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The Athenian Mercury.

Quert. i."HertisiJVagirLud, tnditifrfjfr'd tothiDi-

cifioK of your Society, which we defire asfion
ascan b<i tis this - —  there is no Sralie™out there is fom pre,whe
tkir truthor not?

Anfw~- The Learned have DiftinguUh'd fire into threeS?e-
eus, . Ughty that is fire in its proper matter, 2.FUme,
that is fire m moift Air, 9. Cole, that is fire in a burnt
Stick , or other Dcficcatcd matter i The prtfent SlueMNon
comes under the fccond Head, which we may Refolve in

Anrirmitivey fire and heat (althoughfomc wou'dpuz-
zkthcmfelves, and others with the Diftinflion of resand
ratio) arc but onc” for if heat bean accidentoffire, it may
be feparated from it, without the Deftruftion of the pre-
tended Subftance, fire, but take away heat from fire,
and you take away the very natureof it; for fireis pro-

rly difccmablc but by heat. Now this being prov'd

wouda”the Aflertcr of the Negative, whether there

can beanySmak.y mthoutJfeaty or warmth, whichisa Be-
grecof Heat, he will anfwer yes, or deny his Stnfes, and
that proves what is before affirmed, perhaps he may Ob*
jcft, howcan there be fire in a Swearing Horfc-Dunghil,
orin other Creatures when they Sweat, fo that the Smta”
is very vifible: The Anfwer is, we muft i(new things bytheir
EfeSs j but Smoak is the Effeftof Heat, and Heat is Fire.
We arc not to thinktherecm beno Fire thatis Invifible,
for Fire worksaccording to the Nature of the Subjed it
meets with, and according to the intenfoefs of it's own
Nature, fomc thingsas inflam’'d vS'pirit, &c. are/«d to be
a hotter fort of Fire than otherFire, when there is only
agreat dcalof Fire inalittle Room, which the matter by
IB own Aptitude is Receptive of,the Heat of the Sun ( or
to fpcak properly ) the Fire it difufes to the difiant Objeils of
thiPToTldy as to impregnate Trees, Herbs, &c. to heat
Rocks, Stones, Building™e”™-c. it plainly appears, that this
Communication of Heat is Fire jbecaufc it may grow hotter
and hotter, till it appears Vifible, asis feed by the Efl'cds
ni aBurning-Glafsy the place whichthcConcrafted Rays
fettleupon, isfifftwarm, and heatsby degrees (that is,
grows tobe agreater Fire) till it vifibly appears by its
Effeds, from which Arguments’tis Demonrtr/tive, that
evenwarmth it felf is Fire, Reraifs,or in a very little De-
gree.

Quefl. 2. How may | make a nurber,m e thanore, andlifs
thentwo, withouta FraRm?

Anfw. Tis impoffible according to the plain Stating of
thet”eftion, if there beany Trick or Riddlein’c, we
think fuch FruitUfs Inquiries below the FraRion0(3, Minutes
Scrutiny.

Queft. g. Tou are of Qpinion, N. ii. Vol. Qj_$. that
Heat produces Rain, if fo,whjthtn have we not always more
Rain abundantly in the Sunrer, than in the Uinter?

Anfw, If you pleafetoConfuk that Anfwer again, you
will find chat we never laid down fuch an Aflerrion, there
is certainly a raft difference betwixt AttraRion and Frocrea-

of Showers, notbut that at the fame, we allow Heat
forac little Share in the caufc ot Exhalations, &c. And
though the Tcraperatenefs of our Climate alters the Cafe
muchin refpedof theindits, yet we find thatwc have
the moft Rain about 4" /, when the Sun has got the up-
per hand of thofe Cold Imprcflions, which the Winter
had lodg'din the Bowels of the Earth, by driving’em
putin Vapours and Mi(is, which meeting together, condenfe
into Clouds, till they are too heavy for the Air to buoy up
Mylonger, and fo they difeharge themfelves again upon
die Earthand Waters.

Quefl. JFheth*r Vertae isan harder Jask™ to anill Man |,

Ticetoagood Man?

Anfw. This is aQueftion of a large Extent, if Moral
Vrrtueor Vice b« uudcrftood by the ~eftion, we muft
teturn this Anfwer: Thata'pcrion that is not prcpofTcft by
~Ntjudices and ill habits, can much cafilier comply with
Venue, than Vice. OurRcafonis, that there isno Evil
*u Humane Adions ; bccaufc to Appearance, they are all

and pleafing, otherwife the PVill, the Objeh where-
A it that whichis good and t/ting, wou'd not be inclin'd
ihereto, fiocc good is that which all things defire, and
@ Man can chrofe Evil as an Evil, butas a good, in re-
‘Peft of feme Evil (either Real or Icnagioary) which he

laboured under, thus Francis Spirain his Defperatc State,
defir'd Hell, notas Hell, but asa Rctreai from a

Evil ¢ which he thought he endur’d,to wit, his Confcicncc:
Now all Adions that are Evil, are fo accidentally, by <
Depravation of the Will and Underflanding, which
ofeenrimes choofcat all adventure, without aduelnquifi-
tionintotheNatureof their-Choice. Again, Beings and Sub-
flances are more amiable than Privations are Odious; be-
caufe Love refpeds the things that arc Amiable, when
Averfioncann’t pcfTibly be extended to what knot. Whence
it follows ,that ris a greater trouble todo Evil, inregaid
ignorance of what is not, isnot fo Charming as a Know-
ledge o f Real goodnefs, the defire of which is naturally
Stampeuponour Wills and AfFedions: Thus much topvr-
fons that have Contracted no Habits, butin refped to thofe
thathave, (andindeed, tofuch the lluefimmore particularly
belongs,) we Anfwer, thata General Habitis made upof
all the particulars that conflitute it, and if we defeend to
the firft, we Ihill find a greater Freedom of Mind in
choofing or refufing, than is commonly taught, fo we
fhall fee People naturally mov'd itzSpeRacleof Piety, ge-
rerous to forgive an injury yoon Submiffm, all Admiration and
Reverence toJu (i and Good Min, ufing the Names of Vertue
to cover their Wickednefs, which with many morcfuch
Inftancesof pure Natural Inflind , ftiew Adams fall
has not utterly cxtinguifhr the Power of Virtue i . our Souls.
This is farther evinc’'d by the Great Morality of Lveral
Heathens: And we doubt nor, but that Religion waj a
Trade of prefent Inrercft, and the forthis World,
\vc fhou™d fee a great number of Prt ;l.r- and Zealots,
who now have fee up their end, their Gofi, and Heaven
here;the Rcafonof fomurh AiheifnandDi '-“utionof Man-
ners amongrt us, isthc little FracnceofV-nue and Piety.
But if wemovea ftep higher, and furch above the pow-
erof Moral Vertue, and Na'ural Religion , wefhall find
the Wifeft Men Fools, and lhut our of Heaven, whtn the
mofl Illiterate poor wretches arc chof*n, as if God took
a Pleafurc in Confounding thofe thatare wifein their own
CoDceipts, by Exalting others v\hich fuch People think
not worth their notice. Here indeed we are at a lofs, and
as we admire the Meafures of the Almighties Proceedings ,
which is our Rcafon, fobyour Rcafon, wedare noc
think fit @Judge or Determine any thing in't, further,
than what we have daily Inflances in, tin;. That many thac
have appear'd very good, have Apoftarit®d, and many
that have been very ill Men, have been Kedaim'd, we
hope more of thelafl; but then the Number that have
always lived in ow unchangesble State of Impiety, will over-
ballance the Account, and we fear, give fuch an Anfwer,
as we had rather think of, than mention.

Queft, Suppofe your Society were pat to their Choice, whe-
ther had they rathir i(nowall that is ~nown, or be ignorant of
that. and Itnow all that k yet unknown ?

Anfw. Indeed’tis very Tempting to Recoiled many £9/?
Curiofities, as the miking of Lamps to burn 12 or 1500
Years, and not extinguilh’d but by the letting inof Air
as particularlyinchc Tomb of TuUia Cicero's Daughter at
Padua, the Invention of a perpetual Motion, which anima'-’
ted ArchimedesSphere, anddyed with him, that of Afal®
ItabltGUfs, with its Inventor, who was wretchedly Slain
h'j Tiberius, the melting or making Artificial Stones, liicfi
as the Pillars now in Weflminlitr Abby, and many more Cu-
riofities, which by forre ftrange indiligencc, death or
fomethiog elfe, have cfap’d our knowledge-, as llkcwifc
't would be no urmwelcom Lefon to learn the iVifdomef De-
mons, who by Natural Caul'es, effeft ftrange things, only
fotous, bccaufc we arc ignorant of 'em; But after all,
when So/uott tells us all k Vanity, Pythagoras, that we ~now
nothing, Fjrrho, that Men muft not pretend tol"now them
felves ignorant’, butthatthey mu”bteontentedtodoubtof it,yea,
andtodoubtof theirvtry doubting. Whenwe confiderthefe
things, weare at alofs, and cannot find our felvts, ucleft
we look into the Providences of Heaven, and them alif
tic Learning will teach us to fit down content with his
Difpojatol things, and think our fclvcs very happy in that
we know enough to make us happy ; and what abfolurc
need of more, fo that we had much rather know what is
known, than only know what is yet concealed; Befides
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rilcre’s ftrange Alteratiom in Tongues, Ctnfufons t-f S'a-
mis, and things appearing in new Dreffts, winch have been
iormerly, that makes psthink our Choice much the bet*
ter, efpecially wiienwe confidcr that the Wifcft of Men
has tdd us, that then's nothiig new under the Sun”™ buta Re-
pehtioQ of things o're and oVe agai-.

Queft. 6. [{kethir Fru'tm Diminifkts Love?

Snfw. 'Tis according to il ¢ Nature on't,and theRefolu-
tion is Various according to the (Qualifications, bocli of
the lot'?, andthe Subject Loved. If tie Love Terminates
upon the Senfes, and fixes nor upon the 5oul, ue muft
avtr, that Hmant weaknifs is fom weary, andnatHrallycar-
ryedto a Change™ the Vamiliamfs of it breeds Contenpt.  But
fuch aLove as centers upon Vertue, Mcdcfly, and the
gifts of the Mind, can't be pall’'d and cloy'd t"caufc ’tis
always encreafing , and the Mind always as Active. To
gueftion whether we love fuch a Subjeft, when we polTcfs
it, isto ask whether Lor? Lffrr, what proportion there
is betAixt a Pifture, and the Miftrefs, the fame isfound
betwixt fuch Mijlr™fs, when flie permits her Servant no
Privacy-, andherfelf when flicis Marryed to him i the
Aftions of one being butthc Shadow of the other, which
n difeoveredby FruUitn: We may fay therefore, thsx pj~on
before Enjoyment, is dtfire, hat Pojliltan alone is capable to pro-
dree trie love. Nowtlie Perfeftion of any thing muft be
its Completion, and not Deftruftion ; Fricndlhip ( or to
ufeanothers E~TcffioTi,Grjtiful Frmdthip ) is by Aft cn-
creafed, and we dcubtnot, butif there was occafion,
there might be found many MarrytiPerfons that wou'd not
flick to imitate the Moble Contention of Gracchus and
Cornelia, by choofing to die for one another.

Quicft.7. Several Perfonswi)0.died,and were buryed,very quiet-
ly K.ivi by Revolutionsof State, and fnmttimes byotlur Acci-
dents, been ta’en out of their Craves , abufed, and treated
/gnsminmfly : Qucrc, tvhether the Soul hath any 1"nowledgeof
the ufags the Bidj mats with upon fuch occgjions?

Aopv. To Anfwecr this Queftion, and fomc others of the
fame Nature, we ought to premifethat Man confifts oftwo
parts, a SoulandBody, and that the powers of the Soul, as
ro underfland, will, &e. aftby the Powers of the Body,
which arc theSenr- and P.iflions, and are common to
Brutes, for as ro all Material Objefts, the old Maxim holds
true, t\m tberts nothing in the Intellect which isnot frfihthe
Sencis. Now the Soul knowing and working by the powers
of the Body, asits proper I.flrumcnc, when thefc are ta-
ken aivay ffomic, !cccafcsfucliitsOpcrarion,andirsknow*
ledge ISconfusd, biingonlyPoltmal and Imaginary, as a good
Mufician cou’d play , if he had an Inftrument to play on ,
and if you bid him play without an Inftrument aswell as
he can, he can only tcli you, that he has the power of play-
ing 5 bQtwimsthc mears of putting it into Act, and all that
hecando, isto Imagine, Suppofe, or Rcfleftfrom/brtt?r
Ideas', whicli isonly a confulcd Notion of in Gene-
ral: Thus much toeveryBodiesApprehenfion, butif this
fa 1 into a Philofopi'.crs Hands, | wouM add, that Gererals
au 'nown by Reafon,andParticulars by fenfe, to prove which,
thebeginr.hgof Particularity in Material things, is individual
Matter, hence the Si'ncc aftsdircftly, (/or no more is requir'd
for feeing-, but an immtdiati Vnmbcnvten the Vipvt Power, and
the thing feen) but the Intclicftindircftly by refloxinn, or by
Ahftrafting tlie inteUigibU Species, or phantafm fromfuch Mat-
ter as is Reprejented by the Since; but that which is Abflraftcd
from Individual Matter,]iUiMerii\, asabove, from whence
we conclude, that the S ul feparated from the Body, docs
know all Material things Potentially, asa Mufician docs Mu-
fick, though he plavs net; but not particularly, and in Aft,
for thcnwefhal!bringitto//ji/i//rf«j/iW, trffr, which is the
Objeftof Senre, when theS'ul only knows Abftraftcdly as
before, for’tis the greareft Nonfcnce imaginable, to fupprfc
there muft not be a Coherence and Proportion betwixt €
Power and itsO’ject. But the Incclltftis immaterial, there-
fore the Objeftof its Knowledge muft be immaterial, and
fuch is the Ratio A’ ftraftor quiddity of Matter. Hence the
Soul,unlefs inform’d by an Angel or Sprit,knows not what
particular Treatment its Body meets with, when feparated
from it,

queft. 3. Wi.otvasthatCiin feared f.'culd flay him, after
hi had idUed his Brother Abel?

Anfw. There wasnormanyPeople indeed tofear, but
not one h :ving died a Natural Death, Cain might well think
of living agreat while, and having his Faffcfr to inflruft
him , he moghc underftand how tlte Horldwas to be Peopled,
toTvit, irAdim. Cain, and fuchasjhould ina littltiim be
bornof'em. So that he was afraid of his Brothers tliat were
to he Bf)rn, or their own, or his own Sons, or Grand-
children.
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queft. 9. Whoit -ras that Cain toe” tolfNife,whtn h<ii>eat id-
tothe Land of Nod?

Anftv. Hisown Sifter*,the Aaitiiwfay, thatChil -
dren wcrc Twins, a Brother and a Sifter bora together.
See Vol. N. Q. VIt delirc our Queries 10 run over the In-
dexof our Volumes, that we may not be troubled by Lu-
piicates, or the faine queftions over and over.

. Qlueft. 10. iVhetber orno, Cain had any help to buildhk
ty

Anfw. Ycf, every oneknows how old they lived in the
beginning of the World , and if yc allow only doo years
for a Life, ore Male might have above 110000 come from
him and his Children in that time, upon fuppofjtion, that
every one might get fevtn Males in one Hundred Years, as
30U may fee by a Tlyfl.'e/ Multiplication™ fothatCiJt> cou'd
not want perions to be afraid oi, nor perfoos to aflift him
io his Builaing.

queft. 11. Suppofe there wasa certain place ft out forall
Night-VI»\keTito meetin at acertain Hour, as at Amflerdam,
rrhuhiT it might notproveagreat mearsto difappoint great Mif-
chiefs that tnfui yoon Night-Walkiog ?

Ax»fw. Tis a very Vnehrifian Maxim, to ncccfticate aa
Evil, toavoidtwo, tho' indccdif you leave Religion out
tisa pretty frt ofpolicy, and many Evils would be avoided
byit; but we hope there’s much better Mcafureson foot,
agreeable both to Chrifliatiity,ind Civil politicks, and there-
fore we need not to choofc one that's diflonant to either,
nay, tothar which is really both, I meanChriftianiry.

Queft. 11. What was that Bounty which Solomon gave to
the Sum of Sheba.

Anfw. perhaps the fence of asking more ufeful quefti*
ons than this.

queft. 1™, Isthen any punifhmentgreat enough for Ingrati-
tudt, andwhat ?

Anfw. A Difdaining to take oclier notice of ir, than by
Difeontinning Converfe.

queft. 14. Tfapeifonundertheeffectsnf toomuch D'in[*,(ball
heprento exprtfs himfelf un!(indly,or to offeran | fury toa Friend,
for whom bythe whole Courft and Series of his Life, he cnmt
but e judged tohave agreat Love and Ajjectm, andat all ether
times tohave beenExprclfive of it, whether this perfen [hould
be judged tobe truly cf that Intentionor Diffofition tohWaffrifaii
Friend, whtreinbe exprefftd himfelf inhis Drin”, it being fup-
prfed that Min fpea™trutn in their Drin”®, tho'when tioty are fo®
ber, they mayfor their Credit or Istereff, only Digcrmblt and hide
their Natural Difpofttior.s.

Anfw. W c can't think thisafufficient Inftance todeftroy
Friindlhip, no more than other Adtions, which People arc
guilty of in their Drink, and hate when they are Sober,
fhou'd be a Standard to judge andDctcrraine the Aftionsof
aManswhole Life. We take not tlie Dej th of aRiver, by
an accidental Flood or Draught; butaccording to the Na-
tural and Ordinary Cunent in its Chanrel, and herein we
imkatc//If.iw», whotakesanEftimateof our Vertucsor
V'ices, accord ngto our Habits and Ilfual ways of Afting,
and not by a few, fngU, gooiorbad Actions, but that the
C~ierifl may be better fatisfied about the Nature of Frieud-
ftjjp, let him confult our paper, VOUN.—"

queft. 1 5. A Gentlemenlays a Wager,that King Williams fr -
ess ta’e Galloway in fuch a time, and within the tire “tis Sur-
rtnderedto’'emupon Articles'. Qucrc,-whether the Gentleman
\é\(/jins the IVager, the Town not being tafen, but Surrendir-

Anfw. Yes, the Gentleman wins, for their MajcfScs
Forces did take it, though it was furrendered, GaMowsy
was unwilling to be overcome, was unwilling to give or Sar-
rtndir it felf to its Enemies, now ‘tis all one as to the Afti-
on of Surrendering, whether itiarrrjjfirrd by beingforc'd
to it by Fighting, or Surrendered through F'ear, and cer-
tain Arguments of being beat, tisccnfcft’twas Surrender-
ed; butit could notbe Surrendered, unicfs the Surrender
was taken by the Forces to whom ir was Surrendered : A*
gain a not taking, had made this Gentleman a lofer, and
a not Surrendering, had rrade this Gentleman a lofcr:
Therefore itfollows, that either taking or furrcndcring,
makes him a Winrer.  But if the other Gentleman had*
defign to Equivocate, and ftand upon words,he ought ro have
faid he would do fo at the time ric laid the Wager, for what
Rcafoois there Iftiould lay a Wager, and not know what
rny Antagcnift means, tisfuppos’d this Wager was laid a-
roongft otherperfons that overheard it, therefore in that
Sence that tixtytook ir, all the World wCuld rake it, words
being expreffii eof thoughts; but all the World wou'd ad-
judge it rothe Gentleman who laid that Caffflivjy wou'ld be
taken , for we .re not to judge at Refervts, butef things
as theyappear intbeir cwr. Mature.

Dunton.





