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The Athenian Mercury

Natutbap> July 4- 1691.

QIKft. it is tht bijl Method for a Ferfon to
n(e to approach roorehily to the Partici-
pation of the Loris Supper™ r>ho has
tut Communicated for a Tear or treola”pa”y partly by Re-
It"fej into formerly committed Sins, partly through g'tat
Fears oj Z/4A\Worthy Receiving, and partly by violent Tempta-
tions of Satan perfwading 'O tht Omijjion of that gnat I>uty
0™eing aCommmicint, which onr 5dtiM»r pofitivtly com:
manded, when he Intlitxted the Blejjed Sacrament f

Anfw. Wc dtfign’d tills for the latter part of our fccond
V/~umc, as being proper to be treated upon amongft other
Divinity Queftions, but being importun’d for an Anfwecr,
the Quierifl; ftill ftrugling with his great Temptations and
Donbrs,dfc. Wc have thought it our Duty to give him what
fatbfaftion we are able in the three particulars of his (“uc-

Relapfcs, Fears of Unworthy Receiving,Suggeftions
Bot to Communicate.

1. To Relapfes imoa formerly committed Sin, they arc
indeed great Aggravations to it, but the greater they are,
die foooer they ought to be left, becaufe the danger is
greater—Yet God Almighty takes notfuch meafurcs with
his Creatures, as we do with one another : Repentance can-
@™ thegreatefl Debts. The returning Prodigal was no Icfs
lovd than the always dutiful Son. Not but that even our
fAgivco Impieties ought to imprefs a deep fenfe of Humi-
lity and tear of ApofhtiEirg, for frequent Relapfcs create
aa Habit, and an Habit of Sm generally ends in a State of
Reprobation and Impcnitcncyi but we hope better things
of our Querift, whofe trouble at his Wcaknefs and Incon-
fUat Refolvcs fliows fomc meafurc of Penitence, and that
he has not yet grieved tht Holy Spirit fo as utterly to de-
part from him.

2. Twas Luthers Farado\', That none came Worthy but
thofe that are 'Unworthy, that is, in their own fenfe and
~liog—A true fenfe of a Ferfon’s Unworthinefs, which
» attended with Repentance, Holy Refolutions, and a
flrificr Watch over himfelf, is never without true Faith,
by confcqucnce fuch a I'erfon is not unqualify'd for a Com-
nifmoratlonand Participation of the Objeftof his Faith,
I mean our dying Saviour.

3. We hare little Hcafon to believe the Father of Lyes,
who is always moft bufie with thofc he is In danger of
loofing— .Thofe that came not to the Wedding Supper
were deftroyed as well as thofc that came without a Wed-
ding Garment, Matth. 22. 5.6, 7. compared with 11, 12,

*9 Tcrfes,—Ckri/f taped Deathfor all men} therefore
thofc fruftrate his Love, who wilfully exclude thcmfelves
from the benefits thereof in cxcufcs and delays, fltould
jupphnt a Concern of fo great Moment. Numa Fompilius,
being upon a time told that his Enemies were in Arms,
and coming agatnft him, he made this Anfwcr, At Ego
rem Divinamfaeio. But I, (faith he® am Sacrifjfing to the
Gods. He would not omit what he thought his Duty,
(although he was a Hcaihcn) when the Enemy was at the

Gates.

In Thortjletthe Oucrifr repent of what he knows he is
Wilty of, and if he nas wrong'd any Perfonin any Nature,

him make whac farisfaftion he can, God requires no
*Norej let him rcfolvc to be more Watchful for the future,
and avoid the Occafions of his Sin, and then let him Com-
*hnnicate, and Doubt not, for an honefi hearty endeavour
*0 Fear God, never wants the Divine Affifiancc.

("ueft. 2. Why are Aihtijls apt for a Confirmation of any
Mg to ta”eGods Same in Fain, and Swear by God, fince
fbey believe none?

Anfw. | look upon’cas a Judgment from God Almighty

 means to confirm a thoughtful Perfon in

N beliefof a Deity. When wc hear a Mao io fooUlh and

Wrcafonablc, as that his Words and Principles are almop

~ery moment eontradiBory, what Credit is due to his Afler-

notks, or how (hall wc befirve him, who whilft he Difputes
c?cr and anon grant the contrary Conclufion

(Mueft. 3. Whatis that that kcaUid by the Name of an
Apral Spirit ?

Anfw/™ An A”ral Spirit according to the Charafter we
have of it, is a Material Subpance, of a Nature much more

refifd™ than Man, betwixt that of Common Spirits and
Mankind, that they arc Mortal, and generate aud live in
fame Region of the Air, as their proper refidcncc; Their
way of Corrcfpoodcnce with Mankind is this, A Man muh
go bae”ard into a chamber on the Nortb-fide of an Houfe,
which chamber mup never before have been lain w, and there
mup be clean Sheets on the Bed when the Man comes into
the Chamber, he is to go fame times round it badeward, fay-
ing fomt Ffalm baclfward, and ufing f-me other fort of
fiords, after which hefits down upon a Chaer Ol Stool, and
afht Afiral, jhap'd li"e a beautiful woman, comes into the
Door, to whom the Perfonis to be very Complaifant ¢ and
when fhe pretends Modtpj and wilingnefs to be gone, be mu”®
be importunate, and at la(l fh'dfit with him, and afterward
go to fiep with him, but ht mup ntvtr offer to detain her
when fhe hasa mind to rift (he wingive him a Ring, or
fame other Totn, withfuch ana fuch Firtues, ana the:, leave
him— This is the Afiral Spirit cither Male or Female, on-
ly the Male Afrral may be a little bolder. Whether there
be any fuch things really tranfafted we know nor, but if
there be, we can’t believe it to be any thing elfc but the
Devil, and that the aforefaid Account is only a blind to pal-
liate the horridnels of an AA of UncleaDnefs with the De-
vil himfclf.

Quefi. 4. Whois the grtatefl Vfnrptr in tht World ?
~Anfw. Tis a hard Matter to rcfolve * The French King
bids fair for it, who as near as he can Ufurps and Lords
it over the Lives, Rights and Priviledges of as much of
Europe as he can; But | believe the Pope outbids him, In
breaking in upon the Rights of Heaven, and exalting him-
felfabove all that is called God : In a word, by anfwering
the Charaftcr of Revtlat. 17. If it be Objefted, that ac
the prefent there is no Pope; the Anfwcr is. Though there
is not one aftually, there is one virtually 5 vi\. The fame
Power which (though a while fufpended, unlefs Commif.
lively) will by a new EleAion be again center'd in a New
Pope.

Quefi. 3. Some Tearsfince | “ntw a very proud Maid in
Cambridge, an Alderman's Daughter, who running to the
Loo™ing-glafs to View her felf, as foen at ever (he came heme

from hearing a Sermon upon a Sabbath-Day, fhe thought
with her felf that (hefaw the Devil in tht Looi”ing-Glafs, and
thereupon fell Di(lrailed— Pray your Opinion of all this ?

Anfw. DijlraSion is ptrftUed by a Fright in a moment,
and not by little and little j and if fhe gave this Account
when Diftraftcd, 'tis very probable it might have as little
Truth in it as what all Difrraded Perfons Difeourfe has,
who have neither regard to Truth or Lye, Reafen or Nonfenjt,
but fpeak what's uppermofi; But if by other fair concur-
ring Circumfrances the Relation was Matter of Faft and
real Truth, then our AnAver is. That God does fomedmes
mark out and ftigmatizc a particular Example of his Ju-
fiice, for the Admonition and Warning of others.

Queft. 6. A Man having a very large Apofihume on the
outpde of his Left Thigh, which by fuppurating Applications
was brought to aptrftil Digtliion, infomucb that the MatUr
wouldfiu&uate unitr tbt finger j the next Morning it was
defigned to be Openred, but that vtry Night it funi™ away of
it felfand a great Quantity of Pus was voided by Vrint,and
ft it became welU. | can affure you this U Matter of Fabi:
Fray Anatomically, according toyour be!l Judg-
ment, by what Pa(Jjges it went into the Bladder ?

Anfw. Authors abound with Inflances of intern Pofibn-
mations Evacuated by 'Urine, but the prefent inftance pro-
pos'd being External is more rare, but may admit of this
Solution : The Ichorousand purulent Matter was difeharg’'d
into the Intcrfticicms of the Mufcles, and lay there until
the Colle”ioD became palpable to the Finger, andfluAu-

ated
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atcd «ccordift5**>the Imprtfnon thereof, tins ISiFulcncy
lay deep, inloinuch that it was nearer a Rtgurgitiiuonx”-
wardly than coming to any extern Apofthumation, but to
allign by which way this Rtcuritnej was perform’d, or how
NAturt put to her(bifts reliev'd her fclf, is in uncommon
Curiofuy : However it might find a Pamgc to tranfport
this retreating Matter into the Bladder, thus— - Sotneot
fhc External Branches of tbs Iliac or Crural Veins which
arc not fmall, might be more patent in the Parts than at
other times; and the Patient ruminating upon the Incili-
on to be made next Morning, might by an imaginary in -
curring Fear contribute to the retiring of the col ccted
Purulency into thofc patent Veins, which having taki it
in, they fpeedily circulated it to tlic EmnlgentSy which
tranftnitted it to the Urcicis, and by them into the Blad

ueft. 7. Hoxoman) Men the leafi yhonbtr isfufeitnt to
fom an hollorv Square | :

Anfw. Eight------ One may be placed in the middle ot
Eight, and at an equal difUnce, but not in the middle 0!
Four.

Queft. 8. flow can we underjland a cUfir or hoftr Con-
ntHionin the parts of MatteryWithout adKitling a Mixture
of Vacuities? :

Anfw. Very eafily, fince either Air or Water nil up
what without 'em be a Jac«*iw,and much eafier yet when
we confidcr that Air and Water are of thcmfclves capa-
ble of ContralHon and Dilation, as alfo that both of them
may” made out of New Matter. Sec the Experiments
among the Philofophical TranfaAions.

Queft* 9. WIifs | lived in Bedford Town, there was a
Man of a quUK_Wit, a bold Spiril, and apent Tongue, but
of a loofc debauch’d Convcrlation j who in my bearing af-
firm'd that he did believe that there wm neither God nor
Devil, Heaven nor Hell, and | told him that he did very
rafhly to utter thoje words, being greatly”™ deluded by the De-
vil * and that | rvas confident if I lived to fee himdie, |
jhould hear him centradiU fuch unwary impious Ajftrttons.
He replyed. At the prefent he was ajfurtd ej what hefatd—
Hot long after this Perfonwas apprehended, and for a Noto-
rious Crime,condemn'd by a Judge of Affile to be hanged,and
about a Day before his Execution | went to him, onpnr-
poft tofee if the Thoughts of approaching Death had not made
him changedhisformerAtheijiicalPrineiples : And coming
to him he did with many Tears bewail his former Dtlujtons,
and told me, that a Prifon and the Serious Meditation of
Death had opened his Eyes andjhat when he bad formerly
faid to me, there wot no God,yet be did not then heartily be-
lieve what befaid—What's your Thought upon aU this ? and
whether do you tbisf*there tvtrwas a real Atheifi ?

Anfw. We arc all naturally inclin'd to believe what we
would have to be. 'Tis anill Man's Inttrefl there (hould be
no God, becaufc no Punifhment, and this Intereft palTcs
into Argument, but yet not fo concluding as to pafs into
a SatisjaHion. | know not how hr idcephabitualCourft
of Impiety may deprave the Judgment, and render the
Delinquent uncapabic of taking a due Ejlimate of Futurity®
but | cannot believe any Perfon that will give himfcif
the liberty of thinking, and yet deny the Extflcnce of a
Deity, both as to Creation and Providence.— | knew a
Peifnn that us'd to damn that idle thought of thinking,
which to me appear'd a greater Argument of an Atheift
than the profcffing of one's fclf fo. | believe there may
be a drunken injudicious Atheift, but not a fober think-
ing Athei”-

Queft. 10. A Gentleman hiving a plentiful Eftate by hn
Wife, and ro ljfue, dejiris your Opinion, whether it be afin
to marry another, by whom he things he may have ljfue, the
former Wife ytt living ?

Anfw. Our Law amongft otlicr Cafes reckons up Prigt-
ditatis Caufa, asa Cafe to ground a Divorcement upon,
but as | take it» admits not the Man to marry another wbiljt-
hisformer Wife is living', but fuppofing it did, | cannot be-
lieve the a A is difpcnfiblc by the Laws of God, fince our
Saviour has been fopofitive and plain In this Cafe,
Whofoever (fjall put away bis wife, faving for the caufe of for-
nication, cauf.th hir to commit adultery, and whofoever (hall
marxv her that is divorced, commiiteth Adultery ; Befides
all this,’tis morally an ill change, Sildom comes a better,
and a Wile Man had rather take up with one known
Trouble than run the hazard of being involv'd in many. A
fccond Wife may be Barren as well as thefirft, if not,'tis
ten one whither the Happinefs of IfTuc may countervail

L ONDON:

the Uahappinefs of tlie Death of Ciuidrcn.or tho ill Cou?-
fes they may take, with a thoufaud other attending Incon-
veniences.

Crueft. 11. WhaVs the Reafen ffc-f a Bullet droptfrom
the round top of a Ship undet the fwifttjl Sait, (bdtl fall upon
the Deck, ™ : : :
it, and not aAieat way behind, conpdtring the runningof
the Ship while the uullet isfalling ?

Anfw. VoL i. Number 14. 11 “uejlion. We have faid
fomerhing of a Bullet falling from fomc high Place intoa
Ship under Sail, where we have given our Rcafon that the
Motion of the Ship has no effeA upon tlie Perpendicular
falling of the Buikr— --——-- But inthislaft t*ueftionrfcf
cafe is very difierent----- for the Bullet falls from one part
of the Ship to another, which is all one body, and the
Motion is equal at the bottom as well as the top, which
folves the difficulty of falling in the fame place, whether
under Sail or at Anchor------- there needs no experience
to convince this Truth, if it be confidcr'd, that the Mo-
tion is betwixt the Water and the Ship, and not betwixt
one parr of the Ship and another, for tlut pare of the Wa-
ter that was perpendicular to the Top of tlie Ship, when
the Bullet begins to fall, is pall over both by the Ship ard
the Bullet, which arc got into another place of the Wa-
ter diftant from the firft perpendicular perhaps two or
three Yards, witich is all the Rcafon that a Bullet from an
high place in a Ship keeps its due dillance in its fall, whe-
ther under Sail or not.

(Mueft. 12, f/ther the Inhabitants of M gyft, andferme
parts of America and other places, receive their Slacknefs
occafiontd by the Sun or the Climate ? If not, by what ?

Anfw. Vide Vol. i. N. la. queft. 2.

queft. 1 ~What Riafon is to be affign'd for the Brack.”-
nefs or Saltneji of the Sea ?

Anfw. See Vol. 1. Numb. 2. £juejl. la.
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We have had many queftious fent us relating to
the Papers, Eotituled , A Catalogue of Ladies to befold bf
AulHon, which fhall be Anfwcr'd all together next fuif-
day, that being the day on which we are to Anfwer (ac-
cording to our wonted Metlwd) the fcveral quefiioos
fcot us by the fair Sex concerniug Love and Marriage.

The Supplement to the firfi Volume of the Athenian Ga\(t
is now publilbed —Price |. s. Sold at the Raven inthe
Foultry. In tliis Supplmint, and alfo in our Firsl Volune
is Anfvvcred many of the Ingenious queftions lately
us, and the reft (hall be Anfwer'd at the End of our fecend
Volunme.

We have receiv'd the queftions fent us from WoodjintU
about Silver Wire.

Printeci for P. Smart,





