part of its back, with other De-
formities. Camtrarius fpeaks of another that
brought forth a Bear; and Barth, of a third
that laid 2 Eggs. We have many Inlhnccs
of this fort, and therefore | fee no reafon chat
the Caprices of Nature fhou*d not appear alfo
ina lower rank of the Creation. The laft Sum-
mer the Colt with its Top™knots was bruted a-
broad, and this Summer a Calf mounts the
Stage with a fecond Monumental Toy-fhop upon
its Head, being the SubjeB almoft of every
Bodies talk and Curiofity, for the Inquifirion of
a few more thoughtful, of which the
rifi isone, to whom we offer our Sentiments
of i t A s wc jban't jufUe out the immediate
Providence of God in a Work of this Nature,
fo can't we leave the Prerogative of fecond
Cawes, or deny tluc this may be an abjolute
Work of Nature: The formative Power belongs
to the Vegetative Life, and the Power of Ima-
gmation is confin’'d to the fenfitive, both which
are eminently ftrong in Ammals; (perhaps
ftronger than in racionals, whole defeats are
fupply’'d hy reafon :) Jacob knew this, when
belaid \\scolourd Sticks before the Impreg®
natiog Flock, that they might conceive their
Eatus parti-colour'd, and if he had laid a
top knot before’em, or at leaft drefi'd a Kid
With a Top knot, the ing”~dring Females
Would probably have m~dQfmiUr Conceptions,
TOY in Colour and Protuberancies of Fiejh. |
fcppofe it might be Holy-day, and the old Milk-
rnaid might Ifand extraordinarily rig™d be-
fore the Cow and Bull in the AtS, when this
Calves head and Top knot were imaginarily
wrmdby theteeming Brute. If ths Extaly'd
Ctfli'had view'd the Milk-maid all over, j>er-
haps The might have Conceiv'd* brutal Mdk-

~bich (like thole ofjicma Goblins wc
told of) might with its Mouth and Fore-feet
have done the Work of the Dairy. For the

irtiagmarive Powers in Generation, fee Numb.
ly- ~ 2.

Quieft.

take

Uicfc things take away Riafon jiift a? much

fert 1 ® ora Wall Iw-
aoy Ob;cct, or too great a diftaocc takes away our

;0. 1691,

Eyes. Thofe Similitudes are more thaocommoD ones,
for they enter into the Nature of the thing. The Sou!
is fetter'd in the Body, nor can it move, unlefsit takes
its Chains along with it. 'Tis there as well crippled as
confined, and mufi ufe the Crutches of Sence to exert ac
ieafl any Adion,which depends on outward Images: Now
if even thofe Crutches too are broken, the Man is a
double Cripple. Our meaning is, that in Difirailion or
any thing of that Nature, the Animat Spirits being aifeA-
cd, the Fancy rnuftof ncceflfity be difturb’d, andall Ina-
gis and Notions which we have from Scnce, extreamly
diftorted and deform’d; noneo f’em, or but very few,
lyingin that Method or Order they formerly did, but
appearing much like die Ruines of a Noble Edifice, here
one draggling Pillar, and there another : Now things
being In this Condition, and the 5oul having fo muA
dcpcndancc on the Body, by its clofc connexion there-
with, which we mull own is eafier experienc’'d thanex-
plain'd, itcan’'t be otherwife but that the external Afts
thereof mull be very confus'd and irregular—”" What its
Aftionsarein relation to its innate Idea's, fpirieual Ob-

jells. &c. we can't fo well refolve; ingeniouny acknow-
i.] T | ithe

mauling, the Ratio Ratiecinans, as before, or rather
(might we ufe the word™ Ratio Ratheinatura.

Qaed. 3. iVhat is Death ?

Arfya. Not to be, and to eeafe to bt, is much thefame: Ic
fometimes falls out that tlie more common a thing is,
the more difficult ic is to fpeak well of it, as in many
fcnfiblc Objeds.  Norliing is more eafie than to diferh
minate Life and Death, and yet to explicate the Nature
of both, is a feverc task, becaufe the Vnion or Dif-union ej
a'mnjiperfeNform with its matter, is inextricablei however,
we fhall offer thofe things that have given us the great-
eft fatisfadton in our Enq'iiries— Death (or a Cejjation
of Doing and Supring) is generally agreed to be the great-
¢/l Evil in Nature, becaufc'risa deftrudionof Nature it
fclf; but why idhould be reprefented fo terrible/i as great
a Riddle to me,asa certain Knowledge of what Death reallj
is— This is the common Plea of Mortals, Here we kjaw
and are known, and all the Enterprizes we take fo hand we
have the fatisfiiftion of refleftion and a review when
they arc paft, hut Dying deprives us of knowing what
we arc doing, or what other State we arc commencing.

a leap in the dark, knowing where wec fhall light,
« a late Naturalift (to fay no worfeof him) cold his
inquifitivc Friend when he was going to die. But this
isa WcakncG, which as ic makes Men anticipate their
Mifcry, fo ic enlarges it too. We look upon Nature wito
our Eyes, not with our Reafon, or we fhould find a certain
fweetnefs in Mortalityfox that can be no lofs which can ne-
ver be mift or defir'd again------ As Caiigula pafs'd by, an
Old Man regaefted him that he might be put to Death ?
Why, fays C/ar.are you not dead already | -There is fome-
thingin Death (fomecimes at leaft) that isdefireabic by
wife Men, who know »cis one of the Duties of Lift to
die, and that Life would be a Slavery if the Power
of Death were taken away.--------- f had the Curiofhy
to vifit two certain Perfons, one had been hang'd and
the other drown'd, and both of 'em very miraculouffy
brought to Lifeagai nl ask'd what Thoughts they liad,
and what Pains they were fcnfiblc of?  The Perfen rhat
was Rang'd faid. He e.xpifled fame fort ofa (Irange change',
but hew notwbat,but the Pangs oj Death were r.otfo into!-
ierableas fomefharpDifeafes, nay, he could not be pofith-e
whethrhe jelt anyother Pain thanwhat his fears ertared”™
He added, that hegrew fenfelefi by little and, little, and at
the prft his Eyes upreftnied a brisk’, pining,redfart of Fire,
which grew paler andpaler, tiUatUngth it turn'd into a
black,after which he thought no more, but infenpbly ailed the
part of one thatfalls ap/tp, not knowing how nr when. The
other ga»c me almoft the fame account, aud borh were
dead (apparently) for aconfidcrable time. Thcfe In-
fiances arc very fathfjftory in Cafes of ziotent Death, and
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for a miicril Duth, 1 eatinoi but think it yet much caficr.
Dilcafcs make a Conqueftof Life by littlt and there*
lore die lirifc muft be iefs where the inequality of power
IS greater.

Crucfl. 4. Whit Dif(Ei U thtn in the Souls of Perfons
born Naturals ?

Anftv. None at all in the Soul, only in the Body. This
is evident, bccaufc Learned Phybeians give both Injlances
of fomc fort of Fools wliich may be recoTcred by Art,
tl.ft born fo, and alfo the Riafons why, and the manner
how it may be done.

Quefi. 5. How aWall that points directly from Eajl to
W\Eft, ~*ou'A const to have the Sun [hint on the Northftdt of
it before  of the Clock. ** Evening h the Sumner
time ?

An/w. 'Tis the Rays of the v»holc Body of the Siio from
which wec muft take our Meaforcs in finding out a true
fhining, or a true fhade. As for inftacce, in the prcfenc
Diagram the Sun is io
its Circulation round the
Heavens from S. to W.
or South to WAjl, and has

from the Wall
exceeded the Wefiern
point, with a little part of
its Body, which gathcr-
ingics preccrmicted Rays,
center in (a,) or the North
fide of the Wall, according to the Proponents obfervari-
on, wlicu 4s the whole Br.dy of the Sun centus in (b.)
thedircir and true Medium of fhining. Whence it is
evident, that the Sun being a~rear Body, and upon Moti-
on, fooe ot it will pafs by the Wall, I>eforc rhe whole,
«nd conrcqilCHtly will fhine on the North fide before
fix of the Clock, thft'tis certain by Mathematical Calcu-
lation, 'hat the Critical Moment of fix is when the Body
or Center of the Sun isin a right line with rhe Wall,
which is a confidcrablc time after part of it (hiacs on
the Nortli fide.

Queft. d. Where had the Okfervator, Numb. 4. his Story
of tbtsvagers? u not the truth of it doubtful? andwhavs
the meaning of the word Cratzis, which he there ufes ?

Anfw. The Caufc which that Gentleman fo handfomly
defends, needs no Forgeries, th6 that he writes againU has
often made ufe both of them, and Indices Expurgatorii.
The Hifiory he lias out of a Manufeript, | doubt not eafi-
ly to be produced, and which lies a little nearer than
thofeof Monficur In ihc mean time it has all
the Markj of Truth which can be found in any Story, and
none of ~Morr>,Uke many we could point to.Therc appean
ilUhtd it anair of Simplicity, Antiquity, and Truthi nor
cou’d he propofe any advantage by that paffage, if falfe,
being only an Hifiorical Illuftration apply’'d to the Sub-
jell he wasthen treating of.

For the word CratTNs, we confefs there’s more diffi-
ciilcy in't than the other, wc liaving no manner of ac-
ftarntascf wjrh the Saxon Language, unlcfs as much of
it asis ptvferv'd in our own, nor any of the cAdOloffth
graphUsatfiteknt near us. However, wearc at liber-
ty to make a conjedure. th6 fubmicting it to the Judg-
ment of AntLparies-, and ’tis partly founded on that
wl'ich tlic foremenrioned Author has himfclf advanc'd,
That the word Cratxis fignify'd fome certain noted feafon of
theT-.ar, which conjedurc is indeed very much favour'd
by the Contexture of the Story. —The Queftion fiill is.
What Setfon ? Wc only ask, why not Cbriflmas ? and the
word Crar™/r be deriv'd ‘from a Cratch, wvhidi if we
miftakc not, is of Sajeon and fignifics a Rack,
Afangir, or fiime Inflrument oat o f which Beafls are fed,
and in which f.uri’'ariii/ir was laid when the Shepherds
found him.  Woc inhft not mi:ch on this, only propofe
it asa ConjeHure, and fuch letit take its Fortune.

Quefi. 7. IVhit are we to think  “Ye nUofophers Defi-
nition of a Soul, that 'tis Adus priniias corporis Organic!,
in potCRcia vitim habemis — . Toe firft Ad of rn Organi-
cal Body, hiving (which has) Life in power ?

Anf. Tho we can’t flight and affront the memory of that
Great Man, as many others do, yet we muft take leave ro
fueak our thoughts of him, as occafion offers in this and o-
ther inatccrs.Accordjngly we may appeal to all the World
whcdier this Definition ben't full as hard as the other fhorr-
ttonc.—Enielecbeia, which the poor was forc’d to
go ro Drvi7 to interpret, Befides, on! gar/ofirf«ms
to comravlid anaf/;?rj for how cjn/4i7 bc fuppofed with-
out Life, and wiwt can wc make of a Life in power, or
potential Life, Jt the fame time when 'tis reduced into

\\
mm
. n N
}i
y

L O ffD O N:

eci, when the power ceafes, as it ir.ufi do wlieD the ve.
ty firft Ad is exerted. On the whole, tli6 vve a”cnot
willing abfolutely to conclude the Definition falfe, we
murt yet own that its (tovs) unistelligibU.

(Mueft. 8. If Pompey had overcome Cstfar, and Ranni-
bal Scipio, whether or no they bad been preferrable to C».
far or Alexander ?

Anfw. Their true value depends much on the fufUct
of theCaufe, cou’'d that be at this dlftance difcoverd;
For Fompey's and Ctefar's, they were cnc much alike, the
Quarrel being rather which of the two fhould tnflave rfic
World, than which fbonid prtferve it. For HannibaCi
and Scipio’s, 'tis niueh tlic fame, and feems very near a
Mood Cafe—Twasat firfl only a Political War, andcar-

was grown too great a Neighbour for nor
svanted there real affronts on the Affrican'i fide, thd the
main Rcalon for which the black Sentence, Carthago €l
dtlenda, Carihal|c is to be defiroyed, was fo often heardin
the Senate, was indeed the firft of thofe two. But the
Queftipn, | fuppofe is only intended for a comparifonof
their Military Glory : And herein, ’tis our Judgment thii
Pompey had been much greater than Ctefar, had he fairly
overcome him, hecaufc the diOculty advances the ff/jry,
and he was ro fight an Army of Veterants, who had been
long try’d apainft the Gauls, as fierce an Enemy then u
moft in the World had been ufed to conquer, and hada
Cxfarat rheir Head ~and to fight 'em with a parcel of
Young Spruce Volunteers, who as appears, by Cafar'i ex-
hortation to his Souldlcrs, — Milts feri facUml were
more concern'd for their Faces than their Honours. For
Hannibal, we look upon him to be fo great a Man at
appears by iiis fo long maintaining a War againft the
moft pOAciful I'eopic in the World abroad, and in
fpice of a contrary Faition .at liome, cutting off To many
(almoft all) of the choiceft of the Roman Legions, and
beating 'em as oft as lie fought 'em, till the Uft unhappy
Bartel, that no fuddain turnof Fortune cou'd really Icf-
fen him, he being in fpire of his ill fuccefs as much a
greater Man than Alexander, as the Romans were better
Souldicrs than the Perfians or Indians.

Queft. 9. How a Corporeal Subftance, which eonftfls
of parts, can ad upon a SNintMal Subftaoce, arfeicfc w vsid
of parts? To which weadd another wc hare received:
By what means do Spirits fPeaF, feeing they have not tkoft
farts by which Speech is fam'd ?

Anfw. To the firft, If by a Body's ailing upon a 5girit
by ffljtffc or motion, is meant, 'tis denied, till wc have
an Inftanccgivenus; if by perfwafon, &c. then the man-
ner is thus: —An Obyea imprints a Species upon the
Stnee, the Sence conveys this Species to the Fancyi
whilft it lodges tliere, the Memory rccollcfts to the
Judgment fuch Experiences as fbe hath kept in  hcrTtM*
fury, the Judgment by comparing thefe Experiences (to-
gether with its natural habit of Principles) with
this new Species, draws from the fame fome ConclufioB,
which thninttUeclWiU or Soul approves or difapprores,
according to the Arguments ailedged by former expe*
rienccs — But after all, we believe the Queftion wai
defigo'd in the rtt;rr/>, which would bear the fame Scnce
as the latter Qucftiondocs, How a Spirit can ad
upon Bodies by Motion, Speech, See. aswe have daily In-
ftanccs. Tothh laft we anfwcr, — A Spirit has a \er-
tuil Motive Faculty over Bodiesi as for Example, Can
move a Chair, a Stool, &c. without makiig ufe of
another Medium j | caft a B.lll from me, this Ball n eves
when | couch it not; the firft Caufe of its morion wes
aContad or Communication of Adion between two Bo-
dies*, but the Caufe of its continued motion when |
touch it not, is this virtual force which a Spirit makes
ufe of in moving Bodies.

Queft. 10. Whyare Ofers fmooth one ytar, end rough
another fuccefivtly ?

Anfw. ’'Tis a miftakc, tiwv are only fmooth the firft
Year, and every fucctcding Ye.ir grow rougher, byrea-
fon that the Spring affords new juice for a new formation.

tj- Our next mcrcurv (by reafon of the Holy-days)
will be pubalb'd on wednefday Morn.

an\iertifeulent*

Pt A young Geatlemen or Ladies tbatdefne to

Jt\ tkiKfifi Exofl and Slorttfl Short-hand over ke
fore invented, it"ay befjiihfkgy Taught by the Author, WiL-
LIAM MASO.N at Us Writing-School, the Hand and
Pen ia Bell-yard, Gract-church ftrcce, on RtafinabltTerms'-
Andfnihrv pleaft may (at convenient Hours, whenScUol
is over) beatunded at their own HabitiVoes-
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