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The Athenian Mercury:

CUCftiaP,

Qucil ffethfr Perfons diform'd i»ith diflorttd
Bodies can have Remedy, or he made
ftrait again? if not, how may they

Y (hun the Ridicule of their Deformity ?

Anfw. Though furh Perfons are dcftitute of a Corporeal
ReSlitude, and of all Means tending to an Effcftive
Cure, yet they need not defpair of a mere advantageous
exchange, to wit, a well compofed Mind and a reftified
judgment. A deformed Perfon js no more ridiculous™
beccaufc Pools think him fo, than the Af‘on a MonCQer,
becjufc a filiv Cur barks at it. A wife Man thinks not
a jewel of Icfs Value bccaufc kept ina mean Cafe. A
gererous Spirit may be lodg'd under any fhape, and a de-
form'd Shape perhaps may be more conducive to ver-
tuous Aftions than a fair one, wliich ufually is too much
valud, to the i'rcjudice of the Minds Ornaments. AU
BoHs win be perfect in another Wodd, and the Grave
makes no diftinftlon. He that ridicules a deform’d Per-
ffin, charges his creator with Folly j and at the fame time
ftho' he has little Reafon fot't) is proud in being a
greater Debtor to God and Nature than the other. One
of tlicgrcateft Misfortnnes a wife deform’d Man has, is,
his over refinting Fitty at the Deformity of a Pool's Mind.
WQlIJeft. 2. //ow does a Fright bring a drum™en Man to his

ts

Anlfv. Tiic Spirits of tlie Liquor mounting into the Brain,
intoxicate the Animal Spirits, which are chiefly lodg'd
there, and occafion Drunkennefs, but when the Heart is
ofprefs d by a Fright, the Animal Spirits fly to its afliflancc,
and in their paflage through the Blood, are purified and
cleard from the Intoxication, as the Salt-water by run-
ning through the Channels of the Earth lofes its Salfi-
tude, and becomes frefh.

<Meft. A Friend of minein a Garifon befieg'd, dream'd
that aBomb was (hot into the Town, and fell upon his
ffskfe, andfet it onfire, immediately he awaif*d out of bis
ineam, got up, and call'd up all.his Family, and left his
«!)*/>, which asfoon as he had done,a Bomb was accordingly
fhat, and burnt his Hnuft to the ground. — Qucry,H"Mr Rea-
fon cm you alfign for this Dream, and the Ejft£l ofit ?

Anfw. Our Dreams are different as are their Caufes:
—The Natural Caufc is the Conftitution of our Bodies,
2s tile Cliolcrick Dreams of Fire and Slauglitcr, and fo
of the reft:—The Imaginary Caufc is when fomethiog
has been done or thought on in thcv day-time, making
* deep lirrtflion upon the Animal Spirits, which the
Itt"\ginatifin prtfenteeh again wh .n aflecp, as the S.)uldi-

M>8*RCITicnt caufes him to dream of another fight:
raisisalfo Natural to B.-utes, a Hound will dream of

Akntingy”~c. Eutthc cxrraordinary”Cauits of Dreams for

rather Vifiom) arc Angels, and thefc either good or bad,

N d when we are warn'd to avoid fomc imminent Evil,

iMd when the Suggeflion tendsto a greater Defpair. Of

t'lc firfl was the .I>uai;l's Friend, of the lifl was Pope

Innocent™ the Fourth, who was fummon'd in a Dream,

Murge-mifir, & zeni ai Judicium, ArifelVretch, and come

to Judgment. We liavc feveral Inflances of both Na-

tures, which uc can rank in no other Order than
amongQ the extraordlnary Providences of God Al-
mighty

9 uefl. 4. Whether is |t better to carry the War into the

of the Enemies Country, or toguard the Frontier ?
Wocchalicngc no pretenfions to the Political

'iir, nor chink it convenient to Philofophiete upon Stare

rtiirs, butraclier refer to the (as yet unknown) mea-

« which have been lately taken at the Cengrefs at the

whofe happy event, wehop>e, may be a full An-

L the Queflion. However, for the Curiofity of

ncqucrift we fbail in Jhorc lay down what the Wits
fifc* amongfl the reft of their Philefo-

IffoAConJertnc"s which confidering the prefent (late of

\iL be altogether unwelcome. Thofc that

~cre for guarding the Frontiers, urg’d, chat both Lcad-

«Q S->uldiers might better execute Orders at home,
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the Inhabitants being ready ro contribute what they
can in Carr, Pains, Money, Sec but in ftrangc places they
could not expert fuch advantages, but mufl labour un-
dcr the dirtlculricsof honefl Guides, <x;. NjtU-e begins
at home, every one \\oa\(i rather txerc his ucmo.fl care
and zeal for the prefervation of his own Life, Wife
Children, and Efferts, than for making dtfi:ns’ upon
another’s Life, Goods, &c. How Invafions fucceed wir-
nefs thofc in the Iflcof Rhee, St. Homrat, andSt.’ AMfr-
guerite and Lamatt, whofe unhappy Events confirm wiiat
is faid beforeT hofc that were lor carrying the War into
the Enemy’s Country argued thus. Two Gamellcrs rc-
femblc the invading and the invaded Prince, one where-
of having begun to win, will no longer venture any
thing of his own, but profecutes the Game with the o-
thers Money, w e | | nigh pays it felf in an Enemies Coun-
try: The Romans were always Virtorious out of Italy
but were often beaten at home by the Gaulsami Cartha-
ginians, the English luve been more fortunate in France
than at home. Terror which gets half thivVUlory, is always
on the Aggreffor's part — The FrtKch are fitter ro at-
tack the Enemy afar off, than to fupport his Eruptions in-
to their Country, becaufc tlic firfl requires fuch an Ar-
dour and Impetuofiry as is natural to them, and the
fecond liach need of more patience than their Genius and
rrw/>rr affords 'em.— | have meniioncd this Conference
on purpofe to compare it with t'icir prtfent Artions
and Temper i and for fuch other applications as Ingenu-
ous Loyalijis may make oi it, when the prefcne Affairs of
Savoy fliail make good the latter part of the Charartcr

Queft, $. Why a Dolphin follows a Ship until he is
frighted away ?

Anfw, 'Fis not from the fame reafon as ~harh and
other ravenous Fillies do, who experta dead Body, or
a Prey, bat from the great love and kindoefs which
thofc fort of Fifties bear unto Man, the frequent Inftanccs
of which perhaps might give life to the Story of Arson,
the Italian MuficUn, who being about to be flain for
his Money, as he was failing homewards, defired to
play one LclTon on his Harp before he died, and fo leap’d
overboard, and light upon the back ol a Dolphin, which
carried him fafe to his Native (hoar before the Ship got
home, where he told the Matter, and the Marriners be-
ing examin’d confefs'd it

Queft. d. Sailing near the Caoce of Good hope | ob-
ftrv'd to all appearancefeveral flaftirs of fire upon the Sur™
face of the Water: Query, Wes it ready fo or not, and |ffo
what IS the Natural Caufe thereof!

Anfw. Paulus Biornom.ts refiding in Ifiand, fcotan
Account fomething like this to the Royal Society, and
added, that they have great ftorc of Brimftone there
Wehavcalfo tins Account from a Friend, that at the
Bay of Bifcay, which is about *00 Leagues off Scilly the
Water running off the Oars as they row along in the
Night, feems to glietei and look, .ts if it were onfire 1 The
reafon whereof we conceive to be this, the Sea being
In all places (hut more cfpecially in fome chan others)
rcpieac with fulphurous and faline Spirits, which by
eitlicr the Motion of a Timpefi, or the violence of the
Oars, fetson work and emits thefe volatile Vapours m
the Nature of a Flame, fomething near the Nature per-
haps of our Modern liquid Phfsher:»: So that we fup-
pole what the Quenft thought to be a flifti of Fire, ™~as
rather the fide of fome nfmgwave, that had met with
the aforcfaid Vtolciivic, prepared and qualified in like
manner.

Queft 7. MIjjf is the meaning of thtfe words, viz. And
Sau,. went into the Cave to cover his feet ?

~NAnfw.'Vii a modeft expreflion of doing the Neceffi-
tses of Nature— -By covering the feet, 'tis cafily gather'd,
that the manner of wearing their Apparel at that rime
was long, perhaps like that of the Turks and Grecians
whofe Garments in that pofture reach low enolLgh to cti-
ver their ftet.

QHCHt.



Qu5(h 2. Hovi i furtndd in tht Air, vhtn her
nirgi an only expanded, and not in M-itlon ?

Arprv. Kiom the Qiue todlOH ihac a thin piece of Sil-
ver, Brafs, IrAj, &c. will fwim upon die Water, vlt.
fKclurc a linle liody pofl'tifes a great mm j for if the Iron
was eomrafted and beat into' a Lump, it would fink,
and if the Kite fiKiuld gather her Wings to her Body, fhc
would fall to tlie Earth.

<Muert. 9 ivntrt had Adam and Eve their Needles and
Thndto fiv their Fig~eavts together?

A, They ufed neither Needles oor Thred, for the
Original word don't fignifie fowing, but wrfafbiji® or
tending: So that they took fmall Boughs and Leaves to-
geilier, which they twilled, and wrapt about them to
c(<ver 'their NakcdRcfs.

qucli. lo- Hhyisthe Water in the Baths more hot than
in other Spring: nr Rivers ?

Antw. By rcalbn of their pafCige through faline and

Minerals, whofc Nature they Imbibe, and with
wi'Oi'e Spirits they eafily mix by reafon of their Tenuity.

Quell. 11. Wriether an Apprentietj being bound to tht
Husband, (the /Aaband dying) mij be joretd to fervt out
his time ivith the Widow,fhe "etplng upher HusbamCs Tradtl

Anfev. The W'idow is bound to teach him die Trade,
cither by taking fome one of the fame P’gjgjjion into her
Hou'e that IScapable to do ir, or by turning him over to
anotiicr Mailer, otherwife there is no compelling him to
Icrvcoiithls Time for her TntercA, if thereby he is de-
prived of the Opportunities of luch an Information as
tilight render him a Maftcr (unlclsic be hisown fault)
at the Expiration of his Indentures: The Chamberlain is
the proper Judge and Arbitrator in the Picaof both
Parties.

Quell. 12. Why dots the Scripture forbid ut to mar Lin-
fy-moify ?

Anfw. w*c are no where forbid it, 'twas a prohibition
ofthe/rwt amongfl the reft of their Ceremonial Laws,
which were all Shadows and Types of fomething to be
fulfilled in the This particularly was to refcmble
that fimplkity and fngU hearttdnefs, which is required of
every Perfon,under the fuller Manifcflations of the Gofpel.

Quell. 15. Whither Fire be viable, ornot?

Anfw. The Suppofition of its viftbility, has made ma-
ny Perfons to conclude there is no Elementof Fire, be-
caufenotvifible: But here a falfe Caufe is afligo’d, Air
is notvipblr, and Fire is a more pure fort ef Air rarifed,
and therefore Ids confident with vifibility. We fee
Coals, Sticks .Candles burn, &c. vet we fee not the Fire,
but the Nouriihmcnt of Fire. Tills Hypothefis k dc-
raonllrable from the Flame of a Candle, which affords
Soot, and an Oily Subftance, vifihlc when joyn'd in the
Infiamacion, and vilible when feparare after cxtingulfh-
nitnti but rake away tliis Nourilhmenr, and the flame
of the Candle becomes invifible® bccaufc feparated from
grofs matter.

Quell. 14. Hawdom call tkoft thingsto mind that we
have forgotten ?

Anfw. _  Two ways, one is~ the repreftntation
of ObjMs to QJ Senfes : As for inltance, my Mourn-
ing Ring puts mein mind of my Friends Death that
gave it me.-—- The other is by a or Connexion of
Confequences treafur'd up in my Memory. As for example,
A Difeourfe of*my friend’s Death occafions that of ano-
ther Perfons, this difeourfe of another Perfon's Death
may caufe a rccollcAion of his Vertues and Vices, and
thclc may ulber in the comparifon of another Maris ;
DOW by running back this Chain of Inferences, | can bring
to mind the Death of my Friend, which gave occafion
to the tell of the difeourfe.

Quefl. 15. Why will a Fi{h without Scales live longer than
a with Scales ?

Anfw. Tis obfervcablc, that Filh with fmall Scales, as
Trouts, Tench, fkc. have thicker skins than Scaly Fifh
have, as Chivin, Dace, &c. which perhaps may hinder
a per[l>iraiion of the Air longer, and defend them from
the force and power of a contrary Element, as for Eels,
Lampriys, &c. whidi have no Scales, ’'tis doubted by
fomc wliether they may duly he rank’d amongfl the
number of FiSirs, orwhether they may not rather be
rermed Amphibion Creatures, not onlv from their long
living our of the Water, butby their endeavour to hide
tlicniiclves (when taken; amongfl the deepeft Grals,
Mofs, Leaves, or any other Covering, as lias been very
often experienc’d both by my fclf and others.

LONDON:

Quefl. itf. Which of our Senfes can we befl ffari >

A-fw. Smelling, whcenkisicllln fuch means as don’'t
at the fame time prejudice the which lomttimcs
happens, th6 tafling and fmelliii  h;;-'? commonly that
dependaoce of, and affinity one wir;. ihe other as the
Eyes have, of whicli, one being wohu< loll, the
other through the anguilh often runs tlie fame ¢ "2

Quell. 17. Whether tht Immortal soul was breati/i
into Adam with the Animal, at the fame time, or biftrt
or afterl

Anfw. At the fame time undoubtedly, unlefs you'll
have him a PredecelTor to Nebuchadne\%ar, who a“ted
fomccimes the Man and fometimes the ~afl. Adam
could not properly to be faid be Adam, till he was 3
perfeft Man, — God call'd a Council of the Trinity to
make him a Man, not a Beafl.

Quell. 18. What's tht Original Caufe of the Small Fox,
and why more on the Face than tiftwbtrt ?

Anfw. The Learned fay there are two Caufes, the
Material and the Efficienti the former is the Impurity of
the Menflrual Blood, which ferves for nourilbing the fe-
tus in the Womb, where at firll it draws the purtll and
fwectell  bliyid, but when grown bigger it attrafts
the groffcHwith the thin. So that as Horfes once in
thdr lives call the Strangles, fo Nature once purges
and voids in Men that Menjirual Impurity, which being
equally difpers’d over all the Body, and in fmall Quan-
tity, hinders rot its Fundion j the Efficient Caufe is
likewife common to every Body, to wit, Natural hut,
which drives thefc Impuririfs outward, efpccially in the
Face, bccaufc all the Organs of Senct terminating there,
IS fuller of Spirits, and confequencly liable toa great
actradion of thofc malignant Vapours.

Quell. 19. WhaPs the reafon that an Ox has longer Huint
than a Bull,and yet a Weather fhorter than a Ram ?

Anfw. Horns, Nails, and Hair arc excrementitious
parts, fed by Moiflure, andexpell’d by Heat, and arc c-
micted proportionable to the redundancy of either Qu&*
lity. The heat of an Ox is allay’d by Cajiration, cr
Gelding, butyet fo much leftas to emit the cxcremceD-
titious Moiflure, which by Gelding is more prevalent
than before, bccaufc the heat digefied much of that
moiflure which now is emitted in Horns, fca but the
Ram by gelding is depriv’d both of the redundancy O
moiflure and heat, and is left in an equal temperament
of Body, being able by its little heat to emit its little
moiflure In Wool. Tis evident, that Sheep don’t abound
lomuch in thofc qualities as Bulls and Cows do, bccaufc
fome Sheep have never any Horns at all.

atotirauontss*
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