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The Athenian Mercury
Quell. I. 1  Ŷ KT Anfvir to that Nnmb. 15.

I  Vol. I ft. WhcrlKF a FncndfliipcontraAcd 
1  between fingic Perfons, may continue with 

the fame Zeal and Innocency if either marry, hinting, that 
i f  if viz. the fame Zeal, itlsnnjH[ii J  iemanithtre,

ffUnd^i^ is the Marriage of Souls, rvhkh 
a a much jlrongtr tit than that of Bodies, "â htther Ferfens 
jo HHitid ought not to continue jingle rather than br ak. P> 
Sacfid a League, and ma ê the dtftrttd party fo unhappy as 
fub a Divorce will certainly do?

Anfw. Wc think they ought, if they hare no prior 
Obligation to the contrary, thA there are very few whofe 
hUTtfl in this eafewill not prove too bard for their Generofi- 
ty^andchA ftillcvcn here, a high ftroke of the latter, 
which obliges one Friend to die for another, may per­
haps oblige him to do more, that is, pare with a Friend 
rather chan hinder hia happinefs. But to be ingenuous, 
theZ/nian of Souls is a pretty thing to tal^ of, thA To very 
hoc, that'tis near a-kinto the Mufickof the Spheres, too 
extjgifite for our dull Senfes. However, wc have granted 
there may be in forac fcw.vcry few Inftances, fuch a thing, 
and that it does not all depend on Fancy, but has a real 
Being: Yet ftill the Vnion of Hands is th^oreft Hold-faft, 
as the World goes. The Body is very near a-kiii to the 
Soul, and whatever Perfons flatter themfclves, will take it 
unkindly if it mayn’t come in for a {hare. Why then 
may not both be joined, and the Friends be better ac- 
^uinted with one another than any befidcs, fince in this 
cafe the Sacred League has one Article more added,
which will be fure to make it laft —-------till Death them
do part.

<^cft.a. Which is the bf^ way for one who is willing to 
ftrvt their Majejlies, when a gentile ?«ft is vacant to ob­
tain it ? V • ,

Anjw. The honeft Gentleman who fends this Queftion, 
feems very much in earneft in*t s For wc have two Letters 
On the fameSubjeft, in the laft of which he’s •lic tl^ ’an- 
©■y wc have fo long oeglcfted an Anfwer, which that he 
®ay_ be fure not to mifs, he has dire^lcd us wlierc’ to fend 
w him (his Name and a!Q at h(s Lodgings,near the Peacoc  ̂
m Kings-jlrtet, nigh St. /awr/j-Square. Well, *rlt^pietf

difappoint him, and therefore w<̂ 1l put him on theh/̂ ery' 
^ re ft cut to Glory, and fhpw him a path, which if l)c’ ll 
w  follow, will make him as great as he wifhfs: —— Let 
him go find out a Ge!d-mine, take Limefio^, rout Luxtm- 
•^gh, Of which is all one, make him fight, or fink'all the 

Fleet, or take and brink ’em into our own Har- 
Let him cliiife any of tliefe Emerprizes, and if he 

*®^plrfhcs them happily, he’s certainly a made Man.^nt
^  graver, the way now to be prcftrrr’d, is, (’tis hoped) 

^be brave and honeft : To loves one Country, and King 
*v«Mw, hatctlic -French, and defic them and all their 
j-’ffdorts.' To h em  Bigot, me Debauchee, neitherSbper- 
'•itious nor Profane, but tolove Rtfligldn, and Vercut>and 
honour, not to be forward or hafty, to be modeft and 

obfequlous and lnduftrioi0’'and humble. If 
*^wis fails, there Is ftill a lajl rtjerve, which will do bci- 
J^ }  Live contented in yoar own law .Sphere, and thank 
^  that Their Majcftics raktfsd fo'many bitter ^Men to 
t^*rr before y»».

%cft. 3. What Matter is the Sun made of, and whether 
*^^»>iit aPtamei

dafw. Take chc.acwcft and beft Account thofe Modern 
rw give us, who have for many Years confidcrcd

8»nous Star by the help of the Tcicfcopc ; And they 
^hat 't't a Body of Pirt, unequal in its Surface, 

 ̂7f^” pofid of feviral parts of a different Nature, fame 
others folidi that it appears, Difque is a Sea of 

fV * it perceiv'd a perpetual agitation of waves of
Toatinfoaepansmaybe f'-enas it n eu burnings, 

g ^ots Ul̂ e thicb Smoal(, neitber witi-out the
but ftimng to proCiU from his Pifqut, appearing

and difappearing, enertajing and dicreafmg, the Fire (how- 
tag it felf cafually among thofe blacfi<moal^s, which art tba 
Spots we pirciive in this great Luminary Father Kirchcr 
thinî s they are tht Foams, or Froth of the Fire, wiAchthe 
Sun exhales and evaperStes out of its Body', but Mr. Azout 
and Mr. Hugens rather thinfi that they are only appearances 
occaJioHed by the Vndulation, or waving of the Air. One 
of thefe fpots was, as Chronicles tell iis, vifibit to the nji~ 
l̂ cd Eye in the time of Charlcmaign ; And this in all pro­
bability is the Reafon why it has at other times appear'd not 
in its perfiH brightntfs, as for a whole Tear when Caifar was 
mnnhered, of which the Fo(f,

\
—̂ —Impiaque ^terriam timuerunt fecula NoCltm,
------And guilty Nations fear’d Eternal Night j

and thus it atfo appear'd for four days together in the Month 
of Auguft, in the Tear, 1547 . diiii^ and reddifh, and not 
jo bright as the Moon in her total Eclipfe.

Which is'the be(i way to come into the Cenurfe 
and Acquaintance of the Noble Athenian Society i

Anfw. Noble Sir, by reading our Mercuries, which well 
gratifle your civil Requeft with-Afc, vvi-lxjut putting you 
to the trouble of firft walking to Smith'i CofTcc-houfe, and 
thence no Body k?ows whither.

Qued. 5. Whether fo fmaii a Creature as a rly has a 
Heart, and i f  it has, who hath the griateff Heart, the Fly 
or a Late King, becaufe a Fly when tal t̂n, i f  youpluc^ c f  
a Leg or a Wing will (irugglt and (irive, and as much as is 
pofjible fight for its Left, have nothing elfe to lofe, whereas 
that Prince lofi neither Leg nor Arm in the Veftnce.ef his 
Tiiree Kingdoms ?

Anfw. In Anfwer to tins merry S>‘pellioK, thA the Wc«-M 
han’ t bad the Happjncfstofcc any Difie^tion of that Crea­
ture by the Vertuofl made publlck, yet wc may fafdy con­
clude a Flv has a Heart, for the circulation of diac Li­
quor, whatever’tis, which ferves ;c inftcad of Blood, for 
proper Blood vve doubt that and '•‘tficr Infcfts can’t be faid' 
to have, lince none fuch can v :d nor difeovered a 
Microfeope, orotlicrwilc, in d iin ."- ring or killing rhcni*- 
unicfs ill fuch as are ufed to fee:- i, 1 Blood, which only 
feem to contain it like ordina • ’ od in their Bodies, 
without any peculiar reeeptacici, the fame. But torhe 
Qucfiion, alKKit its Heart,' and the bignefs of it, vre ac­
knowledge, as the Rdiearfal, that rhirc is more -Shape and 
Beauty in a fly  chan ina Whale; but wiicther there s- more 
Courage in that Infeft than in the Survivor of the two Kings 
of hrentjord,x.\ut Author faith nor,nordare we in fo weighty 
aCaufe, vetuure to determine. But here may come in 
oneObferv.irion relating to the Hearts o f Animals, ■ -i-.-- 
niayn’ t be uaacccpra’.Jc. ‘ 'The Heart of > ' ; - .
learn from one dificdeil at P-aris, is pro».-oV 
than any Animals, fix Inches loo^, and four Ij . v. •. 
the Balls, terminating in a ftiarp poif - But v. i'c .vi 
no the Fly or the Prince laft menaoHtd r.aj t? ught .0 
have the larger Heart, wc are mre wc have uow a Kirg, 
who as well as our famous/(irii-ard, deferves tlic Title of 
Cotur-eh-Lyon.

Queft. 6. Does the World han  ̂upon noibing, and bow can 
you prove plainly that it docs ft i

Anfw. It does fo, which will appear by proof, and 
that the fureft , namely, our own 5rtf«^ All grant 
that there's no proper upp.r or lower fide in the Earth, 
nay, no Zm ih  or Nadir in t!*c Heavens, any n ote 
tiian right or left here. Hence it follows, that wc are 
as much Antipodes to thoil* Ixlow us, as tlvy again arc 
to us, and that the weight j f  the F-'rth Itans or, bears 
as much one way as t'other. No.'. ';i» evident to any 
who will but put foith hisH.it.v.s, > r ■ cheve his Eyes, 
tJiat there’s nothing, or no I'alid Body a-ovc Ir, for the
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Earth to reftcpon, nor is there any more below it ; which 
two Points or Pojitiens for diAinftions fake we conceive: 
It moves round itfion its o'tvn Cmttr  ̂ as ail the reft of the 
Planets upon theirs, according to tliat fort and regular 
Order wherein they were firfl difpofed by elieir All-wife 
Maltcr.

(^uett. 7. inn-bjf Ti<in"trof thtTear htgun tht Wofld 
t,T, rchtthtr (h Spyinĝ  Sit̂ nmir̂  Autumn, orwinttr?

Anfw. We wonder any Ingenious Men Oiould have 
tfcubkd thcirtldves about this Qudiioo, »hea its as 
plain as different Climates can make it, that it begun in 
tUj^oar ^usrtcrs T'igtihn, as it ftill continueSj-if- being 
Springtime in one place when’ris Summer in another, 
Autumn in a ciiird, and Wiorcr in the iaA. Nay even 
111 England, and at hide more than a hundred Miles di- 
ftance, wc fteciic HaxveA is two Months Inter than here 
about London.

^jc{\,8. UPbtyt.isfi’re P'/rfons efinm that called n 
Likkct luei^ and fortunate to thtir Families, others dead- 
If and i>m.no:u : (.^ucry, i '̂httbir thtrt is any Rtafen jor 
l i t h i r ?

A'.fv, Mu*.h a!dK, for if there were, the would 
certainly be aha very lucky, or elfe very unlucky fort of 
People; But they .every day hear thoufandsof tijera ma* 
king Melody, and yet neither fear the Pillory, nor hope 
to fine for Aldirmsn ; and if  fo many of them fignific 
nothiog, 'tts uuoccouotable thac ont alone Aould do fo.

Queft. 9 Ĥ yethir it is bettir to left the <'igbt or Heâ tingi
Anfw. Seeing is the more pleafanr. Hearing the more 

igejnl Since. Without bearing, if bora deaf, or fo from 
Iflfkccy, its not eafie to conceive how any can be tauglit 
lb much as the Principles oj KtUgion, or any ufeful Know­
ledge, both wliith are commonly enough found to great 
pertedioD in the blind, they being generally Maflcrs of 
vaft Memories, as having none of thofc Objefts which 
fo frequentiv diliraft our Thoughts, by employing our 
Eyes. Not bur that there have been fome few who ha­
ving been Deej jrom their Nativity, or Infancy, have 
tlrangely,and ahnoft unaccouetably, artaioed to the Koou- 
Icdge of many ufc/ul Truths, and uuderftanding what is 
fitd, by obferving the Motion of the Speakers Ups, nay 
fbmetisnes only by fuUng thtm fpiai ,̂ or laying their 
lunds on their Mouths while they do i t ; wliaeof fee 
a remarkable Story in the Reverend Bifliopof Sarum’s 
LctteiB, Art. 4 ft. 248.

(^ueA. 10. M'hinct proceeds the Speech and Voict, and 
that no two Facts art exact aliî t ?

Anfw. Thcle arc abfolutely different .Slneslions, and as 
foch we flnll give ’em diftinft Anfwcrs: For the firft, 
Whence proceeds the Speech and Poke of Man f  We anfwer, 
thc\ proceed primarily and radically from Reafon, which 
iJ the Foundation and Principle of Speech, which Speeds 
is aneffential property of Man,flowing necefTarily and im- 
mediately frofn ius Rcafon, and as fuch, incomiminicable 
tc any other Creature. But ialfrumcnraily the Speech 
proceeds from thofc Organs by which its formd and 
lirouglu forth to tlic hearing, the prineiiul whereof the 
Tnxgxt, tl-A not without the alliAance of the Palate, the 
Lips, the 7eeth, and odier parts, concerning which, confult 
either the Anatomifts or Grammarians.

Forthcfecond Queflion, How it comes to pafs that 
no two facts are txicHy ali^t ? we qiieftion the Truth of 
the Suppofuinn, very Autlicntick Inftances having been 
given us in Hiliory to the contrary, at Icaft of thofc who 
have been fo cxtrcanily alike, that even their own Sifitrs, 
Mothers, nay Wives, han’t been able to difeern one from 
another : But raking the (^ueAion with a grain of alloW’  
ance, and granting that few Faces arc thus refcmbling one 
another, tl«c Rcafon whereof we conceive to be the aJ- 
njofl inpnitt variety of the Parents Dishojition one for ano­
ther, nay, from tben^elves at their different times, the 
diverfity of their Food, their Fancy, Sicknefs, Health, 
Motion, Pofiurc, and a thoufand other intervening Cir- 
tiimffances o f the like Nature.

Qiicft. I I .  Why fome Men are naturally more Confident 
than others ?

Aniw. Confident :s near a-kio to courage, only one 
relates principally to Friends, as the other to our Ene­
mies. Now as Courage is fometimes natural, fo is confi­
dence roo, th6 both arc much more frequently acqui­
red : When Natural, it depends upon the particular

Frame or Crafts of the Body, fome having more Blood 
or Spirits than others: Eat for the moA part this afiu- 
ranec is the Effeft of Converfe and Education, as every 
days Experience informs us.

Queft. 12 . Whether Saturn be Noah, and what h rnur.t 
by tbi Golden Â grs ?

Anfw. We have formerly had fome occafion totlifcourfe 
on the old FaWrre/ Heathens, as corrupted from the Hi- 
Aory of Molts, or Tratlition of their Fathers, which may 
give fome Light into tliis Qucflion. We furtlier fay, that 
the Notices d.ey had of thefe Ancient Stories being (0 
dark and confufed, they oftentimes blend ftvcral of thcin 
in one, where they found any manner of likencfs be- 
tu/ ên 'em. Thus out of tlic Tradition or Story of tlie 
Rebellion and DtfeSlion of the Angels, the wicked Gyants 
before the Flood, ;md Nimrod and his Followers after­
ward who built ihp Towcj of babel, diey have jumbled 
together tlieir Story of the Gyauts Wars, and their at­
tempts to fcale Heaven, ^c. So here, in clieir Bacchus, ft- 
nus, aad Saturn, we may plainly enough difeern the Me­
mory of Saturn ii faidtobedie Father of
the Gods, and that his Son Jupiter married his SiAer: 
Adam was the Father of Men, and Ids Children could not 
chufc but thus incermarry. Saturn is faid to have divided 
the World between his three S<^8; Noah had thne Sous, 
and according to the Names of Isis Sfins was the Lai to di­
vided. Jupiter Hammon or chammon was tlie Son of Si- 
turn, as Ham or Cham one of the Sons of- Xeaht very pro­
bably worfhipp’d by his PoAcrity in Lybia, as Belus in Ba­
bylon by his. Jantes yet appears more clearly to have 
the FoocAcps of Noah in his HiAory --— Noah five two 
Worlds, James firA planted Italy, is deferibed, B^rm, 
hoking b^kward and forward into both Ages. Sods 
planted a Vine, Janus did fo too* firA iff Italy, as thek 
Stories tdl us: Nay, Jain, as Sir Walter Rawltigb allb 
tells us, fignifie* in the Hebrew, Wine: Noah firA built 
Altars and Sacrificed, fo fays PiH:.r, did Janus. And lall- 
ly, why mayn’t the CuAom of JanHs his Ihutting tlic 
Gates, orhis PrklUfimtting’emforhim, in fignificatioo 
of Peace, rclatecithcr to A’eafo Aiuuing ti«  Ark, or to 
itie Corenanc of Peace made with him when the FIomI 
was over.

For the Golden Agê  the Heathens here to fcem »  
confound the time before the Flood, and Fall of Maoi 
And for thofc who would fee a fine Defeription on’t, kt 
them confult Ovid, or Mr. Burnet'  ̂moA ingenious Theory 
of the Earth, which affords 00c much finer.

•QucA. f L i t  lajufikt topay Counterfeit Money when I 
it to be fuch ?

• 4 >tfw. tf it be mercy upon the Goldfmishs! nay all the 
Trades in UndonWiif liave need 05’c. For thofe who b»f 
foch Monpy on purpofc fo pgc it away, there’s hardly aof 
will endeavour to cKcufo ’em : Nor feems that Perfon .mica 
Irfsgulky, whoin afmall Parcel of Money will put-ol 
fuch as is before meurion’d, to fuch as i f  it fhould lie up* 
on theii Hands, are ill able to bear it. But nhea iiisun* 
advifcdly taken, wlico chofo who have it cannot well beat 
tbilofsotft, andean put it off to thofc who can, nav ftiii 
pafs it further, we tlank die cafe is very much alcerea. Be- 
fidos tnis, the frequcQPjf of fuoh Money makes it moK 
difficult to avoid the f^cciviag it, and indeed, if  we cake 
things fairly, Clift M'uey is Bad Monty, fince it wants of 
its real weight. Eoc Qiould we not pafs due away, tbcic 
would now be lurdly any Trading: Nor is every Man In a 
Capacity to follow the Example of a Ute famous Lawyer, 
who vt^en ever he received lU Money, Uid ft  in a heap 
togedicr, and w ouI4^vcf fuffer it CO pafs ony further

S W S s e r t ir e m e n t i

63* ji^N our next Mereury will be anfwer’d three
^  -weighty Queftiom, vi\. . . .
Quefl. I . what an Habit is, whether to b.t oetreome, and 

what are the Methods in order to il I 
<^ucA. 2, What are the true Pounds of Honouras to Fifflt 

and Seconds in Dueling I and bow far may a Rerfen of Hf 
Hour rtfufe a Challenge f

QucA. 3. Whrtibrr thr Iflfr Orders for fieppriffing of F ft  
phantntfs and Debauchery ir ii^e to he tffeflual ? and whit 
art thtbefi Methods to detefl the haunts and praHkes of 
thofe lewd women called Night-walkers.
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