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The Athenian Mercury.
Queft. I. T  Ha.vt feenyour Refolution about the 

I  Cafe of the RationalSouCs Infufon, 
hut jhatt be much dif-fatisfied about it, till I  re- 
ceive your Anfwer to the foBovoifig ^^ueries.^ 
( Q l .)  Whe* ĥer when God created Man in the 
State o f Innocency, he gave him power by bis ge­
neral Blejjing cUSe fruitful, ans multiply) to 
gtnerate his whole Kind, that is to fay, a Rea- 
fonable Creature j which he cannot be fa id  to 
do, if he had power only to beget a Body, with no 
more than an Animal Soul f  ff^hence is the Man, 
i f  the Rational Habit be wanting y or in his Ge­
neration, wherein doth he differ from a Bruit ? 
r Q : 2* How pjaU we underjland that Text, 
Gen. y. 3. That Adam ( after his Apofiacy) be­
gat a Son in his own Likeneis, and hislmaj>e? 
J f  it be not of his whole Nature, viz. acowpleat 
Mancorrupted, and this from Infancy, before the 
Members or Fatuities of 'he Body could aEiually 
exercife any Operations to (in; which feems ftrong- 
ly to militate againFl your Opinion, that the in- 
fiifed Soul receives Taint from the Senfes o f the 
Body? (Q:, Whether, in contradilhon to 
this Opinion, doth not our Saviour exprejly tell 
tu that Nothing coming out of the Mouth 
(and confequently from the other Bodily Facul­
ties) the Man, but that whU h proceeds
out of the Heart, as the firSl Principle ? This 
therefore being an undeniable Truth from ChriPfs 
own Words, (conneEled with what is aforefaid of 
Adam*i corrupted Jjfue in very Infancy,) how 
comes Man to be fo corrupted, ( as fa d  Experience 
teSs MS,) i f  the Soul o f Man be infufed by the ho­
ly God, out o f whof Hand nothing unclean pro­
ceeds? fQ .4 .^  Whether doth not this Opinion 
of the Soufs Infufon contradid: that Scripture, 
where fa id  That after the Sixth Day, God 
ceaied from all his Works that he had made?
(That is to fay, o f Creation.) For i f  Souls are 
infufed, out of the way of common Generation, in­
to all that are born into the World, then a conti­
nued Creation of spiritualSubBances out o f Non- 
pre-exiflent Matter muft ntceffarily be fuppofed 5 
and by confequence, it will be a puziing Confide- 
rarton̂  how Adam s Guilt (hould become ours, 
comparing one thing with another, notwithftand- 
ing lam  not of Opinion that the Soul is mortal, 
which is the great Stumbling-block in the way of 
tts Generative ProduBion,

Anfw. The firft Queftion fuppofeth Man 
to get the whole Man, Body, Soul and Spirit; 
or dfe that his Generation differs not from 
Brutes. To which we anfwer, That which 
comes immediately from God, is not begot 
oy Man •, but the Soul or Spirit comes imme- 
oiately from God, therefore it is not begot 
oy Man : The Major Propofition is indifpuca- 
bJe, the Minor is proved from this Text, Ec- 
^Itf 1 2 .7 .  ThenfhaR tĥ  Duft return tothe Earth 
as it was, and the Spirit to ^od that gave it. As 
3‘fo from that, Cen 2.7. He breathed into his 
^oftrils the Breath o f Life^ and he became a liv­

ing Soul: Which is full enough. And at the 
fame time the preceding part of the Verfe 
(hews, that the Body of Man was made be­
fore his Soul. As to the Parity of Genera­
tion betwixt Men and Brutes read Ecdef.z- 
1 9. for that which befalleth the Sons of Men 
befallech Beafts, even one thing befalleth 
them: As the one diech, fo dieth the other; 
yea, they have all one Breath : So that a Man 
hath no Pre-eminence above a Bead, for all 
is Vanity. Speaking as all Interpreters con­
clude, about the Animal Life.

Anfwer to the 2d  ^  Which fuppofeth that 
this Text, Adam begat a Son in his own Likp- 
nefs intimates that Adam  begat Body and 
Soul 5 and if fo, the Senfes could not taint 
the ^ u l  with Sin, or be the Means of At- 
taindure, as has been formerly infinuated.—■ 
To this we anfwer, that we have already pro­
ved that Adam  begat not the Soul; So that 
the Text of '-■ dam’s begetting one in his own 
Likeneft, means, that he begat a Man, not 
a Lyon, Eagle, or Whale. As to that Philo- 
fophicai Maxim of every thing begetting his 
Like, we anfwer Man begat foinething fo 
like a Man, as to diftinguilh him from ocher 
Creatures; and as to the Soul receiving its 
Accaindure from the Body, or by means of 
the Body, we fee no Philofophical Reafbn to 
dif believe i t ; nor do we yet meet with one 
Text, which infers a Neceffitv of the Soul's 
SelffCorruption, or that it was corrupted be­
fore it was joyned to the Body.

Anfw, to the ^d. Which fuppofecfi
that thofe Words of our Saviour, viz.. That 
which cometh out of the Man, defiles a Man 5 as 
Murders, & c. do infer, cliat it is the wicked- 
nefsof the Internal Parts, or the Soul, that 
defiles the Man, and not the Senfes. To 
wliich we anfwer, W e don’t fay that tlie 
&nfes defile the Soul, but that the Soul 
is defiled by means of the Senfes 5 a<;, by 
the Eye it is tempted toLuft &c. So that 
fuch Texts as chefe, We are by Nature the 
children o f Wrath,—* muft be explained by 
fuch as thefe, From whence come Wars and 
Fightings among you ? Come they not hence, even 
of your Lufts that war in your Members?—  
And then we lhall find, die Medium of fuch 
an Unhappinefs always was, and yet is effect­
ed by our Members or Senfes. Confidcr but 
any Sin, and you will find the Original not to 
be in your Soul, but the Senfes, As for In- 
ftance, Murder The Perfon murdered abu- 
fed you, your Ear w-as the firft Receptacle of 
the Affront: Or perhaps a Blow, which the
Senfe of Feeling firft refented, and conveyed the 
Injury tothe Pafjions', which, by a natural Dc- 
fedf through Adames Fi l l ,  docs erroneonfiy re- 
jmefent this yiffror.t to the Vuderfeanding, which 
is the Seat o f the Soul -, and the Soul wills the A(S, as guided the Underftanding. Tis

not
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not foreign to the Q u e f t i o n  to add, that per­
haps it is a little too generally deliver’d, that 
all the Faculties of the Soul and Body are 
corrupted by Adam's Fall: It will be found 
hard to be proved, that it' has efkntially 
weakned any more of us, than is common to 
Beafts 5 that is to fay, our Animal Life, and 
all the conftitutive Faculties and Parts there­
of 5 for our Souls lhall yet live for ever: W e 
can number certainly yet, and make certain 
Demonftrationsin the Mathematicks but we 
are at a lofs when we come to ufe our Senfes, 
t o  l o v e ,  f e a r ,  c b u f e , r c f u f e , & c .  which are com­
mon to Brutes- Adams Fall has brought our 
Bodies into an inevitable State of Mortality, 
and has diforder’d not only his own, but the 
W'hole State and Frame of Nature fo tliat 
when a pure Soul comes to ad in i r r e g u l a r  B o -  
dies, it errs not by itsovvnDefed, but by Ac­
cident, or Relukance; as a good Mufician 
plays ill upon an Inftrument out of Tune-

Anfw. to the Q^ft. That God finiflied 
all his Works upon me Sixth Day.—  W e 
anfwer, that, according to the Schoolŝ  Reft 
isoppofed to Motion, and confequently to 
Labour: And Motion, in refped to Spiritual 
Beings, as God, Angels, Souls, is twofold : 
I .  By Operation of any thing—  2. Byde- 
fignlng fome new A6tion. And hence Reft 
is taken two ways 5 one, by C t j fa t io n  from 
Labour; and the other* by Fulfilling of the 
Defire: after both which Ways, God is (aid 
CO have refted the Seventh Day, becaufe he 
ceafed to make any new Species or Kinds of 
Creatures, that he had not made before, for 
the Souls of Men are no new Creation ; I  
mean, what is difterent from the Summ of 
^ e  Six Days Labour, no more than Lyons, 
Horfes, &c. that he daily makes by the Se­
ries and Chain of Nature, which cannot be 
denied to be his daily Workmanfhip; As alfo 
particular Inftances of unaccountable Deli­
verances or Judgments, which he effeds not 
by the Order of Second Caufes.

Queft. 2. H^hy a Pump may not he made to 
draxv Water an hundred Feet deep as well as 
twenty four, &c ?

Anfrp, There are tm  snore Qt^fHons, which 
came along with the fame Letter, viz,. Who 
was the fir/i that drew Water out o f the Earth 
hya Pwnp.—• And, IFby there may not he an 
Invention <f A ir  to do it, as nsell as continual L a­
bour of Man, Horfe, &c. The firft of thefe 
Queftions deferves an Anfwer, the two laft 
we chink not worth the caking notice of 5 
one of them being a Secret, in it je lf, not worth 
a Mimite s Study, and the Other being too pro­
fitable an Invention to let go out of OUr Hands, 
if we knew it : However, the firft makes a- 
mends, and we are willing to oblige the Gen­
tleman in it; and if he fends again, we defire 
him not to be fo very angry in being not an- 
fwered till his Turn comes again. W e have 
not yet been ajfured o f the Matter of Fa ll, but 
take it for granted, as feeing very plaufible 
Reafons for it-

(l.) Thart IS Z certain intrinfickT'ertMe and 
Pou^Y Elements, whereby tliey do âs
much as the Subject can be paflTive) change 
any part of the ocher Elements into their own

Nature: Thus the A ir  dtawi attd rar^;; 
little Lakes of Water into it fe lf :  Thus Wood, 
Scones, &c. being put into Fire, are over­
come by it, and imbibe its hot Quality. And 
fo of the reft.

(2.) By this Innate Power and Virtue in 
the Elements, each one will ftruggle and fight 
with the other, and the ftronger (as in ocher 
Natural Beings) will always overcome. Thus 
Water and Fire mix’d together, will never 
have fighting, till the Water is evaporated, 
and divides its Nature betwixe  ̂Earth and 
A ir ; or until the Fire is extinguifhed, (that 
is,)_ driven from its proper Aliment, or that
which it feeds upon, as Wood, Coals, Sulphur, 
■̂ c. and its more fnbtile part condens’d into 

Air 5 for it isimpofiible that any thing fhould 
be annihilated, though it may be changed.

From this laft (’tis hoped) we have reafon- 
ably concluded, how a Bottle, ftopfid mth a 
ftrong Corkj, and k t  down fo many Fathoms into 
the Sea, w’as forcibly driven into the Bottle 5 
for that little quantity of Air having gone 
too far in a contrary Element, and finding it 
felf oi^refs’d by the oppofite Power, 
and being beyond a poflibilicy ol fartlier Re­
lief from itsown, began to gather its Strength, 
as all other Natures do, by ContraSHon and U- 
nion, till the general Frame of Nature was for­
ced either to fuffer a Vacuum in the reft of the 
Bottle, or el(e to fend in the Water into it, 
to fupply its place, by driving in the Cork 
to come at it. And this is evident from this 
Experiment: Take two Bottles, one larger 
than other, equally cork’d, and of the like 
wideneft at the Mouth, and you will find 
that the greater quantity of Air will drive 
fartl êr into its Enemies Qparters before it is 
repuls’d, than the lefier. 1  hat EUftkity, thit 
natural buoying quality of the Air cannot af- 
fimilate it (elf to the declining Centre of Gra­
vity':—  From which Reafon, an Aniwer is 
inferr’d to the prefent Queftion, viz. The Ah, 
when it is loofe, and expanded upon the Surface 
of the Earth or Waters, has a great deal 
more powder, than when it is confined within 
the narrow Limits o f a WeU 5 and doubtlefs, 3 
Bottle cork’d, and let down into a very dc^ 
Well, would have the above-mentioned Ef- 
fe<ft many Fathoms Ebber than at the Sea* 
Now there being no Pumping without the Aft- 
fiance of A ir, it cannot reafonably be fuppolcd 
to be aiding fo deep in its Enemy’s Bounds, 
wdicre it has enough to do to defend it felt 
from its Afiault. or that Innate Virtue and 
Power mentioned before, wherewith the 
ocher Elements are alfo furniihed, to con­
quer their oppofite Aggrcflbr, when too 
weak for them.

Queft. 3. Whether, in any Sciences, thePr*' 
£Hck.or Theory is mofi preferable ?

 ̂A n f w .  The Gentleman that lent this Oue- 
ftion pretends a D if - f a t is f a ^ io n ,  from what 
Grounds I know not-—  The End of Think­
ing and Knowing, is A ctio n therefore chefe 
being fubfervient to Adtion, mult necellariiy 
be lels noble. If the Gentleman pleafe to make 
his Objections, or give us the Occafions and 
Ground of his Unquietnefs, we fhall endea­
vour a particular Satisfaction to him

L O i V D O x V ,  P rin ted  fo r J .  Dunton, 16 9 s .
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