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The Athenian Mercury.

Qucft.i. Ettwo Tphtels hi made ef dehtiin licks Dia-
j  mttir~andoMwhulfj thru Inches UUmUTYy fix
‘ittaUufontbe fame Axle, placing the little vehetl in the middle,
thenraije a Plainfo high, that the little tvhttimaj deferibta Line
is itsCirculation,----- Qucrec, ivhat Reafon do you ajfign for
tU littlewhutsdefcribingaslon” Lintm thtgrtatone inequd
mtindCirCHlation ?

Aifv. Tilere’s no reafonin the world to be given, why
itftiou'd he unegual in its Circulationyc'vh the Other , lories
thclowcft part of the wheels that makes tfic Line , this
granted, \i\te jm r Compaffes, place tlie foot In the midli
cf the Axle, of one of the great wheels, and then
with the fame, dclcribe a Circle from the Axle of the lit-
tle wheel, and yowl find that moft of the Circle will
be Imaginary, only at the bottom you’'l have a Segmentof a
CtVvr/rmadcouc of the Plane, agreeable tofo muchofthc
Circle of the greater wheelsj which Demcmilraccs that
the Linesof Orculaiicn muft be equal, the linle wheel
having alway potentialj the rejl of its proportion in the

ae.

quert. lambmdtoaAfafier.rphoproves feytreto ne, and
beingdifeanUnted thereat f andtlfo troubled rvitha Sciupulout
Cmifcitnce, lam Reduced toagriat\Wea™nifsboth in Body and
Mind, and prejudicedin ny Afmory.  Pray inform ne the befi
'Prey for a Recai eryef myHealth™™ the Settlerment ef nmy Mind,
end the Refioring my Mtmoyj.

Anftv. Secure your Duty to your God, and that will reach
you Crn-ent, and Confcqucntly bring your Body into a
good Frame again, and asto yowx Mafiers Severity, if you
are not wanting in your Duty to him, getyour Friends to
deal wit"» him onyour behalf, if that Courfe won't take,
the Chamberlain will fee all to Rights, and do you Ju-
ftice.

Qjeft. 5. Onrtvhoisconfidirahlyconcern'dintbeStec”sloth
ef the India </dAfrican Company, cannow difpofeof his
Rtirffiat greater Ratesy thaiheisafjured they are really worthy
ddfires your Opinion, whetherinConjciincehemay difpofectf them,
eindthertbyimpofe uponthe Ignorant buyer, *aho is wW]Iy guided
iIS”tkr Mens AHions, who i"“nowthe real value of the Stocks, as
will as the Slutrifis, and only buy and fell for Aivan-
tagtAnfrp. 1 Thiff.e".6. | et no Mango beyond, or defraud
his Brother in any Matter, becaufe the Lord is the Avenger
of all fuch.

Qiicfi,4. Whetheror no,or bywhat power can pretended Gy p-
dciprefage dill thing.

Anfw. No morefor thegcneralicy of them, than other
perfons, farther than by enquiring before hand, or fptak-
ing what's moft likely,and fuch tricks.*— Only fome have
been known to do fuch things as mull be effefted by the
Devil, and therefore have contrafted to him accordingly.

quefi. $. Tinre'sa young Lady who is Courted by federal
Gmlermen-, but her A"eHions are chiefly towards a pefonwho

noouiwardpretentions, lefl therebyit may fruflrateboth
thiir Dsflgns.  Querc, whether jhe ought totniertain the faid
futndirs, fmee fhedoesit only to amuift fame about her, without
<ty intention of bating them or what other Honourable Courfe can
jhe talNiintbismatter |

Asfw. She may Entertain 'em with all the Freedom and
Refpeft that is necelTiry j but flie ought not to give 'em

leafi Encouragerent of a diflgn to Marry 'em, bccjufc it
*tay prove of ill Conlbjucncc asto their Vntafinefs, aM
hialicc may ihertby ground fomcching that may be Pujudi-
tialto her Honour.

Queft. 6. Whether or o is matter Ditiflble into infnite

j-ts>

: Anfw. Yes, \t\i Potentially,hnt not A”ually, for there’s
cothing fo little, but it might he made Icfs, if the E)cvvab
ftrong enough to difeernit, andwe had Inftrumems fine
TOougb for fuch Subdtvifions.

queft. 7. By rvhit Crittrion, canyou Diliinguij}} Sleeping
fromW\aiting.

Anfw. Read K. W j2.

Qcefi. 8. AtthtceflingaStontintothiVWdter,preywhatis
tre Rjdfonof fo many Circles, their Centinuam Extent and Cejja-
tion, an i why fuch Figures, and noothers}

Anfw. If the Stone be call Obliquely, that way that it
fiycs,it hath moft power upon th.it equal tempered Ele-
tfteac, and the Circlesarc” tly Oval, and mo«ly beyond

the place where the Stone light fifft, becaufeof drivingthc
Water that way,which it mov'd itfclf* for mimpnJfibUthat.
there fhou'd be a fingle Morion, as for Tnftance, Move a
flick, ireto a Flame, the Flame is aitb mov'd and feparated,
by Reafon the Stick moving, thus the Air is expaaded and
feattered, when a Bullet, Scone, Bird. &c. flyes through it,
and fbin the Water (fuppofling the Water to be Stagnatty
for it holds not in Streams, wherein the fclf-raocion hinders
the E{feft,a Scone falling , muft neceffirily fc-
paratethe HuidBody, bcirghcavier f/;«ff,and theBcdy
being equally temper'd and fluid, it muft ncccffarily caufc
anequal Motion of the iiirUcc circularly, the Cenrer be-
ing the place where the Stone light, as for Second, Third,
Fourth Circles, theyare caufed by the preceding ones, ha-
ving lefta hollow fiirfacc, when they were drove out by
CompulfioD, into fuch a Circular Morion, as for Inftance, the
firft Circle being driven away, the Hollow out of which
that was form’'d , was immediately fupplyed with other
Water i which comingin too vehemently into the Center,
caufedanotherCircularly as before, and ano-
ther, and foon till the ofthe Water was by little and
little made level as at the firft, the Extent and Continuance
is from the greatrefs of the Motion, as being a greater
Scone, and theCeffation happens, by reafon the Caufes
that produced fuch Morion are loft, and why fuch Cirex-
lar Figures, and not other Shapes, is from the Equalityof
matter worked upon.

queft. 9. In Gtcfbam ColUdge, art two Monflrous Thigh-
Bonesf andas they fayofMen) thtone petrified, and the other pu-
trified.pray the Reajonof onts PetrifaLiionar.d thtotkrs Putri-
fahion, aid whether you bditve them to be real Bores of
Men,thtyBeing an Ell or morein Ungt'o, ar.dasbigas theTkgo
of alarge Man.

Anjw.Thc different reafon of Petrifaftlon and PutrifaAi-
n, muft be from the difterenceof phees, where they have
been formerly preferv’d * but that thiy are not too big
to be Humane , we have great Reafon to believe. See,
Vol. N. Q. aboutGyants.

Queft, to.VponaDifpuubn'wixttwo Friends, tisagreed
that you are made the Arbitrator in this pointy whether a Rock
fplit into tweparts, ke two RockSyOr ae Roc "Jntwoparts.

Anfw.'Tis not quantity that coDhitutes/«iaiwVfttfdf;,but In-
dividuality is Tvhichis foinits felf, anddivided fromany
thing tife bya lafi Diviflon * or that rehich is corrpiundtd of 1
Determinate Mitttr, and Form is Indkiduality. (S. T.Aquin.
i. a.g 50.4.c) andfucliisa piece of a Rock,which in ic
felfis yet a Rock, for there is nothing wanting to make a
little Rock, as truly aRock, as a great one, quantity or mag-
nitude are not concern'd in this Queftion.

queft. 11. Whydoesa drown'd Man Swim with his Fact
downwards, and a Womenwith her Face upwards.

Anfw. they both Swim with their Face downwards, as
has been very often obferv'd, for the Bowels beingjullof Wa-
ter, and lying not fo near the backpar:s, as the foreparts,
they poize and draw tiie dead party upon their Bellies,un-
lefsfome extraordinary accidents.

queft. AGentleman has two Prefermfntsproffered himto be a
Dancing-Mafler, ora School Afalier, the Revenues of both art
equal, and heisequally Accemplijh'dfor the performance ef each,
whether of thefetwo Profelflonsis moueligible, the party isrtfoi-
vedtobe led” your Judgment, andlhertfort ks preferment being
ready, a fpeedy Anfteer.

Anfw. Dancing and all bther fuch Accomplifhmencs feem
to cany * greater Value with them, than they really have,
not that we fuppofctlicm troubles, or without their ufe,and
wc fhou'd yet liave a greater efteem for’em, if coo great
expcncc ot time was not required to attain them. Yet
the Advantages of the Mind exceedtholeoj the Body,being mart
Hoble and Great, as coming nearer toGod, and therefore the
ends to attain 'em, ought to be preferd, if we lay the
thoughts of another Life afidc, yeteven in this, Learning
ismore durable, fora Learned Man may e Wife, andService-
ablein Old Age, when an Old Lancing-Maftcr 1™es his
.ipprehcnfionr, and begins to fee he has loft his time, or at
Icaft been too Profufe and Lavilh in'r, as indeed that im*
ploy does ncccflitatc him to K.  TistbtHappinefseff aAatf-
onalBeing, to knorv.tbt beHthings, and lofpcnd as little time,
as poiftbleinln”excincnt, Ucncccffary Studies, for when

the'



*

the AccmiBtis made op,itwill be affliftibg to fee the Total
amount to nothing but Ciphtrs, or which is worfc the Sffifl;
trtCd Debtor.

Qucft. difference if tforrt AcumcnjTngemum
and sal, and whiQl most properly (ignifies Wit >

Anfrv. Acumen and Sal arc Mcwphorical only, the firtl
coming from “cusa Needle, and the ocher ngnifiesS*/f, both
which are very Emphatically expreffifc of Wit, as being
fliarp and quick * , is the moft proper word, not
being coover ciolcto another Scnce, though the other arc
not Icfs Elegant.

Queft. 14. Whether 3/r.Cowleys Kegative V'pnitm of Wit
ke it all totbepuypoftl

An(w. Thofe perfons coafefs their Dulhefs, who cannot
fee that great Mam wit in every thing that he wrote upon,
/ Kigitivi Difiniiion may be witty enough in the nianncrof
Expieffion, and fo was his, though indeed 'tis not at all to
the purpofc, if Striaiy confider'd, neither indeed do we
believe he defign'd itto be fo, for ithad been beyond the
Rules of Fancyand Poetry, to lay down or Dilpute upon
an Hypothelis, which is always poficivc ( and never Nega-
tive) for tofay a thingis to the pnrpofe, whenit isnot at all,
Tvokd be abfurd 1, Negatives are not without their ufe, but
more ncceflary for Poets than their Contrary from this
Realbn, the Fancy has a larger Scope alwut things which are
not, thanthings whichare-, for a Definitionof wit, fee the
Search wit, lately writ by a Modern Hand.

Quefi. 1$. Ifracl overthwart the Red-Sea ?
What is the breadth thereof,fom orefide toanother, or whether If-
rael coming out of the Sea, Arrived andLanded at the ftIf fame
fide of thiwildernifs,from which they departed, whenthey entrtd
the Seal

Anfw. They went into the Sea by Afigdol, and came out
again on the other fide in the Wilderncfsof Si«r,according
toThrvenot, it is not above eight or nine Miles over in any
place whereabout they went over,they cou’d not come out
again on the fame fide they went in, becaufe the Tide was
turn’d upon the <4E™)/?tiaKJ,whichwerc behind, which alfo
made that part of the Sea which they had part, as it was be-
fore, or according to the Text, and theSea returned to his
Strength, fo that the Sea rauft have been divided twice for
‘em, to have come out again upon the fame fide.

Queft. i6.JVbether a ParentunnconciCitotheir Child,can
ht a worthy Conmunicant at the Lords SiptrP

Anfw. We ought to know the Childs faults, if it be fuch
aone as an Habitual ill Courfe, not to be RecUim’d by Coun-
ccl, nor any other means, a Reconciliation in fuch a cafe
nTgaanpatronkingef the Childs Wckednefs, but if a Child
after ill At~ions, Reclaims and Dcfiresisrimd/fttrioa, the
¥arent is obligedtobeReconciled, 'jtr. with fuch a Caution,that
there is no need lofhew any great FavourorKindnefs,
till there be fufficient Tt(imonies”™ Amendment. Let the Pa-
rent Imitate God Almighty, both in Pardoning, and denying
Pardon, I mean, Ut him behave himfelfto his Child, as God
does to his Children,and no doubt butfuch Parent as to that
particular, may alwaysbeawonhy Communicant.

(Mueft. 17. Whya vaultis colder in Summer than in \Minter.

Anfw. Tis a Miftakc grounded upon the Change of our
ownBorfjM, putyour Hand into cold Water, whenyou are
very cold,and ’lisnotniuch uncafy to you, but pur your
warm hand into the fame Cold Water, and you will feel a
very Sinfihle Difference.-----This Queflion is much of the
fame Nature, asthat of the Heat of Spring Water in \Winter
time, and has the fame reafons for its appearing to be fo, the
Air pierces not far into the Earth, whether Cold or Warm,
therefore it has but little power of the Waters under the
Earth, or the Air in Vaultsund Cellars, which is alwaysof
the fame Coldncfs or Wariunefs, as the Earth is, that lies
fo deep.

Queft. 18. Whether it is poffible for a Child bom without a
Navel, tolive,

Anjw. Yes, whenitis found that a Child can be born
without a Navel, which never yet was, for the ufe of the
Navel is to continue it to its Mother, and by the Vcficls
thereofto convey mAI'mnt 43dS«, ?fBi<irio«,whichVcflcls are,
I. theX. WWiiM/PtWjOra Branchof theporra, implanted
in the Liver, z. dr«a'«arifing from the lliacal Branches, hy
which the Infant recciveth the purer portion of Blood and
Spirits from the Mother. And 5. ThcVracho'sor Ligamtntal
paffage derived from the bottom ot the Bladder, whereby it
difthargeththewaterifh and urinary part of its Aliment,
now thefc things being fo necclTary for the living in the
Womb, foa Child cannotbe without 'em, and if fo can-
not be(born without 'em, though their ufe ceafes at the
Birch.

Queft. 19. WhytheBloodof oil Animals isof the Tin£iurtof
Red?

VtmtQd for J.

Anfw. From the perfeftion of Digfflm, and femeBlood
is Redder than others trom the abundance of Naturallleat,
¥6— The Antiem Philofophers afligred four CcAjaM,anfwer.
iog the Elements, Black to Eanh,Whiit to Water,
to Air,and Red to Firc,fordifcoTerirgtheCauics of whofc
Diverfities they prepared a matter, which by the Degrees
of Fire, they pan through all the Cniours of Nature, ami
perceiv'’d fometimes in their Veflcl, what they call'd the
Peacocks rai/,Reprerenting all Colours in one fmglc Matter,
whence they Concluded the variety of Colours, proceeded
from that of External Fire, moving the matter more in cnc
part, than another.- Hence it is, that thofe fidcs of Ap’es
Pears,&c. are redder upon that fide which is towards tre
SKJj,than the other fide,----- and thus your Gildersnx this
day, according to the Degree of their Heats, can raife a
Black,Whice,Ycllow or Red upon their Worki NowExter-
na! Heats having fuch effefts, | fee no Abfiirdity inlaying
the fame Rule for Internal Heats, or Diverfuy cf Digcfth
ons.

Qaeft.20 lou are defir'd to refolve this 03try,why the Homs
if Bullsare not logt~and Itrger than thofe (d Oxen, feting ibofe f
Rams art larger, andlonger thanthojeoj Weathers, if it be from
Caftration in are, why jhould it not produce the tike fffeCl in tot

_other?

Anfw, You are defired with all other Querifts, to look
over the Indexof Quefims 'm the firft Volume, and what
have been writ fince, for fometimes we receive three or
four Lettersfor fuch Queftionsasare already fcne, for the
Solution of this. See Vol. We have received fevcral
more queftions about the Soul, vsliich are already aorwered
Vol. 1, M

Queft. zi. A Whitingupon Paper of great Concern, being
fent from a Remotepart to London, and accidentally a Bottlef
Ink falling yoon in, dry'd thereupon, Query, what Remedy t$
meke it Legible,

Anfw. Tis to be feared, there's none at all; there's one
Mr. AavM that formerly lived ntar the Pump in Chancery
Lane, and now lives at the Rali-India Houfe, an Acromptanc
there (as | take it) who knows as much of that Secret, as
any body 1 ever heard of, but 1doubt his Art only helps
to take off all the Ink off the Paper, and if fo, the Wi>.
ting goes with the reft.

Queft. ii. What arewe tothinkof the Kings if England ,
who by their mch.only cured the Evil f

Anfw. They healed not tbemfelves, but God, ----- ac-
cording to the Words gfed by the Biftiop, the King
Touches, but God Heals, fo that we ought nocto afenbe fuch
Cures to any Natural Caufes, though in Hiftofy, we meet
not only with private perrons, but whole Families riiat
have a particular gift of healing fuchand fuch Difiemperj, and
of others that could inftid fuchand fuch Diftermpers-, of the
laft, itis Related of the Pfydi, Tribales and JI/ynans, who
bewitchtwhom they touchr, and Philoflratas makes menti-
on of one in the Litie of ApoUonim, who Kkilled with his ve-
ry Afpeft as the Bafilisk does ¢ of the former, Vifpafian as
Tacitus afims in bis fourth Bookof his Hifiories, rtftor’'d to |
blind.Manhis Sight, Adrianas jffists Spartiar.Hs Relates,
Healed a Man born blind, only by touching him, and FU-
tarch, mennonithat Pyrrhus Kingof the Epirota, hcalid all
that were troubled with the Splemin his time, by touching
their Spleen with the great Toe of his Foot, of whiih
Toe there was a far greater Opinion conceiv'd after liis
Death,in chat it was found intiie, and not Cenfum'd by
the Fire, asall thereft of his Bodywas tis Related that
the Family of St. Hubert in France, Heal fuch asare bitten
by Mad Dogs: In Im/;the Families of St. and Sc. Ctf'
tkerine,do3i ftrangc things, thefirli curing the Stings of
Serpents, and the laft Cure burning, and handle burning
Coals thcmfelvesjwithoutanyhuriatall. | nt h e Fa-
milies of the Saludators and the Enffimadores have ihc gift
of healingmany (otherwife) incurable Difeafes, only by
touch, fomcof which loftanccs being done by ill perfons
'rfs fuppoi’'d were aflified by the Devil, God Almi™hty
rometimespermittingftrange things to be done for fecret
Reafons, beft known to himfelf.

Queft. 23. fphat isthe Reafonthat a Maggotput into a Box
andk'pt for fomttime,wiUturnintoa fly?

They are atfirft a fort of an dropt by flyes
upon Carrion, &c. which by the Heat of theSun are hatcht,
until they vivifie, only with thisdiflerence from the Eggs of
Fowl, chefe arc hard before they arc laid, but thofe of a
fly are loft, till they beginto be npc, whenall of a fuddeo,
they become hard, and by their own heat, arc perfefted, till
they break the Shell, and come forth fives. So that they have

a fortof a double Life,one in the Egg,and another out, ac*
five in both.

Dmton, i6pu





