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The Athenian Mercury
^ U e f U a P ,  Jm e ^ Q .  1 6 9 1 .

Quefi I. A Child abtsit l i  cr i^ T u rs Old., had for A 
I \  long timt avtryftvtre Ague, which brought 

L  A- her very low and wtak^ (to the bt(l of my 
Knowledge, fh: had it about 10  IVee ŝ) s^en, one day find­
ing by the Door with her Ittotbir, a Woman drefs'd pretty Gen­
teel ctme up to her, and told bir {he would cure the Cibj/d,;rfl- 
viitd jht would joHow her dire£lions, which wm promifed : 
The text day jhe fends t  piece of Paper fealed up, with tbit 
Order, that they jhould hang it about the Child's Neck> with­
out opening or bo^ng into i t ,  which was done, and accord­
ingly the Agueltjt the Child that very day, and it conti­
nued well far above three weeks', when a Friend coming out 
of the Country, would needs bt fo inepui t̂ive as to fee what 
was in the Paper, and to their ama'remtnt they found theft 
words, De»il make her well, and take her into Hell •, and 
thatvtry day the Child's Ague returned again, and continued 
a great while after. I  defire your Opinion, whether a Na­
tural Account may be given of the Hopping and returning 
^  tbi Difltmper i and what to think of the Woman, at alfo 
whetbtr tbtDevilbathpower of curing Dijlempers, and whe­
ther the Devil bad more power than ordinary over that Child 
wbilfl thofe Words were about its Neck,.

Anfw. Paraeelfia treating of Natural Magick, makes an 
Excurfion into Q^raAen, Charms, Spells, Incantations, 
the Power o f Words, &c. at the laft adding that the Par­
ty eoncern'd mufi always ha/e a Hrong Faith that the end 
will be attained: Ercry thinking Man makes fome fuch 
CooelufioD, that Words, Charms  ̂ &e. arc irrational, 
therefore not o f God, and that whoever runs from their 
dcpendance from him to have Remedy elfcwhere, do fi- 
Icodyconfers their Service to, and dcpendance on the-De- 
Wl, who is the Tartar everything that is unreafonable, 
aod when we have put our fclves under the Devil’s Pro* 
teftion, DO wonder if  for the Credit and intereft of his 
Kingdom he aafwen our Expeftations at prefenr, which 
yet will be found mod o f it to be but a Cibtaf, and a De't* 
pen of our Senfes - ■ ■ I f  it be objeded, that the Child 
to this Indaoce, who alfo was the Subjeft, had no hand 
mu, bmirs Mother*— Wcanfwer, Children are the 
Goads of their Parents, and arc commonly happy or mi- 
fetable, as the Parent manages'em. We could give ye here 
fevtral Indances o f Parents that have wifht the Devil would 
take their Children, or that they would break their Necks, 
or be drowned, which have Immediately come to
pals----- Wc doubt tot at all but the Devil is
g < ^  en^gh to know the Cauf and Cure of the Ague, and 
Mher Dtftcmpers} and when the People will make ufe of 
fuch a D ^ o r, cither through Ignorance or Knowingly, 
tis no Miracle at all that we have ladanccsof the Eneft 

of his Skill.
Qued. 2. M-isither the common Nation o'th' World be true, 

that theft latter Ages for fome Centuries pafi, have a lefs 
jbare of learning,]^udgmext and Invention, than thafe which 
°*tieprtctdtd, htcaufe we find them deficient in finding out fueb advantigeo.u Arts as their Fore-fathers have done: — 

true, whether it proceeds from their Garelefnifs in »«/e>'aj- 
their Minds, or that God did in a more ejptdal manner 

^tpaeitate thofe of farmer Ages for the Difeovery of fuch 
things as Wire rtquifite for the Niceffity, Tnjiruidion, and
Pleafurtif all Manki ed :------i f  falfe  ̂ how comes it to bt

Opinion not only of Indifferent, but very Ingenious Men 
tbatitisfop

Anfw. It is difputable, whether the Invention o f ufe- 
Arcs is infinite or not j but upon a Suppofition of 

ftuth in bath Cafes, I fee no realon to conclude this Age 
^ c s  diort of the preceding Ones, as to priority in Arts 

confidcr the fird part of the Dilemma, 
fuppofc the Invention of ufcful Arts infinite : if fo, 

^c raud ccpnclude (as we find by daily experience) that 
jj}S^barifing tobetoo numerous, fome would be lod 

od lupplantcd by otliers, which would not be, i f  tlie fird 
more ufcrul.-— Again,if the Invention of ufefulArts 

they can be but on:c invented: So that thofe

which have already done it, cannot pretend a Prehemi- 
nence to thofe that follow who alfo would have found the 
fame out i f  they had lived before, as is feen by the great 
Improvements daily made of what is invented: Further, 
’ tis a vulgar Error, that »ny valuable Art is of one Man's 
inventing j as for indance in Sailing, how many Ages 
paffed before the Invention of Sails, or a commodious 
Building of Ships, or before the Compafs was invented, 
and how long before the Invention of the Compafs v̂ as 
the Nature of the Load-done difeovered. I f  we take a 
view of the liberal Sciences, can we believe that Ari(totle's 
Philofophy was all his own, or rather a Compendium of 
what other Philofophers had writ before, and by him me* 
thodically compil'd, with fome additions ? As to curioua 
Meehanick/t ^re improved, and as the Subjed is 
large, fo fome arc new invented, ^lianatid  F/i*y men­
tion one Myrmeeidts, that wrought out of Ivory a Chariot 
with four Wheels, and as manyHorfes, in fo little room, 
that a little Fly might cover them all with her W ings:
As alfo a Ship with all the Tackling to it, no bigger than 
that a fmall Bee might cover it with her Wings. Thfi 
thefe were great Curiofities, and probably of one Man’s 
Invention, we need not feek beyond the Limits of ouc 
Ifiand for its parallel. In the aoffc. Year of Q. Elixabtth, 
one Mark Scaliot made a Lock, coofiding of eleven pieces 
of Iron, Steel, and Brafs, all which, together with a 
Pipe Key to it ,  weighed but one Grain of Gold', he 
made alfo a Chain confiding of forty three Links, where* 
unto having fafiened the Lock and Key before mention­
ed, he put the Chain about a Pleas Ntck% which drew them 
all with eafe. Seethe Inventions and Experiments of the 
Royal Society, which will abundantly convince the <^ue- 
rid, that our Age has as adive and bufie Spirits for In­
vention as as any former Age in the World.

Qued. g. In what Po^uTt and Order did our Saviour eat 
the Paffotvtr and his lafi Supper with his Difciples ?

Anfw. Twas Accubation, or a lying down upon the 
left fide with the Head boro up by the Elbow, they lay 
is^ont'orteBeds, placed at a cooveoieoc height, rounda­
bout a Table, four upon a Bed •, the Head o f the fecond 
leaning upon or againd the Bofom of the fir(l, and the 
fbird againd the pcflad. The Order was thus, the Third 
Bed was for the Majler and whom he pleafed, the Fird 
and Middle were for the Guefis', but here they were all 
Gueds, and our Saviour eat only with his Difciples i 
fo chat fuppofing them to be in Prehemioence as they are 
named, Match. &c. they were placed as in the Figure 
annexed

•pas pjiqx
■ pn£ -uiis yv<ii -mpô  -snfel

The Table.

Andr. James. Philip. Bartbo. 
Fi.'ftBcd.

for though the fird place in the Fird and Third Bed was 
mod honourable, it was not fo in the Second s but the 
lad place in the Second Bed, which was neared to the 
Madcr of the Houfe, or in this Figure to our Saviour,
where Pttir lay ------This was not only the Cudom of
the Jews, but of the Farihians, Perfuns, Greeks and Re­
mans, According to the Defeription of Sabjlius, Stria- 
rius who Jay in the place of Peter (as in the Figure) 
was flain at Dinner by Ptrptnna, the Mader of the Fcad, 
(who lay where our Saviour did.) For the above Tru 
clineal DTcriptioo read Ben-maimon, that great Rabbi^
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} , as a!fo , Parlpidts, Alhtnucm ^'trcttrial!f, Lip-
jir.s, See. /uuenai and Ari/iot/i, fjy fomerhing of ic. The 
LrimedcondiK^c tilt firft Original of Leaning and Accu- 
Acrt'inatMcd- '.vastakcn from the Gp/nnojUef̂ ŝ  who af­
ter their Bathing retired to Bed, wlicre they took fome­
rhing to reirefh them.

queft. 4- IVDit's thtrijfon that our Preath coming jrom 
Ore coiur-’ fto, doth blow'Coidj but coming jrom Orcdila- 
10, doth bloxv •svirm ?

Anfrtf. The Reafon of citlier explains both. When we 
breath with an open Mouth, immediately from our Lungs 
there is a great deal of Breath refpires at once i and 
tliercforc being much, tlie external Air, has not power to 
I'ool it immediately v hut by blowing when the Lips arc 
almort conrrafted, the little Bfeath that is cmiircd, is im­
mediately cool'd by the External Air y bcfidcs, it comes 
rather from the Mouth than the Lungs, which is not fo 
hot a pUce. Thu the reafon of thb Change Is by the 
outward Air, is evidenr, for from the fame blaft you’ll 
find the nearer your Mouth, the warmer it feels.

Queft. 5. Whet is tht Rtafon of thofe BlajtSy or Trade 
Winds in the Indies, rt>hich blow one half the Tear one wapy 
end tin other hslj the other ?

Anjw.We look upon t l^  Queftion to be as difficult as any 
yet font us, and the reafon why we anfwer’d.it not before 
now, was, that we might make our fnqnirics into^ the 
Nature and Scituation of thofc plaas, and other things, 
which conlidcr’d, we now anfwcr,— — That the Sun

as the River Thames at G/eenwuby and the Meadows about 
i t ; (for vve can’t fuppoie it in london, becaufe that Trade 
and Houfes liave alter’d the Nature of the Earth ;) In 
this lali fuppofiiion we niufi aU'o Tuppofe a boot depth at 
Icaft from the Surface of both, to be free from the Effe^is 
of the Air, and then we fee no abfurdity in affirming an 
Equality of Temperament, although we grant tliat we 
lhall f)c morcfcnfiblc of the Waters cold, but that is from 
its Jl.iidity and rarity, being thereby qualified to make aa 
caficr penetration turo the I’orcs of our Bodies.

and<̂ ueft. 7, Where is the Original of the River Nile, 
through what places dees it pafs to come into ?

Anfw. All our Maps with ftolo'ny place it a good way 
beyond the jEquinoatal, but erroneoufly, if we may be­
lieve the Ingenious Monficur TavernUry who as his Curiofi- 
cy was great in this particular, fo his Aids, and the Ad­
vantages he had of fatisfadiun were extraordinary j his 
his very Words (as Tranflated) are ihcfe — /  have al­
ready faid in another place, that at the time when the two 
Embaffadors of i^thiopia we^t at Dehll, my Aga Dancch- 
mend-han, who is extraordinarily carians, fent often for

is io firong and violent in the Indies, efpecially for half 
tlw Ycar, that if Nature by means of fuch heat did not 
procure a Remedy,the Place would be uninhabitable: The 
Remedy is this, that the heat of the Earth, and rarefaSlion 
of the Air, draw Rain from the Neighbouring Seas, as 
the Sun does, and alfo condens’d and grofs Air filled with 
Clouds, which the Winds agitate about, arc more eafily 
difeharg’d, when they find a Climate where the Air is fo 
rarified, that it is not able to bear them up.

This perhaps may be the natnral Ktajbn, that in the 
Month of July, when the heat is raoft violent there, the 
Rain dees certainly begin to fall, continuing fix Months 
together, and as we are inform’d, in thehotteft places 
they begin the fooneft, as along the Coaftof Coromandel, 
the Ifle of Ceilan, which begin a Month fooner than 
thofc at Malabar, by reafon tl?c Summer begins the foon­
er there. . . .

Alfo we are informed, that the Sea and W i m , go al
A  ̂ - V- _  ̂̂

them, to inform himfelf in my Preftnee of the Condition and 
Government of their Country, and one day amongli other- 
things we eecafioned them to Dijeonrfe of she Sourje of the 
Nile, which they call Abba )ile, whtreof they fpa^t to us as 
a thing fo i^newn, that no body doubt of it, and where onsef 
thtfe tmbajjadoTS and a Megolian that was return'd with 

him out of JEih'iopiahadbeen in Ptrjon", they told, that it 
ta!(ts its Origin in the Country cf the Agans, and iU'uttb out 
of the Earth at big bubbling Springs near one another, which 
form afmall La^e of about or 40 Paces long', that at Ike 
coming out of this Lake it is then already a pretty River, 
and Jrom place to place receiveth other Rivers which enltrge 
ic : They added, that it runs bending, and forming a great 
Fenninfole, and that after feveralCajjalas from Rtep Rocks* 
it falls into a great Laky, which is not above 4 or 5 dajs 
Journey from its Sourfe in the Country of Dumbia or Dcm» 
bia, i  little days Journey from Goadet, the Metropolis from 
^qithiopia, tbot having traverfed that Laky, it ijfutth tUnct 
fwell’d with all the Waters that fall there — pafftth tbri 
Sonnar, theprintipalCity of tht King of of Funges or Ba- 
baris, Tributary to tht King of ;%thtopia, running on and 
making the CataraAs, and fo entring into the Plains of 
Mefler, which is /Egypt------

ways the fame way, the Sea flowing back again South­
ward about Oliober, at which time the Northern Winds
begins to blow.

Now this being premis'd, that heat produceth Rain, 
even one knows that Rain prodnett Winds, and then it fol- 
lows, That the winds mufi continue to blow oneway, 
being comprefs’d by the Rain,which alfo continues for fuch 
a time, beingfor that time alfo drawn by Hear, which is 
moft lafilv difeharg’d in rarified Air.

Bur perhaps this may be a better reafon: The Sun going 
towards one of the Poles, caufts a Change in the direClion ^  
the Earths Axis  ̂ and a deprdfion in the Pole on that fide, 
then the other Pole muft needs be rais’d, and confcqucntly 
the Sea and Air being two fluid Bodies, are affefled with 
this Inclination, which alfo recline wlicn the Sun returns 
towards the other Pole.

From this reafon, fbccaufc we have had many more 
Quefiions fent us about the flux and reflux of the Sea) we 
flwll take notice, that perhaps naturally there ought robe 
but two oppofite7?aa:«r ()/ tht Sea, one from the fide of 
the Pole Artick* Antartique •,
and if there was but ore continued Sea from Pole to Pole, 
the Fluxes would be regular as they arc in the Indies, but 
fuch regularity is now hindred by interception of Land, 
which impede, break and vary their Courfe 5 but as ihefc 
Remarks are partly grounded upon fome Obfervations 
made in a Voyage to IndoRan, fo we leave them to be im­
proved or cenfured by the Ingenious.

C^eft. 6. Is the Earth or Water the colder Element ? 
Anfw. The Earth and Water make up but one Globe, and

SUiflecttfemrnt0,
65* Thb Sypfltment te t i e  Firfi Vtlame o f  the Aihi*iian Gtzv- lit 

('ll ;ofi ROW publifh*d)comairTiiif the T m dafiion s and 
Experiniaits of As atlo their in­

genious Conferences upon many Ntreand ' urious Queltions. Ta which it added an Account of the Ocliga and Scope of moitof the confiderabic Bô s Printed uli Languaitt, and cf the Quality of the AsthoTjif known. The whote being a Trai fladon of what is mnftMrt and valuable, ia ttK rmit'fourHol t«i Seav.-m, the-dSa EmditeroM 
L iff ir , the Vntvtrfal Utflerical Bd>hpth<qMe, and in the Nv w Book, 
Ent.tiilcd, £tTr#̂ '«’>r Strieacci &G*Ui*:eSfi!vc. publllh’d for lbs 
iiBptavingof Satural,M ral, and Knowledge, as is ipcCidedin the ffr/nee tothefe Papers, and ule of tliefe Foreign Vertuo&’s, which laid Puface f  ives the R.cad̂‘i afuU Account of this Oelign,—• 
Price I i. Sold al the Rtwi oin tbeFouJirty, where it to be had the 
F,rjiVolmeoS the Aiteniar* Gtzz-tt:t, begianing Mtrcb rych. aod 
ciidii g '"diy ;oth. 1̂ 91. (or (ingle ones to this time.)We defign to add the Contents of each Snpf/emati to that Alfba-

■ :fohy
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therefore Naturally would be all of a Coldnefs. The Que- 
ftion is too general to have a particular Solution : Some
pirts of the Earth and Waters arc more fubjeft to the 
Power of the Sun than others, and fome parts of the Eardi 
more than others. If the S^uerifl means here nearer home,

betic-ilTati.- wchavc promifed at the end of every Year, th/ti the help of thî  Gtnttal Table our Qpeilfts may ptelently (iml an? Queftion CFT Subjed they have a mind to confnlt, cither in our Week* ly Meicmies, o t Sufflemarml tt lumet % and thercf̂ >te to render txU 
X;Mdo'i«»̂ »gjhusfcrviceabletoibeRcader, we (hall print the Svffle- 
ment to each Volume of ou t Aibeitian Gazt i e o n  the fame Paper 
with our Weekly Mercuries, that fo thty may bind op with’em.In this Suplemcrtal Vuluttic we have Printed that lull Accoimt our Athenian Pr*j..ie whieh we have lb often proniUhd to the World: 
And that no Man may be i.’noranl of what our irbelr VmhTtak,’"* "• we (hail again Pntx the fame Account in our next M<.t‘
cury.Wc have received fcvcral QucBionslaft Week that are already an- 
fweiM m our Firft Valame.Many of the Ingrnlo<>s QiJcftiors which wc ha»c receiv’d thu 
Week, are anfwec’d it* this Sk}f<cm»it Bow recited, and£)nte of 
are alfo anlwei’d in our Firft Volume.
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