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Tbe Queficm of Love, and others fropofed hy 
}Votmn, £cc.

\rltty

Queft- »• T  X  pblt^t, in-
titultd An Aiiftion oJ young Ladies,

- . &c. bt aotvtry dijengtnious and ridi-
ctleus-, andiffo, rohatfart of Panifhmtnt ought to beyn- 
yUitd on the Authors of fuch impertinent and reflexive difi’.-

‘̂ Ânflo. Wc luvc received fcvcral Letters to this Effcd, 
diiefly as we bdifve (  and as fomc of the Letters fuggefl) 
bccau(ewc have heretofore treated that Fair S«ar with all 
the Tcnderncis and Candour wc polfibly could, and there­
fore it was fuppoicd that in fuch a Crtrifi^ funStuTi our
Pen could not be idle iu their Defence---- Could we ever
be partial Advocates we have now the grcateli Tcmpcati- 
OD, but wc liavc no need of undue Methods, to vindicate 
thole Tvbofe virtuous foft Tempirs can tven fmile aCalmny 
into an Ensomium. . • ,

But to the Queftion, we cannot but in Juliicc return 
our Anfwcr in the Affirmative j and we may venture to 
make the Auaionetrs ihcmfelves their own Judges uj^n 
this Dilemma j Litber they had a particular Dijign to abufe
fuch and fuch Ladies, or they had not----- If the firit, Wc
have done, and flun-t intrude upon the Magiftratcs Prero­
gative : If the laft, the fofteft Conftruftion we can make 
it bear, is, a Writing at random for any one that had a 
mind to apply it to themfclves, and in this Cafe the Pol­
ly is but a little more charitable as ’tis more pardonable to 
fence with the Air and Dijlances, rather than to mgnia-’ 
tizc patticurar Perfons with indtliblt Sarcafms, fuch per­
haps as only can be burled in the Abufed s Grave: But if 
the worll Conftfuftion fhouldbeput oth Matter, there s 
but little Scandal in the Rcficaions of fuch Perfons, who 
whilft they pretend to fet a Value upon other Perfons For­
tunes and Qualities, do in the fame Paper fell their own 
beft Quality for one poor Penny. ’Tis a Teaguilb jort of 
Witticifm to difpofc of what’s another Bodies, without their 
confent. The ftrife of thefe three generous AuCHoneers dqes 
a little rcfemblethc Quarrels of the late Irifh Regiments 
in Smithfield for fuch and fuch a Houfe, when all the Right 
thev had was founded iii Air and Fancy. The difference 
lyes in this, that the Pen had the lefs courage of the two, 
which like fome little fneaki'^g torvn-Btau that has ftabb d 
foxe body in the dark, fculks invifibly into a Corner. Is’t 
not a pittiful Cowardice to Publith to all the World what
we dare not own to a little part of it ?----- 1 thought none
but Silvia's BuUying Sjtyrijt could be ftockt with fuch 
Abufes, but wc find more o'th’  breed, who no doubt to 
keep up their Title, will themfclves bid like Buyers for 

I ,  a, fe 4. ( See the fecend Paptr, entitultd, A Con­
tinuation of a Catalogue of Ladies. &c.) fit Watches for 
fuch Authors, being known and recommended by them­
fclves. This perhaps with the hot Setvic« they have al­
ready met with by fuch Catrlc ( which ’ tis fuppos d has 
made them rage thus) may be Puninunenc enough to 
reclaim them from further Auftioncering.

Queft. 2. What is l.ove ?
Anfvp. ’Tis very much like Light— — a thing that every 

fiody knows, and yet none can tell what to make of i t : 
Tis HOC Money, Fortune, Joyncure, Raving, Stabbing, 
Hanging, Remancing, Flowncing, Swvcaring, Ramping, 
Dtllring, Figluiiig, Dying,—though ail tlwic bare been, 
are, and (fill will miftaken and inilcallcd for it. What 
fiiill wc fay of i: ? ’T i a pret-y little foft thing that plays
about the H<art------and thofe wlio have it will know it
Well cnoiigli by this Dci’cripcion. ’ Tis cxireamly like a 
Sigh, ami could wc find a P a in te r could draw one, you’d 
eaiily miflakc it for the ocher : ’ Tis all over Eyes, fo 
Js it from being blind, as fome old Dotards have dejaib’J  
ic, who ceruioly wc'.'Blind themfclves ' 1; h»s u Mouth

too, and a pair of pretty Hands, but yet the Hands fpcaK, 
and you may feel at a dillancc every Word that conies 
from the Mouth, gently ftcaling through your very Soul— 
But we dare not make any further Kii4'-arics, leaft wc 
(hould raife a Spirit too powerful for ^ o u r  Arc to lay 
again.

Qucfl. 3. Why love giHtrally thrns to coldmfs and n>g- 
lid  after Marriage ?

Anjw. Had the Queftion been propofed omverlaMT, as 
if it always had done fo, wc muft have dtny’d it, line.; we 
luve in our knowledge, inOances of ibme Perfons wh > 
have their Flames and Kapty.res, and all cliar, as Hudtby.u 
calls it, as much after tliee Nooting, as hcf>.re 5 and to lav 
Truth, thofe who have fb, arc in lo fine a l'>)eam, th it it 
Txnrt both a pity and a cruelty to Ti'al̂ t 'em. Euc the Qaelti- 
on is very cautioiifly and prudenci', p u t vyhy Love ye- 
nerally turns to coldnrfi: In whicli (eucc ’ ti‘ imdeniably 
true, and the Rcaions liwreof we fhall attempt to give : 
One great caufe wc believe to be the Cuftom of the Age. 
Wc have fecn fome Rings Reigns, wherein it has been 
thought an abominable Scandal for a Man to Love his ovea 
Wife, whatever he might do by others. ’Twas dkeiiicd an 
argument of a loro Spirit \ and if things had gone on, as 
tliey were fairly going, the Ct»fs-bar muft have been 
chang’d from the Bafiards Scutcheon to the Ugitimausy 
and nothing would have been rliought a greater difgracc, 
than to have been lawfully begotten, or born in Wedlock. 
Decency obliges us to forget whofe Example it was, ex- 
treainly contributed to this bad Cuftom ■, but vve ought 
not eaiily to do fo, as to thofe who took fo much pains to 
bring us to it. The Invincible Monarchhict\\cMoi f  ranee ■, 
nay, his Confeffors and all, thought it nut btlow thc::i to 
be Pimps to } their Nation fupplyed the Courr,
City and Country in the Devils Name with rrtn:h biiflts. 
Stallions, falfe Counts and Footmen, they reiolving, if 
poflible, to make us of the half-blood with themfelves, char, 
as by the Transfufion of tiwc of a Sheep or Calf itiio j  Man, 
they might render us by degrees, more tame, and cafie, 
and fitter to make Slaves and Footballs, fuis : r.-r ” Pny- 
fon working into a great part of the Body of the Nation, 
as their Difeafe into that of a Man, is ifot eatily to be get 
rid of, but will at Icafl leave fome ugly fympeoms a iurg 
ti.me after : And thiswc look upon to bo one gri.at Reaibn 
of this coldnefs and neglect, but too often obicrved Alter 
Marriage. But to be ingenions, there frejos yet lomething 
deeper in the caff, and a larger Caufe tiiau this vve have- 
no\V alfigncd. Variety has, to fay Tiuth, ajtrange rfutw 
in it, and mufl have, from a fort of ncccflKy of Nature i 
becaufe we find nothing which gives the Mind that fatis- 
faftion which it is made for, and which it will flill vainly 
feck in fenfible Obj’cis,o\xz o f fondnels to the D*»dy to wliich 
it is fo nearly joyn’d. .yatfr/y commonly breeds Loacliing, 
and even Manna every day would make one weary on it : 
But this variety may be obtained, this faticty may be cu­
red, where there is at ftrft a virtuous Lovty grounded oii- 
SympaeJw and Similitude, where there is bdides Wit,and 
Difcrctio'n, all which have Charms that arc almoft infinite,- 
and can never be exhau<ud. Diferetiun hides thofe Faults 
which are generally difeovered after Marriage, or by di- 

removes them i if not, Viituous Love uxcuies, or ac 
kail ballances them, and Wit has alwa; f lomething uucr-* 
raining and new, that’s the Salt and Apiiit which keeps 
the fweetsof Mjtrimonv from growing raj»id, di;!l, and 
difagrccahie. I f ’tis very fcldom all cii;Ui ■̂ ■ .̂ Hif satLns 
meet, ’ tis no wonder that tlie ffisl Ordtr as ft Idom ♦ •oiiti- 
nucs. but inhere thefe are, itcannot fail. Thus wc 
not only (hown the Reafons of this coldu^fs and neglcCt fa 
very common after Marriage, but wc hope too the maurifr 
how to avoid ir.

Queft. 4, What an the be(i Remedies for Levi, and rv„af 
cun is then f:r  a dtjperatt Lover I
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Anfvfi. Tliefe were propofed fingly, but being tlic ikme, 
or near aki n, for wc luppolc none will dclirc Remedies for 
Love, but luch as dcfpair of acraining the beloved Objt̂ iy 
we here intend to anjwcr tliem together. Ovid has enough 
of them, but 'tis too tedious a work to tranferibe him. He 
advifes tliofe who would Jove no Io:iger, amongft other 
tilings, to endeavour to furprizc f'uch as they have lov’d, 
in their undrefi, which may be in fome cafes a very tfft- 
fiudl, io others as dangerous a Remedy. There’s an un­
lucky Story in fome of our old Writers, of a certain Monk, 
that was dclperarcly in love with a Barbers Daughter, 
who lived near his Monaflery, wliich proceeded even to 
Dotage, and chough an Ingenious man, made him, as com­
monly happens, abfolutcly unfit for any hulincfs. His 
Ab'jot had a great kindnefs for him and finding no Ar­
guments could work upon Ifim, and that no other way 
would cure hmi, very carefully and bacherlv order’d them 
both to be Hiut up together in a dole room, and no Soul 
to come near tiitiTi, only what Frovifions they wanted to 
■ re put in at a Ihiall '-.vicket every day. The Monk for the 
hfA v,c«.k thought himfeifin I’aradife, the fccond'twas 
pretty well, hue the third he was in Hurgatory, and the 
fourth in Hell it fell', begging at the Wicket, of ail Loves, 
tliat the Abbot would let him out again, though he were 
to live on nothing but Bread and Water. A pleafant Kemê  
dy enough, but futh a one as our Atf^traU Lover will hard­
ly fiml practicable y we therefore advife him to a long ab- 
jence., hard labour̂  work it out, for fome fay ’tis a lazy 
Difeafi. Or if this fuic not with their Circumftanccs, let 
’em affront the Ferfon lov'd, and thereby get thcmfclvcs 
more abfolucelv [corn'd and hated, and if that don’t do the 
work, they alnioft deferve no other but a Hempen Re­
medy.

^uefi. 5. fVoere is the lil^iliejl place to get a Hnsbaeid
IB ?

Anfw. I’oor di^u[[£d Lady ! had we but her Name, we 
fh'iuld go near to iniert an Advertifement for Iter at the 
end of our Mercury : But fmee Ihe has left us in the dark, 
fhe mull c’ne be content with the beft direftions can 
give her in this mighty matter. We aofwcr then, that 
’ tis the likelieft place to get a Lover where there are few- 
tsl Women ■, and accordingly, if fhe’ll venture to (hip licr 
felf for fome of tl« Plantations by the next fleet, if fl»’s 
but any thing marketable, ten to one but one or other 
there will (ave her longing.

Queff 6. Whether is abfencs or prefenct beUfor LovtT 
A':fn>. The latter In the beginning of an Amokr, the for­

mer when ’tis confirm'd, and already fettled. It Is dange­
rous at firfi, becaufc it gives a Rival opportunity to make 
Addrijjfs, and tis fomcwliac III as *tis in Racing,
where if once a Horfe gets the fUrt, ’ tis not fo ealily re­
covered : But'where the main difpute is onceover, and 
the H-jrt fairly won, the cafe is mucli alter’d, then per­
haps being always prclcnt is one of the moft dangerous, 
thouj5,li dtfirtd things that can befall a Lover. hiActiuain- 
tance grows more intimate, our lovers arc ftill Icls upon 
their Guards, they don't fhew their bed fide to one ami- 
ther as at firfl. Kaults will daily be found, unluckly acci­
dents will fall out, fuch things will be difcoverd as wou’d 
never have been fafpecied nor believed, a thoufaud little 
C^uarrds and piques will arife, which at leaf! produce le.x- 
ation, oftentimes a final parting ; But now in abfcncc the 
quite contrary happens } we willingly forget the Faults of 
tbofe we love, and magnifie their txceUencits j we embrace 
and cheridi their dear Ideas and Memories', we arc daily 
expecting and wifhing to fee and hear from them, and if 
we hear, crpccjallv by Litters, '̂  ur Love is cxtreamly en- 
crcafcd by thofe little fubtic Mtffengcrs : There’s ail the 
Soul and more to be fecn in them. We fay tlicrcin what­
ever we plcafe, without being put to the trouble of a fui- 
tablc Repartee, or pumping tor a kind and yet difcretc 
Anfwer; All our Thoughts are there drefs’d at the belt 
advantuge, and we may give them )uft what turn we plcafe. 
The Man may write with as much Paflion as he will, he 
may fet his adorable before him, drcisM in as manv Bean- 
tUs as his Fancy can form, without having the Original 
by to confute him, and write according to the new form'd 
exe-dlency of his Ideal Mi;ireft, and bring in e’ne all the 
fine things he thinks of. The Lady mav with all the Cau- 
tiiri (he picafes anfwer him age-n, and let as mucli Love as 
/he will look out tlirough her ftudince 5 make what Pro-

miles ftic plcaicf, yet vutli fuch nfiri^ions and mrd firari. 
ons, asfhallbiiid her no more than one of the K'.ig cf
France's Treaties, or Edicts;-------- And when i]ic. (omc
once to meet agen, there’s fuch ado with Tranfports’ 
Raprurei5, and the reft, that in a word, we dare lilnlnl 
longer ou't. '

Queft. 7. A Mother and Mifirefs btirg at the fame time in 
equal danger, .Tvhieh is a man oblig'd tn fait '

Anfw, ’Tis very (cldom that Providence brings a Man 
under fo fevere a Temptation i but when it docs, whic/;- 
ever he flwuld favc, ’tis eafie to guefs which he ivoulu, 
namely, his Mifirefs, fince the Bonds of Inclination arj 
ftronger than thofe of Duty, though here, cfpecially jf a 
a Contrucl, arc both. A Woman would and ought to favc 
a Husband rather than a Child in the fame Circumftaoccs 
though the Love runs ftronger downwards than upwards, 
and fo it ftiould feem from parity of Rcafon, a Miftrcfi in 
the forementioned Circumffanccs would be prefert ’d to a 
Mother, though we efteem it more generous, were it pci 
fiblc, to dye himfdf than lofe either. ^

Queft. 8. Whether a true Lover will offer any Injury to the 
Perjonhe loves I

Anfw. We fuppofc the Injury is to be underftood as re­
lating to her Honour, and we Anfwer it in the Negative,
grounding our Opinion on this demonftrative Rcafon___
RefptH is of the very Efence of true Love, wlicrevtr thtn 
that RefpeCt etafes, as it dees with a vtiigtance wJitrc No- 
nour is attempted, the Love muft ntcelTarilyceafe tcpirlier 
wirh it, and by ch.tt very offer the Fnttnd.r changes the 
handfonjt Natueof a/.ouirinro one much morerViptirlu] 
and horrid, or at Icaft we ftiould cliink it ib to any Udv 
who but makes the Icaft pretences to Virtue. "*

queft. I I . [Volt's the R'afon when Women prove bad, 
they are commonly worfe than Men?

Anfw. The Rarity of Examples make them more re­
markable : A; for inftance, a Cut hingcr is fuppofed to 
be hi t oftner ilian any other, becaufc the other being well, 
no notice is taken when they are hi t ; So that I am willing 
to conclude the Querift in a wrong Suppofitiou *, but if u 
be a Truth, perhaps the Impcrfedion of a Womans Na- 
eiire may fooneft yield CO a total Cancellation of the Obli­
gations of Humanity and Natural Religion.

S l i n j e r t i f e m c n t j j ,

Life of famous Mr lUiotoINew-England, writ- 
X  ten by Mr. Cotton Mather,will fpeedily be publifh’d.

fiffilt Mercuries will be PubliUied every Tuejday
uoA Saturday, and our fevera) Volumes will be 

Complcatcd upon the Publication of every j8  A*wl>rrr, 
(  that being as often as either the Coffee-koufes or our Arad- 
era can well difpenfe with : And therefore this we dtfign 
fhail bcour conftanc Method, except for the fieafons hin­
ted in Number 7. VoL 2. we (houki find a frequenter Pub­
lication uccefTary ■, which i f ’ twcre, we’d then Print a Tin­
gle Mercury every day in the Wee  ̂ (except fridty, that be­
ing the day on which the New Obfervator is ufually Publif}-. 
cd) and an intirc Volume Once a Month. ---------- And in
cur weekly Papers whatever queftions arc anfwcrcd by a- 
ny Interloper, the fame (ball w  Anfwcred again by us,that 
fo neither our ^utrips, the Bookjellers, r.or the London 
Cofiee-koufts, may be impofed upon by Buy ing queftiens 
twice Anfwered, for they ftiall always find in our Papers 
(that we may favc ’em the Charges of Buying his) the beft 
of his Thoughts and our own Improvements upon all his 
queftions whatever 5 which we would not have promifed, 
had not common Jufticc to our Bookfellcr Obliged us to 
ir, who as he was the firft Undertaktr of the Athenian 
ProjeH, fo he has been at great Charges in carrying it

in the Supplement to our firft Volume of the Athenian 
Garxet we have Printed the full Account of our whole A>- 
thtnian ProjeH, that no Man might be ignorant of what 
our whole Undertaking is.

(c^There can fcarce be a Philofophical ^uefiien fent that 
we have not already received, but we defjgn to Pub'ifh 
’em gradually Ahat we might not ruinc a A-o/irf 
by over doing,) except we arc forc’d to a contrary Rtfo- 
lutKML ^
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