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Bunib* i6.

The Athenian Mercury:

Natuctiap, July

'SEntlitmtn”™ your Form of Prayer for the La-
I y dies Choice of ffusbands is li(t to ma’e

A but half of the A% happy, unUfs you conii-
ne jtur Goodnifs iy affording the UFe af/tfiance to the other
half, 1 mean your own Sex in choofing Wivis \ vthich we ex-
fi'l atynuT Hands wuUh the firfi Opportunity, for fear the La-
dies (how/d get thefiart ofut ?

Anjf. When you find your Devotien warm with
thoughts of this Nature you may change the following
Chiraaerinto a Prayer for—®n e tebote anD
(Hinue haomearirco tbs<Chslti6 ofi**obtOnice*
and acC*?Mngip mahes a bue catmate cfall
fl)ccarrfnc00"~l)ofe ~aiil is t?o0 g”~eat to b?
cnifbt unOer tbf loftabc ofaobsrft? ~to?mB,ano
petat tb? fame time of a foff, eafle*) aifaile
Cemper-JiUSboU a flranser tobirgulfej pernor
fd free anb ppeii as to gibe ujoiinbs foj Cuntempr,
~“ne to iDbom j*aiurd baa been liberal in 3 >0b
i?7earuresano -.pojtionaoflSflOp, but yet with
a fairerMind, @#llttp toifbOUt 2bures,
toirb)ut tnneaknefs, jealous ofnothing but tiie
becreafe of ber I"inbnetsto pou; Generous, pet
Hot p~ofute. ODne tnbofe JAu&ence can fecure pou
from an 3fnfp. cttan into b « iFaintlp-9lccountfi»
and Oiberf tbe CurfO of trifling into Poverty. Sl
good tpeufetDife that can appear as girat in tbe
~N1IN10 toitb one bunojeb i“ounos a peat as bet
~tigbbounfi Htl> tlbo. 2)ne tobo beliebea bat
jerfon Iboulb be a Iftgure, and bet i?0?tion a
JPPber, tobicb aodeb to bet abbances tbe ~umm,
jut alone fignlifies nothing h ratber tbe "etr of
bjr objn beferto, tban barelp tbe fIDff-lbrtng of
«ntuous iarents-aine that tottbour th'e Irp -
al of bet tiaitfue can outofai9;tncipleof (Sene-
tout? be jua to pout USeb- tuxabofe batrtue, iSlalt
and "?jdeftp can tatb”~rbe imitated tban touaro
bp bet Neighbours.

Infhorr, One wliofe Carriage exceeds this Charaftcr,
and attains to that ©f the Apollle, i Pet chap. ?. or that
of the Wifefl of Men, Prov. 31. from ler. lo. to the End.

(~ft. a. IVhatare we to tbin” of the little clinging Noije
~ed a Death-watch ? To %vhich we add one fromano-
wrs Hand._ | have beenforfome time[met accompanied in my

with the Noife of what the common People call a
~th-witch; OneEvening above the refi | fat down by a
t "1 t" proceeded, and laid my Watch
Mffamef /perceiv'd to my Admiration that tbe found
madk by this invifiblc Automation (if fuchit be) was loud-
than that of the Artificial Machine: Its Vibrations will
T if” but withal quicl™r i / firuc”™ a Box upon the
aole, whence 1 am confident the Noife came, and htre-
immediately ceaftd flriNing. After forme fmall Inter-

ijjm It began again, 1 moved the Box a fecond time, and

* ‘tspreftjitly (ilent: Vpon the third Repetition ofits Mo-

| operedjbefaid Box, and although I ufed the most di-
jent andferutinoasfiarch to ground a Cors\eLIHtof what it
~Shtbe,ytt it ifcaptd myfight. 1 havefinct heard two of

place—Now | defire to be fatisfied

| Noife night proceed from any Infa ? if in the Affir-
thf n gladly }n>wfrom what j as liliewife whe-
thereon hn any other

bini NptrfUtion. I in the Negative, 1 would gladly
\  fromwhence it is, and what is your Opinion thereon?
oftUiKT fcl'-cs could givcfeveral related Inflances
*»» M | "all offer only one which we fixperi-
fuh vt VM atter of Fad; 'tis this; There was

("ueft. 1.

waw a*r heard in a plain Wall, where there
Voiirc N *Wbm ; we us'd what Endea-
and af™" to get the little hijlurber oar of its hle,

ter lome time, with a little Care, and a Paper Trap,
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we cook it, and it was only a fort”™ a Spider. We
are informed that the fame Noife is effcftcd by a fmall
Grub or Worm, but whether true or not we can't affirm,
becaufe we have no certain Inftancc. It'sa common thing
in fome places to hear fo many together, that by the cou-
fufed mixture of their founds, they are not to be Numbred.
i doubt not but the Querift look’d into the Box, when he
ought to have look’d into the Wood of the Box. We can-
not conceive f though wc hear of many Inftaoces) that
they are any tliiog tife but Infers j for a Spirit needs not
fear or defifi at our firiking upon the place j nor that they
commonly are Signs of Death, for thofc Perfons who dye
out of fuch Families would have dyed, if thefe fuppofed
Monitors had been abfent: Not but chat upon fome parti-
cular Cafes God Almighty may make ufe of Spiders, Crtc”
etSsScc. to warn us of our approaching End, as | knew a
Family never without one Cricket before fome one dy’]
out ofit; another, that an unknown Voice always call'd the
Perfon that was to dye 4, another, that had fomething like a
Wand firuck upon the Walls j and another wvlicre fome
Bough always falls off a particular Tree a little before
Death : but thefe are particular unaccountable Inflances.
Ordi'.arily fuch is Nonjenfi, and depends more upon
Fancy than any thing clfe } 'tis all one toagood Man whe-
ther he hsu a Summons or no, for he is always ready either
with or without ?

t~uefl. 3. What is the caufe of Ba(bfulnefs ?

Anfw. Some have prettily called Blifhing the Colour of
Virtue, but perhaps not with overmuch reafon j for wiiy
fhould a Man be afliam’d of any thing but what is ill: ‘jfis
weaknefs of Judgment, a Mifitnderflanding of things, a con+
founding a falfe Notion of Good and Evilt want of Cenverfe,
and the Prejudice of Education, that are the Caufes, and not
Vertue, which by how much the greater it is, by fo much
1tis the worr Bold, Brave and Daring. ' Tis only excufablc
in Children, as being a Sign of a flexible eafic difpofition,
which if well managed, is the mofl fufccpiivc of the deep-
cfl imprelTions of Virtue.

Queft. 4. How is it naturally poffible, that an Aged Man
nigh an hundred years, both Blind and Lame, befides many
other ImptrftHions incident to Old Age, fhould on a fudd.n
recover hisformer Vigour and Sinfes, in as high a degree of
ptrftllion, .« when he was but Forty Tears old ?

Anftp The ufuai reparations of Nature might by fome
new Courfe of Pytt, or other Accident, meet in fudi a due
and proper Cirifis, as to eff-ft a Rejnven>ffe>:cy, or a rcDcxv-
ingof Age, or the God of Nature might immediately con-
cern himfelfin a few fuch Inflances, for fome ends b:;fl
known to himfelf. We are facisfied by very good Autho-
rity of fome furh Examples, we fiull only mendon the fol-
lowing—Fuller in his Worthies has fet down a Letter feot
him from Alderman hia Son thus.— .fcrrr is an Ac-
quaintance of mint, and a Friend ofyours, r :j certified e
of your dejire of being fatifled of the Truth of that Relation
I made concerning tbe old .ifinijLr in the North It fortuned
that in myJourney to Scothml. | /ay ar Alnwick in Nor-
thumberland, and underftanding from the HoH of the Houfe
where | lodg'd, that this Mtniiier lived within three miles of
that place, | lool™ my Horfe after Dinner, and rode thither
to hear himpreach for my own facisfaftion j / found him in
the Drj», where he read unto us fome part of the Common
Praver,/'fljre/rfcrrfalms, and /n>a Chapters without Spe-
flacles Tot Bible out of which he read the chajttrs was a
veryfmall Print'd Bible', he went afterward into the Pul-
pit, WeriShe pray'd and preach'd nneo us about an hour and,
an half, hisTe.rt was, Seek ye firfi die Kingdom of God,
and all otlier things fliall be added toyou. Inmy poor
Judgment he made an excellent Sermon, and n-f»t clearly
through wuUho'it the help of any Notes. After Sermon t
rvent with him to his Houfe, where | propofed theft S ue-
jlioHS to him : Whether rhe Book Printed concerning the
change of his >lair was a Truth ? V/hether or no he had



a new fet of Teeth come ? Wliether ct nb his Eye-fight
never fail'd him ? and whether in any meafure he found
his llrcngth renewed to him ? I/e anfwend ne diiiinllly
tn all this, and told me, he uvderjlood the Nnas Boo™ re-
pitted his Hair to become a darl™ trotan again, bt faljly,
as h tool™o”™ his Cap, and jhin-ed me his Hair, li“e a Childs,
b;it rather}t-ix:n, than either brnivn or grey jor his Teeth,
hi had three come within thefe two Tears, nor yet to tbiir
perje. non i whilfl be bred then he was very ill, jorty Tears
he could not read the higge't print without S;e”Ucles i and
now he blejj'th God there is no h int, nor IVricing fo fmall,
but he could read without them, for his [inngth, he things
it as grttt as twenty Jear-. ftnee. Not long ftnee, he walked
to Ahv.'ick to Dinnr'y and back, aga™ fix North foi.jt/rs7
Miles- Hi ISnow ore hundred and ten Tears g Age, and
(ver (Inee bji f'Uy a hearty Body, zery chearjul, yet[hops
much----- 1% had five Children after he was eighty Years
Oid, four o) ih:m lully ) ajfes, n-w living with him, the other
dyed lately, his Wife is fcarce fifty Tears of Age, hi writes
himfe/j Michael Vjvan: Hi is a Scottith Man, born near
Aberdeen, | forgot theTuwns Name where heis now Fajior,
ht hath ban therefiftyynni

Windfor, S"pt.
28. iNsy.

Tour affured loving Friend,
Thomas Atkins.

Queft 5. Smeetimes fmet | entreated the Solution of the
following P"Hiries, 1 doilill tarneflly defire your thoughts of
Tf,v)2. Whether the Soul of Man be by TradulHon, or imme-
diate liijufioT, ij the former,wbat toU-rable conceptions may
we have ofthe way and manner of a Body's begetting a Spi-
rit if the latter, how comes it to be defiled with Original
Sin P

Anjw. Our Delay in this and many other ingenious
~ueliions, is not bccaufc we pdfs any over that are worth
the Atn'wering, but from the Muititadcs which arc forced
upon W8 notwithftdnciing our frequent Advertifements to
the conrrary, all which fball have their Anfwcr in Order,
and be difpatch’d as fafl as poifible j and in the Preface to
ourj.’cijsi we fhall prim fevcral Standing Rules
for all our Quetills, which if punftually obferved by 'em,
they’l not only have tlieir Expeftations fully anfwered
from time to time, but our Athenian FrojsH will be there-
by rendred more ferviccablc to the Publick. =~ We have
formerly faid fomethin® of Traduftion, vide Vol. 1. N.
12. But @this Qutftion we now anfvvcr, That the
liHemftlvce Soul of Man is noeb. Traduftion, but the
Scnlltive only, which is common to other living Crea-
turcs, either by Semina! Traduftion , or the Generative
Power, which lies hid in the Putrefaftion of Elimenta*y,
Bodies, as v.c find foine Creatures produced of Mud
Ptich, drc. or according to thatill C;». i. Producant A-
qua reptile Ani™.e zivintis-, but the intellcfiiveSoul is an
Immaterial Sublbnce, and ’'cis impoffible tor an Active
Power, whicii is in Matter to extend its Action to the
Predu”tion of 3n Immaterial Effecl,hcca’j(e the Inccllcftivc
Prirtcinicin Man is a ?rir)c{y\d tranfeending® Matter, and
therefore it mull have its ExiJ'iens and Creation from fome
Immaterial Being, vi\. God.---------- Nor can | fee a nc-
cefTnyforthe Souls being defil’'d wuli Original Sin, (con-
I'ldercd in the Abflraft) but all the Pollution it receives
is by means of the Body, for it is not of the Nature of An-
gels, who act by the Power of their Will, for the Soul
At”s by the Senfes, by which it is defil'd, as a Man is faid
loliavecontraflcda Womans Debts when he makes her
his Wife and Companion.

Qiicft 6. My doth the Rainfall in difiinCt drops— ffhy
is then no Rain in Egypt, and why doth the River Nilus
(upply that defcH by its overflowing ?

Anfw  For the FIrll Part of the Queflion, trhy
Aetb the Rain faS in dijunCt drops, fee Vol. i. N 2. Q. 3.
in the Quefnon ofSpou'S. To the Second, ii‘hy theress
ro Rain in Egypt, &c. we anfwer, That the excclfive
Hcdt of Indiaand .'Ftinopia draws thither thofc Clouds
tliat would othcrwiie difcharge thcmfelves from
dyfdk* Habtlmandel, which as we arc informed , ve
the Limits of Non-Raining  but yet falling above
lotvarcfc do* Source of Nilus for a ctmtinuancc of fix

Months togetlicr, ( See Fol. s. Numhe* 11. about the
Trade Winds ) mufl neceifarily cavifc fuch an overflowing,
and funilizing of the Country of £gy;it, Mafouva, Moka,
&c. which perhaps may be helped on by tlie fermentati-
ons ol the Nitrous Soyl, in which thofc Countries abound.

Qutfl. 7. Whyis Tawning catching ?

Anjw. Perhaps upon Examination it will be found to be
theniofl Natural AU of ihe Fajjions, if they are at all con-
cerned in it, for 1can Yawn when | pk-afe, but cannot
laugh, cry, &c. when 1 plcafe, although very near the fame
contraftion of the Mufcles happens to Laughing and Yawn-
ing j Mankind is Sympacbftick® one Bouy’s laughing may
provoke anuchers, althougli the fccond perhaps knows not
the rcafon why the firfl laughs; ilicrefcrc 'ns no wonder
why a IciTcr Aftion is Sympathecick, when a greater of the
fame Nature is, the icaibn of which only lyes iu the pari-
ty of Nature.

(“ueft. 8. Why dying Perfons fold the Sheets, or other
Linnen ?

Anfw. ' Tisinimermitting Fits, DtlirLis, Feavors, Alie-
nations of Mind, by which Objeds arc mifriprefintid, at
which time Nature finding it }elj near its Exit, clings and
grafps at any flay, chough it be out the fetble fumblitig of
the next thing to it.

Quell, p. What is the befi way to prevent ths Ruint and
Debauchery of Truth ?

Anjw. To inculcate into them an early Impnfs of l'irtut,
the benefit of good Companions, and by keeping a ftrift
guard over their Adlons, til! they arc habituared to Ver-
tue, and then it will be as hard .1 task to make th$m ill,
as it ISfor an habituated ill Man to be made good.

Quefl, to. 19hat u that whUh the Mouth to water
At thefight of a [.emnon, green GoofeberrUs, See. .

Anfw. The Eye having repreiemed rheic to the Fancy,
which ajjisttd with the Memory, iccollods forriicr ideas of
thcElfeds fudi a fliarpncfshad heretofore upon the Tallc,
which immediately puts that Sence into motion, and irri-
tates the Saliva or Spittle as in the queflion is mentioned.

HF One of our 1Muerifls hints at an odd Dream he lately
had, if he fends us the full Account of it, he (ball
have our Thoughts upon ir.

The feveral Queftions fent us this Week concern-
ing Mice, Pump-water, Secret Murder, the “ueen @
Sheba, as alfo that concerning Duelling, &c. fliall be
Anfwcred at the end of our fecond Volume, and we
hope @the Challengers fatisfaftion.

SItH )ertirem nit0,

N "1"HEFirft Volume of the Athenian Mer-

JI.  CUry, refolving allthe mofl Nice and Cu-
rious {luefitons profcj'ed hy the Ingenious™ of el
ther Sex, from Tuefelay, March 17. tin 5a
turday, May ljo. 1691. Pprice is. 6d. Thss
Firf Volume is neatly done up in Marble Paper,
*With a general Title, Preface and Index to the
whole. Printedfor Jo\tn Dunton at the Raven
in the POultrey. where all Gentlemen may have
the Supplement to it (centaming the TranjaBi-
ons and Experiments of the Foreign Virtuo-
fo*s, 6CC. ) and aljo their Setts compleaied, or any
of the fingle Mercury's that are publifht evtty

TueRlay and Saturday.

orbear fending any more Queflions, till we give fur-
ther Orders for it i and when you have notice to

in, dired your Letters eithtr to Mr. Smith’s Coffcc-houfe
in Stocks-niarket, or fife to the Rotterdam Coffce-h'uic

in Finch-lane, at which lajt place you may consiantly mitit
with the French and Dutch News, eithtr in the Original et
Tanfiated.

(

L(J iVFf O I'l: Primed for 30t)n DUIItCU at the Ravenir. the Petdtrey. 1691





