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The Athenian Mercury:

CuefOilp.

Tic Queflions fent us from Three Ingenious and
Eminent Ladies ( mention'd in our lafi Mer-
cury) are the Threefolio-wing. e

Oueft f* 1S Tf ttherit bt Uwfal for a Toung Lady to
n /[  F**/M 7 Unsbandy and if.Utejuly in
\/ \/ jphat Form ’9 g o
Anfv~ He mufl renounce Humanity, and confefs himfelf
afort ofani™rr/Torupon the Privilrdgcs of that
would not make It as immortal as poiftble, which is only
honourably effefted by Mirnagty whereby we furvive m
our Children.  Mijtry without a Friend to bear a part is
very a*UTing, and Llafpintfs without Communication is
and (as Seneca has obferved) fometimes inclines
us to me’e a voluntary Choice of Mifiry for Novelty. We
Ihouid be vagrant fort of Animals without Marriagey as if
Nature were alham’d of our Converfe j We fhould con-
tribute to the Deftruftion of States, condemn the Wif-
dom of the firft Jnllitutor, and ccofure the EdUts of fuch
Common-wealths, who upon very good grounds have dif-
countenanc'd and punifli'd Caltbacy. Nay, fuppofing all
the Mifcrics that Marriage-haters fuggeft ftould fall upon
LS 'tis our own Fault, if with Socrates we don’t learn
mrt by afcoldin? mfe than by aU the Precepts cf Philofo-
Now if it be lawful to Marrv, "tis lawful
for Ladies to pray for good Husbandsy if they find their In-
clination,Concerns in the World,or other Motives (which
they arc to be Judges of (confiftcnt with the Ends of fuch
Society. As to the Form of Prayer required, they may if
theypleafe, ufe the following, if they arc not better fur-
niibed already.

Froma profane libtrtinty from one a8elledly piousfrom a
profkfi Almoneer, from an uncharitable I\Vretcby from a rva®
vtring Riligiafo, and an injudicious Zealot-— Deliver me !

From ore of a flartch"d Gravity, or ofridiculoua Levity ;
from an ambitious Statefman, from a refill™ Prejepor, from
ae that loves any thing befidts me, but r»hat is very jhH
n i honourable- e 7 Deliver me !

From an extacy'd Pottyfrom a modern Wit, from a baft
Certtard and a rajb Pool, from a Pad and a Pauper-

Deliver me!

From a Venus Varlingy from a Bacchus Vrofelyte, from a
Travelling Hslfyfrom a Domeflick. Animal, from all Maf
caiinr Vlagats not ytt recounted ---------- Deliver me .
But—' 1t — - — :

Give meone rhoft Love has more of Judgment than P &G
forty roho it Mafer of himfelf, or at leafi an indefatigable
Scholar infuch a Study vho has an equal Flame, a parallel
Jnclinathn, a Temper and Soulfoli®e mine, that as two
Tallies we may appear more perieft by Union.

Give e orne of as genteel an Education as a Uttlc En-
penfe of time will permit, with an indifferent Fortune, ra-
ther independent of the firvile Fate of Palaces, and yet ore
rohafe Retirement is unt fo much from the Pubhek as into
himfelf: £)« (if poffeblt) above Flattery and Affronts,
and yetas careful in preventing the Injury as able to repair

O, the Beauty of whofe Mind exceeds that of his
h'ace, ytt not Deformedfo as to be difinguilhable from others
unto a ridicule. 1 e
Give meore that has learnt to live much |n a little time,
«at that is nogreat Familiar in Converfe with the world,nor
little one with himfelf : Ore (if two fuch Nappineffes
"ay bt granted at ore time toour Sex) -whowith thefe un-
tonoion Endowments of Mind may (naturallyjhavt a(vstct,
mild, eafic Dirpoficion, or at leajt Onewho by his PraSlict
and frequent Habit has made himfelffo before be is made
mine\ butas the Mafter-perfeftion and chiefeft Draught,
hec him be truly Virtuous and Piousj that is to fay. Let
be truly Happy ia my choice.
Quefi. 2. A lady defirts to know wbtn jist (hall havt a

a”~xnd ? t i

Anfw. We read of a waggifii Boy, tliat went to die

7% H -
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Dephick Oracle, with a live Sparrow in his hand, and pro-
Pofed this Oueftion, iVhtthfr the Sparrow was dead or a-
live ? defigning, that if the Oracle had anfwered dead, to
have lhewn it alive, or if the Oracle had aufwcred alive,
to have crufh’d it in his hand, and produc’d It dead, but
the Oracle anfwered, In tefitum, See. ‘Tis in thy Posver
to produce it either alive or dead. | am fenfiblc the La-
dy needs not to be tnftrufted in the Application, which
if fhe dcrigns in the Affirmative, | would not have her to
neglcft her Form of Prayer.

Qiieft. z. Whither u'it better to live finglt or to marry ?

Arfw  This QucflioD is much the fame with the for-
mer part of the Firft Queftion, however we Ihalladd
_____-Marriage is all in the Extreams, nothing moderate
in't ; 'tis cither accompanyed with Hatred and Bitrernefi,
or full ofSwecrncfsand Affeaion, 'tis either a Paradise
er a fltU, butit tis never the latter from its own nature,
but from the fault of the Perfons who know not how to
ufe it as they ought : Nay wc might add, That though
generally People arc by the Prejudices of Education or
oihcrwifc, unfit to make a proper Choice for fuch an En-
dearing Society, yet they arc generally 16 happy in t, that
they would not leave it though they might be put to thtir
choice i we (hall give you a pertinent Injtance of a whole
City at once. The smptrour Conrade theThird befug.:,
Gucdclphus Duke of Bavaria in the City of Wensburg in
Germany \ the Wbmen perceiving that the Town could not
pokbty hold out long,petition'd the Emptrour that they might
depart onlywithfo muchas each of them could carry on their
backt ) which the Emperour condifcended to, expelling they
would have loaden thtmfelves with Silver and GoldyScc.Buc
they came aUforth with every one her Husband upon her
hacki-wbereat the Emperour wasfo moved that he wept, re-
ceived the Duke into his Favour,gavt all the Men their Inies™
and txtoll'd the Women with defervtd Praif».(Camcr Oper.
Subcifio. i.Ctn!.c.”i.p-22S. | think there needs not a
greater Inftance of fomething generally taking in Marri-
age. beyond any other Enjoymentin the Word : But I
leave the Ladies to judge, fmcc their own Sex were Par-
ties concern’d herein.

Queft. 4 Within thefe few days a Swarm of Bees lit up-
on the Crown and Scepter in Chcapfide, no Bodr ~nows
from -whence they came: Pray what Conftrulhon do you mef"e
of it, and whether it may portend fomething to come?

Anfw. | fhould be very loath to incur the Title of Su-
perjlitioiis, having already conden’d it, or | could tell yon
that Bees were alwavs tftcem’d by the Ancients to be
roglyphicks of Wealth and accordingly, for chat Rcafon,
throughout the World at this time, retain the fpijbcte
of UboHrieus. | might alfoadd, that London, thefamd
Metropolis of England, has her IclfalTum'd the Characte-
riftical Hieroglyphick, of Wealth. Kl:;. A Bcc-hivc as to
be feen amongft the Kuines that are engrav’d round about
the Pedeftal of the Monument. | am alfo inform d, not
long fince , there wasanother Swarm of Bees that lignt-
ed upon a Sign-poft in Chtapftdt, within three doors of
this : As alfo, that upon laft, an Eagle (the
King of Birds) lighted upon the Dragon of St. Mary le
Bow in Cheapfide, and refted her fcif for halfa day be-
fore file left it 5 tril whkh confidcred, if there be ever
any happy Omens, thefe mentioned frem to be very fair
ones, to wit, Fortemiing very aufpicicus Times as to
Wealth and Power in England, particulariz’d by it's Me-
tropolitan City, which will not have the Icaft (bare in it.
And 'tis to be hoped, chat this Snminers AcTion will go a
great way rowards it, his Prifent Majtjly King William,
being himfelf an Agent, and expofing his own Perfenm

Foreign and Orange Countries for the Accompulnment
of it, perhaps no: unfitly reprcfenced by the Royal jlrangt
Bird, but we leave the event of thefe things, and their in-
terpretation to the Crideks of the Age, who perhaps rr.ay
make more pertinent Comments upon’em. ru. ..a

Queft. $. From sshat UffinCl of Nature do



kunblt PUnts, novf to bi fern it SicpQcy, mit their Optn-
tions uf«n only a bare touch of'on i

jinfw. There are fcvcrals krtof Stnjitive Plants iQd
fl'rbst which occur In Reading, or Tra»clling j the Ma-
ry-Gold and Tuli[> open and (hut as the Sun arifes and fets.
The Lotus in Euphrates (according to Pliny) hides it fcif
under the Water when the Sun fets, and difeovers it felf
.again when the Sun arifes, the Klowcrs of the Arbor tri(Hs,
in the Eaji’ Indusy have the Nature of the Mary-Gold. In
the Iflani of Cimbitbon in Borneo in Oriental Ajia, (accord-
ing to Pigafttta, )the Leaves of a certain Tree, alter they
arc fallen fometime on the Earth do vivifit voal”™ uponfour
fharp and lhort Peet j he adds, that he kept one of them
for eight Dajs, wvhich when touched would move, and as
he thought, liv'd only upon Air. In Zslhoha-, a part of
Tartary., the Inhabitants fow aGrainl i k e f a -
ving that it is not quite fo loi”*, from which ifTucs a Plant
about five Spans high, like a Lamb, with Ears, Feet,
Hooves, and covered with a Hairy Skin, irs Hcfh is fweer,
and like that of Crevifhes, it bleeds yohen tfounded, and is
much dcfircd by the Wolves : It adheres to the Earrli by
the Navel, and lives only fo long as there’s Grafs abour irj
the wear the Skin of it on their Brtafts and
Heads. In the Frmli Kings Gardens, in the Fauxburg,
liicre arc three forts of Senfiove Plants, which being
touch’d, flag, and return not to their place till warm'd
by the San. Garfas ab horto, and Tniopbraftus, in his
Fourth Book of Plants, mention fome that arc in furh
manner Senfnivc. Apoiidorm mentions an Herb called y£f-
chiomene, or Chafl Herb which fhuns tire Hand of any rlut
offers to touch it. The Portugals have an herb leaf'd like
our Tamcrisk, which touch'd never fo little languishes :
The Philofophcr of Malabar, being unable to find the
Caufe, went mad. Nicholas Conti mentions a Tree in the
Ra[l Indies , between the Cities of Bifnigar and Malepur,
tlirce Yards high, call'd Arbor Pudica, or the Modeft
Tree, which retrafts its Branches when any Man or Bcaft
approachesit. Some Philofophcrs upon thefc Infiances,
which arc more or lefs Scnfibic, conclude, that all Plants
whatever, arcfinfiblt infome Degree, though nor percepti-
ble to our Scnfes,and that Vegetation and Since are the 0-
peratioHs, butofone Soul. They have the Diftinftionof
Sexes, asappears in theCyprefs, Hemp, Palm, &c. which
bear not Fruit, unlefs planted near the Male, they feem
torcfplre, (as’tis rcafonably fuppos'd) cncrcafing beft
in the open Air, and by the Root, which is their Mouth
they feem to taftc, difccrning the Difference in Soils’
grow better or worfe, according as they like their Feed-
ing. There is the fame Vniformity betwixt Animals and
Plants, in that both die, have their Nutrition, Augmen-
tation, and Generation : if Animals be Salacious in their
proper Scafons, Plants have their times for being in Sap.
In aword, they feem only to want Local Motion, which
fomc have, as in Scotland, where according to Anthony
Figaftt, thereisa Tree leav'd like our Muliery, the leaves
whereof have two little fttt, and will run away when
touch'd i but if after it cannot be granted, that the Rca-
fon of this Senfation it not nacorally from an internal, but
fome external Caufe, then the Rcafon of fuel] fading, no-
ving, &c. may be from an Antipathy betwixt them and
Mankind,as an Eagles Feathers deftrov the Doves,and tlie
firings made of Sheeps Gutts break and fpoil when put a-
mongft the firings thar are made ofa Wolfs Gutrs f or if
this Rcafon may be defcaive, we add, that poflible, that
thefe Senfible Plants are of a more pure and Jubtil Contex-
ture arid therefore more eafily affefted with the Motion
Hear, Cold. €>-r.of'any thing coming near them.

Queft. 6. mjat's the meaning of the Word Culprit ?

N . to Criminals,
p.»haps aCompoundofC*//)a/jfl>-rfr.Y<, or one made rea-
dy by his Crime for Trial or Puaifomenr.

Qui-ft. 7. Itfo happened, that a Man having a Wife feve-
ra Tears, but as Irtmmber no Children by her : at laH he

1 tJ iH Lovtwiihh'sMaid,btUgfomtwhat ffand[ome, whom

/tt/afl /;f fteming.y confinted to, by appointing both the Time

In the mean time
the e Maid acquaints her Mijireflwith the whole defign,
who could not but commend her mnefly, iVit, ard rifeV
. i

.,H would fupply her room in the dari”1, and accordingly did.

LONDON:

minaghg the Impajlure with that cunning, that het ILU
hand ptrctWd not his Mifia™*t, but being more vigorous that
ordinarily, by the firengtb of Fancy hi got his Wife with
Child of two Boys at the fame time: Pray rejolvt me, wti.
tber the Children were Bayards or not ?

Anfw. The Man certainly committed Adultery with his
own wife, all the Circumnanccs and C/ualifications that
make up an Adulterous A" being joyned together on his
part. But [Kraufe a Man cannot beget a man without!
Woman, it follows that the Children were partly his, and
partly his honcfl Wifes: And therefore, fo far as tlic Man
was fo concern’d in their Generation,fo far only tlicy wtre
Bafiards, wholly as to his i>it{ntionaliiy,and partly as to his
Potentiality of an Aft.

QucA. 8. What is the lieafon that the Frenchman w/>
much incens'd with the Lye ?

Anfw. They fuppofc iliemfclvcs to be the moA civiliz'd
Nation in the World, as may lie fecn by their Writings
blit I wonder not that 'tis an affront to them, or any body
elfc, tliat has the leaA Senfe of Honour and Keputatm.
T\).hVice defiroys the ends of Society and Convtrft, Wiich
arc founded upon Speech, the minds Interpreter ¢ luc if
there be no Afluranceof this,tiico Humane Society isdc-
Aroy’'d : Wherefore, to be thought or call’'d a Lyer, is the
worA Charafter and Term that can be fixed upon a Rati-
onal Being ¢, therefore no wonder at all that any one bears
the Affront fo rcfeniingly.

QucA p. Whether is ihere any fuch thing eu the SIUtMXi-
dcr, and will it, as vulgarly reported. Hit in the Fire ?

Anfw. Obferve moA of thefe Vulgar Reports and Tra*
ditions, and you'l find fome grounds or other, which gave
Occafion for them, though they generally make more ene
than there really is: So hyre 1 tlicre is fometliing
of Truth in the Salamander's living in the Fire, though
perhaps not by half fo much as is generally reported.
Take the moA Authcntick Account we can give you there-
of from the Tranfaftions of the Royal Society, Vol. i.
p. 377- Where they tell us, that one Signior Corvino, an
Italian, brought one of thofc Creatures from the Indies,
and made an Experiment Publickly upon it at Rome, ca
Aing”ic upon hot burning Coals, at which it immediately
fvvclld and Vomitted a black Subflance on the ncareft
~als, which put them out \ When new ones were putio
their rooms, he repeated the fame Experiment, and fa
ved himfclf thereby from the Force of the Fire by the
fpacc of two hours: But when new coals apply’'d the third
time, the Poor Creatures flock was fpcnr, his Engine
would play no longer, and he cv’'n fairly gave up tre
Ghoft, and was burnt to Death.

QucA. 10. Is there anyfucb Creature as the Bafilist ani
whetoer is it true that it !(iUs with its took, when itfits
prB, and dies if a Manfrll fees it ?

Anfw. There’s no great heed to be given to what0 d
Authors fell uson this particular, tliough here,as tis bclore
laid, we Verily believe that Truth and FalAiocd are ming-
led together. Thercarc Serpents, as NaturaliAs inform
us, svhich generally go and have fomething likea
Crown upon their Heads. There are alfo to this day fome
Serpents offo fubtil a Poyfon, iliat they kill with tlicir ve-
ry Breaths, aswe receive it from good Hands in the mo-
dern Deferiptions of ~.tkiopia and other parts of Affric™.
-— -——-Now fuppolitig any fuel] Serpents, as wciecM
Reafon to doubt the Authority of thcRcbters, irs certain
that if they firA difeover a Man, when near enough to
breathe on him, he’sdead-------- if the Man firA fees the
Serpent, undoubtedly hcc'J do his beA to kill him, ifbc
can't efcape him--------- .and this is the furthcA Probality
we can reach to in cliis matter.

NOtotifemcutjd™*

t5"'Y H F. Supplement to thefirft V,(umt of the Athenian Gi’
A now publiAicd—Price i s. Sold at the Ai*
uen m the Poultry, where is to be had the firA Volume of
the Athenian Caret, beginning March 17. and ending pay
30 1691. (or Angle ones to this time.)
In this Supplement, and alfo in our Firfl Volume is Ar-
of flic Ingenious C*ucAions latclv fent us,and
thofe about Perjury, Pump..water, and others Aiall be An-
Iwer d at the End of our fecond Volume

Printed for P, Smart, 16/1.





