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JVc having promifcd the Reader the firfl TiieiUay 
in every Month to anfwer all the Reafonablc 
QaeftioD*; /c/;t w hy the fa ir Se»  ̂ as alja any 
others relating to Love an(j Marriage, ■ we 
have in tb:s Paper made good that Promife^and 
fsall continue to dc [0 from time to time  ̂ the for- 
mcr Papers hf tha Nature having been favour­
ably receiv'd^ as appears 'by many Letters lately 
fent tis on that fubjsbl.

Queft. i ‘ V T C "  ^N ether the Authors of this
Athenian M ercu ^  . arc 
not Batchelors  ̂ th^'-Jp'eak 

fo Obligingly o f ibe fair ? " ^
Anjw. i f  they are not Batchelors, t h ^  ar6 

(or wou*d be thought) Gentlemen, and ' all 
who pretend to chat Name, as well as all ci­
viliz’d Mankind, have ever treated Women 
with that refped and tendemels which their 
Beauty o f at lead their Sex deferve. N ay, 
we may go get further, and not only affirm 
that.the herceft Nations and moft barbarous 
of Cannibals have acknowledg’d and pradis’d 
this piece o f but even the Beads
themfelves teach it us, were there any fear o f 
fo j^ttingit, as well as many other very good 
Leffions; And indeed there ieems to be Rea* 
fon as well as Inclination and Cudom  to au­
thorize fuch a Pradice. We owe thcr i^ap- 
pinefs oF Society, the Defence o f Nationsi' the 
bed Riches o f Kingdoms, which confids in 
the multitude o f Inhabitants; nay, even the 
continuance o f the World, which without 
themcoifd live at furthed no longer than the 
next Age, to that Sex whom we arefo willing 
to oblige; not only for theie Realbns, Aut 
for one perhaps dronger than all o f ’em, which 
may befeenin the Advertifement at the end o f  
Numb. 18. Nor are we much concern’d at- 
the- Cerdures we may poflibly meet with for 
this piece o f Judice, from fbme M en whole 
acquaintance among that Sex have perhaps 
been of fuch a Charader, thacthey think they 
may be allow’d to rail at all the Sex, becaute 
fome o f ’em have given ’em fo much Rcafori 
for'r.

Queft. 2. Hovf i  Hmband ought to -bthait h'mftlf to- 
'»ards his IVifgj woo notori9u(!y violates tht Honour of the 
tHarriage-Bed, and wisetbtr he may not UwfuUy demand an 
Honourable SatisfaStion oj she Adulterer, confidering the 
fmlU Amends the Law gives him, and the almeli ImpofibiUty 
of that Froof it requires ?

Anfw. The ancient Roman Law commands in the Ctfe. 
of Adultery to Kili both, when taken in the FaSi« and 

Italians at this day, thd without any fuch Law, are 
»ery rarely more rpacifuL Wc confefs this is ao Eo- 
^uify of fuch a Nature, as there needs the Tcry !>ci§hth 
of Chriftianity or depth of Stoictfm to forgive, crpccially 
when neither the Civil, Common, nor Stanite Law have 
wken much Care of it. But ftill the more difficulty there 
h  in fo high an Aft of Mortification, the more ftiHis 
the Glory And indeed if wc fhou’d examine the Cafe by 

Principles only of Gallantry and Reafon, it feems 
«hfurd for a Gentleman to hazard his Life for fo 16ft a

thing as one who has parted with her Honoar j  i f  ’  twere 
to preferve it, we confefs there might be feme cxcufe, 
but who can recal what’s paft ? Private Men have no 
Tribunal to fly to, i f  the Publick rights ’em not, but 
that o f Heaven. The nobicft Revenge therefore vvou’d 
be in oor Judgments, to fligtn and fcom a Perfon who 
had been guilty of fuch an Aftion, to le t ’em know we 
thought ’em not worth our Concern, and to truft their 
Paniftimcnt to t’other World. Nor, holds tins only in 
Women, but in Men as well as they, fince after we have 
abftraftcd from Cuftom and Opinion,(both very ill Judges) 
the Crime is much the fame in one as the och.er.

Qu< ft, 3. A Perjon having lov'd a Sk'dyfor fame time, and 
mad epublich. Profeffion of it,till he found himftlf lov'd again, 
after which finding his PaJJio'n decay, and his Efietm wholly 
vani^, whether U he not Oblig'd by the Laws of Generofity 
and/ufiice rather to mal̂ e l̂ nown his changeas handfomlyas hf 
can,th^n to marry,andrun thi ha'^ ârdofmaî ingbothmiferable^

Anfw. The jety  Suppdfition argues great Weaknefs, if 
not FaJftibod. If the Gentleman has not feen another 
Lady whom lie loves better, and therefore forfakes 
his fornicT Miftrefs, y c t ’tis certain, If he has, as tbe 
Queftion fu'^pofes, for fpmc time made ji Profefljoa of 
Love, he might in that time, before he had engaged the 
Lady's Affcftions, have difeover'd vvherher there were any 
thing in her Perfon or Behaviour cou’d make him ccafe 
to Love her; However, be it  real ImperfeHions in her, 
or be it only Fickjtnt^ in him, when things are once re­
duced to that pafs, that he can Love no longer, of two evih 
he oughno choofc the Icfs, and rather make her only 
Unhappy for a little while, till flic forces or wears it 
out, than make ’em both for one o f their Life-times fo 
mlferabk, as in fuch a Condition they would certainly 
be. And if  he has not a handfortier way to difeover fuch 
his Change to the Lady, let'him but (hc .v Ke'r this third 
Queftlon In our Athenian Mercury, and if flic ben’e ex- 
treamly dull, ’ twill effeftuilly do ft.

Queft. 4. Why yvomen, i f  meer Machines,, might not' 
anfwtr all othir ends,txceft that principal one of firving God 
immediately ?

Anfw. Shou’d this be granted, (as wc are far from 
doing it) what wou’d be gain’d by it ? Better the principal 
end attain’d, and all- the reft ncglefted, than on the 
contrary. But fliou’d wc crofi the Cudgels, and a Woman ask 
the fame Queftion concerning Men, h^w wou’d the Que- 
rift anfwcr it ? To come flill clofer,' plain that God 
made nothing in vain, much lefs. fo. N'oble a being as a 
Son! 5 noW there being, the feff-fame Arguments that 
Women have a Principle of 7 iftion in ’em ^tfilHaft from 
Body, which wc can produce for Man, it Wlows that 
they could not anfwcr tliê  Ends of their Cn t̂Viorf with-’ 
out it, becaufe they arc'hrade with it 5 and wfiaf’ thofe 
Ends arc’ twill be requifite to enquire, the chief whereof, 
as Sacred Writ and commoo-Expericnce cell us, h' S’flfhfy, 
fince even in Paradicc it fc if-  — It was not good for 
Man that ht fhould bt alonr MdKs if even as things arc,even 
while Women are indu’d with rational Souls as well as wc, 
the great Objeftioo which fome who wou’d be thought 
Majters of very much Senfe have agalnft ’em is —that their 
Conve'rfatifn is generally mcari and trivial, that they ara 
not worthy a Thought, and that they can’t entertain their 
Reafon, how much more might this Argument benfed, 
had they only been created 'meer Machines, as the .^ueriji 
would fain have ’em ? But here’s ftill a further unavoid­
able inconvenience and abfurdity arifing from fuch a Suppo- 
fition : Even Man, that Noble Creature Man, who ftrurs 
and looks fo big upon htmfclf and all about him, muft 
degenerate into at Icaft half a Machine in rhe next Genera­
tion— for the Birth takes after the Mother at leaft as 
rnuch as the father, and if the Parent wfre only a Ma­
chine, a SobMcfs piece of Clock-work, its impofiiblc but 
the Child muft ftrike atcer her, and accordingly, which 
is very iHtafant and Philofophieali -OBcCfock protiucc ano­
ther to the end of the Chapter.

Queft, j .  Wkuker from the prtfent C a r t i^  of tht Ft-
male
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Anfw. Wccao’t much approve cither o f the Prudencê  
Good Nature, or Truth of tltofc Pcrfons who arc eternally 
commending the Days of «ur Great Grandfathers, and de­
claiming againrt our own. ’ Tis certain, wc had Vices 
common here In Henry the Bth\ days, which now make 
an Engli(h-inia tremble but to hear ’em mentioned. To 
come to the we think the prefent carriage of
die Female Sex much vehat the fame, or at leaft not tporfe 
tlian their focirer behaviour. — Many then were frond, 
f io li\  and vain, and fo they, arc now *, and Men as well 
a$ tliey, and fo 'tis like to continue when the Athenian 
MeycHi) is forgotten. After all, mofl of their vanity 
they owe to us; and if wc our (elves firft tell 'em they 
are Angels, and arc afterwards angry when we find ’em 
mortal, whom can wc blame for the miftakc ? To be 
fhorr, their Admirers iliink ’em Angels, bccaufc they 
pla..e tlielr lUaxtn only in ’em ; their Dejpifcrs and Ene­
mies caU'tm Devils, bccaufe perhaps fomc o f ’em have 
tormcn'cd ’em ; but thofc vvlto know ’em bcucr, apd 
arc more intimately acquainted with ’em, tell us poor in­
nocent Batchelor.', that they arc neither one nor t’other, 
but as very errand Fhfh and Blood as we our fclves arc.

Queft. 6. Whether Women are not '^ifer in mainng Men 
SiTvants, than Me-i in making thcnifelves fof

Anfrc. ’ I is nciilier one nor the t’other, hut Nature has 
done it for both: And if Men arc their Servants before 
Marriaii, the Womans happinua is fo fhott, that we 
have litcle Ktafon to f»v> ’em, fince the Cafe ^  fut̂ n alter'd, 
and wc are generally fretty even with ’em afterwards.

Queft. 7. Whether Men do not generally marry in vain, 
Jince nkat they chiefly profo(e,v\z, the avoiding the bafenejl 
of a mixt pollcricy, is ufu^y fo littU regarded by them on 
wham that Truft depends T

Anfiv. I f  chat Evil is hardly avoidable after all the re- 
(Iraints which God commands, and the wifdom of all 
Nations can lay upon thcw»7d humour of fomeMcn, how 
much Icfs were It fo,if all were left to the moft Uwlefs Li­
berty ? unicl's they’ll fairly confefs they arc wicked mecr- 
lyfrom a principle of ContradUlion. Is  the meantime, 
wc neither believe the World fo good or fo bad as fomc 
luppofc it,, in all Places and Ages there were fame who 
pro^ituted their own and their UusbaneCs honour, but Cha­
rity obliges us to hope many more who would even un­
to Death, inviolably preferve it. But fuppofing not, 
how filiy is'c for Men to complain of thcmlelves; wou'd 
they but let the Women alone, wc fliould have ’em all 
Saints, and their Husband's Honours much more fafe than 
if  they were in their own keeping.

8. Whether there were any fucb thing as the Cere­
mony of Marriage t^/errMofes?

Anjw. If not the Ceremony, there was the Subflance, 
namely, making cnclofures out of the common.' This ap­
pears, not only from die dccillon of the former Quefli- 
011, but alfo from t;lic Story o f Judah, who was for pu- 
nifhing his Daugh?pr-in-Law Tlrtmar with Death, for 
p U v l n g . t h c w h i c h  he would not have done if all 
had been fge^mon: Nay, even tlK Intention of violating 
the Mamage-Bed, waspunifhed v/Uh grevious Plagues, as 
in live Inl^anccs of Pharatihmd .Abimtltcb. But befides 
tliis  ̂ tlKrc was a jormal asi îng Confent of Panmi,zsAbra- 

Servant did of Beibiul, .and great feajiivg and fo, 
lemnity at the time of Marriage, as we read at Jacob's 
Wedding.

Oueft. 9. What are we to (kk^ of that Virtuofo, who 
v ify d  there were another way of multiplying Mankind, 
li^e that which Nature has given Trees and Flowers to con­
tinue their own Species ?

Anfw. What Itou’d wc think of that Perfon who Ihou'd 
«orac to the moll Ingenious Artificer, IVatch-ma^er, 
Mathematician, &c. and tcJl him, this \yhccl where- 
by the Watch was kept in motion, was mz well made 
or placed, bathe might cafily have invented a better; 
or this Line is not well diawn, you may demonpate the 
Propofithn without I t ; Ihou’d wc not cl:iDk iilm at leafl 
very rafh and overweening to correft an Arti^ in his own 
Art, wherept he himfcif mj^hc have but fomc little 
fmatfring T This is a faint Similitude  ̂ of the Ijardinels, 
we had alnwH faid blafpbemy of fomc Men, who like tlic 
proud King o f Arragon, wou’d teach God to make the 
World belter.

And’twas this wife Artificer, who after he had crea­

ted Man Ma/r and female, and given’em that Command, 
increaft and multiply, added more to this days wort̂  
than to all the reft, — Behold it was very good. If then 
we have all things necelTary to render us perfeA and com- 
pleat in the Sratton and Order of created wherein
we are fix’d, and if this days work be proneuned by him 
that made it tohe all tve may with at Jeaft as
much Civility find fault with this Gentleman’s work as 
he docs with his Makers: —Th6 after all, fucli a Cont% 
plaint might very probably be but a Copy of 
nance, aUdhe thus rail at the Grapes either bccaufc then 
outof his reach, or elfc he had taken foine fu)feit,OT 
been foundly griped with ’em formerly. And fo much 
for Trees.

10. Whether Marriage be of Divine Right, or on­
ly [Political Inftitution ?

Anfw. Both, th6 the latter feems to depend upon the 
former •• The Law of Nations is the Law of Nature, apd 
th e /.a w  of Nature are the Laws of God, Hov/come the 
Political Inflitutions of all Nations where there’s any 
fuch thing as Law, (as where is there not ?) to make 
Matrimony honourahU, and promifeuous mixtures both cri­
minal and odious, were there not fomething in Nature 
it felf which taught ’em this great Truth ? So far is it 
from being any prejudice againft the Divine Ordkatm 
of Marriage, that ’ tis inforc’d and guarded by Politick 
Inftitution, that we fee ’tis much rather an Argument 
for the Afnmativt", for were there indeed any weight in 
the Obje^ion, wc might as well argue that ULe^hmy 
was no bncach of Ged’s Law,bccaufc the Magiftrate orders 
thofc who arc guilty of it to undergo the moft kfaam  
of Punifhmtnts. Tliac Marriage is not only of Divine Ori­
ginal, but even inllituted in Paradife, and as old as the 
World ; all both Chriftiaos and Jews have ever believed, 
and A/o/Vr, and a greater than he, even our Saviour him- 
felf alTure us, In the beginning, lays he, God made 'em 
Male and Female ■—For this Caufe jhall a Man leave his Fa­
ther arid his Mother, and cleave to his Wife; — And they 
two fhali he one flefh, for they are no more, twain, but one flifb. 
Nor is it potfiblc to give a more graphical dcfcripcion 
of Marriage than thofc words prefent us.

Queft, I I . Whether a Perfon by the bare Light of Na­
ture would be difpofed to Women have Souls ?

Anfw. I f  by that Light we can prove Men have Souls, 
undoubtedly Women muft have ’em too, fmcc the Male 
and Female in all ^ecies arc like. As for the Perfon 
who puts this QueftioD, wc only wifti him the verieft 
yirago in Chriftehdom to his Yokefellow, would quickly 
facisfic him whether her Sex had Souls or no.

CUJBettifetucntsJ.
63? A Gentleman laft Weel̂  ftnt m a very Nice Queftioft 

t \  concerning an Illegitimate lateli laid to his Charge 
(under very improbable Circumliances of being bis)whicb Qur- 
niqn w i had never atfwered, but that he affures us (for 
weighty Rcafons which wc muft conceal) that his Riputir 
tion k  a great meafure depends upon our determination : We 
(ball therefore as modcfWy as may be give our Opinion in this 
dubious Matter, hut muft crave his Patience liU next Mon­
day, »f being moft proper to anfwer his Query at the end ef 
our firft Volume, which will then he publifbt.

f 'D ? ’  the 8ch. of fane will be finiftrd all the is  Numbers 
i J  that eompleat our firft Volume, which jhall then be 

puhliftfd all together, with a Preface and Index to it,wkkb 
faid Preface, Index, and 12  Numbers, fhali be but lad- 
price, that fo all th^t Gentlemen that took ibe finglt 
Sheets from time to time, may have rfctir Volume entire/«r 
2U 6 d. And alfo that thoft Colfec-houles that did the likf 
may then have the whole Firft Volume fiitch'd u9 by them, 
for the conftant entertainment of their Cuftomers,{ingle Sheets 
being apt to be loft, except palled in a B ^ k .

|l![Tbf ^ueftiofa fint this Week, concerning a Cannon- 
BuHet,tcc. (upon our Solution of which a great Wager de­
pends) will be anfwtred at the End of our flrft Volume.

The feveral ^suftions concerning Jephtha’r Daughter, 
the ^6tb Verfe of the 1 ytb. Chap, of the 2d. to tbt Corineb. 
Individuation, Eunuchs, Spirits, Eecboes,the various Colours 
that art in the Eye, fcc. {ball be fpeedily anfwtred.

I

L  0  M D 0  N .' Priocedfor P. Smart, 16 ^ 1.
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