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The Athenian Mercury:
J u n e  2 '^ .  16 9 1 .

■ E a f  Corbridge, not f a r  fro m  Hexam in  
Northumberland, the la te  R a in s  h a v in g  
rpafht a w a y  the E a r t h  in  a p la c e  w here  

a Tuirint w a s  m ade by the W in ter-ra in s, there w a s  d ife o v e r 'd  
the Skeleton o f  a  p rod ig iotu A fon fieri the Sl^kU capable o f hold- 
i i ig t ^ e t  G allons, the H oU ow  o f  the B a c k  bone w a s  fo la rg e  
teat a B oy o f  eleven T ears e ld  thrujl his h a n d  up i t  to the 
E lbow , the Thigh-bone is tw o  Y a r d s  long la c k in g  tw o  Inches, 
his whole height com puted to ju (i 2 1 F o o t, or 7 Y a r d s } the 
Skeleton being fo u n d  by B oys, they brol^e i t  in m aJ^ing parts, 
which my lord Darwentwatcr, w h o  hath a  g r e a t  p a rt  o f i t  
whole, w o u ld  h a v e  g iv e n  fam e h u n dreds 0} P ou nds he h a d  it  
entire", the-i^uH  hath 2 4  Teeth in  i t ,  I m y f t l f h a v e  feen one 
o f'e m  in Ncvvcaftle, w h ich  is one Inch  a n d  f i x  tenths o f  an 
Inch broad, a n d  three Inches deep, a n d  is n o w  fo u r  Ounces, 
although d ryed  : There is alfo another Tooth o f  the fa m e to be 
feen at Widow Ingram’j CofFee-houfe in  I’refcot'fireet in
Goodmans-ficlds------- Ĉ ucre, Y our Thoughts ^  this, and
how long it  has la in  there ?  *

Anfw . Becaufc we wou’d neither be impofed u^n our 
fclrcs, nor impofe upon others, we liave been Very Cu­
rious in our (earching into this Relation, and find It a 
Tcrvrcal Trutli, and are affur’d that the Skeleton muft
be numanc----- We have no Hiftory or Tradition that
gives us an Account of what ftature and bulk thofc G ia n ts  
were which were mentioned in Sacred Writ to be be­
fore the F lo o d ", and fince the Flood we can find but very 
little difference in all Ages as to humane Stature. One 
great Inftancc we meet with in Hlftory, that there arc 
Tombs amongfl the M g y p a n  P y ra m id s  o f  fcveral thou- 
fand Years ftandlng, which arc but about two Yards in 
leHgihj and’lis well known that they never ufed Burn­
ing,but Embalm’d and Burled their Dead at the length;So 
that we may conclude all Ages have produced fom ething  
^ o n flru oM , rather than that Mankind were larger former­
ly than now, and have by degrees degenerated into a 
n t h  d w a rfilh  Race •, as alfo that in all Ages there have been
fomc D w a r f i , or very little Men.----- In i$84. there was
found a Skeleton at Lu cerne 1 9 Foot,which is 6  Yards and 
* Foot lonp,— M a x im in iu s  the Emperor was 8 Foot and an 
halfhigh—In 1575. the rarfar/aaf made an Inroad upon 
the P o lo n ia n s ,ii which time a p r o d ig io a s T a r ta r  was flain by 
a Polander, whofe Brow (according to L eo n a rd u * C oretiu s)  
was 24 Fingers broad, the red of Jus Body of that Magni­
tude that when it lay upon the Ground was fo thick, that 
It reach’d to the N a v e l  o f  an o rd in a ry  Perfon — — But 
the moft prodigious Monficr we ever met with in Hifto- 

was that which was found in the C reta n  W a r , (S e e  
tap. 5. p_ ,8?. «dKornman, l ib .  d e  M ir .)  thcRi- 

^trs and Waters rofe to an unufual heighth, which made 
ĝ cic Breaches in the Earth, when the Floods were gone 
In a great Cleft or Fall of the Earth, there svas found 
the Skeleton of a Man thirty and three Cubits long; 
which if reckon’d according to the common Cubit is 16  
jfards and an half: L u citu  F la c c u s  was then Legate, and 
^tta ll:<s himfelf allured with the Novelty of the Report 
went on purpofe to the Place to take a View of it, and 
<ncrcthcyfaw with their Eyes that whicli upou hear­
ty  they had refuted as a Fable.

<̂ ucft. 2. R e a d in g  in  the Prefent Stare of E n g la n d ,v r i t -  
n n  by one o f  rfc? Royal Society, he is o f  O piniou, th at i f  a 
^P^’tg G entlem an o f  a  very  g o o d  F a m ily  becomes an Appren- 
n e ,h e  lofts b a  G e n t ility  •— ( ^ r y ,W h e t h e r  you t h in {  f i  ?

'^orld is abus’d by Cufiom a n d  O piniou in 
nts Cafe as much as in others. If we reckon our Gen- 

J'lty from long P ed eg rtes  o r  Em pire, then the common 
*thcr of UR all, who was more a L o r d  of the w h o le  W orld  

tnan ever was, got his Bread by the S w e a t  o f
J  l-tr i- 't in g , or G reatnefs
1  • *te not without ihcgreateft Infianccs from 
an j Socrates was no Patrician,C/ranffcw was but 

i f  Oder G a r d in e r , and P/afo dignified Philofophy by his 
ooanifi^not his B irth .A  long Series of Revolutions has made 

P Jc-turvy of things aud EfUmatiODs too, th6 in Ibme

Nations we find it otlitsrwife. The Grand T u rk  and his 
Nobles in the Retirements from Pubiick Affairs, cxer- 
cife themrclvcs in M e c h a n ic is , whilfl orlier Nations in 
purfuit of Titles, fpend their time for a N oif/e E p ita p h . 
The more bufie and adive wc arc,die likcr we arc to God  ̂
who is a pure aft,and the lefs wc liavc to do with the D t v i l ,  
who fixes at leaft^ quarters of his Temptations on Idlcnefs,

• 3- ■f'* Philip Ayre’j  l.yrick_ P o m s , n. pp. /
f in d  a  S o n m t thus E n t itu le d ,— A Sonnet tranflatcd out of 
I t a l ia n ,  w r it te n  by S ig m o r  Fra. Gorgia, w h o w a s  born a s  
they w ere  ca rry in g  h is  A fothtr to hey G r a v e . S o w  I  w o u 'd  

f a in  k n o w  w h eth er th is  w ere  f o m  the Perfon o f t h e fa ia  S i g ­
n o r  h r a . G o t g ia ,  as ab ove, or ever w a s  k n o w n  o f  any e- 
tber, or is  im pofjibli to be I

A n fw . The Hiflory of the N :th e r la n d s  makes mention 
of a Woman iTiot in two by a Chain-fhor, which took 
one half of her into the Water, where it was feen to 
mr for fome time after; ,flie was b g vvich Child, and 
the Child made its way imo the World out of that 
part of the Body which was taken up, and the General 
Commander had it carefully look’d after, and educated 
to Man’s Eftate. Some have been buried in Firs, ha­
ving been dead to all appearance, and have afterwards 
been fi^nd (when the Vaults were opened) brougne to 
Bedvwith a Child in their Arms, and dead, Many fn- 
ftanccs of this Nature arc in Authors.

Queft. 4. W hether there is  any C rifss o f  tim e w h ere in  
Perfons h a ve  ex tra o rd in a ry  A cc id en ts  as to  F o rtu xe  or M is ­

fo rtu n e  ", and i f  fo , w h a t  are w e  to th in k  o f i t  ?
A n fw . The Sacred Writ ceufurcs the O bfervers o f  D a y s : 

Times and Seafons, rhe noted Superftition which at that 
time was very common, and at this day isnot^uite de­
faced, many People without cither Rcafon or-Wic fancy­
ing things, which by the D e v i l s  ajfiftance often comts 
to pafs, who if permitted improves fuch ungrounded 
Faith to his inrereft. That upon certain revolutions of 
Time Ibmc things extraordinary have happened, and to 
fuch Perfons as werc^aot at all fuperftitious in that 
point, is very certain. Wc read (H c y l. G eog. p. 724 ). 
that on a W td n e fd a f P o ^ c  S ix t u s  tlie Fifth was born, 
o n  the fa m e  d a y  m ade a  M onk, G en era l o f  h is  Or­
d e r, m ade C a r d in a l, chofsn Pope, a u d  fin a lly  on the fame da y  
in a u g u ra ted . Alfo’tisobferv’d, (in brow’s Annals, p. 81 a.;

was obferv’d to be a day fatal to King H enry th e  
VIII. and to ail his Poficriry, for he himfelf died on 
Thurfday the 2B tb .o f  Ja n u a r y ,K .E d w a r d  the f̂ib.on Thurf- 

the 6tt). of J u l y ,  Queen M a ry  on Tiiurfday the ly t h .  
of N ovem ber, and Queen E/io^abeth on Thurfday the 2 ^ th . 
of M a r c h : but thefc Obfervacions arc warrantable, be­
ing made after time was expir’d, and reputed rather 
as accidental chan necclTary, as by dunce a Man may 
throw A m bs ace three or four times together, without 
being compeli'd by face or deftiny, for if a Man throws 
he muft throw fomething, and there’s as much rcafon 
That he Ihou d throw A m bs act four times together, as 
any other four Numbers that ftiall be nam’d fucceflively, 
he th at a l ls  w ith o u t reafnu, a n d  believes th in g s fo r  w h ich  he 
can  g iv e  no account a t  aU, d tferves  to  be ix d lu d td  fro m  the 
S o ciety  o f  ra t io n a l C reatures.

Queft. 5. Whether is  D eath  fuch an  In d ifp o ft io n  o f  the 
O rgans, a s  h inders the S o n l  fro m  perform ing its  u jual a f ls ,  
o r the Separation  o f  the S o u l fro m  the b o d y  a s  a  eonfiqutnct 
o f  fuch  an In d ijp o / ith a  ?

A n fw . Tiling are known beft by their oppofites; 
L ife ’tis granted is the Union of the S o u l ar\A B o d y , and 
cotifequently Deatli muft be nothing but thdr reparati­
on, or the DifTokf ion of fuch an Union. Life rel'uics 
from the right and tsge Difpofitionof thd>6^aiis, but 
is not that_ very Difpofition, —  -D eath  therefore muft 
be fomething confcquenc'to their Indifpn'(!t% ':, and not 
that it fcif. Indeed this Indifpoficion 049 rd -(m^c 
call’d Dtaifc, rhan»a Swgrd run into the Heart, i  fJi- 
feafe in the Body; —thefc caufc tliat In d ifp e fit io ^  aVth« 
Jn d i^ o ls t io n  caufes die feparation j  and there’s nothf '
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plaioer, (has that the EfftSi and the Ctuft mufl be dif- 
ierent from one another.

Queft. 6. Hotp ti 30 lar #f any fivt of thift F»;«rr/, 
tailing thtm which way you 
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AnftP. The Fallacy lies In a Suppojition o f taking 'em 
*Uzs Units, and then 'tU impofliblcj but if one be rec­
kon’d as Ten, it may be done fevcral ways, vi\.
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and fcVcral more *, but we defire to be exc,us’d for the fu­
ture in fuch Trifles, our Dcfign being not to unfold Rid­
dles Id Words, but in Stturt or Rra/oa, and fuch as <hc 
thinking part of the World may reap fomc benefit by: 
There arc many things nccelTary for a wife Man’s Ac- 
complilhment, therefore that for which we arc neither 
better orworfe, whether we know It or know it not, 
onght to be laid afidc to make room for greater Mat­
ters.

9 ,ueft. 7. Tiu have given Aeajhns in a former Mercury 
why the flrange things wrought by the f̂fagicians of Phara­
oh were not m e Miracles, and affirm, that the Serpents 
produced by them were real Serpents, but you give us nofa- 
sitfaUionM to the Nature of a Miracle, how we fball Ĵ now 
* true from a falje, or what you call a Miracle from what 
you fiiU a lying Wonder} in this we defire to be refoiv'd ?

Anfw. We have Queflions more than enough already, 
tnd therefore only anfwered what was propofed, ha­
ving no need to feck out new Difficulties, thd now’ this** 
isfentus we fliall endeavour to give it fatisfa^ion.; If 
the Queflioo were put, How we fliall know a true Mi­
racle from a falfe, it might be accordinc to the common 
Aftiotn, that Miracles are ceas'd, be camy anfwer’d, fince 
we are told in the Holy Scriptures thofe Gifts were to 
ceafe^ and Rra/en further tells that the Divine Power 
will not interpbfe where there is no needon't; whence 
we may conclude, that whatever we now fee in Phyfi- 

evidently furpafljng the regular Power of Na­
ture, muftbcaticaftfufpcftcd, which we may with the 
more afTurance pronounce, becaufe we learn in the Sa­
cred Oracles, that falfe Prophets jhould arift, and fhow great 
figns and wonders. Em the C^ueftion feeming to relate 
to that fjwr wherein true Miracle^ arc fuppos’d to be 
performed by the Power o f God, as falfe ones by that 
of the Devil, we fliall accordingly c^nfidcr it in that 
fence, and examine how this di^rence ftiou'd be then 
difeover’d, or what is the neceffary and efTential Crirrri- 
•nof a true Miracle. And this we think we may fafely
place in thefe two points,----- The Confirmation of Truth,
uad Superiority of Power-. Thus,— whatever flrange thing 
was done by the Magicians of Pharaoh, cou’d not be true 
proper Miracles *, that ii, cou’d not anfwer that Idea 
sthich we have of a Miracle, fince they were done in 
Confirmation o f Falfbood and Idolatry, and were all vafljy 
exceeded by thofe of which were done in honour 
o f tlie true God, and for the deliverance of his People. 
But we forefee an Objeftion immediately rais'd agaioft 
this Hjpothefis,—\f Miracles arc to confirm a Truth, how 
can Truth confirm Miracles: Is not this, fay fome, a 
Circle, like that of the Church and Scripture, and Scrip­
ture and Church, which we objeft againft the Roman- 
ifis > In anfwer, fuppofing this IhouTd fall, tlic latter 
mark, namely, Superiority of Power wou’d ftill hold for 
Miracles being the immediate aitcflation of the Divine 
i ’ott'tr, on an appeal made thereunto, that Power which 
Is the Superiour muft be Divine, as we fee the Signs 
which Mofes wrought had an Air of Greatnefs, Divinity, 
and Majefly, infinitely above thofe of the Magicians, 
they were but pitiful ersimiê s o f what he performed, and 
cou'd not in fomc cafes do any thing like what he did, 
nor in others preferve their own Bodies from the 
Plagues, by him inflicted on the reft o f their Country­
men, nay Prinqc, King and all. This we fay wou’d 
fuflicjcnt’ without the other Branch', but that we muft 
notlofe, for the ObjcAion brought againft it.' We fay

then, th it if  weean find any place to fix the Argument, 
or any Superiour Principle whereon to ground it, tk r t i 
oofear o f this m rxa/cirrlr : But this we can do, and 
that in fome general Truth, which may by an eafic Ar- 
fie^Uon be attained to by any rcafonablc Creature. Kow. 
a Truth of this nature might be eafily krown to the 
^jptians, we inftance in that of one God, or Supreme 
ing, in oppofitlon to the multiplicity of the Htathtn Dei­
ties, this being a rrKflj known by Nature, might be fair, 
ly enough a Touchjlone for fuch wonders as ftiou’d be 
perform’d by thofe who own'd this ore God, and ihoic 
who difown’d him when in Competition with each other. 
This gineralTruth vie (ay might confirm thofe A.iracles, 
and then thofe another particular Truth, name­
ly, the Divinity of the Revtlat'ion made to Mofes, and 
the Authority of his Meffagt, which Includes no manner 
o f abfurdity. The fumm is, By a Miracle, we mean any 
firange thing wrought by the Power of God, either medi 
ate or immediate, for the Confirmation of his truth, or 
fetting forth his Glory. And the way to difeern fuch 
Miracles from the lilufions of wicked Damons, or 
Men, is by their Confirmation of Truth, or Superiority of 
Tower.

Quefl. 8. Why Dogs, &c. are lini t̂ together, rather than 
anv other creatures ?

Anfw. The is from the peculiar Configu­
ration of the Organs - WeTl give an Example which will 
fufficiently illuftrateit. When a is in the Stocks, it 
can’t be got out again without pulling off the Shoe, or 
taking the Stocl^ afunder— For thofe who would have 
more parti<mlar fatisfa^ion, let ’em confelc the Anatt- 
mi^s, ot^thc Natural Hifiory of that Animal.

—  But fuither, there may be a pretty moral Ctuft 
aflign’d for the foremention’d Obfervation. Nature it 
fcif feems by that uopicafing fight which is fo frequent in 
every Street, to defign the giving us mean Thoughrs 
of that PJeafurc, at feaftwife where 'tis promifcuoui, 
and by flievving us the Uglincfs and Dcformi'yof (omc 
Afts, teach us to hate Impudence, (which he who is 
guilty of is colled Dogs-jaee in the Grecian Idiom) and on 
the contrary, be in love with Temperance, Chaftity and 
Modclly. ^ ^

Queft. p. Why a Dog always turns round before if lyts 
down ?

Anfw. Confidering the Clcanlinefs of that Creature !o 
fome Inflances which the Querift may perhaps have ob- 
ferv’d, it might feem a plaufibic Anfwer ftiou’d we affirm 
it turns round to look out for a convenient place to lie 
down in, and fee i f  there be nothing under which may 
difturb its Reft: Or, as fomc have Obferv’d, to find the 
higheft place to reft their Backs upon. If that won’t be 
admitted as a fuffident Reafon, wc’II produce a feond— 
that a Deg turns round before he lies down, on purpofc to 
bring his Body into that Circular Pofturc wherein he 
fleeps, his Head and Tail lying togetiier, and his Body 
thereby the lefs expofed to thofe many Enemies which he 
has about him : In which comrafted Form many other 
Creatures throw thcmfclvcs in the fame Circumftances, 
is the Hedge-bog, the Snai^e, all fort of Hairy-worms,8cc.

Queft. 10. Whether the greattfi A(lrologer by Calculating 
a Nativity to the Minute can mal̂ e any certain Judgment of a 
Man's future Fortune to command Credit-,particularly in tbtfe 
common ^utliions, viz. Whether Life long or fliori ? Vio­
lent or Natural? Marriage happy or unfortunate,or net at aS 
or,Howofun,and whether a pToftffion will be fuccisfuhr a<«?

Anfw. We have receiv’d fevcral more Queftions to the 
fame EffcA, for the Anfwer of all which, as well as what 
may be hereafter Propos’d, we refer you to Vol. 1 . Num. i- 

3. and to Num. 14. 5.

SltJUertifemcntjs,
^  Querifis may expeff in next 5atur-

V_/day’j Mercury that exaff and fu ll Account 
o f  our -whole A T  H  E  N  I A N  P R  O JE C T , 
which w m  to have been added bere^ (according 
Co our Promife) bad there been room enough.

V  T^ofe f iv e r a l  Weighty Queftions which 
our Sh eriff teds us are Una^werable^ vnll 
be Printed next Saturday.
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