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The Athenian Mercury

ucft. "//jt is Tndividuation ? Or, whirt-
in con(ijt the Individuability of a
thing ?

Anfw. 'Twerc an eafic matter ia the Refolutionof this
Qudtion to mount the Argument above the Heads of raofl
Readers, though hard, if 00c impoflible, to manage it

fatigiallimay uRderhand it Tiis we muft eentefs ef
avayNice and Difficult Nature, and is acknowledged
furl, even by Mr. Boyt, in feme Difeourfes of his, if we
mmake not concerning the RefurrelHon — and if fuch
deep Searchers into Philafsphj are not fully refolv’d there-
in, twill IWno ftume for us to come ftiorc of giving an
e~fat"faSm. Something however muft~e”aid
thereon, nor arc we willing to puzzle the Caufc with
N AN —fiidivtdduatm h— The Vnity of a

MSiftsith itfef  or that_¥nher any thing is what it is,
~ich makes it little, it any thing dearer than ’'twai
therefore be improper to run through

theiiftrent Oydixs of vifinle Beings, and fearch’em all
lorfome Idea thereof. To begin with thofe
Spent of Body which are nor properly Organiz'd, which
c Life aof Scnce, or Stones, Metals, fcc. In
incfc Individuation feems to confift in nothing but great-
eror Icfter 5 take tlic/rjJ part of a Scone away, you
miy mil cal! it the fame Sronc; take an equal pare
wun the remains, that Individuation ceafes, and they are
t«o sfw Individuals. Divide a Stone, &c. as long as
youpleafe, every part of it will be a Scone ftill, another
jjinimaual Stane,.as..mucii @ any in the Nountain or
~rry tws firft cut out of, even thd reduced to the
WDuteft Sand, or If poHible a thoufand times lefs. But
we cake one ftep further, and proceed a Degree

the Vegetable Kingdom, the Cafe is far other-

tnd mdeeU ATiiarr feems to be ftill more diftinft

nt. Individuation the higher it

““tompounded Effenct” the

Onep.d, blefted for ever. To return to Plants their
confifts in that fmgular Form, Contexture and
they are dirpofed for

MABN'd 'em, and by

Which they receive and maintain their Beings : —for Ex-

rh”~™\°,r

hfS'il" k ran-
gnn? IIt grows, receives nouriIhmer}icoufr\(,)vm0 t%‘e Ea?H]

fav />;ara»d from the reft j for we can’t
of - ¢ Tree, as wc can every part
in 3 Scone 5 But now if this Tree be cloven
C« ,wL by fbc Roots, this
ccaf« M t' N 'pe Parts each to other,
deftroy’d, its Individuati.

¢ and tis no more a Tree but a Stump, or a

cr of Timber. - Let’s proceed a Degree high-
atrlu fen/ible Creatures, who arc not fo immedi-
fl 1 @P“uding on Earth, the common Mother, as the
thev a part of it as
aniv ' j ~bour, have in refpea of that
theili&'n'In and area fort of Worlds by
Partin.tl confift in fuch a
K 'beir Efftntial Parts, and their
the f\n cowards another, as enables 'em to cxerc
thcfenfibleor animal Life: Thus cm

Animal, 'tis the

ifiufe away
" cuccrCalNlrc ‘b« Inc"C'Wu<ci Animal, but
'M'l by degrees rcfolvc into’com-

fttherpfle /AT he *uco fome
M hn,f now to the higheft Rank of vi-
ANBorS N R-stwial: The Individuation of Man
AHSulZr''n 1° of chit think-
p f £ 'be rational Soul, with any
nVrrS'r N Orgini-;(d Matter. Wc hope

~nund aad urfred  die slI] hTf~h 8% Matter gily
un.tcd to the Soul by fuch a Unionas we
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expericTJce, th6é we can't well explain, is immediately
individuated by it, and together with that Soul makes a
Man, fo that if cwere polfible for one Soul to be
death d over and over at different times with all the

in thevniyerfe, u wou'd in all thofe diHina fhapes

M the Cinxe Individual Man : Nor can a Man be fuppo-
led in this Cafe to differ more from Jiim M ft %cs

when he’'san Infant, or juft part an fro’?r?
fclf when of adult or decrepd Aget Sin.
that time chang'd his Portion of M«rer over atH
has been Fatand Lean, Sick and Well loft bv BWdInV
Excrimenr, Perfpiration, ealn’d agan hv ar

and perhaps no? oie PaSck t

M Matter which he rook from his Parrar~aBrli gk

with him into the World, now remaining —
much by way of Ej/f\aX towards the ReCeSition

hie ~2uiUhrt. 'oMardsthe RefoUtion ofthis ATa
Qjjcft. 2. Thornes Knowles aWidarun Noc..
med John Knowles, a Batchelor. *
Ann Brown a Widow bu 'a Dau”hur cC u

Brown, aSpinfter. “ughter, named Sarah

Thomas Knowles the Fathtr-y
intermarries with >

sarah Brown theDaugther.S named, Richard.
John Knowles the So™ a j , . I
intermarries with A" "7* beter.

Ann Brown the Mother,S

better undtrUandine the L,
N the "Muejhon, take tbt

f<Uowing Scheme,
Son
Tho.
John
Knowles K nowles

that
Degree}

An”, We meet no: with any foch Inftanccs in Tables
a/ Aginity, nor have we a Denomination particularly foj

flich



luch a . It corhcs ncarcfi to that of d thi
pit Blood, the relation of a t-achcr and a Son being
nearer to that of two Hrtih:rs, as alfo a Mother and a
pjughcer co fui and confcgacntly their Iljjut
neareli to the Relation of Brothtrs andSilltrs Childm.—
Tiiis is an odd fore of an inverted Affinity, for the Son
is hereby nude father to Ids c vn bather, and hisMo-
riiir in-uj-v ai;d the Daugh'cr is made a Mother to her
Ovn Mociier and hathcr-in-law. -— If the Qiicftion
had been continuid, the Mother or Daughter
ought to tjt™i pUse ? We had Ard”er'd, The Law oj God
and Stature nnili certainly fubjeft the Cliiid to its Pa-
r<nr, uotwitiiftjinding any fuptrindutd Civil Law, or
Liwof Marriogt, which in this Caic is yet more obli-
ging than any we hjve yet met with ~ for the Woman al-
ways lofcs her Naltie, and is more properly married
into the Man tlian the Man into her, (Woman being
made fi r Man™ fo that pcriups not iiiipropcrly accord-
ing to titis laii Law, we may conclude, that both Mo-
thcr a d Dauthicr having loll tIKir Natnes, and Natu-
tiiraliz’d into New Stocks, theymufl according to the Ci-
vil Law reckon tlicr I'lcheniitjcnce from the Stocks in-
to which they are ingrafred j bye the Daughter having
married the Father, who is to be preferrd to the Son,
flic upon the af”rifaiil Reafoi;s mufl take place of her
Mother, or her Husband lofcs his place — .-—— But we
me@t on not this to encourage V 'tdi-ufuh/fs, wiiicli tiic
Ldw f Qrd will not dilpcnlb with, airl.6 even in tucli
h.Clnon it will difgenfe with the aforelaid uruM-
ti.rai Otdtr in tivil Fri-nminesce, which witliout a due
dtlrrcciou, may I>ean unhappy Novel of Temptation.
li'inchtr Skowu white or blac¥*

A\fw, Perhaps neither, but like the CbriiiaUint Hu-
rrour, wjtliout any real Colour and receptive of all; thus
bring any real Obj.ft near it, we may perceive a
rud Call thereon, and fo of Blew, Green, Nay,
wedi.ivc a flraoge Account in the Tranfaftions of the
Royal Socicti,of Suaw which fell near Graoutfin 7M/; firft

as iifua!, then red upon the white, and the liquor
prcis'd and melted out of it wasof the fijmcCp/o/ir.But to
ipeak truth, this feems only accidental, and we have
as great Evidence tliat Snow is white, as that Taper,
Chalk, Milk, or any thing clfe is fo; namely, the Tc-
fiimony of our Semes. We arc not ignorant that Co-
lours are divided by fome Philofopers into real or ap-
parent___ The firft they reckon thofc wee fee in Vege-
rabies or other Tcrreflrial Obje~s, as Green in Grafs,
Viliow in Go'd, &c. which are fix'd and permanent, and
A r roc without an alteration in the ~ubjeft — The
iV..ond whicli they call apparent, or appearing only, they
lei: us arc to found in the beautiful Cloudsofa Sum-
rner-Evemng — But we believe thofc Colours a* real as
any others -indeed properly fpeaking, whatever is in
this Cafe Jpnearing, is alfo real, for 'cis fuch or fuch a
particiilir Ordination of the Tares ft/ith the Light re-
fleeted from ’em to the E\c in fuch or fuch a manner,
which makes ail Colours and Difference in them— —
And tiiis happens at kafl; whenevrr it fo appears to us ;
tor wl'ich rcafon Mian'appearing to be white, WC may
toiKludc it really is Ib.

Qticft. 4- Whirein confijs th: Ven>mof Vipers ?

Aniw. This Qiieflion has divided iU Virtuoji in Zurope,
whoarc rang'n intu two different Squadrons: Monficur
Charas Is die Capwin on one fide, and Signior Redi on
rhe other. The firfi affirms the dreadful Noxious Qua
Jity ot lies only in their enraged Spirits, the latter
tiz;tsir iu a jelluwifli fort of a Saliva, or Juice referv'd
hv Nature for that purpofe in little Veficles at the Boors
of riicir Ttith, which after the Biting of that Creature,
fio'.vs into the Wound. The Freneh-man anfwcrs, that this
Saliva is perfectly ianocenr, and has no manner of ctfcft,
when taken from the Viper, and applied to any green
Woii.id. The Italian tells us that the Viper's Anger or
Kjgcis nothing but after he has feverai times bitten
any little Creature, and this Saliva is all fpent, he's as-
Jiarmlcfs as any other Worm. There want not Experi-
ments, we had almort faid Demonfirauore, on both
ildes. and thofe appearing Diametritally oppolite toeach
other. Monficur C/;ar.rain his Book of Ki/irrj, tranllatcd
into feverai Years Imce, puts it beyond Difptne,
by a riiuuiaiid Experiment’, that this fo much talked
r.f Juice in the French Vipers, is a pure fin\ple liarmlefs
faliia, witlinomorc Po)fon or Enmity to Nature in'c

than that of aMan. And cn tothir f.dc, Siguier
and the lulian rtnuofi have not only prov'd the con*
trary, by many repeated Tr>als» related in a Bcok pub-
hfh'd in under his Name, but aHo made the Ex-
perimeni before fome En™Mi”} GmIman, on feverai Jt-
le Creatures, Kitlings, Chic”ins, See. who having fome
flight 7«rij?a»r or made in the fltfhly Parts of
their Bodies, and fome of this yelloto Juice convey'd
therein, fell dead lo a lhort time with the moft horrid
CoHvul™ons,----- others who were bitten by the Vipers en-
raged to the uttermort, after this Venom cyhauficd, re-
ceiv'd thereby no Injury in the World— —( vid. Tranf-
aClitns of the Royal Society. ) The Difficulty is how to re-
concile all ihefe feeming Contradiftions, which we don't
apprehend can beany way done but by Trimming be-
twixtbothj and fince we can't with any modefty deny
the matter of faft on either fide, acknowledging that the
Kiptri Foi/iti docs really confift in rhisyr//cw”*jVr
( as we arc inform’d the Battle Snal”es a!fo docs) but that
the FrfHcr Vipers is fomething finer, and either to be plac'd
in their enraged fpirits, or fomething elfc not yet difeo-
vered.
Quefi. 5 7r it true, that a Lyon won't prey onapu’eVir-
in?
’ An\w. As true as that the fame noble Creature is afraid
of aCor”, as tltc ancient Nacuralil;' report------ whereas
very late Expeiicnce tells us, tlicy arc fo far from bc-
ing afraid o f’em, that they have broken into the Apart-
ment of the Poulrrey, (if we miflake not at Drtfdtn)
and made a hearty Meal upon them, making no difference
betwixt Cocks and Hens. la the mean rime we deny
not that fuch a thing may have happened, vi:{ thati
Lyon may have fpared a Virgin; for Hifiorians tell us,
they'll not willingly fee upon any thing chic's humane,
unlefs provok'd with Hunger, and fooner on a Man, than
3 Child or Homan. We our felves have been prefcnt at
the Tower, tvhen a Woman with Child has been there
to fee the Lyons, who immediately on her Entry have
made a hideous roaring, but whether from fome fccret
Antipathy or mccr Chance, 'twould be very ralh from
one fingle Inftance to determine. On the whole, as we
believe there can be no graver Hiflorian brought to aflerc
the Truth of Matter of Eaft in the prefent Cafe, than the
Seven Champions, or Valentine and Grjon, fo we may with-
out being Puncharitable, firmly believe that very few of
our Englifh Virgins wou'd be willing to try the Expe
rimenc.
Quefi. 6. Why holding againli the Sun caujes SneeoNing ?
Anfw. It holds not univcrfally, for fome Perfons mav
look on the Sun till their Eyes arc out, without find-
ing any inclination to Sneext on their fo doing —How-
ever in others it does certainly hold, and that per-
h"ps in the mofi part of Men. The mofi pro-
bable account to be given thereof, feems to be this —
A\t liquii'Subilanet contain’d in the parts adjoyoing to
the Procejj.is Mamillares, receive by being thus turn'd to-
ward the Sun, a fudden Rarefadlion”, as Water when
brought near the Fire, and Air when the Hand or any
.............. From this
Fermentation arife infinite fmall Spar!(S or Spirits, much at
the fame rate (to ufe a grofs Comparifonj as the At-
torns in BottTd-Ale, which flics hither and thither,
firike on the Parts near 'em, and by the brisk Motion
they make thereon, produce much the fame Effieft with
Sneezing-powder, or any light thing thrufi up io the
Nofirils.

Sltiljcctifemcnt/.

PRay forbear fending any more Qpefiioni§, till we givt
further Orders for it, we having many already ufo*
our Hands, which will fpeedily be Anfwer'd, and then pudb*
Uc” Hoticejhall be given thereof to the World.

ry Our Querifis may ex”eB in Tueftlay'n
Mercury that exaB and full Account of ouf
whole ATHENIAN PROJECT,
which was to have been added here, (ac-

cording COour
room enough.

Promife) bad there hten
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