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The Athenian Mercury.
•T r x  TH trm  ret have recdud, oihtfs, fn trd

yr Atheifllcal Queftions, tending to the diJlruSli-
II of at leafl eU Rereakd Religion, tho' ret havi in the Prt- 
ftcito our firfi yhlumi, mufed our felvis from anfwdring anf 
fueb-, yet, 01 prtAtr confideration, i^wiving it is thtnatun 
if feme pirfons to infult even relm fcorned, and think their 
Oh\iQ'ms unanfwcrablc becauje others thial̂  'em not tvonh 
wAnrwerj ree M u nfoludy in order to obviatt the grow- 
ingmifehiif of fucb poifonoiis Frinciplts and DoSrines, to chufi 
tui fomi oi tht ftronfit-ft Objeftions ive have rictiud on thoft 
Heads, to which, if wt havt riturned, as ret hoj/i wt bavt̂  
Sacisfadory Anfwers, wt Ihak havt done no ill fitet of Sir- 
vice to tht publicly fence, i f  wt can ruin the very Foundati­
ons^ Atheifra, all the Superttrufturcs ojntceffiiy 
fill to the Ground-

Among other /iueliions of this nature, we have fom«- 
tinic fmcc receive thefe following,

O ueft.i.X  T \  THethertbt Irifh Maflacre, and tht V V Maflacre of Paris, together with the 
growth and progrefs of Mabomctanifni, be m  gunUr Argu­
ments that the Machine of the World follows the dead Chain 
of Caufes, than any can be produced, that can rationally con­
vince us of God’s providence, or his care of Chriftia- 
nit)' ?

Ai.fw. Wemuft not, for every UttU difficulty in FrovU 
dence, immediately unhinge the Vniverfe, and deny any 
fuch thing as a supreme Being, ordering Humane Affairs, 
both beciife we can, at leafl, Morally demonjiratt, that 
thereof fuch a Being, and that he made the IVorld, and 
coofcquently, all perfeliioa being included in his Effence, 
miift and docs difpî t of, and goverrt it according to fixed. 
and equitable Rules; any Ohjedioo againft his Vrwideue, 
being therefore only like a PToufiatio contra fa£tum,a Frete^ 
or pretended Afa/o*againll indubitable and meffary matter of 

: And alfoi becauft we cannot only ofcencitncs account 
for thefe difficulties by the fixed rules o f Providence and 
Juflkt, but allb ufc thofe very things as Arguments for their 
Fxifltnce, fiiicc many of ’em were fo clearly foretold by 
the Spirit of God fo many hundred years before they Iiap- 
penca. BcHdes, they may be both natural Confequtnts iud 

Fmjhminti of Sin: For example, the dpofiacyof the 
Eiaflern Churches to Mahometani/m, and rPefiera to Fopery, 
sverc!>oth the ejftHs of that Vice, Lazinefs, Debauchery, 
Jrreligion, Difcord, and Ignorance which had over-run the 
fFitrid, and alfo, jufi punilhmentsfot'em, and fwtb clearly 
iomld before they came to pafs; thofe men being jufily 
given our to firong delufions, to believe a lie, who firfi held the 
Truth in unrighteoufntfs: And one would think Rewards and 
Punyhments were rather an Argument for Providence than a- 
ny Objeftion againfi it ; the very want, or unequal diflribu- 
tion whereof is often urged againfi its Exifitnee, tho’ this 
too with the highefl abfurdity, by thofe men who deny any 
fuch thing as Vice or Virtue. What has been faid on this 
Head may eafily be apply’dto the Pari^au And huh Maf- 
f-icres, fince it reaches to much larger Inftaoces*, but be- 
ftdes, ifwcconfidcr the fcorridMd; which thofe wretches 
bad. who were principally engaged m thofe black, Villanies, 

fiiall find vifible of God's and
*0 punijhing as \vcll as permitting them. Add to this one 
^^fidcration more,and a good man may prove thisagaind 
>!1 Earth and Nell, and that is, A future Wo-Id, without 
]̂ 'hich \vc are perfwaded, in fame Infiancts, it’s next to 
|mpf.ffiblc to defend a providence, which we arc fureir, and 
is both wife and jufi: Twould be in vain to own a God, 
which yet we are as certain of, as that wc our felves ixilt 

’tis true enough, that the Virtuous and Religious 
Would often be, as the Apofllc exprefles it , of all min 
M  miferuble.

(^ueil. 2. Whether tht Story of Efiltai's retneVmg the Scrip- 
tares which were utterly loft, and the pafiages of Samfon’a 
Afis and David’i  Worthies, the prophets King fo many 
days on their fidts, and many other things infifiedon by Father 
Simon, befides tht whole drift of the RneUtien of tht Old 
Tcftimcnr, that God fhoula delight in Blood and Sacri-' 
fices, be not fufficient to weaken its Autimityl

ainfw. Not at all, for thefe Reafons-, As for the fitory

of Efdras'i rttrirJng the Sacred Books, when utterly lofî  
we’ll grant it to be as much an old Wives Fable, as any in 
the Apocrypha whence 'tis taken j and, how fairly and in- 
genuoufly, let any judge, commonly made ulc o f by thofe 
who would overthrow the credit o f the Bible. But o f this 
fee more in the iluefiion of the Pintateuch. For the pallages 
of Samfon'i Alls, wc’ll g vc the Otjjcftor fair play and take 
the very ftrangefi o f ’em" (for Lyfimachm and many others 
have killed Lions) which wc fucptifc they'll readily grant 
to be that of his (filling a thoufand men with the faw-hont 
4  an Afs. But if  One man, why not as well a thoufand 
as to the force of the Weapon ? and wc are apt to believe 
thofe who fee that Weapon and fairly cemfider it, would 
hardly be willing to try the fimgth of their Sculls againft it, 
tho’ not in the Hands o/.a Samfon, whole extraordinary 
ftrength, as wc arc exprefly told in the .^riptures, was a 
miracubnts gift \ nor is ar.y thing too hard for God-, which 
alfo reaches DavieCt Worthies, tho’ even the ftrangefi o f 
their Performances, that of embaiing whole Armies, we 
have feen almoil paralleled in Humane Hiftory. We have 
read of a brave Bpman, who fiopt a whole Army till the 
Bndfdwas broke under him. Nav, evenof a brave Irijh- 
man, who with his J/alfpikt only, has for fome time 
maintained his ground agauitl thufands of VUlorieus Eng- 
U{h (fee Coxes Hifi, 4  h*-'laHd, part 2 ) whv then may not 
David's Worthies do as much, cfpccially before the ft'wriW 
of Guns, and probably in a Pajs or Dtirle where they 
could only be attackt in From, and that not bv many 
more than themfelves. But we’ ll quk this Head, lei! 
the Gentlemen wc are difpuring with, vyho are gencr..lly 
very nimble in thefe cafes, fhould change fides. ami com­
plain, that ioftead of toogreat a \ftracU. ’twas now no Mi­
racle at aU. For the Urophtts iing fo many days upon their 
fidts, might only be done in Vsfm. We are fure there’s 
ao abfurdity in this, which bting granted, their abfurd!t%. 
vaniflies. For Father Simon, and that numerous heap of Ob- 
jeflions, svhich he has raked togcclier in his Anfwtr to the 
Bible, we meddle not with him ac preftne, n^nc 01 ’em 
being produc’d, (iho’ ten to one he may fliortly fall in 
our way) only arid this. That ’tis no wonder a Popifh 
Priefi Ihould be againfi the Bible when the Bible's againfi 
him- F'or Goals delighting in Blood and Sacrifice, it can’c 
be faid, thac<w fuch he ever did, any more than wc de­
light in the Blood i f  Bealls which wc kill for our ufc and 
nourifhmcm ■, nay, he affirms in the Pfalms he did not de­
light in Sacrifices and burnt Offerings •, that is, as has been laid, 
for their own fakes, but only as they ferved for the ufe of 
man, being enjoy ned as lively Types cr Figures of the inefti- 
mable sacrifice o f his own Son for the Sins 4  fVorld, ac 
whofe death all thofe legal ohjvrvances were for ever ebolifi)- 
td. In the mean time, w hat Ba-’barity, what Cruelty io the 
Blood of a Sheep or Ox, on which too ’tis to be rcir»arked, 
that the Vritfis lived, when we daily kill fo manv thoufand 
o f ’em for our own ufc, n.iv, eat t\\e blood too, which they 
did not / wliat fo horrid crutlty'va. all this, unless wc arc to 
deal with fome very mcrcitul Pythagorean, or one o f the 
more modern Priefis 4  I ’idits, who think it as great 3  
piece of Barbarity, nay, Sdcriledgeit fclf, to mriftr one of 
their holy Cows, as this Gcntlenun reckons it cruelty to en­
joy n the Sacrifices of the Old-Tefiamest, then io ufc among 
the Jews.

Qucfl. 5. Wl-atber 'tie not Probable, that- Chriflianiry wot 
invented ar fbtdeftruSion oy fcruialem ? [i'bether the riling 
of the Dead, the darkening of the Sun. and the Alccn- 
uon of our Saviour before 500 together, had not been wort'y of 
jofephus and other Nifinrians, had the Fafts been true ? And 
whether the Prophecies of, Out of Egypt will 1 call my Son 
and that Chrififhould be born of a Virgin, irnonoowrefted, 
and the Inconfiftcncy of the death of fuda- tn Scripture, too 
great a Contradiftion jor tht Ininratinn of tht Holy Gho(l ?

Anfw. ’ Tis a fign the iluirifi forgers his Chronoiagy «  
well as Divinity, when he talb. of Chriliianity's being (brg’d 
at the Defirublion of Jtrufaim, which btfort that time, was 
planted in the moft remote Nations on the Eetrt'}. Hiis De- 
flru£lm of that noble City, for the fame eirntê  he who makes 
the SMtry is guilty of, not beliiving our Sr̂ '̂ iour, happened 
(omc forty years after his death— but the Gcfielwas pUntrd

through^
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tfirow»hooi the w ld ,  as mcieot Hiftoriutt affwre us, Which 
Vitf'^'tjfursi^cthiiCrkcifixuKt tnyearsbcforc xhaDefo- 
Uti$<̂  i  xordmg to oar Sinoat'sovin prof btcjy (bythebcft 
Com -neDtators rhus apply’d JThac the Gofftl mfipTjl bt frtach- 
ed ti all Nttions^ and that for this very end, that they 
mignt fee the ttrribU Dijiru£lm which befd the jtwsj God’s 
Oivn People, for flighting and rtfu^ng it, and the truth o f 
epnfi’s poSriftihy the completion of his Profhijiis, Jm^a- 
Um was dt r̂of d by the youngtr Vifptt'uvt \ and don’t all the 
world know, that hundudsoj thmndi (f holy Men d fd  for 
»he Faith of Chrifl under diofc Mongers (j CruiUj-^ Nero and 
Caligula, long before either he or his Father came to the 
Crwva— and wc hope they won’t fay, as great FtxU as they 
make the Martyrs, that ihey dj'dfotChrilUaiiit - fo many 
years befme ’ewas invented. As to the Miracles o f Chrifi, 
the Objector gocihcyoodciiher the Pbariftts, or Ct^.a, or 
Julian, or theDrtil himfclf in what he advances againfl 
’em : The PhaHJees attributed 'em indeed to the Devil, but 
they never derid they were really ftrjarmeei, no more did 
Ctl/M, or Porpiĵ ry. or Julian, tho’ the nioA bitter and fub- 
tle Enemies the Chrifiian Faith ever h ad ^  except chat grand 
Enemy the Daft, who was fo feelible o f the truth of ’em, 
suid'he injury and wounds that his and efpeci-
all) ragu.nifm receiv’d thereby, that he railed up an Apol- 
Umus tyanaws, and gave him aS, tht P ower of Hell, on pur- 
pofe to Ape our Saviour's Miracles with his own lying won- 
ders, andifpofhble elfabiilh a little longer his ownrottr- 
ring Intered in the world. As for the mentioning the greater 
Miraclu - the of the o>at Savmj'sAfcen-
tion before 500 at once, &c. For ebe Fr/i, ’ tis very pro­
bable, even Htathen writers do mention it, fas we may Ihcvv 
Vihen we fee this hTd anfwered) tor the SccchkI, we are not 
furc his Afetntion was before fo many, that appearance o f his to 
the 500 Brethren at one time being generally thought to have 
hecB^n GaUiee— But the matter is not much tvhether; 
and we fay this concerning it— I f  recorded at a'\ it muA 
liave been by ChrijUans, Jews, or Heathens. Tiie Heathens 
(which will reach the other Miracles alfo) were either too 
lardiftant, or too much prejudiced: From one or both of 
which Caufes, feewhsxriiiculoHS accounts they gave of the 
Jews tbtmftlves toA their manner of fVorlhip, and this even 
tile very bejl of their Hijimians: And had not fomeching of 
this been in the Matter, we could not eafily imagin how 
ftich famoM Princes ai David, Solomon, and others, which 
none doubt had once a real Being, (faould not bt Mintmtd, as 
well as their Contemporaries arc in Heathen Writers (uolcii 
wrhaps in a few doubtful fragmeuts) or how the Temple at 
jerufaUm miA a name among the wsMers of the World.

This for the Heathens of that time, for the Jews, wc can’t 
wonder they did not mention that and other Miracles, Hnce 
they did not believe ’em — for had they done fo, they 
Hvou d no longer have continued fews-~-^ But thole who 
favo ’em, or who had fuch Authentiĉ . te(U>ftonies of ’em that 
they did believe ’em, turn'd Chri(lians — ~ Four of whom 
liave committed the exaH Hiliory thereof, and of our SavU 
vur's Life, Death, and Miracles, to tfriti^ , to which add 
a  fifth, i f  not one of the fame, who has done as much in 
the Aifs of the Apofiles, all agreeing in the great Cireumfiances, 
and no where contradiHing cacli ocher in the very lead, as 
we already have aod are Aill ready to prove. But befides 
thefe, (or including ’em) five huMred more were Wimffes 
thereof, astboufands of hxiothtr Miracles: For JS the gr<«r 
Man, Sc. Paul fays, This thing was not done in a Corner, who 
all to t h e i r n a y ,  with their x/rr)/»t«, attefledthe 
Xr̂ uth thereof, in fpice of Wild-Beafis aod Men, Aibeifis, 
Scoffers, Flames, Uons, Jews, Heathens and Devils. For 
Jofephus, is’c not, coofidering what has been faid, a greater 
yomder that he takes any notice o f our Saviour at all, than 
that he takes fo little ? for vvhac he does m:Ute mention of him 
tve fee plainly in his Wor!(S •, nor arc wc willing to give up 
fo mble eTefiimoi  ̂{torn one who was no Friend to the Chri- 
flian Faith, till wc fee ffronger Arguments to oblige us there­
to than we have yet done: But fuppofing he and otlicrs 
fhould have writ iMch this and much Murr of our is
gt any way harfh to fuppofe the Jews or Heathens Aiou’d 
%ttati Index expurgatoriu*, to darken theTratiband expunge 
all fuch pajjiges as favoured of Heretical pravity, as their 
Sueceflm have fuice dece} After all, we may once more 
ask——-  why arc not the Cbriffians credible Witnefies ? I f  wc 
had no matter of faCi confirm’d unco us, but by evidence of 
the fame nature with what they gave, we muA believe no­
thing we fee with our eyts‘,  nay, not fomuch as 
whiU we do. Do the Jews themfelves deny, or did they e- 
ver, that they put to death, tho’  they won't own they mur­
dered oar Saviour i was it Glory made the ChrijHans fufftr 
all thef did in Confirmation of thofe truths which we Aill 
htiievt ? They were poor Fifisermen, not capaUt of fuch a wo-

t it ii  They were they Wfc’ d not invent’em i ftu-. 
ful, and dared not publ^h'em. Befides, *hcy wroughth'i. 
rades to confirm ’em, which baffied all the Fbilofophy ot Greece 
conquered all the power of I{pme, da\ltd, and at IcngUi, by 
the moft unlikdy means, that of fufitring and d)ing fub-
du'd the world----- The tendency o f this Gojpel is Divine
the direlHons dxereof p7amicable, andperfcH, a.d irfinittly 
fuperiour to any other Ault of Ufu It teaches the b-.ji Pki.. 
nity, the moA refin’d Morality, and makes all mankind, if 
paHU'd, cafy and happy.

I h e  Prophecy Egypt, and that o f a Virgin may be ap- 
ply'd to our Siviour, and that pincipally, as well as the Sa­
crifices referred to his Dratib----  Nor arc we to wonder if
the Spiritef God who infpir’d theScriptur'-S, and effified in 
the writing o f ’em, Aiould difeover a more deep and rten- 
dite meaning in fomc places thereof than wc our fdves ccu’d 
otherwife think of. This alone feems a tolerable accoutt of 
thofe and other fuch palTages, not to fay as feme do 
that they are apply’d by way o f CbmparifoD, Similimdt 
or Accommodation.

For the tncorfifiencies in the Death o f Judas, let us firft 
fee what is advanced to fxonciie thole fuming L.onJ. 
fienc’ts Its Voi. \. Numb. Qjt. anfwered. and then we’Jl 
conHder further thereof

(^utA. V  on the whole, wbubtr we may not believe all 
Revciacioo to bt an laneatioa? And whither the Man who wrote
a BooiintUuled, the three GrandImpoAors----  dejtrusnK
to bt commended?

Anfw. 1 have heard of one the fame no Adigien with the 
i^i*m^,who beingprefrni where a Spa^k pretended he wou’d 
dimonflrott there was no God, told him, chat ir he’d mâ e his 
words good he’d immediatê  give him 500 Guin'as-.- fo wiiling 
was he to rid of that troublefome— fomething or other with­
in him, which wou’d not let him dubditvt it, and fogljdly 
have let the loofe to all his Plcafmes- -  nor did 
he Aick to acknowledge, thacthiswas the reajenff hu offer. 
The i^erifi muA nor cake it amifs i f  he’s rankt with 
here mentioned, for wc are ready to prove, and coofi^̂ enc we 
can do fo, that he whodrav Providence, and ucuyi Atvtli^ 
tion, does by at unavoidable Confiqware, deny ary fuel. Bê  
ing as God, as he any fuch thing as a rational A-
nimal woa'd deny, tJiarthcrc’s luch a Creature as ysua — 
So that tho’ the Ddfi be a priuier name, there’s in effeft 
po diflercncc bat in name, betwixt liim and the ..treifi—^  
What little reaion we have to q^cAioo ci e veiacity of Ok- 
vine Unelation, we have, we hope, in the foregoing page* 
fufii:icnciy evinc’ d - Bu the C^ucriA deiire* to Know, 
whether the i4*rior ^  the thru Impoftors, ot the lan.c Opi­
nion with himfelf, ought not to be admir’d for his (,ou>.igt 
and Judgment in that und' rtakit g Wc anfwer w irh w 11 ,(  p® 
a& much Jufiice as Indignation, Ti:ai if there txrr was fuch a 
Monfitr, he well deferv’d to be cu'-fi and athxr'a b> ali w no 
pretend tohe Chriflians, or fo much as Jews, to be bû ne 
here, and damn'd in Hell hereafter—  the tafi which 
undoubtedly he was without Aeptttanci —  svhicli God grant 
to all that tread in his fieps before they come to that place 
of lormer.t.

Qucit. 5. Whether the Martyrs were not a pvrcel of Fools 
and EnthufiaAt, to lofe all the luppincfs of tbu world and 
fufjtr the lois of life ir fd f by the mfi txqnifit Torments 
for-----they knew not what f

Anfw. - -We fools counted Us life madnef-.. wou’d very well 
become the f^*rri/f We know well enough iiis name v, ,'u did 
reaUygxvc thofe mc« thatT/r/r, which is hc.c fix’d upon 
cm only iu fuppo/hm ■, nor is there any great rtaion to 
WOTder , that Me who thought himfclf w.-Marro-, and that 
when this Life was gone, all was gone, (hou'd think it the 
higheA piece o f foLy for any perfens tolofe‘a4dfor one who 
cot’d never requite ’em, fracc even filmighh Power v  fclf 
cann t mal̂ e what is not, happy. But thole nitr. 0 Im 'd crev 
were a little higher than Brutes, as well as a .mJe i.-wir tran
thi AngeU----  1 hey knew they hac îouU, and knew very
well what ’iwas they d/d for, and >i»f, >wou’u reward'an. 
’ rwasfor that wardr^Gtfd,whicii Mi. mbs thought ot ;uA 
as much Authority as tilt Alcoran, ai.u tlw /tliimô y ot Jefus, 
whom, wc believe our felvcs not uncharit..cit it wc r, '. k 
front good grounds, iieand histolloweis tlicHtght no ti.ore 
fintjrom God than Mahomet. This they beiUxti. this rhey 
lov'd, and this they d ;d  for j even tliolc very rt*f.jwh'ch 
tht^ophaneWorld now Uamflts upon, as irdiof/tw; aid this 
with the fcî if/2 reit/3a, feeing they chang’d this auti d 'S t  
Uftfot httmalGlory, and for rhuflialltheir Me-
MvriMbc cverS'iitrrdai.a a.T,ong Chrifnafis, while
thole who abufe and ridicule ihcli iaitifulServants oi J.fus, 
while their fhall (tmli witbail ziuaori- men, aria be c- 
quallyaibflrr’dwiththoleof a O /M  a iorpbyry, or a lulu 
an----  1 hu» much tor the AtheiAical Queliiciis.
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