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The Athenian Mercury.
Queft. ^  ^  \  7" the Notion tf the Omniformity 

V  V  o f the Divine Idea’s, the Seeing all 
things in God̂  &c. be not Enchufialm i 

Affxv. Whether it be or no, the School-men had great 
Kiifcn both to invent and defend it, fince Vis the only tole~ 
uble n>jy they have, to get off with their Fraying toSaints  ̂
who, they fay, fee all things', and, among the reft, our 
huersin the Bt&tifickyifm, or Specula Jrinitatif, asochen 
all it. Which Notion o f theirs is both abfurd̂  and im ^ -  
Ue. T is  abfurd, to fend the poor Fetitmer (o far about i 
Day, according to this Fancy, he ought ro change the 
FsTjn of his Ora/irawtij, and rather pray to Ged tMC the 
S«*r might/ray for him, than lotheSawt that he would
prit to God. Next, Vis an impojjible Suppofition :-----  God
fits ill things, fay they j or rather, the Idea's ox Images o f 
d  things are contained in him, as we fee the Images of things 
arc in a Glaf. And here a great ado they make about the
Idealot IntelleSualWorld:----- Butfirft, That there be fo
much as any fuch Idea's, really difiinll from the things they
reprefent, will hardly be granted.-----  Again, Their IVij.
fi«of them in God is incongruous and blafphtmeus, or elfc 
XDan\y metapimical:^^ I f  the Images of thirds arc reprefent' 
td in him, as in our Fancies, they make him Matter, and 
f i f t u : I! they intend a metaphorical Rtpujentation, we'd
fain learn what they mean thereby:----- Is it only that he
\nom all things, and reveals ’em to the Saints ? But 
"feat’s this to the Speculum they calk of? And this will uti- 
^oidaVly, as has been faid, render their Prayers to Saints 
kvMtn:- Again, They muft cither fee a / / t h u s  re 
prcfcDted, uno in tu itu or tile diftindly, one after the o- 
thcr. -  If  the firfl, the Saints arc made Gods, for they 
ttmprthend all things, and God docs no more.—  I f  the latter, 

muft be to Eternity looking over the Idea's mere, till they 
«ppcn to find thofe Brajtrs which were made to 'em from 

parts of the World — Add to this, the univerfal Opinion 
«  the Piimitive Chunh, which, at Icaft, we efteem a proba- 
•«<»«. i)\zi Fara.iceiiz^hcxdiflin6l fromHettven, and that 
pwof thc-5awrj enjoy the Btaiifickyifion till die End of the 
"orld:, and wc need fay no more to prove the Vnctrtmty 
tea Fail; of this, at firft fight, fo glxttaing a Notion.

<^eft. a. Wiyether rirSynod of Uurt had Truth on their fide,
^ not ? And whether, i f  they had, thiy were not very unchari­
table in excomoiunicating the Remonftrants ?

■d’/rr. Among feveraf S^fim s of the fame nature with 
tew. fent us by tlic fame ingenim Gentleman, this is all we 
wink fit to meddle with i both bccaufc they arc fo deep and 
’‘ijthomedrle, there being, for ought wc fee, unaofwtrablt 
flî elHons on both fidL-S} and becaufe thefe Controierfits, 
"nich fo miferably dijirahtd the C hurch in the laft Age, are 
DOW feppily laifi hg muft nor be very wife, who
^ ’d endeavour again to wal̂ e 'em.— I f  our own Opinion 
“Cask’dj wc hope we may without givcic; But ad­
vancing no more than what we think we arc fure of, and no 
t^Man will deny. As to Evil, wc believe the depraved 

of Man now f\rong\y inclined, but no: properly ntce -̂ 
|«fa!toit. AstoGwrf, That without/iyfr»tff»rj/vf^^a«<, 

can never perform it. As to fotli, That Min is a I{a- 
‘ ’f ’ttl Agent, and God deals with him as fuch.— Farther 
tean this, wc care not to venture.^ Now, as to the im- 
te'oiate Queftion, «  Whether the Synod of Port had Truth 
^  Its fide i Wc are apt to believe the two Parties hab'd it 
^>vecn them, as is common enough in fuch nice Coatror/fr- 

Por the latter parr, ** Whether, fuppofing they had 
they were not very nuharitable in excommunicaiing 

^ ‘!’’°”fixants.-.‘ Wc think it may with luftice be 
oived in the Agirmatiu,^ the Point ^ing fo deep, and 

concernine which they differ'd J— nay, as iw r̂a-
. uncharitable', fox fo it prov’d in the Evcbc; ----

creas now Liberty is granted to all, they neither make fo 
" nof R^mfuch numerous Profelytes, as formerly.
^ e f t .  g. What's 10 be thought of the old Story of Devil 

Mafeon ? i j  s

m/nfT: (Tvtr-eredulous,
ml] not be afraid to own we believe that, as well as

isr*.i ^TVrfwort/j, to have really happen’d as
g la r e d : And wc .have as good Reafon for fuch Belief, as 

/ Man can have for lyhat he has not fun with his own

Eyes} we mean, credibleWitnefJes,'— fuch as were both ctf-i 
pable aadhoniji',— not old Women and Children only, but a 
grave Miraftir, no way credulous, in nhofe Boufe axtd S ik e  
thofe ftrange things were aded. We have the Teftimony 
of Friends and Enemies, Papifts and Froteflants concurring 
rathe T rw ithereof, whocou’d have do Intertfi toconfpire 
in a Forgery:  Nay, had there been any fiich thing, ’twou'd 
have been the Interefi of one to have difeovered the other. 
We ^ v c  not wt or two, but numerous IFitneffes', it being 
free for all that wou'd, to be prefent. —  Several of the 
Franks of this Spirit were plainly fupernatural, and there- 
rare it could be no Cheat: And upon die whole, wc are 
«rtain no Mancan, with any Modefty, deny the Fait, un- 
lefs he’ll at the fame time affirm, that Vis impoftbU to bring 
comneing Evidence of any thing that happens where a Man is 
not aSiually prefent.

Queft. 4. Whether *tk Prudence to venture to lodn in a Room 
haunted b\ Spirits ?

Anfw. ’ Triad had betn mere cauriouflyexprefs’d if Vhad
been---- In a Room reported to be haunted', tot we’ll grant
all tlie Witch-Advocates, that there may be Ten, nay, for 
ought we know, a hundred of thofe Storiesfaffe, to one true }«— 
though if that one be true, ’tis in vaio to cry out, All the refl 
arefalft. To the Qjitffm, we reply, A ge^  Mii» maylo<^« 
anywhere, for he has hisconftanr Guards both without and 
within him.— P'or an ill Man, he need not tempt the Devils 
but wou’d do beft to keep out of Harms'Way,— and learn 
Wit from the Story of thcl4»7tr, in the fore-mention'd 
Account of the Devil of Mafeon.

Queft. 5. Whether our Dilfenting Brethren can be thought 
btau.ly 10 defircan Union withihe Churcli of hrgland, when 
they daily print juch Inveftives againfi her, and her C ’crgt ?— 
As, r«r Advice concernitig Hurailurion,— The Appeal to 
Heaven and Earth,— The Spirit of ihc Church- b action, 
Pneft.craftExporcd,— 7of Modeft Enquiry,— /iiT rib o  
of £ a i ,— Major G’ntral Lualow’j  Letters,—  and the Re. 
printing Miltoa'i EiuKCKf.U^ i  And particularly, ,H%at catk 
the Author of the two hrft of thofe Libeis mean, by his accufing 
thcKing/jrwtanfweringGpd’s Intentions in fitting him up, 
andeff letting flip fo fait an Oppo tunity for that grand De- 
fign} and blaming his Chaplains/iir preaching fmooth Tilings^ 
and faweily reprimanding Her Majcfty f ir  her manner of 
Attire ?

Anfw. As for our Diffentizg Brithrens being thought 
bemily to defire »n Vnion with the Church of England,^ we 
fear wc fhall not mif-reprefent ’em, i f  weanjwer for the majl 
of'em,— that they defi'‘e no fuch thing',— they mink they 
arc jjwr enough already, &c. Nor is there perhaps much Lovt 
loft, > grew many of t'other fide being afraid Icit they Ihould 
cemtover, and willing they Ihou'd e’en keep "ahere they are, 
or be lent a little farther: But there’s One abroad, that Vis 
hoped, vvhen he cowrj will reach us all more Wit and 
Manners. In the n.ean time, God forbid wc fliou’d abufi om 
another, or charge on either Party whar they art not really 
guilty of. The Modefi Enquiry was writ by ore who is .w  
by Religion, a Lawyer, but no Diffenter, that we ever heard 
o f H o w e v e r ,  the Event Ihcw’d that he 1 ud but toa 
muchRe/jfon for great part of what he there advances rl ough 
we iliink he puflies fomc things be\*onH ciiher c ■ Hftianity, 
or Humanity. The Author o f the Tribe t/ L vi oocs not 
much trouble himfclf about any Religion, any more than tliole 
who applaud and defend that fordid Satyr-,- ihough he 
has fince made  ̂a not unhandfome Atonement for it. The 
Fresbytertans can’t defend that which is call’d ludlow'i Let-.

a r  defend the Murder of King Charles tbt
FirP, from whofe Bload they have fo long endeaioured to 
wafh tbetr Hands. The Reprinting o f EimoKKctcns is a Trick 
of the Eoojmr, to get Money, for the fame R( .,ron they 
print the Talmud, or Alcoran. The Author of the Advict 
concerniê  Humiliatten,— the Appeal to Heaven and Earth,—  
the SpiHt of the Chureh-Fadiou, every one knows to be a 

fim  Chmh-of‘ England-Man-,—  who if he ufes anv harih 
Expreffions, his Zeal and Wcll-meanuig may raitigij^e- if
not excufe them. s  , «

Queft. d. Whether there were any Reafon for the Clamouf 
againff a Sermon preached before Her Majcfty, March tht 
yfib, idSp. flaMatth.35.4tf.

Anfw:
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Mfw. 'Tis a tendir T m t Al! we*l! fay on t is, that if 
the Omiw hinted at be a Mflalit, ’as a good-natitr d ont, and 
which the great Perfon who ijpoi{etb u feems to be drawn 
into merely by the Swittnifs ot his Ttmfir: 
which thole who hafC been moft ftztrt upon him, will ha^c
iittlfto aifwir for. , -

Queft. ^  Where wr Souls, im tdm dj afitr thtir 5 c -  

paratit.n f-'ow oJ*r Bodies ?
A^ftv. Wbm being an Adverb referring to Piact̂  docs 

properly connott or imply Body, which is of the Ellcnce or 
Plact, as coming into its Difnifio* Accordingly, we can­
not readily conceive how a can be p-efirlj in a
PUcf, or any whtTi  ̂ ac Icaft, ’ tis in another inawir in a 
PLuiy thanaSodjisj— but what that is, ’tis eafier
to guifs than kmw, unlefs we grant ’em fihidis; which 
quickly folves thcDi^cuUj. However, taking in a 
Urger Sinfi, and conceiving our Souls in Spate, if not in 
FUee. otiaVehicle, as before hinted, wc think it probable 
that the Souls 0  ̂wickyd Min arc, as foon îfoparated from 
their intheiiir, aadcr t\\cCujlodyo( wic^tdSpirits^
referv’d there in Chains o f Darinip, till the /udgment (j the 
great D a y And that theSs^it o i goodhitn axt mvtvd 
by the Angels into Abrtbant's BcCok. The Q^efiioo of theic 
Ult ftill is, — What is meant by this figu'otive Exprtjf»n,^ 
Abrahan's Bofom ? Wc anfwcr, with all the Primitive Chmh, 
and ibme very great Men of the Prefent, that by that fiaip'r/- 
fhn IS meant Paradise, or a Placeof Refi ami Safe, (not Pur­
gation,) wherein the Souls of mofl hoh Min are entertain d, 
till the Vnin  o f them and their Bodies at the Day of Judg- 

• But thb beingonly a fpeculative Point, and not of 
the Effenee of Paitb, we are not acaliporinvc in our Judg­
ments tliercin j thinkiogit much more worth tlic while to 
enquire what State, than what Platt wc (ball be in when 
this Life it ended v which will certainly be of Joj, or Pain, 
ateording to our PTorl̂ s. .

Queft. 8. Why could not the Magicians of Pharaoh bring to 
pafs the yfoader of turmngDuttintoLice, as wed as they did 
the other three Wonders hfore?

Anfw. The J^b'ains have a pleafam Reafon for’e T h e y  
tell you, thittheDevifsPewer (with which one wou’d won­
der how they became fo well acquainted) extends to the 
produSlm of nt Creature fmallcr than a Barly earn. But to 
leave that among the reft of ilieir ridkuiMt Fables, wc fay, 
’ tvvas from no .real internal difficult's in ont o f thefe things, 
more than tfwfirr, but bccaufc Gffd was then pleas’d, offils 
own good Pleafure, to ftop the Potisir of the Devil, from pro- 
ceedmg any farther} that neither the Jews mighf be {tum̂  
tied, nor the Egyptians (till they had farther perjijied) en­
tirely iardafi; from whofe own Mouths this Afirjc/r drew 
that plain This is the Finger ^ O o d Unlefs
wc’II add, that to warfi/fr the Dm/, ind evince Gods Power 
and Dominion over him, he would not in this In̂ ance fuffer 
him to piodace fo inconfiderabli a Creature.

Queft. 9. I  ever did, and do fully believe that then is a 
Deity, that made, and will one Day pidgc the World yet not̂  
wit'^anding my Paich is firm in thk Point, Iamfomttimes,t(pe. 
daily when by Reafon I  go about to comprehend that great My- 
frery, vexatioufiy troubUdwieh wicl’ed'Timiipffxtseoncerningtbt 
Exigence of God Millions of Worlds pafi, if we may conceive 
fuch aHmt:—-— My Hutry - Wlsetber by Reafon thefe 
Thoughts may be eas'd? Or what’s the bcfl way todiffipate 
and banijb them ?

Anfw. The Being of God is no Myffery, but a plain Truth, 
difcovcrable even by the Light of Nature j‘ “ but this Cod can 
never be comprehended, that is, fully known, by our finite Ca­
pacities, any more thana leffir Circle can contain a greater. 
T is a great Stratagem o f  the Devil, when by Reafon he can­
not conquer us, to throw whole Shwers of iU Ihokgbts into 
the MiKd  ̂ wliich, being a and (ofubdlezn one, he
may, if permitted, cafily do.—  Among the reft, lie may 
with mofi Facility impofc upon us where we are at the 
greateft Lofs, and where he finds our Guard the wcakeft, 
and our Reafon the fhorteft. Now, being our felves finite 
and temporary, wecHnIwvc n o ^ i^  Notion of what’s Krtw/ 
and infinite, but ftill arc apt toroUbad:̂  farther and larthcr, 
and fuppofe riioufands of Ages in our Conceptiwis, to find 
what this Eternal is,whereat wc having our fclve* once had a 
Beginning, can for that Reafon n e v e r i t . —  And 
this we fay ’ tis no wonder the Devil makes ufe of to flumbU 
rhofe who are i;i the Faith, nay, fometimes dares af. 
fault with the fame even the if//of Men. Reafon, ’tis true, 
may filence for the any Objeilion which fcf, or our 
own lifidelityciti mske on this ‘■ ■ ulijcft, by re-minding us 
of chcA/(?rw» of Cod, who could have no Beginning, no Point

afiigoed cr conceived, wherein he was >}hi God,—  {ncc he 
nnift then have once n ed v i  his Bevg\— but this, \k ah- 
furd ami impojjibltxhat. he ftou’d do, cither from himftf̂  or 
a n o t h e r If from another, that ether wou’d be God; if from 
kimfiij, he muft lave been before he wa». Thus much, as is 
laid, fî afon may do, but it avails but l i t t l e T h e  Enemy 
his a mote comptndioits way, than pretending rtiJI to Aeajn 
with u s h e  iniefls nuxerm Ifl Thoughts of the fame nature, 
fofaft, fo frequently, and l‘o violently, that'ris impofliblcl 
without Affiflance, we fliou’d be able to frand againfl him,--

For we wreffU not againft Fltjh and Blood, Aad 
whence is this Afijlance to be had, but from ffeaven, by 
that Faith, whereby alone we may be able to quench all the 
fierjDtrtsef thtDevil?~-^ aod&iea Faith i$,— affrn^I)^ 
pindance, and humble fiope of Help from Jffiu, who h,i$ 
proimfecl, when hepkafes, iq tread down Satan under on 
Feet.

Queft. 10. did f/irApoftles know fuflRcicorly fifir 
Salvation, befiri Chrifl died, and rofe again f

Anfw. Thougbthe Djetfiionbcadly piopofed, We fuppofe 
by the word SufficUntiy, that the Qjetrijl w'ou’d ask o«r 
Judgment,-- they l(nrw aright m  Way to Salvation,
or enough of the ChrijUan Faith to bring ’em to /Laven ?— 
We anfwcr. That we fee no Reafon to the contrary i —  
tor though they were not fo well skill’d in the Myjieriu of 
Fiith brfore the Defctntkn of the Holy Gbofl as afterwards, 
yet they knew, aclealt, much chan all thofe iW; Aft* 
of the Old Tefieaent, who lived before our Saviour camcin* 
to the W orld", and not only ^new more, but, abating ihc 
Icifcr Infirmities of Humane Life, liv'd accordingly. — « 
Now, if  thofc Fathers ^new the Way to Htppinefs, and ob­
tain'd their End with much Itfs Knowledge than the Ayoflia 
had, it follows, the Apoffles were in a better, rather chan a 
TforjeCoadittdn.

v^ueft. 1 1 . Whether the Devil inward Thoughts ?-• 
And whether it be true that be can't fay,.—̂  Verbutu Caro 
faftum ?

Anfw. To fearcb Hearts, or, which it the fame, to 
Thoughts, is God's Ible Prerogative: The Devil can but guffs 
from outward Signs, which being equivosal, may perhapt
fometiraes deceive even the great Deceiver.-----  Wheilier
lie can pronounce the words, « Verbm CarofaHum,—  
*• The Word was made Flffh, —  we ingenuoudy contii, wc 
have not fufficient Acquaintance with huo to Î kow, but are 
apt to believe ’tis only an Old Wifi's Story, or a fort cd a 
Charm, fince we are tlius far fure, that Come other Scripeures 
fie could and did premnee, in his Difirutatioa with our Sa* 
viour-

Quell. 12 . IfAdtOi bad vigorotffly refifted the Tempta­
tion of bis Wife, when fhe gtne him to eat of the Forbidden 
Fruit, woiPd net his Sex have continu'd la their native and un- 
fpotted Innocence, and the Race of Women only been tbt A- 
poflatc PcoDle of the Creation ?

Anfw. Tnis being only a Idjfefiien upon Suppofition, can 
be of iittk Conctrn, that wc can conceive, either to tlic
Sisterifi, or any other------  However, to farisfic his Jmpor-
tuxity, we Riall here give it a fhorc Anfwer,.^^ IfAdaM 
had net finned, undoubtedly he had net fallen, one being the 
natural and neceffary Confequence o f the other, i f  not indeed 
the fame thing: And if  he had tsotfallen, neither had he 
been the unhappy Father o f as miicrablc a Poflerity, which 
as they arc lil̂ e him now in Sin, fo roufr have been then io 
Purity and hnoetKce. But then, to talk of the Race of 
men, as difiinll from that o f Man, nothing can be mere ab- 
furd, or ridiculous. As for Eve, ’tis very certain, ftad flic 
only finn'd, Ihc only had dy'd, and that pcshi[niinmfdiaiefi, 
it being no more difficult for Irfinite Power to make anotbei 
Confert for Adam, than it was to nuke thcjfrj?.

^ueft. 13 . Did«orEvci>/< great part of her Beauty, with 
her Innocence?

Anfw. Wc think it «Mr< thm probable fhe did. for thefe
Reajons:-----  By Sin flic became obnoxious to all dteDif-
eafes which her Sex hardly know how either to bear or nam- 
ber,.—^  to all the Fatigues of Lfe, thcIocUmeruies of tbe 
Weaeher,>mm— her own Pafilens, and pcrlups Adam's too. 
She muft needs be exquifitely tormented with the Senfeoi what 
fhe had Ufi, and being befldes, the fatal Cauft of Adaio't 
lofingu. In Sorre"w fhe was to metive, and bring fonh,— -  
a greater PUpe than all the reft. — ~ Now ary o f thefe 
Caufes, cfpccially all together, with the Cl»jj^?of her Air 
and Dirt, after the Lofs o f Paradiu, muft needs make a 
great Alteration, not only in her Complixien and Air, but even 
in the whole Frame of her Body, and render her much nort 
a Woman, and lefs an Angel, than at her fir ft CreatUn*
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