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The Athenian Mercury:.

Queft. ¢, \ ~Hether tU pojfi*le for any
V  V  perfon to die of Conceit ?

“»/m. Fancy is very ftrong in fome per-
ions, efpecially, fuch as are of a Melancholy
Difpofition 5 the Relation of the D ote in
the Reign of K. James the Firfl® who under-
took either to Kill or Cure by Fancy, is no
foreign Anfw’er to the Queftion: The Do-
te bcpgd fome condemned Perfons to
make the tryal, and choofing one araongft
the reft, whofe Conjlitution bethought might
w moft proper to work upon, he preferv'd
him till the laft, ferting the reft, one after a-
nother, up to the Chin in warm W ater, af-
terwards breath’daVein, and let them bleed
K) death; ufing to thofc that flood by fuch
Remarks as, nowfuch and fuch dns are ex-
haujied, now fo fo, till they expir'd; and
corning to the laft perfon, he was accordingly
flript, and placed like the reft,hen the Do-
t e madea/4/yc Orifice that would not bleed,
Dhng the fame Remarks of liim, to the By-
ftandcrs, as he did of the reft; and when
he was going to make the Ufi Remark, lie
made for the reft, the Perfon Swouned away
and dyed witliout lofs of Blood, purely by
Fancy.

Queft. 2. Jre unea/ie, painfuf andmreafo-
nahlf thoughts which inceffantly fiart up in the
Mind at Devotion™ Bufinefs® or Divertifement,
the natural efeSis cfa Melancholy Habit or Con-
fiitHtion, or the SuggeJHons of the Wicked Spirit®
or what elfe— And if fo, how fhall a perfon
that hath a long time lain under this fad and
heavy preffure, he refiored to a Sedatenefs and
fAivacity of thoughts, toa clear Judgment, and
un undifiurb'd Imagination ?

Anfw. W e are ftrangers to the Querifts
Dfe and ABions, and therefore cannot he
pmtive in theCaufe of fuchan unhappinefs,
hut let the Caufe be what it will, there's a
certain Remedy, a particular Repentance of
what 1)6knows he is guilty of, and a general
Ne for his forgot Impieties. No Counfel,
Advife, Enjoyment, or Preferment what-
c™er, in this World, are comparable to the
RMafures refulting from Penitence anda Holy
fe-, this c~ms and makes all eape ; let the di-
nprbance proceed from what O ufc foever,

hs lafting. and not to be pall’'d when the plea-
quickly over, and leave a
flifiatisfadfion behind 'em-

Queft. 5. Hhat are we to ehink.of the Man-
drake, whether hUhtious ? Or if real, whether
«« ordinary Virtues afcribed toit, are to be cre-
dited”™

Anfw. To the former part of theQpefti-
on, about we anfwer, That
mere have been counterfeited ones, and may
he yet. An Italian Mountebank (as Mathio-

relates) made of '’em out of the Root of
~eony, or of a great Reed in the Jhape ofa

Man, znd flicking Milletor Flax Seed where
Hair mould grow, bury’'d the fame for twen-
ty days, atthe end whereof, fine fmall threds
appeard in thofe places, and zSkin overall
the refi, which reprefentcd and pajfed for a
true Mandrake: Blit that there are real ones,’
we our felves are certain, having feen and
examined em with great Curiojity— The
word probably may be derived from Man-
dragen the German Apellacion, Man fignify-*
mg in that language the fame with ours, and
Dragen to bear or carry, or fomeching chat
refeinbles the Humane Nature. Pythagoras
calls it,an Anthropomorphite-pUntyWIi*yQheGn-
deavours to prove his Metempfyehofis, becaufc
tis related, that they have been fometimes
found where dead People have been Gibbeted-,
but we may let Pythagoras alone in Ravings,
who taught the fame of Beans, and had them
in fuch Reverence, that he fuffered himfdf
to be killed in a Field of Beans rather than
run the hazard oi trampling upon fome of liis
Friends, whofe Soul might be got intofuch and
fuch a Bean 5 not but at the fame time we al-
low, that the Juice of Humane Bodies may
Mprodu(ftive of feme particular Weeds,
nnce of the llriae of a Dog is produced the
Herb Orrach, and as fome fay, the Seed of
Stags producesthe Mulherooms, called Bokti
Certnni. Thepe are feveral kinds o fMandrakes,
one is called Mandragoras, or the white Man-'
drake, whichisprodudiiveofSleep; chcother,
Mandragoras Niger, the Female i thefe two
nave Leaves broad and long as a Z.t?r/«rf,fome-
thing (hining, and bear Apples about as big'
zsLemmon-, 'tisprobable Leah/?i>f*Rachel
with one of thefe to fteep with Jacob. Tlie third
lort is called Morion, or Mandrake of Thto.
phrafius higher Stalk, leffer Leaves, and

2 Fruit not bigger thanaLemmonT hey
are all Somniferous according to
Naturalifts. Columella fpeaking of the Soil
where they grow, fays,

Namvis femiho.ninis vefano gramine fata
Mandragora pariat fiores-------- -
There’s many vain idle Stories reported of
em, as when they are taken out of the
Ground, they emit fuch a skreech, that the
Dog which finds “emout dies immediately : O-
thers fay, that tlie Root cannot be found ex-
CCOt a little before tlie rifwg of the Pleiades,
which IS about iththtgimmgo” September 1
others, that by the help of them. Thieves
Houfes, Of

Uiildren from their Mothers Breaft, thofe
tnat behold them being unable to defend
menirelves, becaufethat Plant ftupihes their
Hand; Some, that'tisapply’d withgreatEf-
redt in Philtres and amorous Potions:*Read
Henry Bouquet, and Levinm Lemnias, the on-
ly certain Vertue that they have, is opia-
tifm, and tliat they provoke Sleep.

Qyeft.



Quicft. 4. N
Ektim, ] Nt c
Anftv ’Tis to be fiippofcd, that a turn of
the Fate of Chriftendom, which yet de-
pending, has made fuch an extraordinary cie-
hv inthe late Conclave, for they ought not
to exceed thirty days in choofing a new Pope,
this delay only excepted, the manner is as
follows, MeyL Cofm p.ltz 113.) In the
Popes Palace, on the Hill Phatican are, &
mongft ocher Buildings, five Halls, two
Chappels, and a Gallery feventy foot long :
the Gallery is appointed for Conference, one
Chappel for the Mafs and for the Eleciion,the
o otlier with the Halls are for the Cardinals
Lodgings: every Hall hath two rows of
Chambers, whi.h are purpofely for the time,
made of green or Violet Cloth. To each
Cardinal is allowed four Servants to lie in
his Chamber. They that are once within
are compelled, unlefs they be Tick, fiill to
continue there ~and fuch as are once out, are
Nno more permitted to go in, left by that
means the Cardinals fhould maintain Intelli-
gence with any foreign Princes. To this
Conclave (for by this name the place of the
Eledtion is called) is but one door, to which
belongeth four Locks and as many Keys'-
one Key is in the keeping of the c ardinais,
one ot the Cicy-Bithops, one of the Poman
Nobility, and one of the Mafler of the Ce-
remonies. There is in this Door a Wicket
or Hatch, which is opened only at Dinners
and Suppers, whereof the M ate of the Ce-
remonies keepeth the Key. At this Hole the
Cardinals Servants receive their Meat, every
D i~ being Hrft diligently fearched, left any
Letters ftould be conveyed inthem As for
the Lodgings, they have neither holes nor
windows to give light, fo that there they
make day of Wax candles. And left the
Pope Ihould be made by force, both theCi-
ty and Conclave are Itrongly guarded. When
the Cardinals are going to Election, the Pri-
viledgesof the Carcinals are recited, which
every one fweareth to obferve, in cafe he be
chofen Pope. 1 henthe Mafter of the Cere-
monies ringing a Beil, calleth them to
Mats: which ended, there is brought to e-
very Cardinal a Chair, and therein a Scroll
of all tlie Cardinals names. Before the Al-
tar it felf is fet a Table covered with a Pur-
ple Cloth whereupon is feea Chalice and a
Silver Bell, and about it fix Stools, onwhich
fit two Cardinal-Bilhops, two Cardinal-
Priefis, and two Cardinal-Deacons. Every
Cardinal writeth his Voice in a piece of Pa-
per, goeth to the Altar, prayech God to
guide him in theEledion, puttethhis Voice
into the Chalice, and departeth to his Sear.
The firrt Bifhop taktth out all the Papers,
and delivereth them to the firft Deacon,
who unfoldeth each of them, readeth (with-
out mentioning the name of the Eledor)
the name of the Eleded 5 and every Cardinal
In lus particular Scroll noteth how many
Voices every one hath. The Account being
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made, the firft Prleft having the like Scroll,
pronounceth who hath molt Voices: which
done, the Prieft ringeth a Silver Bell, at
which .call the,Malter of the '-eremonies
bringeth in a Pan of - oals, and burneth all
the little Papers, wherein the names of the
Eleded were written. He that hath the
moft Voices (fo that his Voices exceed the
proportion of two parts ot three) is ac-
knowledged Pope, and adored by the rdtof
the Cardinals: but if they exceed not this
number, they muft begin all anew. If in
the fpace of thirty days the Eledtion be not
fully ended, then muft the Cardinals be kept
from Fire, Light, and Viduals till they arc
fully agreed. The Wicket which we before
mentioned, is called the golucn Gate, at
which Itand an infinite number ot poor peo-
ple, on whom the new Pope having opened
that Gate, beftoweth his fatherly Benedicti-
on, and remitteth to them all their Sins. | hen
ftnketh he continually on the lame Door
with a golden Mallet, which whilit he is do-
ing Workmen without break it open. The
Chips, 'tones, Duft, and Dirt, which fall
from the Gate, while it is opening, are ga-
thered and preferved as choicelt Kehques,
and the golden Mallet is ulually given to chat
Cardinal who is imnoft Grace with the new.
Pope.

Queft. 5. a Mtm is Marrying, and
fays, with this Ring | thee wed, why does he alfo
fay, with my Body | thee worlhip, and
witij all my worldly Qods | thee endow, when
as foon as they are married, he becomes the
Head, and what wa™ hers is hie, and not his
hers ?

jinfw. 'Tis a miftake, his worldly Goods
are as much hers after the Marriage, as her
own were before Marriage, and 'tis no more
on his part, only Marriage makes this diffe-
rence, whereas before they might each dif-
pofe of their own without rendring any ac-
count to each other, now in fustics they
are obliged to each other to difpofe, &c. by
a joynt confent, for they being one, their
Wills ought to be fo too, not but at the fame
time they have power to aflign over fuch
ftri(finefs,and to reft fatisfy’d with each others
managements in all trifling concernsj nay,
the greateft, when there’sreafon for'tj and as
for becoming theHead it may very well agree
with his Promife of Worlhip. Worlhip had
anciently a larger fignification than it now
commonly has, and figuified any high reipeeft
paid or due to God or Man. Thus in the
Hiftory of David, and the Peoples offering
for the Temple, 1 Chron. 2p. 20. after the
Solemnity was over, 'tis faid of the People—
They worjhip the Lord and the King. To
this day we ufe the Title of your Worlhip
and RightWorfhipful i and in a Sence not u+
like, 'tis taken in the Form of Matrimony,
being equivalent to a Promife of great care
and high RefpeB, which the Bridegroom pro-
mifes his Bride, whom he is to regard and
cherifh as his own Fiefs.
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