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Bmxih. 17.

The Athenian Mercury:

Cuefnap, Julj zI. 1691

Qucft. T X “f France 10INI at r«ir

\/\/ pr/ftnt?

1V Anfw. We have already given
ourJudgment agaiiift AHrology, and all the Folly of
fforary ~uijli*ns. See, and are as willing to acknowledge
asQTf£«««« to alferti that we are no But
if the querift will be content with a Giitfst he is very
welcome to't, and accordingly we anfwer, That in pro-
bability ht's Praying, for the fame Rufont and with the
faoic Dtvotio* that Seamen arc when they have fix foot
\Vfattr in Hold.

<iueft. 2. Why you prttend to fuch {Irangt things, and
yttin the Weild nothing iutvhatwe all i"now
already ?

Anfw. There's anotlier of 'em, but we muft take the
Liberty to fay, that we doubt the Gentleman who pro-
pofed it is hardly a fair Reprefentativt for all the World,
fince he has chofen himfclf a parliament Aean (or the
Uoiverfe, as Trincalo, by his own Vote declar'd himfclf
Viaroy over the Enchanted ifixnds. To be graver, its
true is fomc fence, Nil didum quod non diQumpiiiu, The
World is Learned, and we wifh if more fo. The fineft
things that can now be faid, are little elfc than Old Senct
witha Kiw Tarn\ and if ye deny this, all the Orators
inkmuft Hand ftill, and neither Divines ox lawyers get
anymore than our Athenian Mercury, Yet Hill, what
ant Man Ikgws, another dots not, and diffufing knowledge
i»a fort of improving it, perlwps the beft way * and
befidcs, we are pretty confident, there arc very many
lIHgjtions liere, fome of rnomem, which were never be-
fore publickly decided, efpcciaily in Morality, which is by
far the mofl ufeful parti  .Knowladge} and "twpuld be no
ftame for as, mou’d we own our chief aim in this dc-
fign, were to convey under a plegfant drefs, Notions of
tetjte and Honour into the Co nmanalty, and rather to
make 'em better than wifer, tli6 indeed in one we do
both; and cannot doubt in the mean while hut the Curimu
and JngtnioM Spioies will fcldom take up our Paper, but
they ! find fomsching or other in’t that may both divert
and pleafe 'em. For the Icfs candid Judges, they have
donealt they can agatnfUt already, but avail nothing------
The Paper fiill lives, and is ftill like todo fo, in Ipite of
al| their Ill-nature, and find that reception which we

fay tile the defign thereof deferves.

5. Why Men dream of things they nevtr thought of?

Anjw. We deny diey ever do * nay, 'ds irapoflible they
ever /houd, unlefsin a Divine Dream, and that of fuch a
I"ifure, that both the TToing and the Notion thereof
fttould be revealed rdgethcr, (but of fuch Dreams feeaf-
fprwards.) We muft here explain our meaning, theFan-
eyvee own, has power to join things together, when they
#rc ~ofe in the Mind, or to 'coyn .Vonfiers and ImpofTi-
bilhics out of real things, fieepingss well as waging » For
Example, | havedte Wofwx of my fclf, a H»rfe, a Road,
thieves, Water, Fire, a Houfe, Night, or what clfe you'l
came, rreafured upin my Memory. Thcfe my Fancyjo a
Dream may chance to fhuffle together, and make me think,
I'm a Horftbac®, and upon the Road, that | there meet
with TInevts, that | take the Water to avoid them, and
*odgeinan//i)?ifi, which m the happens to be
xfirc. Thefc tilings we have all thought on before, taken
difliniflj or afunler, but never juft in that very order.
Soin FiCcitiouf Beings, Beings o Reafon, as fomc Mcta-
phyficians, or more properly of Fancy, as others, when
wc make trapoftible CenjunliHons of Tfmgs. 1 have feen
>-Wan, | hive feen a Dog; out of chefc two real things
Pancy forms one FieVnim Being, either fleeping or wa-
ging, and makes a nonjtrons Creature, partly c<mi«f, and
pittly humane, wliich a F,iwrtr candcfcribc on Paper, a
<k*f. thft it firfi muft have a being in his own Fancy.

All this we own the Fancy has power to perform, but nc-
to ftart any Notion abfolutely new, and independent
CR the Frame 0? Things before treafured in the Memory :

And for this we appeal to any Man’s Experience, and
when the C*ucrift (or any other) can Inftancc in any thing
he everdrcam*d of that he never thought of before, in
that fcnce'wherein we have here explained it, wedlthcn
tell him why be does fo.

Crueft. 4. nhat ii the nofi delightful thing to a Man in
this Horld ?

Anfw. Muchas heir, ------ If intempfraie and luxuriant
he delights moft In what he ought moft to be albam’'d
of. Vtnuoiis Men will cake the greartft delight hi fair
and vertuous Aftions, the noblcft whereof we efteem to
be our obliging a Friend, or forgiving an Enemy. But
were we asked what *tis we efteem moft delightful to
the moft of Men, we ftiould make no Icruple to affirm, 'cls
getting Money \ fmcc for this only they’ll lofe their F/ra-
fure, part with their Pertue, and I'd! their Honour.

Queft. $. WsaPs the Caufe that a Burning-gta(l contrail-
ing the Sun-beams into fo narrow a enmpafs, ns to fire
Cloth, Rope, Tobacco, Sec. Atb notwithjUnding remain per-
feclly cold ? -jr

Anfw. Firft, Becaufe the Gfals is not rlie'OHjcft upon
which the contracted Sun-bean&'arc terminated, but/owf-
thing beyond it.--------- Secondly,feecaufc Ndidre never alls
invain, as to make ufe of Dufts and Conveyance™ where
the end might ‘f)c attained without 'em 5 as, whAi one
looks through a Tclcfcope, the vifual Rays of the Eye
(which clfe wou'd dilate and fcatccr in every fide as Lines
do from a Center) are contrafted, and therefore repre-
fent the Objeft ftronger; yet no one asks why the Inftru-
meiic (which is the Medium of Convcyancel docs not
imbibe the Vifuality, and officiate the Operations of the
Eye by it fclf, this would invert fecond Caufes, and ma’e
all Medium or all Endj -------- Befidcs, Experience fliows
that Glafs receives the Imprcffion of the Suns heat as all
other Bodies do, differenced only in this, that Bodies
arc more or Icfs fufeeptive of heat, as they have more
orlefs of Continuity, or as diftingiiifh'd by Magnitude :
Which two qualities (every one knows) make 'em refill
the Suns heat longer than ihofc Bodies which are porous
or fmall.

Queft. 6. What becormes of Smoakl

Anfw. It afeendsiurothe Air, and if in great Quanti-
ty, formsa fort of a Cloud, as we may fee if wc'li but
take the pains to go half a Mile cut cf Londonj if in fmalF-
er, isdlmpaccd by the Winds, or loft in the vaft Trads
of Air, as a little Water, when fpilt on great heaps of
Dufi: Foxthat rmannbilatid, none can be fo foolilh to
conceive.

(Mueft. 7. Why do you trouble your (elves and the World
with anfwering fo many fiHy ~uejlions ?

Anfw. Bccaufe the World will trouble us, and ne-
ver let us or Mr. the Cofiee-man alone, unlefs we'll
give 'em an Anfwer, which fcmccimes we arc forc'd to
do, as to Beggars, mecrly to get rid of them. Befidci,
what's filly to one is not fo to another5 at leaft 'tis
very likely that every one who fends any Queftion thinks
born himfclf and his (Queftion as wife as he that fent
this.

Queft. 8. Why Sounds afcendl

Anfw. For the fame Reafon that a Ball does, by Riper-
eujfion, or a fort of Reflexion. The Air being moved by
rhe5oan/f, (or rathera S'md being made by the Motion
of the Air) moves ftill forward till the firft force be fpenr,
or it meets with foraetbing that hinders it: Now the firft
thing it ftrikes againft in its circular, or quaquaverfal Mo-
tion, is the Earth, whence \t rebounds, and muft afcind
in»o the Air, aswas firft afferted.

Queft. 4. Whether the Letters and Story of rfeeTurklfh
Spy if aVilHonof Reality? if true, whether pafs'd, and
how long fince? »

Anfw. If all a Fiftion, as we arc moft inclinable to
believe, 'tlsyetfo handfomly manag'd, that one may ra-
ther fufpeft than prove it fo. Whoever writ it, I’f_l]s

plai



ewastJt<loifiKly actjuainrcd wiili ihc Oriental Cu*
mi Languages * he appears a Pcrlbn of clean Stnft,
tvf and very good and has a valuable Col-
Urfan of ffl(tOry by him. The Obteftion by fome brought
ag8inrtU, chat many Faffages therein, concradift rliepwfc-
Accounts of the Tranfaiftions which the World has
kai, lus butimall force, for chough both may iufornc It-
fliHcs be filfc, a fccrct hiftorion feems not gencraily
ipeakinc to have that Temnition to Lying, which thofe
have ~Sio write a Fuilki Chroniclt. But fuppofing it
true, it would oeccnirily follow that it muft be pafs'd, be-
caufc it is a Hiliory of fuch I\rjots and Aclions as are fomc-
time fioce gone off the Stage i utilcfs any would fancy
there's a fore of Mxllery in it, fur which we can >ct fee
BO A«Cx»ir N '
Quert. 10. How to know when God reveals hjmfelfin a
)rcam, and ~hin we only dream, he reveals himjelf?
AnCw There may be more Fojfon .in this Ctucfiion than
n firA fightappears i and we arc apt to believe’lis groun-
ded oti a Notion of Mr. Habhs, That when the
*Scripture relates the extraordinary Dreams, Vifions and
* Revelations of Holy Men, die true meaning is,that they
‘ only dreamt they./aw fuch Vifms, or heard fuch Rtvt-
‘ ladons. But as 'tis plain enough that this ftriktsdireft-
ly at the Deiiruaion of all Reveal'd Religion j fo no Qhri-
ftian Ear can endure it. However, left the ObjiClor (hould
think it unanfwerable.tvc (hall fay fomewhat concerning it
—_———- If lie means, how we lhall know at prefent when
t Dream is from God | We anfwer, Tlicrc is no fuch
thiug now to be expefttd. ' The Canon of tlie Holy Seri-
tiirc is complcared, and WVhave the Light oi Revelation
and alFillcd Reafon to direij- us, nor feems there any need
of more  We confefs we dare not abrolgtcly pronounce,
tl:ac there are never aiiy & h things as dhint Notices and
fc'araiwfi given to fomc good Men, even Incliis Age, by
Supenutural IntelUgencerM and Oiould he our klvcs a little
coucei n'd, if in any thing of moment we fhould have fuch
a DrtiM as would oblige usto dcfift from any Aftion or
othcrsviTc, not only imprefs'd b\xt repeated ftveral
times cxa”ly in ilic fame manner.---------- But this we arc
pretty furc of, that no fuch thing as this is either to be
commonly expeCled, or much depended on,nor ever ought
to hinder an lioncfl Man from difcliarging what he knows
to be his indispenfible Duty. As for Example-
W ctcUc(o\reiToajmot fuccour a Friend whoaceded
my Aid j or toferve my Prince or my Countrey in any di-
ffielife Emergency.========== HEfe we fay, BF 6A AiehOeeafi-
ons, not a thoufand Drrewi or Dtdtb either, ouglic now

meer cafuaily Dreams arifing from common Natural Cau-
fes ? We iiifwcr, By thchlghcft Authority that can be,
that of GoJ himfclf, who (tnt chvm, apd telh us he has
done (b in Holy Scriptures j which we have formerly pro-
ved lobe Oods iVtrd, and as fuch /fl/j.Vftft. Ttius in the
Caufc of Jifepb , weare told in tlic ifirft Chapter of Sc.
Mttfcews Gofptl, 7ian the Angel of the Lord appeared to
k"i ixf a Drea*fl. And who dares but a Blafphemer change

We anfwer. That d<ics not at all concern who have
fcch of i.iccn as were fcally fenr from God, when he him-

tertiMm fupra decinuim atmum pro temella haUfwtft
cum vero iii fubigendu pane cum operam fir*oue Ewe>
‘ bat, I'riapus erumpit..----- Ad lurui®ue fexsun cExn«a-
‘ turn fc afferruit, motufquc vencrcos fcDcirc turn aw a*
«res turn ad Fosminas, &cC. N>
Queft. 12. whttbiT thtGentlminoftbt MhAnunGar~t

reiU tngagtto maintih T™batn”r th(j

Anlw. Yes, if what they affert is Truth and Rcafonj
if ochcrwife, they (hall be glad of ~teer Information j and
"hen it appears, will very williogly recraft their Errors,

Queft. 13. How long do yon intend to continue your Athe-
man Vrojeft, finctfome ore orotljtr my always beyutting

Nice and curious tremors. :

Anjw. As long as fuch ~icftioos pu. in, and
perhaps ahtek longer, we having fomelkrrtbon/aarf up.
on the File already,expefting thetr fcvcral

Qucft.i4-/r having been experienced byfeveral Ferftnsthat
ttpon Pronouncing the word One ajter the Pirs| time the Hic-
cough coww, it never returnf—— ~— ~fTy the litajot
thereof.

Anfw. Unlcfs the had fimt an Experiment to
bring the Hiccough, as well astodrive it away, we know
not what to fay of what he advances.------- But as konas
"¢ have an Opportunity to try the Matter of Fail, wc-If
endeavour to hnd out die Reafon tlicrcof.

15- f~tther Vertut does not conjijttn Intentm |
Anfw. We don't very well take the Genilcman’smeau-

ing. If by Intention he would have us umletftacd die £jii
wwuich a Man propoi'es to himfclfin any /<<xe», iis grant-
ed by all good Ca,tfil,is, That it can make an Adion bad.
hut not gat.d, fmee 'tis a common Axiom, Hor.umtx
pet cauja, malum ex dejtllu :All Circiiinnanccs niuft
cur nuke an Aftion properly virtuoxy or good, one on.y
fusees to make it evil. However, an A3ionwith apoi
Intention, iXid bad mea sot Circumllances, has teis of evi!
than whereboth arc bad,and a Ids Degree of Fut is a eoith
pnrathi Firtue. 1f he mcaiis by Intention, Appiicatmy ct
* fert of Attention of the Minei, fixing it ftlf upon Oojttit
as propofed fb be rr/«/rrfor rb/«,andcompariDg;cm whh
thcmfclves and one anoihcr, wherein feme ingenious Men
have placed the Root of liberty s wereply of thaas tveU
Mpat. That if it be not Ktrtar, we at kaft can't lee how
Virtue can any way cooim without k.

Wehavd this Week receiv’d the following QudH-

~ have long indulg'd my felj in a rtfinltfiHabit,
~hkh*‘IKow find cotitradivsiory to myreafiomand wou'd leeze
ft. lil net bepartic.riar, becawfe tie Anf\Wer may be of ufe to

which as the well obferves, may be of Ulc to eve-
ry botly, fhall be Anfwercd next Tutfday.

CUiljei'tifemeitt,

rences upon many Afir« asi CArft-« Towhidl
is added an Account of the Dcfignand Scope of rooft of

fcif iliought fir, ciaM.i me<l to us m his own Oracles.—- tiic confidcrablc Books Printed in.all Languages,and of the

Eut that thole corcrni d did know il"e differrtec,wc can't
doub;>fince othcrwtil- any fuch Warnings would have been

For as we cahly difr.em
ahumanefrom anothcr,why may we not that of Cad

from A/-8 ? Nor can any think that 'tis not poinblc for
liim to nuke ludi MamfcMations of himfclf, either by a
more emlImjit and diftinct degree of Glory, orothcrwife,
as may have iiKommunicablc Charafters of Divinity in-
fUmtupon them.

<MucU. 11. Vtrnm Andregyna ft capax— kltmifnis

_ A/riw. Videfisfuper hac re narratioDtm 4fiire/y;ij cu-

jutriaai lam cunolam per DTho. Allen Latino cditam in-
ter AAa >oc. Reg. Vol. 1 p. ~24.- Ubific. *Ad

ZOND OA : Printed tor

Oualfty of the Author,if known: the wh & being a Trao-
fUtiori of what is moft rare and valuable in ihc Far. Jour-

iht .mproving of Natural, Moral and iHvine Kxovlidgt-
i rimetf for John Dunton. at me ”“Ravtn in Ujc Foultny i
vihere is to be had the t ii u Volume of the Athi
Metie, Kefoivin?. all the nioft* Nice and Curious QuefiicDS
in Divinity, Fhyfc”, Law, Vhilofophr, Hillory, Trade, JI*'
thmr.icks, See. ProjKttcd by the fngeniois cf cither StK,
ruefday, March 17th. to situday, May uer../MV

1691. (or finglc ones to this timr.j

in this aud alfo in our Firfi Volume Is En-
fwered many of ilic Ingenious Quefuons lircly fent usi
and as for tlie reft, they lluJ be Aufwcr'd at the Lnd t4
cur Second Volume.
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