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Queft. I. Caufe o f the Rain-V V bow f —' I f  it proceeds from 
4 natural Grofittd, then it wm before the flo o d : 
j^nd why cannot Ajirologers as well affipn the pre- 
fife time of its appearing, as o f Eclipfes ?

Anfw. ’Tis only a Reflexion o f the Sun from 
a watery Cloud, conveniently feituatedfor our Ho~ 
rizj)n: For we don’t at all queftion, but that 
diere may be thoufands of Rain-bows undif- 
cernable to us, being only properly placed in 
fuch or fuch a Longitude, according to the 
Poficion of the Cloud. There is one thing 
perhaps newly remarkable. That The Sun is 
always diametrically oppopte to the Rain-how ;
and the Centre of the Sun, and of the Rain­
bow are in an equal heighth above the Ho­
rizon : So that if the Sun be a great heighth, 
you feealmoft zv}\\o\t Circular Rain-bow, if it 
be Setting, you fee but a little Segment of the 
Rain bow’s Circumference.—  Aftrologers 
know the Eclipfes of the Sun and Moon, 
becaufe they have their Regular Motion; 
but there’s no Regularity in (finds, nor (con- 
fequently) in the Policion of Clouds, and 
therefore no certain Knowledge when they 
will liappen.—  Upon the Coafts of China, 
near Pipli, Dehli, & c. are feen Rain-bows 
from the Reflexion of the Moon.—  W e  
believe W’ith the Qnerijl, that they were before 
the Flood, but were not made ufe of as a To­
ken of the Covenant, that the World fhould 
not again be deltroyed with Water? as Ba- 
ptifm w’as made ufe of amongft ihe in 
prolelyting the Gentiles to their Religion 5 
though it was not made a Badge o f the Cove  ̂
nant o f G race, until our Saviour’s Time. Some 
have obferved, that the two chief Colours 
in the Rain-bow, to wit. Blue and Red, fit­
ly refemble the double Deftrudfion o f the 
World '7 to wit, the firfl by Water, the laft 
by Fire. As to that which fome call the 
iVatergad, or the Mock-Ri^in^how, that is only 
the Reflexion of the Rays of the firfl Bow 
Upon z neighbouring Cloud-, whence the Co­
lours of fuch fecondary Bow are not fo live­
ly as thofe of the firfl, but are revers’d, the 
Yellow being the loweft, the Green always 
middlemoft, and the Red uppermoft ; for fo, 
by the reafon of Catoptricks, we fee, that the 
Species reflected have a different Situation 
from the Body which produces them, (things 
on the Right Hand appearing on the Left, 
and contrarily ?) and fo Images in the Concave 
of a bright Spoon, or the Shadows of Bodies 
which pafs along the Streets, entring by a 
frnall Hole, into a dark Chamber, are re­
vers’d.

Qyeft. 2. A  friend o f mine came from Hor- 
fey-down in Southwark, to Fenchurch-ftreet, 
in his Sleep, at Aiid night: He fwore tome, that 
he never awaked tiH he came into Fenchurch- 
ftreet, where a Dray-man againfi him, and

fo awaked him. H e had alfo put on his Cloaths 
himfelf, not knowing that alfo. Pray, Can this 
be a Truth? A ndiffo^ The Reafon o f it.

Anfw. Some Perfons have been of Opi­
nion, tliat this flrange fort of Sleep-walking 
cannot be attributed to any thing but to fome 
Spirit, good or had% whether fuch as they call 
Aerial Hobgoblins, or others, which inlinua- 
ting into the Body, as into a Ship whofe Pi­
lot is alleep, govern and guide it at pleafure, 
and, as a thing abandon’d to the f i r f  Occupant, 
carry it where they lift, and theo return it to 
its former place. To ftrengthen whichOpi- 
nion,̂  they bring the Inftance of the Man 
mentioned by Levinus Lemnius, wlio walk’d 
with his Feet againfl the Rafters, and his 
Head downward, in his Sleep 5 the Oufe of 
which cannot with likelihood be attributed 
to our Spirits, how light and Aerial foever 
they be. But this Opinion is a little too Brain­
ed and foreign, fince we may, without great 
fearching, find a natural one nearer home, 
viz.. The Imagination receives the Impreffion 
of ObjeCb in a very great degree; to that 
they are conflrain’d to move, and go towards 
the things reprefented, and wake not altho* 
theyfwim over Rivers, ^of which, I know 
one Inftance,) by reafon of the great quantity 
of thick and glutinous Vapours that fieze the 
Brain, obftrudting its Out-lets, as the Smoak 
of Tobacco is fomecimes kept in our Bodies 
for a Day or two: And this may be help’d 
on by a great quantity of fubtile Spirits quick- 
nefs of Wit, a Habit and Cuftom of doing fome 
Adtion : As the Poftilion, who fadled, bridled, 
and rid his Horfe afleep j and after fome Careers, 
brought him back again to his Stable. Extraor­
dinary Motions may as well be referr'd to 
Dreams, as any other Motions which are 
made in Sleep, confidering that they coma 
from̂  die lame Caufe, are made by the fame 
Organs, and differ not but in degree, the one 
being made by a bare Reprefentarion o f the Spe­
cies, and the other by a itrong Imprelfion.—• 
So that to me it appears no more Wonder for
a M an to rife cut o f his Bed, walk,, get upon the 
Ridge of a Houfe, climb a Tree, and do Other 
like things without Waking, than it is to fee 
another Dreamer to fpeak in his Sleep, laugh, 
cry, fiir  his Arms and Legs-, both of them be­
ing led thereunto by tlie liime Means.

Queft. 3. I f  a Jingle Man be in debt, and has 
an Employment that will maintain him in an or­
dinary way, and have not the Gift o f Continen- 
cy, though free from Actual Commijfion-, Whe­
ther is it not his Duty to Murry ? A nd i f  it be, 
Why is it not his Duty to ufe Means, provided it 
be without palpable Lyes, to obtain a Wife that is 
able to relie ve his Necefjlttes, and not dijcover his 
Circumfiancestill after Marriage, rather than to 
takp one with nothing, to expofe both to a L ife  o f 
Hccejfitks and Dangers-, eonfidering alfo, that
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that m am  he is not likely to he capable of dif- 
charging a good Confcience) ashedejiresy in pay- 
ing every Man his oxon,

uinfv. Our Opinion is, that he ought not 
to hide any thing from her that Hie enquires af­
ter in that nature. The World looks upon it 
to be a Cheaty to expofe any thing to fale, and 
conceal the Faults; and this Cafe is not very 
different. Nay, though Ihe is not inquifitive 
at all, he ought to declare it, to avoid future 
JPlagues and Uneafineffes 5 for if Ihe be a p^od 
h'omany Jhe cannot like him worfe for fuch a Free- 
domy but look upon’t as an Argument of his 
.Kindnefs. But he muft chufe his time, and 
take the foftefi Minute for fitch a Task .* Since­
rity and Truth are pleafing to God and Marty and 
neverfailof Efteemj when little Tricks and 
Circumventions are unmask’d in a little time, 
to the difgrace and infamy of their Authors. 
The wife Men of the World read you a con­
trary Ledture, but perhaps tlieir Scholars 
may be found more unhappy in pradice 
than you.

Queft. 4. A  Minijier that I  knoWy as often as 
he reads the CoUeB for all Conditions of Men. 
& c, comingtothefeWordsy Efpeciallythofe for 
whom our Prayers are defired, he alters with 
this Addition, For whom our Prayers are or 
have been defired:—  Query whether in fo doing 
he is not a Jefuity and prays for the Dead ? Or 
whether he thinks the Litany defeUive ?

Anfw. ’Tis CO be hoped’tis neither, though 
the beft that can be made onk is, an inconfi- 
derate Z e a l : ’Tis an Infringement upon the 
Obligations of his Ordination, not to follow 
the very Words, without any Alteration, tho’ 
it could be luppofed to be for the better; his 
Z eal is not bounded in the Words o f the Common 
Frayer, which is certainly the moft decent, 
full, uniform Method that can be laid down 
by Men. I knew one that receiv’d a fevere 
Reprimand for ading beyond his Limits, and 
the Orders of the Canon , by fuch another 
Alteration, viz., in the Deprecation againft 
flasHeyFamine andFeUikneefit continually ad­
ded Plague, Famine, Fire and Peftilence  ̂
which is much more rational than this Paflage 
of the Proponent’s 5 for that is really an In- 
confideratenefs, even to Jefaitifmy and will be 
found a praying for the Dead, asalfo for Reco­
very, ere. to Perfons that are well, and have 
more need to return Praifes-, befides the 
Scandal it may bring upon our Communion 
among the DilTenters*

Queft. 5. What is the reafon of the Antipathy 
betwixt a Spider and a Toad f  A nd whether thofe 
Relations are true about the Fighting o f a Spider 
and a Toad, and the Toad having the iiorPt ont, 
till relieved bv biting of a Plantane-leaff

Anfw. I have met with two verbal Rela­
tions from Perfons that had no Intereft in 
telHog Lyes, and by w’hat I knew of them, 
were honeft and credible •, to wic, That they 
faw a Spider defcend down a Wall, to a place 
where a Toad lay, and perceiv’d the Spider 
couch the Toad, and retire 5 whereupon the 
Toad immediately fwell’d very big , and 
leap’d fo a Plantane, biting a bit of it, and 
Iier Swelling abated again j whereupon Ihe

retufnM to the place where ftie wts before, 
and was a^ain affaulted by the Spider, with 
the fame Effaft and Remedy, till upon the 
third time the Relator pluck’d up the PUn- 
taneAtdf, which the Toad wanting, burft, 
and died immediately*, the other made not 
the Removal, but the Spider went her Way. 
But this could not be a common fort of Sj:*- 
der, from the Experiment that the ingenious 
Dr. Bro'^n made, viz.. He put a Toad into a 
Clafs With feveral Riders, which run over 
his Head, and all his Body 5 and he taking 
his Advantage as they run by his Mouth, did 
[wallow [even o f them in a little time, withouf 
any hurt at all. See pag. 201. of Browns Vul­
gar Errours,

Queft. 6. I  knew a young Man that often 
found Money, but it was obferved that always 
fome ill Accident followed it immediately; as 
the Breaking o f a Leg, an Arm, or fome  ̂
thing elfe that was afflilHng. Query your Opi­
nion of it ?

Anfw. Perhaps the Money enabled him to 
take ill Courfes, which were liable to fuch 
Dangers,as Drunk^nnefsy&c. If not,we fee no 
reafon at all for afinding of Money to be the 
Caufe of any fuch Misfortunes 5 but rather 
that thofe Misfortunes would have happen’d, 
whether the Money had been found or no,

Queft. 7, Why are Eunuchs never affixed  
with the Gout ?

Anfw. There is not one Eunuch in a MiU 
lion o f Men, and if one Eunuch of a Thou- 
landbe Gouty, (as’tis reafonably fuppofed 
fuch an Inftance may be found amongft 
thofe Luxurious Ones in Turkey, J  kis near 
proportionable, and perhaps as much as falls 
to their Share. So that the Paucity of their 
Number feems rather to anfwer the Que- 
ftion, than any Reafon that can be brought 
to prove why it never happens.

Queft. 8. I  hanged a Cat lately in my Gar­
den, full o f Kittens 5 and when Jhe was dying, 
the Kittens cryed within her: 1 demand where 
they had A ir  to make the Sound ?

Anfw. Within the Caps Bowels^ for no­
thing has lefs Air in it for being dead, on­
ly the Lungs are idle, and keep it not in 
motion.

Queft. 9- I  have been fure to one three Tears, 
and now am fure to another : Pray tell me which 
of thefe I have moft Right to?

Anfw. — You mean, Who has mon- Right 
to me ? And then your Anfwer had been̂  
— He whofe you were firfi, for afterwards you 
were out of your own difpofing j and all fub- 
fequent Grants are like fecond Deeds of Gift, 
which fignifie nothing at all.

Queft. 10, Whether it be a Sin to deceive the 
Deceiver f

Anfw. Yes ■■ For although Circumftances 
may make an Adion more or lels finful, yet 
they change not the nature of Sin 5 for De­
ceit is Deceit, though ufed to a Deceiveri 
The Command is pofitive, Let no Man de­
fraud or circumvent bis Brother, &C. There 
is no Limitation or Exception made, VnUfs 
he be a Deceiver,
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