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The Athenian Mercury:
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Queft. I. 'Uetbtr 'tis mou rttionti to msî t a De~ 
fetnt tit France Af 5 m , or pirctinto 
it by tht way t f  Savoy, &c.

Asfvf. The Author of the Projea of a Dtfetnt on Franct 
lately Printed, who we arc told is a Ftrfon of is
clearly for making the attmpt by 5 m , oa which fide they 
arc undoubtedly much wtai^tr tnan upon any itArr, unlels 
perhaps that o f Savoy. He gives many very frtbablt R u -  
ftns for his Opinion̂  bur the chitj feems to be that accord­
ing to his Font being built at cooTcnicnt diftao-
ccs along the jhoart and flrong Gariftns of Englilh in 
them, who might put the adjacent Country under Con- 
triiHtmSt France wou'd be both infinitely diHrafted and 
weaken'd, and ncceiTitated either to draw down their 
Fmis CO Guard the Country, and leave their Frtntiirs 
open to the Confederates, or elfe expofe their Country 
to the perpetual Ravages of an Enemy almoft in its very 
Bowels. The other Opinion for piercing by Savoy, or 
that way, feems to be rather approv’d by the Author of 
Tot Hifiorical and Political tAtreury, that ingenious and 
impartial Writer ( if  ever there was one^ intimating in 
fcvcral places, particularly p. 140. as in all other 
Cafes, not without Rcafon, for while the Punch Gari- 
fo.'is are fo Arong and numerous, both on the fide of 
fUniirsznAGtrmany, and o\xz English Forces are fo di­
vided and employ’d in the firft of thofc Places, and in 
htUni, it feems not very prafticablc for us or other of 
the Confederates to attack’em any way but by Savoy or 
BiTiudy. And to this at laft feems to agree even the 
Author of the Proje£l, who little lefs'chan grams, that the 
Tim CO make a Defcent by Sea upon France, is now (for 
theprcrem)over _ B u t  lecic be either by Sea or Land, 
if ’twere but once effcdually done, we (hou’d hardly 
had fault with the manner on’ e.

Quell. 2. WbatiiaSpeW, and why not lawful, i f  only 
hard words, and what are the meaning of theft words, Er- 
ihin, Dldc, Sumina, Sulphin, what Language thty are, 
and what is their Vertue ?

Anfw. By a Spell or charm has been always under- 
Aood, a certain form of words endued with a fecrec 
unaccountable power o f performing jtrange things by 
their Repetition, the chief whereof curing Difeafes, pro­
curing Love, and dcflroying Serpentn. Thus Theocritus 
and Firgit from him,— —  Frigidut in pratis cantando 
rumpitm Anguis, and again,— OAfirr ab urbe Domum, mea
carmina, Aucite Daphnin.---------The Scripture alfo refers
to the fame I’radices, when it mentions, — The Serpent 
and the voice of the CbarmeT ■, forbidding alfo on pain 
of Death any fuch thing, which abundantly may fatis- 
fic us chat any fuch thing mull be unlawful. The Rea- 
fon is, what is not performed by Nature, nor the im­
mediate Power of God, nor the flrcngth of Fancy, we 
can’t fuppolc to be done by any other way but by a 
Compact with Evil Spirits. Hard words in thcmfcivcs can 
hive no power, and therefore, as fuch, indifferent; but 
if fuch things produce any real cflFcfts, as ’tis hard to 
fly they do not, when we have fuch Clouds of Infiances, 
they both dircftly tend to take off Mens Minds from 
8 depcndancc ontheSupream Being, and alfo to make 
’em ncglciS all rational means, and grow weak and 
fupcrfljcious, and arc bcfidcs juftly to b« furpefted for 
ibe former Rcafon. Wc deny nor, that words joyn- 
cd with Tunes may have great Vertue, by their morion 
on the Air, and fo oa the Spirits, as in the Cafe of the 
larantule, and perhaps formerly many others which 
are now lo ft,— Iwc this is ratianalf and wc can give 
fome tolerable account of it by the Rules o f Nature, 
'vhich wc can’t fay of the ocher. For the words here 
^oduced, Erihin, Hide, Sumina, Sulphin, they feem only 
lotne barbarous Terms wliich the Con/*r<rj, or thofc who 
ivou’d be thought fo, make ufe of, without any fence in 
ihemfcivcs, or dtpendance 00 each other,unIcfs they may be 
^*dc on purpofc by the Querift to puzzle the caufe. 
iherc is indeed in fomc of ’em the Traft of Latin and

Engli^ words, others only tranfvers'd , Erthin, feems to 
be no more chan in Earth, D/de may be Latin, Sumina is 
only tui-n’d backwards, and the ft. ft part of Sul-
phin when tranfpos’d is plus; and if any can make more 
o f ’em, they are very welcome, and whether there’s any 
yertue in ’em, Satan knows, from whom, if they have 
any fuch, they mull receive It*

Queii. A Gentleman of my Acquaintance having been 
formerly in Love, and difappointed, has again offer'd his Ser­
vice to another Lady, who refufes to entertain his Amours, 
though upon Honourable Termsj till the ATHENIAN SO­
C IE T Y  refolve this ^ e fiio n ,------SVkether ‘tis pojjiblt for
a Gentleman that h.ns been in Love before, to love again with 
the fame Ardour and Affe£lion as atfirjl.

Anfw. I f  wc take in both the Sexes  ̂ (thofc Countries 
excepted where the Wife cuftomarily furvives not her 
Hust^nd^ wc (lull find above one half o f cheWoriduna- 
nlmoufty give their Suffrage in the Affirmative  ̂ perhaps 
we might have faid a greater part, i f  vve conllder how 
oft feme are married, and how many have been difap- 
poimed in their Affeftions, cither by Parents, Compulffon, 
their own falling out, or upon fccond and more advifcd 
thoughts, and yet after all have proved happy Inftances 
of an extraordinary AffeUion. Nor can we fee any Rea-* 
fontothe contrary, fiiice the Affe^lion terminates not 
fo much in the Perfon loved, as in the &jtalifieations% 
’ tis there only chat a wife Man’s inccreft or difintcreft is 
fccurcd ; This is evident, fince almoft half our time is 
fpcm in dari^ntfs, where we can make no diftinftion of 
Terfons, and yet the Love is the fame. I am ready to 
confcls, Stnfual Love hates a Rival, and perhaps cannot 
be twice pajjionately fix'd ; (and ’tis fo much the better in 
maDyCircumftances; I'mfure ’tis in Chriftianicy, when 
the breach of the hrft Command lies at ftake:) But the 
Soul is HHConfin'd and free, is ignorant o f die Name of 
Rival, as alfo of the diftindionof Sexes, fixes end re­
moves as Vnbyafs'd and fober Reafon didates .* —  Where 
chat fixes and is fccur’d, thelcfrcr (I mean chat o f the 
Perfon) always fubmics, acleaftfo taras is necelTary for 
an eafie and comfortable Life. An agreeable Converfc, 
and an Union of Soul, never cloys or diminilhes, but is 
equally vigorous in Youth and Age, and in all Statesand 
Conditions where the Fear o f God and Rcafon are at­
tendant.— Let the Gendeman evince by Matter of Fa£l 
the Conditions the Lady expeds, and afterwards fhow 
her this Anfwer, and ftie’jl be doubly oblig’d to'be of our 
Opinion.

Queft. 4. What will mal̂ e People wakeful that are given 
to Sleep ?

Anfw. Everyone has heard the Story of the Philofb- 
pher, who to keep himfelf waking, ufed to fit with a 
Ball in his hand over a Braff Bafin, that if he clianccd to 
nod, rhe noife made by the fall thereof might again 
waken him. The Nightingal fings with a Thorn at her 
Brea^ for the fame Rcafon, i f  you’ll believe fome Natu- 
ralifts, thft ’ tis ftraoge flie fhou’d fit finging fo long till 
they came nigh enough to make the obfcrvation, cfpecial- 
ly when without any light to do it. The Spaniard burns 
Paper under his Nofe, if you’ll credit the Comedian. 
But thofc kind of Sleeping Sid^n/Jfes are notfo common 
now as formerly in England '. Almoft all our Chronicles 
give a ftrange account of a fort of a Plague of this Nature, 
which happened here in the Reign of King Henry the VIII. 
In his fevtn and chinieth Tear, on Tuefday in Eaftcr-wcek, 
William Foxicy, Pot-mai êr for the Mint of the Tower of 
London, fed a(leep,axd could net be walked with pinching of 
burning, tiU the firfl day of the next Term, which was full 
fourteen days > and when he awaited,was found in ad points 
as if he had fltpt but one night, and lived forty years after. 
Nor o f this have wc now, ’ tis hoped, any great caule of 
Fear—The degrees of drowfinefs with us arc different; 
As fo r die higheft, a Lethargy, or Coma, they arc Dif­
eafes for which the Colledge is r > be confulccd. For « 
lower degree rharcaf, it cirner proceeds from grofs

feedi»rg,
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feeding, or a 'azy Humour. To he rid of the firft, the 
Oucrift mu.'l have a care ( f  taring too much Beef: and ̂ 1 I .1. _ _ 1

lecping at Church, let him firft fairly The Verfe from whence the Word intended by
ie fault lies, in the I'rcacher, or him. it wat taken, is almoft as common as any in »iw 
’d advife him to find fomc Thundinr ox. I're.t ix qn<e warti.o i ’cis quoted by Mx-Ccwlij, if

the Wild-Goats v\hlch graz’d on the neighbouring .Meun- 
^  ________ _____  uins.

locurctlie Utter, thtre s no need"’tis hoped of appli- Queft. 7. What's , the meaning ef the Wo>d Puocilio U 
cation to the Kcmp-block, or Whippine poli, fince ho- MercurysA'a. ig V . i Dictionary ii’r r#
neft bufmefs and conllant employment arc for tlie mofh be jnnnd, fince the ^uerifi can difener it in none that he
pare futfiacfu to accomplilh it. If the I’roponcnt be on- ever yet confulltd?  ̂ _ ............... ...
iy troubled wrtli fle 
examine where the
Ifin ch cfirft, we’d — ..............  - .............  - .r- r i. ■
or orhcr,thar la\*s on the Peoflis F.ais to fonie purpofe,and we nultakt not, la his Ejjay upon orra^f/j, ana by a|.
place hmiftlf dircftly again/t the Pulyiu and if he fleeps mofl a hundred others. The Word as ’ tis I’nmcd m the
there too, he's e'en in a def r̂ate md.tion, and we’ve no Mercury, is to be found in no DiaUnary but an
more to fay to him. nor any where clfe but in the Brain of that Block-head

Queft 5 Is a Monkey capable of learning to fpea!̂ , or of a Printer who infuteu it by a miftake inftead of P«. 
they not fjtahivirt it not Ur fear oj verging, as milio, which fignificr, as all know, any little, fhorr, 

Come (uppoCil dwarfifh fort of a Creature — and may be render’d—
Anfw. Yes undoubtedly, juft as much as a Man can Go-by-ground, or almofi what the Reader pleafcs, who 

bark, or fly in the Air. tverv Creature has its peculiar wchope will be fb juft and candid as not to impute 
Properties, by which its difltnguilh’d from all others, fuch literal Faults to the Compofers of the Papers, 
and oncof the neareft of tixle properties is their voice, Q uelt. 8. Having taken Notice that tn jrour 
as latrabile, Augiule,-  ■ neighing to a Horft, Jn lw cr to that Quejiion about the M onftruous

C „ lf  «.C on,m ode,
Properties muft proceed from the Efftnce of the Crr<f- 
turt, as well as be expnffivt of its Kature. The Effence 
or conftiturivc difference of Man is Ids Reafon, and from 
Rtifon follows 5 frrcfc, or the next power thereof; there­
fore ’tis impoftiblc Speech Ihou’d naturally and properly be . i  r, - 1
ro iSubjid  wiiich has no Reafon. And how little t’ -re- w c  have lo many Inltanccs already.-  
of fuch muft have, who arc fo willing to part W;u. fo gives US an account in his time
great a prerogative, nay, to tntercommon with the Bcafts, 
and

tion to the Senfitove Imagination  ̂ .^^Query^ Smee 
Brutes are con cern 'm ay -we ever cxfe6i fuch In- 
finances in Fifhes ?

‘Infyia. We cannot deny a poffibilityof what
Ronde- 
of a

. ,  , V , . . .  »/ » M onlT er that w a s  ta k e n  in  Norway  in  a Tern-
cither make thcrofelves Monkeys, or Monkeys men, n r  m  r  \a  k

'tis very eafie to judge. But all Mankind arc not foil- pcftuous S e a , exa<5l ly  re lem b lin g  a M onk,
beraU and’cis acknowledg’d by whatever Is fober, that and gives us the Figure ot it, to which is al- 
Beafts can have co proper Reafon, as we have formerly fjgn’d the fame Caufe o f MinJ^roJiry {bat: wc 
proVd. Its true, and if vvn m n ak . nm yii.y  See W < /< -
too, give us very formal Stones of Elephants that . .r  1 °  rr-, , , t xi
cou’d both write and fpeak, nay, fpeak Greek . fitjcibus. There are Icveral Other Ni-
relatc the very words of their Orations; But the beft is, turalifts that reckon  Up feveral MarineMon- 
»tls only F/i»y and j¥.lian who tell us fo, and there’s no flgrsj liich as they cannot conclude were COn-

r fh e r 'c  the Crea«on, b-t that were
can be no fuch Exprefiion, where there is no fuch mind, primarily produced by Ideas m the A d  of Ge- 
no ^ojp/r o r in theSubjeft. Birds, its neiation.
true, as they may feem by their Hying and proximity to Q u ert. o . Doth the Earth or the Sun move ? 
Heaven to Man, fo in anotlier, namely, T /̂- n 'u^n, fr,r
thty m y  bt .hougld lo hta, .-B u s  hs notori-ous; T h o fe  P h ilo fop h ers that are  for
they neither uiidcrftand the fence of the words we reach Tcrremoticnf yet W ill have the hutl tO m0V6 
’em, nor yet exprefs the of their windj i and when- about its Center, and thole that are for a
ever any thing comes from’em which appears pat and apt, fixation of the Earth \v\W have the Sun move
that’tis owing mecriy to chance, not Cfcotce,or Brj/on. As • ' __  ̂ , ______ __  a .
for example, there’s one of the greateft Families in £»t -̂ ^Cording to the common Acceptation. 
land, wlicrc having conflant Prajjers celebrated, a Par- Thus much at prelent to the Importunate 
m th Jt  hangs in a room adjoyning has by hearing it Queriff, w h o  may hear further from US in 
often repeated, learnt that vnfuU,—  Ut »> pta,; and N tw  Syfitm of Philcfephy. 
fomctimes Iiappcns unluckily to pronounce it when the j j  j  j  r j
Chaplain paffes by him 1 but will a'ny from hence, un> 
lefsthey have lefs Icncc than the Bird, conclude that it 
undir(landswhitk pronounces I And as for Bcafts, they 
can yet Icfs pretend to it than Birds, bccaufc the Birds 
have imitated both the N''tcs and Voices of Men, we ne­
ver cou’d hitd the moft docible o f Oeafts capable of that
Accort.plifiimtnt. •'x r  a''c /-\xt °  / ' i  ; tt j  J

6. li an Infant-aert kept from its Birth totfaelvt M A S O N , at bis IVrttingScboou f/je F la n d  4»» 
T-ars of Age'% ith‘>ut hearing any humantvoice, vhat Lan- P e n  /» B e ll y a rd , G ra c e -c h u l'ch -ftrce t, cn

„  O a- riafinatle Term,-. A vd fuch pUafe mar {>t AniTv. Twoud bcfairenough to put the Quenft off . , ,  , i  7 7 \
till the Experiment cou'd be try'd ; but Icaft he fhouUI ^e>nvenunt Ilcurs, w h in  School ts over) be 4--
Ik' weary with waiting fo long, -wc’il e'en make an End tended at their own Habitations.
on’t prcicntly, and anfwcr one Suppofition with another. Adzife all our l^uerijU to read the Contents ani

QHl3c r t i f c n i e i i t 0 .

A
l l  young (Stnilemtn or Ladies that d(‘ 
fire to Learn the mefi E xa^ and Short’ 

e(l Short-hand ever before invented, may bt 
faithfully Taught by the Author, W I L L I A M

whence it Icems a fair confcqucncc, that if they had not 
bcin taught tiut, they muft have fpoken none at all. Mr. 
Ji<.yiin r e i ’ S  us an odd Story of an E»pcrirticnt of this Na­
ture long fmcc made, and that fome Children educated 
in a Cave, at tiicir being taken clicnrc pronounced tlic 
Word Bisk- whicfi in the Phrygian Language fignifies 
Brtad, on which’ttya: concluded that was the moft an­
cient Language, till on a narrower O.ifcrvation ’twas 
ciifcovcr’d the (bund they made tvas only in imitation of

ticularly that about ScK-muithir nhicb the ^uiriJlrviH 
find in Numb, 22. Q. 1 9. and in Numb. 2 5. Q. 6.

|[|| We haze rtce.v'd near 20 Curious Q t̂fiions conennkf 
the Soul of Man, nhicb rt>e defign to Anjivir all togeihir r'»
one Paper------But pray fend in no more ^uejlions tilt fur-
tbtr Orders.

f  We bate receiv'd a very Kice Queflion concerning tht 
Rain-bow, c>c. TxhichfhaU be Anftvered either in our Wetk'l 
Papers, or at the End oj our Second Volume.

L O N D O N :  P rin ted  fo r P. Smart, 1 6 9 1
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