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The Athenian Mercurv:
^U E flin P , June i6 . 16 9 1.

According to our Promije in our Ja(t Mercury^ 
•ive have CoUeEled ibe federal Queftions that 
have been jent us about the Soulj and jhall here 
anjiiser êm all together.

Queft. *• T *  T  Po^ tht hart RtUtion of any thingyin Idea 
I  I  0/ the thing related u at the fame time 

rtprefented by the Imagination:Bat when 
■ sre(peal̂ ojGod. or theSoaly we have no Idea at all- 
Query, The Reafon of «  ?

Anfw. Imagination is not the EfTed o f the rational but 
the animal SouU as we may perceive by the Dreams of 
a Dig or a Horfe, and therefore no more capable of judg­
ing or reprefenting Immaterial Beings than the Fallat is 
of diHinguifhing Sounds, or the Ear of trying Gu[is and 
Sapors.

QueA. 2. How, or after what manner are our Souls in 
our Bodies I

Anfw. Cotxtenjinn and Local Prefenee are not confiftent 
with the Nature of Spirits, which are in Bodies as God 
Almighty is in all the World. Our Souls perhaps can't be 
properly faid to be phyfically in our Bodies •, 'tis only an 
CKpreHioo to our Capacity,to rcprefcni to us that the great- 
eApart of their thoughts and of their Idea’s, their fenti- 
mems of Pleafure and Pain are there by the means of 
the Body. Tlicy aft upon the Body by the aftion of 
their W ill,---- or according to Thomas Aquinas, Spi­
rits are in Bodies ajter two manners, either by the 
AlUon which they exercife upon certain Bodies, or cor­
poreal Spaces} or elft by the AHion which they fujfer, 
and which they receive by the means of certain Bo- 
dies- ■ I

The following ^aeflion is the fubfianct of fevtral, fent 
by divers Hands.

Anfw. Whether our Souls going out of our Bodits, pafi 
i«tfl any local Circumfcriptable place, or whether, according 
toOrigen, Tertullian, and other ancient Fathers, they do 
nffume certain yebicles or ftbiile Bodies, retaining the fame 
CharalleriTfng Forms which their Ttrrtjlrial Bodies had I

Anfw. As we faid before, we urge again, that Spirits 
or can’t properly be faid to in any place at all, 
where we may conceive them CO be by aCofxttn/ton, and 
a local or corporeal Circumfeription, but only by a pure re­
lation of OoeratioH and ASlivity, it would l>ca Manichean 
Idea, a Chymcrical and Monftrous Concepcion, to aflign 

and Circumfeription (which arc only proper to Bo­
dies) to a Soul. When we fay the Soul is in the Body, 

mean no more than a relation of Empire and Servitude 
both at the fame time, whiclt the Soul hath with the Bo­
dy, and the Body with the Soul, as a Power of dctcr- 
'’iiDing the Motions of the Body, and the Servitude of 
Wccivmg (generally^ her Knowledge and Sentiments by 
the Body,- fo when we fay the Soul goes out of the Bo­
dy, we mean no more than that fhc ceafes to have that 
W3tion to the Body; fo when we fay the Soul goes out 
W the Body, we mean no more than that fhc ceafes to 
ha^ethac relation to the Body in refpeft of Empire 
andScrviiudc that fhe had before— Origen'i and Ter- 
-‘ “UJ! s thoughts were too like their Bodies, grofs and 
orporeal, in alfignlng circumfcriptiblt Pthicles to uncircum- 

jcuptablt Souls, uniffs they would have ’em aft as in Bo- 
wou 'd revive the old Platonic^ Tranfmi-

the So:il is immateria!. Heaven 
 ̂frill are Loeal, and i f  Local, -ubere fc/tuated ?

A ^ n '  c-n’tadinira Lwca/ify without Extenfions, 
^ n ‘ ’i>tnts of o^agnitude and Quantity, and by confe-

which how inconfiftcnt it is 
iunvt^” '  Nature of God, Angels, and the Spirits of 
if made perfeft, every one knows, or may know

and 3d. Anfwcrs- The on- 
y Djsftioa and l)ifficulcy which lies in this AlTcrtion,

is, the reconciling it with the Site or Locality- oj our Sa- 
our s Body, which is in Heaven ; in order ro which kt the 
Oi/tftar; firft fatisfieus, What fort 0/ Bod; it is, or what 
Change is wrought upon’t, by putting cti ucorrupcion ? 
Until it can be prov’d that fuch an incorrupt immortal Bo­
dy, by its Change has not diverted ail thofe ^ua/ities and 
Accidents, which to us are the proof of the cxirtcnce of 
common matter, it will be no argument for the Locality 
of Heaven. I  fee no reafon why Matter, according to 
that definition we here make of it, may not be changed 
tofomething elfe, and only call’d fo to our apprehen/i- 
on as well as form of Matter. We have Infiancesof the 
different Forms our Saviour appear’d in after his llefur- 
reftion, and once chat with his Natural Body he ao- 
pcar’d CO his Difciples -when the doors werejhut, which coij- 
fidcrcd, may in part dcmoiirtrate that Heaven needs not 
be local bccaufe our Saviour’s Body is there: But this is 
only offer’d as our own fentimtnes, and we leave it to 
the determination of the Learned.

Quert. 5. Wlstther ftp anted .Souls have any bnowledge of 
the Afairs in this World, and what k  to be tlmgut of 
the Apparitions of the Dead > ■'

Anfw. Alth6 it cannot be denied bur in fomc grand and 
extraordinary Cafes, as the Befurreftion of thofc dead 
which appear’d upon our Saviour’s C’r«fijf.rw7i, and the 
Apparition of Mofes and Elias at the Transfiguration r 
And in fomc otlicr Cafes, as many fnrtanccs miglit be 
reckon’d up : The departed may converfe with us, or 
appear, but perhaps ordinarily. Apparitions arc not the 
Souls o f the Dead, but of other Spirits, and mortly of 
Evil ones. Augufline was of this Opinion, and faid, i f  
»twas a common thing, he was fure his Mother Monica 
wou’d have appear’d to him, wliofe love was fo extraor­
dinary great whilrt living.

(^ueft. Whether ftparate Souls Iznorv one another, fee­
ing they have not the Organs of Seeing, Speech, Sec.

Anfw. There is certainly a CowwvffifjfipH of Angels and 
Souls in Heaven, as appears from feveral Texts, Rev.y. 
9 ,10 , I I, 12 . I Cor. 13 . I. Dan. 8. 15 . butweeau con­
ceive this Communication to be chiefly in an ability bf 
infinuating their thoughts to each other by a metr a6i of 
their wiSs, juft as we now fpeak to God, or our fclv/s 
in our Hearts, when our Lips don't move, or the Icaft 
outward flgn appear. Whether there’s any other Con­
verfe, we are not yet fatisfied; but that there’s what’s 
fufficient ro know and be knowp, wc arc fatisfied.

Queft. 1 .  Whether departed Souls, as foon as th-.y go out 
of the Body, an in Jo-j or Mifery ?

Anfw. Ihc imbodied Soul is clogg’d with Flcrti, b>- 
afs’d by interert or Palfion, and abus’d with vain hopes, 
and falfc fears ; but when it comes to be freed from its 
Clog, and rakes a view of it fclf when naked and vvi h- 
out Excufes, it fees and knows its furutc lot, and by the 
Charafterirtical Notes of Holinefs or Impiety rtamp’d 
upon it, it makes a Self-judgment, and accordingly be­
gins its Blifs or Wrctchcdncfs, by expeftation of ihc 
laft day, which will be an aftual Execution of this SeJf- 
judgment. This we cake to be the immediate Joy or 
Mifcry o f a departed Soul, which in rcfpt ft to an ill 
Man, is not unfitly refemblcd to a Conviffed Criminal 
at an Earthly Bar, who before his S mtence is pau'd is 
allured of his Death, and takes the Earnert by torcrtal- 
lingitjn  unhappy and wretched Rcfli.ftionl

^ueft. 8. ipi(re do departed Souls go immediately upon 
thnr feparation from the Body?

Anfw. The Scripture fays. The Sphit returns to God 
that gave it. Our Saviour's Prayer, that we might be in 
him, and he in ui, gives its alib fhe li^crtv to anfwcr 
this Qaertion Philofophically ;  and to afuTC, that all 
Souls as they are fcpjraced from the Body, arc united 
into God, and yet without a Carachrefis, if wc confi- 
fidcr, our Souls coming at ftrrt from G.od, he never lofe* 
his Sovereignty over ’em ; 'tis in him wc live, and move, 
and have our Being, God contains all things, and is em-
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uintd Of {om^relmdid by nothing ; Jupircr cA qnodcurq’JC
v;dcs----- ■ Augujliiti, faid, jnu mull anfwir to him who (hall
asl^you wh<ri ibi^Vorld is^that'tis inGod \ if it bcobjeft- 
ed, that the Union Ijcjv^ixt Gnd and good Seuis  ̂ and the 
Union betwixt God and tvil Souls cannot be the fame, 
we aiifwcr, it is the fame, as to dependance and cxi- 
fknee, but different in the manner how. The good are 
united to God by an Union of l.ovc, Tendernefs, or 
good Liking, hut the Ev)l by an Union of Wratl\ En­
mity, and !fnplacd[)lc Vengeance, Gad (fay the Holy Ka- 
tliersj U t'luir ji'll and ttui HtU, by giving them perpetually 
an Idea thereof, by means of which Idea he impreffes on 
’em dolorous Sentiments of real burning. There is a fe* 
paration betwixt God’s Goodnefs, and Sinners, bur he is 
felt as nearly and immediately to the Rt^robatis as to 
the Saints.

Quell. 9. Whether h.rs a Van three Sou’s or no, to wit, 
the Supream, which they cad the Mind, the Senfitlvc, which 
they call an Image, and Kaiional, which ties and ĵ nits to­
gether the other nvo ?

Anfw. [ ani very well fatUfied as to the Compollcion 
o f Man, with rlic defeription St. gives of it in his 
Prayer for one of the Churches, vi\. I  pray God that 
your whole Bodŷ  Soul and S;iii.', &c. by the Soul meaning 
the Life, or Animal parr, and by the Spirit, the ration­
al, as he explains it in another place, The Spirits of jufi 
Men made perfelT, I fee no I hypcal or Theological Reafon 
fora third, fincc thf fe two vvith the Body render a Man 
capable of all the ends of his Creation.

Queft. lo. Where art the Souls of Men to remain till the 
Uii day ?

Anfw. In the Favour or Wrath of Go.l Almighty, not 
in any proper locality, bccjufe not matter. The Soul or 
Mind Is not confin’d : I cati think of tlie four Elements, 
and in my mind range through the whole Creation all 
in a Minute, which Ihows that the Soul is not imprifon’d 
in any ofie of them, and yet I may be under fomc cxrream 
horrourall the time ; And thus (for any rcafon 1 yet 
fee) it ni.iy be with a iSa-'i/ after reparation, as al-
fo the contrary witlt 3 good one.

Queft. II. What have the Fhilofopbers (guided only by 
Kataral Rtafon) conceiv'd as to the future Jlatt of the Soul ?

A'fw. Oncol* the Grecian Philofophers writ a Book 
upon tlie Immortality of the Soul, that made fo lively 
an Imprcfs upon the Spirits o f the People, that Bufinefl 
began to be neglecied, as alfo the Duties of Life  ̂ and the 
Affairs of the Fublici ,̂ and a great many haftened their 
ov.n Deaths to enter into fuch a future flate as was rc- 
prtfented, infonmcii that at the length the Book svas 
fcrbid and fupprcA, fur fear it fhould have depopulated 
the Commonwealth : but there’s little fear now of any fuch 
accidents .-Whcn5 ocraffj had the fatal draught in his hand, 
a??d looking upon the Officers of Death,{3id,that it did not 
feem to him that they led him to Death, but that be was go­
ing to mount up to Htaven. Cato embraced his Sword, af­
ter he had a while contemplated the Immortality of the 
Soul. Plutarch faitli, The wife Man goes with pUafurt out of 
the Dar^yftfs of the Earth, to tnjoy in Heaven an immortal 
Light with the Gods. Have Courage, ((ays another) let 
not Death afright us, fince aftir Death we (hall either be 
Gods  ̂ or li^e Gods. Let us not fear that our Bodies will 
bury our Souls under their Rulnes when the Heavens 
fiiall fall, and this Corporeal Nature fhall intireJy perifh 
and difappear, there is a neceffity that the Spirit which 
animates u>, and is the boundarion of our Being, mull 
remain under thefe Ruioes, without being hurt or en­
damaged by them.

Quell. 12 . How are we to uaderjiand the Vnioa of the 
Soul and Body, fince the Soul U a. pure immaterial Subjlance, 
and the Body a grofs organiefd Subflance.

Anfw. We muft not underfland a Union o f this kind, 
by coextention, penetration, or an adjufimentof h'igures 
and Magnitudes, this Idea wou’d be proper enough be­
twixt Body and Body.—Suppofe we then to avoid tliefc 
grofs thoughts, what an Vnion of two Angels wou'd be—We 
can liive here no Idea or Conception of other Union 
than that of thought, will, undfentiment, that is, i f  rhefe 
two Angels (hould nccdfarily think, will, and under­
hand the fame thing, make the fame Condufions from 
the fame Premifes, be fubjeft to the fame Motion of 
Love, Hatred, and every thing elfe that is only proper 
to Spirits, then thefe two AngeN are properly united, and 
are one Angle whole in two individual Subftances. Now

wc know what is required of a Spirit-, towards a Unico i 
we’ll confidcr the Bo((y, which is a marvellous Lump of 
Bones, Nerves, Membranes, in a firuC lure fu l l  of H a r. 
many, in which were only the Animal Lilc (which k 
communicated to Brutes) infus’d, it would aft and fuffer 
as guided by the Sence and Afftftiors, from whence 
we conclude tliac there can be no orlicr Union rhan 
thus; -- When the Sence rcprcfcncs foihcthlng to the 
Affeftions, the Sou! which belongs to this Body df>es at 
tlie fame time choofe, hate, love, &c. what the liody ac- 
cording to its powers is this is the Union j and
when this Union or Correipondcacc breaks off, the Soul 
leaves its unequal Companion, and return* to (or into) 
God ; We cannot conceive any other Union with­
out the groffeft Abfurdities, as to think the Soul is in die 
Body a s i s  in a Plant, or as Water is rainglcd with 
liguid chymical Spirits. This would confound matter 
with immateriality, and make up a Jargon of Impoffi- 
bilitics.

Queft. 13. How is the Stont generated in the H>ad of a 
Toad, and in no ether Creature I Hew comes a Coal to be 
found joiatr a Plantanc-Rrot at onetime of the Tear more 
than another I Why dtesaSviar\fing at hit Death I and ne­
ver before ?

Affw. Thefe Queftions are fo ncara-kin to one ano­
ther, that ’ tis pitty they fhould be parted, and tlicre- 
forc we have put ’em together. A Stone is generated in 
the Head o f all other Creatures as well as in that of a 
Toad, and that a Mill-ftone (or a Whet-Aone) as much 
as any other. There will be a Coal under a Plantan- 
Roor, a Cabbage-Root, or what Root you pitafe, at any 
timeof the Year, if  any Perfon will take the Pains to 
put it there, but otherwife you may as foon find a Pearl 
or a Jewel. A Swan Tings at Its Death ju(l as a Goofc 
docs, which will not only Sing after a Rate,but Dance too, 
if )ou let it go, after it has received the fatal Stroke. To 
be fhorc, they arc all three no better nor worfe than po­
pular Prejudices and mccr Romances.

atiscttifcmcntsf,
lace our Bnk felltr H informed of a Dcfigin that not on!y ^  intcfter* wiihoun, but has its /(A R/e fr tm  h , a, „

'--.r dent from the Promifei wc have made of A.sfwcring a i
w a n i r i j f  giueJiioHsfc.it u t--- Wc have thoir|ht Sc roAdvrrtjft
the Wjfid, that as no fJookfcller of > redit will concern hmfeJf m fachan UrJettmuHt ,4 i em ft t, lb to prevent others, we (hall ( ig  
wefee the Icaft occaU.>n font) P.int our thrice a Ŵek
VK. onTmeJdays, T fu /days and S s i r d t j t , ficc. fPdt-davs) aod 
f*i SuffUmeit to every Volume ONCE a .V! O N T H. or 
n-r, if need require: iiutincaleof no interferring, ffor wcfanijot think any Vfin fo baf;) w.* (hill ftiM k-ep to oar two daŷ  ,.f 
TuifdayanA SMurdsy, and to the finithing our (everal Vo iime* upon the Publlcationof every 18 Nitoiorr/, as formerly* i f r e tem  
whatever Q_reIhons are Anfwef’d by this Interloper, * (the very fame) (hall oe Anfwet’d again by us. ih..t (o neither our ®wf«/ ihe Bŵ./vl’err, nor the LsHdenCefee-honUt maybe impoled 
by buying Qjeftiofis twice Anfwn’d} for th:y (hall always hi d 
in our Papers rtbat wc may favc ’em the Charges of buying his) the bt^oj hisTbuuihts, and our own I iiprovements upon a(I hi* Oueftioos whatever; which we would not have promifed, I ad not his Ddlgn intcrfeiTed with ours, and had not com>n-H 'fuliut tooor Beokfeller obligedusto if, who as he was t*e Jirji Vndm- 
rakerof the*d»tf>fitf-./’r,;c:tf, fand whai that is, the Rcadei ftall know more alia;ge in our next :Acr,uiy) f,. he has been at very re,i Charges in Carrying it on, and for fettling and coiiflnuioa a 
te< efgn Conifp.in'Jen. e.

We could tell the Reader of a P;rlc>n prevy near «♦», who pro* led the Circumventing his NfJtW>«i«r in a thing r,f this Nature, 
but he received no other Advantage by it than the exoofina hi* 
Mtrsls to the Pe.Ibn to wh-am ’iwas propofd, who A«»r/r/v letufed to engage in it, gcnercully difdaining fuch aa tstsdermintoe Attempt. *

This Advtrtifement is Publifh'd by Order of the wbtlt 
A T H E N I A N  S O C I E T Y .  ^

*** The fevtral \ice .^eflions conctming Individuation, 
Sneezing, /Vr.Knowle’a Marriage, Snow whether white 
or blae^, 8cc. will be anfwtr'd next Saturday.

lilt n e  Thirteen ^utffions fent us from Chancery-Lane,art 
mjt of emanfwer dm  our firdiWolumc, and the nli may 
be txpeaed In our Weekly Papers, or elfe at the end of our 
Second Polume.

^  Volume of this Athenian Mercury, &e.
u fold at the Ravcb in rfct Poulcrcy. Priceaj.
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